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How to keep
well informed ...

ON THE CHURCH

AT WORK IN THE WORLD

It is more than ever essential that Christians should keep
themselves fully informed about the important discussions
and developments that are taking place in the Church today.

The Church newspaper with universal appeal that gives
the widest coverage of Church news, both home and overseas,
is the Church Times. Its responsible editorials, stimulating
articles, special features and book reviews are read by scores
of thousands of active and thoughtful people of all shades of
churchmanship and political following.

The Church Times plays an indispensable part in the life of
the Church of England; it has maintained the highest
standards of journalism throughout its 120 years of life.

In order to introduce the Church Times to potential new
readers we shall be very pleased to supply free specimen
copies to any parish willing to promote the sale of the paper.

Please writa to us, stating quantities required:
G. J. Paimer & Sons Ltd., 7 Portugal Street, London, WC2A 2HP,
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The CHURCH UNION was founded in 1859 as a result of the great
renewal which began in Oxford in 1833, to recall the Church of Eng-
land to her true Catholic identity, and to énsure that the great truths
of the faith are defended and shared with others,

In the 1980s we must not only defend our heritage but make sure
that we take the initiative to go forward and bring the faith to others.
The Church Union is fully committed to the Catholic Renewal move-
ment, and the aims of both bodies can only be achieved if we have one
single united and representative voice speaking on behalf of as many
parishes and individuals as possible. The CHURCH UNION 5 the only
organisation with the staff, the premises, and the experience that,

with your support, can do this.

Join the Church Union, as an individual or by parish membership, and
you will be forwarding the work of Cathotic Renewal, qualify for the
advice and assistance that the Union can give, and assist the work of
THE CHURCH LITERATURE ASSOCIATION the only independent
publishing house committeed to the Cacholic movement,
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THE CHURCH UNION
Faith House 7 Tufton Strect London SW1P 3QN
Telephone 01-222 6952




EDITORIAL

BASICS

Writing after attending two inspiring festivals in Eastertide, the Eastern Area at

Bury St Edmunds and the Guild’s Easter Festiva!l at Queens Gate, both well

attended by servers of all ages, one felt that the message of both in this one

hundred and fiftieth year celebration of the Oxford Movement in our Church
was one of joy and thanksgiving: thanksgiving for the restoration of the

wholeness of our Faith, both in our -outward expression of worship and our

inward expression of devotion -- all fcr Icve of Our Lord, and His Body on

earth, the Church. .

Once again our Warden, Father Mccre, struck the right note in his always
looked for annual address to the Guild. That in our gratitude to those priests’
and laity of the Oxford Movement, who showed in their lives the depth and
breadth of what the Catholic Faith meant tc them, we must in our turn, in our
actions, in our devotions, in our lives as servants of the sanctuary, proglaim
Jesus as Lord. That is the real Catholic Renewal which offers hope to those
“who were not at Loughborough,” but above all hope to the world.
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CATHOLIC TASTES

Some Books on the History of the Catholic Movement
in the Church of England

Richard Ashby

| have been collecting books on the history of the Catholic Revival in the
Church of England for some years partly because this history is itself
fascinating, full of colourful people and events, and partly because | think that
it is important to attempt to understand the history of the movement in order
to see where it is today and how it might develop in the future.

This year sees the 150th anniversary of the birth of the Oxford Movement.
It seems appropriate to consider some of the books which record this history
and to share them. with others who might wish to explore one of the more
fascinating aspects of the history of our church.

| ‘have found most of the books mentic.aed in second-hand bookshops,
SPCK’s second-hand departments and Richard Booth’s enormous bookshop
in Hay on Wye have been fruitful sources. The Pax House lists of second-hand
and remaindered books always have some interasting titles, some of the Peter
Ansan ones, for example, are still avaifable from this source. The lists are free
from Mowbrays. Most of the books inciuded in this article can be borrowed
through your local public library and | have given sufficient detail to make this
relatively easy.

General Histories

| have not yet come across either an objective or complete history of the
movement, perhaps the time will never come when the writing of such a book
will be possible. However there are a number of titles which taken together do
at least give a2 partial picture of what happened. § L OLLARD A short history
of the Oxford Movement {1915 reprinted by Faith Press 1963) and C KELWAY
The story of the Catholic Revival (3rd edition, Society of SS Peter & Paul
1925) give the basic outline of the history, the state of the church_at the
beginning of the nineteenth century, the beginning of the movement, the tracts,
Newman’s secession to Rome, the revival of ceremonial, the persecutions.
The first is probably more reliable since it was considerad worth reprinting in
1963, the second has an air of that triumphalism of the Anglo Catholic
Congresses, when it looked as if the mcvement would sweep all before it.

To bring the history into the mid twentieth century there is Dom Anselm
HUGHES The rivers of the flood {Faith Press 1963). This is a personal account
of the movement in this century up to the point where the second Vatican
Council meant that nothing could ever be the same again.

An affectionate and rather cosy history is that by Desmond MORSE-
BOYCOTT. The secret story of the Oxford Movement (Skeffington 1933). This
should not be confused with the famous or infamous Walter WALSH The
secret history of the Oxford Movement (4th edition Swan Sonnenschein
1898). Here the pen is dipped in vitriol and the movement seen as a consplracy
to entrap honest English men in the arms of the scarlet woman of Rome. It is
however, very good on facts.

Finally Peter ANSON Fashions in Church furnishings 1840--1940
{2nd edition Studio Vista 1965) traces the history of the stage props of catholic
worship in inimitable style with line drawings which relata the altar furnishings
to the latest ladies’ fashions!
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The Religious Llfe

The early Tractarians saw as one of their priorities the re- establlshmem of
the religious life within the Church of England, indeed they thought this to be
essential to the Church’s claim to be Catholic. Early developments were
uncertain in the face of public hostility and much ignorance and heroic efforts
in various cholera epidemics and the Crimean war gradually gained the monks
and nuns an assured place in the life of the Church.

Peter ANSON Building up the waste places (Faith Press 1973) traces the
history of the religious life as shown particularly in the men’s communities at .
Llanthony and Caldey, the first of which did not outlive its founder and the
second seceeded to Rome amid much controversy.

Another book by the same author, Peter ANSON The call of the Cloister
(2nd edition SPCK 1964) is the standard work on Anglican religious
communities describing both those which lasted for a few years only and
those which have survived.

Fr Ignatius founded the earllest rellglous order for men. He was an
extraordinary: man whom no bishop would ordain priest so that he had to
remain in Deacon’s orders almost all his life. Arthur CALDER-MARSHALL The
enthusiast {Faber 1962} is the story of this eccentric monk who nevertheless
paved the way for the more enduring work of others.

The earliest orders were those for women, one.of the first has survived to
become the Society of the Most Holy Trinity, now at Ascot. The life of the
foundress Mother Lydia is described in T J WILLIAMS Priscilla Lydia Sellon
(2nd edition SPCK 1965).

Music, Ceremonial and Riots

Another early concern was the standard of presentation of worship which
had almost everywhere fallen to abysmal depths. Our catholic heritage at
many churches is the direct result of this concern, many were founded to be

“a centre and example of worship”’.

- Music was important too. The choral revival in the country at Iarge was due
to a very few. Thomas Helmore stumped the country teaching village boys to
sing, the Manual of Plainsong encouraged congregational singing . {until the
‘congregation was frightened off by Anglican Chant and Cathedral type’
services) and. within a generation church music was transformed. Bernard
RAINBOW The choral revival in the Anglican Church 1839--1872 (OUP 1970)
tells this fascinating story and sets in it the context of the life of the Church. -

The introduction of improved ceremonial, music, vestments and altar lights
did not occur without a struggle both with Bishops and the mob. There were
ritualistic riots in many places. Joyce COOMBS Judgment on. Hatcham: the .
history of a religious struggle 1877--1886 (Faith Press 1969} is the story of riot.
and persecution at one church whose incumbent, Arthur Tooth, was the first
clergyman to be imprisoned - under the PUblIC Worship Regulatlon Act of 1874

Lives-

Itis in'the Iwes of the Ieadlng flgures of the Cathollc Revwal that we can
trace particular aspects of the history of the movement. Some were saints,
some martyrs, some were eccentric and a few mad. All had a vision of what
the Church ought to be and tried to bring it about in their own way. Their
mfluence even when they seemed to fail, was considerable. .



The life of Richard Randall, the first vicar of my own church, Alt Saints
Clifion, is told in J F BRISCOE and H F B MACKAY A Tractarian at work
{Mowbray 1932). He came from Sussex to a suburb of Bristol to establish All
Saints as a catholic centre in a staunchly protestant area and then went on to
be Dean of Chichester. He fought many batties with the bishop and died with
the box of incense he kept near his bed unused!

One of the most notable features of the Catholic Revival has been its
enduring concern with the poor and humble which went hand in hand with
the revival ritual. This is shown in a new book L F ELLSWORTH Charles
Lowder and the ritualist movement {Darton, Longman and Todd 1982) which
shows how the two were intertwined in the life of a priest who laboured long in
the slums of London's dockland.

Another feature was the revival of devotion to our Lady which led to the re-
establishment of the Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham. Again the theme of
perseverance against all odds or perhaps sheer pig-headedness is dominant in
the life of the restorer Alfred Hope Patten. This is told in Colin STEPHENSON
Walsingham Way (Darton, Longman and Todd 1970). The same author’s
autobiography ‘Merrily on High' is an entertaining Anglo-Catholic romp.

OTHER BOOKS AND THE FAITH
from the Church Literature Association, 7 Tufton Street, London.

New books, up to date revisions and reprints of valued older books have
issued from the Faith House Bookshop, and all who wish to undergird their
beliefs will find much to help them,

in our Prayer life there are ‘Prayers before the Blessed Sacrament’ 48p;
‘Prayers and Devotions at the Crib’ 48p; ‘Our Lady, prayers and devotions’ 48p
-- all containing both old and madern prayers. Also is ‘The People’s Rosary
Book’, now in its 12th edition (revised in more up to date language).

Reprints of ‘The Mother of God Incarnate’ Gabriel Gillett, 30p, and
‘Our Solitary Boast’ Colin Stephenson, 50p, will certainly help all to both
answer objections against devotnon to Our Lady and also strengthen our love
of the Mother of Our Lord.

Then we have the Third Ceremonial Guide issued by The Church Union.
‘Concelebration’ with a foreword by the Bishop of London, and both comment
and practical suggestions by Canon Charles Smith, £1.25.

The leading theologian, Dr John Macquarrie, also writes on ‘Benediction’,
35p. A must for all who fove this service.

LOUGHBOROUGH, 1983 -- ONE MAN’'S IMPRESSIONS
The Revd Peter E Blagdon-Gamlen

I did not go to the First, in 1978. | could neither affard the time nor the money.
It was double the price this year, and t was'‘even busier. But | went, and am
glad | did so.

These impressions are immediately afterwards -- Fr Varney asked me to do
them quickly when we met at the Easter Festival of GSS. | may think
differently in a few months.

e ..,
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| was prepared for the long distance between our “residence’”” and the
actual conference centre. Also for the wonderful meals, Perhaps the exercise
was beneficial. | was also prepared for the crowded agenda, with never a
moment realty to relax. Perhaps not the best follow-up of an exhausting Easter
with three parishes, a full round of services, and two Vestry Meetings to boot.
But here again, it was a glorious continuation of the Festival, sharing the
Paschal Joy with some 600 others, and being in the pew, so to speak -- hut
the chairs in the Conference Hall were most uncomfortable on the small of the
back after some hours!

The object of the Conference was ‘‘to deepen and extend the work of the
Holy Spirit through Catholic Renewal’’. Fair enough -- though anybody (who
could afford it} could attend, without any commitment to Catholic beliefs, and
this was certainly shewn by some of the delegates both in private
conversatons, and “contributions from the floor.” For instance, Fr Francis
Brown proposed, that a “‘telegram be sent to the Pope”. In view of the greatly
improved ecumenical relations, coupled with the joy of the present Pope’s
recent visit to Canterbury, it was a natural gesture. But the proposal was
shouted down, and not even put to the vote.

The “Main Speeches’ were a mixed bag. Fr Michael Hollings, a Roman
Cathoiic priest from London, was a great disappointment, both in his delivery
and its content. He even approved of Christian churches being handed over to
the Sikhs and other anti-Christian religions. The Bishop of Leicester, Bishop of
the "*host” diocese, could not have been more kind and welcoming, but here
again his formal paper left much to be desired. However, Dr Brian Horne,
though his argument was close-knit, was excellent, and the Bishop of
Chichester was at his best, especially his ‘’personal testimony” in which he
praised- the old ““John Bull’” tracts. He won a standing ovation. Strangely
enough, perhaps, | appreciated most of all the nightly Bible studies on
S John's Gospel given by Gordon Wakefield, a very orthodox Methodist
minister. We also had some group sessions, and it had been difficult to select

which of several interesting subjects one could hear. Dr Rowan Williams’

“Spirituality”” | look forward to teading and pondering at leisure when
published; Mrs Frances Flatman, a priest's wife from Oxford, held one's
attention from start to finish -- yes, she was against the ordination of women;
Mr John Lello, .a schoolmaster who spoke on “‘Religious Education in
Schools’’ was most entertaining, but said little about the subject. On the.last
day, the Bishop of London and Fr Christopher Colven, of Walsingham, really
raised the tone of the whole Conference. .

Complaints were heard that it was not really a “conference’” as there was
little opportunity for dialogue. The '"Jubilee Group” at least issued a daily
(free) leaflet, criticizing the Conference and most of the speakers - even
attacking the priests for dressing in black, and looking like priests and not
laymen, but while | personally disagreed with almaost everything the Group-
said, it did bring a bit of life into the Conference. '

We would have liked the organizers -- who sent out so much indigestible
“papgr’’ -- to have added to the supply with a "‘directory” of members
attending so we could trace friends, and people with whom we may have
corresponded, and never met in the flesh. ;

So much for the “‘speeches’’, and now for the “*worship” side. This aspect
was superb. First and foremost we had the Blessed Sacrament not only
reserved -- it was absent in 1978 -- but there was continuous Exposition in a

7



monstrance in a special room converted as an Adoration Chapel. Here was the
real heart of the Conference, with members maintaining continuous prayer,
Arrangements were made for confessicns to be heard - a feature often
forgotten by organizers of one-day and 'longer conrferences, as many
delegates live far from an experienced confessor. An early mass was said in
the small “University Chapel”’, and at noon there was a concelebrated solemn
mass, offered in turn by the Bishops of Leicester, London and Chichester. The
mass was sung to three different settings, Huw Spratling {which was generally
considered to be discordant), Leonard West, and probably best of all, Dom
Gregory Murray. Among the concelebrating bishops were Fulham,
Dorchester, Lusaka, Ballarat and Limerick. The rite was “A”, but the
traditional Paternoster was used, in which all could join in. At night there was
~ a modern Compline with one psalm, and we had the unusual privilege of three
Diocesan Bishops giving Pontifical Benediction respectively on three
successive nights, attended by deacons. My only criticism was that “Tantum
Ergo’’ was only used once -- other Eucharistic hymns were used in its place
* the other nights. A less “way out’” form would have been appreciated by
“many. We concluded with a hymn in front of the Shrine of Our Lady of
Walsingham -- it was an especial joy to hear the lovely *Ave Maria, O Maiden,
O Mother'* sung with so much verve by over 600 voices. Mention should be
made of June McCrimmon and her small choir who sang very devotional
20th century hymns and songs.

The CLA ran a bookshep, and there were “displays” by some of the
societies, eg Society of Mary, Mothers’ Union, Grove Books, S Willibrord, and
the Shrine of OQur Lady of Haddington. Perhaps next time GSS and
Walsingham will have stalls. Also there were display stands with photographs
6f some of the various Religious Communities.

' Fr Geldard and his helpers {not forgetting the servers from S Stephen’s
House, Oxford) did a wonderful job all round. However, one rather felt that the
speeches were 100 heavy and academic, often more political than religious,
and one would have liked something from such compelling, yet easy to follow,
speakers as Canon David Diamond or Fr Brian Brindley -- or our own Warden,
Fr David Moore. | could not help feeling that there was a lot of ““‘waffle’”, and
the real matters of concern to Catholics, such as the dangers of Local
Ecumenical Projects, Priestesses, and less use of Confession, were
deliberately ignored. A renewed emphasis on the Sunday Mass obligation, and
the necessity of sacramental confession would have been far better than
political involvement, as urged by the Jubilee Group. The Catholic Trumpet
vielded a very uncertain sound at Loughborough, but | am glad that { was
there. There were many young priests and layfolk, and | was able to talk with
several youngsters wearing our Guild badge. | hope they were not
disappointed by the Conference. But my batteries were recharged far more
effectively by the sheer worship of one day at the GSS Easter Festival. | would
say that “One day at Queen’s Gate is worth a month at Loughborough’. | am
glad that the former came after Loughborough -- otherwise the Catholic
Renewal Conference would have been a great anticlimax. As it happened, it
was quite a good link between the Easter worship of three country churches,
and that of a great town church, where hearts to heaven and voices were
raised by men and boys who unreservedly accept Catholic faith and practice,
which would certainly not apply to all the participants at Loughborough, 1983,
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FATHER IGNATIUS OF LLANTHONY

Malcolm Gould

Trustee, Father Ignatius Memorlal Trust : :

What is it which draws a faithful band of pilgrims each year to the remote ruins
of a monastery chapel in the heart of the Black Mountains in South East Wales?

The pilgrimage boasts neither the fame of such places as Walsingham or
Glastonbury, nor their large crowds, but those who regularly come each year
to Capel-y-ffin are drawn by the magnetic force of the Founder and First
Abbot, Father Ignatius, whose spirit of enthusiasm for his faith and work still
lives in this lonely spot.

That Fr Ignatius was at times a rather bizarre character is well documented,
and the accounts of miracles and apparitions at Llanthony may ieave one a
little sceptical of their authenticity, but what is undoubted was the enthusiasm
of his attempt to re-establish monastic life in the Church of England at the turn
of the century, and his devotion to his Blessed Lord.

It.is perhaps inevitable that such a character -has .always drawn a wide
spectrum of pilgrims each year to his resting place within the ruined monastery
chapel, joining in true ecumenical spirit in devotions made at.the Calvary at the
head of the steep lane leading from the hamlet of Capely-ffin up to the
Monastery, then at the life-size statue of OQur Lady, and on to Evensong within
the remains of the Chapel with its rebuilt Altar and sanctuary ‘steps.

Behind the ‘efforts of Father Ignatius to establish a monastery in this
remote place is a long story of ceaseless work and travel to raise the necessary
funds for such an ambitious venture in the bleakness of the Black Mountains,
at a spot reached in those days by no more than a rough farm track for many
miles.

Whilst it is a fact that after his death in 1908 the monastlc life there shortly
ceased to exist, and his efforts to re-establish @ community under the
Benedictine Rule were not to continue, he undoubtedly, in those supremely
difficult times for such an undertaking, made the way much easier for those
who in later years did succeed, notably Father Benson with his Society of
S John the Evangelist at Cowley, Oxford.

Those wishing to explore the character of Father Ignatius have several
wide ranging appraisals of his life and work in books, from the contemporary
“life’" written by the Baroness de Bertouch in a style of flamboyance both
inimitable and incredible, to later and more scholarly works from the pens of
Donald Attwater (1931), Peter F Anson: (The Call of th Cloister,. 1955) and -
Arthur Calder Marshall in 1962. The last-named author’s. book, ''The
Enthusmst is @ model of impartial and enlightened. criticism.

However, the following is a -brief biographical chronology outlining the
progress of his activities:

1837 November 23, Born at Trinity Square, London. Son of Francis Lyne, a
City merchant of Cornish/Welsh descent and Louise Genevieve -
. (Leycester) who came from an old Cheshire family.
1847  Entered S Paul's School, London. Left early sufféring from nervous
shock after receiving 42 strokes for looking at pictures of the Holy
: Land in class. .

1852 - Pupil of Rev G N Wright at Spaiding. 1854  Confirmed.

'1856/ At Trinity College, Glenaimond. Apponnted Catechlst by Dr Eden,
59 Bishop of Moray, Ross & Caithness.

r

9



1859
1860

1860/
61

1862
1863
1864
1856/
1866
1867 .
1868
1870

1880

1890
1893

1898

1808

Assumed name of tgnatius, after contact with members of The
Society of Jesus in Inverness and Glen Urquart.

December 23. Qrdained Deacon in Wells Cathedral and took private
vow of celibacy. Became honorary curate to the Revd G R Prynne at
S Peter, Plymouth. First reputed miracles.

Meetings with Abbess Lydia Sellon and Dr Pusey. Donned monastic
habit supplied by Miss Sellon. First attempt to found a community
interrupted by typhoid fever.

Visit to Belgium and curacy with Fr Lowder of S Saviour's Mission,
Wapping. Lowder introduced him to ‘Rule of S Benedict’.

Invited by the Revd George Drury to Claydon, Suffolk. On Shrove
Tuesday Ignatius took part of Drury’s rectory as a Benedictine
monastery with Brothers Martin and Anselm. Claydon riots reported in
‘The Times'. Attempted assassination of Ignatius.

January 30. Opened Elm Hill House, Norwich, as his second
Monastery. Foundation of Second Order (Oblates of Mount Calvary),
and Third Order (Companions of the Scarlet Thread).

Pilgrimage to Italy and Malta. Private audience with Pope Pius IX
(Pio Nono} in Rome. Ignatius collapses near Monte Cassino,
Foundation Monastery of S Benedict’s order,

Elm Hill Community dispersed in his absence. Ignatius, in despair,.

seeks sanctuary at Dr Pusey’s Isle of Wight home. ‘Visions’ and
‘Evangelical Conversion’.

September 8. Birthday of ‘The Great Jewess, Mother of God'.
ignatius at S Bartholomew, Moor Lane, London addresses a huge
audience -- mostly Jewish -- on ‘The Restoration of the Jews to the
Holy Land of Palestine’.

Ignatius establishes an order of Benedictine Nuns at Feltham. His
London sermons cause riots in the City.

S Patrick's Day. Foundation stone laid of ‘Llanthony Monastery of

. Our Ladye and S Dunstan.’ At Capel-y-ffin in the Black Mountains of

Wales, five miles from ruins of Llanthony Priory.

August The Llanthony Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Witnessed by Ignatius and 6 other persons..

August 29. Brecon: the National Esteddfod of Wales. Ignatius enrolled
by Arch-Druid Ciwydfordd as a member of ‘The Druidic Circle’ with
the title of Dewi Honddu (David of the Brook Honddu).

Evangelistic crusade in America. Preached to the Huron, Sioux and
Seminole indians. Pleaded their cause with President Marrison,
Ignatius and members of ‘Companians of the Scarlet Thread’ enrofled

-as Honorary Christian Tent of Chovevi Zion (‘Lovers of Zion’) in

recognition of his services to the Jewish people.
July 27. Ordained priest at Llanthony Monastery by Mar Timotheus

-{Joseph René Vilatte}, Archbishop of the Old Catholic Church of
North America,
October 16. Friday at 10.50 am. Death at '‘Camberley in his sister's

home, A\

October 22. Thursday. Burial in chancel of his Monastery Church at
Capel-y-ffin, after his coffin had been drawn up Llanthony Valley by a
team of white horses.

10
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But the openhing question of this article has not been fully answered.

The last decade or so has seen a resurgence of interest in the meditative
life, and the quest-for peace of mind and spirit has developed in an era
predominated by materialism and international unrest.

The Honddu Valley, containing both the ruins of the ancient Priory at
Llanthony built at the turn of the 12th century, and its shorter-lived neighbour
at Capel-y-ffin, provide an unrivalled location in which to withdraw for a while
_ from the noise and clamour of civilisation, here to meditate with those who

down the ages have found inspiration in the Valley, from S David in the
6th century through to the revival of monasticism by Father Ignatius thirteen
centuries later.

Only by a visit to this holy spot can its beauty and calm be fully
appreciated, and the Annual Pilgrimage on August 20th could provide just
that oppaortunity. -

MAKING THE MOST OF ASB
Evening Prayer -- il
The Revd Brian Brindley

Despite the series-title, this particular article has nothing to do with the
Alternative Service Book! As a preliminary to looking at the ceremonial
possibilities of its form of Evening Prayer (which | propose to do next time! it is
absolutely essential to look at the traditional services of Vespers and
Evensong, and to attempt to understand their ceremonies.

To do this, you must imagine them in their original setting -- some great
cathedral or monastic or collegiate church, in the days before gas or
electricity, Day by day the many Offices would be recited by the monks or
canons, seated in their stalls in quite, which could be conveniently lit by
candlelight. In the days before printing was invented (or at any rate cheap or
popular) they would do most of this -- including all the psalms -- by heart!
The variable portions of the service would be written out in very large letters
and plainsong notation in huge books called Antiphoners (often to be seen in
museums} which rested on a lectern in the middle of the quire, from which
those with good eyesight could read! Later on, they all had printed books of
their own; but they still needed the candles in their stalls to read them by.

So far, so good; but on cenrtain great days they wanted the officiant to
wear a cope snd cense the altar ct the Gospel canticle {Magnificat or
Benedictus) and he must therefare sit in the sanctuary -away from his stall.
Vespers and Lauds would be sung for most of the year in the hours of
darkness, and he would need candles by whose light to read those parts of the .
service properly said by him which he did not know by heart. The ceremonies
of the acolytes at Vespers are thus in origin functional -- though, since the
inverition of gas and electricity they have become purely decorative. {Myself,
however, | prefer to sing Solemn Vespers in a darkened sanctuary, with only
the altar candles and the acolytes' candles alight; besides making sense of the
ceremonies, it is much more beautiful and "“mysterious’” than with all the
flood-lights on. But that is a personal opinion.) ‘
TRADITIONAL VESPERS: The officiant wears a cope. The acolytes lead him
in with lighted candles; after reverencing the altar, the acolytes put down their
candles on the step; strictly speaking, they then blow them out, so as not to

1



waste wax during the long recitation of psalms! All go to their places: the
officiant to his seat in the sanctuary (on either side, though usually on the
south) and the acolytes to any convenient seats -- to chairs or stools on either
side, or to the easternmost stalls in quire. All of these are correct. The thurifer
sits anywhere convenient, as does the MC if there is one. Towards the end of
the psalms, the acolytes re-light their candles and carry them to stand either
side of the officiant while he reads the lesson. The officiant then begins the
Office Hymn; the acolytes remain for as long as there is anything for him to
sing, then take their candles and stand with them in front of the altar. The
thurifer brings in his thurible, the officiant blesses incense, censes the altar in
the customary way, returns to his seat and is censed. Others are censed as
usual. After the canticle, the acalytes return to the officiant to light his book
for the remainder of the service. All then assemble in front of the altar,
reverence it, and go out, the acolytes leading the officiant.

TRADITIONAL EVENSONG: This differs from Vespers in that an additional
lesson and an additional canticle {Nunc Dimittis) are inserted after Magnificat
and before the prayers. There is no tradition of singing Compline solemnly,
which is why the altar is not censed during Nunc Dimittis even though it is a
Gospel canticle. There is no need to change anything until Magnificat {though
it is not customary to extinguish the acolytes’ candles during the psaims --
perhaps the saving of wax is not thought to justify the extra fuss!) In most
churches the acolytes stand in front of the altar holding their candles during
Magnificat; it is not clear to me why they should do so, since they are not
needed at the end of it as they are at Vespers; there is certainly nothing
incorrect in their putting their candles down on the step and returning to their
seats after the first verse of the Office Hymn -- and in many a small sanctuary
it might be better if they did so. They will be needad again at the officiant’s
seat intime for “O Lord, shew they mercy upon us’* and should move off in
good time to get there. (If it is preferred that they should not move around
during the Creed and Qur Father, they can move during the second verse of
the Gloria after Nunc Dimittis.)

MODERN VESPERS AND EVENSONG: The principal difference is that the
Office Hymn now comes at the beginning, after the opening versicles. The
acolytes will be needed for this; they should therefore, after reverencing the
altar on arrival, lead the officiant to his seat, and remain until the end of the
first verse of the hymn; thay then return and put their candles down and go to
their places.”Unless the officiant is to intone the Antiphon before Magnificat,
they will not be needed before that canticle; at Evensong they will not be
needed after it, so there is all the more reascn for them to abstain from holding
their candles in front of the altar during the canticle.

To re-iterate: there is no ‘“‘correct”’ seat for the officiant; there are no
"correct’’ seats for the acolytes, or for the thurifer, -or for the MC; all must be
done in accordance with what is most convenient, and to avoid unnecessary
movements. A very decent form of Solemn Evenson can be served by two
servers, who act as acolytes when needed (entry, Official Hymn, final prayers,
and departure} and who sit on either side of the officiant: one will act as
thurifer when needed [Magnificat) and the other will act as MC; the officiant
has his books on a portable lectern in front of his seat.

A final caution: in the great open spaces of a cathedral or a large monastic
church, the very elaborate ceremonies scmetimes used can look splendid --
“Come to the middle, genuflect, bow to each other, go to your candles, pick
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them up, come to the middle, genuflect, bow to each other” &c, &c, &c. In
the confined spaces of many parish churches and chapels, they look
-- frankly -- absurd. Servers must; of course, do what is ordered in their own
church; but it is to be hoped that, where space is limited, Parish Priest and MC
will agree on the simplest possible ceremonial consistent with reverence and
decency. A great deal of unnecessary movnng about can sometimes be saved
when it is realized that there is nothlng ‘correct”” in seating the acolytes on the
opposite side to the officiant;. in many churches this may be the only
convenient place for them to sit, but'it is an expedient and not a necessity.
Always remember the functional origins of this ceremonial -- as indeed of all
good ceremonial -~ and that it is intended to help people in their devotions,
not to distract them! Many churches that continue Solemn Vespers or Solemn
Evensong would benefit from a “re-think” -~ starting from first principles. |
hope that what | have written this time will not be thought critical of the
traditions of any particular church, but will be recognized as a contribution --
and | hope a helpful one - to the renewal _of our liturgy.

WHY C. of E. -- (5) BECAUSE OF THE CREEDS
Canon W H Barnard

“l don’t know what to believe.” How sad to hear anyone say that perhaps
after some great sorrow. It is sad because it not only indicates. mental stress
but also.implies you do not know what to do. Any sensible action has a reason
and.a.belief behind it.. Unless we believe what is right we shall never do what is
right and we cannot believe what we like. If our spiritual lives are to be healthy
we must be sure that our spiritual beliefs are correct.

Yet how impossible it is for any individual, whether he is:the world’s
greatest scholar or saint, to, work out unaided all the spiritual truths. He not
only has to absorb all the facts; he also has to evaluate them and find out what
they mean in practice. This is impossible in one short life. Even if we realise
that-alt spiritual truth can be perceived in the Bible we must remember that the
Bible needs an interpreter. There is no greater act of presumption on our part
than to say we can reach spiritual truth without assistance.

Down the centuries millions of ‘Christians have pondered deeply over the
truths of the Bible in the light of experience. The sum total of all their findings
has been Wm forms which are simple to remember, and yet omit no
basic fact of importance.

These forms are THE CREEDS to which the Church of England, as part of
the ancient and Catholic Church of Christ, give due importance. They occur
regularly in our Services. They are required of every person who is to be
baptised. They provide us with a ready reference in all moments of doubt
and save us from the hopeless effort of attempting to work out infinite truths
for ourselves. As the shield of our Faith they have stood the test of centuries
and we cannot be loyal members of the English Church unless we believe them
As our Book of Common Prayer teils us, “Whosoever will be saved.before all
things it is necessary that he hold the Catholic Faith” which the Creeds.
safeguard. -

We may not understand it all. If we did we should be greater than God. We
are asked to accept as true the revelation of God to man recorded in the Bible
and taught and interpreted by the. Church. We cannot pick and choose.
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As promised at Baptism, we must “believe all the articles of the Christian
Faith”’ contained in the Catholic Creeds which our Mother Church has
safeguarded and for which she asks and deserves our loyalty.

A Prayer we might use:-

“Almighty God, who has given us the Faith of Christ for a

light to our feet, have pity on all who, by doubting or denying it,
are gone astray from the path of safety; bring home the truth to
their hearts and grant that they may receive it as little children,
through the same Jesus Christ our Saviour”.

(Wm Bright -- 1824 AD)

YOUNGER BROTHERS (No 11)

Tiny

Two issues ago we left our young friends, Peter and John, preparing for
Confirmation. Peter, if you remember, had just been baptised, because he had
not long heen going to church with John, and he had not been baptised when
he was small.

After many weeks of preparation, the day of the Confirmation was drawing
near, and everyone was getting very excited. The Bishop was coming to their
own church one Sunday evening.

During one of the final classes, the Vicar had baen explaining all about the
Sdcrament of Confession, in which pecple can be really certain of God's
forgiveness if they confess their sins to God through a priest and receive
Absolution. “The priest will never, ever, repeat anything he hears in
Confession,” said the Vicar, “That is called the Seal of Confession.”

Of course, Peter, who was always one to worry over nothing, was getting
himself all worked up when the Vicar said that he would like all those who are
to be Confirmed, to go to Confession.

“Look, there's nothing to worry about,” said John. “I'm sure that the
Vicar isn't going to be surprised by anything you can tell him. He must have
heard thousands in all the years that he's been here. There are always quite a
few in on Saturday nights, because | came into church once when my bike
chain had come off to see if he would lend me a spanner, but someone was in
and confessing too loudly, so | had to go out in case | heard something that |
shouldn’t.”

' Despite all that John said. Peter was still far fram convinced.’’l don't think
I'll bother going after all. The Vicar didn’t say we had to go, only that he would
like us to go.”

“Weli, | think that you should go,” replied John. “You'll regret it if you
don't,”’ -

~ "How do you know?"’ said Peter.

“| asked someone who had been, and he said that father was ever so good,
and didn't moan or grumble at all.”

Anyway, at the last minute, Peter decided that he would go. He made his
preparation with the help of a little book he had been given, and he firmly
made up his mind to confess all his sins and to try to see himself as God saw
him. This frightened him a bit, because he was sure that he didn‘t see a very
good picture of himself when he tried to do this.
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When he got into church, he went and sat right at the back. There were
two or three others in, but he didn't know any of them. At last, he found
himself kneeling beside the priest, facing a crucifix on the wall. His throat was
very dry, but he felt comforted by the fact that he couldn’t see the priest --
only the edge of his cotta from the corner of his eye. He said the prayer on the
card and then read out his list of sins, trying not to rush or stumble over the
ones he was most ashamed of. Once he had finished and was listening to what
the priest was saying, he felt very comforted. Soon after that, he heard the
words of Absolution and it was all over. Peter walked back to his place, said
his prayers and went out of church where he found John waiting for him.

“I'm glad 1 went and told him everything,” said Peter “l feel much better
and feel sort of more ready for Confirmation now.’

““I've a confession to make to you now,’” said John. ‘‘To tell you the truth, |
was just as frightened as you were before | went, But | feel the same as you
now, and I'm glad | didn’t keep anything back when | was in there, because |
really know for certain that I've been forgiven.”

A WHO'S WHO. ROBERT BRADLEY

Brother Bradley has been elected to represent the Guild in Wales. A founder
member of the S Cennydd Chapter in 1954, of which he was lay chairman for a
period of fourteen years, and is now vice-chairman. He has served at Chnst
Church, Swansea, since early boyhood.

Whilst serving six years in the Palestine Police Force being stationed at
Jerusalem -he worked in and around the Holy City. His interests besides, of
course, church work are music, underwater marine survey work, walking and
amateur theatre.

FESTIVAL
Eastern Area Easter.

When Easter Sunday dawned wnth two mches of snow and advance bookings
for tea being minimal we began to wonder how many would brave the
elements and make the trip to Bury St'Edmunds.

On arriving at S John's church on the Monday at 11am for rehearsal a
contingent from Oxford had already arrived with the other chapters folltowing
in quick succession so that the high mass was well attended. Fr David Williams
(incumbent) celebrated, assisted by Fr Robert Webb (chapter chaplain) and
Fr Ken Robinson (Area Sec USPG) and the preacher was the Bishop of
Dunwich who told us his was the senior Bishopric in East Anglia (hope no one
asked him what the North Sea had done to it).

The choir came from. Eriswell Parish Church with its organist, Trevor
Nch':ols and sang ‘i we believe that Jesus died’ by Goss for the communion
anthem

The Guild office had an even larger congregation in-the Cathedral where
the Officiant was Fr Webb and the address given by the Archdeacon of
Sudbury.

Tea and chat followed in the cI0|ster hall and soon after 5pm the day came
to a close.

Qur thanks to all who attended and helped to make it a successful day of
worship and fellowshlp . . ’
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DIRECTORY
Group — Wales

Chapter
S Aldhelm

S Barnabas

S Godric of Finchdale
S John of Jerusalem
S Luke

S Oswald

CHANTRY BOOK

Robert Bradley, 65 Argyle Street, Swansea SA1 3TB
Tel. 0792-467699

Secretary

M S J Siddorn, 70 Rodwell Avenue Weymouth
DT4 85C

R Greenwood, 21 Heol-Yr-Odyn, Caerau, Cardiff
CF5 5QU

- D Crookes, 9A Church Street, Durbam DH1 3DG

V Walmsely, 5 Weir Road, Baltham, London SW12
J Stapleton, 6 Melton Street, Kettering, Northants

C Morris, 17 Cranmere Road Monkmaoor, Shrewsbury
SY2 5HT

JULY

FEBRUARY .
Charles Wood, priest. Founder of A E Hili
Scottish Guild of Servers G H Johnson
| Faulkner . ) .
G W Davies
NOVEMBER
MARCH John C Stimson, Hon Councillor
Sidney T Cheese -
John Offley
Jack Saunders ‘
DECEMBER
APRIL Arthur Elton
Derek Plummer Emest Harmer
E G Williams William Fallace
" Walter Jeffery
JUNE Cyril Wooding
C Fraser W Talbot

Welcome into your kingdom, O Lord our departed brethren and all who have
left this world in your friendship. _
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OBITUARY

Sidney Thomas Cheese

Brother Sidney died on his way to mass at S John, Holland Road, on Palm
Sunday. For over thirty years he had been a loyal and faithful member of the
Chapter of Qur Lady of Willesden and S Mellitus. Many were present at both
his Requiem and cremation services.

John Offley

Member of the Guild since 1913, being an honorary member since 1963, when
the Chapter of Our Lady of Victory presented him with an illuminated
manuscript to mark his long and meritorious service, especially for the COF,
which was his abiding concern, John Offley died on March 6th. He
worshipped and served at § Jude, Hampstead Garden Suburb, where he was
deputy warden. His skills included vestment making and painting.

Charles Joseph Wood, Priest

Canon, Founder and President of the Scottish Guild of Servers, died
6th February, aged 91.

Father Strachan, Chaplain of the Scottish Guild, writes:-
Father Wood and a few other servers in Glasgow in the late 1920's felt that

GSS was not just what was needed in the Scottish situation, and so in 1929
formed the SGS. After the war negotiations were brought forward and the

SGS and GSS were affiliated with each other (with at the same time the
American Episcopal Order of S Vincent), and have closely worked together
ever since.

Charles Wood was ordained after retiring early from ICl and after a curacy
in Glasgow became priest-in-charge at S Ebba, Eyemouth. On retirement he
moved to the Isie of Arran and there in a way began his greatest work. He
made one room of his littie house into a chapel, and here he served the few
Episcopalians on the Island and the many Anglican visitors who found their
way there, He worked ceaselessly for his church there, and was always
seeking out new members to his congregation. in 1978 he was hcnoured by
being appointed an Honorary Canan of the Cathedral of the Isles, and he was
able to work right up to the time of his death. He died peacefully on
Septuagesima Sunday, being fortified by Holy Communion on the moraing of
that day. The Requiem and Commital was on 9th February at All Saints,
Jardanhill, when the officiants were the Bishop of Argyle and the Isles and the
Bishop of Gtasgow and Galloway, the Scottish Guild Secretary, Allan Boyd,
being present. A solemn requiem took place on S George’s Day in S John,
Coatbridge. May he rest in peace.

Jack Saunders
At the age of 83 Jack died in March. For many years he had been an active
member of the Chapter of the Holy Resurrection and a regular server at
S Leonard, Aldrington, but failing health had prevented him from attending in
recent months.

Derek Plummer

The sudden death of Brother Derek in April has saddened many in the South
Coast. He had done great work for the Guild, especially with the Chapter of
the Holy Resurrection, and in these last few years as Group Councillor.
Latterly he was associated with the Bluebell Railway.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

1983
June 10-12
June 18

June 25

July 2
July 2

July 7
July 9
Juiy 9
July 14

July 16

July 21

July 30
August 6
August 13
August 20
September 7
Septemer 10

September 24

October 1
October 8

October 22

Cctober 29 ‘

November 10

Note:

Servers’ Weekend, Whalley Abbey .
Pilgrimage to Canterbury. Cathedral Crypt, Noon — Mass .
S Augustine’s Abbey ruins — 4 pm Guild Office
Glastonbury Pilgrimage. Noon Mass — Dr David Hope

" 3.30 pm Procession. Evensong, Rt Revd C Hollis

Summer Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Egmanton

Bishop of -Horsham, Pilgrimage to grave of Mason Neale,
E Grinstead

S Mary, Portsea — Bishop of Portsmouth

Youth Pilgrimage to Walsingham i
Pilgrimage to Hadleigh, ‘Tracts for the times’

150th Anniversary of the Assize Sermon

- Noon S Mary University church Preacher - Archbishop Trevor

Huddleston
7pmS Alban Holborn, Mass of Thansgiving
Oxford Umversny Parks 11.30 am Mass. .Celebrant and Preacher

_— The Archbishop of Canterbury -

3.30 pm University Church, Guild Offlce foliowed by Procession
of Witness to S Mary Magdalen — Preacher — The Bishop of
Dorchester {Robe-in Balliol College, Broad Street)

S Issey, between Wadebridge and Padstow, 7.30 pm Mass — The
Bishop of Truro, Preacher — The Revd Dr David Nicholls

S Bartholomew, Brighton 11.30 am Procession and High Mass
Catholic Renewal Pilgrimage to Canterbury Cathedral
Assumpticntide Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Egmanton

Llanthony Pilgrimage

Groups 13 & 14. S James. Nayland 7.30 pm Office

Groups 17 & 23 Lichfield Cathedral, Noon Eucharist

Preacher — The Warden, 3.00 pm Office. Preacher — the Bishop
of Shrewsbury

Festival of Thanksgiving. Roya! Albert Haii

Afternoon, including Mass - The Bishop of London

Tickets £2 from D Chapman 293 Ordnance Road, Enfield Lock, °
Middlesex

October Festival of Qur Lady of Egmanton

AUTUMN FESTIVAL —WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL

Noon Eucharist. Celebrant — Bishop Ambrose Weekes

3 pm.Office. Preacher — Bishop Ambrose Weekes

Exeter Cathedral. Noon Eucharist — Celebrant The Bishop of
Exeter, Preacher — The Warden

_ 4.15 pm Ecumenical Office and Procession

Preacher — The Abbot of Buckfast
General Council
Catholic Societies Annual Requiem, S Alban, Holborn, 7.30 pm

The Council asks that Festivals should be arranged not to

coincide with the two Guild Festivals (Easter and Autumn‘,\
and meetings of the Council
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THE 292ND GENERAL COUNCIL. 19TH MARCH 1983

Thirty three members attended the Ccuncil held in S Pancras Church Hall,
Euston, with the Warden in the Chair. Four apologies for ahsence were
received.

The Council heard with deep regret cf the dea'h of Canon Charles Wood,
Founder of the Scottish Guild of Servers. He was commended in the prayers.

Brother Nigel Makepeace was welccmed as Distributor of ‘The Server’.

It was noted that in connection with the Autumn Festival at Derby certain
expenses had been met from collections, and the COF had received £28. This
year's Festival arrangements for Winchester were given, and Bishop Ambrose
Weekes would celebrate the eucharist and preach at the Office. In 1984 the
festival would be in Lincoln Cathedral.

The Secretary General gave final details of this year's Easter Fesival and
the Council accepted the various Reperts fcr the Annual General Meeting and
re-elected all the QGuild officers and appointments, for confirmation at
the AGM.

Brother Bill Taylor, who was retiring as Councillor for Wales, was thanked
for his valued woark in that Province. It was agreed that Councillor Stanley
Wilcox should be a Grand Councillor in recognition of his work for the COF.

Concerning the secretarial work of the Guild it was noted with thankfulness
that the Secretary-General had made gced progress from his recent iliness,
and was able to adequately cope with all the work.

The Chaplain General was authcrized to obtain a replacement for the
Guild’s old and worn chasuble and for the repair of the dalmatics and stoles.

It was stressed that the need for fcstering vocations to the Sacred ministry
was paramount; the COF would help brcthers in every possible way.

The Secretary General said that the Guild had financially supported an
inset to be included in the ‘Church Times' in connection with the celebrations
for the 150th anniversary of the Oxfcrd Movement. It would include some
account of our Guild. Arrangements had been made for the Office in Oxford
after the morning eucharist, on July 16th. Brethren were urged to support this
event. (Coaches had already been arranged from Coventry.)

It was agreed to proceed with the re-furbishment of the Guild’s Chapel at
the Walsingham Shrine at a cost of £1,000, which included new altar
ornaments. £750 was in hand for this wcerk, and as it is the Guild’s memorial to
the great work of Father John Fox as Warden of the Guild for many years, the
Council hopes that brethren may wish tc further donate to this prolect Please
send any gifts to the Secretary-General.

After a long discussion on the Guild Office it was agreed that the Office
Hymn could be sung before the Psalms and that the first psalm could be
omitted, These being options only, and it was stressed that the Office should
be used four times a year. (It is certainly the Guild‘s special service and some
disciptine in our worship is necessary -- Ed.)

The Council expressed their gccd wishes to the Warden on his
appointment to S lves, Cambridge.

The next meeting of the Council is on October 29th.
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BASICS -- SACRAMENT, - PRAYER. BIBLE

Easter Festival and Annual General Meeting. 9th April 1983

Once again joy, happmess and brotherliness were the features of this year s
festival at Queens Gate in London. It could not be otherwise with the spring
weather and bright sunshine of that day Many hundreds of servers with their
friends waere present, undeterred by the increasing cost of travel -- some from
Wales, athers from all corners of the country, and we were delighted to greet
the Chaplaln General of the Scottish Guild of Servers, Father Donald
Strachan, of Coatbridge, in the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway. The first
time for many years that an official of that Guild had been present.at our
Annual Meeting.

The high mass began at 11.30am in S Augustine's church with the singing
of the Easter Anthem, ‘Regina Coéli’; the first word ‘Joy’ set the keynote to an
inspiring service. Father David Moore,' the Warden, celebrated with Fathers
E Ford (Chaplain COF) and P Blagden-Gamlen, as deacons. The vicar, Father
K Hewitt and Father Wilfred Varney assisted at the communion, when some
four hundred received the sacrament. '

The singing was led by the Guild Choir with Father Treadwell, the
Chaplain-General, at the organ. Members of the Chapter of S Stephen served
at the mass and iater at the Guild Office. :
The Annual General Meeting ‘

The hall at Baden Powell -House in Queens Gate was filled when the
meeting began at 2.30pm with the Warden presiding. The Chaplain-General,
Father Treadwell, led the opening prayers. Besides the officers on the platform
were Group Councillors and Father Strachan.

The Secretary General, Brother Howard Gadd, was greeted after his long
illness and he returned thanks for all the prayers and good wishes that had
been expressed for him. Brother Bradley was also greeted and invested as the
new Councillor for Wales.

Business was accelerated by the fact that already prlnted in “The Server”’
were the account of the 1982 meeting (Summer 1982) and the Annual Reports
for the Guild, Candidates for Ordination Fund, and ‘’The Server'’ (Spring 1983)
These were aII adopted and the Warden thanked Brother Howard for his work,
and Father Varney as Editor. -

Copies of the accounts had been made available. (Prmted in next issue.)
Brother Lewis stressed the importance of Covenanting subscriptions for the
Guild, and the auditor, Brother Fortey, was thanked for his work, as was also
the Treasurer General.

In expressing thanks to Brother Stanley Wilcox for being Secretary to the
Candidates for Ordination Fund over the past twenty years, the Warden
invested him as a Grand Councillor as a sign of appreciation of his tremendous
work for that Fund. This was greeted with acclamation. Brother Stanley in
acknowledging this honour spoke of his long association with the Guild since
he was 15, and expressed his appreciation, particularly with the connection of
his Coventry chapter and the Warden. He thanked all who had donated money
to the Fund throughout those years, from giving £25 to individuals' twenty
years ago to a record sum of £6,000 in 1982 to 26 ordinands. :

Father Varney reported that it was proposed to refurbish the Guild's Chapel
in the Holy House at the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham during the
summer months, at acost of £1,000, most of which is in hand since the COF
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have: given £250 from interest received on investments towards that cost.
Brothers are asked to give further donations to the Father Fox Memaorial Fund
so that the COF could be possibly recouped. He also pointed out that Father
Strachan, present at the meeting, is a Clerk of the Order of Our Lady of
Walsingham, and is responsible for our Chapel of S Columba and the Celtic
Saints in that Shrine. It is hoped to arrange for a service of ‘rededication’ when
the work is completed.

The Warden’s Address

Every year | am allowed, in what | regard as a great privilege, to speak to
the Guild in the course of the AGM, and | usually sit down some weeks before
to cogitate on what perhaps is of immediate importance and concern.
‘Renewal’ is a word which is very much brought before us in Church circles
these days. Under the umbrella of the name ‘Renewal’ much is happening and
much takes place. The last two Loughborough Conferences, in 1978 and
during this past week, were part of that Renewal, which is happening
throughout the Church. | was at the former, but not at the latter because as
many of you know | am about to move parishes and just had not the time to
attend a conference this past week, | came away from the first filled and fired
with great enthusiasm and | trust | not only imparted some of that enthusiasm
to others but aiso that some of that enthusiasm has been turned into concrete
action,

We are celebrating this year the 150th anniversary of the famous sermon
preached by saintly John Keble before the Judges of the Assize in the
University Church of Saint Mary, Oxford, from which happening we date the
Oxford Movement in the Church of England. We shall look back with
thanksgiving. | hope also that we shall not only support the many events
planned throughout the country, but that we will do as much study and
reading as we can of what is going to be produced in the course of the year, in
particular by the Church Literature Association. To deepen our knowledge of
our faith we shall remember this year all the great priests and lay people of the
Oxford Movément and, in particular, those who suffered for what they
believed to be right and of God. Father Charles Lowder springs to my mind,
not least because it is not long ago since | read the book ‘Charles Lowder and
the Ritualist Movement’. He and many others were confessors for the Faith,
They suffered for what they believed and they lived out what they believed.
Here Fr Wainwright comes to my mind and his life-style in the parish of Saint
Peter, London Dock. | read recently a short life of him, Do you know that he
walked miles and miles visiting; that at one time he and his assistants had but
one surplice and two coloured stoles between them! When | read that | felt
very humble for | think sometimes we accept an awful ot in church life, we
accept it and value it, but | sometimes think we accept and value without
much sacrifice. Yet the Faith despite all those difficulties was taught and
S Peter's, London Docks, the church was packed and very often so in the very
early morning for mass.

Whatever else may come from this year's celebrations, | believe that there
ought to be a return to what | would describe as basics. | have a fear that some
of us who would call ourselves Catholics are still a bit pre-occupied with
externals. Externals are impaortant in our worship if they are an expression of
what we believe and are not merely a way of doing things. There are many
dangers involved if we merely have a way of doing things -- whatever the way
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and whatever the things. We are. being disloyal to the Oxford Movement
Fathers and our celebrations this year will be a loud sounding nothing if we
haven’t the basics of the Faith in our hearts and if we are not living out those
basics | put before you.

What are these basics? Firstly that the Mass be central to our lives -- on
Sundays, on. Festival days, and on at least one weekday, .if we.would call
ourselves loyal sons of the Catholic Church. Let none of us here this afterncon
be servers who suffer from rota-itis, cnly turning up when we are on the duty
rota. Let us be amongst those who ccme to Mass prepared and come to
receive the Holy Sacrament prepared. Let us go back .to preparing for the
Church’s Seasons by going to Confessicn. Let us renew this year our prayer
life and our study of the Scriptures and of the Faith. What time we spend
these days in front of the televisicn when we could be deepenlng our
knowledge of the Christian Faith?

That is how the Renewal of the Church is going to take place by a return
to basics. | fear some of us worry as tc whether Rite A or Rite B or the new
Roman Rite is followed. | sympathise with those who find changes difficult to
bear, provided they ask themseives, "Why'are the changes thus difficult to
accept?’ I am sensitive to those whc want changes to be rapid -and
uricompromising. Again, | ask such pecple to ask themselves a question --
‘Why do | think such changes are necessary and what is their object?’ But we
must all remember that we are together part of the Body of Christ and that we
must bear with each other; however difficult that may, be at times.

.Great dangers beset_us and | refer here not in particular this year to the
movement for the ordination of women tc the priesthood of the Church or to
strange and unlawtul local unity happenings, but to less obvious dangers. One
of thermn being that we shall concentrate on thought forms and ideas that
deflect us from the basics of the Faith. One such notion abroad is that it really
doesn’t matter what you think, believe cf do, provided that you are building all
on love. The result of this amorphous teaching is that so many in the pews
know next to nothing about the Christian Faith. Another result of this is-the |
growth of the sects in our country today, with their great emphasns inone form
or another on personal salvation. ‘

| believe the Oxford Fathers are calling us down nearly-a century and a half
to renewal in the basics. They are crying to us -- back to' the Sacraments,
back to prayers and back to the Bible. | would hope and, indeed, | pray that

our Guild will play its full and rightful part in-that return. It is the way of
dermnanding -and 10yous sacrifice. It is the way of the Salnts known and
unknown. . :
The Guild's Officers

The Warden said that the General Council had re-elected aII the officers
~and this was unanimously adopted. The Warden thanked all for their
-continued confidence in what they did fcr the Guild. It was a joy and privilege
for all the officers to be involved in the life of the Guild which is.so vigorous
and impartant in the Church at thls time.

Group Elections
The following Councillors were re elected v
‘ A Moare, North London.  D. Lester, North Yorkshlre
M Perkins, Hampshire, etc. R Waker, Gloster,: etc.
L Bullock, Necrthumberland. -
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Brother Bradley being elected for Wales, in the place of Bill Taylor, to
whom tribute was paid for his excellent work as Councillor in the past years.
The Guild Office

The Chaplain General said that the revision of the Office had been
considered at several Council meetings. Many suggestions had been received,
but the Council had agreed that twe alterations could be made. One that the
Office Hymn could be sung before the psalms as in ‘modern’ Vespers, and that
the first psalm could be omitted.

Any other business

Questions and points were raised concerning the dedication of the
Walsingham Chapel after refurbishment, assistance for the Secretary General,
pointing in the first psalm, verse 27 ‘ad-vers-ity’ or ‘ad-ver-sity’, July 16 Oxford
event, robing in Balliol College, not Hall, photagraphic record of the event,
outside broadcast to possible overflow, alterna‘ive venue for Easter festival,
Festival 1o be professionally taped.

If anyone has a suggestion for the Easter festival please inform the
Secretary-General. It should be borne in ‘mind that there must be good
accessibility, many brethren travelling by train from all parts of the country,
large enough hall and church, proximity cf hall and church and lunch facilities.
The Warden

On behalf of all the brethren Brcther Alan Rend wished the Warden
Godspeed and all good wishes in his new work as Vicar of S Ives in
Cambridgeshire. Father Moore thanked the brethren; he said, “If you come
fishing on the Great Quse, you will kncw where we are.”

The Chaplain General

On Sunday, June 19, Father Treadwell kceps the Silver Jubilee of his
ordination. The Bishop of Southwark will preside a* the service at 6.30pm. All
are invited but please write to Father Treadwell for an invitation. The Warden
assured Father Treadwell of the Guild‘s prayers and congratulated him. He had
been Guild organist for 42 years and 20 years as Chaplain General.

Scottish Guild of Servers

Father Strachan thanked all for their welcome. He said that he was last at
an Easter Festival 21 years ago when in ‘exile’ in England. It was lovely to be
back and he paid tribute to COF since withcut tha help he possibly could not
have been ordained. The Guild in Scctland sent their greetings. For many
years they had welcomed the visit of Malccim Perkins to their meetings. Earlier
in the year they had suffered the Icss cf their founder, Canon Wood. The
biggest problem was the question of admission of ladies isto the Guild, but
this was awaiting any decision of the GSS; he would appreciate any guidance
and our pravers.

The meeting concluded with the Chaplain General giving the blessing.

The Office . . L
S Augustine’s was filled to capacity with friends and hundreds of vested

servers. Father Ford officiated at the office. Father Treadwell at the organ and
the:cantors, vested in the Guild's copes, and Guild choir leading the singing.
Once more the very long procession in silence in Queens Gate was an act of
witness to the many passers by,
The Warden presided at the processicn and Benediction which followed.
The Guild is grateful to Father Hewitl for the use of his church which
makes this annual event such a wonderful, joyfu! occasion. Alleluya!l

24




NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

GROUP 13

One Chapter is being revived and all the others meet regularly, and most issue
a diary of their meetings, which greatly helps members toc note the dates and
to know what is going on in the Guild in their area.

THE HOLY APOSTLES, GUERNSEY

At the February meeting in S Stephen’s church a processronal cross was
dedicated by our Chapiain, Father M Trickey, in memory of Grand Councilior
Henry Martin Lihou, who joined the Guild in 1924 and became Chapter
Secretary in 1948; an office he held for thirty years. The cross is of oak,
beautifully fashioned and carved by Brother R Robin, a member of the
chapter. Itis sectional, so can be easily taken to any church where the office is
sung. A donation of £100 was given to COF in his memory, besides £128 sent
to that Fund in 1982,

S-BIRINUS. OXFORD

The AGM in January at S Giles, Oxford was preceded by low mass. {t was
reported that £100 had again been given to COF. The office was sung in
February at S Alban the Martyr, Oxford and in March in the chapel of S John
the Evangelist at the Deaf Centre, Oxford. At the latter sign language was
used for the two totally deaf brothers in the Chapter. A banner for the Chapter
was dedicated in S Barnabas, Oxford in Apnl

S BRENDAN, BRISTOL

1982 was a speclai year, as it celebrated the 60th anniversary of the mauguratron
of the chapter. The chief event was a visit of the Warden to preach at a Group
Office in All Saints, Clifton in October, when we welcomed members of the Group
covering Gloucester, Wiltshire and Avon, as well as visitors from Wales.

S CEDD, ESSEX
Meeting monthly the Chapter has visited various churches in Essex Father

Goulding as Chaplain and all the other officers have been re-elected. Two of our
much loved brothers have died in the past year; Harry Stevenson and Wally
Worthington — RIP.

S CENNYDD, SWANSEA
In January, February and March meetings were held at S Paul, Sketty, S Gabriel,

and Christchurch, Swansea, when addresses were given by Fathers R Thomas,
E Wastell and E Hunt. £120 has been given to COF, We express our appreciation for
his long and faithful-service to the Guild in Wales to Brother Bill Taylor on retiring
as Councillor, and extend our warmest congratulations to Brother R Bradley, our
Vice: Charrman on his election to that office.

S CHAD, COVENTRY '

We met on a wintry evening in February at S Thomas, Longford our chaplain
officiating at the office and the vicar, Father T Barby, preached S Luke, Holbrooks
was visited in March for the AGM and Patronal Festival. The Chapter is sound
financially and is one of those that give three figure contributions to the'COF.
Brother J Daniel from S Mary's Abbey is now Assistant Secretary. The Warden has
written and thanked the chapter for its cooperation and friendship during the
twenty plus years in which he has been associated with it, especially his seven years
as Chaplain. Our Chaplain, Father J Fowler, gave his annual address at the Office.
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S JOHN, TORBAY

At our AGM at S Matthew, Chelston, Torquay the Chapter voted £560 donations to
COF and the Additional Curates Society, and £10 towards the expenses of the
servers, festival to be held in QOctober at Exeter. Father S Leach, vicar of Paignton
was elected Chaplain, and the other officers were re-appointed.

At the Office sung prior to the meeting Prebendary J Donaldson gave an address.

S JUSTUS, SWANLEY

Monthly meetings have continued. Father Wright officiated at the Office at
S Francis, Petts Woods, and our chaplain, Father Stapleton, at All Saints,
when Father Michael Skinner welcomed us in the absence of the Vicar, who was ill,
and after an operation he is well on the way to recovery, We there welcomed the
new verger and Parish clerk, a Guild member,

The AGM was at Holy Trinity, Lamorbey. Fr Stapleton continues as Chaplain
and Father Wright as Assistant Chaplain and all other officers and parish
representatives were re-elected,

OUR LADY OF WILLESDEN AND S MELLITUS, LONDON

The Chapter met eight times in 1982, and the Brunston twins were received as
probationers at S Gabriel, North Acton, when their parish priest officiated at the
Office. A great loss has been in the sudden death of our MC, Brother Cheese, on
PaImISunday.

S LAURENCE, NW NORFOLK

This' Chapter covers a large area of North and West Norfolk and members travel
distances to the monthly meetings, which are well attended. The AGM was at
Hempton, when the officers were re-elected, and in March mass was sung in S Mary,
Walsingham, after which a practice of the music of the office was held,

SS MICHAEL AND PETROC, CORNWALL

At the AGM at S Mary, Wadebridge, Brother Michae! James was elected Chairman,
and' Father A Wright, Chaplain and Brother F Brock, Secretary were re-elected,
Visits are to be paid this year in June to S Endellion, July at S Issey, and in October
at S Lalluwy, Menheniot. Visiting brethren in Cornwall will be welcomed to the
Chapter.

S MILDRED OF THANET, KENT

During the year the Chapter has visited churches in Broadstairs, Ramsgate,
Birchington and Acol. The requiem was at S Thomas, Minnis Bay, the first visit to
that church, The year's highlight was our patronal festival at the RC chuirch of Qur
Lady Star of the Sea, Broadstairs, where we were welcomed by Canon J O'Friel,
The office was sung, our chaplain, Father P Adams, officiated and the sermon was
given by the Abbot of § Augustine, Ramsgate. Servers visiting Thanet are welcomed
to the Chapter’s events.

§S OSMUND AND SWITHUN, BOURNEMOUTH

On Easter Monday the Chapter visited Tisbury in Wiltshire for mass and later Holy
Trinity, Southampton, for the Office and Benediction, {.ater in April we held a
solemn mass at Christchurch Priory. Members attended evensong at Hinton Martel
when Bishop David Maddock preached. The rector Canon Barnard, is a regular
contributor to this magazine,

-8 Stephen, Bournemouth, was the venue in May for the Festival of Our Lady.

.
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S OSYTH, BUCKS

The AGM was held after a mass in S Dunstan, Monks Fhsborough in January It
was reported that £85 had been sent to COF, be5|des_ donations to the RNLI, BBC
. Children in Need and the Helen House Hospice.

HOLY RESURRECTION, SUSSEX

Attendances had fallen during the winter months, but we had a good number for
-the office at S Mary de Haura, Shoreham, in February, when five were admitted
probationers, The AGM in ‘March was at § LuKe, Brighton, being preceded with
Statlons of the Cross

FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL .

Ad mission to full Membership '

There are a considerable number of Probationer Members who have now combleted
their one year's period and are due for admission to full membership. Will Chapters
please consult their records and claim for any member-now due.

Guild Publications etc. (obtainable from Secret_ary-General)

Guild Office 18p
Card Office of Initiation/Admission 10p
Guild Office, Ceremonial Guide 20p
Guild Office Plain Chant - 26p
Guild Office Organ Accompaniment 40p
Guild Manual 25p
Guild Lapel Badge 50p
Church Poarch Card . 8p
Order of the Mass ’ 40p
Guild Directory 50p

Guild Ties . ‘ £2.50

Life Membership is £10.00

" GUILD CHRISTMASS CARDS 1983

We have some 1200 Christmass Cards over from previous yéérs and these are on
offer at a much reduced price to clear and make way for a new design card for 1984,

Coloured Nativity Design cards - @ 5 for 30p with envelopes
Nativity Prayer word cards - @ 10 for 30p with envelopes

All orders please to Secretary-General. Plus postage.
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ORDER FORM THE SERVER

Published in Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter - £1.60

" Please send me The Server commencing with
the....ocrieveeennee. issue, for which | enclose Cheque/Postal Order to

value of......cccuvenee. | (] SO Copies......ecovevnne. Year(s).

Remittances to be made payable to “Guild of Servants of the
Sanctuary’’

......................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

.........................................

............................................................

Please complete and return with remittar.ce to:

N. Makepeace
37 Dillotford Avenue, Styvechale,
Coventry CV3 5DR Tel: 0203 415278

If receipt required please send SAE.

NOTE~To ensure you are included in the list' of subscribers please complete
and return this form.
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