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Editorial 

Christmass now seems a long way away, and we are approaching Easter. 
I hope you enjoyed the festivities of the first and are looking forward to 
the second. I was greatly blessed as a young adult to be baptised, 
confirmed and receive my first communion on Easter Eve, and I treat 
that day (rather than the date) as my annual celebration of becoming a 
Christian. Not a day marked with gifts, but with prayer. As servers, many 
of us will be serving over the Triduum as well as on Easter Day itself, and 
we see at close quarters the progression over those few days from 
Christ’s death to Life, which rings such a bell for me in the context of my 
own faith; my own new birth is reflected strongly over the weekend. 
Moving forward, it was another couple of years before I received the 
fullness of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. In complete contrast, that occurred in a pub in 
Cambridge city centre, courtesy of the FGBMFI (Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship 
International). My sister-in-law had sent me a ‘free’ ticket to a dinner, so I went with 
no more expectation than a good feed. I was ‘fed’ in more ways than I could count that 
night, and it changed my whole life. There was an after-dinner speaker who talked very 
simply of the difference God had made to his life, and he followed this with a call to go 
forward for prayer. I will never know what made me get up, but I did. Hands were laid 
on me and I spoke in tongues.  

Wow! 

Next morning I woke up thinking I might have dreamt it. I found myself on my knees in 
my sitting room, praying hard and wondering whether I could ‘do it again’! (Yes, I could). 
He was right. It did, does and continues to change my life.  

Maybe you have a story about how you came to faith? Why not share it? We are always 
seeking articles on subjects relevant to GSS. We all enjoy reading Chapter reports, and 
it is always illuminating to hear another viewpoint. There is absolutely no reason why 
you – yes, I am talking to YOU – cannot write a little something to edify, educate, 
entertain or inform other servers. You may feel it is unpolished – we can help. You may 
think you are unworthy – but no-one who worships God in truth can be ‘worthy’. You 
may want to tell the story but not have the words – that’s what editors are for. You 
may not want to stand up in public and make any sort of declaration – we can publish 
anonymously. In any case, please get in touch! I don’t promise to publish everything 
immediately, but I will try to ensure people can have their say. My contact details are 
on page 2 of this magazine. We need to hear from you…. Yes, that’s YOU! 

My prayers for you all as you continue to demonstrate your faith at the altar. 

Yours in Christ,    Brother Joan  
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We welcome the following new members to the GSS: 

Full Members:  

Susan Carolyn Holland, Ama Sarpong Cmgabaah, Alex Jefferson, Dereck Mzungu, 
Vincent Julien Le Blanc, David Erinifemi Thomas Ogwuche, Obaloluwa Kelvin Onuh 
Ogwuche, Oauline Boluwaite Olatunj-oke, Nana Aswaoa Adomah Cmgabaah, Daniel 
Mzungu, Sybil Klenam Abra Buam, Tamira Mashe Ajdagiba, Gerran Thomas, Andrew 
Mark Thomas, Kathrine Jane Olivia Beaumont, Joseph Robert O'Neill, Jeremy Fackrell, 
Kathleen Hilda White, Frazer William Lack, Timothy Robert Weeks, Alison Lorna 
Thomas, Roberta Hayward, Maureen Pates, Susan Christine Barton, Jackie Bramford, 
Matthew Jasmes Winbow. 

We hope they will all enjoy participating locally with their chapters and have a long and 
satisfying association with us. 

 

Faithful Departed: Peter Coe, David Rumsby, Ernest Henry Field, Colin Derek Holgate, 
Ronald Joseph Hervé, Joy Lewandowska, Mike McKee, Philip Mitchell, Mo Diffey, 
Doreen Harrison, Jeffrey Eaves, Lionel Walter Knott, Nigel Waller. 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let Your perpetual light shine upon them. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 
 

Peter Coe 

LG2/148 Our Lady of Walsingham and St Alban.  

I first met Peter Coe when I joined the Chapter of Our Lady of Walsingham and St Alban 

LG2/148. Peter was the Chapter distributor; in those days, if you did not come to chapter, 

you did not get ‘The Server’, as he did not post it out, nor was it delivered to you. If you 

failed to attend a Chapter meeting, and not send apologies, there was a fine in those 

days. 

Peter became a cantor of the Chapter when Martin Wood moved to Exeter many years 

ago. Peter sang the Guild Office with Norman Rodgers and they both sang in The Guild 

The Chantry Book 

The Directory 
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Choir for several years. Peter was admitted a member back in 1976 and was a life 

member, having attended St. Andrews, Roxbourne, for many years with David Corthine. 

They both went to The Autumn Festival in 1991 and upon their return to London they 

went to set up Church at S Mary-The-Virgin, Kenton, (where Peter and David were joint 

sacristans), and in those days set up for the Mass. David had a heart attack and sadly 

died; Peter then took the role on permanently, and left St Andrews, Roxbourne, in the 

process, going back only when they needed him. Peter remained at St Mary's until his 

death in 2024. 

Peter’s body was received into Church at Kenton on Thursday 4th July, with vespers of 

the dead followed by a low mass requiem. Solemn Requiem Mass the next day was 

followed by committal at Breakspear Crematorium, then back to St Andrews, Roxbourne, 

for the wake. Peter became 3rd senior Brother of the Chapter after Brother Harry 

Weston, 1929 – 1995, and then Brother Norman Rodgers, 1995 – 2012, and Peter Coe, 

2012 – 2024, a total of 95 years of good service.  

In our Chapter the senior Brother discusses with the Secretary and MC when a new 

member is to be admitted. Peter was a regular at National GSS and he served the last 

Mass before we decided to admit women servers to The Guild. In 1985, at the AGM, and 

the following year in 1986 he also served when women were admitted to The Guild. 

There was one year when Peter carried a banner and only ladies served.  

Peter was married to Pat and never really got over her death many years ago. He worked 

for the Inland Revenue as a civil servant for nearly 40 years.  

Jesu Miserecordia; Mary Ora pro nobis te Peter Coe. (Jesu, mercy; Mary, pray for us.) 

Bro. Mark Wilson. 

 

Maureen 'Mo' Diffey 

PG5/136 Our Lady, Star of the Sea & S George, Plymouth. 

Mo sadly passed away on Friday 31st January at the age of 91. She was a server and 

deputy Sacristan at the Church of S Mary the Blessed Virgin, Plympton, Plymouth, for 

many years. She regularly laundered, starched and ironed the altar cloths, corporals, 

purificators, etc. With her tailoring skills she made cassocks and surplices for acolytes 

and even a chasuble for a member of the Clergy.  
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Mo was an active member, supporting our church 

Bereavement Group, and frequently baked cakes for 

various functions, including preparing Lenten lunches.  

In recent years, Mo made two pilgrimages to Our Lady 

of Walsingham in addition to pilgrimages to 

Oberammergau and Glastonbury Abbey. Her smiling 

face and joyful personality will be greatly missed.  

Photograph taken on her 91st Birthday in November, 

dining out at S Elizabeth's House Hotel in Plympton, 

Plymouth.  

Rest eternal grant unto her O Lord and let perpetual light 

shine upon her. 

Her long-time friend and companion, David Farley. 

 

Nigel Waller 

PG14/230 S Lawrence, North Norfolk. 

Although a relatively recent member of GSS, Nigel had 

been a server at S John’s Church, Timberhill, for almost 

50 years. Nigel died peacefully on 9th February, having 

lived with progressive cancers. His sister was with him 

when he died. His funeral, for which he left detailed 

instructions, is on 4th March. 

Rest well dear Nigel. So brave, so full of faith. A true 

servant of God and of his church. Sometimes (but not 

often) one meets a truly good person whose goodness 

shines through them. Such was Nigel, who I greatly 

admired, but also knowing I would never attain his 

standards. Rest well Nigel, may blessed Mary and all the 

Saints of God greet you. Our sad loss is their great gain. 

I am proud to say you were my friend. 

Roger Smith 
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To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under 
Heaven, so the book of Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3, tells us; and for me 
one of the signs of the impending season of Holy Week and Easter 
comes when my local Sainsbury’s (other supermarkets will be the 
same) begin to stock Hot Cross Buns. Indeed, believe it or not, quite 
literally a few days after Christmas the mince pies are in the reduced 

section and the Hot Cross Buns appear in the in-store bakery (28th December). Now we 
all know retail are always very previous when it comes to any season as they see it as 
an opportunity to boost sales rather than a time of spiritual growth and I would 
definitely not advocate people begin their Christmas celebrations in July, and Easter in 
December, as we see in retail, but what I would advocate is that we all take the 
opportunities that the different liturgical seasons of the year afford us and not just 
simply coast into them without any due thought or preparation. 

This magazine will be reaching you in the challenging season of Lent, Holy Week, and 
Easter, and whether you decide to take up something new or give up a particular 
indulgence, as a priest and fellow pilgrim I would encourage us all to make the most of 
this Holy Season. For those of us who do so much it is easy to neglect our own personal 
prayer life with the busyness of activities, so why not commit yourself to doing 
something just for you and your relationship with God. A few minutes a day in prayer, 
the use of a Lent Course or Bible Reading notes, being present at an extra Mass where 
you are not doing anything but just being there. This is not only important for your own 
spiritual welfare, but it is also important for the church. 

I can remember in my home parish, many years ago, a prominent lay person who quite 
literally had done everything in church admitted to me that in their busyness and 
activity they found time for everything except for God! Remember that beautiful story 
of Martha and Mary, which presents those contrasting images of activity and passive 
receptiveness to the words of Christ. These two sisters were diametrically opposed and 
probably the most extreme examples of the two ends of the scale, but the story to me 
is a powerful reminder of balancing all of our lives. 

Immediately following Easter, we will of course meet together for the National Festival 
and AGM, and I would really encourage you all to be present with us in person if at all 
possible. It gives me, your warden, an opportunity to renew friendships and thank you 
personally for all that you do in the name of the Lord, but it also acts as a powerful 
witness to the church of an organisation unlike many within the Anglo-Catholic world 
that is actually growing and increasing its membership. So put 26th April in your diary 

The Warden’s Words 
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now, and come and celebrate not only the resurrection of the Lord, but our 
membership of the Guild. 

Best wishes, 

Fr Darren Smith 

 

 

 

With Christmas and the New Year far behind us, now we look 
forward to the year ahead and the fast-approaching season of 
Lent. I look forward to walking the Stations of the Cross during 
Lent and of course to the events of Holy Week, leading to the 
Resurrection on Easter Day. On the Saturday after Easter, we hold 
our Easter Festival and Annual General Meeting, details of which can be found in the 
Guild Directory in this edition. Can I encourage you to try and be present at the Easter 
Festival? You’ll be assured of a warm welcome, and if you’ve never been, then why not 
come and join us in our Easter celebration this year? 

I’m pleased to say, for the first time in a few years, that last year we were able to 
welcome and admit 108 new members of various ages to the Guild. So far this year we 
have admitted 11 members, so let’s all encourage our fellow servers to join the Guild, 
and see if we can beat that number by the end of this year. 

May I appeal to members who have not yet paid their £10 annual subscription fee to 
please do so as soon as possible. If you find it easier to pay by BACS, then please do get 
in touch with me for our bank details.  

I would like to again thank Councillor Joan Joyce for stepping in as our editor, the Winter 
edition was both colourful and informative. I apologise that the text size in the Winter 
edition was smaller than usual, we should be back to larger size print in this edition. 

Last year I was privileged to attend various chapter meetings in different parts of the 
country. It was lovely to be able to meet members and hear something of their serving 
experiences over the years. I hope to be able to visit other chapters this year. I would 
encourage those chapters who have not yet sent me their chapter programmes to 
please do so; I will then add them to your chapter page on the website and our events 
calendar. May I take this opportunity to thank chapter officers for all they do for the 
Guild. Sadly, over the past years some chapters have lost their chapter secretaries 
through resignation, due to illness or the effects of old age, or in a couple of chapters 
sadly through death. If your chapter is currently without a chapter secretary, could you 

From the Secretary General 
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consider offering yourself as chapter secretary?? If so then please get in touch with me 
and we can discuss the way forward. One of the difficulties that I have when a chapter 
is vacant is getting in touch with members; whilst I hold names and address, in years 
past we never asked for email address and telephone numbers as they were not in 
common use then. Could I encourage you, if you have been a member for some time, 
to let me have your email address and contact telephone numbers, as this will both 
speed up communications with members and reduce the cost of postage, which is so 
expensive these days. 

Chapter Bank Accounts: I’ve mentioned this before, but I need to mention it again in 
the light of recent events. I’ve been going through some paperwork from a chapter that 
went into abeyance a few years ago, and amongst the papers was a cheque book and 
paying in book for a LloydsTSB account. After several phone calls and a trip into Lloyds 
bank, I’ve discovered that the account is still open and has a few hundred pounds in 
the account. I’m now trying to track down the signatories on the account, so that the 
money can be returned to the Guild. I’ve recently been passed five large boxes of 
paperwork from a chapter where the chapter secretary has died, and have come across 
a bank statement and I’ve no idea yet how to find out if the account is still open as 
there was a substantial amount in there a few years ago. So, can I please ask that all 
chapters who hold bank accounts update their bank/building society mandates 
annually and remove signatories that are no longer connected with the Guild. 

Guild Website: I hope that you are all familiar with the Guild website, there is much 
information on there about the Guild, and previous editions of The Server are there for 
you to reread and download. The gallery pages have been updated and are good 
snapshots from the life of the Guild. Whilst going through some chapter records that 
have been passed to me, there are some interesting articles and photos of that chapter. 
I’m going to see if these can be attached to a chapter page for others to see and enjoy. 
If you have any suggestions of ways in which we could improve our website, then please 
get in touch with me. 

May God bless your ministry of serving at the altar. 

Michael   
 

 

 

PG2/116 St Michael the Archangel serving in and around Ashford in Kent. 
Christ’s flock, consisting of 8 GSS Members either “Men of Kent” or Kentish Men” 
descended on S Peter & S Paul’s Church, Charlton, Dover (just off the road displaying 

Chapter News 
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an illuminated Dover Castle by night, a citadel on the rock) for a Requiem Mass in 
memory of our beloved passed fellow members which we owe so much with sisters in 
the Guild on Wednesday 13th November. The service was conducted by Fr Jeff from 
Christ Church, Ashford. 
With his words he made very poignant in such a mass what we owe to our 
predecessors. The list was then read out, confirming all our feelings as late members’ 
names came to be read, bringing back our close associations. Stories were shared 
before we all took to the road. 

 

PG3/76 The Holy Resurrection serving the Brighton area. 

 

This picture was taken at St John’s church, Burgess Hill, following our annual Requiem 
Mass. Unfortunately, we were a little low on numbers due to illness, but a good service 
and sermon from our chaplain Fr David Charles SSC. 

 

PG5/136 Our Lady Star of the Sea & St George serving the Plymouth area. 
The Chapter met for a Guild Service of Advent Carols, held at St Peter’s, led by the 
Chaplain, Fr David Bailey (Priest in Charge of St Francis of Assisi, Honicknowle). The first 
image depicts the formal admittance of Steven Andrews to the above Chapter of the 
Guild of the Servants of the Sanctuary on 4th December 2024 at the Church of St Peter 
& The Holy Apostles in Wyndham Square, Plymouth. The image includes, from left to 
right: Bro. Clive Lloyd, Father David Bailey SSC, Bro. Steven Andrews and Bro. Richard 
Coombes (local Chapter Secretary). 
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Steven is a former Cathedral Verger at Salisbury. An interesting comparison picture 
taken shortly after Midnight Mass in 1997 includes Steven (second from the left) beside 
Nigel Wilkes (the then Vestry Administrator). Steven advises he had a lot more hair then 
at the age of 25! 
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PG14/230 S Lawrence serving N Norfolk. 

Our Chapter met for our Annual Requiem on 8th November at the Guild of All Souls 
Chapel in the Shrine grounds; where Bishop Robert Ladds celebrated a Requiem Mass 
at 2.30pm. During the intercessions Bro James Thomson read the Chantry Roll of local 
past members. We also prayed for our recently deceased Councillors. Afterwards we 
had refreshments in the Shrine refectory and held a short meeting to discuss venues 
for next year. 

Our next meeting will be held on Monday 10th March 2025 at 2.30pm at the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. We begin in the Shrine Church with Stations of the Cross, 
(outdoors if clement) and we share reflections at each station. Thoroughly chilled, we 
all go to Norton’s to buy hot drinks etc. All comers welcome. 

 

PG7/126 SS Osmund & Swithin serving the Bournemouth, Poole & Christchurch area. 
On Tuesday, October 15th, 2024 at 7pm, the chapter gathered at St Francis, Charminster, 

Bournemouth to sing the Guild Office with Benediction to follow.  The officiant at the 

office was Fr. Robin Nash and at Benediction was Fr. Ben Weitzmann, the Precentor of 

The Guild of Servants of The Sanctuary. This meeting was a particularly happy one for 

Guild and Chapter as we admitted two new members, Philip Evans and Kani Trehorn. 

May God grant Philip and Kani a long and fruitful association with us. 

On Tuesday, November 5th, 2024 at 7pm, Chapter members met for our Chapter 

Requiem Mass at St Stephen’s, Bournemouth, in the town centre. The celebrant was Fr 

Stephen Holmes, a long-time Priest Associate. 

The Chapter did not have a meeting in December last year, which is unusual for us. On 

Tuesday January 21st, 2025 at 6.30pm we gather at St Thomas More RC church to sing 

the Guild Office followed by Benediction. We have met at St Thomas More during the 

week of prayer for Christian unity for a number of years, at the kind invitation of Fr Darryl 

Jordan, priest of St Thomas More Church. 

 

12/19 Chapter of St. Barnabas serving South Wales. 
On 4th November we held our annual Requiem Mass at St. German’s Church in Cardiff, 
where Canon Jarel Robinson-Green celebrated for us; afterwards we had refreshments 
in the church hall. Our year ended with Guild Office and Advent Devotions in St. David’s 
Church, Ely, Cardiff. During the service we were pleased to admit Andrew Thomas as a 
member of the Guild. After the service we enjoyed some lovely refreshments and 
fellowship together.  
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We began our year on Monday 10th February when we celebrated the feast of S 
Scholastica, the twin sister of St. Benedict, at St. Luke’s Church, Canton. The Vicar, Fr 
Rhys Jenkins, celebrated for us, and Fr. Benedict Yates gave the homily. During the Mass 
our Chaplain Fr. Chris Lee admitted Jake Fackrell as a member of the Guild. 

 
We look forward to the year ahead. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Grant, we beseech you, Almighty God, to us Your servants the Spirit of holy fear, that we, 

following the example of Your Holy child Samuel, may faithfully minister before You in 

Your sanctuary: through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  

Amen.  

The Guild Collect 
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National Easter Festival & 

 

National Easter Festival &  

Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 26th April 2025 

St Stephen’s, Gloucester Road, London, 

SW7 4RL. 

 

The Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary would like to invite all Servers and 

Priest Associates of the Guild, their friends and families, to the National Easter 

Festival of the Guild. 

The day begins with a Solemn Mass at 12 Noon, followed by the National 

Annual General Meeting at 2.30pm, followed by Guild Office and Benediction. 

All Servers and Priest Associates of the Guild are invited to robe for the Guild 

Office. 

A drinks reception will be held in church following Benediction. 

Guild website: https://guildofservantsofthesanctuary.co.uk 
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This puzzle calls for logic and deduction. Fill in the chart below with as 
many answers as you can from this poem, then try to work the rest out!!  

6 Easter eggs were hid in church, for young servers to seek. 

Each found one, but where and what, can you find out with a peek? 

Colin had found a silver egg, but the font, it wasn’t in… 

Peter was looking at the altar, saw one glinting there at him. 

‘There’s one half hidden in the porch’, said one girl to her mother. 

‘In the kitchen cupboard was the green one’ said her brother! 

The pink one was found by a girl, but her name wasn’t Grace, 

The gold one wasn’t in the pulpit, neither were Anna’s base. 

Mary found one in the vestry, which wasn’t pink or gold. 

Blue one turned up out the door, so it was rather cold! 

Gold one wasn’t in the font, nor pink in pulpit lingering, 

Where was the purple egg? What was Graham winning? 

 

Name Egg colour Place found 

Colin   

Graham   

Peter   

Anna    

Grace   

Mary   

 

When the table is complete, see if you can name the brother and sister! 

 

Hint: Start by completing the true statements, then look at the colours…. 

 

Answers on p 33. 

 

 

 

Children’s Page 



17 
 

 

 

 

May 2025 

1 S Joseph the Worker Churches with this dedication. 

2 S Athanasius, BD  Churches with this dedication. 

3 SS Philip & James A Churches with this dedication. 

4 Easter 3 Bishop Steven Race (Beverley) 

5  PG18/216 Chaplain. 

6  PG19 Councillor Don Lewin. 

7  PG19/101 Lamb of God. 

8  PG19/101 Secretary Don Lewin. 

9  PG19/101 Chaplain Fr Grant Naylor. 

10  PG19/103 Our Lady, Gate of Heaven 

11 Easter 4 Bishop Philip North (Blackburn) 

12 S Pancras, M LG1/83; Churches with this dedication. 

13  PG19/103 Secretary Camilla Sherwin. 

14 S Matthias, A Churches with this dedication. 

15  PG19/103 Chaplain Fr Keith Johnson. 

16  PG19/153 S Paulinus. 

17  PG19/153 Secretary David Brooke. 

18 Easter 5 Bishop Dr Martin Warner (Chichester) 

19  PG19/153 Chaplain. 

20  PG20 Councillor John Kettle. 

21  PG20/57 S Godric of Finchale, 

22  PG20/57 Secretary James Smith. 

23  PG20/128 SS Benet Biscop & Oswin 

24  PG20/128 Secretary Paul Corrigan. 

25 Easter 6 Bishop Jonathan Baker (Fulham) 

26 S Philip Neri, Pr The National Pilgrimage to Walsingham. 

27 S Augustine of Canterbury B Churches with this dedication. 

28  PG20/128 Chaplain. 

29 Ascension Day. PG13/4; Churches with this dedication. 

30  PG20/307 S Hilda of Whitby. 

31 Visitation of BVM. Churches with this dedication. 
  

Cycle of Prayer 
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June 2025 

1 Easter 7. Bishop Will Hazlewood (Lewes) 

2  PG20/307 Secretary David Waine. 

3 SS Chas Lwanga & Comps M. Churches with this dedication. 

4  PG20/307 Chaplain. 

5 S Boniface, BM. Churches with this dedication. 

6  PG21 Councillor Jeremy Wood. 

7  PG21/18 Our Lady & S Barnabas. 

8 Pentecost. Bishop Paul Thomas (Oswestry) 

9 Mary, Mother of the Church. Churches with this dedication. 

10  PG21/18 Secretary Peter Crook. 

11 S Barnabas, A.  PG12/19, PG21/18; Churches with this dedication. 

12 Our Lord Jesus Christ the Eternal High Priest. Churches with this dedication. 

13 S Anthony of Padua PrD. Churches with this dedication. 

14  PG21/18 Chaplain. 

15 The Most Holy Trinity. Bishop Luke Irvine-Capel (Richborough) 

16  PG21/21 S Francis & S Chad. 

17  PG21/21 Secretary Peter Hart. 

18  PG21/21 Chaplain. 

18  PG21/41 Our Lady & S Denys. 

20 S Alban M. LG2/148, LG5/85, PG10/211; Churches with this dedication. 

21  PG21/41 Secretary. 

22 Corpus Christi. Bishop Norman Banks. 

23  PG21/41 Chaplain. 

24 Nativity of John Baptist. PG5/88; Churches with this dedication. 

25  PG21/137 Our Lady & S John. 

26  PG21/137 Secretary. 

27 Sacred Heart of Jesus. PG13/92; Churches with this dedication. 

28  PG21/137 Chaplain. 

29 SS Peter & Paul A. Bishop John Ford. PG11/224, PG13/154, PG6/65;  
Churches with this dedication. 

30  PG21/182 S Werburgh 
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July 2025 

1 S Oliver Plunket, BM. Churches with this dedication. 

2  PG21/182 Secretary Jeremy Wood. 

3 S Thomas A. Churches with this dedication. 

4  PG21/182 Chaplain. 

5  PG22 Councillor Sandra Bennett. 

6 14th in Ordinary Time. Bishop John Gaisford. 

7  PG22/170 The Sacred Host. 

8  PG22/170 Secretary John Hodge. 

9  PG22/170 Chaplain. 

10  AU100/01 All Saints. 

11 S Benedict A. Europe. Churches with this dedication. 

12  AU100/01 Secretary Geoffrey Dye. 

13 15th in Ordinary Time. Bishop John Hind. 

14  AU100/01 Chaplain. 

15 S Bonaventure BD. Churches with this dedication. 

16  Fr Darren Smith, Warden. 

17  Fr Jonathan Roberts, Chaplain General. 

18  Fr Benjamin Weitzmann, Precentor. 

19  Grand Councillor Michael Andrew, Secretary General. 

20 16th in Ordinary Time. Bishop Martyn Jarrett. 

21  Councillor James Farmer, Treasurer General. 

22 S Mary Magdalene. PG17/109; Churches with this dedication. 

23 S Bridget R. Churches with this dedication. 

24  Grand Councillor Colin Squires COF Administrator. 

25 S James, A. Churches with this dedication. 

26 SS Joachim and Anne; 
Parents of BVM. 

Churches with this dedication. 

27 17th in Ordinary Time. Bishop Roger Jupp. 

28  Grand Councillor Nigel Makepeace. 

29 S Mary, Martha & Lazarus. Churches with this dedication. 

30  Roger Marvin, Guild Organist. 

31 S Ignatius of Loyola. Churches with this dedication. 
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August 2025 

1 S Alphonsus BD Churches with this dedication. 

2  The people and government of Afghanistan. 

3 18th in Ordinary Time. Bishop Robert Ladds. 

4 S John Vianney, Pr. Priests of the Society. Churches with this dedication. 

5  The people and government of Albania. 

6 Transfiguration of the Lord. Churches with this dedication. 

7  The people and government of Algeria. 

8 S Dominic Pr. Churches with this dedication. 

9 S Teresa of the Cross VM. Churches with this dedication. 

10 19th in Ordinary Time. Bishop Michael Langrish. 

11 S Clare V. Churches with this dedication. 

12  The people and government of American Samoa. 

13  The people and government of Andorra. 

14 S Maximilian Kolbe, PrM. Churches with this dedication. 

15 Assumption of the BVM. Churches with this dedication. 

16  The people and government of Angola. 

17 20th in Ordinary Time. Bishop Peter Ramsden. 

18  The people and government of Anguilla. 

18  The people and government of the Arab League. 

20 S Bernard, AD. Churches with this dedication. 

21  The people and government of Antarctica. 

22 Queenship of the BVM. Churches with this dedication. 

23  The people and government of Antigua & Barbuda. 

24 21st in Ordinary Time. Bishop Nicholas Reade. 

25  The people and government of Argentina. 

26  The people and government of Armenia. 

27 S Monica. Churches with this dedication. 

28 S Augustine BD. PG1/14; Churches with this dedication. 

29 Passion of S John Baptist. Churches with this dedication. 

30  The people and government of Aruba. 

31 22nd in Ordinary Time. Bishop Tony Robinson. 
 

Corrections and suggestions to the Editor, please. 
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Guild Diary 

 

 

Saturday 26th April 2025 

St Stephen’s, Gloucester Road, London, 

SW7 4RL. 

Mass at 12 noon. 

AGM at 2.30pm 

Office and Benediction ~ 3pm – Members to robe. 

Drinks reception to follow. 

Glastonbury Pilgrimage 
 

Saturday 6th September 2025 

12 noon Mass 

3pm Procession of the Blessed Sacrament  

and Benediction. 
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On Saturday 11th January the Guild celebrated the Feast of the Epiphany at Holy Trinity 

Church in Hoxton, by the kind permission of Fr Aidan Bartlett, the Curate in Charge and 

the Churchwardens. Unfortunately, Fr Aidan could not be present but Fr Benjamin 

Weitzmann, the Guild Precentor, celebrated the Mass, which, in spite of the very cold 

weather, was fairly well attended.  

 

National Autumn Festival 
Saturday 11th October 

S Barnabas, Crewe 

 

Put dates in your diaries now!! 

The Epiphany Festival 
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He also revived the tradition to proclaim the date of Easter and other moveable feast 

days, formally reminding the Church of the importance of Easter and the Resurrection, 

and at the end of the service he also blessed the chalk which is used to mark the lintels 

of homes as a blessing.  

 

After the service we were treated to a 

very welcome hot lunch in the Church 

Hall provided by the ladies of Holy 

Trinity, for which we send our grateful 

thanks.  

In the afternoon Anthony Gordon 

Whitehead was admitted a member of 

the Guild before Guild Office. Fr 

Benjamin officiated at the Guild Office 

and gave a short homily, which was well 

received, before the procession to the 

crib which he blessed, and then the 

service concluded with Benediction.  

Our thanks go to Fr Aidan for once again 

hosting the festival at Holy Trinity, to 

Mark who organised the serving team, 

to Sam for playing the organ and organising the choir, and lastly to Fr Benjamin for taking 

both services.  

The only sadness of the day was that some of 

our members who would normally have 

attended this lovely festival have sadly passed 

on, especially remembering John Donovan who 

always did so much for the Epiphany Festival.  

 

 

The late Grand Councillor John Donovan. 
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Please consider joining us next year for a moving and joyous festival. 
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I much preferred Serving at the Altar to going into the Sunday School, and would do 
everything in my power to ensure I was entrusted to the care of the MC; to be part of 
that band that inhabited the intriguing wonderland of the Sacristy and the mystery and 
majesty of the High Altar and Sanctuary of the Church of S Mary the Virgin, Swanley. 

Charles Best-Shaw taught me the tasks, disciplines and duties (both practical and 
spiritual) of being an Altar Server. Over the years, Bill Marygold ensured the correct and 
highly disciplined development and honing of these skills; together with some 
understanding of their significance, meaning and purpose as a component of Worship 
at the Mass, Benediction and the other smaller and greater Acts of Worship. A rich 
inheritance, indeed.  

Carrying the Incense Boat made the beginning. Guided by the Thurifer, the careful 
movements and placings around the Sanctuary and Altar must be learnt and 
remembered; the dignity countered by the fun of playing with the gas-ring in the 
Sacristy getting the charcoal to burn. Watching the mechanics of manipulating the 
Thurible; the precision of the censings at the various stages of the ritual, culminating at 
the Elevations. The returning to the door of the Sacristy and looking back to see the six 
clouds of incense still majestically ascending heavenwards over the High Altar. Allowing 
ourselves the thought with pride “we did that!”. And everybody else kneeling; wrapped 
in devotion. 

Occasional elevation to Torch Bearer brought a further experience and lesson in dignity. 
Though requiring a lot more patience and waiting on the side benches; the six of us only 
coming into our own at the Offertory. But then the grand entrance with the Thurifer! 
Given the privilege of kneeling at the Altar, the very first to mark the Eucharistic 
Presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ by the raising of our meagre candles to His Glory. The 
Bells shrilling and the Organ thundering. Spine-chilling! 

The arrival of the mighty role of Acolyte marked a moment of maturity in the Serving 
Team. A multitude of jobs and duties both before and after Mass; together with 
engagement in the finer and closer aspect of the ritual. Indeed, with the very Priests 
and even, on occasion, the Bishop! Although, in those days, the Bishop didn’t come very 
often and, because of our Tradition, it was usually a Bishop from the Colonies who 
happened to be passing! 

The greater formality of times past meant that the role of a Master of Ceremonies was 
a particular appointment. We had two such gentlemen in this elevated position and 
they were much admired and respected for all they contributed to the Worship of the 
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parish and its life generally. Held in no little awe by us Altar Servers; their “thank you” 
and “job well done” was accolade indeed.  

+Robert Ladds SSC.  

Bishop Robert is a member of the Chapter of S Lawrence. 

 

 

S Pancras 

No, not the railway station, although I could wax lyrical about that…. but the Saint. 

However, there is no reliable historical information about this martyr. 

Legend tells us Pancras was born in Phrygia (Turkey) around 289. His mother is believed 

to have died in childbirth, and his father of grief not long after, when he was about 8. He 

was given to the care of Denis, his uncle, who took him to Rome, where both converted 

to Christianity, which had begun to be tolerated within the empire. When Diocletian 

became emperor, he slowly reversed that trend. During this persecution, churches were 

destroyed, Scriptures burned, and Christians who failed to offer sacrifice to Roman gods, 

killed.  

Tradition states that Pancras was brought before Diocletian, who was impressed with 

him and tried to persuade him to burn incense to Roman gods. Legend gives Pancras this 

speech: “Though I am a child in body, my heart is old, and by the virtue of my Lord Jesus 

Christ, your threats and menaces move me no more than does the painting that I see 

upon the wall. These gods that you want me to worship are but deceivers of creatures…” 

The emperor was outraged and ordered that he and his uncle (now Saint Denis) be 

beheaded on May 12th. 

A Roman matron recovered Pancras's body, covered it with balsam, wrapped it in 

precious linens, and buried it in a newly built sepulchre in the Catacombs of Rome. 

Pancras's head was placed in the reliquary that still exists today in the Basilica of S 

Pancras there.  

At the end of the 6th century, Pope Gregory the Great sent a Roman monk to England to 

convert King Æthelbert. Successful, the monk, now known as S Augustine of Canterbury, 

built the first Church in England and named it after S Pancras. Pope Gregory sent relics 

of the saint to inspire the people. Devotion to S Pancras spread widely throughout 

England, & miracles attributed to him.  

Chapter Saints 
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It is also said that at the end of the 6th century, the Archbishop 

of Tours made the claim that anyone who told a lie at the tomb 

of S Pancras would be attacked by demons or die. Oaths made 

before his relics were thought to be so binding that they were 

upheld in some courts of law. Little did this fourteen-year-old 

boy know that his heroic death would inspire kings and popes, 

laymen and clergy, throughout the ages.  

The London district of S Pancras, and by extension, the railway 

station of the same name, is named after S Pancras Old Church, 

one of the oldest sites of Christian worship in England. 

In medieval iconography, Pancras is depicted as a young soldier 

and venerated as the patron saint of children, jobs and health. 

He is also invoked against headaches, cramps, false witnesses 

and perjury.  

His feast day is 12th May. 

 

 

 

 

Does your church have limited means to provide servers with new cassocks, cottas or 

albs, and have Guild members? If so, the Howard Gadd Memorial Fund may be able to 

help. 

Howard Gadd was Secretary-General to the Guild from 1971 to 1993, and after his death 

left funds where the interest might be used to help churches with Guild members, to 

provide new robes for servers. 

The fund is administered by three experienced members of the General Council of The 

Guild with grants of up to 50% of the cost of new robes, subject to a maximum £500.00. 

All items would belong to the church, although robes are often tailored for an individual. 

If any church, where there are Guild Members, wish to have a little help with their 

purchase, an application form is available from Grand Councillor, Nigel K Makepeace, 

email: nigelmakepeace@btinternet.com. 

 

Howard Gadd Memorial Fund 
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Clive Tillin 

Councillor for PG9 Berkshire and Oxfordshire. 

A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away… I was 
in junior Sunday school at St Peter’s Earley. On 
coming of age to leave you had a choice. Join 
Choir, be a Sunday School teacher, or Server. 
You guessed it…. I chose serving. That was at 
age 13. I was Confirmed that year. The rest is 
history, as they say. 

Serving (mostly at S Peter’s) for over 40 years, 
I’m also a lay Preacher, PCC member, Deanery 
Synod Rep and Sacristan. I am currently waiting 
for a meeting with the DDO with a view to 
recommendation (of DDO and Vicar) to 
commence training as a Non-Stipendiary Priest 
at St Peter’s. 

Outside of church, I enjoy gardening – very 
peaceful. There is a family of robins who live in 
the garden, which is as close as I come to 
owning a pet. At home, there’s only Mum and 
me as we lost Dad at the beginning of Covid, which was a very difficult time for us all. 
St Peter’s and Walsingham are my extended ‘family’. I think the world of them. 

I mentioned Walsingham. Since I started serving, Walsingham has been a great part of 
my life. In the GSS I must mention Len Canterbury who was Councillor for the area when 
i joined. He encouraged me and was my mentor.  

One of the greatest and saddest times in my life was being in Rome the Easter Pope 
John Paul died. I arrived on Maundy Thursday and was there till the following Thursday. 
Through all the drama. The praying. My most memorable moment is on the Wednesday 
after Easter; the Pope came to the window one last time. He put his last ounce of being 
into blessing us. I am so grateful and humbled to have been there. 

Our Lady of Walsingham pray for us all.  

Amen. 

 

Know your Councillor 
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Visiting friends in East Yorkshire, we were advised 

that we had to see the church at Rudston (grid 

reference TA098678) as it was ‘peculiar’. A small 

village of c.400, Rudston lies on the B1253 between 

Driffield and Bridlington. From the churchyard gate 

we found ourselves looking at a huge lump of stone, 

buried in the ground. The Rudston Monolith is the 

tallest standing stone in the UK, over 25 feet high. 

This stone is almost 6 feet wide and about 3 feet thick, 

with two large flat faces. The top appears to have 

broken off, the stone is capped in lead. The monolith 

is made of gritstone, weighing about 40 tonnes. The 

nearest source of this material is at least 10 miles 

away! The monument dates to the Late Neolithic or 

Early Bronze Age. We were reminded of Avebury. There is another smaller stone of the 

same type in the churchyard, which has been moved away from the larger one.  

The village is listed in the Doomsday Book, and it is suggested that the name Rudston 

may come from the Old English ‘rood-stane’, implying that the stone was already 

venerated and later adapted for Christianity. However, the name 'rud' also derives from 

Old Norse ‘ruð’, meaning a clearing or pasture, so the place name could be ‘stone in the 

clearing’, Ruðstane. 

The church was probably built on a site already considered sacred. In the early 1720’s Sir 

William Stukeley undertook a dig there, finding ‘the dimensions of the monolith within 

ground as large in as those without’. In 1861 Thomas Waller stated (during levelling of 

the churchyard) ‘the surface of the ground near the monolith was raised 5 feet’. 

Rudston’s Grade 1 listed parish church is of 14th century origin and is dedicated to All 

Saints. It was restored in 1861 by George Fowler Jones. The organ (originally four 

manuals) was given by Sir Alexander McDonald of the Isles; now 2 manual, and still in its 

original case, it sits at the west end of the church. The North Aisle has a 3D map of the 

village on display, with sites of interest, and some village history information boards. 

The author Winifred Holtby is buried in the church graveyard.  

Worth a look, if you’re in the area. 

The Rudston Monolith. 
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You Had One Job…. 

 

Back in the day, I remember an MC who used to terrify the younger servers. Every week 
they would meet in the vestry after Mass and he would comment on their performance. 
Heaven help those who did not get a ‘well done’. Often, for the youngest servers, they 
would be responsible for only one thing each week. Hearts would sink when he turned 
to you with those terrifying words… ‘you had one job…’ and you often knew before he 
spoke that you had got it wrong. 

Yes, we all make mistakes, that’s how we learn. But what if no one tells us about our 
mistakes? 

I was reminded of this when visiting a church recently and watching the candles being 
lit in the most peculiar order. Asking their MC afterwards I was told ‘that’s just our way’ 
Does that phrase entitle us to get it wrong, I wondered? Surely not! I can almost hear 
the sharp intake of breath as you read this…  

So just in case you are accustomed to doing it ‘our own way’, let’s try and get it right, 
shall we?! After all, you never know who is watching… 

1. When the Easter Candle is on display, it is always lit first, then the other candles 
are lit from it. If you want to be perfect, you should light it from a flint! (Use a 
cigarette lighter!!) 

2. Start at the High Altar and light the Big Six (or whatever number you have) thus: 
face the High Altar and light the first candle on the South side, next to the 
tabernacle/cross/crucifix or whatever centrepiece you have. Move out to the 
South, in order, to light the other large candles. (What’s the South? Well, you 
are facing East, so South is to your right hand.)  

3. Then ‘take the light to the North’. Move back to the centre, and light the first 
large candle on the North side, then move out to the North, in order, to light 
the others. If you have more than 6 candles on the altar, do the same for each 
set, from larger to smaller. 

4. Then move to the other candles that need lit, in priority order (check with the 
MC or vicar). Priority may be particular to your Church, for example if your 
church is dedicated to a particular saint, and you have a statue of them in the 
sanctuary, that should be your second set. Always light the South side first.  

5. Continue moving steadily further from the altar, always lighting the South side 
first, until the job is complete. The last candle lit is North side, furthest from 
the altar. 
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Once you have mastered this, extinguishing the candles is easy. Just do the whole 
thing backwards, always extinguishing the north side first. The last candle to be 
extinguished will always be on the South side, closest to the centre of the altar, 
except in Easter season, when it will be the Easter candle that is extinguished last. 

Of course, if 2 servers are lighting up together, it’s just case of working out to the 
sides from the middle of every set! 

Don’t forget to reverence the altar each time you pass the centre, a simple bow of 
the head is sufficient if you don’t have a tabernacle, or genuflect (if you can) if you 
do. 

What other things have you seen done incorrectly? Answers on a postcard, please…. or 
just e-mail the Editor!! 

 

 

 

 

Colin found silver and Peter found near the altar. The green one was in the kitchen, and 

blue in the porch. 

Mary found in the vestry but not pink or gold, and can’t have been green or silver or blue, 

so must be purple. 

Anna didn’t find the gold egg, or within the pulpit. Pink was found by a girl who wasn’t 

Grace, so must have been Anna, and must have been in the font. The girl who found the 

blue one in the porch must have been Grace. 

So Graham must have found the green one in the kitchen, leaving Colin with the pulpit 

and Peter the gold egg. 

Name Egg colour Place found 

Colin Silver Pulpit 

Graham Green Kitchen 

Peter Gold Altar 

Anna Pink Font 

Grace Blue Porch 

Mary Purple Vestry 

 

The brother and sister are therefore Graham and Anna.  

Children’s Page Answers 
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A man gets on an airplane and sees a nun praying fervently beside him. 

“Are you afraid of flying?” he asks. 

“Flying, no. Crashing, yes.” 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

How do you make holy water?  

Put water in a pot and boil the hell out of it. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Moses is wandering around and he finds the burning bush. He looks closer and sees that 

while the bush is clearly on fire, it is not burning up. He just can't believe his eyes, and in 

his amazement, he says "No way!" 

Then, a voice comes from the bush, and says "Yah way!" 

# # # # # # # #  

A jealous, wealthy man didn’t want anyone else to inherit his money. He kept it all in 
gold bars under his bed. As he aged, he wondered whether he could take his money to 
heaven. One night he prayed, asking God if he could take a suitcase of gold to heaven. 
He heard God say, “All right, you can do it.” The man happily went to sleep. 

That night, he passed away and went to heaven’s pearly gates. The apostle Peter 

appeared and said, “Customs check.” He opened up the wealthy man’s suitcase and 

looked at its contents. Then he looked at the wealthy man and said, “You brought 

pavement?” 

It wasn’t until then that the wealthy man remembered Revelation 21:21: “The great 
street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass.” 

< < < > > > 

The PCC planned an outdoor project, cutting grass and hedges, including levelling some 

ground.  

The vicar announced on Sunday, ‘If you’re free next Thursday and don’t mind getting 

dirty, please come along!’  

And Finally… 
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Thinking of joining the Priesthood? 

Member of GSS? 

Maybe the Candidates for Ordination Fund can help you! 

If both answers are yes, then the Candidates for Ordination Fund could assist you financially 
with an annual grant. 

Apply to Grand Councillor Colin Squires 
Southdene,  

Slimbridge Road, 
Burgess Hill,  

West Sussex. RH15 8QE  
 

If you’re not already a GSS member, why not join?  

Email: squires603@btinternet.com Tel: 01444 244 737 

mailto:squires603@btinternet.com
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