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Items for publication should be sent or Emailed  

by the second Saturday of January, April, July and October 

The opinions expressed within this magazine are the opinions of the  

authors and not necessarily those of the Guild.  
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Reverend Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,  

 

Firstly, a look at Guild business. Our Honorary Treasurer, 

Grand Councillor Nigel Makepeace, gave notice two Annual Meetings ago 

that he would only stand for two years. Come this Easter that two years are 

up and he wishes to stand down. Is there any qualified accountant or 

bookkeeper amongst our membership who would be willing to take this 

position? If so please contact me and I will pass your names on. 

 

oOo 

 

The gift that Christians will give our country this Christmas is that well 

over a million of us, ordained and lay, will  be working to prepare their 

own unique Christmas gift to the nation. Our cathedrals and thousands of 

churches will welcome hundreds of thousands of people who are not usual 

church-goers, and who may have little faith; but for whom, Christmas is 

still a time to go back to church, to sing the carols, and hear once again the 

story of the birth of Jesus Christ.  And that is not all. Not only do 

Christians provide a way for national worship and celebration of the 

coming of the Prince of Peace each year they show His love in very 

practical ways. When a national newspaper asked a representative of every 

diocese to say just what their church did of service to anybody else at 

Christmas the response was overwhelming: night shelters, food banks, 

credit unions, legal advice, housing trusts, street patrols and support 

groups, not forgetting the provision of thousands of meals for the lonely 

and homeless over the Christmas break. Reverend Fathers, Brothers and 

Sisters we are the lucky ones. We all know and feel the love of God and 

the benefits of belonging. Can we, for a time this Christmas, just take a 

few minutes out from our busy lives before serving and think and pray and 

maybe help someone less fortunate than ourselves. 

 

A blessed and peaceful Christmas to you all.   

Peter 

From the Editorsô Desk 
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We pray for all our departed members.                                                                                                 

May they rest in peace and rise in Glory. 

 

Amen 

  

We pray for all our members 

and their families everywhere 

and especially for those who 

are preparing for new challenges within their life. We 

remember all past members and their families and all those 

who work, or volunteer, within any sphere of the Guild. 

 

Amen   

 

 

 

 

S. Maryôs church on Walney Island, which is at the far end of Morecambe 

Bay, is one of only three official burial grounds in the modern Barrow-in-

Furness area and contains 4511 internments. Although there are one or two 

locally famous individuals buried within the graveyard there has, for some  

The Directory 

The Chantry Book 
 

    Who was Mona? 
Who was Mona? 

My apologies, but it has been             

necessary for the Guild Directory                          

section of this magazine to be                                 

held over until the forthcoming                                   

Spring Edition.   
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time, been much speculation about one particular plot. The question is who 

is the occupant of the grave marked 

by the simple wooden cross at the 

foot of the church yard that has 

nothing more than the inscription 

'MONA' on it?  

The speculation, which is especially 

rife amongst the local school 

children, is that it stands for 'Man 

of No abode'. However, the truth is far simpler. This is the grave of 'Mona 

Ward', a thirty-year old Walney girl who was buried there on the 16th 

August 1939 and whose family still live on  the island to this day.  

Founded in 1577, Walney Islandôs first óchapel-of-easeô on the site was 

built at a time when the island was part of the parish of Dalton-in-Furness. 

An original Elizabethan chapel was rebuilt at the end of the 17th century. It 

was during the 17th century that the area had achieved independent  

óparishô status. However, the chapel fell into disrepair and the deterioration 

forced it to be demolished and replaced with another building in 1852. The 

present church is at 

least the third one, 

on record, to be 

built within these 

boundaries, the 

foundation stone 

was laid in 1907,  

but the building 

was not completed 

until the mid- 

1930s. The ófourô 

corner stones of its 

predecessor are 

believed to remain as testament to its existence one of which can still be 

seen today. 

In the background of the old picture above can be seen the cranes and 

chimneys marking out the area of the ship building industry which was, for 

many years, the lifeblood of Barrow-in-Furness across the bay. 
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It is to the wonderful words in Lukeôs gospel that many Christians turn as 

the year draws to a close and Christmas 

approaches, for it is to Luke that we owe the 

fullest account of the nativity.  

Luke alone tells us the story of Mary and the 

angelôs visit to her and has thus given us and the 

Church the Magnificat of Mary.  

Luke alone tells us the story of Simeonôs hymn 

of praise, thus giving us the Nunc Dimittis. Can 

you imagine an Anglican evensong without the 

Nunc Dimittis?  

Luke alone tells us the story of how the angels appeared to the shepherds 

in the hills and how the shepherds then came down and visited the infant 

Jesus.  

So, imagine Christmas cards and nativity scenes every year without the 

shepherds arriving to visit baby Jesus. Imagine school nativity plays 

without our children dressed as shepherds or sheep.  

So, thank you, Luke! What makes it amazing is that Luke was not a Jew!  

The man who wrote the fullest nativity story and indeed more of the New 

Testament than any other single person, was a Gentile!  

 

 

 

 

What exactly was it? This has been the argument for centuries! No 

scientific theory has ever gained common acceptance. Some speculate that 

it might have been a conjunction of Jupiter and Halleyôs Comet. But if the  

 

Star of Bethlehem 

A Vitally Important Gentile  
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Star of Bethlehem was anything as mundane as that, it may well have 

excited the interest of the Gentile wise men (óthe Magiô) from the East, but 

it would hardly have caused them to make a 300-mile journey to 

investigate further. These Magi would not have benefited from the 

privileges of Judaism or its Scriptures, but it is very likely that they knew 

some prophecy uttered centuries earlier ï by another Gentile, Balaam, 

from their own area near the Euphrates. ñA star will come out of Jacob; a 

sceptre will rise out of Israelò. Further lines predicted the widespread rule 

of this coming Individual. So, it was no wonder that when this new and 

miraculously unique star appeared, remembrance of the prophecy surfaced.  

The Magi followed the star not because of anything to do with horoscopes 

or divination. They were simply responding to God-given revelation and 

they persisted in their search. For although 

Herodôs religious advisors checked the 

prophecy that Israelôs future Ruler would be 

from Bethlehem - none of them thought it 

important enough to make the seven-mile 

journey.  

What identifies the Magi as being The Wise 

Men was their supreme desire to find and 

worship the Child of the Manger. God sent a 

star to mark the birth of Jesus in a way that had 

never happened before and would never ever happen again.  

It was a unique star to herald the beginning of a unique life that changed 

the course of world history.  

Throughout the life of Jesus, we find other God-given and miraculous 

phenomena. These all came at various significant stages of Jesusô work 

here on Earth.  

What were those phenomena? As well as the angelic choir singing and star 

of Bethlehem appearing at his birth, there was also the dove which rose up 

at his Baptism, the  bright transcendent light at the Transfiguration, the 

midday darkness and earthquake at his Crucifixion, the visible angels in 

the garden at his Resurrection, the receiving cloud at his Ascension, and 

the flames and wind at the giving of the Holy Spirit.  
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I was really honoured to be invited as the preacher and 

celebrant for the Patronal Festival at S. Peters, 

Stockport. A church that has maintained the Catholic 

faith and in spite of there being no parish priest for a 

number of years the faithful keep witnessing in this 

city centre church. As always the welcome was warm 

and friendly and I was even treated with the rest of the 

congregation to a delightful buffet, courtesy of 

Waitrose (thereôs posh for you!)  At the Mass there 

were two long standing Guild members celebrating 

anniversaries and this photograph of me and Mr 

Copage acts a wonderful reminder of that momentous 

occasion. He has been a Guild member for longer than 

I have been born, and that both humbled and 

challenged me to think about the faithfulness of so 

many who belong to our organisations. 

 

 
In a subsequent conversation with Peter Keat he said 

that he was number 128 on the roll and has been a 

member since 1962, so anybody whose membership is  
 

The Wardens Words 
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above his is celebrating even more years of service.  

I wonder if you are one of those people? It would be 

really lovely to hear some of your memories of GSS 

in the past.  What prompted you to join the Guild?  

What sustains you to this present day? I certainly 

know from my own priestly ministry staying almost 

20 years in the same parish.  So many joys and 

challenges. The joys were getting to know people 

with in the community very well, and even seeing 

some of those whose babies I have baptised coming 

later for marriage and being able to perform both 

sacraments.  The challenges were of course trying to 

keep things fresh and energised.  The temptation is 

always to think of the Eucharist just as another task 

to perform, and yet we all need constantly to be 

reminded of the amazing privilege we have standing 

by the altar in the holy sanctuary.  

 

One of the things that refreshed and renewed me was 

when I received a curate and I found myself being 

ministered to, sitting in the congregation for Mass 

provided me with a special opportunity to be fed and 

to receive rather than give.  In your own spiritual life 

and discipline do you make sure there are chances 

for you to do ñnothingò but simply worship.  I say 

that because not only can it become part of our 

routine to serve, it can if we are not careful, easil y 

become a distraction to our own spirituality.  It is a 

bit like driving.  I wonder if like me there are drivers 

out there who sometimes reflect on moving from A 

to B with very little memory of the actual journey. 
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As well as giving thanks for the faithful ministry of 

those brothers and sisters who have been members 

of the Guild for so many years the thing that 

constantly gives me joy is seeing the membership 

constantly being renewed by new members.  If we 

want GSS to survive for the future then those of us 

who are long standing members need to devise 

ways in which we can not only attract new people 

to the Guild but retain them. 

 

This sometimes means taking the humbler part. I 

wonder if like me you are often challenged by John 

the Baptistôs witness when he came close to Christ 

and was able to say ñHe must increase, I must 

decrease.ò  Hopefully none of us feel threatened by 

new members but excited and renewed. 

 

So, my heartfelt congratulations go to Mr Copage 

and all those other members who celebrate their 

anniversaries around this time, and my challenge to 

us all is to not only find ways in which our own 

services are refreshed and renewed, but ways in 

which we can encourage further expansion and 

growth of the Guild. 

 

Fr. Darren 
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Scottish Guild of Servers: On 8th September the Scottish Guild of 

Servers held their Annual Festival and Annual General Meeting; 

appropriately enough this was their 90th anniversary and the meeting was 

held in the same church, S. Brides, Hyndland, Glasgow, as where their 

founder the Revd. Charles Wood, held the first Scottish Guild of Servers 

meeting. Around fifty  members, priests and supporters attended this years 

meeting. The day began with Mass with their Warden, the Revd. Can. 

Jeremy Paisley, celebrating and at which the Revd Wolstenholme 

preached. This was then followed by the admission of five new members. 

The service was followed by an excellent buffet lunch and good 

fellowship, after which the Annual Meeting took place and here we 

learned of the Forward Plan for the SGS and the plans for a Training Day. 

At the end of the meeting Can. Paisley stood down as Warden after seven 

years of faithful years of service and a new Warden was appointed. The 

day then ended with Benediction.  

 

S. Joseph of Arimathaea, Portsmouth: Many of our Chapter members 

were unavailable for a full Chapter meeting in July so a few of us met in 

our Chaplains house for an informal evening, giving us a chance to talk 

things over. We do not meet in August but held our Patronal Festival in 

September in probably the largest parish church in the diocese, S. Maryôs 

Portsea. Here Fr. Bob White celebrated assisted by his new curate. Fr. Bob 

also preached an excellent sermon, unfortunately our numbers were fairly 

low that evening. 

 

S. Joseph the Foster Father, Isle of Wight: On the 9th October eleven 

members and supporters met, as usual, in the church of S. Saviour on the 

Cliff in Shanklin on the Isle of Wight, to sing the Guild Office and the 

Angelus. Having discovered that evening that the Chapter will be 

celebrating 80 since its foundation next year the Chapter Secretary was 

asked to investigate if some form of celebration could be arranged to mark 

the occasion.  

 

News from the Chapters 
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S. Kilda, Australia : Greetings from All Saints, East Street, St. Kilda. On  

2nd September Bishop John, the Bishop of the Murray Region is pictured 

with two newly Baptised and four newly Confirmed young people along 

with the Chapter members. It was a great day for the parish! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S. Chad, Coventry: We joined the Leicester Chapter for an Assumption 

Mass on Wednesday 15th August at All Saints, Scraptoft. The Celebrant 

and Preacher was Fr. Phillip OôReilly. Our serving team was again on duty 

for a Mass on Saturday 8th September at S. Lukeôs, Holbrooks, Coventry. 

This was a meeting of the Coventry Cell of Our Lady of Walsingham. The 

Concelebrants were Fr. Simon Oakes and Fr. Dexter Bracey. 

 

S. Osmund and S. Swithun, Bournemouth: On 12th July the Chapter 

held its annual Summer Festival Mass at the Church of the Ascension, 

Woodlands in Dorset. The church is situated in the Cranborne Chase area 

and has a stained-glass window dedicated to the Guild. The Celebrant was 

Fr. Robin Nash and the Mass was well attended with good fellowship 

afterwards. On 5th September the Chapter met at All Saints church, 

Southbourne in Bournemouth to sing the Guild Office which was led by 

our Chaplain, Fr. Barry Fry. At this meeting Brother Kenneth Dover and 

Sister Geraldine Danern were admitted as Full Members and Sister Diane 

Wright as a Probationer. 
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The Incarnate Word with SS Alban and Edward. On 25th September we 

met at S. George's Hanworth, a far outpost, from our main area and sang 

the Guild Office. Fr Paul Williamson, the Parish Priest gave an Address on 

the vocation of Christians to lead a Christ-like life and as it was Embertide, 

also to consider vocation to the sacred Priesthood. Benediction (in Latin) 

was sung with much joy and verve, followed by the 'censing of the statue 

of Our Lady of Walsingham, and the singing of 'Salve Regina'. 18 attended 

and there were 9 apologies, but those present much 

enjoyed the Office and the Devotions and surprised 

themselves at managing the Latin! Afterwards a good 

Reception was provided by Fr Paul. Members suggested 

that the visit be made annually to support the five 

members here and the two ordinands who are members. 

Other chapter meetings we have throughout the year, 

take place, including the churches of - All Saints' South 

Wimbledon; All Saints' Benhilton, Sutton; St. James' 

New Malden; St John the Baptist Wimbledon" 
 

S 

I found this in a Roman Catholic publication 
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January 

 
1    The naming and Circumcision of Jesus. Peace on Earth. 

2     All Guild members and Priest Associates. 

3     The Warden. Fr. Darren Smith. 

4     The Warden Emeritus, Fr. J. David Moore. 

5     Secretary General Membership Secretary Councillor Chris Barnett. 

6     The Epiphany. The Orthodox Church. 

7     Treasurer General, Nigel Makepeace. 

8     Server Editor, Writers and distributors. 

9     Honorary Councillors. 

10   General Council and all members. 

11   For all Bishops, Priests, Deacons and Lay workers. 

12   Candidates for Ordination. 

13   2nd Sunday of Epiphany. Baptism of Christ. 

14   COF administrator Cllr Colin Squires and Chaplain Fr. Darren Smith. 

15   H.M. Forces and Lone members. 

16   Thanksgiving for members who have given over 50 years' service. 

17   For all members whose chapters are in abeyance. 

18   Week of Prayer for Christian Unity until 25th. 

19   For all bereaved and their families. 

20   3rd Sunday of Epiphany. Christian Unity. 

21   Diocese of London. 

22   London Group 1/2 North/East/West. Cllr John Donovan. 

23   PG  1/83 S.Hugh of Lincoln, Hackney. 

24   For the work of hospital Chaplains and voluntary chaplaincy visitors. 

25   The Conversion of Paul. Are we converted? 

26   Timothy and Titus. Companions of Paul. 

27   4th Sunday of Epiphany. For those alone give them peace. 

28   For all retired Priests and pastoral visitors. 

29   For all Lay and Eucharistic Ministers. 

30   For all those in monastic life. 

31   Our Lady of Willesden & S.Mellitus. NW6.   

 

 

Cycle of Prayer 
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February 
 

 1    Our Lady of Walsingham & S. Alban, Wembley. 

 2    Candlemas. May we be lights to lighten the world. 

 3    5th before Lent. That we may see the signs of Your Glory.   

 4    Diocese of London. 

 5    London Group 3 Lone members worldwide. Grand Councillor                                  

Terry Doughty. 

 6    Her Majesty The Queen. Defender of the Faith. 

 7    Diocese of Southwark. 

 8    London Group 4 London/Westminster & parts of Essex. 

 9    London Group 5/6 Cllr Michael Rogerson. 

10   4th before Lent. Remembering all those who work and have to live            

away from home 

11   5/85  The Incarnate Word with S. Alban & s. Edward. East Surrey. 

12   6/48 Epiphany. Croydon Area. 

13   Diocese of Guildford. 

14   Provincial Group 1/2 West/East Kent. Cllr Barry Kinnersley. 

15   S.Augustine of Canterbury, Sittingbourne, Isle of Sheppey. 

16   S.Cyprian Rochester, Chatham, Strood, Gravesend. 

17   3rd before Lent. For those who feel unloved and unwanted. 

18   S. Justus, Orpington. 

19   Diocese of Rochester. 

20   All Souls Whitstable, Canterbury, Herne Bay. 

21   Diocese & Province of Canterbury and Other Anglican Provinces 

       Throughout the World. 

22   Thinking Day. All youth organisations and their helpers throughout             

the World 

23   Pray for our General Council Officers & Cllrs as they meet in the  

       new ACS headquarters in Birmingham 

24   2nd before Lent. Keep us steadfast in the Faith. 

25   Matthias The Apostle (transferred from 24th) Let us hear the good news. 

26   Our Catholic Heritage and all those who, today, help preserve our                          

Catholic faith. 

27   S. Mildred of Thanet, Margate. 

28   For all those looking for work give them hope. 
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March 

 

 1    S. David. The Church in Wales. 

 2    The Provinces of Canterbury and York. 

 3     Next before Lent. The wonders of Your Creation. 

 4     Provincial Group 3 Sussex. Cllr John Holden. 

 5     The Holy Resurrection, Brighton. 

 6     Ash Wednesday. Repentance for our sins and faults. 

 7     3/163 S.Phillip & S. Richard, Worthing. 

 8     Edward King. Bishop of Lincoln. 1910 

 9     S. Wilfrid, Eastbourne. 

 10   Lent 1 For our communities who teach and guide others. 

 11   Diocese of Chichester. 

 12   Provincial Group 4 Grand Cllr Peter Keat. Hampshire/West Sussex. 

 13   4/92 S.Joseph of Arimathaea, Portsmouth. 

 14   4/94 S.Joseph the Foster Father. Isle of Wight. 

 15    4/144 Our Lady & S.Richard. Bognor Area. 

 16    Diocese of Portsmouth. 

 17    Lent 2 For faithfulness in following where Christ led. 

 18    S.Patrick the Apostle to the Irish (Tfr from 17th) 

 19    S.Joseph of Nazareth. For Our Fathers. 

 20    S. Cuthbert. For all missionaries. 

 21    Thomas Cranmer Archbishop of Canterbury Martyr 1556. 

 22    We give thanks for all organists and choirs. 

 23    Diocese of Winchester. 

 24    Lent 3 For true wisdom to all in authority.  

 25    Annunciation of Our Lord.Pray for us O Holy Mother of God. 

 26    We pray for members who are unwell. Give them strength. 

 27    Diocese of Salisbury. 

 28    For peace in the troubled places of the world. 

 29    For all past members the the Guild. 

 30    Strengthen the hope and love that belongs to Christian people. 

31   Lent 4.  Mothering Sunday. Our own Mothers. Our Lady                                

and Mother Church 

 
Corrections, omissions and suggestions to:  Angela Mc Mullen,                                                   

46 Field House Road,  Humberston, Grimsby, DN36 4UJ.                                               

Tel: (01472) 210596  sizzlebeth04@gmail.com 

mailto:sizzlebeth04@gmail.com
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Saturday 12th January 

 

London Area Epiphany Festival 

Holy Trinity, Shepherdess Walk, Hoxton 

11.55 Angelus.   Noon Mass.                                                   

3.00pm Guild Office 

 

Guild Easter Festival & Guild AGM 

Saturday 27th April 2019 

S. Stephenôs, Gloucester Road,                                                           

London, SW7 4RL. 

 

High Mass 12.00 hot lunch (donations appreciated) 

2.30 AGM followed by Guild Office, Procession and 

Benediction 

Guild Autumn Festival 2019  
 

Saturday 12th October 2019 

S. Germanôs Church,  

Star Street,  

Cardiff, CF24 0JY. 

 

Noon Solemn Mass ïCouncillors and clergy please robe 

2.30 pm Solemn Guild Office Procession & Benediction 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Guild Diary  
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Guild Shop  
Clothing and Accessories Price Lists 

Clothing 

     Please add £5 for Postage 

 

 

         Shirts                                 Long sleeve £28.00       Short sleeve £25.00 

    Holdall £25.00                                                    Canvas Tote bag £7.50 

    Polo Shirts £15.00                                                Drawstring bag £7.50 

    Fleece £30.00                                                  Hooded Jacket £25.00                                             

    Sweatshirt                          V-neck £20.00              Round neck £20.00 

 

 Other Accessories 

 

             Guild Office & Ceremonial A5 Laminated £3.00 A4 Laminated £4.      

             Key Rings 50p                                                 Pen 50p 

             Organ Music £1.50                                          Lapel Pin £2.00 

             Prayer cards £0.50                                      Embroidered Patch £5.00 

             Tie with Emblem £8.50                                   Cufflinks £22.50 

 

 

 
 

Contact: Chris Barnett 

40 Heath Street, Goldenhill, Stoke on Trent, ST6 5RZ. 

pg16-118@live.co.uk; 07914450992 or gss.secretarygeneral@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:pg16-118@live.co.uk
mailto:gss.secretarygeneral@gmail.com
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Having looked at the Star of Bethlehem earlier, what about the Shepherds? 

 

Shepherds in first century Palestine would have been used to nature: star-

lit nights, cold and heat, storm and calm, and the unwelcome attention of 

predators, both animal and human. They would have been more aware 

than us of dependency on the seasons, and more 

respectful of the precarious nature of existence.  

Fear, as well as appreciation, would have shaped 

their religious lives and some think the 

shepherds near Bethlehem may have been 

guarding sheep for the Jerusalem Temple for use 

in Temple rituals. The kind of work shepherds 

did and the hours they had to keep barred them 

from orthodox religious observance; they were regarded as uncouth and 

untrustworthy. It was typical of S. Luke (the only New Testament writer to 

refer to the shepherds) to put them in the forefront of the story. Luke is the 

writer who favours the underdog: tax collectors, sinners, women, old and 

poor people and non-Jews all figure favourably in his account. He sets 

before us shepherds as the first Christmas worshippers.  

Wonder is the prime ingredient of worship and we need to recover it and 

use it but it takes practice. It is not fear in the sense of feeling scared, but 

rather an awe-struck sense of amazement that the ordinary is rather more 

extraordinary than the extraordinary. So, in the story of heaven-come-to-

earth of divinity in a cowshed, it is the shepherds who receive the 

revelation. Not priests, rulers or philosophers. ñAn angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified.ò For all they knew it might have been bad news. ñBut the angel 

said, óDo not be afraid; I bring you good news of great joy for all the 

people:ò The response of the shepherds was to go and look.  

The main constituent of their belief was wonder. So they went to look. 

And as they looked, they marvelled.  

 

The Shepherds in the Fields 
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I do not normally print sermons but when I heard this one last year by Revd. 

Dr. Ian Meredith I thought it worth sharing, so Luther 501 not 500! 

        The Catholic Luther after the Reformat ion  
There was an air of excitement in Wittenberg 501 years ago. Like 

Bethlehem on the first Christmas, the population had more than doubled 

with pilgrims arriving for the Patronal Festival the following day at All 

Saints Church. This All Saints Day would be different as Frederick 

theWise, the Elector of Saxony whose castle the church formed part of, 

was going to display his 19,000 relics and had published a catalogue a bit 

like a Sothebyôs sale. His collection included straw from Christôs crib, a 

strand from his beard, a nail from the cross, a twig from the burning bush, 

a few of Maryôs hairs, as well as innumerable teeth and bones from the 

saints. Veneration of each piece was worth 100 days release from 

Purgatory, an experience not to be missed!  

 

Frederick was proud of his new theology lecturer, for his new university. 

The lecturer was Fr. Martin Luther, who had been a monk at the 

Augustinian monastery at Erfurt. Luther, brilliant and witty, but of a 

nervous disposition was scrupulous in his religious observance and helped 

out as a parish priest. Martin was unimpressed with the relics, but was not 

going to upset his patron. He noticed several parishioners had come to 

Mass without having been to confession. On challenging them they 

laughed and produced a document which they had bought in the town 

across the River Elbe complete with a Papal seal. Martinôs face grew stern 

as he read. It was authentic but like our bank notes, it 

ópromised the bearer on demandô forgiveness of all 

their sins and a fast track through Purgatory, without 

any penances, let alone go to confession. He was 

furious, at this cheapening of the penance and he wrote 

95 points he wished to debate, in Latin, as it was not meant for the 

population at large, only for scholars. The church door was the town notice 

board, and here he nailed his proposal. What followed was not something 

he was prepared for: his points were secretly copied and sent to the Pope. 

Luther was summoned to recant and being unable to was excommunicated.   

Luther 501 
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He had not intended to split the church and start a new one, but it 

happened and today almost 1 billion people or 38% of the worldôs 

Christian population, broadly stand in the tradition he started. 

 

So how do I reconcile a Luther commemoration among anglo-catholics?  

Itôs actually an easier task that might at first appear and it is not a 

contradiction, because Luther would have been nearer to the anglo-catholic 

wing than we realise. Although we often see Luther as anti-catholic; 

certainly anti-papist, this is not the whole story.  Look at the ócatholicô 

Luther in the years after 1517. During the time when Luther was in 

captivity for almost a year at the Wartburg Castle, one of his associates, 

Andreas von Carlstadt was in charge of the reform at Wittenberg. 

However, his fiery preaching against images of saints as idolatrous, led to 

an outbreak of iconoclasm where churches and homes were plundered and 

images broken or burnt. When Luther returned and saw this he was furious 

and banished Carlstadt. Luther said clearly that if these things helped 

peopleôs devotions and were aids to faith, they should not be discouraged. 

He was very clear that images must not be worshipped. He had particular 

devotion to the crucifix, and these were retained in Lutheran churches and 

he continued to make the sign of the cross.   

 

Luther was the only reformer who keep the title óThe Massô all the other 

reformers, including Cranmer, called it óThe Lordôs Supper.ô When asked 

why he said, óBecause it annoys the extreme Protestants.ô Luther always 

maintained a devotion to the Blessed Virgin and he continued to believe in 

the Immaculate Conception. He modified his beliefs by saying it was not a 

doctrine proved by scripture, or required to be believed by the faithful, but 

it was one he himself personally cherished.  

 

In the earliest stirrings of the English Reformation in the 1520s, it was the 

writings of Luther which got clergy and students excited at Cambridge, 

which led many of them to adopt his views, young men like Tyndale who 

moved to Wittenberg to study with Luther. Even Cranmer owed his 

conversion to the reformed faith through Lutherôs works.  

 

As the Reformation proceeded during the reign of King Edward VI in the 

1550s, the influence of Luther became less and the influence of Calvin 

became greater. We see this in the switch from the Lutheran Book of  
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Common Prayer of 1549 to the Calvinist revision in 1552. It was not until 

the Oxford Movement of the 1830s that Lutherôs views came back into the 

Church of England.  We live in happier times when we realise that on the 

one hand at the Reformation, precious truths long lost were re-discovered, 

but on the other, the baby was at times thrown out with the bath water. The 

baby is returning, as we discover spiritual riches in unexpected people and 

places and we thank God for our Anglican heritage which does not have to 

choose, but which is like Luther, both catholic and reformed.  

 

 

 

 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ and in the beauty of the gospel begun in 

Bethlehem.  

 

I believe in the One whose spirit glorified a little town and whose spirit 

still brings music to persons worldwide in towns both large and small.  

 

I believe in the One for whom the inn could find no room; and I confess 

that my heart still sometimes wants to exclude Christ from my life today.  

 

I believe in the One whom the rulers of the earth ignored and the proud 

could not understand.  

 

I believe in the One who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible.  

 

I believe in the One whose cradle was a motherôs arms, whose home had 

love as its only wealth, who looked at persons and made them see what 

Godôs love saw in them.  

 

I confess my ever-lasting need of God; the need of forgiveness for our 

selfishness and greed, the need of new life for empty souls, the need of 

love for hearts grown cold.  

 

I believe in God who gives us the best of himself.  

 

 

A Christmas Creed 
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