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From the Editors’ Desk gfr/

Reverend Fathers, Brothers and Sisters, ;

Firstly, a look at Guild business. Our Honorary Treasurer, /‘
Grand Councillor Nigel Makepeace, gave notice two Annual Meetings ago
that he would only stand for two years. Come this Easter that two years are
up and he wishes to stand down. Is there any qualified accountant or
bookkeeper amongst our membership who would be willing to take this
position? If so please contact me and | will pass your names on.

000

The gift that Christians will give our country this Christmas is that well
over a million of us, ordained and lay, will be working to prepare their
own unique Christmas gift to the nation. Our cathedrals and thousands of
churches will welcome hundreds of thousands of people who are not usual
church-goers, and who may have little faith; but for whom, Christmas is
still a time to go back to church, to sing the carols, and hear once again the
story of the birth of Jesus Christ. And that is not all. Not only do
Christians provide a way for national worship and celebration of the
coming of the Prince of Peace each year they show His love in very
practical ways. When a national newspaper asked a representative of every
diocese to say just what their church did of service to anybody else at
Christmas the response was overwhelming: night shelters, food banks,
credit unions, legal advice, housing trusts, street patrols and support
groups, not forgetting the provision of thousands of meals for the lonely
and homeless over the Christmas break. Reverend Fathers, Brothers and
Sisters we are the lucky ones. We all know and feel the love of God and
the benefits of belonging. Can we, for a time this Christmas, just take a
few minutes out from our busy lives before serving and think and pray and
maybe help someone less fortunate than ourselves.

A blessed and peaceful Christmas to you all.

Do
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The Directory

My apologies, but it has been
necessary for the Guild Directory
section of this magazine to be i
held over until the forthcoming
Spring Edition.

The Chantry Book

We pray for all our departed members.
May they rest in peace and rise in Glory.

Amen

We pray for all our members
and their families everywhere |
and especially for those who
are preparing for new challenges within their life. We
remember all past members and their families and all those
who work, or volunteer, within any sphere of the Guild.

Amen

S. Mary’s church on Walney Island, which is at the far end of Morecambe
Bay, is one of only three official burial grounds in the modern Barrow-in-
Furness area and contains 4511 internments. Although there are one or two
locally famous individuals buried within the graveyard there has, for some
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tlme been much speculatlon about one partlcular plot. The question is who

' ; by the simple wooden cross at the

¢ foot of the church yard that has
nothing more than the inscription
'MONA' on it?

ES@E The speculation, which is especially

#¢ rife amongst the local school

children, is that it stands for 'Man

of No abode'. However, the truth is far simpler. This is the grave of 'Mona

Ward', a thirty-year old Walney girl who was buried there on the 16th
August 1939 and whose family still live on the island to this day.

Founded in 1577, Walney Island’s first ‘chapel-of-ease’ on the site was
built at a time when the island was part of the parish of Dalton-in-Furness.
An original Elizabethan chapel was rebuilt at the end of the 17" century. It
was during the 17" century that the area had achieved independent
‘parish’ status. However, the chapel fell into disrepair and the deterioration
forced it to be demolished and replaced with another building in 1852. The
present church is at
least the third one,
on record, to be
built within these
boundaries, the
foundation  stone
' was laid in 1907,
@ but the building
was not completed
until  the mid-
1930s. The ‘four’
way corner stones of its

- predecessor  are
believed to remain as testament to its existence one of which can still be
seen today.

In the background of the old picture above can be seen the cranes and
chimneys marking out the area of the ship building industry which was, for
many years, the lifeblood of Barrow-in-Furness across the bay.
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l| A Vitally Important Gentile ||

It is to the wonderful words in Luke’s gospel that many Christians turn as
the year draws to a close and Christmas
approaches, for it is to Luke that we owe the
fullest account of the nativity.

Luke alone tells us the story of Mary and the
angel’s visit to her and has thus given us and the
Church the Magnificat of Mary.

Luke alone tells us the story of Simeon’s hymn =
of praise, thus giving us the Nunc Dimittis. Can
you imagine an Anglican evensong without the
Nunc Dimittis?

Luke alone tells us the story of how the angels appeared to the shepherds
in the hills and how the shepherds then came down and visited the infant
Jesus.

So, imagine Christmas cards and nativity scenes every year without the
shepherds arriving to visit baby Jesus. Imagine school nativity plays
without our children dressed as shepherds or sheep.

So, thank you, Luke! What makes it amazing is that Luke was not a Jew!

The man who wrote the fullest nativity story and indeed more of the New
Testament than any other single person, was a Gentile!

Star of Bethlehem

What exactly was it? This has been the argument for centuries! No
scientific theory has ever gained common acceptance. Some speculate that
it might have been a conjunction of Jupiter and Halley’s Comet. But if the



Star of Bethlehem was anything as mundane as that, it may well have
excited the interest of the Gentile wise men (‘the Magi’) from the East, but
it would hardly have caused them to make a 300-mile journey to
investigate further. These Magi would not have benefited from the
privileges of Judaism or its Scriptures, but it is very likely that they knew
some prophecy uttered centuries earlier — by another Gentile, Balaam,
from their own area near the Euphrates. “A star will come out of Jacob; a
sceptre will rise out of Israel”. Further lines predicted the widespread rule
of this coming Individual. So, it was no wonder that when this new and
miraculously unique star appeared, remembrance of the prophecy surfaced.

The Magi followed the star not because of anything to do with horoscopes
or divination. They were simply responding to God-given revelation and
they persisted in their search. For although

Herod’s religious advisors checked the

prophecy that Israel’s future Ruler would be

from Bethlehem - none of them thought it

important enough to make the seven-mile

journey.

What identifies the Magi as being The Wise
Men was their supreme desire to find and
worship the Child of the Manger. God sent a
star to mark the birth of Jesus in a way that had
never happened before and would never ever happen again.

It was a unique star to herald the beginning of a unique life that changed
the course of world history.

Throughout the life of Jesus, we find other God-given and miraculous
phenomena. These all came at various significant stages of Jesus’ work
here on Earth.

What were those phenomena? As well as the angelic choir singing and star
of Bethlehem appearing at his birth, there was also the dove which rose up
at his Baptism, the bright transcendent light at the Transfiguration, the
midday darkness and earthquake at his Crucifixion, the visible angels in
the garden at his Resurrection, the receiving cloud at his Ascension, and
the flames and wind at the giving of the Holy Spirit.



The Wardens Words

| was really honoured to be invited as the preacher and
celebrant for the Patronal Festival at S. Peters,
Stockport. A church that has maintained the Catholic
faith and in spite of there being no parish priest for a
number of years the faithful keep witnessing in this
city centre church. As always the welcome was warm
and friendly and | was even treated with the rest of the
congregation to a delightful buffet, courtesy of
Waitrose (there’s posh for you!) At the Mass there
were two long standing Guild members celebrating
anniversaries and this photograph of me and Mr
Copage acts a wonderful reminder of that momentous
occasion. He has been a Guild member for longer than
| have been born, and that both humbled and
challenged me to think about the faithfulness of so
many who belong to our organisations.

In a subsequent conversation with Peter Keat he said
that he was number 128 on the roll and has been a
member since 1962, so anybody whose membership is




above his is celebrating even more years of service.
| wonder if you are one of those people? It would be
really lovely to hear some of your memories of GSS
in the past. What prompted you to join the Guild?
What sustains you to this present day? | certainly
know from my own priestly ministry staying almost
20 years in the same parish. So many joys and
challenges. The joys were getting to know people
with in the community very well, and even seeing
some of those whose babies | have baptised coming
later for marriage and being able to perform both
sacraments. The challenges were of course trying to
keep things fresh and energised. The temptation is
always to think of the Eucharist just as another task
to perform, and yet we all need constantly to be
reminded of the amazing privilege we have standing
by the altar in the holy sanctuary.

One of the things that refreshed and renewed me was
when | received a curate and | found myself being
ministered to, sitting in the congregation for Mass
provided me with a special opportunity to be fed and
to receive rather than give. In your own spiritual life
and discipline do you make sure there are chances
for you to do “nothing” but simply worship. I say
that because not only can it become part of our
routine to serve, it can if we are not careful, easily
become a distraction to our own spirituality. It is a
bit like driving. | wonder if like me there are drivers
out there who sometimes reflect on moving from A
to B with very little memory of the actual journey.

10




As well as giving thanks for the faithful ministry of
those brothers and sisters who have been members
of the Guild for so many years the thing that
constantly gives me joy is seeing the membership
constantly being renewed by new members. If we
want GSS to survive for the future then those of us
who are long standing members need to devise
ways in which we can not only attract new people
to the Guild but retain them.

This sometimes means taking the humbler part. |
wonder if like me you are often challenged by John
the Baptist’s witness when he came close to Christ
and was able to say “He must increase, I must
decrease.” Hopefully none of us feel threatened by
new members but excited and renewed.

So, my heartfelt congratulations go to Mr Copage
and all those other members who celebrate their
anniversaries around this time, and my challenge to
us all is to not only find ways in which our own
services are refreshed and renewed, but ways in
which we can encourage further expansion and
growth of the Guild.

Sr. Daveen
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News from the Chapters

Scottish Guild of Servers: On 8th September the Scottish Guild of
Servers held their Annual Festival and Annual General Meeting;
appropriately enough this was their 90th anniversary and the meeting was
held in the same church, S. Brides, Hyndland, Glasgow, as where their
founder the Revd. Charles Wood, held the first Scottish Guild of Servers
meeting. Around fifty members, priests and supporters attended this years
meeting. The day began with Mass with their Warden, the Revd. Can.
Jeremy Paisley, celebrating and at which the Revd Wolstenholme
preached. This was then followed by the admission of five new members.
The service was followed by an excellent buffet lunch and good
fellowship, after which the Annual Meeting took place and here we
learned of the Forward Plan for the SGS and the plans for a Training Day.
At the end of the meeting Can. Paisley stood down as Warden after seven
years of faithful years of service and a new Warden was appointed. The
day then ended with Benediction.

S. Joseph of Arimathaea, Portsmouth: Many of our Chapter members
were unavailable for a full Chapter meeting in July so a few of us met in
our Chaplains house for an informal evening, giving us a chance to talk
things over. We do not meet in August but held our Patronal Festival in
September in probably the largest parish church in the diocese, S. Mary’s
Portsea. Here Fr. Bob White celebrated assisted by his new curate. Fr. Bob
also preached an excellent sermon, unfortunately our numbers were fairly
low that evening.

S. Joseph the Foster Father, Isle of Wight: On the 9th October eleven
members and supporters met, as usual, in the church of S. Saviour on the
Cliff in Shanklin on the Isle of Wight, to sing the Guild Office and the
Angelus. Having discovered that evening that the Chapter will be
celebrating 80 since its foundation next year the Chapter Secretary was
asked to investigate if some form of celebration could be arranged to mark
the occasion.
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S. Kilda, Australia: Greetings from All Saints, East Street, St. Kilda. On
2"d September Bishop John, the Bishop of the Murray Region is pictured
with two newly Baptised and four newly Confirmed young people along
with the Chapter members. It was a great day for the parish!

S. Chad, Coventry: We joined the Leicester Chapter for an Assumption
Mass on Wednesday 15" August at All Saints, Scraptoft. The Celebrant
and Preacher was Fr. Phillip O’Reilly. Our serving team was again on duty
for a Mass on Saturday 8™ September at S. Luke’s, Holbrooks, Coventry.
This was a meeting of the Coventry Cell of Our Lady of Walsingham. The
Concelebrants were Fr. Simon Oakes and Fr. Dexter Bracey.

S. Osmund and S. Swithun, Bournemouth: On 12 July the Chapter
held its annual Summer Festival Mass at the Church of the Ascension,
Woodlands in Dorset. The church is situated in the Cranborne Chase area
and has a stained-glass window dedicated to the Guild. The Celebrant was
Fr. Robin Nash and the Mass was well attended with good fellowship
afterwards. On 5™ September the Chapter met at All Saints church,
Southbourne in Bournemouth to sing the Guild Office which was led by
our Chaplain, Fr. Barry Fry. At this meeting Brother Kenneth Dover and
Sister Geraldine Danern were admitted as Full Members and Sister Diane
Wright as a Probationer.
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The Incarnate Word with SS Alban and Edward. On 25th September we
met at S. George's Hanworth, a far outpost, from our main area and sang
the Guild Office. Fr Paul Williamson, the Parish Priest gave an Address on
the vocation of Christians to lead a Christ-like life and as it was Embertide,
also to consider vocation to the sacred Priesthood. Benediction (in Latin)
was sung with much joy and verve, followed by the ‘censing of the statue
of Our Lady of Walsingham, and the singing of 'Salve Regina'. 18 attended
and there were 9 apologies, but those present much
enjoyed the Office and the Devotions and surprised
themselves at managing the Latin! Afterwards a good
Reception was provided by Fr Paul. Members suggested
. that the visit be made annually to support the five
| members here and the two ordinands who are members.
| Other chapter meetings we have throughout the year,
take place, including the churches of - All Saints' South
Wimbledon; All Saints' Benhilton, Sutton; St. James'
New Malden; St John the Baptist Wimbledon"

| found this in a Roman Catholic publication

Altar Server's Prayer
n my mouth, w

O Lord, to bless your Holy %e. '

Cleanse my heart from ;
all evil and distracting thoughts&

Enlighten my understandings
and inflame mf' will that I %
serve more worthily at your holy

O Mary, Mother of Christ the High P
obtain for me the most important grace of Knowi
my vocation in life.

Grant me a true spirit of faith and humble
obedience so that I may ever behold the priest
as a representative of God
and willing follow him in
the Way, the Truth, and the Life of Christ.

Amen.
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Cycle of Prayer

January

The naming and Circumcision of Jesus. Peace on Earth.

All Guild members and Priest Associates.

The Warden. Fr. Darren Smith.

The Warden Emeritus, Fr. J. David Moore.

Secretary General Membership Secretary Councillor Chris Barnett.
The Epiphany. The Orthodox Church.

Treasurer General, Nigel Makepeace.

Server Editor, Writers and distributors.

Honorary Councillors.

General Council and all members.

For all Bishops, Priests, Deacons and Lay workers.

Candidates for Ordination.

2nd Sunday of Epiphany. Baptism of Christ.

COF administrator Cllr Colin Squires and Chaplain Fr. Darren Smith.
H.M. Forces and Lone members.

Thanksgiving for members who have given over 50 years' service.
For all members whose chapters are in abeyance.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity until 25th.

For all bereaved and their families.

3rd Sunday of Epiphany. Christian Unity.

Diocese of London.

London Group 1/2 North/East/West. Cllr John Donovan.

PG 1/83 S.Hugh of Lincoln, Hackney.

For the work of hospital Chaplains and voluntary chaplaincy visitors.
The Conversion of Paul. Are we converted?

Timothy and Titus. Companions of Paul.

4th Sunday of Epiphany. For those alone give them peace.

For all retired Priests and pastoral visitors.

For all Lay and Eucharistic Ministers.

For all those in monastic life.

Our Lady of Willesden & S.Mellitus. NW6.
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22
23
24
25
26

27
28

February

Our Lady of Walsingham & S. Alban, Wembley.

Candlemas. May we be lights to lighten the world.

5th before Lent. That we may see the signs of Your Glory.
Diocese of London.

London Group 3 Lone members worldwide. Grand Councillor
Terry Doughty.

Her Majesty The Queen. Defender of the Faith.

Diocese of Southwark.

London Group 4 London/Westminster & parts of Essex.

London Group 5/6 ClIr Michael Rogerson.

4th before Lent. Remembering all those who work and have to live
away from home

5/85 The Incarnate Word with S. Alban & s. Edward. East Surrey.
6/48 Epiphany. Croydon Area.

Diocese of Guildford.

Provincial Group 1/2 West/East Kent. Clir Barry Kinnersley.
S.Augustine of Canterbury, Sittingbourne, Isle of Sheppey.
S.Cyprian Rochester, Chatham, Strood, Gravesend.

3rd before Lent. For those who feel unloved and unwanted.

S. Justus, Orpington.

Diocese of Rochester.

All Souls Whitstable, Canterbury, Herne Bay.

Diocese & Province of Canterbury and Other Anglican Provinces
Throughout the World.

Thinking Day. All youth organisations and their helpers throughout
the World

Pray for our General Council Officers & CllIrs as they meet in the
new ACS headquarters in Birmingham

2nd before Lent. Keep us steadfast in the Faith.

Matthias The Apostle (transferred from 24th) Let us hear the good news.
Our Catholic Heritage and all those who, today, help preserve our
Catholic faith.

S. Mildred of Thanet, Margate.

For all those looking for work give them hope.
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March

S. David. The Church in Wales.
The Provinces of Canterbury and York.
Next before Lent. The wonders of Your Creation.
Provincial Group 3 Sussex. Cllr John Holden.
The Holy Resurrection, Brighton.
Ash Wednesday. Repentance for our sins and faults.
3/163 S.Phillip & S. Richard, Worthing.
Edward King. Bishop of Lincoln. 1910
S. Wilfrid, Eastbourne.
Lent 1 For our communities who teach and guide others.
Diocese of Chichester.
Provincial Group 4 Grand Cllr Peter Keat. Hampshire/West Sussex.
4/92 S.Joseph of Arimathaea, Portsmouth.
4/94 S.Joseph the Foster Father. Isle of Wight.
4/144 Our Lady & S.Richard. Bognor Area.
Diocese of Portsmouth.
Lent 2 For faithfulness in following where Christ led.
S.Patrick the Apostle to the Irish (Tfr from 17th)
S.Joseph of Nazareth. For Our Fathers.
S. Cuthbert. For all missionaries.
Thomas Cranmer Archbishop of Canterbury Martyr 1556.
We give thanks for all organists and choirs.
Diocese of Winchester.
Lent 3 For true wisdom to all in authority.
Annunciation of Our Lord.Pray for us O Holy Mother of God.
We pray for members who are unwell. Give them strength.
Diocese of Salisbury.
For peace in the troubled places of the world.
For all past members the the Guild.
Strengthen the hope and love that belongs to Christian people.
Lent 4. Mothering Sunday. Our own Mothers. Our Lady
and Mother Church

Corrections, omissions and suggestions to: Angela Mc Mullen,
46 Field House Road, Humberston, Grimsby, DN36 4UJ.
Tel: (01472) 210596 sizzlebeth04@gmail.com
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The Guild Diary

Saturday 12t January

London Area Epiphany Festival
Holy Trinity, Shepherdess Walk, Hoxton j&
11.55 Angelus. Noon Mass. ]
3.00pm Guild Office

Guild Easter Festival & Guild AGM
Saturday 27" April 2019
S. Stephen’s, Gloucester Road,
London, SW7 4RL.

S v -
o e .
e v ,;u;.‘f' a9 i

High Mass 12.00 hot lunch (donations appreciated)
2.30 AGM followed by Guild Office, Procession and
Benediction

Guild Autumn Festival 2019

Saturday 12th October 2019
S. German’s Church,

Star Street,

Cardiff, CF24 0JY.

2.30 pm Solemn Guild Office Procession & Benediction
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&UILD SHOP

Clothing and Accessories Price Lists
Clothing
Please add £5 for Postage

Shirts Long sleeve £28.00  Short sleeve £25.00
Holdall £25.00 Canvas Tote bag £7.50
Polo Shirts £15.00 Drawstring bag £7.50
Fleece £30.00 Hooded Jacket £25.00
Sweatshirt V-neck £20.00 Round neck £20.00

Other Accessories

Guild Office & Ceremonial A5 Laminated £3.00 A4 Laminated £4.

Key Rings 50p Pen 50p

Organ Music £1.50 Lapel Pin £2.00
Prayer cards £0.50 Embroidered Patch £5.00
Tie with Emblem £8.50 Cufflinks £22.50

Contact: Chris Barnett
40 Heath Street, Goldenhill, Stoke on Trent, ST6 5RZ.
pgl6-118@live.co.uk; 07914450992 or gss.secretarygeneral@gmail.com
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The Shepherds in the Fields

Having looked at the Star of Bethlehem earlier, what about the Shepherds?

Shepherds in first century Palestine would have been used to nature: star-
lit nights, cold and heat, storm and calm, and the unwelcome attention of
predators, both animal and human. They would have been more aware
than us of dependency on the seasons, and more

respectful of the precarious nature of existence.

Fear, as well as appreciation, would have shaped
their religious lives and some think the 4
shepherds near Bethlehem may have been [
guarding sheep for the Jerusalem Temple for use £
in Temple rituals. The kind of work shepherds
did and the hours they had to keep barred them
from orthodox religious observance; they were regarded as uncouth and
untrustworthy. It was typical of S. Luke (the only New Testament writer to
refer to the shepherds) to put them in the forefront of the story. Luke is the
writer who favours the underdog: tax collectors, sinners, women, old and
poor people and non-Jews all figure favourably in his account. He sets
before us shepherds as the first Christmas worshippers.

Wonder is the prime ingredient of worship and we need to recover it and
use it but it takes practice. It is not fear in the sense of feeling scared, but
rather an awe-struck sense of amazement that the ordinary is rather more
extraordinary than the extraordinary. So, in the story of heaven-come-to-
earth of divinity in a cowshed, it is the shepherds who receive the
revelation. Not priests, rulers or philosophers. “An angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified.” For all they knew it might have been bad news. “But the angel
said, ‘Do not be afraid; I bring you good news of great joy for all the
people:” The response of the shepherds was to go and look.

The main constituent of their belief was wonder. So they went to look.
And as they looked, they marvelled.
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| do not normally print sermons but when | heard this one last year by Revd.
Dr. lan Meredith I thought it worth sharing, so Luther 501 not 500!

The Catholic Luther after the Reformation

There was an air of excitement in Wittenberg 501 years ago. Like
Bethlehem on the first Christmas, the population had more than doubled
with pilgrims arriving for the Patronal Festival the following day at All
Saints Church. This All Saints Day would be different as Frederick
theWise, the Elector of Saxony whose castle the church formed part of,
was going to display his 19,000 relics and had published a catalogue a bit
like a Sotheby’s sale. His collection included straw from Christ’s crib, a
strand from his beard, a nail from the cross, a twig from the burning bush,
a few of Mary’s hairs, as well as innumerable teeth and bones from the
saints. Veneration of each piece was worth 100 days release from
Purgatory, an experience not to be missed!

Frederick was proud of his new theology lecturer, for his new university.
The lecturer was Fr. Martin Luther, who had been a monk at the
Augustinian monastery at Erfurt. Luther, brilliant and witty, but of a
nervous disposition was scrupulous in his religious observance and helped
out as a parish priest. Martin was unimpressed with the relics, but was not
going to upset his patron. He noticed several parishioners had come to
Mass without having been to confession. On challenging them they
laughed and produced a document which they had bought in the town
across the River Elbe complete with a Papal seal. Martin’s face grew stern
as he read. It was authentic but like our bank notes, it =
‘promised the bearer on demand’ forgiveness of all
their sins and a fast track through Purgatory, without
any penances, let alone go to confession. He was
furious, at this cheapening of the penance and he wrote
95 points he wished to debate, in Latin, as it was not meant for the
population at large, only for scholars. The church door was the town notice
board, and here he nailed his proposal. What followed was not something
he was prepared for: his points were secretly copied and sent to the Pope.
Luther was summoned to recant and being unable to was excommunicated.
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He had not intended to split the church and start a new one, but it
happened and today almost 1 billion people or 38% of the world’s
Christian population, broadly stand in the tradition he started.

So how do | reconcile a Luther commemoration among anglo-catholics?
It’s actually an easier task that might at first appear and it is not a
contradiction, because Luther would have been nearer to the anglo-catholic
wing than we realise. Although we often see Luther as anti-catholic;
certainly anti-papist, this is not the whole story. Look at the ‘catholic’
Luther in the years after 1517. During the time when Luther was in
captivity for almost a year at the Wartburg Castle, one of his associates,
Andreas von Carlstadt was in charge of the reform at Wittenberg.
However, his fiery preaching against images of saints as idolatrous, led to
an outbreak of iconoclasm where churches and homes were plundered and
images broken or burnt. When Luther returned and saw this he was furious
and banished Carlstadt. Luther said clearly that if these things helped
people’s devotions and were aids to faith, they should not be discouraged.
He was very clear that images must not be worshipped. He had particular
devotion to the crucifix, and these were retained in Lutheran churches and
he continued to make the sign of the cross.

Luther was the only reformer who keep the title “The Mass’ all the other
reformers, including Cranmer, called it ‘The Lord’s Supper.” When asked
why he said, ‘Because it annoys the extreme Protestants.’ Luther always
maintained a devotion to the Blessed Virgin and he continued to believe in
the Immaculate Conception. He modified his beliefs by saying it was not a
doctrine proved by scripture, or required to be believed by the faithful, but
it was one he himself personally cherished.

In the earliest stirrings of the English Reformation in the 1520s, it was the
writings of Luther which got clergy and students excited at Cambridge,
which led many of them to adopt his views, young men like Tyndale who
moved to Wittenberg to study with Luther. Even Cranmer owed his
conversion to the reformed faith through Luther’s works.

As the Reformation proceeded during the reign of King Edward VI in the
1550s, the influence of Luther became less and the influence of Calvin
became greater. We see this in the switch from the Lutheran Book of
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Common Prayer of 1549 to the Calvinist revision in 1552. It was not until
the Oxford Movement of the 1830s that Luther’s views came back into the
Church of England. We live in happier times when we realise that on the
one hand at the Reformation, precious truths long lost were re-discovered,
but on the other, the baby was at times thrown out with the bath water. The
baby is returning, as we discover spiritual riches in unexpected people and
places and we thank God for our Anglican heritage which does not have to
choose, but which is like Luther, both catholic and reformed.

‘ A Christmas Creed \

| believe in Jesus Christ and in the beauty of the gospel begun in
Bethlehem.

| believe in the One whose spirit glorified a little town and whose spirit
still brings music to persons worldwide in towns both large and small.

| believe in the One for whom the inn could find no room; and | confess
that my heart still sometimes wants to exclude Christ from my life today.

| believe in the One whom the rulers of the earth ignored and the proud
could not understand.

| believe in the One who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible.

I believe in the One whose cradle was a mother’s arms, whose home had
love as its only wealth, who looked at persons and made them see what
God’s love saw in them.

| confess my ever-lasting need of God; the need of forgiveness for our
selfishness and greed, the need of new life for empty souls, the need of

love for hearts grown cold.

| believe in God who gives us the best of himself.
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ANGLICANS ON HIGH

In this book Roy Tricker guides us through the county of Suffolk, focusing on
churches which were touched by the Anglo-Catholic revival of the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries.

The book is lavishly illustrated in both colour and B&W.
HEAVEN ON EARTH

This DVD takes one on a journey through some of East Anglia’s best — and least -
known churches. Using the stunning photography of Richard Tilbrook, the witty
but informative commentary of Roy Tricker and music specially recorded by the
Horatio Singers this DVD is something to dip into time and time again.

GOD’S GIFTS FOR GOD'S PEOPLE

This fully-illustrated book, by Fr Robert Beaken, gives not only an history of the
practice of Reservation, but also lots of useful information on current practices
and legislation.

TO ORDER:  rcepercom s

(inc P&P) BOB< (saving £14)
Anglicans on High £20.00 * £25.00

Heaven on Earth £12.00
God’s Gifts for God’s People £7.00
Please send orders, (cheques payable to The Fitzwalter Press) to:

The Fitzwalter Press, 38 Lark Drive, Attleborough, Norfolk NR17 1NZ
Payment by BACS accepted. Please email fitzwalterpress@gmail.com for details

(inc P&P)
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Know Your Councillor J

As part of an on-going series of introducing Councillors to
the members, using an online interview today our
Secretary General Cllr Chris Barnett

Editor: Firstly, may | ask you about yourself. Where were you born and
where do you live now? What line of work are you employed in?

Cllr: Well Peter, 1 guess we could start with the basics, I'm 35 and born
and raised in Stoke on Trent, | have a full-time job as a shift runner at
Mcdonalds, which | work round my church work as Treasurer and Head
Server, and my Guild Roles.

Editor: Apart from your GSS and church work what are your interests?

Cllr: T don’t have as much time to myself as I would like sometimes. but
when | do | like going out and catching up with friends especially at the
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, where | have been volunteering at
times during the last few years, | suspect | will have a little less time to do
that as my Fiancée and | had our first child in October.

Editor Which Chapter do you belong to and what area do you represent?

ClIr: My local chapter is PG16-118 which is the Chapter of S. Michael and
S. Andrew covering the Stoke Area and my Council Area of PG16 covers
this and Derby, Nottingham and Burton on Trent, and now | have been
made Secretary General, | guess that means that | cover all members so if
anyone wants to invite me to a meeting, we can arrange something.

Editor: Who first introduced you to the Ministry of Serving and when?
ClIr: 1 have been involved in serving since | was about 6 years old and was
introduced to serving by Leonard Littler, who himself at one time was

Chapter Secretary for our chapter and Fr Paul Hutchinson and Fr Allan
Buik.
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Editor: When did you first become a GSS member?

Cllr: To be honest I can’t remember the exact date, it must have been the
early 90’s, I remember I was still at school, I went to the local Chapter and
paid my initial subscriptions to the Guild, so | was glad when we voted to
remove the fee for under 18’s to help encourage them to attend. | have
been involved ever since, there was a short period where our chapter was
in abeyance but | continued to attend national festivals on a regular basis.

Editor: What aims or ambitions do you have?

Cllr: Well 1 guess my main ambition is to do the best job | can with
whatever | do, | am looking forward to the new challenges in my life, not
least of which is my new role with the Guild.

Editor: Have you any suggestions for the smooth running of the Guild?

ClIr: As | settle into the role of Secretary General and realise just how
much work is involved in running an organisation on this scale, the more |
appreciate what an outstanding job Terry Doughty did during his years as
Secretary General keeping things on the straight and narrow, | just hope
with the help of the Warden, Trustees, Council and our members we can
keep the Guild moving forward for years to come.

Editor: Thank you Chris and we all wish you well in your role as Secretary

General.
Christmas Coins

That coin in your Christmas pudding is a
tradition, which dates from the Middle
Ages, that time the coins put into the
Christmas puddings were always silver. It
Is believed that the first coins used were
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silver farthings or pennies. The tradition progressed through the centuries
and fashions changed. After World War One, it became a threepenny bit
and then a sixpence that was placed in the pudding and very occasionally a
silver 3d or 4d piece. Finding one of these coins was supposed to bring
you good fortune, but probably more likely to break a tooth as you bit into
the pudding.

Today we now pay for most things with plastic or by tapping a mobile
telephone. In future will people put old credit cards or phones in their
Christmas pudding? | really do hope not.

Other coins ‘appear’ at this time of year. Chocolate coins are traditionally
given to children at Christmas time and especially in the Jewish tradition
during Hanukkah. It is said that one night Saint Nicholas himself climbed
on a roof and threw a purse of money down a chimney, which landed in a
pair of stockings that a little girl had hung up to dry. All I can say is that
must have been a very lucky shot or a jolly good throw!

Father Christmas is as old as Europe. Once he was Woden, lashing his
reindeer through the darkness of northern midwinter. Then he encountered
the Church, and She transformed him into a saint, the much-loved
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra (in south-west Turkey) in the fourth century. S.
Nicholas became the patron saint of children, and was given 6" December
as his day. Since the 6th century S. Nicholas has been venerated in both
East and West, though virtually nothing is known of his life. Some believe
he may have been one of the fathers at the Council of Nicea (325),
imprisoned during the Emperor Diocletian’s persecution.

According to legend, Nicholas was an extremely generous man. He
revived three schoolboys murdered by an innkeeper in a tub of pickles. He
rescued three young women from prostitution by giving their poverty-
stricken father three bags of gold. (Hence the use of three gold balls as the
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pawnbroker’s signs.) Over the centuries many, including children, sailors,
unmarried girls, pawnbrokers and moneylenders have claimed him as their
patron. Perhaps it was on account of S Nicholas’ generosity that in recent
centuries children began to write little notes sometime before 6%
December, to tell him about the toys they specially wanted. These notes
were then left on the windowsill at night or else on a ledge in the chimney.

But S. Nicholas Day was in the period before Christmas and after a while
his activities were moved towards that day. In Bavaria the children still left
their notes on the window sill, but they addressed them to Liebes
Christkind - Krishkinkle and the saint’s part was to deliver the letters in
heaven. The most popular result of the cult of S. Nicholas has been the
institution of Santa Claus. He is based on Nicholas’ patronage of children
and the custom in the Low Countries of giving presents on his feast day.
Santa Claus has reached his zenith in America, where the Dutch
Protestants of New Amsterdam (New York) united to it Nordic folklore
legends of a magician who both punished naughty children and rewarded
good ones with presents.

But where did Christmas stockings come from?

No one is really sure, but a story is told that Bishop Nicholas may have
started the custom by accident. We know, from the above that he came
from a wealthy family and had a generous heart. One story told is that as
Christmas approached one year, he wanted to help a poor family whom he
knew, but he did not want them to know it was him. So, he climbed up on
their roof on Christmas Eve and dropped some coins down the chimney.
The next morning the coins, to the great surprise of the family, were found

lodged in the
stockingd{\dﬁ\ I __,4,.4:/% the ladies,
who had “=—= d @ hung them to dry
by the == — fire the night
before. Yy Q Every year after
that they put ) their stockings out, in the
hope that some more money would fall into them. They told the story of
this amazing appearance to their friends and neighbours, and the custom
caught on. However, how true is this story as there are dozens of others all
claiming to be the origin of the Christmas Stocking.
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The following was found in a tiny church in Scotland —

“Whether visitor or member here,
Please don’t simply disappear.
At service end, we like to stay

To hear what others have to say.
To drink a cup (or two or three)

Of tea or coffee — or juice maybe.

We recognise when time is tight,
It’s all too easy to take flight.

But if a moment you can spare,
Please stay with us, so we can share
Your joys and worries, fears and cares,
And in return you’ll have our prayers.
When onward you must go, we say
Please do come back another day”.

A Man of God

Today | met a man of God. Picture the setting......in a church, a chapel.
He's the incumbent or curate, or church warden or lay assistant or church
worker, a gifted teacher or a miracle worker. Actually, no. None of these.

The setting was different. It's in a smart office in a new modern Business

Park. A nice office in a well kept office block with BMWs and Mercedes

Q parked outside and a polite receptionist who flicks a

switch and announces my arrival. Here he comes to meet

me. Every inch a business man. Well-dressed in his smart

“ business suit, matching shirt and tie. He gives me a warm

welcome, coffee arrives, family news is shared,

fellowship is immediate, partnership possibilities are discussed (his

generosity is legendary), we pray, his prayer is for the lost, the poor, the
displaced. As I leave | feel blessed, encouraged and deeply impressed
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by a man, mature in his faith who knows he is where God wants him to be
and doing what God gifted him to do. His type are very special. Christian
businessmen and businesswomen who have the steady hand needed to hold
the full cup of success and whose hearts God has filled with generosity.

Thank you, Lord, for godly men and women who inhabit the business
world and are our special partners in taking the Good News of the
Christian message to the poor of our world.

The Winter Solstice

A Midwinter festival has been a part of life since pre-Christian times.
When the hours of daylight are fewest, the warmth of the sun weakest, and
life itself seemingly at a standstill, our ancestors, the pagan peoples of
Europe and Western Asia, kept festival by lighting bonfires and decorating
their buildings with evergreens.

Perhaps they believed that the dying sun could be revived by fire, and the
life of the buried seed assured by evergreen branches. With the advent of
Christianity, the Spring gods became identified with Christ and the
birthday of the sun with the birthday of the Light of the World.

The early church father Tertullian did not approve of Christmas
decorations. “Let those who have no light in themselves light candles!...
You are the light of the world, you are the tree ever green....” But by the
time of S. Gregory and S. Augustine, four centuries later, this had
changed. Pope Gregory instructed Augustine not to worry about harmless
outward customs, as long as the right God be worshipped through them.
And so many Anglo-Saxon customs were never discarded, but simply
endowed with a new significance.

By 1598 John Stow of London wrote how: “Against the feast of
Christmas, every man’s house, as also their parish churches, were decked
with holme, ivie, bayes, and whatsoever the season of the yeare afforded to
be greene.”
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Is it You?
A message from the Treasurer General:- Are YOU one of
the Guild Members who have not paid their Annual
Subscription so far this year? Soon 2019 will also be due.

It is just not Christmas without Christ!

Can | share with you this short article that | came across in a Parish
Magazine whilst | have been on my travels. The short article was entitled *
It’s not Christmas without Christ!’

Christmas is a wonderful time of promise. We all look forward to the big
day anticipating the presents, the food, our family and the fun and laughter
we will have all of which is our expressions of love. It is the promise of
celebration, reflection, thanksgiving and new beginnings. It is when God
fulfils his promise to us and all humanity.

God intervenes in human history in the most unexpected ways. As we
know his plan to save humanity was to be born in humble circumstances as
a vulnerable child. In Jesus, God fulfilled his promises and offered new
life for everyone.

For many of us, too often Christmas can be a challenging time. The
trauma, for some, of cooking the Christmas dinner or the cost of Christmas
which can be really eye watering for some! The ever-increasing lists of
things to buy and cards to send for a “perfect Christmas” can really make a
hole in the wallet or purse. Equally, the pressures of travelling to see
distant family or to participate in celebratory events can become quite
exhausting. Yet, despite it all, Christmas has at its very heart, a deep-
rooted joy that cannot be shaken. The promise made good by God in Jesus
changes lives, communities and nations. Through Jesus, God has invited

us to participate in his new kingdom where there is hope, peace and joy.
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This divine baby bundle that is born as a special gift to humanity, has the
power to restore human life to its full and richest potential. So, this
Christmas, hold on to the good news of Jesus. Don’t allow the pressures of
the season to distract your attention from God’s promise to you in him. As
we all celebrate his birth and God’s presence with us, drink in his
intoxicating love and celebrate with all your strength. Jesus is born in

Bethlehem!
S. Nicholas, Moreton

S. Nicholas, the parish church at Moreton, Dorset, England is known for
its thirteen plain glass windows which have been engraved by the poet and
artist Sir Laurence Whistler. The churches other claim to fame is that T. E.
Lawrence (“Lawrence of Arabia”) was buried in the separate churchyard.

In 1490 the church's orlglnal dedication to S. Magnus the Martyr was
g - changed toS. Nicholas. The church
was rebuilt in the 18th century, reusing
its medieval foundations. This was
financed by the Frampton family, who
lived in the nearby manor house. T. E.
Lawrence who died in 1935, was a
cousin of the Frampton family and had
been a frequent visitor to their home,
- - =i Okers Wood House. Lawrence's mother
arranged with the Framptons to have him buried in their family plot in the
separate  burial ground. Mourners included Winston and Clementine
Churchill, E. M. Forster and also Lawrence's youngest brother Arnold.

In 1940, the church suffered a direct hit from a German bomb, and was
largely destroyed. It was rebuilt over the following decade, but the stained
glass windows were replaced with plain green glass, which was not liked
by the congregation so Laurence Whistler was commissioned to provide
engraved glass replacements, and after making twelve, he offered to make
and donate the thirteenth with a design on the theme of Forgiveness
featuring Judas. The offer was declined, but he made the window
anyway. After being displayed in a local museum, it was eventually
installed - on the outside of the church (as the artist intended) - in 2014.

A unique church well worth a visit, there is also a tea room nearby.
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[ Mumming ]

For hundreds of years people have performed the traditional Mumming or
Mummers Plays usually just before or near Christmas. The play is simple
and features S. George, a Turkish knight, a doctor, Father Christmas or a
presenter, a man dressed as a horse and a musician originally playing pipe
and tabor now a concertina or accordion. There are occasional, regional
variations and a few extra characters with walk on parts. In ancient prints
there are more animal costumes than in present day productions - the horse
IS sometimes a ram or even a dragon. No one knows how old the play is as
it was passed down by word of mouth. The first written mention is in

- . R 1296, although there are Ye Olde
® English Mumming Plays a traditional
A | Christmas highlight in much earlier
4 paintings, prints and engravings.

¢ Usually Father Christmas or the

‘2 presenter clears a space for the play
%0 with a broom and a short-spoken
%27 introduction in rhyming couplets. S.
George then enters the cleared space and introduces himself. He is then
followed by the Turkish knight who, after threats and some histrionics,
challenges S. George to a fight in which S. George is killed by the cheating
and devious Turk. A distressed Father Christmas asks what can be done
and the doctor who produces a magic potion arrives on the scene and S.
George is miraculously revived.

Other characters may then appear followed by the horse who after an
introduction dances a jig. A song is sung and a collection is made and the
performance ends. The play is about death and resurrection, a retelling of
the Christ story with a noble S. George and an evil Turk revealing the
medieval fear of Turkish and Muslim expansion and threat to Christian
Europe. Throughout history there are many mentions of the Mumming
Play, it was particularly popular in the 18th century and there are many
reports of it in the 19th century. Most performances today are by
revivalists usually associated with Morris teams, although there are a few
older plays with very long histories such as the Marshfield Mummers in
Gloucestershire who have been performing the play annually for over 400

years with only a short break in the 19th century due to an outbreak of flu.
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THE LAST LAUGH:

A man and woman had been married for more than
60 years. They always shared everything together.
They had talked about everything. They had kept
no secrets from each other, except that the wife had
an old shoe box hidden on the top of her wardrobe that she had cautioned
her husband never to open or to ask her about. For all those years he had
never thought about the box, but one day the old lady got very sick and the
doctor said she would never recover.

In trying to sort out their affairs before she died, her husband took down
the shoebox and took it to his wife’s bedside. She agreed that it was time
that he should know what was in the box. When he opened it, he found
two crocheted dolls and a stack of money totalling over £25,000. He asked
her about the contents. “When we were married,” she said, “my
grandmother told me the secret of a happy marriage was never to argue.
She told me that if | ever got angry with you, | should just keep quiet and

crochet a doll”.

He was so moved he had to fight back the tears. Only two precious dolls
were in the box. She had only been angry with him twice in all those years
of living and loving. He almost burst with happiness. “Darling,” he said,
“That explains the dolls, but what about all this money? Where did it all
come from?” “Oh,” she said, “That’s the money I made from selling the
dolls.”

The Guild Collect

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, to us Thy servants, the spirit of
holy fear: that we, following the example of Thy holy child Samuel, may
faithfully minister before Thee in Thy Sanctuary; through Jesus Christ Thy
Son our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy
Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.

34



The Candidates for Ordination Fund may be able to help.

Are you a man considering Ordination?
Have you been a full member for over two years?

. If both answers are yes, the CQF could assist yo th an annual g t.
b | : Apply in thi flrst instance to -

Fund A inistrator Bro. Colin Squires whaos address IS in
_thefront of this magazine A
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