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Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary       
Guild Patrons: The Bishop of Richborough 

 
The Warden, Chaplain Candidates for Ordination Fund & Trustee:   

The Reverend Canon Darren Smith,  

Email: gsswarden@gmail.com                              Tel:  0121 382 5533 

 

                                                                       
 

All correspondence to be addressed to    Name and Title 

Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary, c/o Additional Curates Society 

16 Commercial Street, Birmingham, B1 1RS 
 

Secretary-General & Trustee: Grand Councillor Michael Andrew 

Email: gss.secretarygeneral@gmail.com              Tel: 07498 200137                                     

 

Treasurer-General and Trustee:   Councillor James Farmer                                                                                                                                                      

Email: gss.treasurergeneral@gmail.com                Tel: 07979 747814 

 

Administrator Candidates for Ordination Fund and Trustee: Cllr Colin Squires 

Email: gsscofsecretary@gmail.com                      Tel:     01444 244 737     

 

Hon Organist:      Councillor Roger Marvin                                                                                               

Email: rogermarvin1965@gmail.com                     Tel:   01303 311046    
 

The Server Editor:    Grand Councillor  Peter Keat                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Email: gsseditor@gmail.com                                   Tel:  02392 582499     

 

Guild Sales and Publications: Councillor Chris Barnett 

Email: gss.salesandpublications@gmail.com 

 

        Guild Website: https://guildofservantsofthesanctuary.co.uk 

        Follow us on Facebook:  Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary 

 

 

The Guild Collect 

 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, to us Thy servants, the spirit of holy fear: that 

we, following the example of Thy holy child Samuel, may faithfully minister before 

Thee in Thy Sanctuary; through Jesus Christ Thy Son our Lord, Who liveth and 

reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end.  

Amen. 

Objects of the Guild 

 

1. To raise the spiritual tone of altar servers. 

2. To promote a conscientious performance of the duties of altar servers. 

3. To encourage more frequent attendance at the Holy Eucharist,                                                                                               

in addition to times of duty. 
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Items must be received by the 2nd Saturday of January, April, July and 

October. Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily 

those of the Guild.  Printed by the Additional Curates Society. 
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Reverend Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,  

                Oh! Still small voice of calm where have you gone? 

Observations on my home deanery. I may be getting long in 

the tooth but I must admit that I, and many others that I know, are very 

concerned about the almost total lack of traditional worship, along with its 

values and standards within our Deanery. As far as I can see there is only 

one church that conducts solely traditional services on a Sunday Morning. 

They all have their own version of ‘contemporary’ service, the 

congregations of which are apparently transported in from a wide area (I 

do wonder what some parish priests feel about having some of their 

congregations being hijacked away, especially as many people in these 

new worship centres have no idea who their overall priest is or what he 

looks like.) There is room for us all to worship Our Lord in our own way 

but here the ‘contemporary’ version does seem to be very top heavy. 

Worship is a very personal thing and I, like many others, like to arrive in 

church several minutes before the service to experience ten minutes quiet 

reflection before meeting Our Lord at His Table. Unfortunately, this period 

is very often disturbed by sound checks, rehearsals and lighting and effects 

checks, making concentration difficult, especially for those with learning 

difficulties. The same goes for the period of thanksgiving I like to have 

after the service, this is most often disturbed by the starting up of the 

cappuccino coffee machine at the back of the church ready for the coffee 

communion and the sticky buns.   

I am not a stick in the mud but I do appreciate the traditional values, I do 

not like worship songs that are sung at me at great volume and with 

flashing and visual effects. My faith is between me and Our Lord alone 

and it has been that way for a long time and we both understand that. 

I ask again “Where have you gone Oh! Still small voice of calm 

Peter 

From the Editors’ Desk 

         From the Editors Desk 
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New Members:  Alex Walker, Ian Cameron, William Cousins, John Edwards, 

Anthony Walker, Joshua Pollard, Ian Burgess, Nathaniel Jones, Beryl Smith,    

Andrea Paterson, Yordi, Furtado, Sylvia Cooper, Hamish Thomas, John Brendan 

Ayerst, Paul Corrigan, Sean Dowinton, Ian James Yeo, David John Bishop, David 

Mark Wilson. 

We extend you all a warm welcome to the Guild. 

 

 
 

Faithful Departed Members: Keith Herbert, Revd. Can. John Richard Moore, 

Eric Lawrence, Richard Godolphin, Revd Jeff Engel, William Sawyer, Maurice 

Polley, Andrew Downey. William (Bill) Cowle, Michael Bennett, Roy Simons, 

Roy Wilkin, Roy Bryan Rogers, David John de Lacey Mann. 

 

Keith Herbert’s body was received into the church of SS. Peter and Paul, 

Northleach, the evening before his Funeral Requiem on 5th March. 

 

Roy Bryan Rogers. Roy was an ex bank manager, born in 1929 in Plumstead. 

Roy was a very sociable character and he kept Mondays for swimming and 

eating out. During the evenings Roy would practise on the piano which often 

kept his children awake. On one occasion when flying with his family the 

alarm went off whilst going through airport security and he was requested to 

open his bag only to find a large pair of scissors at the bottom of the bag and he 

remarked ‘I wondered where they went’. What a character! In the early days 

Roy served at St. Luke’s in Gillingham with Barry Johnson and Fr. Martin 

Warner. He was an avid organist all through his life as well as a chorister and 

choirmaster. Later in life he moved to Holy Trinity in Ramsgate, where he 

played for Guild Office with great devotion. A good all rounder, how could he 

be otherwise with a name like Roy Rogers, although I never meet Trigger. May 

he rest in peace. 

 

 

The Directory 

The Chantry Book 
 

 New Members 
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David John de Lacey Mann. Born in Bedfordshire in 1931, John had a middle 

of the road upbringing. After technical school he went into sales and over the 

years proved himself very good at talking customers into buying his products. 

His good catholic wife Nora kept him in the straight and narrow, after he came 

out of 5 years in the army. John worked with the cubs and scouts for over 50 

years, not to mention his service to his church and his many years of devoted 

service to the Guild. John will be sadly missed by all.  Rest in peace John.  

 

 

   

 

 How lovely it was to come together for the first time in a number of years 

to celebrate our Easter Festival at St Stephen’s Church, Gloucester Road.  

One of the things I desperately missed over the pandemic, and I am sure 

many of you have missed it too, is the opportunity to see each other 

physically.  And although Zoom did become something of a lifeline 

allowing us at least some form of connection, nothing is like face to face, 

and especially when it comes to worship.  What a hugely significant date it 

was The Celebration of the Resurrection that we should come together, 

and Easter brings with it not only the joy of new life, but significant hope 

for the future.  

 

Another sign of great hope and a reason to rejoice is the presence of so 

many of our supported candidates for ordination, who made up the serving 

team.  GSS should be so proud of the investment it is making in the next 

generation of priests.  The grants that we make to ordinands is not only 

extremely generous, but I would say almost unprecedented in the life and 

history of the Church.  Grants are offered to candidates during their time in 

training and once ordained Deacon in their first year of ministry, 

acknowledging the costs involved in training both prior to and after 

ordination.  And it gives me such joy to think that we are actually giving 

grants to 16 candidates of which almost a dozen were able to join us for  

 

         Warden’s Words 
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the festival.  These are the next generation of priests who will encourage 

and support the work of GSS in their parishes.  The generosity of our  

Candidates for Ordination fund will be remembered by them for their 

entire ministry.  Thank you to those of you who give regularly to this fund, 

thank you to Colin who does such a magnificent job of managing the COF 

fund, making contact with our candidates, ensuring payment of grants and 

attending their ordination where possible.  Finally thank you to those 

ordinands who came to London and physically showed us what our money 

is being used on.  Keep them in your prayers. 

 

In the last edition of The Server magazine, we were able to announce 

another of the opportunities for us to meet together in terms of our 

pilgrimage to Walsingham which is later on this year from the 7th-9th 

October.  For some time, we have felt that it would be really beneficial for 

us to have time together sharing in fellowship and good practice and there 

is no better place than England’s Nazareth.  The number of places is 

limited because Walsingham are restricting how many they can 

accommodate with the difficulties around Covid, so if I could encourage 

you all to get your bookings to us as soon as possible, certainly before all 

the places are filled, or we have to hand back unfilled places to satisfy 

parish demands.  The programme includes a Festival Mass in the Parish 

Church and a walk of witness from the Shrine to the Parish Church in our 

robes for Guild Office and Benediction.  The Executive have arranged a 

wine reception on the Friday evening in the Orangery where I know the 

wine will be freely flowing, the food in plentiful supply and the chance to 

laugh and learn from each other, will be absolutely fantastic.  So please do 

join us, I really want to see as many of you as possible. 

 

Finally, please do keep Peter in your prayers, my sincere thanks to him, 

Michael and all the Executive for their generous investment of their time, 

talents and energies.  My thanks to you, dear faithful brothers and sisters in 

Christ, for your commitment and loyalty to Our Lord and His Church.  

May God bless you all. 

 

Father Darren Smith 

Warden 
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Fr. David Moore – Warden Emeritus RIP 

 

It is with great sadness that today 10th May 2022 we heard of the death of 

our dear friend and outstanding Warden for 43 years Father David Moore. 

As a Society we have so much to be grateful for having received so 

generously from him over the years. For many people GSS is Father David 

Moore. His warmth, friendship, humour and general pastoral heart as a 

priest was exemplary and when he decided to step down as Warden in 

2015, without a moment’s hesitation the Council decided to make him 

Warden Emeritus in recognition of his long service. 

Father Darren Smith, our present Warden, is in communication with Mary 

his daughter and in an email to Mary Father Darren wrote: 

How very sorry I am to read your email this morning. Please accept my 

sincere condolences. Your father has been such an inspiration to me and I 

will forever remember him with great fondness as a perfect gentleman and 

a wonderful and skilful raconteur. His experience of life in general and the 

GSS in particular was immense and all the years of loyal service that he 

showed to Church and the GSS are of course nothing next to his life as a 

husband and father. 
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I can’t believe that this is my first report as Secretary General since taking 

over from Chris at the start of 2020. Within a couple of months of taking 

over we were faced with the COVID Pandemic, which is still with us 

today. So much of the life of the Guild has been affected by the pandemic, 

we were forced to cancel our Easter Festivals in 2020 & 2021 along with 

our AGM and so many other events. You will have noticed that our agenda 

today is a little different without us reviewing the minutes of the previous 

year’s AGM. Let us hope that things will now begin slowly to return to 

normal, whatever the new normal will be for us. 

It was good that we were able to hold our National Requiem Mass last 

November at All Hallows, Gospel Oak, where we had the opportunity to 

pay our respects for past members of the Guild who had died, and whose 

funerals we were unable to attend due to Covid restrictions. In particular 

we remember Terry Doughty who served for many years as our Secretary 

General and Fr. Michael Brain who was Chaplain General for many years, 

and the many other faithful members too many to name here. We give 

thanks to God for their faithful service to the Guild over the years. May 

they rest in peace and rise in Glory. 

The Life of the Guild has continued during Covid with chapters meeting in 

new and exciting ways, some live streaming services via Facebook and 

YouTube, others meeting remotely at a set time and saying the Guild 

Office together in a wave of prayer. A few months ago, we launched our 

new Guild website, which is attractive and has a more professional look. 

We invite chapters to send in photos for inclusion on the website. If you 

have not yet visited the website, I urge you to do so. We have also 

refreshed the Guild Facebook page, which now has over 800 followers. 

It is so good that we have been able to meet here today for our Easter 

Festival and our thanks go to the vicar Fr. Phillip Barnes and all the people 

of St. Stephen’s, for making us so welcome.  Our Autumn Festival & 

Walsingham Retreat Weekend is on our agenda, so I just want to encourage 

you all to come along and join us, I’m sure it will be a wonderful weekend 

of fellowship together. 

 

 

Secretary General’s Report 2021 
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Membership Matters:  in 2020 we admitted 34 new members, with 3 under 

21 and 3 Priest Associates. In 2021 we admitted 56 new members, with 2 

under 21 and 6 Priest Associates. So far this year we have admitted 17 new 

members, with 2 under 21. Our total membership now stands at 1471. Let’s 

hope and pray that our numbers will increase as chapters begin to meet 

regularly once again. 

The Server Report: Some of you will be aware that our faithful Server 

editor Peter Keat has been in hospital recently, Peter is making a slow 

recovery at home and so was unable to be with us today. We thank Peter 

for all his hard work in producing the Server, I know from many years of 

producing our own parish magazine what a difficult task that can be. We 

send Peter our love and prayers for a speedy recovery and look forward to 

having him back with us in the future. 

Treasurer General: I would like to express my thanks to Nigel Makepeace 

our former Treasurer General, for all that he has done for the Guild and in 

particular, for all the help and support he showed to me on becoming 

Secretary General. Nigel is unable to be with us today, as he is away on a 

cruise celebrating his Golden Wedding, we offer our congratulations to 

Nigel and Janet on their Golden Wedding Anniversary, and send our love 

and prayers for a happy retirement. I would also like to express my thanks 

to James for his patience in shadowing Nigel, as Covid restrictions delayed 

him taking over the role fully. I look forward to working with James as 

time goes on. 

I would like to end by thanking Fr. Darren for all he does for our Guild and 

in particular for the support he has given to me, since I began this role. I 

would also like to thank all councillors, chapter secretaries, treasurers, 

chaplains and indeed all members for their faithfulness and support to the 

Guild, in what has been the most difficult two years. 

Michael Andrew 

Secretary General 

 

 

The work of the C.O.F. has continued through 2021 despite the effects of 

COVID -19, when many of our candidates were unable to continue their 

studies at college and were working from home, most have now returned to 

college from this academic year. Also, because many Chapters were unable  

 

COF Report Easter 2022 
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to meet, our income suffered and it is only through our investments that we 

were able to continue paying the Grants in full. Two of our candidates were 

priested in June 2021 and two were deaconed, but due to continued 

restrictions, I was unable to attend any of those services. We have 

commenced supporting one new candidate this year, and there are two 

more awaiting decisions which is fantastic news, we look forward to all our 

candidates completing their training and supporting the Guild once they are 

priested. 

Please find below list of all those we are currently supporting, together 

with details of Grants due, which we are confident we can continue paying. 

Fr Tony Lawrence - Deaconed 2021 final grant £500 due once priested Oct 

2022.  Fr Jonathan Fleury – Deaconed 2021 final grant £500 due once 

priested Oct 2022. Andrew Bailey - Final year Grant £750 Apr 2022 then 

£500 once Deaconed Oct 2022. Jonathan Roberts – Final year Grant £750 

Apr 2022 then £500 once Deaconed Oct 2022. Ryan Otley – Final year 

Grant £750 Apr 2022 then £500 once Deaconed Oct 2022. Michael Dixon 

– Final year Grant £750 Apr 2022 then £500 once Deaconed Oct 2022. Fr 

Matteo Zambon – Deaconed 2021 final grant £500 once priested Oct 2022. 

Jean (John) Kouacou 3 year course com Sep 2020 Grants due £750 Apr & 

£750 Oct 2022. Timothy Davies – 3 year course com Oct 2020 Grants due 

£750 Apr & £750 Oct 2022. Ben Jennings – 3 year course com Sept 2021 

Grants due £750 Apr & £750 Oct 2022. Lewis Oliver-Hemmings-Faye – 

Final year Grant £750 Apr then £500 once Deaconed Oct 22. Scott 

Canadas – 3 year course com Oct 2021 Grants due £750 Apr & £750 Oct 

2022. Thomas Cotterill – only just applied so Deacon Grant paid at Easter 

Festival April 2022. Paul Knox – only just applied so Deacon Grant due 

Oct 2022. Philip Garrett – only just applied so Deacon Grant due Oct 2022. 

Scott Pollard – only just applied Deacon Grant paid Easter Festival April 

2022. Duncan Hegan – only just applied awaiting trustees decision. Calvin 

Robinson – only just applied awaiting trustees decision 

 

As you can see the Anglo Catholic tradition is safe in the hands of these 

Guild members, which gives us hope that we will be in good position to 

prosper once this current crisis is past, and we can once again meet together 

for worship and fellowship. 

I trust all the above makes sense, but should you have any queries, please 

do not hesitate to contact me, and I will do my best to answer them. 

Colin Squires   Candidates for Ordination Fund – Administrator 
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As at As at As at As at

31-Dec-21 31-Dec-20 31-Dec-21 31-Dec-20

£ £ £

INCOME

Subscriptions less refunds 9,457        9,808        

Donations  638           480           736           1,142                       

Gift Aid 1,342        1,536        

Bequests 100,066    

Sales of Guild Products 6                12              

Festival Collections

Walsingham Deposits 150           

Misc Income 56              

Interest 14              85              6                65                             

Investment Income 8,330        8,182        9,493        9,242                       

119,853   20,309    10,235    10,449                 

EXPENDITURE (see page 2)

Cost of generating funds 10,249      8,383        

Charitable activities/Grants 228           500           15,500      16,000                     

Governance costs 3,274        3,459        18                             

Transfer to CCLA investments 100,000    

Total resources expended 113,751   12,342    15,500    16,018                 

NET (OUTGOINGS/INCOMING 6,102       7,967       5,265-       (5,569)

RESOURCES FOR THE YEAR

Gains/(Losses) on Investments 142,771    10,753     45,243     16,867                  

Net movement in funds 148,873    18,720      39,978      11,298                     

Fund balances brought forward 279,876    261,156    320,802    310,504                   

Fund balances carried forward 428,749   279,876   360,780   321,802                

Fund Balances made up as Follows:

Bank Balance 1,818        2,239        1,117        1,131                       

CCLA Deposit Account 33,753      25,408      7,510        12,761                     

CCLA Investment Accounts 395,075    252,304    352,153    307,910                   

Fixed assets 25              25              

Creditors (Bequest for COF) 66              

Debtors (2021-Server) (2020-COF) 1,988-        (100)

428,749    279,876    360,780    321,802                   

Page 1

THE GUILD OF SERVANTS OF THE SANCTUARY and CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION FUND

FINANCIAL SUMMARY for 2021

GSS General Account COF
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DETAILS OF EXPENDITURE for the Year Ending 31 December 2021

31/12/2021 31/12/2020 31/12/2021 31/12/2020

GSS GSS COF COF

COST OF GENERATING FUNDS

Server' Magazine Printing 7,952         7,897          

Guild Publications/Medals 708            9                  

Adverts/Video/Web Site 1,254         

Insurance (Split with Governance costs) 335            477             

Sub Total 10,249      8,383        -              -               

CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES

Festival expenses 228            

Grants 500             6,750         16,000        

Autumn Festival at Walsingham

Sub Total 228          500           6,750       16,000      

GOVERNANCE COSTS

Postage & Telephone 481            529             

Usage of Computers & Programmes 586            537             

Printing/Stationery 32              79                

Accountancy & Independent Review 460            455             

Administration Honoraria

Other Honoraria 200            

Gratuities/Gifts 51              125             

Insurance (Split with Generating Funds) 335            477             

Meeting & Travel Expenses 1,127         1,258          18                

Sundry Expenses 2                 

Sub Total 3,274       3,459        18             

TRANSFER TO CCLA INVESTMENTS 100,000    

TOTAL 113,751    12,342       6,750       16,018      

*The following received COF Grants during 2021

Ross S Copley Anthony Lawrence

Matthew Austen Andrew Bailey

Michael Dixon Jonathan Fleury

Ryan Otley Matteo Zambon

Johnathan Roberts Jean Kouacou

Timothy Davies Page 2

GSS General Account COF
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S. Augustine PG1/14 Back in September at St Peter & St. Paul Borden, 

outside Sittingbourne were pleased to enrol two young of their church to the 

Guild. Joshua and Tristram are now on board both being under 18 years of 

age and our blessings go with them for a long and happy membership. 

 

S. Michael the Archangel PG2/116.  Despite Covid we arranged a meeting 

in January and the turnout was surprisingly good. |Fr Geoff from 

Christchurch in Ashford presided and members from S. Peter’s Folkestone 

joined us. We sang the Office complete with cantors and then sang “Happy 

Birthday” to Eileen who celebrated her 96th birthday. We ended the evening 

with a glass of wine and nibbles. 

 

All Saints, Australia. Accession Day Festal Evensong. On Sunday 6th 

February a Festal Evensong was held at All Saints’ Anglican Church, East St 

Kilda to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

The Service, from the Book of Common Prayer, included ‘prayers for the 

anniversary of the day of Accession of the Reigning Sovereign’. More than 

300 people attended, including the Archbishop of Melbourne, other church, 

civic and community representatives, consular officials, members of 

parliament, members of royal & commonwealth societies and members of 

the public. The Service was led by the 

Vicar, Fr. René Knaap and the Sermon was 

given by Bishop David Farrer. Music was 

provided by the All Saints’ Singers, with 

brass instruments, timpani and organ, 

conducted by John O’Donnell, Director of 

Music, who had selected works from the 

1953 Coronation service; Vaughan 

Williams’ setting of The Old Hundredth, 

‘All people that on earth do dwell’, Hubert 

Parry’s ‘I was glad when they said unto 

me’ and Orlando Gibbons’ ‘O clap your 

hands’. The organ prelude was William 

Walton’s Crown Imperial, revised for the 

Coronation from the work originally  

News from the Chapters 
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composed for George VI’s. and the postlude was G F Handel’s Alla 

Hornpipe from Water Music Suite No. 2, The guest organist was Hugh 

Fullarton. The Service was a wonderful celebration of the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee and it may be viewed under Videos at :-  https://vimeo.com/event/1802211 

 

S. Joseph of Arimathea, Portsmouth: For several reasons the Chapter has 

not met in 2022 and with other local problems, it is likely that we will not 

meet for at least another 3 months. To remain a prayerful society we have 

agreed that on the 1st of each month, at a time convenient to each member, 

we will say the Guild Office and Chapter prayer so we remain committed to 

each other and the Guild by prayer. 

 

St. Barnabas, Cardiff:  After many months of not meeting due to Covid, it 

was lovely to meet again as a chapter for a Mass and Advent devotions in St. 

Saviours Church in Cardiff in December. We all enjoyed a good catch up 

over the refreshments after the service. It is hoped that we can resume our 

usual chapter programme this year. It was with sadness that we heard of the 

sad death of Andrew Downey, who has joined with us since that chapter 

went into abeyance. A couple of our members were able to be present at the 

Funeral Mass for Andrew, he will be missed by us all. 
 

Chapter News:  It is always good to receive news articles from Chapters, 

please do continue to send me news from your chapters, its lovely to read of 

the work of the chapters throughout the country. 

 
 

 
 

 

Lord, Thou knowest better than I know myself, that I am growing older and 

will someday be old. Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must say 

something on every subject and on every occasion. Release me from craving 

to straighten out everybody's affairs. Make me thoughtful but not moody; 

helpful but not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a. pity not to 

use it all, but Thou knowest Lord that I want a few friends at the end. Keep 

my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings to get to the 

point. Seal my lips on my aches and pains. They are increasing and love of  

rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by. I dare not ask for 

grace enough to enjoy the tales of others' pains, but help me to endure them  

17th Century Nun's Prayer 
 

https://vimeo.com/event/1802211
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with patience. I dare not ask for improved memory, but for a growing 

humility and a Lessening cocksureness when my memory seems to clash 

with the memories of others. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I 

may be mistaken. Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a Saint - 

some of them are so hard to live with - but a sour old person is one of the 

crowning works of the devil. Give me the ability to see good things in 

unexpected places, and talents in unexpected people. And, give me, 0 Lord, 

the grace to tell them so. AMEN 

 

 

 

S. Guthlac was born in AD673 to parents of the Mercian 

nobility, and was distantly related to Ethelbald who was to 

become king of Mercia. He became a soldier at  fifteen and 

served for nine years leading a band of followers against the 

king's enemies. After receiving a divine call he decided to 

abandon his wealth and military career and devote himself 

to religion. For about two years he was at Repton Abbey as 

a novice and was ordained a priest by Hedda, Bishop of  

 

Lichfield & Leicester. When about twenty-six he decided to 

live a life of greater solitude and austerity, and set off in a boat down the 

River Trent and came eventually to the island of Crowland. He built 

himself a wooden 

hut and a little chapel, and for the rest of his life lived on simple and 

meagre fare, clad in the skins of animals, but happy amid the dreary wet 

wastes as a follower of God and a student of nature. His life in the Fens 

was marked by a sensitivity to nature with a respect for all of God's 

creatures so much so that he is regarded as the Patron Saint of the Fens. At 

Crowland, Guthlac was sought out by men in need of spiritual counsel 

amongst whom was Ethelbald who was assured by Guthlac that he would 

gain the crown of Mercia without bloodshed.  

 

Guthlac died in AD 714, and was buried in 

his own chapel, which soon became a place 

of pilgrimage. Two years later Ethelbald 

was crowned King of Mercia, and, true to 

his promise to Guthlac built Crowland 

Abbey and a shrine in remembrance of his  

 

St. Guthlac and St. Crowland 
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friend and counsellor. This building was entirely destroyed and the 

community slaughtered by the invading Danes in 866. However, it was   

re-founded in the reign of King Edred. It was again destroyed by fire in 

1091, but rebuilt about twenty years later by Abbot Joffrid. In 1170 the 

greater part of the abbey and church was once more burnt down and once 

more rebuilt, this time under Abbot Edward.  

 

From then on, the history of Crowland was one of growing and almost 

unbroken prosperity right down to the time of the Dissolution of the 

Monasteries. Crowland had become richly endowed by the many royal and 

noble visitors to the shrine of S. Guthlac, it became one of the most 

opulent of East Anglian abbeys; and owing to its isolated position, its 

security and peace were comparatively undisturbed during the great civil 

wars and other national troubles. 

 

Today Crowland Abbey is the parish church and it is a Grade I listed 

building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That Psalm 118 is the Bible’s middle chapter. 

That just before it is Psalm 117 which is the Bible’s shortest chapter. 

That just after it is Psalm 119 which is the Bibles longest chapter. 

That The Bible has 594 chapters before Psalm 118 and 594 after it. 

That if you add up all the chapters except Psalm 118 you get 1188. 

That if you take the number 1188 and interpret it as chapter 118 of Psalms  

verse 8 you will find the middle verse of the entire Bible which reads, 

 ‘ It is better to trust in the Lord than to put your confidence in man’ 

Could this be not just the numerical centre of the Bible but the central 

message? 
 

 

Did You Know? 
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Guild Weekend Programme 
        

       Friday 7th October after 4pm 

• Arrive Walsingham and settle into accommodation 

• Supper in the Pilgrim Refectory 

• First Visit to the Shrine 

• Drinks Reception in the Orangery 

 

         Saturday 8th October 

• Breakfast in the Pilgrim Refectory 

• Guild Mass in the Parish Church (servers invited to robe for Mass) 

• Lunch in Pilgrim Refectory (day pilgrims can book lunch) 

• Robing and Procession to the Parish Church for Guild Office 

• Supper in Pilgrim Refectory 

• Saturday Evening Devotions in the Shrine Church 

        

         Sunday 9th October 

• Breakfast in Pilgrim Refectory 

• GSS Marian Devotion in the Shrine 

• Coffee 

• GSS Mass in Shrine Church 

• Lunch in Pilgrim Refectory 

• Depart or stay for optional afternoon Sprinkling & Benediction. 

 

To book your place please contact Secretary General, c/o ACS 16 Commercial 

Street, Birmingham, B1 1RS. Email: gsssecretarygeneral@gmail.com tel: 

07498 201137 

Autumn Festival & Walsingham Retreat 

Weekend 

Friday 7th to Sunday 9th October 2022 

 

At the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham,  

Cost:  Adults £152.00, Children accompanied by 

adults £45, under 5’s free.  

 Non-returnable deposit Adults £50, children 

£25. 

mailto:gsssecretarygeneral@gmail.com
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In Britain, we have a justice system that is the envy of the world. It proves 

the guilty and releases the innocent, all to great effect. You would never 

hear of a trial that took place at night in the judge’s house on a bank holiday 

without a jury; or asking the accused to testify against himself, then being 

taken to the high court where the judge finds no reason to kill him, but does 

so anyway.  

This sounds like a plot from a movie, doesn’t it? But of course, this 

miscarriage of justice happened many years ago in Jerusalem: in Jesus’ 

trials that led to his crucifixion. In those days, the Sanhedrin were allowed 

to govern by their own laws, but they were not allowed to execute anyone. 

The Emperor Augustus gave the Roman Prefect in charge of Judea “Power 

of Attorney” in life-or-death cases. The Sanhedrin would meet in the Hall 

of Hewn Stones and to decide the sentence, the jury would deliberate 

overnight and only pass the sentence in the morning.  

So, meeting in the High Priest’s house and passing sentence on Jesus was 

illegal by their own standards. But it gets worse. Many witnesses came to 

testify against Jesus but their testimonies did not agree. In modern law they 

might be charged with perjury or obstruction of justice. In Jewish Law you 

would suffer the same sentence as the person you falsely accused.  

Then the high priest (Caiaphas) tries to make Jesus testify against himself – 

and finds him guilty of blasphemy, which carries the death penalty. Only 

the Romans could carry out such a penalty. So, the trial is repeated in the 

morning before Pilate, the Roman Prefect who was notorious for trying to 

pressurise the Jews into worshipping Caesar. Pilate was a brutal dictator, 

who was subsequently removed from his post because he repeatedly crossed 

the line.  

All the gospels say that Pilate knew that Jesus was 

innocent but had him killed anyway. It is a strange 

detail that Pilate at first offered to let Jesus go, under the 

terms of an agreement whereby a prisoner would be set 

free at the Passover festival, but the crowd chose 

Barabbas instead. Not the sort of thing a brutal Roman  

 

False trials to Execution 
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governor would do. But maybe he won either way. Either he released Jesus 

and made the Sanhedrin look weak or he had him killed and sent a message. 

‘Shall I crucify your king?’ ‘We have no king but Caesar,’ the chief priests 

answered.” So, Pilate got what he wanted – acknowledgement that Caesar is 

king, not God or the Messiah. So, Jesus was executed on the cross.  

In any just legal system, Jesus would never have been convicted, let alone 

killed. However, those responsible did not realise that, in choosing to kill 

Jesus, who was sinless and innocent, and letting the guilty man, Barabbas, 

go free, they would change the world forever. John explains this simply 

when he said: “GOD so LOVED the world, that He GAVE His one and 

only SON, so that whoever BELIEVED in Him shall not perish, but have 

ETERNAL LIFE”      Thanks to the Bracknell Parish Magazine 

 

 

Two of the most idyllic pilgrimage sites 

in England are sacred to the little known 

S. Nectan, a hermit who lived beside a 

waterfall. When choosing your next 

holy destination for a retreat or 

pilgrimage, you can’t go far wrong with 

the northern coast of Devon and 

Cornwall. Two spots along that 

beautiful shoreline are sacred to the 

little-known S. Nectan the Hartland peninsula and the waterfall of Trethevy 

situated very close to Boscastle. Some legends say that Nectan and his 

companions lived in a valley, while local villagers believe that he dwelt 

beside a well further inland. The well is situated 100 yards from the church 

of Saint Nectan in the local village---the little old well house is a gated stone 

structure and you can peer in it to see the water bubbling up. During the 

Middle Ages, hazel trees grew around the spring whose nuts (pilgrims 

believed) bestowed wisdom. Perhaps seeking greater solitude, Nectan 

eventually journeyed south to Cornwall. Obviously, fond of the water, he 

once again settled close to the sea, this time in the woods of Trethevy, near  

Boscastle. Today this is an incredibly beautiful pilgrimage site. Following a 

path beside the River Trevillet the power of the water has punched a hole in 

the rock basin, which the waterfall now cascades through into a deep pool.  

Saint of the Waterfall 
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Known to pilgrims as Saint Nectan’s Glen, the site attracts many visitors and 

now has a little cafe within the woodland. There is an old building above the 

waterfall, which is thought to have been the hermitage cell of S. Nectan and 

the ruins of a Christian chapel form the lower part of the little 19th century 

cottage that stands close by. The streamside path leading to and from the 

waterfall is an ancient pilgrimage route and people have reported seeing the 

ghosts of monks walking along it.  

There are also mysterious old carvings in the rocks that line the route, some 

resembling the swirls of a labyrinth. According to ancient legend, God gave 

Nectan the intuition to know when a storm was approaching. To warn sailors 

of the danger, he rang a silver bell that hung in a tall tower above the 

hermitage. If the ghostly sound of a bell is heard today, locals believe bad 

luck is on its way. Although S. Nectan is not widely known today, he was 

much venerated during the Middle Ages and had a sizeable shrine in 

Hartland, until it was eventually destroyed in the 16th century reformation.  

Today its popularity is growing and the tradition of taking foxgloves to his 

shrine on 17th June (his feast day) has returned. The coastal sites in the 

southwest of England, associated with S. Nectan are well worth a visit; being 

both beautiful and shrouded in an air of holy peace. S. Nectan: Patron saint 

of; Sailors, soldiers and Hartland in Devon. Feast Day – 17th June, Lived: 

468-510 AD Bestows: Wisdom and protection’ Symbols: Water, bells, 

foxgloves and hazel trees. 

 

 

 

Rogation means an asking of God - for blessing on the seed and land for 

the year ahead. The practice began with the Romans, who invoked the help 

of the gods Terminus and Ambarvalia. In those days a crowd processed 

around the cornfields, singing and dancing, sacrificing animals, driving 

away Winter with sticks. They wanted to rid the cornfields of evil. About  

465 the Western world was suffering from earthquake, storm and 

epidemic. So Mamertius, Bishop of Vienne, aware of the popular pagan  

 

custom, ordered that prayers should be said in the ruined or neglected 

fields on the days leading up to Ascension. With his decision, ‘beating the 

bounds’ became a Christian ceremonial.  Rogation-tide arrived in England  

Rogation Sunday 
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early in the eighth century, and became a fixed and perennial asking for 

help of the Christian God. On Rogation-tide, a little party would set out to 

trace the boundaries of the parish. At the head of the procession was the 

bishop or the local priest, with a minor official bearing a Cross, and after 

them the people of the parish, with schoolboys and their master trailing 

along. Most of them held slender wands of willow.  

  At certain points along 

the route at well known 

landmarks like a bridge 

or stile or ancient tree, 

the Cross halted, the 

party gathered about the 

priest, and a litany or 

rogation was said, 

asking God to send seasonable wealth, keep the corn and roots and boughs 

and all the crops in good health, and bring them to an ample harvest. At 

one point on this procession those taking part knew that there was beer and 

cheese awaiting them at several recognised refreshment places.  

 

In the days when maps were neither common nor accurate, there was much 

to be said for ‘beating the bounds’ - still very common as late as the reign 

of Queen Victoria. Certainly, parish boundaries rarely came into dispute, 

for everyone knew them. There is a remarkable story about a shepherd in 

the Yorkshire Dales many years ago. During a particular severe winter, he 

went out to search for his sheep. Sadly, he never returned, and a search 

party discovered his dead body beneath many feet of snow. His neighbours 

were stunned and upset by his death, but they were also puzzled. The 

shepherd had been clasping the third finger of his left hand. Nobody could 

explain this, until a schoolmistress recalled a lesson she had taught her 

children. She would make them recite ‘The Lord is my shepherd’, and at 

each word she would point to a finger of her hand, beginning with the 

thumb. (Thumb) The (Index) Lord (Middle) is (Ring) my (Little) 

Shepherd. The mystery was solved, for as the man lay dying in the wind 

and debilitating cold, he was affirming his faith that God was his shepherd, 

and so he had nothing to fear. 

 

The image of the Good Shepherd has been a powerful and pervasive 

picture from the earliest days of Christianity in expressing that very faith.  

It has been found in the catacombs, and was often carved on sarcophagi.  
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Just as Crimond is popular at funerals today, so that image of the shepherd  

marked out funeral rites in the first centuries of Christian life. In the weeks 

after Easter we can reflect on what our Lord has gained for us by his death 

and resurrection. The image of the Good Shepherd in scripture lays it 

before us vividly. Jesus protects his sheep; he cares for them; he loves 

them; he believes in them; and above all he never lets them down. 

Substitute ‘us’ for ‘them’ and we will know something of the power of this 

image and the joy of eternal life which Easter celebrates. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Man’s Life is laid in the loom of time, to a pattern he does not see,                       

While the weaver works the shuttles fly, till the day of eternity. Some 

shuttles are filled with silver thread and some with threads of gold; While 

often but the darker hues are all that they may hold. But the weaver 

watches with a skilful eye each shuttle fly to and fro,  And sees the pattern  

so deftly wrought as the loom works sure and slow. God surely planned 

that pattern each thread - the dark and the fair was chosen by his Master’s 

skill and placed in the web with care. He only 

knows the beauty and guides the shuttles which 

hold the threads so unattractive, as well as 

threads of gold. Not till the loom is silent, and 

the shuttles cease to fly shall God unroll the 

pattern and explain the reason why.  The dark threads are as needful in the 

weaver’s skilful hand, As the threads of gold and silver in the pattern He 

had planned.  

 

 

 

 

 

Glastonbury Abbey Pilgrimage 

Saturday 9th July 2022 

12:00 Noon Solemn Mass 
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There are two special moments each day - sunrise and sunset. So let us 

focus on 

these. Take 

sunrise; the 

stars, have 

gone ever so 

slowly and 

gently, it 

eases itself 

over the rim of the world. Up, up it comes from the great beyond, 

scattering light and radiating heat to the earth. We are amazed at how large 

it appears. It is at its largest when it sits on the horizon, joining heaven and 

earth. It seems to pose there fleetingly before it starts to climb the sky and 

get on with the business of the day. Now take sun set. Down, it goes. Its 

rate of departure can be measured by the fading light and waning heat. As 

it retreats, it appears to grow in size once more and is again at its largest 

when it meets the horizon. As at its coming, so at its going, it seems to 

pose briefly on the edge of the world. Then, re-lighting the stars, it slips 

slowly and silently away from whence it came. Just as sunrise and sunset 

are special moments in the day, so birth and death are special moments in 

life. At these moments, we realise that a person is absolutely unique. At 

birth, something comes into being that never was before. At death, 

something passes away that will never be again. People seem larger to us 

at these two moments, when we get a glimpse of their true worth and their 

gifts. There is something sacred about birth and death. Heaven and earth 

are joined together.  

 

 Little Titch  

 

Sunrise and Sunset 
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While most churches are founded on faith, one in Cardiff is actually held 

together by glue. S. Mark’s Church in Gabalfa was built in 1967 and it is 

constructed using laminated timber frames which are 

fastened together by 

a unique  pioneering 

World War II 

adhesive used in the 

manufacture of 

boats. Described by 

the incumbent at the 

time of opening as 

being "modern, but 

not ugly modern," Left: S. Marks when opened in 1967.Right: As it is 

today   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine that you are walking quietly down the road when 

suddenly a beggar approaches you and asks for money. 

What do you do? If, instead of giving him money, you buy 

him or her a coffee or a meal or a sandwich, then you are in 

very good company for you are following in the steps of the  

first ever Bishop of Venice. Laurence Giustiniani. He was 

born of a noble and powerful Venetian family,but chose the austere life of 

the Augustinian monastery of San Giorgio on the island of Alga. In fact, 

he was a member of the well-known Giustiniani family, which includes  

several saints within that family. He became a priest in 1406, then Prior in 

1407 and was consecrated Bishop of Castello in 1433. He was, in 1451, 

appointed the first ever Bishop and Patriarch of Venice. By then, Laurence 

had seen a lot of human nature, and was wise as well as good. Frugal in his 

private life, and happy to help the poor, he made sure that he always gave  

wisely as well as generously. Hence the poor who came to him for help were 

always given food and clothing – but only very occasionally small amounts 

 

Laurence Giustiniani- Helping the Beggar 

Stuck up Church 

 

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/lifestyle/nostalgia/long-lost-council-photos-cardiff-11960317
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of money. Bishop Laurence also devoted himself to peace-making and other 

pastoral work, for which his contemporaries held him in high esteem. As he 

lay dying on a bed of straw, very many clergy, laity, beggars and destitute 

folk came to grieve: he was greatly respected and loved. He died in Venice, 

on 8th January 1456 aged 74. Wise, giving and peace-making – S. Laurence’s 

example still shines true today. 

 

 

 

Whilst we remember all those who were 

involved in ‘Operation Dynamo’ let us 

remember those Chaplains who landed on 

the Normandy beaches with the troops on 

D-Day. Maurice Wood DSC was one of 

three RN Chaplains attached to Force S 

who landed on Sword Beach. He held the 

first main Sunday service on D+4. In 1943, 

he had enlisted in the RNVR and, a year later, with a full commission, was 

attached to the Marine Commandos and was one of the first ashore in the 

landings. He retired in 1947 and re-joined as an RNR Chaplain a position he 

held until his death in 2007. His words about his experience are below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Zita (feast day 27th April) spent her whole 

life around the town of Lucca in Tuscany. 

She was born about 1218, became a 

servant in the house of a wealthy weaver  

 

I wasn’t ever conscious of querying the reality of God’s care for us, 

because I had a clear faith in Christ. I also read my Bible, and it was 

always full of wars and tumults.  As soon as I got to the beach I found 

that the first wave were pinned down at bit and there was a lot of firing 

going on. When I got there, I found my men wounded on the beach and 

used to say to them quietly, ‘Trust in Jesus. Trust Him all the way.’ 

Bishop on the Front Line 

Saint Zita 
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when she was twelve and stayed there until she died in 1278. She was pious 

and a conscientious worker– qualities that didn’t endear her to the other 

servants: and her habit of distributing generous amounts of food from the 

house among the poor of Lucca led to some lively battles with her employers. 

But over the years she won respect for her patience and goodness, became a 

family friend as well as a servant and was allowed to do pretty much as she 

liked, advising the wealthy on domestic issues and visiting the sick and 

prisoners. She became a well-known and respected figure around the town 

and when she died popular opinion declared her a saint. Not surprisingly, Zita 

became the patron saint of domestic work. She is often appealed to in order to 

help find lost keys. 

 

 

 

 

 

By Michael Rogerson 

 

My letter in the summer edition of The Server magazine, was not the time 

and place to go into detail about the "anglo-papalists of Carshalton", but 

the Revd. W N Brook takes me up on this topic in the autumn edition and I 

welcome the opportunity to elaborate further. 

 

Fr. Harris (full name - Rice Alforth Evelyn Harris) was priest-in-charge of 

S. Andrew's Church Carshalton from 1927 until the trouble from Bishop 

Mervyn Stockwood in 1959, not long after he had taken over as Bishop of 

Southwark.  Fr. Harris was not the Vicar, because S. Andrew's Church was 

a daughter church under the Parish Church of All Saints' Carshalton (still 

going strong); the other daughter church was that of The Good Shepherd 

Carshalton Beeches, which is now the Parish Church of a separate Parish.  

The other clergy on the staff of Carshalton Parish, had agreed to abandon 

the use of the Roman Rite Mass when called upon to do so, which Fr. 

Harris was not prepared to do, which was why he got into trouble in 1959. 

 

Fr. Harris officiated and preached at the first Guild Office I ever attended 

in May 1959, at the Church of S. Mary's Burgh Heath, Surrey, where I 

started serving the previous year.  Thus, that was my introduction to GSS 

and by the end of that year, I was admitted a probationer.  At a subsequent 

chapter meeting of the then Chapter of S. Edward the Confessor, I found  

 

The Anglo-Papalists of Carshalton 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Key_(lock)
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out that Fr. Harris had been standing in for the chapter chaplain, Fr. Dale, 

who for whatever reason, could not be there.  Due notice was given, of the  

Solemnity of the Assumption High Mass at S. Andrew's Carshalton on 

15th August 1959 (a Saturday that year).  Unfortunately, I missed it by 

being on holiday, or I would have been there.  But in view of the storm 

from the Bishop of Southwark that was about to erupt, I did not have 

another opportunity to go to S. Andrew's Church, so I never got there at 

any time.  Bur after Fr. Harris left Carshalton, he moved to be a priest in 

retirement at S. John's Holland Road, Kensington (in the Diocese of 

London and out of Southwark Diocese) and during his time there, I met 

with him from time to time.  He was at that Church until he died aged 88 

in October 1972, where his Funeral Mass took place and I was in 

attendance. I came on the scene too late to see Fr. Harris in action at 

Carshalton and his former Church of S. Andrew's closed a few years after 

his departure. Fr. Dale (full name - Roy William Peter Dale - and Peter 

was the name he was known by) was chaplain of S. Edward's Chapter from 

1949 until 1970 and I came on the scene half-way through his long tenure.  

He was born in 1904 and was ordained in the 1930s to a curacy in the 

Potteries, Midlands.  From there, he was on the staff of S. Mark's South 

Farnborough in Guildford Diocese for a time.  By the time he took over as 

chapter chaplain, he did not have a church of his own, but was full-time 

Secretary of the "Clergy Friendly Society", commuting from his home in 

Sutton Surrey, to his London office.  I believe he helped out at St. 

Andrew's Carshalton when available.   

 

Fr. Dale was heart-and-soul of S. Edward's Chapter, very much his own 

man and a no-nonsense style in dominating the chapter.  He had a lively 

sense of humour, but my word, he could be deadly serious when he wanted 

to be and woe betide anyone getting on the "wrong side" of him.  His quips 

included, being asked how he was, he gave on ominous cough replying, 

"One foot in the grave, and the other foot on the banana skin!”  Asked by a 

young boy, how many buttons he had on his cassock, "39 for the 39 

Articles?"  "No!" came his reply; "40 - 39 for the 39 Articles and one for 

Papal Infallibility.  You work that one out!"  My Mother was assisting 

with the refreshments at a chapter meeting and she came to his aid to 

procure an item of food for him.  In thanking my mother, he said, "You are 

good, very good!  Ten years off Purgatory for you!" Rumour had it that he 

rounded up the chapter membership to pay their annual subs promptly, 

when he was six years behind with his own subs!   
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Monthly chapter meetings were invariably Solemn Guild Office and Fr. 

Dale on blessing the incense for the Magnificat, could be heard in a low  

voice saying the prayer in Latin.  But every year on Whit Monday (the 

bank holiday in those days), we went away to a country church for an  

11.00 am High Mass.  Fr. Dale as celebrant came over as archbishop of 

Westminster mark2, using the traditional Rite from the English Missal.  At 

the Prayer of Consecration, he would say the first part of the Prayer (BCP) 

aloud in English, then for the Consecration of the Sacred Elements, he 

changed over to saying "secretly" in a low voice, the words of 

Consecration in Latin.  The Annual observance of Solemn Mass for the  

Solemnity of the Assumption, continued at S. Magnus the Martyr, London 

Bridge, after it came to an end at Carshalton.  After he retired, he and his 

wife Doris (who kept a low profile from Chapter functions), moved to 

West Blatchington, East Sussex.   

 

Once or twice in the early '70s, the Chapter visited Fr. Dale there on a 

summer Saturday afternoon where he hosted us for Guild Office, followed 

by tea.  I had become chapter treasurer by then and found that in his 

domineering ways, he had not changed a bit!  Fr. Dale died on All Saints' 

Day 1978 aged 74.  After Fr. Dale left, S. Edward's Chapter was not the 

same without him, for he was a hard act to follow and a succession of 

chapter chaplains followed him, until the Chapter closure mid-'80's.  Fr. 

Dale admitted me into the Guild, as a probationer and as a full member. 

 

The third and last anglo-papalist character was a layman - Bro David John 

Wilderspin.  He is dead now, so I can be indiscreet!  Born in 1932, he took 

over as chapter treasurer in 1948 and I think he held that position when I 

first came on the scene.  He rose to be chapter lay-chairman.  He and his 

family went to church at St Andrew's Carshalton and were very attached to 

Fr. Harris and David was his side-kick and I believe he was sacristan at S. 

Andrew's.  Following the row in 1959 soon after the new appointment of 

Mervy as Bishop of Southwark, David continued to live in Carshalton but 

moved churches with Fr. Harris, to S. John the Baptist, Holland Road, 

Kensington, doing the commute each week.  David did his stint as 

churchwarden there but never forgave Bishop Mervyn for what he did in 

terminating Fr. Harris's ministry at Carshalton and had 'a chip on his 

shoulder' about that for the rest of his life.  David was indeed 

uncompromisingly loyal to his anglo-papalist position and had a no-

nonsense behaviour about that.  A fuss-pot and a worrier, he was grumpy  
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and was difficult and I think he worsened as he grew older.  We all got on 

the 'wrong side' of him!  In 1984, the positions of both chapter chaplain  

and chapter secretary became vacant and it fell to me as chapter treasure to 

be next in line to take over the proceedings.  What proved to be the last  

ever meeting of S. Edward's Chapter, took place on Monday 15th October 

that year at S. Barnabas' Epsom.  With David Wilderspin at loggerheads,  

with both the then Guild Secretary-General and the then local Group 

Councillor, I knew that was no recipe for any opportunity for the Chapter 

to make a fresh start under any new management, so I pressed for the 

formal closure of the Chapter.  With declining numbers, the opportunity  

did not arise to revive the Chapter. In later years the chapter membership 

transferred to Incarnate Word Chapter, but David let his Guild 

membership lapse, by his non-payment of subs, in view of him not being 

kindly disposed to the Guild Officers he was in contact with.  In October 

1996, David was outside Vanpoulles, then in Purley, near Croydon, to do 

some church shopping, when he collapsed and died of a sudden heart  

attack, aged 63.  I went to the Funeral Mass at S. John's Holland Road, at 

which the preacher was Fr. Christopher Colven, who in past years, lived in 

Carshalton and knew David and his family. That concludes my account of 

the anglo-papalists of Carshalton, as seen from my perspective.  RRIP. 

 
 

 
 

Hanging on the wall of the Cathedral of S. Mary, in Edinburgh is this 

famous and very strangely moving painting which is pictured here and 

which is simply entitled “The Presence”. The picture was painted by the 

Edinburgh based artist Captain A E Borthwick in 1910 and it has an 

intriguing history. The background scene is clearly Edinburgh Cathedral 

itself, where it can be seen that Holy Communion is being distributed to the 

faithful in the distance as they line up at the rail of the High Altar. In the 

foreground on the left, we see a  

kneeling penitent who is being 

comforted by the presence of 

Jesus Christ himself who is 

standing behind her and it can be 

seen that Our Lord himself is 

bathed in a radiant light. The 

painting was the subject of a 

highly celebrated legal action after  

The Presence 



31 

 

 

 

it was illegally sold while being exhibited in Europe during the days of 

World War I. Shortly after the painting was finished, it was exhibited 

throughout the British Isles before being sent to  

Germany for reproductions to be made. When the First World War broke 

out it was still in Munich and, instead of being returned to its owner, "The  

Presence" was sold to an American. No more was heard of the picture for 

some time and then it came to light when a New York newspaper answered 

a query, "Is religion dead?" with an article showing a section of Borthwick's  

painting as an illustration, and saying, "No, because of Christ's abiding 

presence in his Church." At the conclusion of hostilities, a special Act of 

Congress was passed, enabling the picture to be returned to Scotland and 

preventing it from being sold as confiscated enemy property. During the 

Second World War, "The Presence" was preserved in the vaults of the 

Royal Scottish Academy and, in December 1944, the artist and his wife 

presented it to the Cathedral. It now hangs alongside another painting of the  

same title but this time set in S. Paul’s Cathedral in, London and was also 

painted by Capt. Borthwick this time in 1940. 

 

 

 

 

Churches stand in every parish   

Of this green and pleasant land  

Some are small but so historic   

Some are large, ornate and grand.  

 

Some have roofs that need repairing  

 Some have other wear and tear  

Some have beetles, rot or woodworm   

But they all need loving care.  

 

Thousands then, of ancient churches   

Being kept up to their prime  

In the care of all the people   

Giving freely of their time.  

 

Yet much more than just the buildings   

Occupy these sterling folk:  

Rotas, meetings, service duties   

Yet you'll hear them laugh and joke!  

Thank You 
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So, to all these lovely people   

Who have so much work to do  

And do it all without complaining   

From our hearts we say "Thank you!" 

 

 

 

A little boy was playing outside with his 

mother’s broom in the garden. 

That night his mother realised her broom was 

still missing and asked her son to go out and 

bring it in. 

When the little boy confessed he was afraid of the dark, his mother tried to 

comfort him: ‘The Lord is out there too, don’t be afraid.’ 

Hesitantly, the little boy opened the back door and peered out.  

He called softly: ‘Lord, since you’re out there already, please will you pass 

me the broom?’ 

 

A little girl told her mother, “We went to a confirmation service at the 

cathedral and I saw the bishop. Now I know what a crook looks like!” 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Guild Banner: A very nice blue Guild Banner, from the former Chapter of 

St. Birinus in Oxford, is available for reuse by another chapter. It should be 

possible to change the lettering to your chapter requirements. Photo 

available on request. 

 

Thurible Stand:  A black metal thurible stand, with circular tray on top for 

the boat, is available to a chapter who needs one. Photo available on 

request. 

 

If your chapter is interested in any of the above items, please get in touch 

with the Secretary General, for more information. 

 

 

Guild Property for Reuse 
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Cyl 

                  July 

 
1  PG14 Norfolk – Suffolk – Cambridge Councillor Joan Joyce 

2  PG14/22 St. Felix & St. Fursey – Bury St. Edmunds 

3  Trinity 3 – For those without work. 

4   PG14/45 St. Edmund King & Martyr – Ipswich 

5   PG14/49 St. Etheldreda – Cambridge 

6   PG14/230 St. Lawrence – North West Norfolk 

7   PG14/ 234 All Saints – Great Yarmouth 

8   Diocese of Norwich 

9   Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 

10  Trinity 4 – Sea Sunday , All seafarers, their homes and families 

11  St. Benedict, Abbot , Patron of Europe. 

12  Diocese of Coventry 

13  PG15/29  St. Chad & St. Dubritus – Coventry & Leamington Spa 

14  PG 15/91 St. John the Divine , Leicester 

15  PG15/102 St. Luke, Wellingborough, Kettering & Northampton. 

16  For all who suffer alone, in mind, body or spirit. 

17 Trinity 5 – For our families, friends & neighbours. 

18  For peace in the World. 

19  Diocese of Litchfield 

20  PG17/109 St. Mary Magdalene, Wednesbury 

21  PG17/119 St. Michael & All Angels, Stourbridge 

22  St. Mary Magdalene , for all churches under her patronage. 

23  PG17/140 St. Christopher, Cannock 

24 Trinity 6 – for our Candidates for Ordination Fund 

25  St. James, Apostle, all churches under his patronage. 

26  St. Anne & St. Joachim Parents of the BVM , for all parents. 

27  PG17/159  St. Peter Ad Vincula, Wolverhampton 

28  PG17/162 The Purfication of the BVM, Telford 

29  St. Martha, for all  carers. 

30  St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop & Doctor. 

31  Trinity 7 – For all who suffer for the sake of the truth. 

 

August 

 
1   PG18 Group – Linc – South & North Humberside, Councillor David Boyd 

2   PG18/139 Our Lady of Lincoln, Lincoln 

3   PG 18/216 St. George, Boston 

4   St. John Mary Vianey, Priest. For all priests. 

5   Diocese of Sheffield. 

6   The Transfiguration of the Lord.  

7   Trinity 8 – May we all know the benefits of holidays 

8    PG19/101 The Lamb of God, Sheffield. 

9    PG19/153 St. Paulinus, Mirfield. 

10 For the College of the Resurrection Mirfield. 

11 Bishop Norman Banks, Bishop of Richborough. 

12 For all chapters in abeyance that they may be reformed. 

13 PG 20 Group, Northumberland-Durham-Tyneside-Cleveland, Councillor Roland Robbins 

CyCYCCyc Cycle of Prayer 
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14 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

15 Diocese of Newcastle 

16 Diocese of Durham 

17 PG20/57 St. Godric of Finchale, Durham 

18 PG20/128 St. Benet Biscop & St. Oswin, Newcastle,Gateshead,Northumberland, North Tyneside 

19 PG20/307 St. Hilda of Whitby, Whitby 

20 St. Bernard, Abbot, Doctor, all churches under his patronage. 

21 Trinity 10 For all monastic communities. 

22 The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

23 St. Rose of Lima, all churches under her patronage. 

24 St. Bartholomew, Apostle, all churches under his patronage. 

25 Diocese of Carlisle 

26 Diocese of Chester 

27 Diocese of Liverpool. 

28 Trinity 11 For the healing of divided families. 

29 PG21/18 Our Lady & St. Barnabas, Furness Area 

30 PG21/21 St. Francis & St. Chad, South & Mid-Cheshire 

31 PG21/137 Our Lady & St. John, The Wirral. 

  

September 

 
1   PG21/182 St. Werburgh, Stockport & District 

2   St. Gregory the Great, Priest & Doctor, all churches under his patronage. 

3   For all in hospice, nursing and residential care. 

4   Trinity 12 The New School Year  

5   For the Diocese of Truro 

6   PG22 Group – Cornwall, Councillor Sandra Bennett 

7   PG22/170 The Sacred Host, Penryn. 

8   For the Warden Fr. Darren Smith 

9   For the Secretary General, Grand Councillor Michael Andrew 

10 For the Treasurer General, Councillor James Farmer 

11 11 Trinity 13 – For all in higher education 

12 The Most Holy Name of Mary 

13  Candidates for Ordination Fund Administrator Councillor Colin Squires 

14 The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

15 Our Lady of Sorrows 

16 The Server Editor Grand Councillor Peter Keat. 

17 Guild Organist, Roger Marvin 

18 Trinity 14 – For all journalists and broadcasters. 

19 LG1/2 Group – London Diocese, Grand Councillor John Donovan. 

20 LG1/83 St. Hugh of Lincoln & Our Lady & St. Pancras  

21 St. Matthew the Evangelist, all churches under his patronage. 

22 LG2/112 Our Lady of Willsden & St. Mellitus. 

23 LG2/148 Our Lady of Walsingham & St. Alban. 

24 Our Lady of Walsingham – For all pilgrims to the Shrine at Walsingham. 

25 Trinity 15 – For the harvest and fruits of human hands 

26 LG5/6 Group Croydon & Surry, Councillor Michael Rogerson 

27 LG5/85 The Incarnate Word with St. Alban & St. Edward, East Surrey 

28 LG6/48 The Epiphany, Croydon. 

29 St. Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, all churches under their patronage. 

30 St. Jerome, Priest & Doctor. 
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Thinking of the Priesthood? 

 

Maybe Candidates For Ordination Fund  

can help you! 

 
The Candidates for Ordination Fund 

could assist you financially with an annual grant. 

 

              Apply to COF Administrator Councillor Colin Squires 

 

  Southdene,  

Slimbridge Road,          

Burgess Hill,  

West Sussex.  

RH15 8QE  

  Email: squires603@btinternet.com  Tel 01444 244 737  
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