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EDITORIAL

BRAVE NEW WORLD - 19847

Aldous Huxley years ago gave us his startling prediction of a future civilisation. Just ahead is the
year in which George Orwell pictured Big Brother’'s world. We pray that under-the grace of God
neither will come to fruition.

_ The year just finishing certainly recalls all Christian pedple under the influence of the Oxford Move-
ment, with its emphasis on a deep and personal holiness within the Catholic'Church of God to a
greater understanding of the Faith.

All Guild members have a particular part to play in the future of our Church. In our serving at God's
altar with dignified reverence we can lift up the world to God in true adoration. Our personal lives
must follow the example of the saints in prayer and devotion.

This is ali possible for each one of us who at this time honours the feast of the incarnation. Our Lord
was born in our likeness, bringing eternal life within our reach. In our lives we must welcome him
with joy as our redeemer and let the iight of faith shine through all that we do and say.

* kK

We welcome our new printers, the Additional Curates Society, who in these last few years have
ventured out into publishing prayer cards, leaflets and many helpful booklets, not least the blue
"Eucharist Rite A", "A Daily Prayer Book”, and now "The Victory of Christ” and “Order for
celebrating Mass and reciting the Divine Office”

L A

The Warden and all the officers of the Guiid wish all members a very happy and holy Christ Mass
and may 1984 be full of joy.

***

Please note the Editor's new address: 48 Northgate, Hunstanton, PE36 6DR




SHOP EARLY FOR CHRISTMASS
J Keen

The Shepherds, they shopped early, and they bought a little lamb,

With gentle eyes and gentle bleat, and soft and curly fleece:

They washed him, and they combed him, and they decked him out with ribbons -
And took him as a present to the tiny Prince of Peace. :

The Kings they too shopped early, for they had so far to travel;

Their offerings were all gift-wrapped; gold, and frankincense and myrrh:

They rode right through the daytime, and they rode throughout the night-time,
Found the Baby and His Mother - knelt, and laid their gifts by her.

A farmer, he shopped early, and he bought a little sapling:

Fe planted it, and kept it free from ivy and from moss -

He thought it would grow ¢ 'l and strong, and shield him from the sunlight .,
He never dreamed it woulu oe cut, and fashioned as a Cross.

W
w:
AN EPlPHANY REFLECTION W

Al the heart of the Epiphany season there Is the indication of a Christian's first duty and his
pleasure, which is worshipping. And the figures of the three kings represent all of us, people who
see in the incarnate God one who brings us to our knees. And the first work of a server (as indeed
the work of any Christian as well) is worship - a looking toward God and a response to the glory that
we perceive there, That is our primary function, But it is so terribly easy to forget this, whether as
servers or not. It is only too easy to be Marthas and not Marys; concerned about details, about
minutiae of "how things are done’, like the fussy housewife that Martha was, while Mary, who sat
quietly by Jesus, ‘chose the better part’. And it is this quiet worship, of Jesus, that must be at the
heart of our serving, for it to be genuine. Of course details matter, of course things must be ‘done
decently and in order’ as the prayer book prescribed, but such decency and order are not as impor-
tant as the personal adoration of Jesus, which must, above all else, characterise our service at the
altar. And | say 'our’ service, for both priest and servers have the same duty laid upon them: to do
all things well, indeed; but also to do them lovingly, for the love of that Jesus who makes himself
known among us, in the broken bread. For it is that Epiphany, of the mass, that ‘making known of
his glory’, that is the centre of our serving, the focal paint of our service and adoration. And there he
adores us too. Do not let us forget the way we are loved by God in his sanctuary: do not tet us forget
that our adoration of him is greatly exceeded here by his adoration of us. The humility of the bread
and wine of the eucharist, their very simplicity, conceal a weight of adaration, and giving, and
loving, which our own poor gifts at the offertory cannot in any way equal. In the mass God worships
us, gives us amazing and undeserved worth, gives himself away completely to us. So wershipin the
mass, s indeed mutual, and we might remember, when we may be inclined to make the mass a
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mere dance routine, that in fact we are being confronted with an active power and a present glory,

"a power which’ made the world; which sustains the universe; yet is ready and willing arid eager to
make himself compietely known 1o’ us. So there should be wonder in our service at the altar too.
Wonder that God can and does make himself so closely and comipletely availabie to us in aUr need.
Wonder which always refuses to take the glory for granted, wonder which prevents us from being
trivial and silly in our ministry at the altar. For the mass is not a private game, for those whose hobby

*is'that sort of thing. Itis the living power of God, the gospel come to lifé, the love which sustains the
universe focussed into our hearts ang minds. it is that action, that action of God, which alone really
matters in his sanctuary. It is not our actioris'that matter - in fact the more unobtrUsive they are the
better they shall be (the best serving is not noticeable - it just happens); for alf our works and al} our
trying; and all our beauty of ceremonial fade away when the work of God is done, when his'own
ceremonial, of Calvary and the resurrection, is made known, and real, and now. It is this mighty
work, this strange work, that all our serving ministry ieads to: and the glory that is revealed in that
Epiphany of the mass puts our works to shame, and reminds us of the true nature of serving; for
there he becomes 'our server’.-He said 'l am among you as one who serves’, and meant.it; and
does it, day by day, at the altars where we serve too. it is such a "way of serving', not only at the altar
but from the altar outwards, that is the only model for ‘serving’ that we can have.

THE NON-THEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS OF UNITY
The Reverend Ivan Clutterbuck

While the Anglican-Methodist debate was taking place in the late 1960's, Valerie Pitt wrote an
excellent essay on the non-theological issues of the scheme where she showed some of the
practical difficulties which would arise if the scheme was accepted. In 1973 a set of lectures,
Church Membership and Intercommunion, (Darton, Longman and Todd) was published. Among
these lectures is an interesting one by a Methodist minister, David Clark, called Community,
Membership and the Church. Here he points to two kinds of churchmen in any denomination - the
local’and cosmopolitan and highlights also practical problems of ecumenism. He shows that the
local type church contains a set pattern of life where members know just what happens, when and
how to respond to each occasion, where each person has his role rio matter how humble. In such a
congregation response to change or even to the outsider is defensive. people are centred round
their leader, priestly, ministerial or iay and they de not reckon to look far beyond their local place of
salvation. They are not easily persuaded to take part in the general councils of their church. they are
not easily, sometimes in no way, joined to a similar place of worship even if it is only down the road.
No doubt if we examined our attitude to the Christian life we should find much of that spirit in
ourselves.

Then the writer points to the other class of churchman - cosmopolitan. Here we have somebody
who is highly mabile mainly through the circumstances of modern life. He moves not only out of his
village or town for his daily work but even out of the country. At the drop of a hat he boards a plane
and in no time at all is in the Middle East or the Far East on business. He is a person always on the
move and therefore is happy to make use of the nearest church amenities and services regardiess
of the denomination. He cannot see why we should bother with many churches. He is used to the
cut and thrust of debate with the many different outlooks he meets and knows the value of reaching
some sort of compromise. He is used to having a full diary and happily rushes from one meeting or
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conference to another. He is just the person to elect on to the General Synod or the Methodist
Conference or the new Roman Catholic tay consultative groups. In negotiations with other churches
he happily meets and agrees with his fellow cosmopolitans.

Can you see what | am getting at? Over the years the men and women, clerical and lay but chiefly
lay,.who represent us in ecumenical debates are very likely to have been cosmopolitans with little
patience for loca! considerations. The result is that voting has not always expressed the intensity of
many Christians against reunion and merging proposals. Too often, also, the local parish priest or
minister is so busy, even overwhelmed, in keeping his patch going that he has no time to attend
councils in the wider church. So his voice is often unrepresented and he is looked down on as a
backwoodsman. :

What shall we think about all this? Over all we have to deplore that the Christian church over the
centuries has become so divided and protestants and catholics have- fought each other
remorselessly. Yet we should take note of the situation which stilt continues. Most Christians, | .
suspect, think and practice their faith locally. | believe that modern man generally fears The
Organisation which threatens the individual. The local church or chapel may be the only way that a
person can escape the steamrolling which would reduce us all to one common level in every day
life. | stiff believe that we should not press ecumenism on our people and that we should respect the
local community. However, there is the urgent task of giving congregations good sound teaching
which shows them why they have any Christian faith at ali. The state of religious education generally
is appatling and this must have first priority in the life of every church. The fact is that we have tried
to merge Christian churches together without doing the groundwork of basic refigicus teaching. We
have tried to get reunion on the cheap and somehow the locals have managed to indicate thelr
disapproval so far.

ARCIC - FINAL VERSION
Canon C Hill

An encouraging start was made at the first meeting of the first meeting of the new Anglican-Roman
Catholic International Commission (ARCIC-}l) established by Pope John Paul Il and the Archbishop
of Canterbury. The commission met in Venice from August 30 to September 6 1983. Its member-
ship is more wide-ranging than that of its predecessor (ARCIC-1), and includes representatives from
five continents and twelve nationalities. This made possible a useful exchange of information on the
actual state of Anglican/Roman Catholic pastoral relations In many parts of the world. Although
there are places where little progress has yet been made, in the majority of cases regular co-
operation is now taken for granted.

It was against this background that the commission turned to its theological task of examining the
remaining issues which have divided our two communions. In doing this they took full account of
the wider ecumenical discussion,

Two papers from Australia treated justification by faith and the theology of the Church, Discussion
of church, grace and salvation led the commission to make these closely related issues its immed-
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iate priority.

Preparatory papers from England on the subject of the reconciliation of churches and the recogni-
tion of ministries prompted the commission to a wider discussion of how Anglicans and Roman
Catholics can grow towards full communion. Essential to this process will be the response of both
churches to the Final Report of ARCIC-! which wil} show the extent of our agreement in faith. In the
meantime the commission plans to ask the help of national Anglican/Roman Catholic commissions
in a number of countries in the discusstons of the theological implications of full communion and of
the way towards it. ' ) '

For its next meeting in twelve months’ time ARCIC-Il has commissioned further studies on the
church and salvation. A small group will work on his before the full commission meets.

An important part of the commission’s life was its corporate prayer. On its first day the commission

was led in meditation by the two co-chairmen, Bishop Mark Santer of Kensington, England

(Anglican), and Bishop Cormac Murphy-O'Connor of Arundel and Brighton, England (Roman
Cathotic). On alternate days Roman Catholic and Anglican eucharists were celebrated; at these the

commission was at one in prayer while respecting the sacramental discipline of each church.

Cardinal Marco Ce, Patriarch of Venice, visited the commission to express the warm welcome of the
Church of Venice and to give an assurance of its prayers for the commission and its work. This was
reflected in the hospitality of the Sisters at the Casa Cardinal Piazza.

During the commission's meeting, Pope John Paul 1l urged those present at his General Audience
on August 31, to earnest prayer at the beginning of this new stage in the dialogue between the
Anglican Communion and the Roman Catholic Church. A message of greeting was-also received
from the Archbishop of Canterbury, who with the Pope in their Common Declaration in Canterbury
last year gave the commission its task "to continue the work already begun” by the previous
Anglican/Roman Catholic Internationai Comm:ssnon for the restoration of fuil communion on the
basis of our unity in faith. .

JOHN KEBLE 1792 - 1866 18331983

Barry Kinsman ENT

On July 14 1833 John Keble preached the famous Assize Sermon on National Apostasy which was
directed against the suppression of the lrish Bishoprics. Newman wrote of this day "| have ever
considered and kept the day (of the sermon) as the start of the religious movement of 1833". it was
fitting that the saintly John Keble, schooled in the high church tradition which had always had its
followers even in the darkest days of the 18th century, should give birth to the Oxford Movement.
The sermon saw clearly the divine nature of the church and gave warning to all secular powers of
the dangers of interfering with the rights of the church.

John Keble, elected Professor of Poetry at Oxford in 1831, had previously written the Victorian
devotional classic "The Christian Year”. The influence of these poems, and of his great hymns like
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"Blessed are the pure in heart”, "Sun of my soul” and " New every morning”, helped to mould the
spirituality of countiess generations of Christians. Keble's friendship with Newman and Pusey and
the other leaders of the Oxford Movement led to the publication of the Tracts for the Times begun in
1833. These tracts (some written by John Keble) sought to raily all loyal churchmen to the divine
nature of the church, and to infuse it with new life. They sought to recall the Church to the spiritual
nature of its calling.

John Keble's faithful cure of the parish of Hursley near Winchester from 1836 to 1866 did much to
point to the truth of the claims of the Oxford Movement. His beauty of character, his ordered life,
obvious sanctity, and much sought after spiritual direction, held the Oxford Movement together
after Newman's secession to Rome,

Keble College, founded in 1870, is a permanent reminder of the gentle good parish priest of
Hursley and of his influence as a leader of the Oxford Movement, a hymn writer and of a saint of
God.

"Still to the iowly soul

He doth himseif impart,

And for his dwelling and his throne
Chooseth the pure in heart".

By courtesy of the Truro Church Union Committee.

ﬁ

Canon D Nicholson

The flame of Anglicanism was burning so low in the early years of the nineteenth century that
Thomas Arnold in England could say, "The church as it now stands no human power can save”
and Walter Scott was saying that the Scottish Church was "reduced to the mere shadow of a
shade". Yet within one generation the whole picture had changed, quite rapidly in England and
more slowly in Scotland. July 14 1833 was to be chosen by John Henry Newman - somewhat
arbitrarily - as the beginning cf the "Movement”, the occasion of John Keble's Assize sermon in
Oxford on national apostasy. The aim of the movement was to re-assert the spiritual strength of the
church, her cathglic origins and her apostolic obligations.

And here we meet a real divergence between the sister churches. in England ministry and worship
in a church closely allied with the state had, however aridly and unproductively, continued to be
exercised but, apart from rare voices, all sense of apostolic duty or catholic foundation had been
lost. In Scotland, on the other hand, a disestablished church had been deprived of all external or
public ministrations but had never relinquished its hold on the ancient faith and catholic standards.
"Who, my lord,” George Ill asked the Bishop of Norwich in 1791, *Who are these Scottish bishops
who have appealed to me for help? | know nothing of 'em.” " Please, your Majesty, they are far bet-
ter bishops than my humnble self.” And they made, especially in the person of Alexander Jolly, their
own contribution to the thinking of the Oxford Fathers: for example, William Palmer, in the very
earliest years of the movement, dedicated his courageous "Harmony’ of Anglican and Russian Or-
thodox doctrine to the bishops, clergy and laity of "that catholic remnant”, the Scottish Church,
and relied largely on Jolly and his iearned predecessors. Under Jolly's influence plans were laid and
endowments secured for the foundations of a seminary, the Theological College. None existed in
England! At the same time a General Synod was held in Aberdeen in 1811, forty years before the
revival of the Convocation in England. Then, Samuel Seabury having aiready been consecrated for
the United States, the Scottish bishops ¢consecrated Matthew Luscombe for the Anglican chaplain-
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cies on the continent. In all these things the Scottish Church was ahead of the English but had none
the less sore need of what England could eventually offer.

From the movement our church received an inspiration to restore the beauty of holiness in architec-
ture, liturgy and music; a passionate concern for the needs of the poor, the deprived and the
cholera-stricken; a deepened sense of devotion and vocation, which led to the re-introduction of
religious orders into Scotland. Thus the one remaining convent of sisters in Scotland is a direct fruit
of the movement; and the dignity of worship in all our churches and, indeed, in many of those of the
Church of Scotland as well, is.ancther cause for rejoicing.

There is no aspect of our tradition or of our church life which does not bear the marks and continue
the momentum of the inspiration of 1833 and the succeeding years.
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SERVERS EXTRACRDINAIRE" N -
Albert Morrish

“You'll probably be the only one that Saturday” warned the sacristan, as he handed me the
servers’ rota and indicated the day. He reeled off the names of my colleagues, who would be ab-
sent. "| shall be on holiday as well”, he grinned. "Still, | expect you'll cope”. | have been a server
for a number of years, but my experience of using a thurible is limited - that is - to only cne prewous
occasion. .

That Saturday morning | was at church in particularly good time. | think "arrow prayers” had been
assailing.heaven all that week and especially ever since | had first awakened. Was it only by chance
that the boatboy, who had been on duty when | had made my debut as thurifer, was to do so again?
We went before the vicar into the sanctuary. The mass had begun. The censing of the altar and
priest completed | returned the thurible to the sacristy. | returned to the sanctuary to stand by the
side of the priest, young Dominic had the same idea, but a quiet ook and the moving of the fingers
was sufficient for him to retreat to a seat on the south side. We managed the gospel alnght at least |
pray so, and having left the thurible in the vestry we came back to the sanctuary for the sermon.

It was at this point that the vicarage cat gave up sitting quietly listening to the sermon and decided
to make an inspection of the sanctuary. Now, while an ordinary common or garden cat may be
entitled to look at a king | suppose a vicarage Cat ought to be entitled to ook at the King of kings.
However as it steadily advanced | decided to carry it outside fest it caused us further problems.

At the offertory ! signed to my young colleague to place the alms dish on the window Jedge and then
Bo quietly to the sacristy and begin to heat a piece of charcoal. Dominic, only toc eager to do as he
was bidden, was gone in a flash. Dominic loves burning candles. He has the face of an angel. In
some ways he has incorporated the attributes given to "The Server's” own Tich, | just knew that
Dominic would have the glowing charcoal ready.

While the censing of the elements progressed | just had time to place the ewer and bowl in his
hands, the lavabo towel over his forearm and whisper "Pour a little water over Father's fingers”
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before receiving back the thurible. [t came to the turn of the congregation to be ¢censed. One double
swing, centre first, then left, then right. | tried to remember not to allow the thuribte tc come higher
than my chest and to swing it forward only. Was there anything else | should do or not do? But then
- it was done. Too late now to rectify my errors. Young Dominic was at my left side. That seemed to
be correct. With my hand on his right shoulder we genuflected and left the sanctuary.

The censing of the blessed sacrament, the communion and the conclusion of the mass came all too
soon. The senior, experienced servers will be on hand next Sunday.

As for the " Servers Extraordinaire” - a retired pensioner and an eleven year old, we can do no bet-
ter than to thank God for the wonderful privilege and joy of serving at his altar, and from an old
prayer used by many servers ask our blessed Lord, " Pardon for our imperfections and pray we may
serve thee perfectly in thy eternal kingdom™.

NATURE OF VIRTUE
AM

Perhaps the nature of virtue may be more readily understood if, first of all, it be considered from a
negative point of view.

Virtue, or moral excellence, is not something peculiar to Christianity, nor even to religion generally,
since there are, and have been, secular systems of virtue. Nor Is virtue invariant; there is no one set
of procedures which is virtuous when all others are not. The nature of any virtue must be related to
its end purpose so that, to stretch the meaning of the term a little to illustrate the point, stiff training
would be a virtue in the athlete, whilst rest would be so for the consumptive.

Then, the mere attainment of perscnal virtue and the creation of harmonious social relationships is
no way fulfil the Christian purpose. Indeed, at times, the product of Christianity may be social
disharmony as our Lord indicated when, teaching that the love of God must have priority over all
human claims, he said:

"think not that | am come to send peace

on earth ... for i am come to set man at

variance against his father and the daughter

at variance against her mother”; (Matthew 10:34-35)
it is a supernatural peace that he offers us:

"my peace | give unto you: not as the world giveth,

give | unto you” . (John 14:27)

The life of virtue, moreover, is not just a tiresome existence of discipline and renunciation whose
followers miss all the fun when (supposedly) everyone else is enjoying himself.

Discipline and renunciation are certainly elements in that life but they are those of the athlete who
forgoes minor satisfactions the more easily to achieve some major purpase - the devout Christian is
an athlete of God! - and, in truth, the worldly life of self-indulgence, acquisitiveness, and, so very
often, of boredom and misery, cannot compare with the joyous life of the dedicated Christian.

Virtue, in fact, is not an end in itself but simply a means to an end, and we may define it as a means
of facilitating, or of concentrating energy upon, the achievement of a given purpose, a purpose
which must be a good one efse we would be misusing the term.
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And the test whether a procedure is virtuous, or not, is whether it contributes to the desired end- or
not, and hence our Christian virtue does not consust in mere outward conformaty to a set of rules,
conformity must be inward also

"not every one that‘saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shalt enter into the kingdom of heaven;

. but he that doeth the will of the Father,
which is in heaven”. (Matthew 7:21)}

Christian virtue, or life in conformity with the will of God, is that which enables us to achieve the
Christian purpose, which is that we may exhibit the nature of Christ to the world and share in, and
extend, God's work therein, and sin (from the pom! of view of our religion) is all that which detracts
therefrom.

Gluttony. Consider, for instance, gluttony and its opposing virtue, temperance.

The glutton is one who, driven by his appetite, eats to excess with the result that much of his vitai
energies, which otherwise might be employed to better advantage (though he might nct think so!),
is applied, not altogether successfully, to the elimination of the by-products of his excess; he grows
lethargic in mind and body and, as any actuary would tell him, shortens his expectation of life.

Where food is scarce, as it is in a great part of the world, men are abstemious by necessity, and
where it is plentiful, sensible men are abstemious by choice, whilst the Christian has the added
reason for temperance in that it releases energy for the achievement of his Christian purpase.

Pride. Gluttony is a sin on the physical level, is easily recognised, its connection with ili-heatth is ob-
vious, and it is one which, given the will, may be got rid of without too much difficuity, but pride, a
sin on the psychic level, with its driving forces largely hidden, is perhaps hardest of all to eradicate.

We can take pride in almost anything, in anything that separates us from our fellows; pride even in
our virtue so that we may say with the Pharisees:

"thank God that | am not as ather men*”,
The basis of pride is self-love, and the cure of pride is practice of that despised and mnsunderstood
virtue, humility, .

" Blessed are the meek", (Matthew 5:5)
said our Lord, and the world, trying to explain away that unpalatable statement, overiooks the fact
that there are two kinds of meekness, that of the timid who fear to offend - a form of pride because
they do not want others to think ill of them, and that of the courageous who are not afraid to
recognise themselves for what they are.

Humility diminishes self-worship, enables us to face up to our weaknesses; it brushes away illusions
about the nature of our characters, and eventually produces an astounding rejease of energy which
has been emplayed in the fruitless effort to convince the world of our perfection, and brings us at
tast into that only worthwhile freedom, which is freedom from seif.

Released from self-preoccupation, we see the worid anew, light takes on an added brilliance, and
colour, vividness, and we recover, too, our sense of wonder at the glories of God's creation, and
areable to perceive again, as when we were children:

"... a world in a grain of sand,

And a heaven in a wild flower”. (William Blake)

If pride is the besetting sin, humility is the superlative virtue.
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Generalisation. Gluttony and pride, and those many other sins - avarice, envy, greed, sloth - the tist
is long, subtract from vital energies available for achieving the Christian purpose. We are like
vessels plerced with many holes so that, no matter how much water is poured therein, It all runs
away to waste, A Christian novice is as it were, engaged in sealing off those openings though, while
but onte remains, the water will still run away. Only when all are sealed off will the water be contain-
ed, and then the increased pressure within the vessel - its increased energy potential - may be suffi-
cient to bring about that psychic mutation which is conversion:

"the water that | shall give him shal! )

be in him a well of water springing up into

everlasting life". (John 4:14}

———
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ALTERNATIVE SERVICE BOOK: " The Minlstry to the Sick”
The Reverend F £ Pickard

When ! had the temerity to comment on the new services the most perceptive comment | believe
that | made, indeed it was picked up by no lesser person than Canon Colin Buchanan of the
Liturgical Commission, was that the new rites of the Church of England were being designed, and
largely influenced by those who would use them least. (I reiterated this particular comment in con-
nection with the kalendar pointing out that the new kalendar was unlikely to appeat to the catholic
party, in view of its curious composition, and it was only those of the catholic party, who most usual-
ly celebrate the Holy Communion Service daily who would have any cause to use such a kalendar.)
When we consider the Ministry to the Sick a similar principal seems to hold true, The rites with
which we are provided do not exhibit the influence of those who will use them most,

For me to have to put it that way is indeed progress; the evangelicals are beginning to leam the im-
portance and the usefulness of rites of this sort, but they have succeeded in writing these particutar
services largely to their own specification. Once again those catholics who want to use them have to
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use them have to do so with the discomfort of knowing that they do not say what catholics have
traditionally said, and that it will be necessary, for there to be extensive use of permission given for
additions at the discretion of the minister to make the rites really satisfactory from a catholic point of
view. '

Once more we must give credit where credit is due. If you wish to read a concise and accurate ac-
count of the history leading up to the publication of the document”” Ministry to the Sick”, you can-
not do better than for 75p to purchase Grove Worship Series pamphiet number 84, "Liturgy for the
Sick; the new Church of England Services”, by Colin'Buchanan and David Wheaten. In view of the
availability and inexpensiveness of this publication there is no reason for me to repeat what it con-
tains in any detail. (Actually, this publication is alsc very useful in providing catholics with the real
outlook, and ideas which underpinned the formation of these services: much as the 'Letters to the
Genevan Exiles’ are admirable commentaries on the liturgical works of Cranmer!”).

in my iast article (" The Server”, Autumn 1983) it was explained what was now available officially, in
this appendix to the ASB, {Ministry to the Sick, £1), which has been authorised for use in the
Church of England from 1st June, 1983 to 30th December, 1990. At the end of that article | promis-
ed to comment on the deeper implications in a subsequent article, and that is what, by the favour
of the editor, | now propose to do.

What we must realise is that this publication, ”Ministry to the Sick” is only one third of what the
Bishaps in 1980 intended to provide. The ather twa parts; 1) "Form for the Reconcitiation of
Penitents” and 2) "The Blessing of Qils”, perished in the General Synod, lacking as they did the
two thirds majority. | regret that the ”Form for the Reconciliation for a Penitent” perished in theory,
because had it gone through it would have established finally, and beyond doubt, the Church of
England’s commitment to this particular ministry, but if, as we have always argued, it is enshrined
in the Book of Common Prayer and secure as Church of England practice, there is reat doubt as to
whether what is found in the proposed form would have been generally accepted and used. In the
course of time what we may call as the "Mowbrays card” form of confession has become so univer-
sal a practice amongst the catholic part of the Church of England that it is unlikely that anything else
would have supplanted it even when issued by the Generat Syncd.

The perishing of the " Form for the blessing of Oils” has left us with the situation where we have only
lett the grin of a Cheshire cat. For now the use of oils is provided officially in the Church of England,
but no rite is established by which they are to be produced! One suspects that, as was the case with
the 1928 Prayer Book, what has in fact been rejected will in fact be widely used.

So we are left with this document "Ministry to the Sick"”. First of all let not catholics despise it. Just
as we always feit the Book of Commion Prayer was patient of a catholic interpretation, so equally
these new authorised and official rites can be uesd by catholics, and should be used by catholics,
rather than ad hoc compositions, no matter how good and satistactory these may be. | for one, shalt
regret the passing of the CLA publication "Anointing and Communion of the Sick” with its usefu!
commendation by the Bishop of Oxford. But nevertheless, it has always been a catholic principal,
and | think a sound one, that where there is Church of England provision, we are bound to us it.

Now to look a littie mare closely at what we have provided. The first pages of the book are (oh how
Anglicani} notes. These are in the main unexceptional and indeed obvious (Communion in Hospital.
"Where Communion takes place in a hospital, the co-operation of the Staff should be sought”; we
want no fool to tell us that!). But there are two or three points that we may properly air.

First of alt efasticity is the whole genus of these rites. There is frequent use of the subjunctive; we
may do this, or we may presumably do something else, and in many cases catholics will want to do
something else. The second point we may note in the notes is an interesting piece of nit picking.
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The invitation to communion " Jesus is the Lamb of God ..." may be added to the provided invita-
tion on Sundays and Holy Days, or may be substituted for it on other days! How quaint! Three, per-
mission is given for both intinction and communion under cne kind. What is missing is an
understanding of why these particular forms of communion are necessary. One shudders to think
how the Consecrated Elements will be carried by Evangelicals to the sick - or is there to be a
tremendous boon in the sale of the Argyl pyx! The reason why Catholics tend to use intinction or
communion in one kind is simply the consideration of convenience. If on a Monday morning, as is
my own situation, you are carrying Holy Communion around half the parish to half a dozen or so dif-
ferent homes, involving often twelve or more communions, then you cannot be forever fiddling
about with consecrated bread and wine separately, no matter how commodious may be your Argyl
pyx! Perhaps Catholics should have pressed for some note to have gone in here on the guestion of
holy vessels.

The second section, "A form of Personal Preparation” is unexceptional, It could be used by any
Anglican Catholic. On the cther hand, | suspect that most of these would know material that was far
better, and far more appropriate, and would wish to dip rather, as they waited to receive commu-
nion, into the usual manuals which have been their mainstay through the years. If by exception
those who are not Catholic in their outlook are persuaded to make personal preparation for the
sacraments then that is all to the good.

I have already said that celebration of "Holy Communion in the presence of the Sick” whether Rite

A or Rite B must be regarded by Catholics as wholly satisfactory. The Eucharistic Prayer in both
cases is sufficient, {of course it could be improved; we know that), and if you are a country parson
who has so few sick communions that you are able to go and celebrate the Eucharist with them,
what is provided will be entirely proper. Perhaps the only caveat | would enter is that in te Rite B
form the invitation and confession is of the new, and indeed to my ming, preferable, form givenin
the ASB, but my own pastoral experience leads me to say that often you are dealing with elderly, as
much as sick pecople, when you are taking Communion to them in this way, and they may be rapid- |
ty failing in sight. They wiil not know these new forms, and afthough the /ibretfo can be extracted !
from the Book of Common Prayer, an appendix which gave the old "Ye that do truly and earnestly
..." would perhaps have been a useful addition. Currently | take out sick communion to a'
parishioner who has gone blind. To try and provide for her any of the new services would be
pastorally inept; she is able to say the old 1662 texts without assistance, and from memory.

Our real interest will centre on the section 1) “The distribution of Communion to those not present '
at a celebration”, and 2} to the "Laying on of hands with prayer and anointing” . To deal first with

the distribution: we shold weicome what is provided. Since Vatican Il, we have been encouraged to
provide a ministry of the word at this point, and what is contained in these new services could be
used by a Catholic without any inconvenience or scruple at all. Presumably this wilt go onto a card
eventually, one hopes so any way. To provide these baoks for all one's sick at £1 a copy would be
prohibitive! One hopes that when this card is produced by CLA or any other Catholic body, the use ¢
of those subjunctive rubrics will be fully utitised and suitable Catholic material added,

As | said in- my last article, my impression of the laying on of hands and anointing is that they are ‘
designed for evangelical "Healing Services” rather than for what Catholics want to do.

Well, what do we do? What do | do when | lay my hands on the sick and anoint?

Well, of course, | lay my hands on the sick very frequently as | go around hospital wards, visit the
sick in their homes, and so on. They expect that the priestly blessing for which they yearn will be ac-
companied by the laying on of hands, and indeed this particular form of giving the blessing rather
than making the sign of the cross does seem to have distinct pastorat advantages. i

i

But when do J anoint? | anoint normally in these circumstances. (This is my pastoral experience.) |
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1. i anoint those who come to me to tell me that they are going to undergo a serious operation. This
anointing normally takes place in church, and it normally takes place at the conclusion of the
eucharist. it would of course be perfectly proper for it to take place during the eucharist, but people
are often sensitive at this area, and it is pastorally expedient that they shall be anointed "out of
mass”. | do not think this point has been realised by those who drew up this particular service.

2. | anoint those of my flock who are suddenly taken ill with, for example, a heart attack, and pro-
bably know that they are dangerously ill as well. | am called to the hospital which they have been
taken to, most frequenlly. and they have come to expect that if they are so carted off | shall appear
rapidly, and anoint them, and if they are in a2 condition to receive Hoiy Communion, give them Holy
Commumon

3. | am calied to anoint those who have been faithful, and for whom nothing else can be done
because by the time | get to them they have ceased to know what is going on around them, and will
probably die.

4. | am calted to anoint those of the faithful who are actually dying and everybody around them
knows it. o

It is for these four pastoral situations that | need forms of service. How does that with which | am '
now officially provided stand up to my needs?

The answer is, "Not at all badly”. Those who compiled it had in mind very different situations, but
the outcome is satisfactory, and some of the material is indeed what | would want to use. On the
other hand, one is bound to comment that, for example, the collects provided are too nebulous;
cathalics would want to say something far more specific. When we come to the actual laying on of
hands, and the anocinting, again what is provided is quite satisfactory, but one as a catholic would
have looked for’a litle more. The practice of anointing with oil on the hands as well as the forehead,
is so traditional and widely accepted that one would have hoped that at any rate there would have
been a particular prayer provided for this section as well. Perhaps you alt remember the way we at-
tempted to interpolate Roman manual actions into the /ibretto of the Book of Common Prayer,
wehad to break up its /ibrefto into parts to get the requisite number of crossings in (and we did!).
Here we are faced with a similar problem. if we are going to stretch the formula given to the ancin-
ting not only of the forehead, but aiso of the hands, then we are going to break up what is provided -
into littte bits. Fortunately, the subjunctive is again used in the rubric, and we can add more of our
own. Our disappointment must be that we have to add more {presumably produce our own cards?)
rather than have it provided for us in the form given.

There remains, "A Commendaion at the Time of Death”, and the prayers which may be said after
death has occurred. Here again what is provided is theologically sound, and indeed in many ways
satisfactory. It tacks some of the things that we would want to say, and | suppose, from our point of
view, the biggest omission is the omission of any, even optional, form of conditional absolution. This
again is not only theologically desirable, but pastorally of great value. | find, personally, that when a
good parishioner unfortunately goes into semi-consciousness before | can get to him, the family are
always vastiy relieved when | utter the conditional absolution over him. We all know he is a penitent;
we all know he is dying in faith and penitence, but it is a comfort to the relatives around to hear the
priest speak the words of absolution. A permissive section containing these would have been a
most useful addition to what is provided. The second note of criticism { sounded before. The
prayers after the death are far from satisfactory. In my last article | pointed out that they were con-
cerned with 1) preserving the good example of the deceased, 2) asking that the mourners may
learn their lessons from the experience, and be good boys in future, and 3) jacking up the faith of
the mourners. Catholics would want to say something more profound than this.

15



I—

But having made these points, and others could surely be made, and be made from the point of
view of pastorally conscientious parish priests, let catholics not dismiss this document. | do once
again plead let us use it, let us show that it is capable of a catholic interpretation, and let us prepare
for 1990 when, with a little more industry, and a little more insistence, we could produce something
much better,

WHY C OF E? (7) - BECAUSE OF ITS BALANCED SENSE OF DISCIPLINE
Canon W H Barnard

Some people consider that the English Church has no sense of discipline. ls religion is a matter of
go-as-you-please. They point to a former Dean of Canterbury who claimed to be a Communist or to

" aonetime Bishop of Birmingham who described himself as a Modernist. Mention is also made of
varying forms of worship, "high”, “low”, "broad” or "central”!

Other people tell us that cur church has such an over-bearing sense of discipline that it lacks Chris-
tian charity. They say it is hide bound and narrow minded and doesn't move with the times! They
point to rules concerning marriage and divorce or the fact that only those who are confirmed can
receive the sacrament of Holy Communion.

These two opposite views really cancel out each other and suggest that it is usually the extremists
who have harsh things to say about the discipline of the church,

One of the basic facts of human nature is the existence of free will. This free will is so basic thatit ¢
can only come from one source. it is the gift of God himself. A wrong use of human free will is the /‘
cause of all the trouble in the world. Did God make a mistake then in giving us this dangerous facul-

ty? Surely not, for if God had not given us free will we shoutd not be able to love him. Love is possi- | |
ble only to beings that are free, so God gave man the power of choice. He did not create a race of

robots who work mechanically, and whom you could compel to obey and respect their maker or

even worship him, Such c¢an never love him, for love must come freely or it is not love.

The right appoach then to human free will is to recognise that it is there and thank God for it and at

the same time to offer that free will back to God. The man who can achieve most is the man who
has rmost fully disciplined his free will. That is precisely what the Church of England offers. It gives |
us the chance of accepting discipline without being ‘totalitarian’. It leaves us with our free will. At
the same time it is not freedom to "do-as-we-like”. That would {ead to chaos and the law of the
jungle.

The English Church has a respect for human freewill second only te that of God himself, "whose
service is perfect freedom™. P

A prayer to use,

O Lord our saviour,

who will require much of those to whom much is given;
grant that we whose lot is cast in so goedly a heritage
may strive together to extend to others

what we 50 richly enjoy;

and as we have entered into the labours of other men,
so to labour that in their turn

other men may enter into ours,

to the fulfilment of thy holy will. (S Augustine, 354 AD)

16




BOOK REVIEWS

WDV
The Catholic Religion, Vernon Stanley.
Golden Jubllee Memorlal Edition. Mowbrays £2.95

One welcomes the reprint of the ‘manual of instruction for members of the Anglical Communion’,
revised and updated by Father Brian Goodchild, a valued supporter for many years of our Guild.

In the ninety years since it was first published it has been read by thousands, who through its
stimulating and informative contents have found there that bedrock of the faith enshrined in the

. one, holy, catholic and apostolic church. The language may be somewhat dated, but therein is
expressed the author's true view of an English churchman's religion contained in his account of the
church of God and its faith and practice.

Vernon Stanley’s first words are " Almighty God.in his love created all things”, the last are "Do not
leave the church without making an act of thanksgiving” . This bock certainly underlies the fact that
God is all in all, and must increase our thankfulness for the many who have been inspired by its
centents to witness to the faith enshrined in our church.

Thank you Father Goodchild and Mowbrays for making it available once more.

The Victory of Christ & the Kingdom of God, Ivan Clutterbuck
A Gospel Work Book. Additional Curates Society, £1.00

Certainly welcome is the initiative of the Additional Curates Society in ventu ‘ into new fields in
the production of this book. Father Clutterbuck, with his experience in teaching, has brought

together his notes on presenting the Good News not only for his pupils at Roedean, but alse for all
who wish to ensure they have a firm foundation for their faith.

It has already been well received in the educational world and as a basis for parish groups for a

stimulating study of the gospels. How fortunate were those young ladies at Roedean. Thank you Fr
Ivan and ACS for your enterprise.

YOUNGER BROTHERS (No 13)

Tiny

In the story of Peter and John in the last issue, | mentioned that the boys made a rule concerning
their religious duties. This is something called a Rule of Life - and everyone would benefit from

making one of their own. From time to time we should examine our consciences to see if we are liv-
ing up to our rule or slipping back into lazy or sinful ways.

A Rule of Life
A simple Rule of Life would contain such things as:

1. Always say our prayers night and morning, and remember that during them we are
speaking and listening to God.

2. Try to read prayerfully a few verses of Holy Scripture each day, and try to apply them
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to our lives.
3. Say grace before and after meals. ‘
4. When tempted to do wrong, ask our Lord's help at once.
5. Learn to think, speak and act as in the presence of God.
6. Be moderate and carefu! as to eating, drinking, sleeping and amusements.
7. Try to say a midday prayer, e.g. |
"0 saviour of the world, who by thy cross and precious blood hast redeemed us:

save us, and help us we humbly beseech thee O Lord.”

8. Attend mass every Sunday and Holy Day of obligation if we possibly can, and try to
attend evensong to give thanks and to hear God's word.

9, Do all we can to help others.

|
1
|

10. Try to do everything we do as if we were deing it for God himself; not speaking evil of
cothers ¢r listening to evil tales about anyone.

11. Make a rule about how often we should receive Holy Communion - and stick to it.

12. Go to confession at regular intervals.
13. Examine ourselves daily, and ask pardon and resolve to do better and avoid sin.

14, Make a rute about the amount of time and money we can afford to give to God's
WOrk.

If we make such a rule of life, it does help us to keep a check on our lives, because we should
always be trying to advance in holiness and not to stip back. Afer a while, we may wish to change
certain of our rules: for exampie, we should {ind that as time goes on we will want to attend mass
and receive communion more frequently than we did when we were first confirmed. We may find
that we can afford to give more (or less) money to God’s work as time goes on.

Doing everything for God

God has for each of us a special purpose in life, called vocatlon. Some men and boys may feel a
vocation to the priesthood; while others feel a call to some other work in life. For many people, this
vocation is just going about our daily business in jobs which we may feel to be unimportant. But we
should be content to iet Ged lead us along the right path in life. No work is beneath a Christian: even
the most unpleasant task, because our Lord himself once used his hands to work in a carpenter's
shop.

There was once a very holy priest who had lived for over fifty years in a monastery and was very
close to God. One day a visitor saw him sweeping up some mess on the floor and asked, "If you
knew that you only had ancther five minutes to live, | expect you would "down tools’ and make for
the chapel to say your prayers, wouldn't you?”. "Oh no, my son,” he replied. "l would finish
sweeping this mess into the dust bin and then go outsicle and emplty it into the dustbin. That is the
work God has given me te do, and | would try to complete it.”
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SNOW - Y/ —q
Brenda Stephenson AN

"Phew, it's hot!" exclaimed Ralph. "Who'd guess there'd been a heavy frost earlier?”
They were raking up all the fallen leaves from the huge rectory lawn.
"M'm,” said Barbara. "Perfect day for a hike.”

Their mother came out, saying, "Well done! You have worked hard. Go and spruce yourselves up
for tea; Mr Fletcher, the new Methodist minister and his famity are coming.”

"Not another eke-you-men-whats-it!" groaned Ralph.

"They are going to an ecumenicat meeting with Dad later,” laughed his mother. "Your contribution
to church unity will be entertaining their boy. Mike. Now I'll go and put the kettle on. Don't be long.”

"Baby-sitting-church unity; you can keep it,” growled Ralph in disgust when she had gone.

"1 know what!” said Barbara. "I'll ring from the village call-box pretending I'm Jean inviting us to a
party. | can imitate her Scots accent fine. You can raid the larder while Mum answers the phone.
We'll have a picnic up at the old quarry.”

She dashed off for her purse and bike. Ralph trundied the barrow of leaves to the back garden. As
he went indoors his mother called, "Answer the phone, dear.”

"Hello, Barbie,” began Ralph. "Oh, sorry; thought it was my sister. Yes; right, thanks. Goodbye.”

He went to the kitchen. "That was Mrs Fletcher. They're not bringing Mike after all. He's gone to tea
with a friend.”

"Oh well, can’t be helped,” said Mum, "Would you take this plate of sandwiches through? There's
the phone again. I'f get it.”

Ralph had just transferred some of the sandwiches to his pocket when his mother reappeared,
looking suspicious. "Jean has invited you and Barbara out to a party. Odd coincidence!”

"It must be the same party Mike Fletcher's going to,"” replied Ralph quickly.
"You'd better run upstairs and get ready then,” said his mother.

The sun had gone in, and there was a bitter wind up at the quarry. They leaned over the fence, gaz-
ing down.

"I'm not scrambling down that steep part in my best shoes,” said Barbara.

"You were daft to dress up like that.”

"We're supposed to be at Jean's party, remember,” she retorted.

Ralph said nothing, but produced a bag of battered sandwiches. Before théy could find a sheltered

spot for the picnic the first flakes of snow fell.
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“I'm freezing,” grumbled Barbara. " Let's go back.” Stuffing the remains of a sandwich into her
mouth, she marched off, Ralph picdding after her.

The snow came faster now, huge flakes settling everywhere. Suddenly Barbara halted. “I've lost my
cross and chain. The clasp must have broken."”

“You'll have to leave it, then. We'll never find it in this blizzard. Come on, it's getting dark.”
"You go home. I'm going in search at the quarry.”
"@irls!” exploded Ralph crossly. "Al right. I'll come too.” ‘

It was hard going, up the hill, battling with the strong wind and sinking into the drifts that were
already quite deep.

"Mad, quite mad!” Ralph kept muttering.

As they reached the quarry they heard a cry: "Help! Help!"

"Hang on. We're coming.” shouted Barbara.

Somehow they scrambled over the fence and slithered down the steep wet slope, At the bottom
they found a boy with a tyvisted ankle.

"] don’t think it's broken,” he said, "but | couldn’t crawl back up.”

"We'll help you,” said Barbara. Easier said than done, but, after a great deal of struggling, the three
finally reached the top and Ralph found a broken place in the fence to haul the boy through.

"How did it happen?” asked Ralph as they began struggling down the lane, the boy limping bet-
ween them.

" Exploring, I'm new round here. Never thought the weather would change so quickly. | was at the
top, and saw a cross and chain hanging on a branch just below. Reached down to rescue it and
slipped.”

"My cross! Did you get it?”

The boy looked Barbara up and down. "How do | know it's really yours? What were you up to
anyway? You're not dressed for tramping round in the snow.”

"Fajr question,” Ralph admitted. "Mum asked some rotten Methodists to tea, so to get out of it we
pretended we'd been invited to a party. That's why Barbie is in party clothes.”

"Rotten Methodists? That's rich! | was supposed to go to tea with some rotten Rectory kids - only |
invented the same excuse as yours.”

After an awkward pause they all started talking:
"You must be Mike Fletcher.”

“And'you're the Rectory kids.”
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"| never meant to call you 'rotten’.”

"Rotten is how | feel right now,” winced Mike, "Can't go much further.”

A desparate plight. But suddenly headlights appeared; a car drew up, and Mum's welcomé voice
called: "Jean's party indeed! Hop in the back, double quick. We've been searching all over for
you.” .

When Mike's accident was explained, Mum was all efficient sympathy. Back at the Rectory the
forlorn hikers were revived with hot drinks and dry clothes. No more was said about the escapade. -

But Barbara felt guilty. “My ‘party” story fas caused everybedy an awful bother,” she admitted. .
"Good often comes out of bad,” said Ralph hopefully.

"E;/en a bad ankle?” asked Mi'ke, reclining on the settee.

*Yes. Meeting you, ('ve actually become hooked on church unity after all.”

Reprinted with permission from ‘The Church Times'

CHANTRY BOOK

We bless your holy name for all your servants departed this life in your faith and fear.

MARCH . JULy

Walter J Hawkins Albert Barker

Jim White Stanley Sterry

JUNE AUGUST _
Joseph W Breed . Thomas E Woodhouse, priest
Fred Loveless Peter J Young

May they be partakers of your heavenly kingdom.
OBITUARY '

Thomas Edgar WOODHOUSE, priest. Father Woodhouse who died in August at the age of 77, had
been connected with the GSS for the most of his life. He was crdained priest when he was 60 after
years as a lay reader, and as the vicar of Weston Lullingfields the Shrewsbury Chapter was always
welcome. On retiring in 1977 he became assistant priest at S Andrew, Shifnal which is in the
Telford chapter area and offered his services to the chapter. In 1979 and 1980 he was assistant
chaplain. He will be sadly missed by all members of this chapter both young and cld.

Joseph William BREED. it is with great sorrow that we record the death, in June of Joe Breed. A
server for the greater part of his life he learned the basics of what was required of him in that office
at a mission church (demolished some years ago) in Leyton, East London. The discipine instilled
into him by his teachers over the years was always evident. Joe could never understand the relaxa-
tions attowed catholics today. For many years, both before and after the Second World War, he
served at the altar of Holy Trinity, Levtonstone, where he also served as churchwarden. When this
church, too, was dernolished as part of a local redevelopment plan, Joe played a leading part in
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seeing that the new church which was built in its place was as it should be. For many years Joe was
secretary of the Guild's local chapter, Holy Angels, and instrumental in keeping it very much alive.
Some 15 years ago Joe and his wife maved te Cressing in Essex and thera very soon made his mark
both as a leading server and layman at Cressing. About 18 months ago it was discovered that Joe
had cancer and he underwent major surgery and was to have had a year of complete rest. This was
however not possible as, shortly after his return home, his wife had a stroke and Joe had to assist in
her nursing when she was at home. That Joe's work in the parishes in which he had fived and for
the organisations to which he belonged had made its mark was evident in those, who attended his
funeral to pay their last respects. Joe had had a hand even in that. Knowing that he was dying he
had told his vicar how he wanted his requiem and funeral conducted. His wishes were faithfully
followed.

John LOWE The chapter of S Mary Magdalen, Wednesbury has suffered a severe loss in the sudden
death of Brother John, who had always worked so hard for the chapter. For many years he has
been churchwarden at S Mark, Tipton and a representative on the Diocesan and Deanery Synods.
His funeral requiem was carried out as he would have wished with full catholic ceremonial.
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Autumn Festival 1983 WINCHESTER

A very well attended and happy festival was held in Winchester Cathedral, both the noon eucharist
and afternoon office being inspiring services. Bishop Ambrose Weekes celebrated the mass and
preached. He also presided at the office when the procession encircled the whole interior of the
cathedral. We were delighted to receive a warm welcome from the Dean and Chapter.

.DIRECTORY
Chapter Secretary
$ George W C AMACE, 58 Potter Street, Harlow, Essex.
S Luke . D SEALE, 71 Bedford Street, Derby DE3 3PE.
S Swithun : D PAUL, 80 !mber Road, Winchester,

S023 8NN.
S Werburgh R OGIER, 230 Dane Road, Sale, Cheshire,

M33 2T
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS .

1984
January 15 Epiphany Festival Southwark Cathedral
Noon - Eucharist P
3 pm Office .
Preacher - The Abbot of Nashdom
March 24 o ngeral Council
Aprit 23 tastern Area Festival, Peterborough
April 28 EASTER FESTIVAL -
& ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Queens Gate, London
S Augustine, Queens Gate
11.30 am High Mass
4.15 pm Office, procession and Benediction
‘Baden Powell House
2.30 pm Annual General Meeting
June 9 GUILD PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM
June 30 Glastonbury Pilgrimage
August 18 Llahtony Pilgrimage
October 13 AUTUMN FESTIVAL LINCOLN CATHEDRAL
: ~ "Noon - Eucharist - 3 pm Office
October 27 ~ General Council
FESTIVAL

Group 17/23 Lichfield
Despite rain many servers, with their friends and clergy attended the festival in Lichfield cathedral
on September 8th. At noon the Bishop of Shrewsbury presided at the solemn eucharist at which

the Warden preached. In the afterncon at the Office the Bishop of Shrewsbury was the preacher.
The Secretary General and other councillors were present and the nave was filled for both services.

FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL
Annual Audit

Will all chapter treasurers piease remit their annuat subscriptions by December 14th. There are still
a certain number outstanding. Your kind cooperation is requested in order to save the cost of sen-
ding out many reminders.

Congratulations

On December 17th Brother Ken COLLINS will celebrate thirty years as sacristan throughout the
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whole life of S John, Walton on Thames. For fifty years he has been a server and is an enthu5|ast|c
member of his local chapter.

GUILD OFFICE
Word Coples

" A revised reprint of the Guild Office, words only, has now been received from the printers. These
are for sale at 20p each. Orders to the General Secretary.

We have a lone Brother member of the Guild, namely Willlam HONEY,

1001 E Front St, Bldg 27, Apt 2B, Piainfield, New Jersey 07062, USA, who would like to corres-
pond with any member in England. We shall be most grateful if someone would undertake this on
behalf of the Guild. He is also a member of the American Guild, the Order of S Vincent. He has a
great wish to come to England for the Easter festival but this depends if a kind brother could house
him for 4/5 days, preferably in London. Offers please to the Secretary General.

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS
$ Brendan, Bristol

At the September Office the chapter presented Fr Anthony Waker, who has been our chaplain since
1970, with a specially made set of white low mass vestments in honour of the silver jubilee of his
ordination.

S Chad; Coventry

Meeting in September at S Stephen, Canley Fr John Fowler officiated at the office for the last time
as chaplain. The address was given by the vicar, Fr David Bruce. In the hall afterwards a
presentation was made to Fr Fowler, who has returned to Guyana, and a warm welcome was given
to Fr Bruce as incoming chaplain. The bishop had congratulated him on this office and had sent his
blessings and goad wishes to the chapter. We joined with the chapter of S Dubritius in Ocaber at S
John Baptist, Leamington Spa, their chaplain Fr T Mander officiating and preaching. We were well
represented at the Autumn festival.

S Denys, Manchester

In August we visited The Ascension, Lower Broughton for a concelebrated mass, The September
meeting at S James, Warrington was well attended. Qur usual § Denystide eucharist in October
took place in Manchester cathedral, Canon J Nicholls celebrating and our chaplain, Fr H Bucklet
gave the address.

The Sacred Host, Cornwall

The chapter has continued with its monthiy meetings and in March we made the Stations of the
Cross in $ Michael and All Angels, Penwerris Falmouth led by the Chaplain, Fr Denis Nichols.
Foliowing the stations the members held a practice of the office. We have now sung it several times.
In April and May the chapter was represented at the festivals of the S Mark and S Uny, la, and Anta
chapter’s festivals.

Our own annual festival mass with procession and benediction was held within the actave of
Corpus Christi at S Gluvias with Penryn when Fr Charles L. MacDonnell gave the homily.
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The chapter was well represented at the West of England pilgrimage to Glastonbury and also in
June we made the pilgrimage to Gunwalloe where we sang the office which was followed by
benediction and an address given by the rector, Fr Peter R Long on the Oxford Movement and the
part played by priests in Cornwall in it.

The chapter was also represented at the Centenary mass of the Assize Sermon at S Issey parish
church.

S John Baptist, Torbay

The 150th anniversary of the Oxford Movement was marked by .a concelebrated sung eucharist.in
Paignton Church, in July. The Revd Stephen Leach, vicar and our chaplain, in his address recalted
the immediate circumstances which moved Keble to preach his famous sermon - an attempt by the
British Government to suppress ten Irish bishoprics and use the revenue to pay a tax which the Irish
people were refusing to do. Today we are accustomed to such mergers, but to Keble it-was an at-
tack on both the churg:h and a conquered pecple.

The movement which then resulted has both shaken and shaped the Church of England. Today
there is an ‘international apostasy’ and moral standards are no longer regarded as absolute. The
church, the world, needs to return to God.

The Bishop of Plymouth concelebrated with Fr P Nixon and Fr J Mountford. Many servers from the
Torbay area were present, and the hymns were the same as those used at the Oxford service.

$ Justus, Swanley, Kent

The chapter met at S Andrew, Orington, S Martin, Chelsfield and Holy Trinity, Dartford in the
summer, to sing the office. Some members attended the celebrations for the 150th anniversary of
the Oxford Movement in the Unlversuy Parks,"Oxford and at the Festival of Thanksglvmg in the
Royal Albert Hall,

. S Lawrence, North West Norfolk

Attendance in the summer months has been good in our visits to churches in our large area. In July
at S Mary, Bradenham Fr Irvine gave the address, then in August our patronal festival was at S
James, Castlacre where Fr Varney preached. Here Fr J Bloom was presented in his retirement with
a book token in acknowledgement of his great service to the chapter over the years. September saw
us at West Runton at which Fr Wilson spoke. We visited Foulsham in October when Fr Pickering
celebrated, and Fr Gedge gave an inspiring sermon. On each occasion there was a sung eucharist,
but we are practising to sing the office. ‘

S Mary Magdalen, Wednesbury

The chapter contiues to meet monthly with an average attendance of 65. The annual dinner was a
great success. Members have supported all the Guild festivals and events at Oxford, Lichfield and
Shrewsbury. A banner for the chapter was recently dedicated.

§S Osmund and Swithun, Bournemouth

Our meetings have been welt attended particularly our Autumn festival at S Francis of Assisi,
Bournemouth for a concelebrated mass at which Fr R Willis preached. The annual requiem in
November was at S Katherine, Southbourne when Fr R Jones gave the address. In memory of two
departed brethren, Harry Johnson and Cecil Sparshott, a thurible and boat, suitably inscribed,
have been purchased for the chapter, .
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S Petor the Apostle, Chelmsford

Many churches have been visited in the past year; the AGM being at All Saints’, Chelmsford. A
mass was celebrated at Maldon in February and $ John, Mouisham was visited in March. In June
. we visited the S Giles Convent at East Hanningfield, where our chapiain, the Revd R Corbin is
chapiain. The July office was in Holy Trinity, South Woodham Ferrers. Little Baddow in September
and Stock Harvard in October were both welt attended meetings. Slides of Assisi were shown by Fr
Corbin at this last meeting.

The Purlfication of our Lady, Teiford

| think this is possibly the first letter ever written about this chapter. The chapter was formed in
1929 from the Shrewsbury chapter. Over the years the chapter has met regularly. The last few
years as part of Telford New Town. We have branched out to cover most areas of the new town and
the surrounding areas. Over the last years we have visited 12 different churches each year and our
average attendances are now about 32 each month. Present offlcers are Fr A Miller, chaplain - Fr J
Pascoe, assistant chaplain - Bro T Suggitt, secretary/treasurer.

The Resurrection, Weston Supsr Mare

in May we neld a festival at All Saints’, Weston Super Mare, In spite of the very bad weather condi-
tions the festival was a success, with over 60 present from Weston, Cleveland, Bristol, Bath,
Cheltenham and Burnham on Sea. The morning mass was in honour of $ Matthias, the celebrant
was our chaplain, Fr Keith Haydon. In the afternoon we sang the office with procession of the Hast
round the church after benediction. Fr J Hay presided, then we all went in the church hall for
refreshments.

During the year our monthly meetings have been very well attended. In August we had a delightful
evening at the Priory church’'of S Andrew, Stungosey with mass in honour of S Bartholomew. We
were invited to the vicarage for refreshments ending the evening with compline.

“Pinum ﬁlwﬁalt

(AMBER)
PURE, FERMENTED, NATURAL WINE

IMPORTED SOLELY FOR ALTAR USE
Only by comparison can the exceptional value of these wines be-
fully appreciated; samples will be sent with pleasure on request’

s E STAFFORD & CO
LORDS MEADOW, CREDITON, DEVON
Telephone Crediton 2333
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ORDER FORM * - THE SERVER
Published in Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter S _— £1.60
Please send me The Server commencing with .
the ..coveeee. issue, for which | enciose chec}ue/postal'ordéf
to the value of .......... SO v, CODIES .......... year(s). -

....................................................................................

Please complete and return with remittance to:
N. Makepeace
37, Dillotford Avenue, Styvechale,

Coventry CV3 5DR
Telephone 0203 415278

If receipt required please send SAE . - - '

NOTE ©  Toensure you are included In the list of subscribers please complete and return this
form. .
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Form No 1 Application for Initiation - No.......
GUILD OF SERVANTS OF THE SANCTUARY

Date.. ..o 198
O
{(NAME IN FULL, BLOCK LETTERS)
beinga server atthechurchof.............................. e s
- and unreser\;edly accepting

catholic faith and practice, do apply for membership and do hereby concur in the objects, rules and

recommendations of the Guild.

Signature . ... e

....................................................................................

The above is a server at the church named and his request has my approval.

.................................................................. Incumbent/Chaplain

....................................................................................

Candidates for membership must serve a probation of twefve months from the date of inltiation before they are admitied to fuil
membership

A remittance of 75p must be sent with this form as entrance fee and first subscription.

Piease detach and return to: The Secretary General,
Mr H S Gadd,
8 Dale Flelds, Roebuck Lane.
Buckhurst Hill, Essex 1CG 5QT.
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- THE GUILD OF SERVANTS OF THE SANCTUARY

/, the undersigned

(full name, capitals)

.of

(address, capitals)

HEREBY COVENANT with the Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary that | will pay
annually on the .......c.ccoeveveeeens day of cccoovviriieeenins o7 RO years
or until my earlier death such amount as will after deduction of Income Tax at
the current standard rate leave a net sum of £ :

(and in words)

Signed, Sealed, Delivered:

Date

Witness . ‘ Address

- BANKER'S STANDING ORDER
To .

(Name of your Bank)

Address
(Address of your Bank)

Please pay to the Midland Bank PLC, Buckhurst Hill, Essex, for credit to the
account of the Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary, account no. 01001132, the
sum of £

(and amount in words)
on i : and thereafter annually
on the same date.

Name in capitals
Account no. Date ,
Return to: L Lewis, 184 Tottenham Road, Hornsey N8. -
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FARRIS’
ALTAR CAND

CHARLES FARIﬁS Ltd. ' IN ADDITION TO BEING ACTUAL

MANUFACTURERS OF CHURCH

have had the privilage of CANDLES, BOTH HAND AND
; MACHINE MADE, WE CAN ALSOQ

serving the clergy since OFFER FROM STOCK ALL THE

VARICUS ITEMS HERE LISTED: —

1845 and would em- "Qlivine’’ Sanctuary Qil

phasise  the fact that ggﬂg‘wg‘t?é?‘gsmcks
being ACTUAL Yotum Lights
' MANUFACTURERS . rapers |
of Church Candiss a ;ﬁlat?B\?i:a% ; Sacramental Wine
spoody ond DIRECT | Amnuno
service can ba offevsd Hassocks and Kneelers

CHURCH METAL & SILYERWORIK

ALL FORMS OF
CHURCH WOODWORK

'All enquiries, please direct to . . . . .

CHARLES FARRIS LTD.

BISHNOPSCGATE WORKS
STAINES ROAD, HOUMNSLOW, MIDDLESEX TwWs SON
01-570 1969 24-hour anoworing corvico.
SEND FOR A COPY OF OUR-LATEST PRICE LIST




How to keep
well informed...

ON THE CHURCH
AT WORK IN THE WORLD

It is more than ever essential that Christians should keep
themselves fully informed about the important discussions
and developments that are taking place in the Church today.

The Church newspaper with universal appeal that gives
the widest coverage of Church news, both home and overseas,
is the Church Times. Its responsible editorials, stimulating
articles, special features and book reviews are read by scores
' of thousands of active and thoughtful people of all shades of
churchmanship and politicat following.

| The Church Times plays an indispensable part in the life of
the Church of England; it has maintained the highest
standards of journalism throughout its 116 years of life.

in order to introduce the Church Times to potential new
readers we shall be very pleased to supply free specimen
copies to any parish willing to promote the sale of the paper.

Please write to us, stating quentities required:
G. J. Palmer & Sons Ltd., 7 Portugal Street, Landon, WC2A 2HP,



FOR ALL YOUR
RELIGIOUS BOOKS

ORDER YOUR CHURCH
REQUISITES TOO!

Candles, Wafers, Wine
and
Devotional articles

Ask for price lists stating your interest.

28 Margaret Street, Oxford Circus,
London, W1N 7LB. Tel: 01-580 2812

Branches at Oxford, Cambridge, Birmingham




