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How to keep
well informed . ..

ON THE CHURCH
AT WORK IN THE WORLD

It is more than ever essential that Christians should keep
themselves fully informed about the important discussions
and developments that are taking place in the Church today.

The Church newspaper with universal appeal that gives
the widest coverage of Church news, both home and overseas,
is the Church Times. Its responsible editorials, stimulating
articles, special features and book reviews are read by scores
of thousands of active and thoughtful people of all shades of
churchmanship and political following.

The Church Times plays an indispensable part in the life of
the Church of England; it has maintained the highest
standards of journalism throughout its 116 vyears of life.

In order to introduce the Church Times to potential new
readers we shall be very pleased to supply free specimen
copies to any parish willing to promote the sale of the paper.

Please write to us, stating quantities required:
G. J. Palmer & Sons Ltd., 7 Portugal Street, London, WC2A 2HP.
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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

I THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the Catholic
© Faith in the Anglican Communion. Since the days of the Tractarians
it has been the only effective safeguard against attacks from within
and without, and membership is urged upon all who believe that the

- Catholic tradition represents the true mind of the Church of England.

- THE CHURCH UNION work through elected committees and a small
headquarters staff. The General Council elected by diocesan committees
- is the governing body whose work is carried out by the Executive
' Committee. The Catholic Group organises the sympathetic vote in the
councils of the Church. The Theological, Legal, and Patronage
_Committees are composed of members with specialised knowledge. The
- Church Literature Association publishes books, filmstrips, and tracts
. upon a considerable scale. The Church Social Action Committee arouses
" interest in social matters. The Pilgrimage Committee arranges pil-
. grimages to holy places. The Church Observer {£1 . post free annually)
is ‘the quarterly magazine; Faith and Unity is a quarterly devoted to
_reunion matters, minimum subscription £1 per annum, post free,

" Full Members pay an annual minimum subscription of £2 and take part
in this work, They are’ normally attached to branches which organise
festivals, special services, and meetings of every description. They have
a direct voice in the policy of the Union through the diocesan
committees elected from branch members.

THE CHURCH UNION

FAITH HOUSE, 7 TUFTON STREET, WESTMINSTER
LONDON, SW1P 30N

Telephone : 01-222-6952/4




EDITORIAL

PAX L .

As thIS editorial and issue is being compiled the peace of the world seems badly
shaken with events at home and all over the'world. The ““Peace on earth to men of
goodwill” message of the Christmass feast is blurred, and here one stands in 1980, -
the year of the celebrations of the 1500th -anniversary of the birth of Saint
Benedict; he, whose one message was “Pax’* — “‘Peace”. Let us all use the season of
Lent in prayer and meditation to make it |ndeed the “springtime of the soul”, so
that when the joyous feast of Easter comes the Light of Christ may shine in ali
hearts.

In the Ilght of the cenrush of Marxism, the upsurge of Islam, the secular outlook

. of much of society, the apathy of many neminal members of the ‘'C-of E",
. despondency even .despair. may not be far.from the thlnkmg of the devout
Christian, but they can be dispelled when the good news is told. Good news of the
thousands who flocked to cathedrals and churches throughout . Britain at
Christmass, good news of the unprecedented increase of Christians in Africa {In 30
vears from 25 million to 100 million), good news of the faithful witness of
_Christians' throughout the world, good news of the response to Renewal in this
country and throughout the Anglican Communion, and good news in our Guild =
increased membership, many younger servers 10|n|ng the Guild, deeper devation
and overwhelming response at festivals.

Come and learn of the Guild’s growth at the Easter Festwa! and Annual General .
Meeting at Queens Gate on Easter Saturday (Apnl12) Every .Chapter should .be
- represented there by at least one member
. On Lady Day in Canterbury Cathedral Bishop Robert is to be enthroned as our
. Archbishop. The prayers of the Guild are that God will bless him in the. commg
years of that office. Co

L v

The next Archbishop of Canterbury writes:-

Thank you for your message of support and good WISheS So many expresslons
of affection and friendship mean a great deal to me.

| hope you will remember the Runcie family during the coming months We W|II
be moving to Lambeth Palace in February and the Enthronement w1|l be in
Canterbury Cathedral on 25th March.

Wlth my good wishes to you and to all who are assomated with 'The Server

N ' T \

Yours sincerely, ... ..

. ROBERTST ALBANS
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A BENEDICTINE SISTERHOOD — The Community of S Peter the Apostle

Sister Hildegarde SSP

The Community was founded in 1858 by Canon John Sharp, at that time Vicar
of a small village in Yorkshire.

Canon Sharp was inspired to establish a Penitentiary in his parish, with a
Sisterhood to work for the spiritual and moral restoration of women and girls, —
other works of Mercy were added later, — care of the sick, Mission work, and parish
work.. h
. The two Aspirants who offered themselves for the Sisterhood were sent by
Canon Sharp to be trained in the Religious life at Clewer. A sum of money was
raised and a furnished cottage taken as a beginning, this was opened on March 31st
1858, and the next day the first girl to be helped arrived.

The two Aspirants having been trained by the Rev Mother of Clewer, began their
life as Religious in 1860. One.of them — Frances Ellen White, took the lead in the
Community and occupied this position until 1878, when she resigned, not having
taken life vows.

By 1861 the number of Penitents had increased so much that larger premises
were necessary. Money was again collected to buy the site of the Convent in
Horbury to house both them and the Sisters.

The Bishop of Ripon laid the foundation stone of the Convent and House of
Mercy on July 19th 1862 — the first two wings were opened on September 14th
.1864. On August 4th 1869 the foundations of the Chapel were laid, and it was
dedicated on November 28th 1871. Mother Louisa was elected Mother Superior of
the Communtiy in 1878 on the resignation of Frances Ellen White. Mother Louisa
had entered in 1865, was professed in Temporary Vows on February 2nd 1868 and
in Life Vows in 1879, the date the Community was reconstituted,

The Community increased, as did also the work. Several Branch Houses were

t started in various parts of the country — mostly Homes for Rescue and Preventative

. work, St Winifred’s Home for Children at Wolverhampton, and parish work in

' several parishes especially in London. Retreat Work was begun at Balhousie Castle,
Perth, and later at Sunnybrae, Walkesburn in Paebleshire. For some years Prison
work was undertaken in Wakefield and Stafford. A Day School was built in the
Convent grounds in 1875, which later developed into & High School.

In 1905 a High School for Girls was begun in Nassau, Bahamas, and the Sisters
also worked in six parishes there.

As early as 1863 orders for Church needlework were taken and the making of

- Altar Breads was started.

With a view to a more perfect fulfilment of these works of Mercy the
Community accepted on July 25th 1922, the Holy Rule of S Benedict, which, by
e wisdom of jts principles, has proved uniquely capable of fundamental
. observance under widely varying conditions in succeeding ages. The Rule is observed
- among us with due regard to religious precedent generally, in conjunction with
modern conditions. In accordance with this Rule the Community constitutes a
family, of which the Superior is the Mother, and the other Religious are Sisters.
This family is bound together by the bonds of fraternal charity, a common
observance of the Rule, and obedience to the Mother. The principal activity of this
family is the corporate worship of God in the Opus Dei — the Divine Office, and
here in this Community the full Monastic Office is said, (the sevenfold Office
together with Monastic Matins) and all other activities whether corporate or
individual are united into a common offering in one daily Mass and Office.
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In 1932 the Community purchésed_ a property at Laleham near Staines. Mother

" Sarah (the Superior who served the Community .in "that Office for thirty-eight -
. years) together with 79 Sisters and Novices left the House of Mercy in Yorkshire
{which did not belong to the Community} and came to Laleham Abbey in that
year, and it became the Mother House, ‘

The Convent.was named Laleham Abbey owing to the connection with
Waestminster Abbey, as the site on .which ‘the property stands was given to the
Monks of Westminster by Edward the Confessor, who retained it until the
Dissolution. To continue this link the official title of the Community was changed
to S Peter,- Westmmsner — the word Westminster was added to the title with due
authorisation and so registered with the Charity Commission in 1934,

‘A boarding school was started as the work at Laleham, and continued. untll
1957, when, owing to the loss of three graduate Sisters and other difficulties the
school was given up, and two Guest Houses for elderly ladies were begun.

Now in 1980 the Susters are reduced in number and the.Community has made
the decision to give up the work of the Guest Houses and to leave Laleham in order
to secure a-smaller property, which we hope will be in Gloucestershire, near where
our branch house, S George’s, a small home for mentally handicapped girls, is
situated, Transactions are taking place for a house near Cheltenham where we hope
to consolidate our Community life, and to live the Benedictine Life more fully.

Our regular superior is the Abbot of Nashdom, and our Visitor the Bishop of
Ely. . .

LENT WITH S BENEDICT
_A J Prescott .

The venerable monk Saint Benedict told his community at the beginning of Lent
that the season was to be seen as the "springtime of the soul”. Many people think
of Lent in quite different terms .-. . more winlry than springlike. That is why
people embark on "“giving up sprees”. No sugar in tea; no drink, no smoking . ...
Such exercises may well have a place in learning self control and are benefucnal to
charitable works when the. money saved. from such habits is freely given away. All
too often, however, one suspects that such acts of self denial are conscience salvers
— that is to say, cosmetlc surgery that fails to take into account interior needs and
fallmgs

Back to Saint Benedict and his notion that Lent is hke spring, Sprmg is a time of
growth — of new life. The Christian will come to Lent with that notion uppermost
in his mind. How to grow in faith and love. Quite SImp|y you should ask yourself
four questions . . . . .

v

1. “What place has prayer and quiet in my Ilfe?”

2. Do I read mark, learn, and |nwardly digest the Gospels as part of my daily

“routine?’” The Holy Gospels are the record of what God urgently wants us to
know thraugh Jesus Christ. Without a daily rule of Bible Readmg how shall we
hear the Word of God? ' .

© 3. “Am | a regular and eager attender at the Holy Eucharist?” At the Eucharist
we join with fellow Christians in drawing close, with thanksgiving, to the centre
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of our faith. In the Eucharist we encountsr the love of God — we come to the
Cross and Resurrection of Jesus and this experience touches our own life.

4. “Am | a sign of God's love in the world? Do I engage in some kind of service
in the community?*’ Is your youthful vigour being poured into an area where
Christian enthusiasm is urgently needed? It is here, in the evidence of charitable
works that the world sees Christ and the Christian bears witness to His love.

The four simple questions must be asked, and they shoud help you work out
how your Christian {ife is growing. They can also form the basis for a positive Lent
programme that, hopefully, will last much longer than just Lent 1980.

A Prayer to' use each day in Lent

O gracious and holy Father,
Give us wisdom to perceive thee,
Intelligence to understand thee,
diligence to seek thee,
patienceé to wait for thee,
eyes 1o behold thee,
a heart to meditate upon thee,
and a life to proclaim thes;
through the power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen,

S Benedict AD 480-543

To mark the 1500th anniversary of S Benedict’s birth in 1980, a Celebration of
the Benedictine Heritage of the Church of England will be held in the Cathedral and
Abbey Church of § Albans on Saturday, 19th July. Sung Mass at 12,00 noon with
the Choir of the Gregorian Association; a Lecture by a Guest Speaker in the
afternoon; and an Exhibition.

July 11 S Benedict's Day

Waestminster Cathedral, Mass, President and Preacher — Cardinal Hume
Waestminster Abbey, Vespers

CROSS-RESURRECTION SERMON
The Bishop of Lewes, Father Peter Ball CGA

There. used to be a somewhat eccentric Principal of one of our Theological
Colleges called B. K. Cunningham, and he Wwas very deaf and used to wear a hearing
aid powered by a battery. And on one occasion when he was hearing the confession
of one of his students the other people in the Chapel heard a great booming voice

. fram him saying “'Cut out the saints and get on with the sins; my battery is running
out.”

| want, in fact,to talk about the sacrifice rather than the glory because | think
we live in those sort of times, and my text is from the fifth chapter of the Book of
Revelation;
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‘| saw a Lamb standing in the midst of the throne with the, marks of, slaughter
a Lamb, as it were, who had been slain’ :

Can we- try and keep in our minds, in our lmaglnatlons | mean ' the picture of
that Lamb, the Son of God, with the marks of slaughter. .
Now we in the Guild of the Servants of the Sanctuary are those who have’ the’
supreme privilege of serving at the altar either as priests or ‘servers. We are-they
who come particularly near to the Sacrifice; we stand close to the throne, close to
Him who ever lives to make intercession. We are they who are particularly near as
the veil is drawn apart, and the Remembrance of the saving Death and the mighty
Resurrection, and the glorious Ascension is made temporal, and this our special
privilege; and so | believe it must be our special privilege also, to bear in ourselves,
as the Lamb of God whom we worship bears, the marks of slaughter. k]
. All Christians, of course, are not only called to receive the Holy Communlon
but to be the Holy Communion to the world, We all go out from here to
communicate the saving Death of Qur Lord to the world. Every single Christian
" must, therefore, look:(in total joyfulness of course) at the goal which is set before
him, yet at the same time endurirng the Cross and despising the shame, as we, like

_the Bread of Life Himself, are cut by the miller’s knife so that the whole world may
share; and as we are spilt as the fruit of the vine for the salvation of the world in
Christ. And this is true of all Christians.

What then of those who stand very very near to the Altar of Offering? And what
of us whose feet have trodden the holy courts of His presence? Let us be frank, We,
servers and “‘high church™ clergy are those who, in the past, have been infamous tor
being ““greasy tack merchants’’ of the sanctuary, preferring the marks of lace rather
than the wounds of love; preferring the light of candles than the light of the Gospel
and the sound of bells rather than the words of salvation. But what we want is all
of this, like S Therese; "Je chois tout” she said, ‘1 choose all”’. Let us be those
who do choose all; let us have all the things which give honour to Our Lord, truly
present in the Blessed Sacrament, but let us also bear the marks of love, the shining
light of the Gospel men and the message of salvation on our lips.

All | want to ask of you, as also-of myself, is how will we share in the Sacnflce,
which we often come so close to, for-surely it would be sheer blasphemy if we
want- the honour without the cost. To be. called into the sanctuary, | believe, is
to be called to suffer, for it is where the Sacrifice is offered. It is this, as well as
to be almost bursting with happiness, that we come so close to the sacramental
presence of Christ, and please believe me that | am not trying to ask a rhetorical
question, I’'m not trying to use resoundlng phrases or moving words that is-not
my line and not within my ability: *

1 know as well as you do that we live in crucial times both for the Church of
God and for the whole of the world, and we cannot afford the luxury of playing at
religion, whether in the “high church" way or the way of groups and smg songs or
what else we have. There's no time for this. AR

The deepest, most happv joy. of Christians in such tnmes as these is when he’
knows that he is sharing in his Master’s sacrifice, when it is the Cross-Resurrection
mystery which is at the centre of his life, and so | beg you to follow the way of
sacrifice, in prayer, in sacrificial giving, in fasting and in-costly: loving. Do all this
"because-you know that this is the calling that Jesus has given us by calling us into
the sanctuary, and in this way this noble Guild will not be a collection of “high
church® servers. It will be a noble legion of saints, who quietly and wholeheartedly
are joining their blood with the Lamb who, with the.marks of slaughter, stands in
the very midst of the throne of God, and to which throne we so wonderfully.

. approach at every eucharist. .



MEN WITH THORNS
Sydney W Hart

‘And, when boys grow into Adams,
" And, the world is not so kind,
Then, men find they have the thorns
Other men left when they died. .

When their dreams are scarred with sorrow,
And, the one they trust, betrays;

Then, they look not for tomorrow

" With its broken bits of days!

And yet, within man’s heartbeats,
There's a promise beyond scorn;
And, the HAND of LOVE will not forsake
. Men crying with their thornsl

EASTER DAY

Sydney W Hart

Your heart should be fuli of springtime,
- As Easter comes this year;
The sky above is blue for His love,
And, the lilies fair are here,

One wonders why such fragrance
Should bless this world today;
When long ago, such shadows cast,
Till Our Lord removed them for Easter Day!

“On Easter Morn, my heart must wake,
To praise my Lord, with song anevs;
And, as | raise my hymn of joy,
Do join me, and | with you!”

OUR SOUTH AFRICAN BROTHERS
AM

Not many visitors of the Republic of South Africa have opportunity to
participate in an Anglican Ordination service in a black community but such was
my good fortune recently.

The service was to begin at 9 30 am and in ample time before then, when the
day was already very hot, along with wife, son, daughter-in-law and the necessary
government permit (white and coloured people require such permits to enter black
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townships), we came to New Brighton, a black township of Port Elizabeth where
most of the foltk were of the Xhosa race; and made our way to S Stephen’s church,
This we found packed to the doors with, so we were told, some 950 souls, including
about 50 whites, However, accompanying the bishop’s wife, we were allotted
privileged seats near the bishop's throne.amidst a church chaoir from the distant
town of Cradock whence they had left home at 5 30 am.

There were other choirs among the congregation, each srnglng alone at times
during the long service, and this without organ accompaniment. .

And could they sing! The Xhosa people are 'as musical as are the Welsh and,
indeed, one chorister just behind us had a glorlous bass voice wrth the quallty of
Paul Robeson,

There were three ordinands to be made deacons, one of whom was white, and
two black deacons to be priested. The service was based on the Book of Common
Prayer, but, since it was conducted mostly in the Xhosa tongue, it was rather:
difficult for us to follow especially as that language uses more words than does
English to express the same idea. o

The many hymns were set to famrlrar English tunes in which, with the aid of
a borrowed. Xhosa hymn book, we were scon able to join since the pronunciation
was simple, not that, after the first line or two, we knew what we were singing
about! :

. However our son did read the first lesson in English ‘and the sermon, too, was
given in our language though interpreted -along the way with vrgorous gestures by
S Stephen’s rector for the benefit of his flock. .

A most _inspiring time -during the ‘service was when. “The Peace’ was passed.
There was .none. ‘of that timid greeting so often met.in the church at home, but,
passed around-with enthusiastic, hugs and firm handciasps as far as one could reach
And, continuing for some minutes, ‘Shalom’ {= peace) was sung repeatedly in
perfect harmony accompamed by rhythmic clapping. This was somethlng .of the
real Christian Church In South Afrrca

Did we say that the service started at 9 30 am? It ended at 1 pm and even then
the choirs were strII singing as we left the church! . .

THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF. BRADSTOWE

In the ARMS of BROADSTAIRS will be seen the curious feature ofa shlp with
topsails lowered, surrounded by the representation of a stone archway, and under-
neath the. inscription ‘Stella Maris’. The lowered topsails illustrates the respect
which was paid by passing ships to the-venerated image of Our Lady of Bradstowe,
Our Lady of Pity, enshrined in the littie Chapel of the fishing hamlet of Bradstowe.

Halfway along Albion Street stands S Mary's Chapel, the oldest building in
Broadstairs; a tablet bearing the date 1601 denotes when it was restored: after the
. Dissolution, not when it was built. The Shrine is dedicated to *'Our Ladye of
Bradstowe” the sanctuary of which was well known, back in-the 12th century.
Pilgrims,came from all parts of England, and the Shrine existed well before 1070,
as the original Church of S Peter contained a replica. In the Shrine was a large image
of the Virgin Mary (possibly a Pieta), known.as the ‘Weeping Virgin’; in hot weather
the Chapel could become very humid, and-condensation would gather on the face
of the Image, giving a weeping effect. Seamen took this as a bad.omen, as a storm
usually followed, but storms usually do follow very close weather.

The Chapei was much used by seamen, and mariners rounding the point lowered
their topsails reverently in salute. The ‘Preussen’ largest fully-rigged ship in the
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world, was the last vessel to do this. Built in Hamburgin 1902, she was wrecked in
1910 at Fan Bay, near Dover. Occasionally ships’ crews held services in the Chapel,
one being held for the crew of the ‘Great Harry the most powerful warship built
in Tudor times.

The Chapel is best seen from the small turning known as Chapel Place. Seamen
and pilgrims used a stone path through the cliff, connecting with a small wooden
groin over what is now the Garden-on-the-Sands.

In 1451 it was written of the Chapel:

**Shyppes that lyith in ye narrow see with
marchandyse for Tanet, seith at ye hedde
of ye cliffe at Bradstow, ye Shrine of

ye blue light is seeth many myle of"”

A:Chapel in Holy Trinity, Broadstairs is to be refurbished as a Shrine to our
Lady of Bradstowe.

A SERVER’'S PILGRIMAGE ON THE VIGIL OF S JAMES THE GREAT
HJ

There is no valley in West Penwith of greater beauty or more historic significance
than the deep cleft which runs from S Levan Church to the sea-washed rocks of
Porthéhapel — in older form Porth Selevan, Here against the inspiring backcloth of
cliffs and sea and sky — "“in a temple not made with hands”, the Guild of the
Servants of the Sanctuary recently sang their beautiful office. The green valley was
at the height of its summer splendour, bedecked with rosabay willow herb, where
priests and servers from S Buryan and § Mary, Penzance, mingled plaiffchant with
the harsher cries of seabirds and the low murmur of the full tide.

Incense was blessed, and the Litany of the Saints began at the hngh altar of
S Levan Church conducted by the Rector, Fr M Friggens. Then, led by thurifer,
cross-bearer and acolytes, the procession wound its way down the we!l-trodden cliff
path to the Holy Well of S Selevan. Our Lady, the holy angals, patriarchs, prophets,
apostlas, confessors, doctors, hermits, monks, virgins and martyrs were invoked as
the dignified procession moved towards the sea. *‘S Berriana, S Sennen and
S Selevan, pray for us! All ye saints of God, intercede for ust”’

So the Liturgy came alive on this pleasant summer evening breaking the silence
of towering cliffs and the vast ocean, with tankers on the horizon and a fishing boat
rocking gently on the calm sea below; became in fact relevant to daily life. Psalms,
prayers and censing on a Christian site dating from at least the 6th century AD.

A small cell over the well has recently been heavily treated with cement to
prevent current vandalism; from thence a well-laid flight of sixty steps winds down
to the saints’ cell on the cliff edge.

Long-overgrown, yet never entirely forgotten, the steps were excavated by the
Revd T Vatentine, Rector, and Dr Vernon Favell in 1931. An old sexton
remembered fetching water for baptism from the well, and fragments of an ancient
carol lingered in local memory:

“Go thee wayst out, Child Jesus,

Go thee wayst out to play.

Down by God’s Holy Well,

| saw three pretty children as ever tongue could tell,”
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Carols at the Well on Christmas Eve were revived a few years ago, often with
moonlight streaming across the sea and the waves crashing on the surf below,
" Legends of S Selevan were still related locally as late as-1750. Although such
tales of Celtic saints were miraculous and often comical, they were; as Canon Doble
wrote: ,“‘Saints and heroes holding forth the word of-life in the midst of a-perverse
and wicked generation where they shone as lights in the world.”

In this superb setting, cantors led the singing of the Office; and the officiant
hallowed the weill with incense dur:ng the Magnificat — aII done with: great
reverence and feehng

Then, heartily singing “For aI| the Saints” the procession returned up the steep
pathway to the churchyard -where a..final station was made in front of the
magnificent ‘churchyard Cross which has stood on the same site for.at least a
thousand years.

How refreshing was this small prlgrmage of witness, action and renewal on the
Vigil of S James thé Great; The Revd G R Pryrine spent a year, 1847-48, here at
S Levan and 'S Sennem striving against apathy and sometimes open hostility, to
maintain services, and teaching children during the week, before he became the
first and most famous Vicar of S Peter Plymouth.

* Legends state that the paths trodden by good S Selevan were a|ways the greenest
in the district. When days seem dank, let us-remember the Celtic saints and Fr
Prynne and other heroes of the Cathohc Revivial; and the contmurty of the
Catholic Faith. .

.

KNOwW YOUR BIBLE (31) — The Flrst Letter of John -A letter of Love

CanonWH Barnard

S John's Letters, like his Gospel, are-some 30 years later in date, around 100
AD, than anything we have studied so far with the exception of S Peter. A new
situation has arisen. The Church is now independent of Judaism. The Jew-Gentile
controversy is far in the past and questlons of observrng Jewrsh Law have answered
themselves,

S John writes, (probably from Ephesus) as the sole survivor of the: onglnai
Apostles {see 1 John chp 1 v 1} to his ‘little children’ those who have come under
his spiritual care. It is a ‘Pastoral Letter’, (with no greeting or personal messages),
to. the various local Churches of the Dlstnct or ‘Province’; also of help to Christians’
everywhere :

ft is related of John — the Apostu'e of Love — that in extreme oid age his SErmons
consisted of the same five words, “Little children love one another”. Whether this -
i$ true.or not, it is certainly true that it is the ‘theme song’ of this letter. A firm
test of a genuine Christian faith is given in chp 4 v 20, “He who loves not his
brother whom he has seenis unable to iove God Whom he has not seen’””. But itis
only too easy for us today ‘to admire the ‘beautifut sentrmems of John and yet
forget the firm foundations of Christian faith and teachlng from which they grow.
The Source of Christian Lové springs from the nature of God. it has been revealed
by God in ‘the acts of His Son. John tells us {chp 4 v 19) “We love, (the ‘him’ in our
‘AV Bible is best left out) because He first loved us”, and {chp 4 vv 9-10}, “Not -
that we loved Him but He loved us”. This love, or good-will, or charity, has been -
clearly shown-to us in the coming of God’s Son in our human nature — “‘in the

flesh” — thrs is the literal meaning of ‘incarnation’; and rt is dlsplpved in His
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Sacrifice on the Cross where He made propitiation for our sins {chp 4 v 2,39 and
10).

- It was necessary for John to state this very clearly and plainly; for there were
already false teachers who had ‘infiltrated’ the Christian Church, denying that
Jesus was really a man and no doubt declared that the Son of God could not have
suffered. Human flesh and earthly suffering were thought by some to be unworthy
of a divine Being. But at the beginning and again at the end of the letter John
stressas the bodily reality of the Son of Ged — “Whom we have seen and heard and
our hands have touched"” (chp 1 v 1). “This man is the real God and the life that is
eternal” (chp 5 v 20). His children are to guard against false pictures, ideas,
thoughts of God, (this is the meaning of “beware of idols’’}.

It is not possible to sum up Christianity in a sentence; but John comes near to
achieving thjs — “He who has the Son has the Life” {chp 5 v 12}, “This is His
command that we should believe in the name of His Sen Jesus Christ, and love one
another, even as He gave us command” (chp 3 v 23), What could be a more simple
expression of the blend of Christian faith and practice? Christianity has been
described by many different people in various ways. But surely no-one could
doubt or deny that John has penetrated to the root and heart of the matter. He
emphasises the importance of orthodox belief and right conduct, shown especially
by works of {ove.

YOUNGER BROTHERS
By Tiny

This being the first “"Younger Brothers’ feature, it is difficult to know where to
begin. However, let me start by giving you an idea of what we are going to do in the
future.

When | was younger {not all that long ago you will surprised to note), | never
read The Server’ — keen though | was on serving, because it seemed to be talking
only to our elder brothers ( and | use the word ‘elder’ very carefully) with very
little that the younger ones could follow. From now on we have about 1000 words
per issue to devote entirely to matters of interest to you, Please do write to me
suggesting ideas that we could discuss in future issues, and also, please give me your
views on what | write.

The Guild

Those of you who have just been confirmed will be very new members of GSS.
You will be on what we call probation. That's not really as bad as it sounds. It only
lasts one year and during that time you will find out more concerning what it
means to be a server. You may have been a server before this, but | expect that
when you were 11 or 12 your Parish Priest or MC, on seeing how keen you were at
serving at the Altar of God, asked if you would like to join the Guild.

1 wonder how much we know about GSS, and how much we want to know
about serving; or did we just join because we got thrown out of the Choir? The fact
is that the Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary was formed many years ago to stand
up for the Catholic Faith and Practice which we now enjoy, so it is important that
we know what we are taltking about when we fill in application form No 1, and
state that | unreservedly accept Catholic Faith and Practice.” | think that you will
know something about this if you have been well taught in Sunday School and
Confirmation class.
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“The Creeds

The Catholic Faith is summed up in the three great creeds of the Church, whlrh
we can find in our Prayer Books. The one that | like best is the Creed of Saint
Athanasius, which starts:- *'Whosoever will be saved; betore all things it is necessary
that he hold the Catholic Faith”. Read it for yourself. If you find it a little difficult
to understand, | am sure your Vicar will explain it to you.

Why Join The Gmld

You may think that you can be a good enough server without | joining any Guild,
and | suppose that in a way you can. But let’s remember that as Altar servers we are
enjoying a great privilege; infact the greatest privilege a man or boy can have. We -
have the honour to wait op our 'Blessed Lord at table, because after the Priest who
is acting in His name says the words ‘This is my Body, and This is my Blood’, it is
our Lord Himself, who under the forms of bread and wine, rests on the altar.
The bread and wine beceme his Body and Blood. What greater privilege can any
man or boy have than to ‘go unto the alftar of God’, as Psalm 43 puts it. That is the
Psalm that is usually said by the pnest and servers at the foot of the altar at the
begmnmg of Mass,

It is only rlght and natural that we who are called to serve, will band together

“to raise the splntual tone of altar servers " as the first object of the Guiid states

Attendanoe

Now that we are servers, we will without doubt turn up at Church when we are
on duty, but we will also be in Church on the Sundays we are not on duty. It would
be a very un-Catholic server that only turned up for duty. Every Sunday is what.
the Church calls ‘a day of obligation’ when. we should all attend Mass. We should
always give thanks to God afterwards, especially if we have received Communion,
and there is no better way to do this than to attend Evensong — even if the sermon
and prayers sometimes ramble on too long for many young {and old) ears. There
are also 8 other days of Obligation during the year when we should hear Mass.
Sometimes these take the forms of a High or Sung Mass in the Evening when'it is
best not to receive Communion, because we should always receive the Blessed
Sacrament in the morning when we have just hopped {or fallen) out of bed without
having any breakfast, and not at the fag end of the day when all we can think about
are the scrapes we have got into at school or wherever. :

Spring Competition
For the older ones 14+

Write a few lines on what you think of the pOSSIbIhIV of temale Servers being
allowed to join the Guild. {See ‘The Server’, Wlnter 1979) T|ny doesn t agree with
Serviettes, but what do you think? . i -

For the younger ones o . .

Either do the same as the older ones,or -t

1. List the 8 days of obligation excluding Sundavs
or

2. Tell me what you like or dislike about being a Server.

There will be no prizes, but the winners and their entries will get a mention in
the next issue. Please send all letters, as soon as possible please, to Tiny, c/o The
Editor, Fr Varney. The address is inside the front cover.

Dy
H
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

. Catholic Renewal — Everyone is asked to support any of these events, whlch
mav be held in their area. . Ca .

1980
March 15. General Councrl

Y

Aprit 7 Eastern Area Festival — S James the Great, East I-iill Colchester
e Noon High Mass. Celebrant and preacher — The Bishop of Bradwell. . -
.« 3 pm Office. Preacher — Father E Ford Chaplaln COF ! .

April 9 Cornish Festrval Truro Cathedral -7 30 pm Offtce
: Preacher — The Warden _ . .

April 12 EASTER FEST|VAL AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
S Augustine, Queen’s Gate, London SW7. -
11 30 am. High Mass with Communion.
2 30 pm. Baden Powell House — Annual General Meetlng
4 30 pm Office, Procession and Benedrctlon

May 5 Cathohc Renewal Festwal s Francrs of Assisi, Bournemouth

'Ma\r 26 Natlonal P||g|mage to Our Lady of Walsmgham
. Preacher — The Archbishop of Canterbury

© May 31 Ndrth.Midland's Festival — S Peter, Cafow Chesterfreld
- 11 30 am. Sung Mass. Preacher — The Warden. -
4 00 pm. Office. Preacher — The Revd R Bradburv.

June 7 PGI Festival. S Lawrence, Hawkhurst. . ' .
' North Eastern Festival. Newcastle Cathedral. 1" 30 am, ngh Mass .
2 00 pm. Meeting in- lerary The Warden. 3 30 pm. Offlce

June 10 - London Festival of Chrlstuan Unity. _
. S Peter, Clerkenwell. 7 45 pm Off1ce and Benedrctnon -

June 28 Sussex Servers Celebratron — Arundel Church. and RC Cathedral
11 30 am Solemn Euchanst The Blshop of Chichester wnll celebrate
_ and preach. " :
2 30 pm. The Warden will- lead procession from Church to Cathedral
for 3 00 pm. Office. Preacher — The anhop of Arundel and Brlghton
; Glastonburv Pllgrrmage . . .

July 6 - Summer Pilgrimage to Our Ladv of Egmanton Preacher -'The Blshop
o of Lelcester - s

.

‘Sept 20 ‘ General Council'

Oct 11. Autumn Festlval Sahsbury Cathedral
L Noon —.Eucharist. 300 pm. Office..
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TO THE EDITOR

| am glad that my letter regarding the action of S Brendan Chapter in
withholding their contribution to COF should have aroused such interest. May |
please comment on the replies.

Firstly may | explain that as a local Treasurer to the erstwhile Ordination
Candidates Central Fund and Chapter Collector for COF for many years my
interest in this subject is perhaps more than academic. It would appear that
S Brendan are offended at the apparently large proportion of funds collected in
any one year that is not disbursed in the same year. Modern Treasury practice
has to take into account factors which did not apply in days gone by, ie inflation
effects. Inflation rise in 1980 must be estimated in 1979 and a contingency sum set
aside to offset this as inflation rise may well be accompanied by reduced
contributed amounts. The effect of reservation of 30% of funds received in ‘79 may
well be wiped out in ‘80 if inflation rises to say 20% and the urgent need to increase
the number of grants rises by 10%, and 1 would think that Bro Wilcox is to be
congratulated rather than condemned for having grasped this nettle so firmly and
competently.

By way of comment on Fr Staines’s letter may | relate some very pleasant
experiences | have had as a ‘stranger within the gates’ and a slogan which may help
others? My slogan is adapted from a Hatter's advertisement '‘Write ahead — win a
chat”’. Before my wife and | go on holiday each vear we write to the village parish
priest and the local Chapter Secretaries asking for details of service times and Guild
meetings occuring during our stay, in this way we intregate intc the life of the
community we visit. Thus at Egloskerry in Cornwall | was privileged to accompany
the Office, at S Neot ) was invited to accompany the Eucharist and we were further
invited to the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations and Banquet following. At Wye Valley
on a cycling holiday Sunday being our first day in the district we lost our way to
Ruardean Church and were running late for the 9 30 am Eucharist and had just
topped the rise of the hiil overlooking the church some 300 yds distant when the
bells stopped and we could see the robed celebrant and choir in the open West
door. We were expected and he waved to us and waited, holding up the procession
until we arrived so that he could welcome us personally to the sarvice!

On another occasion in Cornwall we attended Eucharist at Launceston and at
this service car owners were asked to volunteer to form a motor-cade for 6 pm the
following Wednesday to enable servers and congregation members to attend a Guild
Office at Frithelstock some forty miles distant! We volunteered and found our
passengers to be two very cheerful ladies who filled us with local knowledge which
gave us many talking points later. Arrived at Frithelstock we found the Chapter
temporarily bereft of organist and | was delighted to play for the service on an
“early English’" Chamber organ which had only just been restored, the work having
been complemd a few hours before the service. Afterwards a barbecue followed
arganised by the local Chapter — profits in aid of the church restoration fund — at
which our passengers introduced us and we felt to be no ‘‘strangers’’ indeed! A
small band of musicians arrived to play to us and being piqued by high noise level
of chat moved off the village green to play to two goats tethered there. The noises
made by the goats in reply may well have been due to a keen appreciation.
Meanwhile, back in the Vicarage grounds the Vicar's dog was costing the Vicar a
lot of money by stealing hot dogs for which the Vicar had to stump up at 5p per
sausage. We had a very warm welcome at Holy Trinity, Bath and S John, Bathwick
and whenever we attend the Glastonbury Pilgrimage we look forward with pleasure
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to see familiar faces beneath such banners as S Cennyd, Swansea and S Gluvius,
Cornwall . .. .. Such is the immense pleasure which obtains from following the
advice given earlier. We belong to a wonderful Guild and it is worthwhile exptontmg
our membership to the full’and we will |f we follow the slogan “Write ahead — win -
~ achat", . : .

London S o - " Douglas Britton
“THE SERVER"

May | take this opportunity through “The Server” to thank you all for the speed
in which you have paid your subscriptions for 1980. It saves both time and postage
to receive them as soon as they are due.

Each year at the -Annual Genéral Meeting Fr Varney asks if more people could
take copies of “The Server””. Obviously at that meeting he talks to the converted
otherwise they would not be there,

According to my calculations there are less than half the members of the Guild
that take the magazine. If each one of us tries to get at least two more subscriptions
it would help us to keep our heads above water and not be a burden on Guild funds
as we have in past years, Also it will mean we may not have to mcrease prices as
often as we have had to in the past.

Blackburn v ) : | Carson N Edwards _

CHANTRY BOOK

Remember our brothers who have gone to their rest.

AUGUST " DECEMBER
William H Hackney . Leslie C Lavender
Charles Treacher X : .
Gerald H S Walden '

William K Smallwood JANUAR Y

Alfred Johnson, priest

NOVEMBER
Paul Cavanna

May these, and all wholsleep in Christ find light, happiness and peace.

OBITUARY

Alfred Johnson, Priest.

By the death on January 10th of Fr Alfred Johnson the Church in Suffolk has
lost a gifted member, Born and brought up in Ispwich he was for many years a
member of the GSS and Sacristan at S Bartholomew’s church while on the staff of a
large engineering firm in the town. Long aspiring to the Priesthood he was

“eventually able to realise his call and after a course at Worcester Ordination College
- was ordained in 1960 to a curacy at S John, Bury St Edmunds. This was followed
by a short spell of work at Hford which ended in a happy marriage and return to
Suffolk as Vicar of Cowlinge with Great Bradley near Newmarket. in 1974 .his
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wife's sudden death led to his retirament to Bury St Edmunds where he again
assisted at S John's and elsewhere. He became chaplain of the Chapter of SS Felix
and Fursey and employed his gifts in calligraphy in listing the Abbots of Bury
Abbey, the Vicars, Provosts and Bishops in the Cathedral Church of § James.
Fr Johnson was very knowledgeable in the history of the Catholic Movement in
the Church of England of which he was a strong supporter.

DIRECTORY
Page 10 . Austraiian District Council.
’ Secretary — T McDermott,
135 Cardiff Road, Elermore Vale, NSW 2287,
Australia.
Chapter ‘ Secretary
S Julian, A Parfitt, 2 S John’s Crescent, Midsomer Norton, |

Bath BA3 2EP

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING at Baden Powell House, Queens Gate, London at
2 30 pm on Saturday, April 12th 1980.

AGENDA

. Opening Prayers.
Apologies. .
. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, April 215t 1979, to be taken as read
having been circulated in ‘the Server’.
. Matters arising.
. Annual General Report.
. Financial Statement.
. Report of Candidates for Ordination Fund.
“The Server” Report.
. The Warden’'s Address.
. To confirm the Generzl Council’s Elections.
a. The Warden.
b. Chaplain General,
c. The COF Chaplain. .
d. The Secretary General.
e. The Treasurer General. )
11. Resolutions tabled by the General Council.
12. Group Elections.
13. Festivals 1980,
14. Any other business.

coENoms LN

-l

The Blessing.
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- ANNUAL REPORT 1979

The year has been specially marked by various celebrations to commemorate
the 75th Anniversary of the founding of the Candidates Ordination fund, not only -
in connection with the Easter Festival and Annual General Meeting held at §
Augustine, Queens Gate and the Autumn Festival held at York Minster but many
Area .and Chapter Meetings and Festivals. The occasion was also marked by an
increased grant to Ordinands of £75 over-and above their usual grant and the
productnon of Guild Ties,

The Guild has also given considerable support at many meetings up and down
the country in connection with Catholic Revival. It was with great pleasure that we
Jearn of the appointment of Bishop Runcie, Bishop of St Albans to the See of
Canterbury and send him our sincere congratulations and best wishes; also our best "
wishes to Fr Lunn, Priest Associate of the Guild on his appointment as Bishop of -
Sheffield. -Outside the Guild we must mention the successful visit to Ireland of
Pope. John Paul [l, whose addresses, heard over, the air, were most inspiring and
encouraging to ali denominations and for his direct statements on Divorce, abortion
and the ordination of women. .

The Easter Festival~and Annual General Meeting, as last year, was held at S
Augustine’s Church and Baden Powell House; a most impressive and successful
day with many hundreds of brothers and friends attending. At the Mass we
welcomed the Bishop of Lewis, a Bishop Associate, who presided and preached;
unfortunately not being able to stay for the Office on account of another
engagement: Our thanks again to Fr Hewitt for the use of S Augustine's Church and
" for -all the help he-so often gives. The Autumn Festival in conjunction with'the
756th Anniversary of COF was held in October at York Minster. A great occasion for
the Guild, "which drew an enormous .attendance, there . being almost 1000
communicants; an overflow of some 500 found it necessary to use the nave. We .
were most grateful to Bishop Wimbush for presndmg and-preaching at the Eucharist
.and for staying to preside at the Office. It is felt, and quite rightly so, that these
great gatherings, at both the Easter and Autumn Festlvals are indicative of the Ilfe_
of the Guild and that it is very much alive. . - ;

With- the splendid result of the Major Festivals and reports durihg the year it

gives us a clear picture of the progress which has and is- bemg made within the. .

Guild and of its services to Holy Church.

It has been a great delight to hear that several Chapters have found the necessary
time in having day and weekend retreats; these being held at Walsingham and other
suitable retreat houses. This is indeed something which could ‘be enlarged and it is -
hoped in the future that more Chapters or combmatlon of Chapters even Groups
‘will attempt. .

Various Social .occasions have been held several of Whlch have been attended by
the ‘Secretary General and it has been a great pleasure to partake in these. There is
indeed a place for these within our orbit as: they are of great importance in
fostering the spirit of friendship and brotherhood and provides an opportunity of
meetmg old and new friends; that genial cup of tea after a Gu:ld Offlce or meetmg
is highly to be recommended.

“'Each - year, with considerable. regret, -we have to announce the deletion of
. members over and above those who have passed on, or lost contact, caused by non
payment of their subscriptions. Perhaps if we consider. this in its correct light, it
could be that some members join the Guild without a proper sense-of their vocation
as servers or not being informed of their obligations.and what is involved when
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applying for membership. tt is felt that Chapter Treasurers should have an assistant
who would be prasent if the Treasurer could not attend, to collect subscriptions in
order that these can be collected and not left until another time.

Many letters have been received from interested servers, who reside within or
just outside Chapter areas, requesting details of the Guild. Here perhaps a little
more publicity locally is needed or perhaps some kind of Qutreach is indicated. The
scope in many areas for the widening and extension of the Guild is considerabie and
all members are asked to help and not leave it entirely 1o the Sacretary. A live
Chapter is one in which all members take an active and responsible part.

During the year the Chapters of Our Lady & S Edward, Dorset and S Mark the
 Evangelist have been formed, a few Chapters revived and some three Chapters in

the formation. As we go to print we would mention the revival of the Chapter of
_ S Ann, Banbury.
Fr Moore has now been our.Warden for some eight years and we appreciate more
and more his work and interest in the Guild and record our sincere thanks to him as
also Fr Treadwell, Chaplain General, Fr Ford, Chaplain COF, Fr Varney, Editor of
‘The Server’, Bro Ogden, Treasurer General, Clir Wilcox, COF Secretary and Bro
Carson Edwards, The Server’ distributor. We are also most grateful to all our
members of the General Council for their attendance at Council Meetings and for
their devotion and work in their respective areas. They meet three times a vyear,
two of which are all day meetings. Your Officers have also apart from Council
Meetings met in London twice.
~ We record most grateful thanks to all Chapter Chaplams Secretaries and
Treasurers, those responsible for collecting for COF and distribution of The
Server’, for their devotion and hard work during the year and to all probationers
and members of the Guild.

Your Officers have as usual made many visits to Chapter and area Festivals and
at other meetings where necessary; these have been a great joy and presented a
veluable opportunity of meeting old and new friends and making personal contact.
Among the visits made were those at Brighton, Enfield, Corringham, Abingdon,
Cressing, Chesterfield, Hockley, Peterborough, Eastbourne, Willesden, Southend,
Ipswich, Kenton and others which have been reported in ‘The Server’.

The Agenda for Council Meetings have always been very full and matters over
a large range have been discussed; many arising from queries brought by Councillors
from their Chapters affecting the Guild in general. Many requests for the admission
of Female Servers have been received and indeed much time has been spent on this
subject and more time will be given to this at the first meeting in the New Year
when it is hoped that a final recommendation can be made and a suitable resolution
formulated for the AGM.

In regard to administration it is again regretted that several Chapters have
delayed their remission of Annual subscriptions. This has caused much extra
pressure of work and involved considerable extra expense in sending out reminders.
Your Council request that all dug attention should be given to the collection of
subscriptions and that they should be rendered in time. Due notice to this effect is
often given in ‘The Server’. The Office load could be considerably reduced by
necessary action thus leaving valuable time for other important matters.

As already indicated in “The Server’ and due notice given at the AGM the Annual '
subscriptions are to be increased to 50p as and from January 1st 1980.

Your Council again authorised the printing of Guild Christmas Cards and it is
with pleasure that we can report some 4500 have been sold. We are grateful to all
who helped with the sates and it is again hoped that this will be continued in 1980,
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* In regard to the redecoration of the Guild Chapel at Walsingham we have
pleasure in reéporting that we have -just heard that the new building works at
Walsingham are nearing completion and trust that the necessary work, as a
Memorial to Fr Fox, can be placed in hand and completed by the end of 1980,

Your Guild continues to be represented on the Catholic Societies Council;

several important meetings have been held during the year;"a combined statement
was issued against the administration of the Sacraments by visiting ‘ordained’
Females. In the ecumenical field, many reports have been received of combmed
" meetings with our Roman brothers, this is to be applauded. -
"~ The usual Festival with them.at St Peter’s Italian Church again took place and
this is to be an annual event. Negotnatrons have taken place with the Old Dutch
Catholics who dre in communion with the Anglican Church, and |nd|vrdual
members have recently jcined.

Qverseas ‘Chapters; communications have been maintained. A new Chapter has
been formed in Kimberley, South Africa.

‘Scottish Guild of Servers relations have been maintained mainly through Clir
Perkins who recently attended their AGM. In this connection we must mention that
Fr Wood, its founder and a member. of the Council was present at the age of 88and
that he also attended the York Festival.

The American Guild, that of the Order of S Vincent, we are dehghted 10 report ,
has been revived after serious drffscumes over the past two years We, are in
communication with them,

Although the Editor’s report is given, your Council have great concern on’ the
relative small number of subscribers compared with the strength of the
membership. To make ‘The Server’ a paying propasition it is necessary that its
subscribers be increased by some 1000 extra sales. During the year printing costs
have risen twice and another in the pipeline. Paper and postal charges have also
increased and although we await the financial report, it is felt that we shall be in the
red on this. This should be a concern of all members and every effort must be
made with increased sales,

Membership. During the year the loss of members is as fol?ows, Priests Associate
25. Brothers 260, mainly on account of non payment. Increase. 1 Bishop 57 Priests
Associate. 517 probationers. The percenmge of new members Jomlng under the
age of 20 is 67%.

Members passed to hugher Service:- Prnests Assocrate Hall J S P, Skrllern R
Hilton D C, Richardson K P, Crossley C D, Pettman H, Appleton R G J, Craig R M,
McRae A D A. Brothers, Hall E W, Councillor, Grlkes P, Beard A B, Bingham J,
Baii L, Burfield A E, Crabb F J, Cornell L, Court J, Frnney CF, Goodwav CA,
Jordon J S, Grover A E, Horton D, Jordan HW, Lewis H K, Luch R Martts R, Pibk
F A, Perrin C E :Peckham E R, Roblnson D, Shuttleworth C, erth CJ, Whymark
Al

May thev restin peace and rrse in glory.

CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATlON FUND |

- During our seventy-fifth year | have written reports for “T he Server which. has
meant doing some research into ‘the history of COF. From those earlv years we
have come a long way to establish the Fund on a sound basis for the benefit of our.
brother ordinands, who offer.themsleves for the work .of the ministry of Holy

Church. Now, -in presentmg our annual report in the seventy-sixth year of the' _

Fund ! claim that the Fund is in goad shape, and _is receiving onal support
from Chapters and friends of GSS.’ -
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Alas the number of Theclogical Colleges has reduced over this period of years
from the decade of the Thirties when we were supporting GSS members at
seventeen colleges in the UK; now it is only a handful, which can provide the
training. However, we have given financial support to sixteen brothers during 1979
and Bursary awards were made from £100pa to £160pa, depending on the need of
each ordinand under training, plus an extra gift of £75 to each man made at Easter
1979 to mark the date of foundation on 20th April 1904.

Each brother has contact with the writer during the period he is at Theological
College, plus free copies of ““The Server” each quarter, to keep him in touch with
Guild affairs.

There has been an increase of six life members during the year.

+ The following brothers were ordained deacons at Patertide, 1979: Paul Burrows,
Ronald Farley, John Ford, Anthony Hart and Michael Sheffield,

The constant flow of new money from our investments, from Chapters and
friends of COF has been very encouraging and the financial report from the
Treasurer General gives the details of our income and expenditure during the year.
Your support is very much appreclated, and this action provides the means for usto -
maintain the work of the Fund every year.

To mark the seventy-fifth year the new Guild necktie of simple design in Royal
blie and Midgreen has proved a sell out, making a profit of £200 for the Fund.
Further, it was agreed by the Council to raise a repeat order, and this was done in
October, but sales have dropped, so to those members who have not yet made a
purchase | would vaiue their support, at £1.90 each, post free: |t has been possible
to keep this ‘sales promotion’ self-financing, and is therefore independent from our
income from the General Fund of COF.

Our very sincere thanks from our Chaplain, Father Eric Ford, and myself for all
the loyal support we receive, and may we all continue our efforts for the Guild in
the work it undertakes, to support men, who will develop their talents following
ordination, to ensure that the Faith we need, is maintained for all future
genarations within our society.

Eric Ford, Chaplain COG Stan Wilcox, Secretary COF
THE SERVER

The seventy-flfth Anniversary of the'Guild's Candudates for Ordination Fund has
been emphasised in all the year's issues, as have also the trends in the Church’s
thoughts on Liturgy and the Offices of the Church. The Guild is indebted to those
who have contributed these articles and also other devotional and informative
items; most of these writers are clergy and it is hoped that some brethren at least
will be able to provide articles of interest to their fellow members for future
inélusion, Many younger servers are joining the Guild and stress is laid on the need
for items with them in mind; we are grateful for the * “Tales of Titch, the lovable
altar boy"”, but again drawn by a priest.

More news of Chapters, Groups and Festivals have been received, but still there
are many events not recorded and little is heard of some Chapters. The Magazine
Secretaries in the Chapters are thanked for their hard work in increasing sales. Still
rising inflation, postage, wages etc once again have meant an increase in price, but
it is thought with its contents it is still the cheapest megazine making a great
contribution to the life of our Church, Wilfred Varney, Editor

We go forward again to another year, reminding all our members of their
important vocation in the Service of the Altar and ail that it implies and ask them
for a full commitment to the objects, principles and rules of the Guild and ever
increasing loyalty. Howard S Gadd, Secretary General
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REVENUE-ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1979
' EXPENDITURE

INCOME
Balance brought forward .

Subscriptions
Donations

Life Members . .
Publications
Travel refunds
The Server”’
COF

Meetings received
Dividends on investments
Festival collections

Christmas cards '

Fr Fox Memorial -
Bequest — D McKenzie

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 318T DECEMBER 1979

Fixed Assets

Current Assets

Represented by :-

2875.81
1662.07
'23.25
282.50
233.11

© - 388,03
1609.30
247.41
140.20
995.94
. 143.35
1 244 54
‘ 52,10
320,00

£9217.61

Office Furniture

. Postages and telephone

Heating and lighting
Medals '
Advertisements

. Publications
. Travel expenses

‘The Server” .

COF

Meetings expenses
Insurance

Donations

Christmas cards -
Sundries

C of E Board of Finance

Transfer to Deposit Account:

Cash at Bank

Duplicator {£63 less 10% Depreciation}

Stock — Medals, Publications etc
Vestments, thuribles (Note 4)

Officers Badges

Investments at cost (Note 3)

Cash — Current Account
Deposit Account

Interest on Deposit Account

* Imprest

Life Members Fund {Note 2)

Revenue Account (Note 1)

. 23

261.72
165.00
416.93
45.60
350.66

- 8b4.87
© 1823.48
254.66
231.67
10.63 .
60.20
34.20
66.00
3000.00
1400.00

8965.52
252.09

£9217.61

9,00
57.00°

922.77.

© 1336.00
8.00
12199.30

209.52
2699.90
"146.36°

" 50.00

£17637.85

2758.50
14879.35

£17637.85



Notes forming part of the accounts for the year ended 31st December 1979

1. Revenu'e Account

Balance at 1/1/79 11781.00

Current Account 252.09

Deposit Account 2846.26
£14879.35

2. Life Members Fund 4.

Balance at 1/1/79 2476.00,

Additions 1979 28250
£2758.50

3. Investments at cost

2200 9% Exchequer Stock 1994 1650.65
22008%% " " 1997 1617.37
2200 8% “ " 2002/6 1431.28
3664.39 12%% 1995 4000.00
552.95 10%% Treasury” 1997 500.00
C of E Board of Finance . 3000.00
£12199.30

Vestments, thuribles etc
Value at 1/1/79 1485.00
Less 10% Depreciation 149.00

£1336.00

. CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION FUND
REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1979

INCOME

Current Account breught forward 114113
Deposit Account brought forward 2303.70
Gifts and donations 4041.62
Sundries 26,32
Dividends on Deposit Account 380,99
Dividends on Current Account 448.70
Sale of Ties 207.36
Interest on Deposit Account 272,51

' £8822.23
Cash at Bank 1823.47
Deposit Account 2390.24
Less
Current Agcount brought forward 114113
Deposit Account brought forward 2303.70
Stock — Ties
Excess of income over expenditure

Accounts subject to sudit

EXPENDITURE

Expenses and Postages 105.00

Life Members 56.00

Gifts to Candidates 3627.00

Sundrles 77.40

Printing and Stationery 7.86

Cash at Bank 1823.47

Cost of Ties 521.31

Stock — Tiés 313.86

£8822.23
4213.71
3444.83
768,88
31395
£1082.83

Willism G Ogden, Treasurer Ganaral
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NEWS FROM THE CHAPT ERS

S Cennydd Swansea

The Chapter -celebrated its Srlver Jubllee in November at S John, Hafod and it
was indeed a very joyous occasion.

On Friday, November 23 {the actual date of inauguration) the Rt Revd J J A
Thomas (formerly Bishop of Swansea- and Biecon) presided at .a- solemn
concelebrated mass, assisted by priests ‘associate of the Chapter, and gave the
address in which he expressed his pleasure in taklng part in the Festival. After the
service, a reception was held in the Parish Hall.

The Festival continued on the following day with a concelebrated mass at which
the Chaplain, Fr-Wayne Brinson; presided, again assisted. by priests associate, at
which the preacher was the Warden, Fr David Moore.

After the mass, visitors and members were' entertained to a splendid Iunch in"the
Parish Hall, and in the afternoon, the Chaplain officiated at the Offrce and
procession and gave the address, which was followed by tea.

The Chapter was pleased to welcome a_number of friends who were presentat
the inauguration, 25 years ago, including Bishop Thomas and Archdeacon
Emeritus Harry Williams and two former Chaplains, Fathers lllytd Jenkins and
Michael Short. It was also a great pleasure to-have the Warden, our Area Councnlior
Bitl Taylor, and Priests:Associate Fathers R Williams and J Ellis with us.

The Festival was well supported by local ‘clergy and members and we are most
grateful to the ladies of S John s for undertakmg the excellent catering
arrangements

§ Chad, Coventry -

The annual requiem todk place at AlI Souls tide in S Mlchael Caludon Team
Parish at which the Warden celebrated and preached. In his sermon Fr Moore urged
afl to make sure we made adequate provrsron for our own requiems. ‘

in Advent we visited S Margaret .Ball Hill when our Chaplain, Father Harding
officiated at the office and gave the address. The Vicar, Fr PauI Chitty is a former
lay member of the chapter.

The Epiphany visitation was at S Peter, Coventry East, when the Bishop of
Coventry presided and preached at the mass. Many local clergy were present as were
also members of the Chapter of S Dubmus Leamlngton .

S John the Divine, Leicester ’

The Patronal Festwal was celebrated on S Johns Day at S Paul, Leicester.
Despite being 2 cold, wet, windy night a large congregation -were present at the
concelebrated Mass, at which the Bishop of Leicester celebrated, assisted by Fathers
G Sealy (Vicar- and Chaplain), B Giover, S Weston and Brother G Richmond as
deacon. The Archdéacon of Leicester and Father Hirst were in the choir. Over
eighty communions were made. The collection was for thie COF.

The past year has been a fruitful one for the chapter, -our.visits to city and
county parishes have been appreciated and good links forged: with priests.and
servers, who have not encountered GSS before. A full programme for 1980 has
been arranged . .

S John of Jerusalem, London to
The Chapter met at S Mary Abchurch, Canon Street.in Decernber The Office
was sung, the Chaplain, Father Pollard officiating. Benediction concluded the
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service. A good number was present, inciuding the Secretary General, and Brother
Perkins, who also was one of the cantors. The Vicar, the Revd Chancellor Garth
Moore, preached.

S Justus, Swanley

The Chapter met at All Saints, Orpington, for the first time last October. The
Vicar and Rural Dean of Orpington, Fr Robert Lunnon, officiated at the Office and
our Chaplain, Fr Bob Wallace, preached. Over coffee, served by his daughter and
friends, Fr Lunnon welcomed us to All Saints. Fr Levy officiated at the Office at his
own church, Holy Redeemer, Lamorbey, in November when Fr Andrew Behrens
preached a farewell sermon. Fr Behrens is now in Scawsby, Doncaster at the parish
of SS ) eonard and Jude.

Our Iast meeting of the year was at S Mary, Swanley for a sung mass and
Councillor Tilley and Brother Potter read the Old Testament Lesson and the
Epistle.

S Martin of Tours, Maidstone

Chapter meetings generally have been very well attended, especially on a
Saturday afternoon in July when we were invited to sing the Office at Ulcombe
Church as part of the celebrations to mark Fr J L Folkard's Silver Jubilee as Rector
of the Parish. This was followed by a substantial tea on the Rectory lawn.

Bank Holiday Monday in May saw a representative number of Brothers and their
families join others of the Group as guests of Group Councillor Tilley at his home
for a buffet lunch, at which we were joined by the Secretary General. This was
followed by the singing of the Office at All Saints, Hempstead.

A number of brothers took part in the PG1 Festival at S George, Blck|ey in
June, the Chapter providing a Cantor,

In August Probationer Alistair Berwick, aged 14 years, was mvnted to be a guest
organist for a recital during the Festival Week at S Lawrence, Hawkhurst. This
church will be the venue for the 1980 PG1 Festival on June 7th when the Chapter,
celebrating its Golden Jubilee, will be hosts.

A link-up meeting with S Sexburgha Chapter in September was marked with the
singing of the Office at S Luke, Gillingham, and repaid their visit to us last year.

A Requiem Mass for departed members was held in November at S Micheal and
All Angels, Maidstone, the vicar (Chapter Chaplain)} Fr Gibbons, celebrating.

58 Osmund & Swithun, Bourmnemouth

The ‘annua! requiem mass took place in November and the December office was
at S Nicholas, Southbourne. The AGM in January was well attended and all the
officers were re-elected, Canon Barnard continuing as Chaplain. The COF target had
easily been surpassed, and noteworthy was the report that many brothers had
helped their fellow serversin difficulty.

The Chapter has published a calendar of events for 1980, including services
festivals and social events.

Father Derek Peel is to give seven addresses on the Sacraments. It is planned to
visit Assisi this summer.
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FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL - -

New Bishop of Sheffield

We congratulate the Revd Davrd R Lunn Rector of S George, Cullercoats, a
Priest Associate of the Gu:ld on his. appomtment as Bushop of Sheffield and send
him our very best wrshes . .

Annual Subscrlptlons :

May | remind all .Officers and Chapter members of the increase of the Annual:
Subscrlptlons which will take effect from January 1980. These will now be 50p
per year and admission fees will remain at 50p.

By making a special note of this you can save the Gurld tlme and money.

Guild Subscnptrons by Covenant T
Will all members paymg ‘their subscription by deed of Covenant please advrse, :
the Secretary General in order that these can be brought up to date. -

GI.IIld Chnstmas Cards ‘

In 1979 the Sale of Guild Christmas Cards proved a great success. The original
order. was sold out by early September and it was necessary to have two reprints.
Over 5000 was sold thus providing a servuce to our members and at the same tlme
supplementmg Guild funds. -

We are proposing to continue these this year in a slightly different form and
will be ready for despatch from early August. We look forward to your orders as
early as possible 10 avoid disappointment and would mention that a greater number
will be printed. ‘These wili sell at 5 for 36p including envelopes and postage.

* Autumn Fastival, Sahsbury Cathedral, October 11th

It is proposed to organise a Party to Salisbury from Waterloo, rait travel return
reservation at approxrmatelv £6.50. Day return. The outgomg train Ieaves Waterloo,
at 9 am and arrives at 10 37 am.

Early bookings are requested wnth cash or cheque to the Secretary General

Area Councillor, P G 8 Surrey’

It is regretted that no nominations for thls vacancy have been received, although
-the closing date had been fixed for December 8th 1979, Will Chapters-in this area
now note there will be a further period for receipt of naminations which have to
be sent in by March 5th 1980. Chapter Secretaries are asked to brmg this matter to:
the attention of their members at all meetings.

Melaneslan Servers o ) .
Many-years ago_a Chapter was formed in the Soiomon Isles, After the Church of
Melanesia received Independance the ‘ Melanesian Guild of Servers {MGS) was
formed from the Guild members. Four-Dioceses were formed, each’ havmg a Branch
of MGS, set up in accardance with-the rules and.objects of G_SS They are organised
-on the same lines as GSS and have the Archbishop as President. Each Group has
also a President, usually -the Bishop, wrth a Secretary, Treasurer, and monthly.
meetings are held. o
In 1975 the MGS, through the Synod, opened to receive female acolvtes and
servers as members. Fr Hudson Lagusu writes.from the Solomon Isles sendlng his
blessings and best wishes to all members of GSS." :
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“Pinum Miggale”

(AMBER)
PURE, FERMENTED, NATURAL WINE
IMPORTED SOLELY FOR ALTAR USE

Only by comparison can the exceptional value of these wines be
fully appreciated; samples will be sent with pleasure on request

E. STAFFORD & CO.
LORDS MEADOW, CREDITON, DEVON
TELEPHONE CREDITON 2333

.

!T—

|

We can Supply

CHALICES, CIBORIA, PYXES, FLAGONS, CENSERS, CANDLESTICKS,
PROCESSIONAL CROSSES and all other church metal.
- State interasts, and ask for list M
COPES, VESTMENTS, ALBS, COTTAS, FRONTALS, CASSOCKS and all
qthe,r textile items also ALL MATERIALS BY THE YARD (for banners,
etc.

" Ask for list V
SECONDHAND CHURCH FURNISHINGS in metal,wood, textiles etc.

Ask for list P ,
{We buy all unwanted church jtems; send a list of anything you have surplus
1o your needs)
CATHOLIC BOOKS (New, sacondhand and remainders}.

Ask for list B

ALL LISTS SENT FREE FOR STAMP
no envelopes please. One stamp per list

29 Lower Brook Street, IPSWICH, Suffolk IP4 1AH

Tel. 56832

(Opon dally 8.00 a.m. to 530 p.m. but strictly by prior appointment on

\ Saturday afternoons)
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" Est. m -

1845. .

By Appaletmant
T Majosty Queen Eiuchons 8
Chanllem
MMII.

FARRIS’
ALTAR CANDLES

CHARLES FARRIS - Ltd. -
have had the prlvllega of
serving the. clergy since
1845 and would em-

‘IN ADDITION TO BEING ACTUAL

.. MANUFACTURERS OF CHURCH

CANDLES, BOTH HAND-MADE
- AND MACHINE MOULDED, WE
‘CAN'ALSO OFFER FROM STOCK
“"ALL THE VARIOUS ITEMS HERE
LISTED:—

“Qlivine’ - Sanctuary Oil
‘' Sanctuary Lamp Wicks
Solid Wax Lights

phasise the fact that
being ACTUAL

Votum Lights
MANUFACTUHERS ' _ ﬁ,t:':::'
of. Church Candies a Lfﬂ?“@.n?”&er;mm. Wine
speedy - and - DIRECT .| - -Girer Cruste-ote o

. Steel Alms Boxes
service can be offered Hassocks and Kneelers

“CHURCH METAL & SILVERWORK
_and In association with .
JAMES CﬂASE -& SON - (Fumls_hlngs) Ltd.

-~ 'ALL FORMS OF ‘
cuuncn wooowom( ‘

T

All enqulrles. please directto . . ...

CHARLES FARRISI LTD

S BISHOPSGATE - WORKS. . .
STAINES ROAD, HOUNSLOW, 'MIDDLESEX' TW4 = SDN

01-570 1161 24-hour answering service
- SEND FOR A COPY OF OUR LATEST CATALOGUE




~ GET INTOOUR
GOOD BOOKS

ORDER YOUR CHURCH
'REQUISITES TOO!
Candles, Wafers, Wine

Devotional articles, Clergy - . -
Shirts including collar attached.

-

Ask for price lists stating your interest.
/S

|
|

3

.q'uiil’!

28 Margaret Street, Oxford Circus,
London, W1N 7LB. Tel: 01-580 2812

Branches at Oxford, Cambridge, Birmingham {

THE CENTRAL PRESS (NPT.) LTD,




