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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

THE CHURCH "UNION exists to further and defend the
Catholic Faith In the Anglican Cemmunion. Since the days
of the Tractarlans it has been the only eftective safeguard
against attacks from within and without, and membership is
urged upon all who believe that the Catholic tradition repre-
sents the true mind of the Church of England.

THE CHURCH UNION work through elected committees and
a small headquarters staff. The General Council elected by
diocesan committees is the governing body whose work is
_ carried out by the Executive Committee, The Gatholic Group
organises the sympathetic vote in the councils of the
Church. The Theological, Legal, and Patronage Committees
are composed of members with specialised knowledge. The
Church Literature Association publishes books, filmstrips,
and tracts upon a considerable scale. The Church Social
Action Committee arouses interest in social .matters. The
Pilgrimage Committee arranges pilgrimages to holy places
The Church. Observer (40p post free annually) .is the-
quarterly magazine; and the Headway (40p per hundred) is
the parish magazine inset with definite Catholic teaching.
Faith and Unity is a quarterly devoted to reunion matters,
minimum subscription 65p per annum, post free.

Full Members pay an annual minimum subscription of £1 and
take part ‘in this work. They are normally attached to
branches which organise festivals, special services, and
meetinFs of every description. They have a direct voice in
the. policy. of the Union through the diocesan committees
elected from branch members. :

199 "UXBRIDGE ‘ROAD, LONDON, W.12' 2DJ

-Telephone : SHEpherds Bush 0726/7 ... - -
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chapter in Hong Kong. Father Moore was made a deacon in 1956 in
-the Newcastle diocese serving his title-at S Peter, Wallsend, being
priested in 1957. In 1960 he transferred to the Coventry diocese to All
Saints, Leamingten Spa, where he was in charge of 'S Alban the
Martyr Church until 1962, when he went to Lopgford.

Father Moore is marrued with .four daughters and a son. His wife
‘was assoclated wsth that well known Church of the. Hon'y Nativity,
Knowle, Bristol.

Needless to say the Chapter of S Chad are very proud that in their
sixty years’ history they have provided a Secretary-Genera!, a
Secretary to the Candidates for Ordrnatlon Fund and now -a Warden
from. thelr number ‘ : .

MARY'S CHALLENGE

A sermon by the Bishop of Norwich to- ten thousand pllgrims ‘

at Walsingham .
“The mother of Jesus said to hls servants whatever he says . -
to you do it.”

| stood in Cana last Easter and" easuly ima Ined the atmosphere of
that simple village wedding where the couple, without sufficient -re-
sources from the start, witnessed the mlghty ‘mirdacle’ of water turned
into wine by the divine Son of God.

It is no wonder that my text has often been called “the gospe]
according to the Virgin Mary"” for it was her 'quiet words obeyed by
the servants that led to such wonderful and joyfu! results.

Notice first, the deep perception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, “My
hour is not yet.,” Mary did not know the.time but had no doubt about
the Divine Person of the Lord. It is sad that controversy surrounds
such a wonderful person as Mary. Some lift her to the heights and
averstress her position in God's plan. Some bury her in the depths
of obscurity, seemingly afraid to mention her.

Is there a third way? The quiet revolution of Bible study in modern :
versions points the way to a fresh appraisal of the person and work of
Mary—neither a hlgh view nor a Iow view, but a realistic and Blblical
view.

All of us:know the |mportance of a good mother—God in His infinite
wisdom chose Mary to be the human mother of Jesus, and with her
beauty and reticence of Scripture, when the historic miracle of the
Virgin Birth was revealed to-Mary, she said: “Behold the handmaid
of the Lord; be it unto me according to the Word.”” From this time
of the visitation she dwelt quietly ‘at Nazareth, deeply studying the
gcnptures | believe. The Magnificat-is clearly based on Hannahs

ong

Second, notice the full recognition of Christs Delty Mary told Jesus
about the problem. Mary told the servants about Jesus. She re-
cognised His. Deity, even from His birth.

Ponder this great catena of Scripture references: .

Luke 1,32 "Hehwill be great and will be called.the Son of the Most
’ SR Hig :




33 And the Lord God will give Him the throne of his father
David, And He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever.”
34 That Holy thing—called the Son of God.
47 “My Spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour.”
Luke 2,11 “A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."”
19 ;;Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her
eart.”

How do we recognise the special place of Mary in God's plan ?
Surely, by following her example in offering adorinﬁ praise, and humble
worship, and recognition of the Deity of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of
the World, and the Incarnate Lord, truly man and truly God.

This is no place—in the midst of all our joy and fellowship and
happiness in this holy place—to discuss academic theology. But
gently | would counsel a careful study of the documents of Vatican
Il Council (esp: cl. 8) on thanksgiving for the Blessed Virgin Mary.
They emphasise:—(1) a renewed Study of Holy Scripture,

(2} that devations should be increasingly Christ-centred. So, the
spiritual perception of the Blessed Virgin Mary is the full recognition
of the Divinity of Christ, and His unique sufficiency for salvation.

Thirdly, we see the total challenge of personal obedience. So Mary
calls us to faith in Christ. She pondered In her heart the angels’
message brought by the shepherds to the manger—"unto you is bhorn
a Saviour who is Christ the Lord.”

Mary also calls us to obedience to Christ. It is time for each
Christian young or old to stand up and be counted for Christ and then
to obey His command with assurance and compassion, to be His
witness and tell others of His love and power and presence in their
llves. Ponder this verse and respond in penitence, faith and obedience
to this word “Whatever He (Jesus) says to you, do it."

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH TODAY
by R North

It is a commonﬁlace today that, in what used to be considered
christian nations, the fortunes of the Church are visibly waning. Every-
where the same picture is to be seen, compounded of dwindling con-
gregations, declining numbers of clergy and an increasing difficulty
in maintaining the overlarge buildings inherited from a more expan-
slonist past. It is probably true that a more penetrating comparison
with former days would reveal a contrast at once less vivid and more
optimistic than that suggested by a superficial view. No doubt much
of the support for the Church fifty years ago was due to habit and
conventional respectability rather than real devotion to the faith. No
doubt also there are many souls in the world today with' real love of
Christ who, for one reason or another, cannot, or will not, associate
themselves with the institutional Church. It Is also true that, while the
present gives much cause for concern, there are also many Instances
of healthy and vigorous life. Nevertheless, when we have made every
reasonable allowance for the less obvious deficiencies of the past and
merits of the present, we still must admit it as probably true that in
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many parts of Christendom, not least in ‘Great Britain, the proportion
of people who, ‘before embarkmg on a course of action, ask them-
selves 'Is this consistent with love of Jesus Christ?’ or ‘Does this
accord with the Church’s teaching?’ is Jower than at any time since
the early middle ages. By practlcal standards the Church's influence
has markedly declined.

It is not suggested that th:s should make us despondent; nor that
the Church should resort to panic measures in a desperate attempt
to regain popularity. We can confide in Our Lord's assurance that the
gates of hell should never prevail against His Church. On the other

and, no thinking churchman can remain complacent in the face of the
present situation, and, inevitably, one cannot help wondering whether
it might be right that the Church as an institution should disappear,
leaving the faithful to practise and propagate thelir religion-in an in-
dividual, personal manner without the burden of an ecclesiastical
establishment. Our age is plagued with giant corporations, mammaoth
departments of state and sundry other mechanisms for reducing as
much as possible the humanity of mankind's affairs. Might it not be’
a characteristically Christ-like riposte to this if we were to kill off the .
institutional ‘Church, thus ‘pushing our faith into a salient where it
must bring out the personal gualities of its adherents to survive and
stand or fall on its success in reasserting the place of the individual
personality in human affairs? Does the Church still have reason to
exist as an institution in its own right rather than merely as the -
collective noun for all believers?

‘Before pursuing this line of thought very far, it'ls worth taking
another -look at our society and asking whether it appears to be a
better or worse environment as a result of the decline in ecclesiastical
influence in its affairs. "It is often asserted not anly that human society
today tends, in civilised countries, to be more humanely managed than
formerly, but that man himself is changing for the better, that he is
outgrowing past limitations and- inhibitions and. realising his’ potential
ahilities mare fully than ever, before 1t is a favourite phrase: among:
those who Ilke to- dwel! on -man’s achievements to say that he ‘has
come of age,’ implying that, because recent undoubted scientific’ and
technologlcal progress - has presented the- human- race-with an un-.
precedented area of choice in its actions; more and more of human.
destiny is subject to man's control -and not to the chances of fate,.
providence or any other supposedly supernatural influence. Man,
runs the argument, is more and more able to look after himself, to
form his own environment and to explain away the erstwhile
mysteries of life. Whatever man has set his heart on, that he must
eventually achieve, -and the onfy ultlmate controlhnq power ‘In ‘the
world is man himself. -

At first sight it is all very plausible, but a few mmutes critical ’
thought reveal a serious bhlemish in the picture. The ‘hero’ of this
story, this ‘man who does’ and knows so:-much, and who marches so
proudly along’an endless,’ ever- -rising road of- progress has no ex-
istence' save as a figure of speech. It miaht be comforting if there
actually were people in whom the wisdom of the ages reposed. Truly
outstanding would-be a generation whose' members performed, say,
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one day a liver transplant operation, the next dealt briskly with pro-
blems of interplanetary travel or of nuclear ]Power station design and
who found their recreation as exponents of the gracious arts. But
in fact there are no such people. The frontiers of knowledge are fall-
ing not before a general advance, but to individual, often highly isolated
sorties, aimed at penetration In depth on a very narrow front. Advanced
knowledge in any field is the prerogative of very few people, who
alone are in a paosition to apply it in exercising any sort of option in
that one field of human endeavour. They are frequently quite
ignorant outside their own specialisation, and also, more importantly,
usually quite unable to communicate at depth with experts in fields
other than their own. For every discipline demands, and breeds, its
own jargon as a convenient, indeed necessary, shorthand for the ex-
change of ideas; and jargon, starting as the servant of man’s thought,
all too easily becomes its master, limiting it to the capacity of
established modes of communication. (Those of us whose business
is the Church's liturgy can testify to the truth of this assertion!)

So we come to the state of mankind today. We do indeed possess
material powers never dreamed of fifty years ago;.we can do things
which would have been considered Impossible only ten years ago.
Before us OEen choices in the use of these capabiiities which are
endless in their diversity and range. Yet we are quite incompetent
to decide how these choices should be made or in what direction they
should tend. None can gauge the possibliities over more than a very
narrow field, most of us not at all. We possess no common heritage
from which we can derive guldance, we share no vision of mankind's
goal and we cannot even communicate with each other at an adequate
depth to establish an overall picture of the world which is emerging
as the more or less random result of our diverse activities.

Now we cannot ascribe technological and scientific development
to the decline in religicus practice. Indeed, the Church's emphasis on
learning, together with its view of the created world as intended to
serve God's purpose and therefore essentlally good and deserving
man's attention has tended, in spite of occasional outbursts of ob-
scurantism, to foster those developments which have brought
civilisation to its present place. But we can certainly argue that the
absence in modern civilisation of a common culture, with the con-
sequent vacuum where there ought to be a vision of the sort of society
to which we should be moving, is a direct result of the decline in
religlous convictlon and practise. A well-known Roman Catholic
writer asserted ‘that human culture had grown from the root of
religion, as religion dles, human energies wither' and it is possible
to verify this from the Church's history. It can be seen in the
Byzantine empire, where the beauty of the Church's message and the
vision of the heavenly splendour were symbolized in the ceremonial
of the Imperial court and, on a more humble scale, in the elaborate
conventions and customs which regulated all aspects of every day
life. The bequest of that period was the ethos of the Eastern liturgies,
where an attractive combination of homeliness and pomp still con-
fronts the worshipper with a cross-section, as it were, of clvilisation
at the dawn of the Christian era. One can trace a similar relation-



ship in the Middle Ages, when the power and position of the state as
law-giver and |aw-enforcer were developed in a lawless and turbulent
era under the influence of the terrible picture of Christ the Judge of
mankind. Theology, liturgy and architecture of the period all bear
eloguent testimony to the strength of the current-view of justice as
the supreme divine prerogative and its consequent impact upon the
culture of the time. The same effect Is seen In the.flowering of
Renaissance thought and art and the evolution of Baroque, which
were paralleled by developments in Christian thought and plety and
both affected, and were affected by, developments in the liturgy.

But no comparable, cohesive factor enlightens the thinking of 20th
century man about the-life which he is forming for himself and his
descendants. We have no common sense of purpose, or shared belief
which can shape our thoughts and decisicns. There is no longer any
great Ideal, capable of inspiring every man whose thought is stretched
to encompass it and who, in turn, expands and develops the ideal to
reflect his own vision and experience. In 1937, Frank Sheed wrote
of Gilson's ‘The Philosophy of S Bonaventure.’ : :

‘For him the sole knowledge worthy of an immortal spirit is of
immortal things, God and souls; and. if the sciences have profited by
a circulation taking the opposite direction, they have shown their
incapacity to enable man to live a human life; Indeed, when applied
to equip with tools a. generation devoid of wisdom, they threaten to
make human life impossible.’ ‘

It would be difficult to compose a more preci
situation which still confronts men today.

It is from this standpoint that we can reconsider the 'mission of the

- Church in the world today and the related proposition with which. we
began that such a concept may now be invalid. * We can now see that
it is not an excess of order, of social cohesion, which threatens
human society but the very opposite; its excessive incoherence and.
lack of common purpose and beliefs. Far from abandoning the in-
stitutional Church, the needs of today demand that we .should rather .
develop more fully and more perfectly the truly corporate aspect of
the Church’'s nature. The disintegration of human society needs to
be countered by experience of a society which does know ‘immortal
things’ and where men can discover their true potential together by
sharing their faith, their visions and their goals. The Church’s.in-
fluence has declined in proportion as its coherence has been weak:
ened, whether by the individualism of protestantism or the-introverted
forms. of later catholic piety. We must recover the concept of the
Church as the supreme, most deeply united social organism, yet
cherishing the immortal being and infinite. worth. of .each of -its

" members. The Church must be, and be seen to be, a socle? in which
a common purpose can. flow from common convictions and a shared
vision not at the expense-of the individual member but by enabling
all to find true self-fulfilment as the result of their incorporation in
the Body of Christ, : : .

| belleve it to be helpful, in considering this picture, to employ an
image favoured by the Fathers of the Church when thinking about
her place In the scheme of salvation, namely to relate it to that of

se description of the
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Our Lady. For the Church must see herself primarily as Our Lady
described herself, ‘the handmaid of the Lord,’ reposing a quiet con-
fidence in the Lord with a readiness to obey His command ('let what
-you have said be done tc me') and exhorting others to adopt a
similar attitude (‘do whatever he tells you'). The Church must com-
bine the rightful pride which Mary had in her place in God's scheme
of salvation and His mighty works wrought through her co-operation
(‘all generatians will call me blessed for the Aimighty has done great
things for me’) with a just appreciation of the little merit of her
human nature (‘he has looked upon his lowly handmaid’), It is as a
mother that the Church can enter into a creative relationship with her
children, and the concept of a natural relationship, which all under-
stand and appreciate, can be expanded to afforcra channel to the
supernatural grace which all need, whether or not they recognise it.

A story is told of Pope John XXIIl entertaining, during Vatican Il,
a distinguished luncheon party—two curial cardinals and the theo-
logian Hans Kung. The two cardinals were discussing the titles which
the Council could accord to Mary. Towards the end of the meal, the
Pope asked:

‘Tell me, why does the Church so often in the liturgy say the words
‘Pray for us O holy Mother of God'?’

The cardinals were astounded by the apparent naivety of the
question, :

‘Because, Holiness,” one of them replied 'your illustrious pre-
decessors have decreed it so.’ )

‘Because Mary is all-powerful with God' said the other.

'And what does Dr. Kung say?’ asked the Pope.

Hans Kung had kept quiet, afraid to push himself forward in such
exalted company. Now he spoke:

‘So that we may be worthy of the promises of Christ.’

‘Thank you' said the Pope. ‘Dr. Kung's answer is the right one.’

What are the promises of Christ? That God loves us because He
made us and will unite us to Him if we love Him. And the mission
of the Church is this: to so be the Mother of her children through
all things temporal, that they may Indeed attain the eternal fruit

of those gracious promises.
(The essay judged second In the recent competition)

THINGS SEEN AND HEARD
by Edmund

Well, we know now how the General Synod voted on the Angtican-
Methodist Unity Scheme and also what some of our bishops think
about the workings of Synodical government. For myself, | see no
surprises either in the outcome of the vote on 3rd May or in the
difficulties which Synodical government has encountered. Both
should have been obvious. :

1 have- lately‘-be'en reading the pre-publication extracts from Canon
Colin Stephenson’s new bhook and my appetite has been whetted for
more. What a vanished world Fr Colin is able to bring to life with a
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smdgle sentence, as in the story of the lady who remarked "“We never
d sung mass on Prayer Book Days in Father's time.” At Walsing-
ham on Bank Holiday it was the present, and not the past, that was

with us. The crowd was enormous and burst into spontaneous

applause as the Bishop of Norwich took his place. There was great
joy at his presence and he did not disappoint us with his sermon
(printed in this issue). It is needless to remark that the weather was
kind. The one anachronism of the day was the presence of certain
Protestant nuisances who, thanks to the media, received more
publicity than they deserved Waisingham has never been a fruitful
ground for such people but one hopes they went away wiser-than they
came.

We live in extraordinary days | must say | find it odd to read of
churches being offered for sale,”as one does now, for conversion into
country cottages. Not many years ago we would have- spoken of
‘desecration’ and not a few magnates of the first Elizabethan era are
stil held up as objects of Infamy because they turned churches into
barns and cattle-sheds. On the matter of the demolition of unwanted
churches there is the most scandalous disregard shown in some areas
as to what happens to their contents. Memorial gifts not fifty years old
are d:scardef as rubblish. Thls simply should not be. The following
words caught my eyes lately: “Among the numerous steeples counted
from the waters of the Thames, in the heart of the City, and grudged
by modern economy as cumberers of the soil of Mammon, may be
remarked an abortive little dingy cupola, surmounting two. Iarge eyes.'
A contemporary appeal for a threatened City church, do you say? No,
the opening words of Charlottee M Yonge's novel Hopes and Fears,

first published in 1861, Verily, as Ecclesiastes reminds us, there is,

nothing new under the sun.

There are many stories current of what has been sald in Sunday
School. |.can remember a girl comlnﬂ to the (morning) Sunday Schoel
| used to attend and saying that she had had no breakfast because she
was going out to tea! -The following conversation, however, relates
not to fleshpots. It occurred a few months ago in a parish that shall he
nameless. Vicar “Now, what are the Scriptures?” Silence. Vicar
“Well, what is script?” Voice “When vou take al! your clothes off.”
Vicar "No, thats strip, not'script.. What is script?"” Another voice

“Writing." Vicar "That's right, and the Scriptures are Holy Writings.
Where do we find them?”" Voice: “You can see them if you walk
round the church.” Vicar “Well, yes you could, but where else?™
Voice “If you walk round a churchyard you can read them on the
grave stones And 80 on! .

CHANTRY BOOK

The-following:additions should be made to the Ilsts already published
of departed members. \
March—Crossman A E ' :
April—Le Grys S C Edden George E Ruffe-Williams Cyril

: November—-Godfree Neil

© May they rest In peece and rise In glory
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RELIGIOUS INN SIGNS
by the Revd A Wiltshire

inn Signs have their beginnings way back in history. They are
mentioned in the Bible—that used by the Good Samaritan, that by the
two disciples on the road to Emmaeus, and of course the Inn at
Bethiehem! Inns were to be found in ancient Rome, Greece and Egypt
catering for the needs of travellers requiring both rest and refresh-
ment. They plaged a very important part in everyday life in England
during the Middle Ages and were associated with the great pl?grim
shrines of the day, Canterbury, Walsingham, Glastonbury and Boxley,
to name four well known places. They catered for the requirements
of a vast number of people and many are mentioned in history boaoks,
guide books and chronicles. At first, inns were unpretentious places,
very often indistinguishable from surrounding houses and buildings
and it became necessary to have some identification to set them
apart, so that the travellers or the pllgrim might the more easily find
the place where he hoped to obtain lodgings. Thus the Inn sign came
into being either by name or mark ! ,

The Romans, for example, had the idea of putting a bush on a
pole outside the inn—a simple sign which marked out the place. This
was carried on by others, see the Bayaux Tapestry. The other sign
the Romans used was the Ausa, or handle of a pitcher and they also
gave names to their inns—one writer mentions “The Mice and the
gVe?fsel"; Cicero tells of “The Cock™ and Pliny of “The Shepherd and

taff."”

In the medieval period of history a whole galaxy of signs came into
being, many of a secular nature, but not a few of retigious signs also.
Such signs were ‘The Adam and Eve,’ ‘The Spare Rib'—the account
of the making of woman in the Book of Genesis. ‘The Bible and the
Lamb’; ‘Bel and the Dragon.” The Flaming Sword; again referred to
in the Book of Genesis. The Garden of Eden and The Noah's Ark.
The Flood, and The Deluge. The Dove. Jacob's Well. The Brazen Serpent
—made by the Israelites In the desert. The Spies {who brought back
the fruit from the Promised Land). Samson and Delilah. The Ass.
The Salutation (Gabriel’'s message to Our Lady). S Blaise—the Patron
Saint of the Woolien trade. 8 Simon the Tanner. S Paul. S Peter's
Finger. And of course the Salnts, Patrick, Wilfred, Cuthbert being
among the most common. The visit of the Magi .As shown In such
signs as The Three Kings, The Three Crowns and The Magi.

Popes, Cardinals, Bishops and Nuns (The Three Nuns at Mirfleld)
likewise have their places in the list.

When perhaps you are travelling around why not look out for such
religious signs—it is fascinating, and I hope it will give you pleasure !
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KNOW YOUR BIBLE—SECOND AND THIRD ISAIAH
Prophet of Consolation S

. by the Revd W H Barnard

GSS members with good memories méy recall what we said about
the Book of Isaiah on 'Know Your Bible—No. 4—in the Winter 1969
issue of “The Server."”

For those with weak memories, new readers, and who don't keep
back numbers of “The Server,” we must “recap” a little. -
. The book of Isaiah, we said, is not a unity but a collection of writ-
ings. The author of chapters 1-39 was [saiah, the son of Amoz, who
lived in the latter half of the 8th century BC in the southern kingdom
of Judah, Chapters 40-66 are the work of.unnamed prophets who lived
some 200 years later. Most scholars have thought that chapters 40-55
are by an unknown prophet (second isaiah) and written in the days of
the exile in Babylon in the 6th century BC, and chapters 56-66 by
another unknown author, 3rd Isaiah, who lived in Judah soon after the
return from exile Just before Nehemiah arrived in Jersusalem to begin
rebuilding the Jewish temple and city. ’

We note that this view has recently been challenged in New Bible
Commentary Revised, p. 590: “The theory of multiple authorship . . .
creates at least as many difficulties as it appears to settle.” We are
not convinced, however, and still believe there is another prophet, or
prophets, responsible for the second half of the book;

Second Isaiah lived among the exiled Jews in Babylon at the time
when their enforced captivity was drawing to a close. - Cyrus, founder
of the great Persian Empire, was advancing with his armies and in 538
BC captured Babylon. The prophet sees him as raised up by God to

A

deliver Israel {ch. 41, w2 and 25), and prophesies that as a result of o

Cyrus’s victory the Jews will be permitted to return to thelr own land
and rebuild their temple (ch. 44; v 28; ch 45, vv 1-7 and 13). Israel's -
sufferings in captivity have punished her for her sins and also purified
her, so the people can take comfort, "“their warfare Is accomplished,
their iniquity pardoned” (ch. 40, vv. 1-2), But the supreme greatness
of this prophet lies in his insight into the place of suffering in the
scheme of the world's redemption. Israel's suffering, he perceives,
has increased her spiritual glory; her light will shine in the world more
%rightlly as the result of it and that light is the light that lightens the
entiles.

In those passages known as the “Songs of the Suffering Servant,”

(ch. 42, vv. 1-4; ch. 49 wvv. 1-6; ch. 50, vv. 4-9; ch. 52, v.-13 to ch. 53,
.end), the writer goes further and visualises the ideal servant of God
and dellverer of man as an innocent sufferer. All four passages should
~be read thoughtfully and prayerfully. Whom the prophet had in view
is most difficult to decide. Scholars’ interpretations are many and
varied. One suggestion is that the prophet sees the whole nation of
Israel as the Servant, but is found unworthy, so he narrows the Idea
down to that of a faithful remnant. Even this is found faithiess and he

* sees that one individual will carry out God's will. '
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Whatever their interpretation, these songs strike a new note in
religion. They proclaim the possibility of vicarious suffering, its
remedial purposes, its atoning value. As we read them, it is impossible
not to visualise the crucifixion of our Lord for nowhere else is there
so clear a picture of One who bears the sins of the world, The
Christian is on sure grounds when he claims that only the redemption
wrought by Jesus Christ explains the Songs.

The historical background of Third Isaiah (ch. 56-end) is Jerusalem
from about 520 BC when the Temple was rebuilt under the inspiration
of Haggai and Zechariah, until 445 BC when Nehemiah arrived. In-
dications that the Temple has been rebuilt are found in ch. 85, v. 11
and ch. 66, v. 6, Some exiles have not yet returned (ch. 66, v. 8).
Social conditlons are not as expected and idolatry is suggested (ch. 58,
vv. 3-9; ch. 59, vv. 1-15). Restoration is beginning slowly but only for
the penitent. Despondency and division exist from which the little
community was rescued by Nehemiah, more of which in our final
article next time,
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

SATURDAY, 23rd SEPTEMBER. General Council. 8 Pancras Church
House. 11 30 am.

SATURDAY, 23rd SEPTEMBER. S Albans Abbey. 3 pm -Mass in the
Lady Cha fpel 5 30 pm, Office, Procession to shrine. Preacher-— The

. Bishop of S Albans. .
SATURDAY, 30th SEPTEMBER-7th: OCTOBER Church. Treasures Ex-

hibition. Chapel of the Community of the Holy Family, Baldstow.

- SATURDAY, 7th OCTOBER. Cornwall and Devon Chapters Autumn

Festival. S Andrew, Paignton. ’ .
12 noon High mass. 3 30 pm, Office and Devotions. :

THURSDAY, 12th OCTOBER. SS Osmund and Swithun Autumn- Festlval
S Francis, Bournemouth. 8 pm, High mass. Preacher: Canon C Smith
[Admmlstrator of Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham).

SATURDAY, 14th OCTOBER. Autumn Festival.'S John Baptist, Croydon
Noon—Solemn mass. 2 to 2 45 pm, Tour of the Old Palace, Croydon
3 30 pm, Office. Preacher—The Revd J B M Fox. ,
" Golden Jubilee. S Wulfstan Chapter, S Stephen, Redditch. 3 pm
High mass. Preacher—The Revd J E Colston:

SATURDAY, 18th NOVEMBER. Christ the King