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How to keep
well informed . ..

ON THE CHURCH
AT WORK IN THE WORLD

It is more than ever essential that Christians should keep
themselves fully informed about the important discussions
and developments that are taking place in the Church today.

The Church newspaper with universal appeal that gives
the widest coverage of Church news, both home and overseas,
is the Church Times. Its responsible editorials, stimulating
articles, special features and book reviews are read by scores
of thousands of active and thoughtful people of all shades of
churchmanship and political following.

The Church Times plays an indispensable part in the life of
the Church of England; it has maintained the highest
standards of journalism throughout its 117 years of life.

In order to introduce the Church Times to potential new
readers we shall be very pleased to supply free specimen
copies to any parish willing to promote the sale of the paper.

Please write to us, stating quantities requirod:
G. J. Paimer & Sons Ltd., 7 Portugal Street, London, WC2A 2HP.
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The CHURCH UNION was founded in 1859 as a result of the great
renewal which began in Oxford in 1833, to recall the Church of Eng.
land to her true Catholic idendty, and to ensure that the great truths
of the faith are defended and shared with others.

" In the 1980s we must not only defend our heritage but make sure
that we take the initiative to go forward and bring the faith to others,
The Church Union is fully committed to the Catholic Renewal move-
ment, and the aims of both bodies can only be achieved if we have one

“single united and representative voice speaking on behalf of as many
+ parishes and individuals as possible. The CHURCH UNION is the only
organisation with the staff, the premises, and the expencnce that,
with your support, can do this.

Join the Church Union, as an individual or by parish membership, and
you will be forwarding the work of Catholic Renewal, qualify for the
advice and assistance that the Union can give, and assist the work of
THE CHURCH LITERATURE ASSOCIATION the only independent
pubhshmg house committeed to the Catholic movement.

Write or telepbone for membership details:

THE CHURCH UNION
Faith House 7 Tufton Street London SW1P 3QN
Telephone 01-222 6952




EDITORIAL

MARCH, APRIL, MAY
LENT, PASSION, EASTER, PENTECOST‘

From Ilstentlng to God's call of repentance that we may be recreated wrth a
new heart, through the Redeemer who takes away the sin of the world, into a
fuller life of faith, in the power of the Spirit, who transforms and sanctifies us.
‘Such must be our thoughts'in these months of 1983. Months in,which we can

.pray and worship with our fellow brethren in the yearly cycle of the great
.events of our Faith. Events brought home to us in those ‘particular liturgies of

the Fasts and Feasts. Perhaps too familiar to some where such are common
year after year, but should not be as they empha5|se God's love for us and in
return we must show our love for God in our sincere pamcrpatlon .in prayer,
the Word and Sacrament. -

Such musings underlié the thoughts of many-as the Church gives thanks
for all that the Oxford Movement has done in the past 150 years to- quicken its

_. life in the proclamation of the Gospel ‘and in the ““exciting of’ Prety and

Devotion in the Public Worship of God” (1662 Prayer Book).

Guilds for servers have been in emstence for most of those 150 years our
Guild cameinto .existence in 1899, comblmng with 'earlier Guilds, .with its
objects of raising the spiritual tone ‘of servers, promoting a. consmentlous
performance of their duties, and encouraging frequent commumcatron

Our Annual Report shows the contiriued growth of the Gunld partrcularly
in the ‘overseas’ Churches of the Anglican. Communion, and with the Guild's
great Festivals of Easter and in the Autumn, besides.Group festivals, it is. a
cause for much rejoicing, that it is in good heart and witnessing to the Faith.

.One can rejo:ce at ‘this 'year's Easter Festival, one can exult at the' Oxford
.celebration.in July, and go forward in the serwce of God in. Chrrst Christ who

is our.Pedce. . ¢ - : o .
' - THE PEACEOFCHRISTBEWITHYOU ALLELUIA '

+ Lo

E A PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES
" Friday 18th__Friday 25th May, 1984 S
LED BY THE BISHOP OF LONDON e

Estimated cost £250 -
. (mcludes return air-fare, full beard, insurance and alrport tax)
' Booklng forms from:;- . = - ‘
. The Reverend J. McCollough,
R : S Hugh's Vicarage; 51 Pasley Road, . S
. - . LEICESTER LE29BU , |

A stamped addressed envelope would be’ apprecrated



A CENTURY AND A HALF
Canon Charles Smith

Scarcely any part of the Church of England, indeed of the Anglican
Communion, has been unaffected by the Oxford Movement, the 150th
anniversary of whose beginning we celebrate this year. It was on July 14,
1833, that the Reverend John Keble, a former fellow of Oriel College, author of
‘The Christian Year’, but now a country curate in Gloucestershire, preached
the assize sermon’in the University Church of S Mary, Oxford, later published
under the title ‘National Apostasy’. Yet the apostasy it spoke of was of a very
different kind from that which might concern the preacher 150 years later, and
illustrates the somewhat unlikely origins of the Oxford Movement and of

Catholic Anglicanism as we have known it for several generations. The modern

supporter of the movement would find the old fashioned High Churchman of
1883 very strange company, and Keble's sermon was concerned with the
privileges of the Establishment, and attacked the state for neutrality between
the different churches of Iretand and for suppressing seven Irish bishoprics.
The religious state of England at that time is the subject of argument among
histotians. There were undoubtedly parishes where people were cared far and
the gospel preached, the Evangelical Revival had generated enthusiasm in
many places, but by and large the picture was a depressing one. In intellectual
circles religion was respected, but it was based on human reason alone, and
extreme scepticism held sway. Reason is one element in religion, but must go
with divine revelation in Scripture and Tradition. There was little or no
conception of the Church of England as of divine origin, part of the body of
Christ, and religion was certainly not sacramentat. The Oxford Movement was
concerned to restore these forgotten truths to the Church of England, to call
her back to her true heritage.

It originated with a group of scholars -- Keble, Newman, Hurrell +roude,
all Oriel men -- and they attracted other members of the University concerned
with asserting the faith of the Church of England as at one with the faith of the
Apostles and the early Christian centuries, against liberal attacks. The Church
was commonly regarded “‘as part of the Constitution, and the Prayer Book as
an act of Parliament which only folly or disloyalty could quarrel with”’. But,
said the Oxford men, it originated from Christ through the Aposties, its life
was supernatural, it deserved honour, respect and support from the state and
allegiance from the people on those grounds. All very academic, and the first
stages of the movement were confined to theological debate in the remote and
restricted circles of the Oxford of those days. But before long, it spread
through the whole church. ‘Tracts for the Times’, the famous series
expounding the teaching of the Oxford men, began to appear in September
1833 and were distributed by enthusiasts all over the country, and read avidly
in vicarages and country houses. Dean Church, the historian of the
Movement, wrate: “'...the ring of these early Tracts was something very
different from anything yet known in England. They were clear, brief, stern
appeals to conscience and reason, sparing of words, utterly without rhetoric
intense in purpose. They were like the short, sharp, rapid utterances of men in
pain and danger and pressing emergency.’” They were a trumpet call to rally to
the defence of the church of Christ, to restore jt to its ancient zea) and the
ancient faith which the authors asserted was unequivocally taught in the
Prayer Book and the formularies of the Church of England.
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The events of the next twelve years have been told many times. The new
movement roused strong opposition, but also attracted support from some of
the ablest men of the day. The most prominent of these was Edward Bouverie
.Pusey, a scholar of prodigious learning and wide reputation, a professor and
Canon of Christ Church. Newman wrote: "‘His accession gave us a position
and a name. ‘Without.him, we should have had no chance of meeting any .
serious resistance and the liberal aggression.’

The three leaders were very different, as tlme was to show. Keble was the
old fashioned, high church Tory but he was a poet and a devoted pastor, who
earned respect on all sides. Pusey's contribution-to the movement has
probably been underestimated, but in Oxford his standing was extremely high.
But it was Newman who dominated the movement. He wielded an enormous
influence over.undergraduates in Oxford, therefore over the clergy of the
future; and his sermons in the University church of S Mary the Virgin attracted
great crowds: Like all great preachers, his effect was to a considerable degree
.due to his personality, but the matter and style of the sermons cause them to
be read even after 150 years. Yet Newman was suspect.in some quarters. His
historical researches; and his acute intellect, ‘prevented him from accepting
easy answers to difficult questions, and very early he was worried by what he
came to,regard- as- the inevitable answer to the questions raised. by the
movement. Like the others, he started with a fear, almost 'a horror, of Rome
and ‘“Roman corruptions’’, but as the years passed, he’came to see them as
legitimate developments. it is:Newman whose theology has most affected
modern thought and the understanding .of Christian doctrine. There were
others, notably Hurrell Froude and W G Ward. They might be regarded as the
precursors of the later, more flamboyant types of ‘Anglo-Catholicism, for they
were critical of Church of England forms and traditions, wishing to bring the
church back into the mainstream of the western church. The publication of
Froude’s 'Remains’ after his early death, showed him as highly critical of the
16th century. reformers, and adopting forms of spirtituality which Protestant
England regarded as Popish and unhealthy in the extreme. They caused a
furore, seemed to justify susplcmns of romamsmg , and lost many friends to
the ' movement,

In 1845 Newman, after years of personal struggle was recelved into. the
Roman Catholic Church Dean Church called it a “catastrophe’ for the
movement. He was followed by a number of others. But the Tractarians, .as
they:were called, recovered, and Pusey found himself in the . position of
leader. A man of great learning and sanctity, he was quite unsunted to lead a
party, in fact none of the prominent figures of those early days was a natural
leader, the position’ was! forced upon them But the movement and its
teachmg had spread far beyond academic circles.into the panshes and the
rehguous life of England and beyond. The defection of .one ‘man, however
prominent, could not stop its progress Its strong sacramental teaching
inevitably showed itself in externals. It is often said that Pusey and his fellows
had no place for externals, although they defended the principle of adorning
churches and beautifying wofship. But they were not pansh priests, and the
English had been deprived of beautv and the “niminous’ in theif worship for
too long and within a short space of time vestments, ‘lights, incense ‘and the
rest had come back. The story of the attempts of authorlty to keep back the
flood, the unhistoric statements, abusive propaganda, attempts, to control
rehgnon by law are best passed over, though the scars remain even when
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things the Ritualists contended for are common practice and have received
official recognition. We should see the ritual revival, like the Oxford Movement
from which it sprang, as part of an attempt to preach the gospel to the English
in a way it had not been preached for some hundreds of years. There were
mistakes, of course. Perhaps the ritualists took post-Tridentine Roman
Cathdlicism as the norm too easily, but where else couild they look? Here was a
living tradition of Christian and Catholic worship which seemed to work, and
had all the qualities Anglican worship had lost. So with teaching on the
spiritual life. The French writers -- Surin, Grou and others -- were readily to
hand, and contact with French Catholics and French priests had become
much easier since the emigrés came to this country during the reign of terror in
France. It was a form of spirituality which, in the light of developments in the
present century, seems somewhat unbiblical and non-liturgical, but the
lessons of such whole hearted devotion to the will of God served the
movement well for over a hundred years. The emphasis on rules and laws,
especially the rigorous rule of fasting communion, seems excessive in
retrospect, but it brought home to thousands of English churchmen the
uncompromising claims of God. The alternative was at its best admirable, but
a this-worldly, eminently respectable way of Christian living evokes no
response from a soul in love with God. The revival of the religious life, under
the influence of Pusey and John Mason Neal, and later of Fr Benson, was
another indication of this spiritual renewal. Again there were mistakes. The
present generation has seen the end of many of the small communities which
sprang up in parishes during the years of enthusiasm. Many of them were
based on inadequate knowledge of the religious life, of spiritual direction, and
a romantic view of the Middle Ages. The vast monastic buildings which were
erected are a sign of faith, but an embarrassment to communities in later
generations. But the religious life had come to stay and, having been renewed,
has much to contribute to the Church.

Under the influence of the Oxford Movement, religion in England’ became
sacramental once more. Nearly all religious revivals start with renewed
emphasis on the Eucharist. It had been true of the Evangelical revival, but for
the Tractarians, sacraments were not only for the few but for the many. This
emphasis, now deep in the very nature of Anglicanism, has enabled it to lead
in the religious movement of the twentieth century, which have found the
expression and ground of common life in the body of Christ in the Eucharist.
But emphasis was not on the eucharist alone. Pusey especially, but all his
followers, proclaimed the right of every member of tha Church to receive
absolution after private confession. We cannot but be astonishéed that
something so clearly provided in the Prayer Book should have met with such
opposition. It sprang not from the teaching or provisions of the Church but
from the circumstances of Victorian family life and the inherited prejudices of
many generations. But in spite of violent and often scurrilous attacks, the
fathers persevered, and the church has reason to be grateful to them.

Sacramental Christianity, the faith of the Incarnation, can never be
restricted to ordinance in church, The Tractarians have been accused of being
“churchy’’, and not concerned with God's creation and his people. They are
contrasted, for instance, with such figures as F D Maurice. There may be
something in the accusation, but it was a "‘churchy” age, and they worked for
renewal at the very heart of the Christian faith: belief in the Incarnation and its
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-continuation in church and sacraments. Before long, the social consequences
of their teaching was being proclaimed. and lived out by devoted parish priests
in the slums of the great cities. Men like Fr Lowder or Fr Dolling are the heroes
of the Catholic Revival, and it was faithful pastoral work such as theirs which,
as much as anything, overcame Victorian prejudice. Their heirs have, throuqh
the years, been promiinent among thcse who have studied social problems
and strive for social justice. If that aspect of our tradition should become less
notable than of yore, it can only be because we have not.realised the
implications of our faith. God can be: blasphemed as much by our socnal
systems and injustices as by our words .
* * : * '*’ ] o
The Oxford Movement had appealéd to tradition -- not merely traditional
Anglicanism, but the great tradition, stretching back to the Apostolic Church.
The Apostolic Succession. of the bishops, on which it {aid such emphasis, is
part of that tradition, along with the teaching. about’ the Eucharist, real
presence and sacrifice, along with the sacrarnental life which it renewed, cne-
could say revived, for it had been long neglected. It rescued the Church of
England from its lsolatnon and caused Anglicans to think of themselves as
part of the universal church. Some of the questions raised are stlll not resolved
-~ probably they can nevér be finally settled. How can we understand
Scripture apart from the tradition? What is the rélation between the whole
Church and the part? What relationship is possible with the Apostohc See of
Rome? Newman's solution was not the only one, and events in the past few
years have suggested solutions inconceivable in the mid-19th century. :
Christianity is a revealed religion: to believe is.to accept the mystéry, but it
is a mystery which has been shown to us in Christ, and which we explore -
when we worship, especially in the Eucharist. The long revered forms of the
Book of Common Prayer, which the early Tractarians defended and seemed to
find adequate, proved too narrow when their teaching. went out into the
parishes. To supplement and adorn them. with borrowings from the ‘Western
Rite’ or from medieval Sarum sufficed for a time, but it was the end of an age
when liturgy had become sterile. A new age seeks.new forms to enshnne the
mystery:
But above all, the Oxford Movement was a call to sanctity of Ilfe to
scriptural holmess Its true memorial and celebration.is in the holy Iwes of
countless men and women, all over the Anglican Communion and _beyond,
who durlng the past 150 years have lived in faith, persevering in union with
Christ in his church, such lives as in the days of the Apostles and martyrs

Note: 'Forthcomlng Events detall some of the special L
services arranged in thanksglvmg for . the s
Oxford Movement. . s o -

WHY C of E? - (4) -- BECAUSE OF THE POSlTlON OF THE CLERGY
Canon W H Barnard ' . g

* In some homes you will see a book wrth some such mfe as Be your own
home Doctor”. In certain-ways, of course, everyone can be his own doctor for
we all understand sevéral common sense rules about health. But the wise
person knows that at times we must-call in the help of someone who-has had
special training and gives his whote time to the probleny of health.

.
v
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In many ways the position of the doctor resembles the position of the
clergy in the Church of England. The Church quite clearly teaches that all
believers are in some sense priests. There is a ‘priesthoad of the laity’ since all
Christians have the duty of being mediators between God and man. We must
show God to men and women by acts of witness. We must show the world to
God by holding it up in acts of prayer. That is as much part of the common
sense of Christianity as reasonable care is one of the common sense facts
about health,

But for most people the cares of this world make it impossible to give their
whole attention to the things of God. Hence there are full time priests and
bishops. They have accepted the solemn responsibility of the “‘cure of souls”.
They must be pastors and guardians of the things of God, as for example, His
Word and Sacraments.

God has given each one of us a task to do. Some perform it by being
grocers, farmers, clerks, engineers, workers with microchips or one of a
thousand other jobs. The Clergy are those who carry out a particular job for
which they are given the grace of Holy Orders. The giving of this grace has
passed in unbroken succession from our Lord Himself to our own day. The
clergy stem from Jesus even as the Church itself does. The Church does not
treat the clergy as having magical powers nor are they priests because they
happen to: be good preachers or friendly people. They are men who have
answered a special call to do a special job. The Church of England is neither
priest-ridden nor priest-less.

A Prayer for priests:

**Q Blessed Lord Jesus, Lord of the harvest, we pray thee
- send forth labourers into the harvest and by thy Holy
! Spirit stir the hearts of many that they may be ready to

spend and be spent in thy service, and, if it please thee, so
~ to lose their life in this world that they may gather fruit
" unto life eternal. O Lord, thou lover of souls, hear us, we

humbly beseech thee.” (Bishop Wilson, AD 1816)

THE ALTERNATIVE SERVICE BOOK: THE ORDINAL
The Revd F.E. Pickard
HI The Rites in Detail: Analysis

If there are thase who are doubtful about the use of the ASB because they
regard it as tedious, | fear they have probably reached the point when they
regard the sequence of articles | have, by the kind invitation of the Editor,
provided for this magazine have long passed the stage when the exercise has
become equally tedious; for this | apologise.

In the last issua containing my survey of the Ordinal | dealt with its shape,
and with the lections, and expressed a number of disappointments, but |
conclude “‘these disappointments are compensated by the rest of the Rite,”

I must begin with this point again, that the new QOrdinal is the best Ordinal
offered to the Church of England since the Reformation; despite its admitted
shortcomings, there is no doubt that if any Rite is capable of making Bishops,
Priests and Deacons in the Church of England, this Rite must succeed.
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1) itis clearly the intention ‘of the Rite to provide the Church with Brshocs,
Priests and.Deacons, and their intention is unequivocally stated both in the
preface and elsewhere. 7 . .

2) It properly restricts the Minister of Holy Orders to the eprscopate there is
no suggestion anywhere ta be found that their presence and function is
optional (the participation of the assembled priests in the laying on of hands at
a Priest’s ordination is well within the Catholic tradition).

3) That the whole centre of the Rite in any case is the faying on of hands by a -
Bishop, or Bishops, with prayer to the Holy Spirit is quite obvious from any
impartial observation of the Rites concerned. The formula used is succinct
“’Send down the Holy Spirit upon your servantn’. . . .. for the office, and
work of a Deacon/Priest/Bishop in"your Church,’”” and what is said there in

‘

essence is amply reinforced by the remalnder of the Rite. ‘ -

. (@) Inthecaseofa Deacon the Brshop explarns that a Deacon is called
to ‘serve the Church of God, and to.work with its members in caring for the
poor, the needy, the sick, and all who are in trouble. He is to strengthen the
faithful, search out the careless and the indifferent, and to preach the word of
God in the place to which he is licensed. A Deacon assists the priest under
whom he serves, in leading the worship of the people, especially in the
administration of the Holy Communion. He may baptize when required to do
s0. It is his general duty to do such pastoral work as is entrusted to him."”

No Catholic would quarrel with this description of a Deacon’s work.
{Perhaps one would have liked somie mention of the deacen as assistant to the
Bishop rather than a dignitary, as i$ usually the case in the Church of England
but | am being pedantic.) :

(b) When we come to a Priest, Catholics must be equally satrsfred the
Bishop's declaration stresses the unity of the entire presbytery under the
Bishop and specifically mentions that he is “in Christ’s name to absolve”, he is
to preach, to baptise, to preside at the Holy Communion, to lea_d'_'hiS'people
and to bless them, and to ‘‘prepare the dying for their death,’” {a very useful
remmder in the Church of England}. The old Prayer Book language of being

messengers watchmen and stewards of the Lord to teach and premonish
etc...) is repeated, but taken in conjunction with- the first paragraph of the
declaration, is now heavily reinforced by the specific office which is
. mentioned. Anyone hearing the Bishop read such a declaration could never
fail 10 be convinced that the Bishop intended to ordain Prrests in the Catholrc
understandrng of that word. | .

{c)- When we turn_to the roll of the BrshOp, the Archblshop in- hrs
declaration fittingly begins with the word “oversight”’, -and the declaration
rightly points out that, "‘As a chief pastor he shares with his fellow. bishops a
special responsibifity to maintain and. further the unity of the .Church; to
uphold its discipline, and to. guard its faith.” Also, "He is to.promote its
mission throughout the world.”” Again; “Itis his duty to:watch over and pray. -
for all those committed to his charge, and to teach and govern them after the
example-of the Apostles, speaking in the name of God, and interpreting the
gospel of Christ. He is to know his people, and be known by them. He.is to
ordain, and to send new ministers, guiding those who serve with him, and
enabling them to fulfil their ministry. He is to baptise and confirm, to preside at
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the Holy Communion, and to lead the offering of prayer and praise. He is to be
merciful, but with firmness, and to minister discipline, but with mercy. He is to
. have’a special care for the outcast and needy; and to those who turn to God he
s to declare the forgiveness of sins.” His role as the baptiser of adults, as well
as the minister of Cenfirmation, is fittingly emphasized as is his pres:dency of
the Eucharist.

Once again, no Catholic can quarrel with what is understood to be the role
of the Bishop according to this Qrdinal.

Perhaps there may be disappointment with the présentation of symbols of
those ordained, following their ordination. Thus, to the deacon, as before, is
to be presented a New Testament, to a Priest the Holy Bible, and to a Bishop
the Holy Bible likewise, but Note 8 at the beginning of the Ordinal specifically
says this: “Symbols -- Where it is so agreed, symbols of the priest’s office
{chalice and paten) or the bishop’s office (pastoral staff) may be presented
after the Giving of the Bible,”” and Catholics will encourage this development.
Likewise the note on Vesture admits that they may be “clothed in their
customary vesture,” and Catholics should now address themselves to
persuading the Church that the customary vesture is not merely a coloured
stole, but a Dalmatic in the case of a Deacon, a Chasuble in the case of a Priest
and the addition of a Mitre in the case of a Bishop to the Chasuble he ought to
be wearing throughout! (if the Chasuble is considered to be "too hot”, or
should | say “‘too high'’, what about a campaign to popularise the use of the
“Chalb"” -- surely this can be sold as a piece of “ecumenicism’'?)

Much else might be said, we could examine Litanies used in connection
with prayers before "Ordination for example, but let this suffice -- in the
Ordinal of the ASB we have a Rite which is more than sufficient to consecrate
Bishops, ordain Priests and make Deacons. Qur tasks as Catholics in the
Church of England should be, as it has always been, to make the Church of
Engiand aware of the heritage and treasures it already possesses, and to lead
the Church into using these Rites in a way wholly congruent with the tradition
and practices of the Universal Church.

MAKING THE MOST OF ASB
Evening Prayer -- |
The Revd Brian Brindiey

Besides the Holy Eucharist, a service at which servers may often find
themseives called upon to asmst is Solemn Evensong. {This is much less
common than once it was: in the days before evening Mass was accepted, the
only soiemn service that many churches could manage to put on in connection
with great feasts falling on weekdays was Solemn Evensong, either on the
feast-day itself or, more usually, on the evening before. Its place has been
taken, in most parishes, by a Solemn Eucharist on the evening of the feast
itself. Similarly, in many parishes, the congregations on Sunday evenings have
shrunk to the point where it is neither practicable nor desirable to attempt to
render Evening Prayer with elaborate ceremonies. There are probably few

. churches where Solemn Mattins -- i.e. Morning Prayer sung, with full
ceremonies -- is called for, except in some parishes as a preliminary to the
Midnight Mass at Christmass. )
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. Before it is possible to understand the ceremonial of Solemn Evensong, it.
is necessary to-know something about the structure and purpose of Evening .
Prayer, and of Offices in general. | shall therefore concentrate in this article on
the structure of the Office; later, we can'look at the ceremonial-with which'it-is
traditionally adorned, and at the opportunmes and problems presented by the
particular forms of the Office included.in ASB. B 4

. It is worth noting-at the outset a-distinction between the Eucharist- and the
Office; the Eucharist began as a soiemn rite with many people taking part and
with quite elaborate ceremonial; a !‘simple’’ service {what is called Low Mass,
or:Said Mass) with only one priest-and..one-server, and a minimum of
ceremonial, is a much later development. Evening Prayer, on the other hand,,
began as a Choir Cffice, recited by priests and-religious seated in their stalls,
and without ceremonies; the ceremacnies of Solemn Evensong are something
that has: been grafted on to this original simplicity, .so that it becomes- -
something done as well as something recited.

Whether Simple or Solemn, however, the core of an Ofﬁce remams the
recitation of Scripture. Other thmgs may be included- -- an Office Hymn, a
Collect, certain canticles (like the .Te Deum) which are not drawn from the
Bible; but, with these small exceptions, an Office is all Scrlpture .

The backbone of it.is the Psalter. The essence of an Office is saying the
Psalms -- and saying them in a careful and reflective manner. That is why itis' |
such: a pity if -- in the interests of brevity -- the psa|ms are cut down'to a
single one, possibly of only a few verses: if psalmody is seen as no'more than a’
boring interlude between the cther parts of the Office; then you have missed:
the point of the whole exerclse Itis the other parts that are the * extras”-‘ The
Psalms are the'"“basics"’. . )

.. There :are_only 150 psalms but therr coment is vast and astomshmg!y
varled Sometimes it is possible to select'psalms that are especially appropriate
to a season, or an o_ccasion, or a time of day; but, most often, the psalms will
be recited “'in course’” -- on a pre-determined plan based on the day of the
month.or of the week. ---and it is left to the variable portions of the Office -~
Hymn Antiphons if they are used,-Collect -- to strike the “keynote’’ for the
occasion; they comment, as it were, on the psalms, and, enlarge our
understandlng of them.in new ways. . < r

A tyoical Office, then, will consist of. T
-* 1} Opening * versucles:.’ and.”responses" --in fact most verses

from g}_? Bible. . C e
2} An “Office Hymn -~ to introduce the "keynote at . ‘
- at the beglnnlng
.* 3) Psalms -- possibly |ntroduced by Antlphons to empha5|se
. the theme. r
*4) A Readlng {or possubly Readlngs) from the Bible ol
- sometimes short, sometimes long.” * ‘
* 5) A Canticle -- almost always a passage from Scripture .. -
for singing.
* 6} Prayers -- sometimes Intercessions, sometlmes more verses

.. from the Bible. . - ' . oo

7)" A Collect -~ a special praver for the day or occasion, ., .

8} More versicles,and responses to end with. . e ‘
¥ These sections are (invariably or usually) Scnpture ; -

The pattern of Offices was greatly developed in the monasteries, where

~ ¢

. * '
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there were opportunities for prayer more frequent and more extended than
among . the secular clergy. At the height of its development, this pattern
included a Iarge number of guite short Offices -- at dawn, at 9 o’clock,
mid-day, 3 o'clock, and at bed-time; two more substantial Offuces Morning
Prayer (Lauds) and Evening Prayer (Vespers) and a long, medltatwe Office,
in which most of the long Scripture readings were concentrated, mcludmg
many Psalms, designed to be said during the night, and rather confusingly
called Matins.

In practice, for understandable reasons, these Offices tended to become
grouped together, and to be said in “lumps’’; this grouping was formalized by
Cranmer in his first Book of Common Prayer of 1649: Mattins contained some
elements of the old Matins and Lauds; Evensong contained the essentials of
the old Vespers and Compline, Nothing survived of the Lesser Hours during
the day. The long Scripture readings were taken from the Night Office, and
shared between Mattins and Evensong, an Old Testament and a New
Testament reading at each.

This is the pattern, with some changes, that has come down to us today. It
has to be said that, as an Office to be said every day by a priest, obliging him to
read the whole Psalter twelve times a year, and the greater part of the Bible in
the course of a year, it makes good sense; its disadvantage is that, in the

"interests of simplicity, it reduces to a minimum the element of seasonal

variation. As a service to be attended once a week by the laity, on the other.

hand, its virtues are less obvious, because the essentials of continuous reading
of the Psaiter and the Scriptures are interrupted and obscured. Be that as it
may, Evensong from the 1662 Prayer Book is a service well loved by many, and
has become a part of their devotional lives, seeming to them to be the ideal
opportunity for returning to church on a Sunday evening to give thanks for the
blessings received in the morning Eucharist.

You will see from what | have written that your Guild Offlce conforms
closely to the traditional pattern of an Office: it is, in fact, an example of what
is called ""Votive Vespers” -- Evening Prayer (centred on the Gospel canticle
Magnificat) in which the variable parts {Office Hymn, antiphons, coliect) are
chosen, not to accord with a season or a feast-day, but to assist a particular
intention or interest; in your case the particular interest is that of those who
minister in the sanctuary, and the purpose of the Office is to direct your
attention to, and enable you to meditate upon, the various Scripture passages
{especially the psalms) which will help you to develop the appropriate spirit of
understanding and reverence which is necessary for this ministry.

In my next article | shall try to explain the reascn behind the traditional
ceremonies of a Solemn Office, and ways in which they can be most heipfully
performed; after that, we can examine how they can be applied to the “‘new’’
order contained in the Alternative Service Book.

YOUNGER BROTHERS (No 10)

Tiny

The Editor has informed me that my ‘‘anonymity is causing some conjecture”.
Apparently one Chapter thinks that the Editor and myself are one and the
same person. | can assure all Younger (and other) brothers that this is

definitely not true. In fact we are fairly well removed, both in distance and in
age. So if there are any complaints, Father Varney is not to blame.

' 12
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The Oxford Movement T T
~ You.have read elsewhere that thls year marks the 160th anniversary of the .
Oxford Movement.

In 1833 a priest-called John Henry Newman and his friends at Oxford were '
very worried about the state of the church in England: What would we.have. .
found if we had walked into aParish Church in 1833? We would have found an
empty building, stripped of its former beauty, and perhaps falling to pieces.
We would be able to see that the Catholic Faith had been neglected for years..
The Holy Communion may have been only celebrated once every month or
quarter; perhaps with the wine bottle standing on the bare altar. There would
have been no vestments, incense or rich music. The services would have been
mainly Morning and Evening Prayer.

in the parish there would be no organizations for young™ people
Confirmation was often carried out without any preparation, and the
Sacrament of Penance had been almost forgotten. In a word the church was

almost dead.
Recovery of Church Life -

Despite all the doom and gloom in the-Church, the great men of the Oxford
Movement saw that there was still hope for the church. What. gave them this
hope? It was our 1662 Book of Common Prayer. They insisted that the Prayer
Book made it clear that the Church of England was a living part of the One
Holy Catholick Church; and not a Protestant sect as some people had come. to
believe and act as though were true.

The Apostolic Succession | ) v )

The Prayer Book tells us that at the Reformaflon the Church of England
continued the three orders of Bishop, Priest, and, Deacon in the Catholic
Church. Despite all the neglect and disbeiief of some, the.church has
‘maintained the Apostolic Succession. Each Blshop throughout the ages has
been Consecrated by the ““laying on of hands’’ 'of other Bishops, right back to
the Apostles who were ordained the first Bishops by our Risen Lord when he
said: “Receive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose soever sins ye remit, '
’ they are remitted unto them: and whose soever sins ye

retain, they are retained.”’ :
This power given to the Apostles has been’ passod down through the Apostolic .

Succession to our present B|shops
Vestments .

The ‘members of the Oxford- Movement also mamtamed that the
Ornaments Rubric (which we can find opposite the first page of Morning
Prayer) ordered that the vestments of the Catholic Church shaould be used.

* The Prayer Book also states that ‘there should be careful preparation for:
Confirmation.and Communion, and that.people should be able to’ make their.
confession to a priest in order to receive God's absolution.

The next one hundred years were a struggle.for the many brave pnests ‘who
tried to follow the instructions of the Prayer Book. Some were thrown out of
their panshes by.Bishops, while others were sent to gaol for-using incense, .
vestments and other ornaments whlch we take so much-for granted todav
A Lesson for Today ’ *

Perhaps one lesson we should Iearn from all this is to be faithful to the
Catholic Faith which we all say we accept when we join the Guild. Tiny would
also venture to say that we ought not to be too hasty in following every
modern change and fashion in liturgy and worship, but remeémber that the
Prayer Book which inspired the fathers of the Oxford Movement is still there to
inspire us today. 13
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DIRECTORY | .

Guild Choir Secretarv B, Chilton, 12 Longlands Avenue, Coulsdon Surrey,
. ] CRS 2QJ. Tel. 01 660 0865 . ‘ S ‘
‘Chapter v A Secretary e} Ce T o
S Aidan Con + < v D Broadiey, 71 Blagden* Lane Newsome Huddersfleld
SAndrew&SBomface C E Wiide, 48 St Peter's Street Twerton Déevon
SDubrmus : JT Cartwrlght ‘45a ngh Street Broom, Alcester
Warcs: BS0 4HL g .
Qur Lady&SHugh of = J Alder, 14 Valnant Close, Harlmgton Dunstable,
Lincoln - Beds. . L » !
S Lawrence Fraser Grant, Rose Way,- Guist-Roéd ‘Foulsham,
NR20 5R2 s
S Paulinus | - M Pratt, 17 Cobden Street, Morley, Leeds 27
The Redeemer . . . J Hutchinson, 2165000 Dalhousre DR NW Calgary,
Alberta, Canada - e
. o : v
CHANTRY BOOK o R AL
"Remember our brothers, who have gdne to their rest, in the hope of rising'ait_;ai_'n‘.'
M‘A\; IR ..: . i~ ' 4 ) ‘-'. ‘4 ‘- - 1- - . ‘IOCTOBER ,| ' " ‘,w’
_Frederick Johnson. = . * ) : © _ACorner’ "%
. AR , .. .. ~John EJrcks S
JuLY Y NOVEMBER Y T
Frederick Young, priest Derek C Philp
L F Pennell
SEPTEMBER T - . DECEMBER'+ "
F R Syfes - " - .:" - e Arthur Elton V"* I

[ : NS

" Bring them and all the departed rnto the lrght of thy presence O Lord b
OBITUARY i N
FREDERICK YOUNG, PRIEST .. - » - s
Father Young died in July last, ke was long- assocrated wnth the Chapter of the
Holy Redeemer, and was. Chaplam for some years (1967--1970}.  He 'will .be
-very much missed as one who Wwas always one on. whom to rely for h|s support
‘and’knowledge. ' . cr € IR :f
'DEREK CHARLES PHILP AR

. A farthful server and member of the Chapter of S Uny, S la and S Anta in
Cornwall, and“a member of the Guild for many years Brother Philp died on
November 1st. ) R AR IE IR ST
ARTHUR ELTON ; ’ |

Member of the Guild for-over sixty years, first'lay-chairman of S"Chad'’s
Chapter and head server at S+ Peter, Hillfields were some of Brother Elton's
many offices in the church. A truly devoted chrlstlan whose mfluence and
example will be sadly missed. "' -
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AN APPEAL

Archbishop David Hand is retiring in May after 36 years in Papua New Guinea
and during that time has never asked for anything personally though he has
begged help for many people and causes, and received generous support. He
has lived in every conceivable dwelling, sometimes with only the stars for a
roof and the ground for a bed. BUT, he wants to build a house for his
successor in a central position at Waigani, and has no building fund. He needs
K50,000 (£38,750). Can you help him? Archbishop D Hand, Bishop’s House,
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea.

TWO VIEWS ON “"WOMEN SERVERS"”

Letters to the Editor

I am 73 years, a devoted Christian, life member of the Guild and other
Societies. Please publish my ‘lament’, since | am leaving my church in
disappointment after seventy years of worship.

The ever increasing presence of females in the sanctuary of Our Lord,
imitating someone they are not, is something | cannot with courage, wisdom
or sincerity, accept. | serve at the Lord's altar and am highly privileged to
minister in a holy place. As a male | am in direct descent from the child
Samuel, who ministered unto the Lord before Eli the priest, and as the male
priest can travel back through time and space to arrive at the Upper room and
share the last supper so can | arrive at the temple in Jerusalem and like Samuel
hear the Lord call “Samuel, Samuel” not “Samantha, Samantha’’ or any
other female christian name. Females can only reach the Garden of Eden as
Eve; we all know what happened there.

R. Wade
Colchester

In general, the girl servers | have encountered are reliable, punctual,
responsible and with a full awareness of their duties in God's House. They
compare more than favourably with men and boy servers.

If such standard is forthcoming | cannot see that we can deny their
admittance into the Guild much longer and | would certainly be reluctant to
ban them from the Guild's ceremonial.

Do the officers of the Guild really have their finger on the pulse of the
members in regard to this question? From my experience there is less
opposition than perhaps they believe.

Let's be honest, only a comparatively few years ago we laughed at ‘Votes
for Women’, women in industry and commerce and, let’s face it, a woman
Prime Minister!

‘ Colin Limming
‘Metbourn, Herts

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

1983

March 19 . General Council

April 4 Eastern Area Servers Festival, Bury St Edmunds. Noon S John
- Mass 3 pm Cathedral, Office ‘

April 5-8 Catholic Renewal -- 2nd Loughborough Conference

16
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April 9

May 4
May 14 .
May 21

May 30

June 10-12
June 18

June 25
July 2
July 2

duly 7
July 9 .
July 9 -
July 14

July 16

Julv 21

Juty 30
August 6
August 13
August 20 -
September 24

Cctober 1
October 8
Cctober 22

[y

. October 29
November 6

Note:

EASTER FESTIVAL -AND ANNUAL, K GENERAL MEETING
S Augustine, Queens Gate, London. 11.30 am High mass.
4,30 pm Office, procession and Benediction.-

Baden Powell House, 2.30 pm Annual General Meeting ..
Cormsh Servers Festlvat in Truro Cathedral 7.30 pm.

AII Saints, Weston Super Mare. Noon Mass. 3.30 pm Office
Group 9 West Wycombe, 11 .30 am Mass, S Lawrence.

_. 3 pm office. Village church

Natianal Pilgrimage to Shrlne of Our Ladv of Walsmgham
The Bishop of Leicester ... . ' .
Servers’ Weekend, Whalley Abbey .. . )

Pllgrlmage to Canterburv Cathedral Crypt, Noon - Mass
S Augustine’s Abbey ruins — 4 pm Guild Office

. Glastonbury Pilgrimage -

Summer Pilgrimage to Our Lady. of Egmanton .

Bishop of Horsham. Pilgrimage to, grave of, Mason Neale
E Grinstead

S Mary, Portsea — Blshop of. Portsmouth

" Youth Pilgrimage to Walsingham . .

Pilgrimage to Hadleigh, ‘Tracts for the tlmes
150th Anniversary of the Assize Sermon :
Noon § Mary Umverslty church, Preacher —
Huddleston, .

7pmS Alban Holborn Mass of Thanksgwmg . :
Oxford University Parks 11,30 am Mass: Celebrant and Preacher—

Archbishop Trevor

‘The Archbishop of Canterbury

3.30 pm University Church, Guild Office, followed bv Prooess1on
of Witness to S Mary Magdalen — Preacher — The anhop of
Dorchester

S lIssy, Bude 7,30 pm Mass — The Bushop of Truro Preacher
The Revd Dr Dawd Nicholls

S Bartholomew, Brighton 11.30 am Processmn and High Mass
Catholic Renewal Pilgrimage to Canterbury.Cathedral |

Assumptlontlde Pilgrimage to Our Lady of EgmantOn -

Llanthony Pilgrimage

Festival of Thanksgiving. Roval Albert HaII )

Afternoon, including Mass — The Bishop of. London . s .
Tickets £2 from D Chapman, 293 Ordnance Road, Enfleld Lock
Middlesex ]

October Festival of Qur Lady of Egmanton

AUTUMN FESTIVAL — .WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL

Exeter Cathedral. Noon, Euch arist. Celebrant, The Blshop of
Exeter. Preacher, The Warden . o . .
4,15 pm Ecumencuai Office and Processmn

Preacher — The Abbot of Buckfast )

General Council .

Catholic Societles Annual Reqmem Lordon

,'The Councll asks’ that Eestivals should be arranged not to |
.. coincide with the two Guild Festwals {Easter and Autumn)

and meetings of the Councul
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THE 291ST GENERAL COUNCIL, 30TH OCTOBER 1982

The Warden chaired this meeting with the Chaplain-General, Treasurer-
General and 25 Councillors present. Two apologies for absence were received,
one being the Secretary-General, who was then in hospital. In the opening
prayers the Chaplain-General included one for Brother Howard. Father Varney
acted as Minute Secretary,

It was with deep regret that the Council heard of Brother Howard being in
hospital after an operation that he could not fully cope with the volume of
Guild matters, and that he had suggested that some assistance would be
helpful as he was concerned that the Guild work should not suffer,

The Warden had consulted with the Chaplain-General and considered that
Brother Peter Thorn would be a suitable Assistant Secretary. This was

unanimously agreed. To avoid undue delay it was also agreed that the

Treasurer-General should be authorized to sign cheques and that he and
Brother Wilcox should deal with COF cheques. The Council sent its good
wishes for a speedy recovery to Brother Gadd.

It was reported that the Autumn Festival in Derby Cathedral had been a
great success; over six hundred being present. The Cathedral authorities and
Councilior Hudson were thanked for their work. The collections totalled £160
and half was given to the Cathedral and half for COF. Arrangements for the
1983 Easter and Autumn Festivals were discussed,

Brother Dixon stated that a second printing of the Chapter Meeting
handbills copies was available: £1 per 100.

The Guild’'s vestments were in need of repair, and the Chaplain-General
was authorized to have work carried out to the chasuble and stoles.

The Treasurer-General reported that generally the Guild’s Finances were
satisfactory; various rearrangements of funds had been made to cobtain a
better interest return. Concern was expressed about “The Server”, but it was
noted that the price per issue would be increased in 1983, The Distributor had
asked for a slight increase in printing, but still 8 out of 10 members did not
subscribe.

Brother Wilcox reported that the Candidates for Ordination Fund was
supporting 24 ordinands at10 Colleges and £2,400 had been paid out, Concern
was expressed at supporting an ordinand at an Evangelical College, since
places were available at Catholic Colleges. It was stressed that such should be
filled in order to keep them open.

Father Varney was asked to arrange for the necessary improvements to
the Guild’s Chapel at Walsingham, now that he is living quite close to the
Shrine.

It was agreed that the Guild should officially take part in the celebrations at
Oxford to mark the 150th anniversary of the Oxford Movement, to be held on
July 16th with the Archbishop of Canterbury at the morning eucharist. A small
committee was appointed to arrange for the Office in the afternoon.

Brother Perkins reported that he had attended on behalf of the Guild the
Annual meeting of the Scottish Guild of Servers.

The Warden was congratulated on the 25th anniversary of his ordination.

It appeared that in some areas there were objections to the Guild office.
The Warden said that a realistic attitude must be taken in the present situation
since many servers attended only a parish eucharist and therefore not knowing
a choir office the structure of the Guild Office would be alien to them. it was
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thought- that some possible revision should be considered, but both the -
Warden and the Chaplain-General said such must be gradual. It was agreed
that the Council should conS|der thls for proposals to be placed at the Annuaf
General Meeting. '
The next meetlng of the Councul wnll be on March 19th - ."

A

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING to be held at Baden Powell House, Queens
Gate,. London at 2 30 p m. on Saturday, Apnl 9th, 1983., ‘ ‘

r

AGENDA

Opening Prayers

Apologies. i

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, Apnl 17th, 1982, to be taken as. read
-having been circulated in ‘The Server’.

Matters arising.

Annual General Report. ,

Financial Statement -- General and COF T

Report of Candidates for Ordmatlon Fund.

‘The Server’ Report. - .. .

The Warden’s Address. _

To confirm the General Counc:l s Election.

a. The Warden. . , :

b. Chaplain General. . , e N e

c. The COF Chaplain. ..~ R DI

d. The Secretary General. T, ' o )

e.. The Treasurer General

Group Elections.

Resolutions (if any).

Any Other Business. I

Festivals, 1983. ' ) '

The Blessing.

is

ANNUAL REPORT 1982

The Gwld continues to operate in its qunet and effncnent manner it ns not
necessary to proclaim its achievenients and sometimes its failures but that it is
a National Guild of Brother servers, who join without persuasion to help
forward the work of the Church in the capacity of a Server, one of the most
honoured lay positions-in the Church in the Scrvice of God, = .
. There are a few ‘wets’ about who perhaps of a loss of faith say that’ by the
introduction of different forms of the liturgy of the Mass that the usé of
Servers is. amblgu0us and that they are not needed. One 'must not forget that
apart from serving there are various ways t6 help forward the work of the
Church and giving every encouragement to their Parish Priests.
ltis a tnbute to our Guild that few can match. the yearly increases in
membershlp, this on its own merit clearly recognises the need which can be
and is marked by the members jomlng each year; a mentlon of this wnII be
found further down.’
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Once again we can give unbounded thanks to God for his guidance and
report a most successful year which opened with the Easter Festival and AGM
held at S Augustine, Queens Gate, by kind permission of Fr Hewitt, and we
record our sincere thanks for all his help and the use of his Church. Fr Moore,
the Warden, celebrated assisted by Fr Hewitt and Fr Ford. The occasion was a
very happy one with the usual great crowd of servers from all parts of the
country, With the help of the Guild Choir the singing was at its best and from
many letters received the Festival was a great inspiration to all.

The second highlight of the year was the splendid Autumn Festival held
this year in Derby Cathedral. The Cathedral was packed for both services and
we are grateful to the Cathedral Clergy for their great help and cooperation.
Bishop Parfitt, a member of the Guild, preached. Many remarks made after
included those that the Festival was the best ever. A full report of this Festival
was printed in the Winter 'Server’. We record our sincere thanks to
Clir Hudson for the arrangements made. It can be said that over 600 were
present.

There has also taken place many Area and Chapter Festivals which, from
reports, have been very well attended.

The much debated proposal for the Covenant ‘for -unity’ was voted on by
the General Synod and with the guidance ‘of the Holy Spirt was defeated.

Your Officers have greatly enjoyed attending many of the Festivals held,
among them -- Norwich, Bristol, Manchester, Truro, Walsingham,
Southwark. Reports of these were also printed in the ‘Sarver’.

Your General Council has met as usual in London, the attendance being
quite good. The minutes of these have also been included in the ‘Server'.

Bro. A A Turner joined the Council as Councillor for PG7 in place of the late
George Norris and Br D Plummer for area PG3.

On account of inflation it was necessary that subscriptions be increased. It
was agreed at the AGM that those for the Guild should be 75p per yvear and the
‘Server’ £1.60 per vear, to take effect from January 1st, 1983.

As mentioned, new members joining during the year were 485 of which 189
were under the age of 20. We regret the loss of some 154, either by death or
non payment of subscriptions.

Again, with regret, many subscriptions have only come in at the end of the
year, making a greater workload than necessary. Subscripticns should be
collected at each Chapter meeting during the year. Many matters brought to
the attention of the Secretary could easily be settled by the Area Councilior;
this would not only save time but also postage.

At last we can report a movement to put into effact the redecoration of the
Guild Chapel at Walsingham.

Due to the Secretary being in hospital for a long spell orders have not been
so good as expected. However it will prove a financial success.

In regard to our representation on the Catholic Societies Council we report
that our combined efforts were given to the printing of a four page supplement .
in the ‘Church Times’ against the proposals for a Covenant on Unity.

Postal charges have again been heavy, partly due to increased postal
charges, letters going out being not far short of 3,000. It is felt that this
means of communication is essential fcr keeping in contact with Chapters and
members.

Woe are most grateful to Chaplains and Officers of Chapters for all their
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valued support and therr onal members dunng the year, as also all area
Councillors. .

Relations with our. Commonwealth Chapters contrnue to.be: good many
with increased membership. We thank Councillor Perkins for keeping . |n
contact and reporting on the Scottish.Guild. = ‘

Last but by no means least are our concerted thanks to our Warden,
Fr Moore for his efforts and visits on behalf of the Guild. We owe him a deep
sense of gratitude for his leadership and time spent on our behalf. We thank
also all Officers of the Guild, -Fr Treadwell, Chaplain-General in that capacity
and also presiding at various organs. To the Editor of the ‘Server’, Fr Varney
for his continued efforts in making our magazine truly representative and
always worth reading. To Fr Ford and Councillor Wilcox for their worthy work
with the Candidates Ordination Fund which continues to give frnancral aid to
Ordinands.

May we go in faith to the year 1983 wrth renewed attention to the objects,
principles and rules of the Guild with that spirit of loyalty, brotherhood and
friendship which is and must.be the background of our National Guild.'

Members of the Guild who have passed on to higher service during the
year are:- .

Priests: H Brasier, S G Cade, T Cann, A J. Hallmark, P ‘Jermyn,
i RE Mould D K Woolner, F J: Young o ‘

Brathren: F Adams, J Bow, E Bowden R Cook, H o Day, L E Denning,
. R Dram, C Embury, CH Fadrock J H Gardiner, J E Gardner,

S Grbbons J -Goedall, R . Hewrtt H E Hicks, A T Hills,

Meurig James, J C Jamreson E L C Kimber, F Neal R Oram,

.G E Paing, R C Parsons, A E Phrlhps G Rice Adams R G Smith,

- AE Spnmpton H R Swarfield, E Stephens, H J Warren, A Young.

SO H S Gadd
Secretary-General

CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION FUND -- REPORT FOR 1982

In presenting the report in the 79th year of foundation, what does one say
different to make reading interesting? I'm happy to say that the Fundis in good
shape, and has been able to serve some 26 brother-ordinands during the past
year to provide them with urgent financial help while training at various
Theological Colleges. We are supporting GSS brothers at nine Colleges within
the UK and.one in the Republic of South Africa, and.| can assure you most of-
them are grateful for what the Fund provrdes by financial support and pravyer.
As a point of interest | now enter in 1983 my twentieth year as Secretary to
COF and. many - changes have been seen, and certainly good progress from
those early days when we were only able to award £25 per annum, and now
we are trying to follow a policy of being realistic to members’ needs. However,
_ this.has only been possible by loyal support from many Chapters and friends of
COF, and ! am constantly grateful for all the income | recerve for the work of
the Fund. -
We try to help each brother who makes apphcatlon and there is an
increase in married ordinands, who give up well paid jobs for the work of the
Ministry, and several -are for the Non-stipendiary Ministry. Income from our
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Memorial investments, which | have encouraged over the years, provides
valuable help for the income of the Fund, and keep alive the names of Ernest
Wiale, Thomas Cheaney, Richard Edden (all one time Secretary-General), and
Father John Fox, late Warden, with Father Ralph Stephenson, one time
Chaplain to COF, who gave fine service to me and the Guild.

Many Chapters have made great efforts to work and support the needs of
the Fund, and we are indeed grateful to all of you for donations, both large and
smail, for without your effarts we could not undertake the continuous work of
the Fund and maintain our best possible standards. However, | continue to say
that we cannot afford to be complacent about the need of COF -- we must
never give up our efforts to provide financial help to our Brother-ordinands, so
we can play some part in ministry to help train men to constantly teach our
Catholic Faith as we understand it.

The Treasurer-General will set out in detail our income and expenditure,
and this past year has shown how well the money is used towards urgent
training needs of Brother-ordinands. \

The following Brothers were ordained deacon during the past year, and all
age_lréow serving their titles in their first parish, and also are Life members of our

uild.

At Petertide -~ lan Finn, Graham Fowell, John Henley, Michael Marsden,
tvor Moody, John Moore, Peter Thomas, Edward Wilson.
At Advent . -- Malcolm Bowers.

Now in conciuding my report may | say in the name of Father Eric Ford and
myself a very sincere thank you for the loyal support given in the work of COF.
This support is very encouraging, knowing as we recaive each application we
are in a position to try and help in some way towards their training needs.

Guild Neckties -- The sales promotion has continued, but sales could be
better than they are, and please remember profits, although small, provide an
income for COF. The colour range is still Royal Blue, Mid Green, and Maroon;
{the latter has proved popular}. Price is still £2.50, post free.

Stanley M Wilcox
Secretary, COF

“THE SERVER' REPORT FOR 1982

The four issues for 1982 have reflected trends and events in the life of the
Church -- the Pope’s visit, the Covenant Proposal rejection, besides critiques
of the Alternative Service Book and its various contents especially Rite A,
Sermons at Walsingham by the Bishop of Wakefield and the Abbot of
Nashdom with a look into the future of the influence of that Shrine, and the
Second Loughborough Conference in the year celebrating the 150th
anniversary of the Oxford Movement. In addition helpful articles on Prayer,
Shrines in England of Our Lady, and why we are C of E. Perhaps it is just as
well that these have been enlivened by the cartoons of that “disgraceful”
but lovable: altar boy, Tich, and Tiny's provocative articles for the younger
members. We are indeed grateful to all our contributors. Thank you.

The great purpose of our magazine is 1o bind together all brothers, so Guild
reports on Festivals and Chapter news, Council meetings etc that all can be
fully aware of the great work that the Guild is doing both in this country and
abroad. BUT, this goal cannot be attained unless all members take the
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magazine. The Distributor reports a slight increase, but still four out of every
five members apparently do.not see it. We express our thanks to the efforts of -
many Secretaries and Magazlne drstnbutors in the Chapters for their support
_but can the ‘non-takers’ be influenced to subscribe? -- 40p every three months
is not much. And of course increased support would frnanmally help the Guuld
whrch at present has to heavily subsidise the Magazme .
"May | personally thank all who have helped in any way to make our-
magazine such an lmportant one in the life.of our Church ’
. . W D Varney ,
P Edltor

EPIPHANY FESTIVAL SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL

It was good to see Brother. Gadd at this festrval his flrst outing since

leaving hospital. The attendance was ‘greater than in previous years. The Vice
Provost presided at the Concelebrated eucharist, the Warden and Father
R Bain assisting. Father Maore officiated at the Office in the afternoon, which
was served bv members of the Chapter of the Incarnate Word. The sermon
was preached by Bishop E Capper, who has been connected with the Guild for
- over fifty years. He presided at:the procession and gave the blessing.
. In his address the Bishop said how grateful he was to the help, of the Gunld
through the COF during his preparation for ordination. He paid tribute 16 the
way in which servers influenced the outward and visible signs of dignity and
order in the worship of our Anglican church, and in that role there followed a
continuing growth in spirituality for its members a deeper understanding: of
the inward and spiritual grace of the Christian life, |

Cutting away the dead wood of formallsm in ceremonial all should become
people living closer to the lemg Lord, in devotion to the most Holy."
Sacrament, in prayer life and in a deeper understandlng and use of-the
Sacrament of Penance, aII of whlch would Iead to the joy of servrng the Lord
we love. '

NORTH WESTERN CHAPTERS’ FESTIVAL

Held in October last at § Alban, Cheetwood, Manchester the mass was
celebrated by Bishop Giggle, a former Bishop of S Helena, and a one-time
curate of that church. Later the Office was sung, followed by Benediction; the
Warden giving an inspiring address.on ‘Irvrng stones’. Servers from a wrde ares .
‘attended the festival. ~ : .. L . R e
NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS
S Cennydd, ‘Swansea : : ' ' ‘
In July, the Chapter visited S Hltyd Llanrhldran in the Gower: Peninsula (our
Chaplain’s church). Fr Bringson was the celebrant at the sung eucharist and-the
preacher was the former Dean of Llandaff, the Very Revd J F Williams.

Since then, meetings have been held at Clyne Chapel, Blackpill; All Saints,
Oystermouth,.S Nicholas, Townhill, and S Clement, Briton.Ferry, addresses
being givenby Fathers A Pierce, €- Lee D Wilkinson.and J Butler. The Chapter
visited S Clement for the first time on the Feast of S Andrew and a sung:
‘eucharist was celebrated by our Chaplain. .

Three of our members,  Brothers P Brophy, P erdmg and J Workman ,
g?mmenced trarnlng for Holy Orders in September We wrsh them, every

lessing L . ‘

i
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S Augustine of Canterbury, Kent

1982 was an unsettling year, the Chapter meeting less frequently, possibly
spreading its net too widely in an area badly served by public transport. In
October we combined with the S Sexburga Chapter to sing the Office in our
Chaplain’s church of All Saints, Eastchurch, which was celebrating its
560th anniversary. A metrical litany of Our Lady of Loreto was sung at
Benediction, which concluded with a fine hymn ‘Hail hely Queen enthroned
above’', discovered by Father Blagden Gamley on his recent visit to USA. While
there, he was invested with the medal of the Order of S Vincent, affiliated to
GSS, in Milwaukee by its Director-General, Father Charles Lynch. He also met
the GSS Chapter in Toronto. Three Chapters assisted at Solemn Evensong
when the Archbishop of Canterbury was present at Eastchurch, Qur future
§e?191884 assured with new members joining. We hope to ‘host’ the PG1 Festival
in .

S Chad, Coventry

In November the requiem was at S Mary Magdalen, Chapelfields; the
chaplain,, Father J Fowler celebrating. In December the office was in
S Barbara, Earlsdon, the vicar, Father M Loft, giving an address. The
Epiphany visitation was at S John the Baptist, Fleet Street when the
Archdeacon of Coventry preached on the significance of the magii in
different ages.

SS David and Gwynllyw, Wales ,

The Chapter has made a presentation to Canon A J Adams on his retirement
from active ministry. He had been the Chaplain to the Chapter for fourteen
years and has given sterling service to the Guild since 1947 in the Dioceses of
Llandaff and Monmouth.

The Editor can add his appreciation of Father Adams’ wise counsel and
always inspiring support. May he with his sister {and of course his many
clocks) be blessed.

S Denys, Manchester

In October the Chapter visited Manchester Cathedral for the Feast of
S Denys. High Mass was celebrated by the Precentor, Canon Turner; one
hundred and sixty servers and friends being present. We also hosted the
Northern Chapters’ Festival at S Alban, Cheetwood. The Warden preached at
the office.

The annual requiem was sung at S Hilda, Prestwick, in November.

S Godric of Finchale, Durham

Last June the Chapter met at S Michael, Witton Gilbert, for the office with
Sacrament Procession and Benediction, and in September for the first time
the office was sung in Durhiam Cathedrat; this was followed by a procession to
the shrine of S Cuthbert. Other meetings have included S Alban, Trimdon
Grange and the annual high mass of requiem at S Mary, Horden.

S§S Gwynno and Tyfodwg, Wales

Mermbers of the Chapter joined in the celebration of the Silver Jubilee of the
ordination to the priesthood of Father G H Bowen last September. Father
Bowen has been a great supporter of the Guild's work.
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Our second Annual Dinner was held in Novernber and was a great success. -
In .December the Chapter |0|ned wrth S John The Crarg church for. therr
patronal festival, :

S John The Divine, Leicester

During 1982 the Chapter has visited churches in city and country, some for the
first time, thereby extending knowledge of the Guild. Our patronal festival was
at S Nrcholas Fleckney at which our Chaplain, Father Sealy concelebrated
with Fathers King and Glover {vicar), who gave an address, and the Revd John
Hayes was deacon. The festival was well attended and the mass was. fo!lowed
by a luncheon at the Queen Head Hotel, Saddington. r
During the year the Chapter has lost by death two stalwart members in
Brothers Richard Cock and Stanléy Gibbins. The latter had been a server for
over sixty years at S Mark, Leicester. . L : .

S Mark The Evangelist, Krmberly

The Chapter met at S Barnabas ‘in «August The Rector of the pansh
Fr Eddie Abrahams, celebrated mass and preached.

The Chaplain, Fr Keith Thomas, officiated at the admlssron of 21
Probationers and 13 Members. About 60 members of the Guild were present,
together with members of S Barnabas” congregatlon and visiting servers from
- elsewhere.

After the mass all were . entertamed by the servers and ladies of
S Barnabas’ church. Refreshments were served and were followed by a disco
for the more energetic. A fruitful and entertaining time was had by all. =~

SS Osmund and Swithun, Bournemouth

At the Annual General Meeting in January, we accepted with regret the
resignation of the Treasurer, Brather Dudley Ford, who felt the time had come
to hand over his duties to another because of his many other commltments at
his own church. Dudley had been the Chapter Treasurer for over 30 years and
we wish him well j in all his endeavours and thank him for all his untiring work in
the past.

A solemn concelebrated mass for Chnsuan Umty was offered at S Francis
of Assisi, Bournemouth, in Jandary, during the Week of Prayer; which was
attended by people from’most of the local Churches of various denominations.
The preacher was the Rt Revd H B Dehqani-Tafti, President-Bishop 'of the
Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East and Assistant Bishop of
Winchester,

February saw us at S John the Baptist, Moordown, where the offlce was
sung, followed by a Preparatron for Lent, conducted by the pansh pnest
Fr R-Bowles, ‘ :

Our Lady & S Nicholas," leerpool

The January meeting was a unique occasion since’ oiir Secretary, Brother
Jw BIll' Bromley completed 65 years as a servér and 60 years' membership of
the Guild.” A mass’of thanksgiving was celebrated in 'S John the Baptist, .
Tuebrook, by the vicar, Canon Frank Sampson in the presence of Bishop
W S Baker, Assistant Bishop of the diccese. Over 100 were present and at a
reception afterwards Brother Bromley was presented with a cheque and also a
gift from the servers of the Roman Catholic Cathedral of Christ the King, with
whom we have cordial relations.
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S Peter ad Vincula, Wolverhampton

In December a new banner was dedicated in memory of John Kenneth
Gardner -- a long serving and most faithful member of our Chapter. The
banner is the gift of his sister, Miss Anne Gardner, and was made in the
CSMV studio in Alton.

S Philip and S Richard

A party of some 36 servers and their wives from the Chapter drove by car
through the lovely Sussex countryside to Fernhurst, where we met servers and
friends from S Margaret.

The vicar, Father Clifford Hankins, is Chaplain to the 1Ct Plant Control Unit
and he gave us a conducted tour over their estate of some 500 acres where
600 people are employed. First of all we drove to the headquarters, a stately
home set in beautiful surroundings. Our tour included a look at the tomato
houses, greenhouses with beautiful flowers, and one of the four farms on the
estate. Then, finally back to the Vicarage where we were provided with a
sumptuous tea.

Later, we sang the office in S8 Margaret’s. During the service four new
members from Fernhurst were admitted as probationers; the service
concluded with a procession and blessing.

S Werburgh, Stockport

The office was sung in new surroundings in June 1982 -- in the chapel of the
Community of the King of Love at Whaley Bridge, where we were very well
received indeed. This small ecumenical community, sited in the 19th-century
Whaley Hall, lives under the three vows of detachment, chastity and
abedience., Through prayer and work, its members ensure that Christ is the
King of every situation.

The following month we were saddensd by the death of Brother

L F Pennell of Gatley, who had played the organ for the office on a number of

occasions. Subsequent meetings have been at S Anne, Sale, and at the
Stockport churches of S Matthew, S Peter and S Thomas; the Annual
Meeting in December was at S Alban, Offertcn, Stockport,

A THANK YOU

from S Barnabas & S James The Greater, Walthamstow

| thank those members of the Guild who responded to our Repair Appeal
leaflet included in the Winter 1981 issue of ‘The Server’, It was a great
encouragement to receive so many letters of support, the assurance of prayers
and generous donations.

The contract to repair the chancel roof has been signed and work should
begin after Christmas. Thanks to the help of the Department of the
Environment and the courageous stand of a few individuals, we have won this
major battle to save our church and Faith,

This is the first phase in our Repair Scheme and so we shall still appreciate
your prayers and, if possible, donations. Again, many thanks to you all.

Anthony D Couchman -- Vicar
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FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Unfortunately, | returned from hospital too late to acknowledge the vast
number of ‘Get Well’ cards received from members and Chapters and for all the
prayers offered to God on my behalf. | now do so, indeed with sincere and
grateful thanks to all. | am sure that knowing all- the prayers that were being
offered up and being in receipt of a daily Mass has brought me through the
serious operation. | regret that | have not been able to keep up with all
correspondence, although at a later stage | did manage to attend to several
letters at the hospital. Now | am back, or half back, at home these will now be
attended to. My sincere thanks to all . .

Members are remmded that from January 1983 the annual Subscription to
the Guild is 75p, and ‘The Server’ is 40p per issue, or £1.60 per annum. (Why
not give your Secretary £3.00 to cover both membership, ‘Server’, a donation
to COF and a contribution to your Chapter funds -- that s cheaper than many
other Societies --- Editor.} - ,

Guild Publications etc.’ -

Card Office of Initiation/Admission - _ 10p

Guild Office of Ceremonial Guide 10p
Guild Office Plain Chant : 25p
Guild Office Organ Accompanlment ) : 40p
* Guild Manual® ST 25p
Guild Lapel Badge . 50p
Church Porch Card - : 8p
Order of the Mass - - - 40p.
Guild Directory ' - 80p

Guild Ties ' ' £2.50
LifeMembershipis£10‘.00' ' A

-

ADVERTISEMENT - CASSOCK needed: Black, Length 52, Chest 42",
Waist 40", also alb or surplice. Details to Gray Bowen, c/o Barclays Bank
Hythe Kent, or phone 0303 66695 with cost .
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“Pinum Migsale”

(AMBER)
. PURE, FERMENTED, NATURAL WINE
IMPORTED SOLELY FOR ALTAR USE

Only by comparison can the exceptional value of these wines be
fully appreciated; samples will be sent with pleasure on request

E. STAFFORD & CO.
LORDS MEADOW, CREDITON, DEVON
TrLEPHONE CrEDITON 2333

WHALLEY ABBEY

. RESIDENTIAL WEEK-END FOR SERVERS
10th—12th JUNE, 1983,
at the BLACKBURN DIOCESAN HOUSE

A week-end combining training, study and retreat
led by the Warden of the GSS, the REVD D MOORE.

The week-end will include pamcnpatnon in the S Barnabas Chapter
Festwal on the 11th June, ie High mass at noon in the ruins of the
Abbey and the Guild Office at 3 pm,

Cost: £15,40 (£7.70 for those under 12)
To book please contact Bro D Hartley at:
WHALLEY ABBEY, WHALLEY,
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCS. BB6 958
Tel. (0524-82) 2268
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FARRIS’
ALTAR CANDLES

CHARLES FARRIS Ltd.
have had the privilege of
serving the clergy since
1845 and would em-
phasise the fact that
being ACTUAL
MANUFACTURERS
of Church Candles a
speedy and DIRECT
service can be offered

IN ADDITION TO BEING ACTUAL
MANUFACTURERS OF CHURCH
CANDLES, BOTH HAND AND
MACHINE MADE, WE CAN ALSO
OFFER FROM STOCK ALL THE
VARIOUS ITEMS HERE LISTED: ~

“Olivine”’ Sanctuary Oil
Sanctuary Lamp Wicks
Solid Wax _Lights
Votum Lights

Charcoal

Incense

Lighting Tapers

“Alto Vino'* Sacramental Wine
Altar Breads

Altar Cruets, etc.

Steel Alms Boxes
Hassocks and Kneelers

CHURCH METAL & SILVERWORK

ALL FORMS OF
CHURCH WOODWORK

All enquiries, please direct to

-----

CHARLES FARRIS LTD.

‘ BISHOPSGATE WORKS
STAINES ROAD, HOUNSLOW, MIDDLESEX TW4 5DN
01-570 1161 24-hour answering service

SEND FOR A COPY OF OUR LATEST PRICE LIST




FOR ALLYOUR
RELIGIOUS BOOKS

ORDER YOUR CHURCH
REQUISITES TOO!
Candles, Wafers, Wine

and
Devotional articles

Ask for price lists stating your interest.

28 Margaret Street, Oxford Circus,
London, WiN 7LB. Tel: 01-580 2812

Branches at Oxford, Cambridge, Birmingham

THE CENTRAL PRESS (NPT.) LTD.




