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EDITORIAL

Some ptiests and laymen boast about the comprehensiveness of the English Church,
But this all-embracing characteristic, although sheltering various schools of religious, social,
and political thought, may well hecome a grave menace to our church life. A broad rivér is
usually not very deep, and the comprehensiveness of an organisation tends towards weakness
rather than strength in the observance of its rules. It is true that we have a code of discipline
for the inferior clergy and lesser dignitaries, but at least one bishop has frequently uttered
heretical statements, and one dean has shocked thousands of his feilow churchmen by his
tactless political behaviour, Tactlessness is perhaps the mildest description of such conduct,
Those in authority have rightly condemned what is nothing less than outrageous and disloyal
conduct on the part of a pariicular dean, who appears to believe and broadcast any and every
- lie uitered by his communist friends. In spite of severe reproof he continues his strange
conduct, for preventing which, it appears, neithet Church not State has the necessary legal
means, In no other part of the Catholic Church would any minister, whatever his position,
be allowed to flaunt authority 2nd to commit such a dissetvice to Religion, We pay a heavy
‘price indeed for the boasted comprehensiveness of our church.
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Bible reading, systematic or haphazard, may have been regarded ns a substitute for
sacramental religion fifty to a hundred years ago: but now that the church has restored the
sacraments to their proper place in our life and worship, this is no excuse for the neglect of
devotional reading and study of Holy Scripture. This neglect of the Bibie is noticeable in
many preparatoty schuols whose pupils display an almosr abysmal ignorance of this subject
in the Common Entrance Examination, The Headmaster of one famous public school has
made it quite clear that he will not accept boys who do nor pass in scripture, no matter how
well they may do in other sub|ccts. We ate thankful for at least one public school w}uch
insists on some proficiency in a knowledge of the Bible.
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Our apologies to Bro. Hare who was incorrectly described as ‘Bro. Hartis® in the last
issue, We are very grateful to.him for all he is doing in connection with “The Server” and
he, like us, would welcome many more subscribers, even if it did increase his work.

It is regretted that our Guild Magazine has had to revert to the former times of publication
for the past two issues, bet our readers would hardly have been satisfied with the cover,
a few advertisements, and one or two articles for their three shilling subscription. So little
matter tor publication had been received that there was no point in producing an issue of the
paper.' All contributions are carefully considered and very few are rejected. So the remedy
lies with members of the Guild themseives. '

The article entitled *“ The Sacramental Fast” by Fr. Maxwell Rennie, which follows
on his intetesting article in the July number, is being held over until the next issue,
3



ALL HOLY SCRIPTURES

Some fourteen years age a paper was published dealing with the history of the Canonisa-
tion of the “Bible™ f(i.e., acceptance by the Jewish Councils of the books of the Old Testament,
and of the books of the Old and New Testaments, i.c., “Covenants”, by the Catholic Church
as being, respectively, their “Sacred Books™).

But even in these modern days of increased knowledge, made possible through the
many excellent broadcast talks on the subject, there is available, so far as I have been able
to discover, no shor! but faitly all-embracing account of the matters I now propose to set cut,

This paper will be divided into four main sections: the first dealing with the title “The
Bible"; the second dealing with the term “The Scriptures” as used by S. Paul in Romans 15,
4, and the term “All Holy Scriptures™ as used in the Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent;
the third dealing with the main discoverable stages of the Canonisation of the Old Testament;

and the fourth with the Canonisation of the New Testament.

The Misleading title of “The Bible”

The title “The Bible” is misleading
becaunse it gives the impression that the
enormously varied books contained within
the New and Old Testaments are one book,
and, as such, all of equal value and nature.
This one fact has been the cause of immense
misunderstanding, since it has led many
people to treat the Scriptures as a kind of
“lucky dip” from which any text may be
taken as being of equal imporiance and
spiritual value as, say, the Sermon on the
Mount !

The more correct title would be “The
Bibles” (plural); for this was the original
translation into Greek of the Hebrew word
for “The Books.” The Greek word for
“books” is “biblia”, and is fitst come
across in the Septuagint (LXX) translation
{made between 285-150 B.C.) of Daniel 9, 2.

The word “biblia” is derived from the
Greek word “biblos”, meaning the inner
bark of papyrus, that is “paper”. The
first misuse of the neuter pural “biblia™
as a singular Latin noun is of comparatively
late origin, and arose in the Western Church,
Its first ernetgence in Anglo-Saxon literature
as “The Bible” dates from the 14th century,
and is found in Piers Plowman and in Chaucer.
Its adoption by Wyclif in English and by
Luther in German fixed it in modern litera-
ture as the usual title for the Scriptures.

The danger of tegarding the /lbrary of
books (Biblia) as ome book (Bible) is obvious,
and has been the main cause of the funda-
mentalist trearment of the Scriptures as
originating through mechanical inspiration
rather than, as is the real fact, by moral and
spititual evolutionary progress in  God-
consciousness: an evolution which took place
over a period of some 2,000 years, and which
reveals a fascinating growth in man’s
appreciation of the nature of God culminating
in the climax of the Incarnation.

Contemplate for a moment the Zlisforic
scope of the Old Testament. It covers a
period from about 1300 B.C. to near-

Christian days. Here, in round figures arc
some of the dates of Old Testament events;—

2000 The birth of Abgaham.

1840  Joseph and jacob in Egypt.

1500 The birth of Moses.

1480 The Exodus from Egypt.

1400 Joshua captures “Jericho.

1000 Saul, King of Israel.

960 David, King of Istacl.

860 Elijah. :

760 Amos.

720 Isaiah.

580 Nebuchadnessar destroys Jerusalem.

The exile in Babylon,

540 The Jews return to the Holy Laad.

440 Nehemiah’s reforms.

330-200 Judah under Ptolemy of Egypt.
170 Antiochus persecutes the Jews.
160 The Maccabacan trevols.

63 Jerusalem captured by Pompey of
Rome.
31 Herod the Great.

Throughout all this vast period of
history there had been evolving, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit working in
the minds and consciences of seers and
prophets, a truly fascinating and unique
progress within the Jewish race, both in
spiritual and social revelation; and the
Old Testament library of sacred books
records fearlessly the whole story, without
leaving cut any of the eatlicr low ideas about
God and man’s duty to his neighbour.

‘The intelligent student will readily
discover many of these evolutions in thought
and it is vital that readers of the Old Testa-
ment should realise that i# is #he story of
gradual growth, and not just one book, and
that the books vaty enormously in value
as well as in date, purpose and presentation,

The more primitive parts of the Oid
Testament reveal the Hebrews as polytheists,
erecting altars to Baals (Gods) and neglecting
the worship of Jehovah the God of Israel.
The next step in progress is the result of
increased power and security, and emerges
as henotheism, or the belief that Jehovah




was the greatest of all the Gods. Then at
the time of Amos (760 B.C.) there emerged,
through the teaching of Amos, the supreme
achievement of the Hebrews—the belief
that thete is only One God over the whole
earth; that is, monotheism.

Again, we can discover the emergence of
increasingly high ideals of social 5ust1ce,
beginning with Moses” ideal of safy “an
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth”,
which was a vast improvement on the eatlier
method of ferocious vendettas involving
multiple vengéances for quite simple injuries,
Then, later on, there evolved higher ideals
of mercy and forgiveness, paving the way for
the Chtistian “counsel of petfection” to
“love your enemies and do good to those
who despitefully use you”.

Again, we see equally amazing evolutions
in the ideals of sex, marriage and family
relationships, emetging very gradually from
the very lowest standards towards those
revealed in the New Testament.

It is important also to have a clear grasp
of the forms by which these stages in progress
were recorded, and also of the complex way
in which various theories and accounts
were interwoven into what became in some
cases almost self-contradictory. records by
the Jehovist, Elohist, Deuteronomic and
Priestly Schools. ‘Thus we find contradictory
elements in the two accounts of Creation
in Genesis, of the Flood, and in many other
narratives. Remember that in those days,
when books were unknown and but few
scrolls were in existence, a multitude of
interlaced accounts resulted from oral
traditions; and later on, from innumerable
editings and re-editings. Even so, the sofal
resufts were such as tevealed a unity of
thought which discloses the main trends
of a progressive evolution, leading, as has
been stated above, to such high ideals as
prepared the way for the summit of rcvc]a-
tion in the Holy Incatnation. -

Rcmembet too, that there were employed
many different methods of presentation
in this great library of unequal and unequalled
books. Some were in the form of parables,
or allegories, such as Creation, the Garden
of Eden, and Jonah—resembling closely
Our Lord’s pwn method of teaching by
patables, or that of Milton or Bunyan,
Some books were purely poetic in method,
such as the Psalms. Others were factual
histories, such as Kings and Chronicles.
Some were the inspired works of seers and
prophets. Some were in ‘the nature of
relnglous “fiction”, suich as the thrilling

“play” Job.

- 20, condemns any private

You will see, therefore, how vital it is
to be able to differentiite between parable
and history, between poctic truth and
factual truth, and between the more primitive
stages of revelation and the later and hlghcr
stages.

- Infinite harm has been caused by inter-
preting the New Testament in terms of the
Old Testament, instead of interpreting the
Old Testament in terms of the New. One
might just as well try to interpret a Rolls
Royce in terms of a wheelbarrow,-instead of
regarding it as the climax of the progress in
wheeled iocomotion !

And.most of the still prevalent miscon-
ceptions about the Scriptures' have been
largely due to a wrong conception of “The
Bible” as ome book of equal spiritual level
throughout.

“The Scriptures” (Romans 15, 4).
“All Holy Scriptures” (Collect for Advent 2)

These two terms denote libraries of books
which differ vitally in their contents. When
S. Paul writes of ‘““The Scriptures” he refers
only to such books of the Old Testament as
were at that time included in that library;
you will read later on what these books were.
In the same way, when St, Peter in 2 Peter 1,
“ interpretation
of Scnpturc he also refers to that same library
of Scriptures.

When the Evangelists and writers of the
Episties were at work they would have been
shocked beyond words (and so would their
readers|) at the very suggestion that their

‘writings would ever have been included in

the sacro-sanct Scriptures, of which not one
“Jot” nor “tittle” could be altered (the “jot”
is the smallest letters in the Hebrew and
Greek alphabet, and the ““tittle” is any part
of a letter which differentiates it from another
letter).

The Ptimitive Catholic Church—largely
at first Jewish—very naturally adopted as its
Scriptutes the books that were Our Lotd’s
own, Sacred Library, and'to which innumer-
able references were made by Our Lord,
the Evangelists and the Apostles.

The fact that the New Testament did
become “Holy Scripture” and included
certain books and excluded certain other
books, coupled with what at first seems to be
the extraordinary omission of any statement’
of belief in “The Bible” in any of the Christian
Creeds (though but few people ever seem
to have noticed this startling fact]) takes us
on to the third and fourth sections of our
considerations,” which are, firsti— .

The Canonisation of The Old Testament

The word “canon” derives from a Greek
word meaning a ruler or straight rod which*



regulates ot determines the straightaess or
correctness of any article or principle—
such as the canon of goaod taste, beauty or
music.

The canonisation of the Scriptures was
the gradual, and then final decision of the
proper ecclesiastical authorities as to what
respectively should be regarded as the
Sacred Books of the Hebrew and Christian
Churches.

The canonisation of the Old Testament
extended over a period of not less than 700
years, and it is not possible to discover
exact dates as to when some of the books
were included. But it will suffice our purpose
to record briefly the main stages at which
groups of books had become accepted as
“Seripture”. But remember {itst that oral
tradition was for many centuries the main
process of the retention of and addition to
Sacred Histoty, and that probably the Book
of Esther was the first writfen Sacred Book,
and this was in the year 700 B.C.

These stages were as follows :—

620 B.C. (2 Kings 22, 8-23,3). The finding of
the “Book of the Law”’ (i.e., Deuteronomy,
or most of it) by Hikliah, and its promul-
gation by King Josiah.

450 B.C. (Nehemiah 8, 10). Under Ezra and
Nehemiah, when return from exile had in-
tensified the value of national literature the
Scriprures were increased to the Pentateuch
-—~that is the first five books of the Bible.

200 B.C. (Ecclesiasticus 44-50). Jesus ben-
Sira shows that the books of the Prophets
had by now been included.

150 B.C. Internal proof shows that by this
time all the books of the Old Testament
had been included, except Esther, Canticles
and Beclesiastes—probably owing to the
persecution by Antioches, who tried to
destroy all the Scriptures, See the Prologue
to Ecclesiasticus written by Sirach in 130

AD. 90. At the Synod of Jamnia, the San-
hedrin (after Jerusalem was captured by
Titus, AD. 70} added the remaining
books. This completed the Canonisation
of the Old Testament,

A word. must now be written about the
Apochrypha. These books were not allowed
within the Hebrew Canon, but were included
in the Septuagint, which was the ecarliest
Greek version of the Old Testament,
written in Alexandtia in the third century
B.C. The Synod of Jamnia excluded them
so did S. Jerome in A.D. 384. The Roman
Council of Trent in 1545 included them
finally in their version. But the Church of
England accepts them (see the Sixth Article
of Religion) “as Hierome (i.e., Jerome) says
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for example of life and instruction of manners

-—not to establish any doctrine”, Many

passages are, however, included in the

appointed lessons at Matins and Evensong.

The Canonisation of the New Testament
In dealing with this vital matter we must

keep in mind four most important facts :—

1, jesus left behind no writings at all,
He founded a Divine Society described by
S. Paul as “The Body of Christ” and promised
that “The Foly Ghost shall guide you into all
truth, and bring to mind whatsoever I bave said
smto yon.” (See the Gospel for Whitsunday),

2, As stated above, the writers ofy the
New Testament books would, at the time,
have been horrified at the very idea of their
writings being included in the Scriptures.

3. The Awrhority behind this period of
400 years during which the New Testament
was in process of canonisation was the
Undivided Catholic Church, acting under
the promised guidance of the Holy Spirit,
and from the eatliest days living in contact
with Jesus through the Sacraments of the
Church—the Brenking of the Bread on the
Lotd’s Day (Acts 2, 42), Baptism, the Laying
on of Hands in Confirmation and Ordination,
Absolution, Anointing and Marriage.

4, ‘Therefore it is obvious why we never
express our belief (in any of the Catholic
Creeds) in the Bible—for the Bible be/onged
to the Catholic Church by virtuz of its editorial
capacity and function, and so, when the Creeds
state our belief in “The Holy Catholic
Church and the Holy Ghost”, it includes
belief in the New Testament which it collated
as well as in the Qld Testament which it
accepted on the authority of Our Lord’s
own acceptance of it.

First, then, let us see what are the most
probable dates of the writings of the New
Testament books :—

A.D. 50-64. The Epistles were the first books
to be written, to churches and converts
in vatious parts of Christendom,

A.D. 65-75. The Synoptic Gospels (Mark
Matthew and Luke) were written and
also The Acts—when there was danger of
the eye-witnesses dying and leaving no
first-hand record of Our Lord’s life.

A.D. 90-100. During this period the Re-
velation and 8. John’s Gospel must have
been written,

Thus we see that the period of authorship
covers only about 70 years from Pentecost.

Here are the main discoverable stages of
their Canonisation :—

A.D, 140, Justin Martyr writes of the Gospels
being read together with the old Testa-
ment.

A.D. 160. The document called ‘‘Diatessa-
ron” joins together the four Gospels into
one consecutive nareation.




A.DD, 170, ‘The “Muratorian Fragment”,
recently discovered, contains all the New
Testament except S. James, 1 and 2 Peter
and Hebrews. But this “edition” was not
as yer called “Scriprure’.

‘A.D. 180. The great Irenaeus calls these
books “Scriptures”. They may have been
so called before this date, but there is no
record of such statement.

A, 200. Tertullian includes practically
all the New Testament as “Scripture”. .

‘A.D. 303. The persecution under Diocletian
tends to “‘harden” this process of Canoni-
sation, and to make the books more sacred

. Since he tried to. destroy all Christian

.. writings. ’

. -A.D. 331. "The Emperor Constantine orders
" fifty copies of the Bible, including the
whole of the New Testament, to be
prepared and presented to the churches of
Constantinople. This is the first time the

. whole Bible was authorised and bound
together, ) . .
A.D. 365. S. Athanasius, in his Pastoral,

includes the whole Bible, including the
Apochrypha as an appendix. ’

A.D, 397, The Thitd Council of Carthage,

- and A.D. 382; a Council at Rome, finally
authorise, and officially edit the complete
New Testament as we have it now.

Conclusion

Thus we see that the New Testament was
in process of Canonisation throughout the
period of about 400 years under the authotity
of the undivided Catholic Church, which
under the promised guidance of the Holy

Spitic, was led to accept certain books,

and reject certain others (these latter can be
found collected into “The Apochryphal
New Testament,”) and that the New Testa-
. ment belongs aniguely to the Catholic Church.

Moteovet, its final “editing” coincides with
that great formative period when the Oezu-
menical Councils were forming and deciding
the creeds of Christendom, culminating in
the Councils of Nicea (A.1D.325), Constanti-
nople {A.D. 381)and Chalcedon (A.D. 451).
It is owing to this fact that, as stated eatlier
on, the Creeds make wo_mention of belief, in
the Bible—since belief in the One Holy
Catholic and Apostolic Church, together
-with belief in the Holy Ghost, imiplies
belief in the books collected and edited by
that Church, as it also does in the final
acceptance of Sunday to be the successor
to the Sabbath as “The Lord’s Day”.

So it is obvious that those who rejéct
the “Faith once delivered to the Saints”

1 Ripley Qo

and codified in the Catholic Creeds, auto-
matically ought to reject the “Church’s
Book” as authoritative Scripture.,

« Thase outside the historic and Sacramental
Church may happen to approv¢ of the New
Testament, but its absolute authority derives
from the Catholic Church, which was living
and triumphing over the forces of enemies,

. both from within and without, by virtue of

its full and complete acceptance: of the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, add of its
universal personal contact with Our Lord
in the Sacraments. & | .

In fact, the Catholic Chutch, the Catholic °
Creeds, the Catholic Sacraments and the
Catholic Bible (and, indeed, the Catholic
Sunday in place of the Jewish Sabbathl) .
are all ONE INDISSOLUBLE AND

* DIVINE WHOLE: ‘to reject any one of

these is to teject the whole—to a logical
person | i

The Holy Ghost did thus GUIDE THE
CHURCH into ALL TRUTH, and also bring
to the mind of the Apostolic Church all
that Jesus Himself had taught.

W.H,M.R.
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THE TREASURES IN OUR CHURCHES iii

CARVED WOODWORK AND FURNITURE. by Ricuarp Liorp.

“Art is the gift of G’rod, and must be used
Unto His glory.”  Longfellow (Mirdae! Angero).

After the stone-mason, the carpenter and the wood-carver did mare for the beautifying
of our churches than any wther craftsmen. The two aspects of working in wood, the construc-
tional and the decorative, that in our time have largely become separated, wete in mediaeval
days undettaken by the same groups of workmen, under the protection and guidance of the .
same Guild, In the primitive buildings crected in Saxon times, wood played an important

art in the construction of walls, towers and other featutes of the edifice, the framework
ing filled with reeds and plastet, or with brick-work. Most of these buildings have vanished

owing to their perishable nature, or through replacément by stone buildings, but 2 few frame -

buildings remain, and ‘the practice of etecting such “black and white” buildings persisted in
some patts of the country right up till Tudor times, notably in Cheshire and the Welsh border,
and in two southern areas in Hampshire and Essex. Although most towns and villages under
the Normans seem to have attained a solid stone church, the carpenter continued to supply
the roof, the spire, and often the porch, and as the 13th and 14th centuries developed, so the
work became bolder and finer an.tj:> more ornamental. In many ways the Englishman secems to
have felt more at home in carving and decorating wood than stone, and certainly the fine work
that has survived:-the depredations of fire, beetle, and puritan, is equal to anything that can be
scen in'other countries. The student of wood-work is therefore in the happy position of
being surrounded by, almost endless examples of craftsmanship.
Categories ! such demarid for buildings, for ships, and
It will be convenient to consider one by for smelting iron, that supplies began to
one the various' features of the building run out in the 15th century, and Baltic oak
that called forth the ingenuity, the imagina- was imported for lighter work, called
tion and the loving care of the wood-worker,  “wanescot wood.” The construction of roofs
Unless 2 quite deep study is to be made of over large buildings was a science that exer-
the subject, it is well to choose the patticular  cised the invention of the master-carpenter,
features that are found to be of greatest and'various formulae were adopted. The
interest or attraction, or of “which the earliest and simplest form is the tie-beam,
neighbourhood contains the most numerous  construction, in which a single beam is
examples, and to concentrate on those. laid horizontally across from wall to' wall,
In this manner the student will not find and with the two sloping rafters above it
himself smothered by the profusion of forms a triangle that exerts no side thrust
material and will have a good chance of on the walls. This is usually strenghtened
getting to know sufficient about his subjéct by either a king-post standing on the middle
to appreciate its finer points of style, period  of the beam, or by two queen-posts, each
and workminship, Accordingly he may well  standing about one third of the way along it.
concentrate on one or more of the following: Below each tie-beam there are normally
Roofs, Screens, Stalls and Benches, Font two braces that . run up from the walls at an’
Canopies and Pulpits, Lecterns and Altar angle to support it. In early work these
tables and Ornaments, Some remarks are straight, but later they become curved,
conceming each of these headings may be and so take the form of a seties of wooden
found helpful. - *_ arches. Next the bold step was taken of
Roofs . omitting the tie-beam altogether and depend-
Perhaps the most truly constructional ing on the much improved construction
feature produced by the carpenter is the of the masonty to take the side thrust of the
roof, and it is a fascinating subject. In this roof, backed up with suitable buttresses.
country the stone vault was restricted 'to the The load was however distributed as low
greater churches and abbeys, and. virtually down as possible by employing, upright
all the smaller buildings were provided with  wall-pieces extending down the surface of
wooden roofs. And wood construction  the wall and supported at the foot by corbels.
means nearly always oak construction, This solution was possible only for buildings
as this was almost the only wood used for of no great width, so with the inctease in
permanent building, other than elm .in a  the size of churches other designs had to be
few instances. Our own English oak was in  adopted. This led almost inevitably to the
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practice of, so to speak, taking the span
in several steps. The arch-bracing instead of
resting on the wall, is now made to rise
from brackets projecting from the ‘wall
and weighted down on their outer ends
by the pressure of the principal rafters.
T}kvmsc brackets are called hammer-beams,
and are themselves supported by curved
braces below them, and by their use the
final span to be arched over is correspond-
ingly teduced. In the course of the 15th
century this form was further developed,
and double hammer-beams were sometimes
employed, one seties above the other, with
great ingenuity and elegance.

The decoration and carving of many of
our roofs are indeed splendid, Those of
eatly trussed-rafter type were often boarded
in below the trusses, they and the central
part of the beam forming three surfaces at
an angle to each other. .The resulting
ceiling, in three planes, was divided into
panels by moulded heams, with carved
and painted bosses at their intersections.
When curved trusses were used the ceilings
took the form of an arched curve, and these
also were treated in the manner described,
designs and motifs being painted on coloured
grounds in the panels, and the framing being
gilt and coloured in contrast. Although rot
or insect, or the misplaced enthusiasm of
the Victorians for open roofs, have destroyed
many of these early ceilings, excelient
examples remain, especially in the Eastern
Counties, One of the finest, that should be
examined, is in Peterborough Cathedral.
But it was in the decoration of the hammer-
beam roofs that the carvers excelled. By
the convention of terminating eachbeam in 2
bust ot head of an angel, or of carving cach
hammer-beam itself into the form of an angel,
with great gilt or coloured wings attached,
and of a profusion of shields of arms,
symbols of the Passion, cusping, cresting and
other formal enrichment, they produced roofs
that have never been equalled for beauty
or vatiety. Two parts of the country
especially have wonderful examples of this
work, the Eastern Counties and the West
Country, In the Midlands low-pitched
roofs, with elaborate carving on the exposed
sides of beams and braces, were popular.
Wales has many fine roofs also, some with
that fine carved tracery that seems to have
persisted there from Celtic times.  The
Reformation everywhere brought to an
end this exuberance of decoration, and in
Stuart days rather sober practical roofs,
often with stucco ceilings, became fashionable
urtil with the 18th century introduction
of the Classical Temple convention, univer-
sally flat or coffered ceilings, sometimes

with painted scenic decoration and occasion-
ally with a dome over the crossing, put an
end to the ancient English tradition.

Screens
It has been a tradition of the Church
from the carliest times that the area con-
taining the altar should be divided off from
the rest of the building. In primitive times
this was obtained by the erection of “cancelli”
or low screens with gates in the middle,
beyond which only baptised christians were
allowed. The same division was doubtless
observed in the carliest churches in this
country, by the erection of low walls in
masonty ot wood, though few traces of these
remain. By the thirteenth century, however,
the practice of erecting a, high openwork
screen had become established, and the work
progressively developed in  design and
craftsmanship duting the following three
hundred years. The earliest existing screens
cleatly take their inspiration from contem-
Eomry building, and the catpenter works
is wood in a slavish imitation of the mason,
using the material as if it were a kind of stone,
The design of the screens could equally well,
and in fact better, have been cacried out in
stone. The thin turned shafting with
capital and base, deep ' mouldings quite
unsuited to carpentry,” tracery cut out of
solid planking, even imitation tiling, all tell
the same stoey. The joiner had in fact not
yet mastered his material, and was only just
emerging from the age when coffins and chests
were hollowed out of a solid tree-trunk.
The stout cak boards were not as-yet mor-
ticed together, but fixed with individual
wooden dowels. By 1400, however, the
wood-worker had emancipated himself com-
pletely, and from then until the death, of

- mediaeval art under the Tudors produced a
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great amount of splendid work. It is
sutptising in fact that so many of the magni-
ficent Screens have remained in our country
churches, and we must be thankful that the
self-styled reformers contented themselves
in most cases with removing the Rood’
figures, with or without the Loft that
supported them, and leaving the traceried
screen intact, ‘Those that remained have for
the most part lost their decoration, and they
must be imagined as coloured and gilt, and
ecven in some cases set with glass mosaic in
plaster. Our churches must in fact have
looked not unlike Greek or Russian Orthodox
churches, with,the great glittering screen
interposed between worshippers and altar.
Screens exist all over the country, and various
local styles may be distinguished, The two
principal are the Eastern which covers
Notrfolk, Suffolk and Essex, and the Western
which includes work in Somerset, Devon




'
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" and Cornwall. - Thcrc is-also a group. of E

screens’ in Gloucestershire and Wales that
have their own local’ peculiarities, while the
Northern areas of Yorkshire and Lancashire,
and the Midlands, derive their styles to some
extent from the Eastern Counties. Naturally
styles ovetflow into neighbouring counties,
and isolated examples of all styles may be
found, to surprise and confute the expert.
‘The Eastern type of screen is usually of lof:y
construction, with nattow window openings
and a loft projecting forward on 2 deep cove

and it is generally placed between: the-pillars

iof the chancel ‘arch. The Western type
.is characterised by being lower and with the

arches wider spaced, the windows filled with

elaborate - tracery, ‘and the loft borne by
vanlting that fills the spandrels between the
openings. In the west, many churches have
aisles that extend as far east as the chancel
‘wall, and in these cases the great screen may
run nght across the church from:side to side,

standing. clcar of the pillars ofathe arca.dc, .

and contaznmgva dozen or mere traceried
openings besides the central gateway.

their carved parapet panels remain than
elsewhere. In the East however there are
more examples of painted designs and figures
on the panels of the screens. It is not possible
in g short article to list the many fine examples
‘of both, types that’ abound, but mention
_might be 'made of Southwold and ‘Attle-
.barough -in the Eastern Counties, and of
-Dunster, Lapford and Kentisbere in the West.

The Welsh screens are often simple-in design,

,with, square-headed openings and delicate

tracery. The typical local carving, in which
-small intricate and:often geometrical patterns -
‘are used in great variery, is well displayed
;on man of .these; and among them the

ibeautiful ‘lacelike work at Llsnegryn is a '

"fine example. Of the Northern and Midland
work,
: chsley, and in the Jesus Chapel at Manches-
, ter deserve especial study. .

Those who live in the districts mentioned
have a fine store of treasures close at hand,
“but there are in fact few counties that cannot
‘show at least some good cxamples of me-
diaeval scrcen-work

Stalls and Benches

| Closelylallied*td streeri-work is the design.

tand erection of the stalls that line the sndcs
.of a choir, and sometimes have a “return”

tin which.a few seats face east with theif ~

shacks to «the choir sereen. In the finest.

examples the stalls aré backed and crowsied

by a series of canopies which may in fact
orm 2n integral part of the screen. The
: finest examples are to be found in our

{ Cathedrals and Abbeys, and these will be-

In.
the West Country and Wales more lofts with -

the screens at Flamborough ’and : .

. .
-~ .

well known to most, and will certainly have
been visited by Servers who live in the
district. = Many will have made special
trips tO see such famous examples as the 13th
century stalls in Lancaster and Wiachester,

and the wonderful carving at Chester that
dates from 1380. Stalls may aiso be found
in many of out parish churches, though-
of a' more homely type, and it is these that
the student will be more especially interested
to seek out and examine, as they are seldom
illustrated and are less. well known. All
Saints, Hereford, for example has two sets
of five stalls undcr embattled testers, and
among the more general type without
canopies may be mentioned Ludléw with a
fine range dating from the 14th century
‘with lively figures carved on the miscnco:d
seats.

But far more numerous and often of no
less interest are the ancient nave benches
+ that;may be found up and down the country.

‘As in the case of other wood-work the dif-

ferent. parts of the “coantry have differing

conventions in design, The bench-ends in

‘the West Country are for the most part

square-headed, while the . Bastern Counties

generally follow a less testrained form, in -
which the upper part terminates in mouldings

running up to a point, crowned with a

popey-head of the conventional flevr-de-lys

pattern. In ofdet 1o support both the seat
and the book-rest behind it these bench-ends
take various forms, many of them not sym-
- metrical, and here again local custom appears
to dictate choice. The square-headed bench-
Jends in the western districts are wide enough
to cover both seat and desk, and so present

-broad. rectangular surfaces that are de-

corated with lovely traceried carving,

with shields of atms, with figutes of saints
and-éveryday scenes in relief, animals wild
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and domestic, and especially with’ fruit
and curving foilage. The Midlands and the
North, however, generally made the .ends
narrower-at the top, and widenéd them out
lower down, on one side only, to take the
seat. In East Anglia and Yorkshire this plan
was taken a step farther by erecting an
additional post at one side, which may
terminate at seat height, but more often
continues upwards and terminates in some
device, an animal or perhaps a human figure,
which forms with the central popey a charm-
ing composition. While the Devon and

Lincolnshire, and Bradford and Newcastle
further north have interesting covers, and
and thhaps the finest of all is to be found at
Ewelme, south-east of Oxford, which has
2 marvellous example towering up over 1
feet in the' air. ‘
Pulpits also were often provided with
testers that served as sounding-boards

and aesthetically completed the design of’

this piece of church furniture. When placed
in the choir of a cathedral or a monastic
foundation they may form part of the scheme

. for the stalls, with a great canopy harmonising

Somerset work is confined chiefly to relief |

carving, the Norfolk and Suffolk wortk is
often in the round, dot only as regards the
terminal figures but also small additional
figures standing in canopied niches, The
originality shown in the désign and carving
of these ancient benches is surprising:

it is evident that the craftsman felt himself-

at liberty to indulge his fancy anfl that he
enjoyed including odd conceits and quaintly
contrived scenes, some of them' with a rude
rustic humour that recalls Chaucer’s charac-
ters,. We are here seeing the work of the

villa?c workman rather than that of a”

high
master-carpenter in some . large workshop.
The work is correspondingly lively, diverse,

y . skilled person working under a -

;gpagtimcs crude, but almost always delight- |

Font Canoples and Pulpits

Thege two’items of the nave furniture may
conyeniently be grouped together, as they
hgye much in common as regards workman-
ship,

Font, from which it was dipped for use as
needed, and into which our infant fore-
fathers were dipped at Baptism. To preserve
it from polution it was ordered that a
locked cover be placed oveér the bowl, and
though early examples were simple: lids
the joiners 'soon found in them suitable
objects’ on which to lavish their skill, Low
wooden steeples with doors at one side and

Fotmerly the Holy-water that was:
‘blessed at Easter was left standing in the

suited ‘to theit purpose.

with the rest of the work., In cases where
they were placed in the nave of: a parish
church they wete made on occasion to
correspond to the font-cover, and a few
fine spired examples still remain in count

churches, of which the one at Edleshoroug]

in Bucks is typical, The pulpits themselves
were usudlly of oak, and were admirably
An early example
exists at Mellor which is carved out of a
solid block of wood, like a primitive’ chest,
In general their constuction follows closely
the improvements noted in screen building.

A hexagonal shape with one side open was

standard, and mediaeval examples are usually
omamented with cusped panels in relief
and sometimes with figures of saints,

especially. in the Weést Country, as are the,

examples at Bovey Tracey in Devon and
Trull in Somerset. Unlike other features,
the pulpit gained an importance with the
coming of the Reformation and its spaté
of preachers, The added importance given

to the “Word” is reflected in the great

number of pulpits that were constructed in
Jacobean times, many of which have con-
tinued in use Sunday b
time, and most of which are well built and
have a practical homely charm of their own.
The student of font and pulpit covers is
lucky in that he can continue his study of

" examples right through the Classical revival

crocketed ridges became more elaborate in-
the course of the 14th century, to blossom:

out subsequently into towering - shafts of
canopywork, provided with ttacieried win-
dows and tiers of niches and saints, gilt
and coloured’ and suspended from a great
chain and counter-weight. As the fonts
themselves were similarly decorated,. font
and cover formed one artistic whole, standing
at the West end of the church like some giant
thurible, and forming a worthy setting for
the first of the Christian Sactaments, There
are many fine examples up and down the
country, with numbers’ in the Eastern
Counties and in Yorkshire. Frieston in

and up to the dawn of the last century.
Lovely classical covers, catved with swags
of fruit and flowers, with cherubs and masks,
and fine acanthus foliage were produced,
and though the greater number will be found
in London and other city churches, they are
here and there to be found in country “dis-
tricts as well,

Lecterns and ‘Holy Tables

The Eagle lectern is ptimitive in origin,
and it s likely that many early examples
were of wood. Naturlly the metal
examples have survived more, often, and
there are,only some twénty in oak left.
Nearly all of these, however; are worthy of
study and have some peculiafity, The fine

- example in St. Cross, Winchiester has a short
13 :
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curved beak and is known as “The Parrot”’;
that at Bledow, Bucks, has the head turned
backwards; and the unusual one in Monk-
silver church, Somerset, is attached to the
chancél screen, Of early examples those in
Holy Rood, Southampton, and Sparsholt,
Berks, should be noted, both of them dating
from the 14th century, All date from pre-
reformation days, and there are indications.
that they also were gay with gilt and colour
when they were young. In this they are:
unlike the wooden altar-table which virtually
started its carecr under Elizabeth, though
wooden altars with a stone mensa cerainly
existed in some poorer churches before that
time, '

The. Tudor and Stuart “Holy Table™ isa
worthily built and carved object, often rather
heavy in design and following the current
fashion for domestic fumiture. It is not
unusual to find the date of construction.

 Carved Bench-ends from Swavesey, ‘Iuingbaa ‘and Eynesbury

.

-y
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carvied on it; and as, for at least a part of the:

petiod in question, no “decent carpet”

was used, it was—unlike many modern -
examples—built to be seen of men ind to be

not unworthy of its sacred use, Such tables

are usually too short for the requirements

of a high altar today, but they make very

lovely side-altars, eapecially if the frontal is:

hung so that the front legs are visible,

A fine example was recently moved from

Chancel to Lady Chapel at Cannington,

in Somerset, where it Is now seen.to ad-

vantage. Contemporary with the wodden

altar tables dre the “bed-post” communion

rails, many of which still remain in use. -
There ate few ancient altar ornaments in

wood extant, and those are mostly in muse--
ums or private collections, With riddel-posts

and other such embellishments of the sactuary

they formed an only too ‘casy prey for

“Reform”, and most must have ended their

days in domestic service

or as firewood. The enthu-

siastic collector may still

come across examples from

time to time in antique

shops -or at sales, as also,

individual pieces of carving,

figures of saints and similar,
remains of the glories that

once graced the churches”
of our land. -

- — ]

Recording

As in the case of Monu-
ments, the study of wood-
work goes hand in hand
with photography.  The
technique is rather mote
difficult, however; as the
dark oak is not an easy
subject. Pefhaps the easiest
and in some ways the most
attractive single object to
record is the bench-end;
they are'easy to photograph,
or in. some cases even to!
take light rubbings of, and
they are filled with lively
detail. '

* Black kindly loaned by tie'
Bditor of “ The Sentinel ™
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O THEIR HISTORY
Introduction

THE "DAILY OFFICES. 'ii

by Tue Rev. W. H. BARNARD,

¢

.Last time we considered the Naturc and Function of the Daily Offices of' the Church
We noted the difference between the Mass, a Sacrament, an action. involving movément,
and the Offices of Morning ind Evening Prayer which, we <a|d were Meditative; non-sacra-
mental without actions and outward signs. Yet all torm patt of l:hat corporate act of \Worslnp

-which Man owes to God his Creator,*

Now we Jare.to look in more detail at the Daﬂy Ofﬁces and we w1ll think ﬁm of their

history.
1

SR

Jewish. Worshxp - L

" The dxﬂ'ercncc between the Mass and the
Offices is almost the same as that betwcen
Jewish Worship at the Tcmplc in Jerusalem,
which centred on the various’ Jewish Sacri-
fices, and the worship in other places at the
local synz.gogue, where thcrc was  no
sacrifice, - '

These J)fnagaguy J'erwm‘, whnch our Lord
and His disciples - attended frequently,
consisted of Psalms, prayers and' Scripture
readings, The h1stoty of the Daily Offices of
the Christian Church starts with
The early Christians, if they were Jews,
continue attendance’at the Jewish services
and later added to these the Lord’s Supper.

them..

" God, which they called the us Dei”, -
their work for God. They spaccg out their
day according to_the advice of the Psalmist,
‘7 times'a day will I pray and that instantly’.
Eventually there came into being' 8 Daily
Offices ot Hours of Prayer (2 of which were
said together) and these were used in the
?&o;astenes which grew up.in all Chnstmn
ands

'3, The Middle Ages

Eventually of cburse 'the Mdss” became a®
definite and sepafate agt of Worshlp on its

own.
‘2. Early. Christian Worshlp ,

In the first centuries of Christian worship,
we hear very little of other services than the
Mass. It was the only public act of Christian
worship in which all Christians were bound
te join, When persecution ceased, however,
Christians were free to practice their religion
Openly

- The Mass remained at the centre, but

- more devout and lejsured Christians sought
other opportunities, 'of common worship,

Further, without a priest and several
assistants the Mass could not even take. place.

So we find forms of«serv:ce ansmg to meet

these needs,

‘Naturaiiy
services, where no priest 'was ‘tequited,
. served as a model; Groups of Christians met
together for rayer at various times of the
day, especially at ‘the old Jewish times* of.
of: prayer, the 3rd, Gth, and  9th: hours,
corresponding to. .out 9 a:m., 12 noon. zmd-
3 pm. o

" “These prayet groups crystallxscd gradually-
into .what- were later described "as Religiour.

.. Commimities of monks and huns. The first
“claim on their time was the worship of

the old: ]cwxsh Synagoguc

Throughout the Western Church “these
Offices consisted of :—

Mattine and Lauds said dunng the mght
or-eatly hodts of the morning. Lauds
consisted mainly of Psalms of praise.” * -

Prime, the first hour, was said at Dawn,
dbout 6 a.m., followed by Terce, Sexs and
Nons, which as their names imply, :were
said at 9 a.m. mid-day and 3 p.m. respectwcly.

-In the early evening, Vespers was - said -

and the round of prayer was completed:
just before bed-time with . Compline, based
on the same model as Prime: .

In saying these Offices the whole: of thc
Psaims were read through in the course of a
week, Hymns, prayers, antiphons and short
Scripture’ readings ‘were also_included.

It was this continual round of wotship,
together with the Mass, that was the centre
of thelife of the great Monastic Commumtles
of the Middle Ages. .

In most cases it was regularly and; splen—
didly perforrned for it was b partlcular
function of.those within the whole Body of
Chfrmt who had bccn called to the Rchglous
Life

4. The Reformanon

Unfortunately, ‘the” su erstitions and cor-
ruptions ‘which entered the Church and’
affected the Liturgy, also caused’ these

- Daily Offices to become somewhat\mvolvcd
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and complex. gy the 16th century, it was
dgreed on’all sides that the Chutch’ Service'
Books, as chI 4s the Mass, stood i in necd of
reform. Qs

In England, as we know, thc Reformatlon
swept away the Monasteries, and thc‘old
system of worship went with them, But

¥



Cranmer and his associates ‘wished to retain
the spitit of the old Offices and in making
changes they had these 4 ideas in mindi—
{a) the need 1o smplify & very complex
system,

(b) the recovery of the continuous reading of
the Bible and recitation of the Psalms
which had been broken up by the
introduction of so many minor Saints’
days into the Church’s Kalendar,
the wish to abolish certain corruptions
which had crept in, such as doubtful
legends of the Saints, which were
.read as lessons,

the desite to make the Offices suitable
Jor ordinary lgy-folk as well as for the
clergy and religious.

Thus we find the 8 Services compressed
and reduced to 2, namely Moming and
Evening Prayet, as in our present Prayer
Book,

Quite obviously there were many losses
and disadvantages, as well as certain
advantages in doing this, a8 we shall see when
we consider the Structure of the Services.

Nevertheless by shortening, rearranging,
and translating into English the Cld Latin
Services, 2 fairly simple daily services ware
produced ivhicl!-: were short enough for
ordinary people, who had work to do in the
world, to take part in,

The Psalms would continue to provide
a large partof the Services, but their recitation
would now spread over & month instedd of
a week. ,

The amount of Bible reading was increased
so that the greater part of the Old Testament
would be read throngh once in the year in
the first Lessons, and the New Testament
twice in the second Lessons,

Morning Prayer took over certain elements
from the Old Mattins, e.g., the Te Deum
and Lessons; and from Lauds, the Bene-
dicite and Benedictus; whilst the familiar
3rd Collect, “O Lord ‘who has safely brought
us to the beginning of this day” is from
Prime.

Evensong was compogsed from the old
Vespets, e.g., the Magnificat; and from
Compline, with its Nunc Dimittis and
Collect, ‘Lighten our datkness”.

5. Today .

It was never intended that these 2 new
Services should replace the Mass as the
chief act of Sunday Worship. The Mass
remained at the centre, a8 is shown by the
fact that the Sermon, collection, notices,
public announcements and Blessing are
:? take place at it and are ordered nowhere
else.

{c)

(d)
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An catly Mass for the few, followed later
by Morning Prayer, sung with hymns and
Sermon and unconnected with the Mass,
was never in the minds of even the most
Protestant of our English Reformers.

In addition, as we saw last time, Morning
and Evening Prayer require a great deal
of spiritual background and understanding
in order to be entefed into properly. They
are not simpler or more “popular’ servicea
than the Mass,

Where they are regarded as such, then
any popuolar appeal comes mainly from
the hymns, specinl prayers, Sermon and so
forth, which have been added to them,
or worse still by the substitution of specially
chosen shortened Psalms and Lessons for
those ordered.

To do this, a8 we shall see later, is to
misundesstand entirely the. purpose, not
only of thetwo services themselves, but of the
whole Book of Common Prayer. It makes
even more obscure the fact that the Daily
Offices are part of man’s worship offered to
God, The old offices shewed this plainly
and were not intended to provide “uplift”
for those taking part.

To popularise them is to concentrate on
the edification of the individual worshipper
and make them subjective whereas they should
be objective. They are the “opus Dei”,
the work for God, offered by Man to God,
as an essential part of his duty. They are in
fact the Divine Office which Man, the creature
owes to God, his Creator, When we join
in them let us see that we use and treat them
a8 such.

WHY DOGMAS?

Today we are living in an age of spiritual
and mental indolence, Men seem to have
given up caring for anything that is really
worth-while. In consequence, their values
have become entirely out of proportion,
and at every turn they confuse the im-
portant with the unimportant,

How often do we hear it said that Religion
is a simple thing ?

“What is the good of all this ceremonial?
Why can’t I be left to worship God in
my own way? | want freedom of thought,
not a complicated systern of observances.
Christ taught a simple Religion”.

That is where they are wrong, Christianity
is anything but simple. Tts sets forth the
very highest Code of Monlity ever known
to man and, as is constantly being made
manifest to cach one of us, Goodness is a
vittue which 8 extremely difficult to
cultivate, )

»
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This is because Evil produces self-
gratification, though only for a limited
period, whereas Goodness often receives
no visible reward. So men naturally tend
to evil, unless they havean ethical preven-
tive. In order to ecnable us to recognise the
True from the False, the Christian Church
has provided its children with a strict code

-of discipline. :

doctar who does noe stick rigidly to every

This discipline caters, not only for physical

obedience, but more. sspecially for spiriraal
obedience. This naturally results in certain
physical reservations é6n acts, such as fasting
and prayer, It covers the whole of our lives
by directing our beliefs into the correct
channels, and its observance is essential to
the well-being of our souls,

Dogma;then, is the formula which enables
us to live in obedience to the will of God.
It is all too simple to choose that which is
easy instead of that which is right, and so
Dogma is necessary to guide us in our
judgments, At first sight it may seem
impossible to obey its dictates. Doubts will
arise, and they may be extremely - difficult
to conquer, Yet God has not forgotten
the frailty of human nature. He has furnished

us with Grace to help us in our task. This °

Grace is renewed at. each communion:
50.we sce one reason for the importance of
\, regular attendance at Mass.

The -Church is the inspired mouth-piece -

. of God, and therefore she declares His
commands to us. A Dogma is not something
created by the sudden whim of a group of

highly placed ecclesiastics. It is a belief which

has long been held, and is then given the
authotity of the Church.

We ofien hear people remark that dogma
is an-entirely unnecessary clerical device.
All that the world needs is men with kind
hearts. Their individual interpretations of
Christianity do nét really matter,, providing

that they are trying to be good. Yet such’

people would- be the first to condemn a

-dictate of medical science. They would say

that he is a dangerous menace to his patients,
and they would be right. Yet a priest who
does. not obey doctrinal revelation s
equally a dangerous menace but to the
souls in his cure., T

-If any churchman fails to stress the
importance of dogmatic theology, he: is
ﬁgEtin on the wrong side. He is acting the
art of traitor.to our cause and by negligence
e is opening the’ way to innumerable
heresies. Dogma. is “the  main preventive
against heretical belief, If we use it as 4
vard-stick to- measure the stability of our
faith, we shall dtive away all the errors
which are awaiting their opportunity to
pollute our minds.

We, who uphold the: Catholic Faith, are
those upon whom the responsibility of
maintaining the dogmas of the Chutch has
fallen. Today the attack comes not only from
outside, but also from within. We find in

. our own Communion certain clergy holding

important positions, who continually preach
heresies. They are apparently trying to
produce a’ type of Christianity which will
“appeal” to the man in the street. What
could be more confusing to the man in the
pew? Instead of increasing our congregations
we shall lose them, for no-one respects
slackness, - _

The Modernist Heretic is the coritem.
porary anti-Christ, and "he must be resisted
at all costs, THhis is our duty, If we fail injit
we imperil the whole of God’s scheme for
our Salvation, Remember the words of the
Quicunque Vult. ’

“Whosoever will be saved: before all
things it is necessary that he hold the Catholic
Faith.” . B

" And the Catholic Faith is contained within
the Dogmas of our Church. .

Micuarl B. THowmas, B.S.B.

v

PROCESSIONS -

by W. H. Morrry.

Processions are part of the instincts of bumanity and go far back in our. past history.
The.beloved toy of childhood-the Noah’s Ark-possesses the basic principle of arranging the

the animals to go somewhere to do something,

rocessions were ‘ordered by God and among

the more dramatic recorded in Holy Seripture were the marches round Jericho, David bringing
the Atk to Jerusalem, and Sclomon [ater removing it to the New Temple. At one of the crucial
moments of our Lord’s life he entered Jerusalem in solemn procession. Processions are under-
taken in many religions and many countries, among the more outstanding being the relig-
ious processions of Egypt and Greece. Roman processions of victorious Generals were a
feature of that empirte, and in one such Triumph out British Chiel, Caractacus was made to

plzy the ignoble part demanded of prisoners.
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The Attention of Servers; |
and all Catholicss

IS CALLED TO
THE WORK OF

"‘The Guild of Al Souls”

Founded March 1873

A Devotional Guild for Intercessory Prayer for
the Dying and for the Repose of the Souls of
Deceased Members and all the Faithful departed.

~ An Intercession Paper of names of the Departed
is issued Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book,
for perpetual remembrance is issued each year.

Enguiries from :-
The Rev. The Secretary,
G.AS. Office,
39, Victoria Street,
WESTMINSTER, S.W.1.
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When the Catholic Church ‘emerged from
the Catacombs it became possible to have
more ornate ceremonial, and although
there is no absolute proof of processions
in the Church before the fourth century
yet the visits of the faithful to the tombs
of the Martyrs in the Catacombs were pro-
bably made in due orider. The Processions
of the Mass date, as far as is known, from
the sixth century but may have been eatlier,

The Venerable Bede speaks of the proces- |

sional antiphon sung by S. Augustine and

* his companions upon their approach to

Canterbury, and that same antiphon “De-
precamur Te Domine” was subsequently.

sung on other occasions. Solemn Processions

were ordered in times of pestilencé: and
faminé, invasions of barbatians and duting
the Arian heresy. Our own King Henry
VIII. ordered litanies to be sung in. pro-
cession when he had troubles with hoth
Scotland and France.  The singing of
litanies in procession was general in Me-
diaeval times and often gave place-names in
our old towns and cities which remain to
this day. The Pageantty of processions was

not, and is not, 'confined to ccclesidstical

occasions, and a popular mediaeval survival
is the Lord Mayot’s Show in London. Cran-
mer’s Prayer Book litany was intended to
be used in procession, and the singing of
a litany in procession before High Mass

continued until the time of the Puritans

and the famous (or infamous) injunctions of
1547,

This prohibition did not however '

affect the shorter processions of the officiants -

during High Mass. It was expressly enjoined
in 1548 that beyond rhe communion of the
people in both kinds, no rite or ceremony of
the Mass was to be vitied, and this ‘was the
case throughout the second year of Edward

In 1874 among othér charges brought
against Father Mackonochie was. that of
having processions with hanners, crucifer and
lights, "all of which ultimately led. to his
suspension. These things are now generally
accepted, but Catholics should be grateful to
those who cheerfully bore the heat ard
burden of the fight in those days. Proces-
sions form part of the ceremonies of Candle-
mas, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday ; "and also those of Rogation
preceding the feast of the Ascension, The
mediaeval custom of blessing the crops on
8. Mark’s Day—a fixed date—did not
survive the Reformation, which is perhaps
unfortunate from a gardener’s point of view,

Processions are definitely ordered by the.

Prayer Book in the Butial Service, the
Matriage Setvice and after the second lesson,
at Evensong if Baptism is administered.
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The solemn entry of the, oblations at
the offertory in the Mass.has been revived
at some churches, and tends to give this
its proper perspective and show that it is
something much greater than the mere
giving of collection money,

Processions may be held at any time
at the discretion of the Parish Priest, but jt
is well to restrict them to the greater festivals
and otcasions of special importance of “-
supplication or thanksgiving, ot the solemn
reception of a royal personage or the Bishop
of the diocese. The Litany is now normally
sung in procession only during Lent and on
special occasions. A procession should have.
a definite objective and a definite purpose,
otherwise it is more or less meaningless,
Father Stanton once remarked “now if we
were only carrying an old bone there would
be some meaning in it”. Members of
Guilds. etc., should take a more active part
in processions than merely being represented’
by their banner,” which is. somewhat akin
to the carly Victorian aberration when the
“gentry” sent their empty cartiages to
represent them at funerals; in this respect
our Guild does set an example, as it should.

It is a'pity that use is not made of the
Prayer Book Canticles, Psalms and Creeds for
processions, as at the Gregorian Association
Festival in London, instead of weak hymns
with sugary tunes. Incidentally, hymns sung
in procession should be in unison, as it is.
disconcerting to a congregation for a
powerful tenor or “basso profunde™ to be
singing, his particular -pare,

‘Processions of * pilgrimage to Holy
places and shrines are now happily being
revived in this country, and those who have
been to Walsingham know the inspiration
and blessing tg be obtained.. In 8. Albans
a pilgrimage is made each year from the
ruined city of Verulamium, along the way
S. Alban went to his martyrdom on Holm-

"hurst Hill, now crowned by the great abbey

church, These outdoor processions proclaim’
befote people the glories of our Faith and
of the history and witness of the Catholic
Church throughout the ages, and they ‘are
helpful in making people move and pray
together as a body, and realise that as in-
dividuals we form part of 2 body.

In all things may God be praised and
glorified. “Blessed be the Lord God of
Israel from everlasting, and world without
end; and let all the people say, Amen”.




FROM THE DIARY OF A VISIT TO
FRANCE

Lyons, Saturday, 8th Septersber, 1951.

Qur Lady’s Birthday; a day of great
devotion in this French city since the Middle
Ages, when a plague which had been raging
was stayed--it is believed—at the intercession
of the Mother of God.

Posters in the churches were advertising
a Solemn Mass, to be celebrated by His
Eminence The Cardinal Archbishop of
Lyons, Mgr, Gerlier, who is Primate of
France. It ‘would take place at half past
seven in the morning, at Fourvidre on a steep
hill rising high above the River Saone in
Lyons, where there is a modem Basilica
built beside a much older church,

Accordingly, I rose at six, and was off
in good time, arriving at Fourviére at
seven, to find the church well filled, and
several masses in progress.

Hardened by custom, 1 “elhowed” my
way to the front, where I found an empty
chair in a good position. My polite enquiry
was answered in rapid French by a lady
established there. Let Monsieur go up into
the choir, FHe would find a better place
there.  So, after a little more pushing, I
found my way to the choir itself. Here were
stalls raised up on either side, and behind,
facing ecast, three rows of chairs.

Taking the lowest of these chairs, I waited;
but not for long, A bustling lay official, in
a dark suit and light blue armlet came over
and, driving me out, pointed me to one of
the few remaining vacant stalls on the North
side, raised well up, where I could see and
hear everything.

Such luck ! The best place in that crowded
church. On my immediate right was the
organ console, where, just before half past
seven, an elderly priest came and played
some very noisy music. It was a splendid
instrument, and he played well. At half
past seven everyone stood-up, as through
the great West Doors came a Solemn
Procession. First an Official in a livery of
scatlet, blue, and gold, with gilt buttons,
knee-breeches, white stockings, and buckled
shoes, He wote a cocked hat, and carried a
large batrtle-axe.  He was closely followed by
about thirty laymen who wore dark suits
and white gloves, and who walked two by
two. Except for the first, they carried
lighted candles. The first one, walking
alone, carried an unlighted candle, which
was larger than the others. Following them
came four clergymen in purple mantalette,
one of whom wore a biretta,

Wearing a magnificent lace rochet over a
scarlet cassock, with scarlet cape and

_crush.
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birctta, then came the Cardinal Archbishop,
a tall commanding figute.
The laymen were accommodated in the
chairs from one of which I had been tured,
while the Cardinal went to a Prie-Dieu
before the high Alewmr, and after kneeling
for a space was vested as for Low Mass.
He was served by two acolytes who wore
lay attire, one with collar and tie, the other
with an open necked shirt. They appeared
to be about twenty-five years of age. At
the North side of the sanctuary was placed
the mimculous Black Virgin of Foutvidre,
guarded by four little girls dressed in white,
As mass proceeded, the Monsignor in
birettn took the stall immediately opposite
to me, and read the Collect, Epistle, and
Gospel, in French through a microphone.
At the Offertory the layman with the large
candle lic it, and was joined by another,
who carried adarge gold medal on a cushion.
They both went up to the Altar, and offered
the candle and gold to the Cardinal, who
duly received them.
After the Consceration, all sang ‘O
Salutaris Hostia’ 'to a tune that is in the
English Hymnal. After this, the second
part of the Canon was tead into the micro-
phone in French, :
The Communion followed. All the men
went right up to the top step of the Altar,
where they were communicated by the
Cardinal, who could hardly move for the
The ladies knelt at & mil at the
entrance to the choir, and wete communica-
ted by half a dozen priests.
After mass, the Cardinal gave individual
blessings to the two acolytes, and’ then
unvested, Meanwhile, two Canons came and
stood near me and said the Litany of Loretto,
The Monsignor with the biretta went to the
top step of the Altar,, and with smiling
face beat time, and encouraged us all to
sing up!
Then they started fo form' the Grand
Procession,

First, the Cocked Hat,

Then the little girls carrying the Black
Madonna,

Then the laymen.

Then the Cardinal and his retinue, followed
at once by the people {n the stalls: and we all
went in Solemn Procession singing ‘Ora
pro nobis’ at the top of our voices.

The Cardinal kept stopping to give his
blessing to small children: if the children
were in arms, he went to them, and spoke
to the parents: if able to walk, he smilingly
beckoned them to him: if shy, he met them
half way. Tt was a delightful scene,

At last we were out on the tetrace, where
the statue had heen set up, and a group

.
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was formed. Prayers were said, and then we
sang ‘Magnifica’ to a tune in the New'
Cathedral .Psalter, called Parisian Tone.
This was followed by “Salve Regina’ during
" which we all returned to the church, for
the concluding prayers.

Then the Procession re-formed and .le'f't
the church, the Cardinal again speaking to
and blessing the children all the way,

. .
BeErNARD B. HumpHREYS.

A TELEVISED HIGH MASS FROM
PARIS :

The recent television of High Mass
from the Basilica of St. Denys, Paris, was
cartied out with dignity and reverence,
.and must have afforded great joy to many
viewers, The “‘close up” pictures of the
sacred ministers including the Manual Acts
and the Celebrant’s communion, together
with Fr. Andrew’s commentary of the
prayers in English, gave to many an op-
portunity of learning more about the Mass.
Mgr., Blanchet, Bishop of Lero, who presided,
remained at the throre all the time and took
part in the Preparation from there.  The

servers wore albs and amices, and the 'offi- °
ciants’ wore their amices over their heads

whilst proceeding to and from the Sanctuary.

The 'Vestments were very full and copious,
especially the chasuble. The procession of
the Dominican novices choir and officials
was led by a crucifer as well as by totches.
The mass was sung by male voices to plain-
song with the gloria to De Angelis and the
traditional Credo, and was very impressive,
Full psalms were used at the various places
and not merely antiphons as is now the case.
with us; these were sung antiphonally
with a lay choir which included women.
Fr. Hilary. Catpenter preached a sermon- in
English and dwelt on the mission of the
church in this rather*materialistic age, and
the part television could play in helping
people to understand the spiritual message.
General Communion was given to the con-

. gregation and it was noticed that they re-

ceived in a standing posture, bowing before
and after. After the last Gospel the choirs’
sang Palestfina’s “Exsultate’””; and so-ended 2
memorable ceremony and an experience .
that one may hope to see duplicated hete
before long. ' :

. W. H. Moreey.

OUR CATHOLIC CHURCHES

The Church of S. John the Evangelist, Watford

S. John’s Church, Watford originated in an
iron building used during the restorations of
the Parish Church, re-erected and dedicated
on October 9th, Feast of S. Denys, 1873
on a site in Sutton Road given by Mr. J. T.
Christopher. ‘The Dedication Festival was
yearly observed with a daily Sung Evensong
during. the octave at which well known
Catholic priests preached, and a special
Festival hymn book was compiled containing
such hymns as “Hail the Sign” and “Faith
of our Pathers”, Fr. C. E. Bedwell was
given virtual charge of the district and
inaugurated the
subsequently became large and famous
during the fifty years superintendance by the
Misses Yorke. Upon Fr. Bedwell’s departure
for York the church was served by the
clergy of the Parish Church, among others
being Fr. Harnett, who became Vicar of
Wolverton, and. Fr. Julian Berkeley who
joined All Saints, Margaret Street and
subsequently became Chaplain at All Saints
Convent, London Colney. Fr. Richard Lee

ames, Vicar of Watford and still affectionate-
y remembered as “The old Vicar”, was
imbued with Tractarian principles, but
1 his efforts to raise the standard of church life

Sunday Schools which

W. H. M.

met with opposition. However he succeeded
in restoring coloured stoles, choral cele-
brations and the daily performance of the
Divine Office ; but the ringing of a conse-
cration bell at Mass was more than protestant
Watford could then tolerate and it was
discontinued.  Altar lights at S. John’s |
had varying fortune, and it was not until
1894 that opposition finally ceased. The
“goings on” at S..John's was local gossip,
but until the arrival of Fr. Reginald James
in 1898 its standard of worship was only
moderate High Church. Still it" was the |
most “‘advanced” in Watford, and Catholics
rallied round it. In 1890 the iron buildiug

wag ' beyond yrepair, and increased
congregations necessitated a larger and
permanent church being erected,

the foundation stone of this being laid by
Charlotte, Countess of Essex on 17th July
1891, Built of ‘stone in the early Gothic
style, -it was consecrated by Dr. Festing,
Bishop of S. Albans on 19th July 1893,
and it was the privilege of the writer to have
been in the choir on that occasion. Its
cost was about £15,000, which includes
benefactions and memorials (The Chancel
and Lady Chapel) amounting to at least
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£5,000 given by Mr. and Mrs, J. W. Robins
of the Elms, Watford (now the site of The
Town Hall), Apart from a great Fete at
Cassiobury House, the remainder was
raised by the enthusiasm and sclf sacrifice
of 3. John’s people. Fr. }J. F. White was
given charge of the district in 1895 which
entailed increased liabilities and respon-
sibilities, successfully overcome by the
generosity and business acumen of Mr.
Thomas Martin, churchwarden, whose gentle
and kindly manner endeared him to all
He was a true man of God and died in the
posturc of prayer.  Altar Scrvers were
intsoduced and Mr. R, W. Burge, who had
been connected with All Saints, Margaret
Street, became first Sacristan, Fr. White
left in 1898 and subsequently became Vicar
of §, Augustines, South Croydon. His
years at S. John’s had been a time of con-
solidation and progress under the new
conditions. He was succeeded by Fr. (sub-
sequently Canon) Reginald James, happily
still Vicar, who at once made it a centre of
Catholic teaching and practice, and started
the daily Mass and Reservation of the
Blessed Sacrament, In August 1903 came
the disturbing news that the advowson of
the Parish Church had been acquired by the
Natjonal Church League, and grave fears
were felt as to the future of S, John’s and
of Catholic teaching in Watford. It was
ascertained that a separate parish could be
formed during the incumbency of the then
Vicar, and also other districts; consequently
S. John’s became a parish under Fr. James
in 1904 and S. Michael’s in West Watford
under Fr, Littlebury in 1905. At that time
S. John’s had a loyal and staunch supporter
in Mr. Henry Morten Turner, Churchwarden,
and under his generosity, enthusiasm and
initiative great progress was made: the
Rood re-erected, Vestries enlarged, choir stalls
replaced, and a well equipped Hall provided,
besides many other comparatively smaller
gifts, He was a most ssintly man and he
gave freely of his substance and knowledge
to all who needed help. A building licence
has now been obtained for a Vicarage which
will form a memorial to this great churchman.
The Foundation Stone of the Hall was laid
by Miss Mildred Hodgson, a devoted
member of 8. John’s on 6th December, 1911,
and its cost was largely raised in small
amouats willingly given by S. John's
people. After a year’s intensive preparation
a Mission was preached in February, 1906
by Frs. George Edwardes, Assistant Diocesan
Missioner and Herbert Riley, which created
no small stir, especially the evening torchlight
processions, and it is known to have en-
gendered much spiritual activity, Upon the
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death of Mr. Burge in 1906, Bro. Mortimer
became Sacristan until his death 45 years
later; he was loved and respected by all,
There have been very few chaages of
personnel at 8. John's which is a silent tribute
of the aflection existing between parish
priest, priests and people. Fr. John Steward
after serving hig first curacy left for the
Mission field and subsequently became
Bishop of Melanesia, and Fr. Walter Pickbusn
for many years out chapter chaplain hecame
Vicar of S. Peter’s, Folkestone. The chapter
of The Holy Grall was formed at 5. John's
43 yeats ago, with Fr. James as first chaplain,
and it has been very active ever since.
Though neither §. John's nor 5. Michael’s
are “phinsong churches” yet their beautiful
tendering of outr Guild Office has been
frequently commented upon. The personal
charm and geniality of Fr., James hdve
endeared him to all, and during his long
and faithful ministry the Catholic Faith
has been fully and featlessly taught, thereby
exerting a great influence on the spiritual
life of Watford. The names of many other
faithful workerse must unfortunately bé
omitted for lack of space, but they arc
none the less remembered with grateful
affection by worshippers at S. John’s,

Watford, . :
W. H. MorLgY.

News from the Chapters

The Resurrection, Hull,
S. Barnahas, Cardiff,

The Sr. Albans Pilgrimage.
Festival at Canterbury.

NOTICES
Midland Group 10
Michaelmas Festival, October 4th.
St. Albans Diocesan Servers PFestival,
November 1st,

Bl el ol

THE RESURRECTION, HULL

On the 8th May the Chapter visited S.
John’s, Drypool, for the re-dedication of
this Church by the Archbishop of York.
It was cxactly 11 years before, to the day,
that S. John’s was hit by fire bombs during
one of the worst of the mids on Hull, and
the Church was completely gutted.. Parts
of the walls that were left standing have been
incorporated in the new building but the
remainder of the work js completely new.
The High Altar, in the “English” manner,
dominates the church by its beauty and sim-
plicity. Despite a thunderstorm just before
the service began, the church was packed
to the doors and people were standing in
the aisles. On Whit Monday a. Solemn




High Mass was held in the new Church—

the first in Hull for a number of years—.

at which Pr..Pickles was Celebrant, with
Fr. Jackson (Chaplain) and Fr. Cummings
as Deacon and Sub-Deacon.

In May also we formed a plainsong
choir and sung the First Vespers of Corpus
Christi in 8. Silas’ Church. Members also
visited All Saints, Roos, at the invitation
of the Church Union and sung Evensong on
§. John Baptist’s Day. We hope to sing
simtlar offices in various of the city churches
later in the year.

On Saturday 12th July, we were indeed

pleased to have with us some 30 members
and friends of the Doncaster Chapter.
We started the day with a High Mass at
S. Mary’s Sculcoates, at which Fr. Wicks
was Celebrant, with Fr. Pickles and Fr.
Cumrmings as Deacon and Sub-Deacon,
and Fr. Jackson and Bro. Robinson as
Cantors, ~ After lunch the party visited
various places of interest in Hull and at
4.30 p.m. arrived at S. Paul’s for tea, This
was followed by the singing of the Guild
Office in 8. Paul’s, at which Fr. Cummings
(who was a member of the Doncaster
Chapter some time back) gave a short
address.  Since members in this district
are small in number it was especially gratifying
ing to have brothers of another Chapter
with us, We hope in future to make the
Chapter Festival in Hull a regular annual
evere, .

S. BARNABAS, CARDIFF

Corpus Christi Festival at Roath.

The Official Guild Festival this year was
held at S. German’s Church, Roath, Cardiff,
where High Mass was sung at 12 noon.
This was well attended by Servers from
Hereford, Bristol, Portsmouth, Port Talbot
and the Cardiff Churches.

In the afternoon, the Guild Office was
solemnly sung, the Rev. Canon R, H.
Foster (Chaplain) officiating. The Sermon
was preached by the Warden, the Rev.
J. B, B. Foz, Rector of Wapping and Vicar
of S, Peter’s, London Dock.

This was followed by 2 procession outside
the Church of all Servers and Vested Priests
Associate, and terminated with Solemn
Devotion of the Blessed Sacrament, .

Servers were present from London,
Porstmouth, Bristol, Hereford, Gloucester,
Swansea, Port Talbot, Barry, Cadoxton,
Penarth, Pontypridd, Pontypool, Newport

. and the Cardiff Churches—a ‘truly representa-
tive gathering,

The collection was taken for the C.QO.F.
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After the service, Tea was provided for
the visitors by the Chapter of 8. Barnabas,
who were also responsible for the rest of
the arrangements. They are to be con-
gratulated on their success.

THE ST. ALBANS PILGRIMAGE

The Pilgrimage on June 21st organised by
by the Friends of the Fraternity of St; Albans,
Abbey was favoured with fine weather.
About 2,000 people took part, including
many Guild members from Bedford, Birming-
ham, 1lford, London and elsewhere. The
starting from S, Michael’s Church Schools
is convenient and very suitable as it stands
on part of the Forum of the Roman city,
whence 8. Alban undoubtedly went to his
mattyrdom.

The solemn chanting of The Litany led
by the Abbey Choir was impressive and
seemed deeply reminiscent of other days.
The High Mass at the Abbey which followed
the procession was most reverent and stately,
and made a great impression upon the many
visitors present. The singing of the Epistle
and Gospel with full festal inflections and the
Proper of The Mass to its traditionalplainsong
formed part of a great act of worship.
During the Pilgrimage to the Shrine after
the Service the Bishop of St. Albans in-
dividually blessed each pilgrim, and there-
after blessed pilgrim’s Eadges were given
to each one upon leaving the Saint’s Chapel,
This was altogether a most moving ceremony
and act of devotion to the memory of our
protomartyt, and a welcome witness to the
return of Catholic: ways in our Church.

SUMMER FESTIVAL AT
CANTERBURY

This year, for the first time, the festival
of the Canterbury branch of the Church
Union was held in the precincts of 8.
Augustine’s College. It took place during
the last week of June and was attended by a
throng of church people from Canterbury
and the district, and by members of the All
Souls Chapter.

Solemn Evensong was sung in the Chapel
of the College, packed with worshippers,
at which the Rev. Colin Gill, Vicar of
8. Martin's, Brighton, preached, and the
blessing was given by the Right Rev.
Thomas -Scott, formerly Bishop of North
China. : .

The singing was led b

y the members of
the Guild Chapter. :



FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the Catholic
Faith in the Anglican Communion. Since the days of the Trac-
tarians it has been the only effective safeguard against attacks
from within and without, and membership is urged upon all who
believe that the Catholic tradition represents the true mind of
- the Church of England.

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees and
a small headquarters staff. The General Council elected by diocesan
committees is the governing body whose work is carried out
by the Executive Committee. The Cathelic Group organises the
sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. The Theological,
Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed of members with
specialised knowledge. The Church Literature Association pub-
lishes books, filmstrips, and tracts upon a considerable scale.
The Church Soclal Action Commitiee arouses interest in social
matters. The Pilerimage Committee arranges pilgrimages to holy
places. The Flery Cross Committee links together churches
and communities engaged in prayer for the conversion of England.
The Council of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comprising
the superiors of the men's religious communities and the Church
Union organises the campaign during the octave January 18th
to 25th each year. The Overseas Department assists priests and
others in the mission field. The Church Observer (3d. monthly,
4/- post free annually) is the monthly newspaper ; and the Fiery
Cross Inset (5/- per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with
definite Catholic teaching,

Members pay an annual minimum subscription of 2/6 and take
part in this work. Members are normally attached to branches
which organise festivals, special services, and meetings of every
description,  They have a direct voice in the policy of the
Union through the diocesan committees elected from branch
members.

" THE CHURCH UNION

Lorp Havirax House, 6, HYDE PARK GATE, LonDON, S.W.7.

Telephone— Telegrams—
WESTERN 3531 (2 Lines) ANGCATHCON, SOUTHKENS, LONDON




OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
PILGRIMAGE OF. THANKSGIVING,
OCTOBER 14—15, 1952
The 218t Anniversary of the Dedication
of the Restored Holy House,
England’s Nazareth
This pilgrimage is in thanksgiving for
the great numbet of spiritual and temporal
favours that have been granted through the
prayers of our Lady of Walsingham since
these dates and for the increase in devotion
to our Lady in these provinces during the

last thirty years.

. Programme
Ocrtoeer 141H, TUESDAY
Vespers and Oration—7.30_p.m. ;. Torch-
light Procession, Benediction and all
night watch.

OcroBer 157H, WEDNESDAY

High Mass and general Communion—
7 a.m, ; Stations of the Cross—10 a.m. ;

Drinking of Waters and Visit to Altars— |

11 a.m. ; High Mass—12 noon ; Stations
of the Cross——1.45 p.m. ; Visit to Altars
—1.45 p.m.; Drinking of Waters—
215 p.m.; Oration, Procession and
Benediction—3.30 p.m,

Transport from London to Walsingham
and return is being arranged for pilgrims
arriving on the evening of the 14th, and for
those coming for the day of the 15th only,
arriving in time for High Mass at noon.

For all particulars and bookings apply :
THE PILGRIMAGE SECRETARY,

Tue SHrRINE OFFICE,
WALSINGHAM, NORFOLK.

Brethren are reminded that we have our

own Guild Chapel at Walsingham, The.

Warden hopes that each Chapter will send
at least one representative.

ALL SOULS, CANTERBURY

Since March 1st, when the year com-
mences for the All Souls’ Chapter, Canter-
bury, to the time of writing, the Office has
been sung in twelve different churches in
East Kent. The Easter Festival was ob-
served at Heme Bay when Mass was sung
in 8. Bartholomew’s by the then Chaplain
(Rev. L. Wilson, S. Gregery the Great,
Canterbury) and the Office sung the same
evening, when a sermon was preached by
the Rev, F, J. Cooper (S.Paul, Canterbury).

Whit-Monday saw the Chapter enjoying a
mystery drive during which they passed
through Brighton to Eastbourne, where the
afternoon was spent. The unsophisticated
ventured to the top of Beachy Head on the
top of an open-top bus in spite of a driving
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wind, but more than one was sorry next day,
when headaches and stiff necks were quite
common amongst the same party. i

On June 21st—22nd a retreat was held at
S. Gabriel’s, Westgate (Diocesan Retreat
House). when ten brothers were considerably
helped in their spiritual lives under ‘the
admirable leadership of the, Archdeacon of
Maidstone (Canon J, K. Bickersteth), who
is 2 firm friend and supporter of our Chapter.

The choir has assisted at Solemn Evensong
on the Feast of S. John-the Baptist in S.
Augustine’s Abbey during the local festival
of the Church Union and also, during the
patronal festival, in 8. Peter’s, Canterbury,
at Festal Evensong. (5. Peter’s is a 12th
century church which has been closed for
some 25 years but is now, under the guidance
of the Rector and a group of past Catholic
worshippers, being restored and the building
made a fit place once again in which the Holy
Sacrifice may be offered, S, Peter’s was the
first church in Canterbury to use vestments
since the Reformation.)

Visitors to Canterbury on November 15th
will be surprised to see the Pied Piper of
Hamelin riding the streets on top of a car|
He will in fact be on his way to open our
annual sale in aid of the C.O.F.,.when once
again we hope to raise over £100 as we have
done in past years,

We as a Chapter are pleased to welcome
several new brothers and friends, insomuch
that we now fill a double-decker bus when
we visit other towns and villages to sing the
Office. We would also like to thank our
ex-Chaplain for his many services to All,
Souls’ during his term of office and to wish
him well in his new parish, and welcome as
Chaplain, Rev. A. Stevens (5. Nicholas,
Thanington).

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

For most subscribers the receipt of this
issue completes their annual subscription.

If you are one of them please fill up the
Order Form to be-found in this issue and
send it with your remittarice by October
‘1st. By doing this promptly you will make
a reminder unnecessary and save postage.
My request for this last year was disappoint-
ing: only 36 members renewed without a
remindet.

The circalation of the magazine is now
just over 1,100 copies per quarter. Since
last October 200 new subscribers have been
noted. But unfortunately 280 have not
renewed their orders, and in consequence
the circulation remains approximately the
same. .

PLEASE DO YOUR BEST TO OBTAIN
AT LEAST ONE NEW SUBSCRIBER |
W. G, HARE.



MIDLAND GROUP 10
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4th, 1952,
MICHAELMASS FESTIVAL at Evesham.
High Mass 12 noon. All Siints’ Church.
Solemn Office and Devotions, 3.30 p.m,
S. Peter’s Church.

All Guild Members are welcome. Further
details from Bro. R. C. Jennings, “Lynwood”
Church Level, Nr. Evesham, Worcs.

THE HOLY GRAIL, ST, ALBANS

ST. ALBANS DIOCESAN SERVERS
FESTIVAL

will be held in S, Saviour’s Church, St,

Albans, on Saturday, November 1st, 1952

at 3.00 p.m.

GUILD OFFICE, PROCESSION AND
DEVOTIONS

A Sermon will be preached by The
Venerable The Archdeacon of St. Albans,

A Solemn Te Deum will be sung in
thanksgiving for the Jubilee of S. Saviour’s
Church.

All Priests and Servers are invited to robe
and take part. All visitors are invited to
S. Saviour’s Hall after the Service.

Any further information will be gladly
given by :—Bro. W, H, Motley, 9, Seymour
Road, St. Albans. Bro. H. F. Turner, 13,
Lavinia Avenue, Watford. Bro. F. E. Day,
27, Clifton Street, St. Albans. Bro, D.
Muhley, 39, Flora Grove, St. Albans.

Correspondence

Dear Sir,
A SUGGESTION

The Candidates for Ordination Fund
celebrates its Jubilee in April, 1954, In
The Server for December, 1951, we are asked
to make a contribution to that fund with the
object of making it a worth-while Jubilee.

Guild membership, according to the
Annual Report for the year ending 30th
September, 1951, totalled 11,989,

May I suggest that if each member con-
tributed the sum of 2s. 6d. towards the fund
it would raise somewhere in the region of
£1,500.

Imagine what a Jubilee this would be for
the C.O.F. if each member were to, at least,
double that donation.

Over a year femains before the Jubilee.
Why not make a real effort to help this
worthy work?

My donation goes to the Secretary of the
Fund, per air mail, to-day. When will you
be mailing yours?

Yours faithfully,
“ THE NOMAD.”
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ORDER FORM FOR OFFICE USE

GUILD OF SERVANTS OF THE SANCTUARY | REG. NO. . ooocimsmnss s s

Official publication : “The SERVER,” issued quartetly :
on the El;st of March, June, September and December. | DATE RECEIVED ...
3/- per annum (post free).

- AMOUNT AND C.B. REFCBuuvmmssmmmreme
Please send me “ The SERVER ” for the next twelve
months, for which I enclose remittance of 3/- to cover. | RRFERENCE TO LAST ORDER
cost of one number of each issue, Please state if | NO

RenewaL or NEw SUBSCRIBER.

-NAME

{PLOCK LETTERS, PLEASE)

ADDRESS

CHAPTER 1o which you are attached (if any)

All Remitrances to be made payable and. Crossed to GUILD OF SERVANTS OF THE SANCTUARY

Please complete and retumn to
Mr. W. G. HARE, .
' 27, ELTHORNE ROAD,
UXBRIDGE, MippLesex,

901G O 0 O OO O O
' 217



Vanpoulles Ltd.

. Telegrams : | .
(gcclesiastical (gm[woialerers Vsanpoulle
ouwest
anCI London

@omﬁ[ete @Imrc/t &wmslters

|* "

Vestments
. EXPERTLY MADE

LARGE STOCKS
or MATERIALS in Great Variety
- for Making.

.

2587260, Vauxhall Bridge Road,

"Phone
victoria \ VICTORIA s.w.1.
- 3932 -. - . Ask for Lists.
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M OWBRAYS
CHURCH SHOPS

%k

Devot1onal Books
Servers’ Manuals
Cassocks and Surplices
Albs and Cottas
Sanctuary Requisites
Candles

Incense and Charcoal

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION
Vs %
N i :

28 MARGARET STREET, OXFORD CIRCUS,
LoNpoN, W.1.

9 HigH STREET, OXFORD. 14 KiNG’S PARADE, CAMBRIDGE.
5, ALBION PLACE, LEEDs, 1.
39 CANNON STREBT, BIRMINGHAM 2.

44 BRAZENNOSE STREBT, MANCHESTER 2.

Printed by Chaa. Luff & c_!o. Litd., Slough




