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How to keep
well informed. ..

ON THE CHURCH
AT WORK IN THE WORLD

It is more than ever essential that Christians should keep

themselves fully Informed about the important discussions and"

developments that are taking place In the Church today.

The Church newspaper with universal appeal that gives the
widest coverage of Church news, both home and overseas, Is
the Church Times. lts responsible editorials, stimulating
articles, personality profiles, and book reviews are read by
scores of thousands of active and thoughtful people of all
shades of churchmanship and political following.

The Church Times plays an indispensable part in the life of the
Church of England; it has maintained the highest standards of
Journalism throughout its 104 years of life.

If you want to know what’s going on in the Church today,
read the Church Times every week. Order from your news-
agent, price 8d.

FREE SPECIMEN COPY FROM THE PUBLISHERS
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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the
Catholic Faith in the Anglican Communion. Since the days of
the Tractarians it has been the only effective safeguard against
attacks from within and without, and membership is urged upon
all who believe that the Catholic tradition represents the true
mind of the Church of England.

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees
and a small headquarters staff. The General Council elected by
diocesan committees is the governing body whose work is carried
out by the Executive Commitiee. The Catholic Group organises
the sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. 77e
Theological, Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed of
members with specialised knowledge. The Church Literature
Association publishes books, fllmstrips, and tracts upon a
considerable scale, The Church Social Action Committee arouses
interest in social matters. The Pilgrimage Committee arranges
pilgrimages to holy places. The Church Observer (1/3 quarterly
5/6 post free annually) is the quarterly magazine ; and the
Headway (12/6 per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with
definite Catholic teaching. Faith and Unity is a quarterly devoted
to reunion matters, minimum subscription 12/6 per annum,
post free.

Full Members pay an annual minimum subseription of £1
and take part in this work. They are normally attached to
branches which organise festivals, special services, and meetings
of every description. They have a direct voice in the policy of
the Union through the diocesan committees elected from branch
members.

- THE CHURCH UNION

199, UXBRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, W.12
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EDITORIAL

~

STRIKING A BALANCE

The end of the yeat btings much midnight labour to many hard working
church people in dealing with their parochial accounts ending with the
striking of a balance and the hoped for happy conclusion that the funds
are solvent and that the work of the church can proceed without undue
wotry. Some fout hundred years ago in England particulatly the reformers
endeavoured to strike a balance between the preaching of the Word and
the Means of Grace, the celebration of the sacraments—the Holy Communion
especially. So much so that they brought both together at one point and
in our Prayer books the setmon was ordered to be preached at the Holy
Communion and to be listened to by representatives from every-household
and all the young baptised children. Today also in Seties Two the sermon
should be preached at epery eucharist. ‘ : '

One makes therefore no apology for including in this issue three sermons
since the Guild’s stress on serving at the altar will effectively balance. The
Warden’s recipe for a happy life, the Chaplain of the COF’s call at Canterbury
to rededicate ourselves and the sermon in.ther context of Epiphanytide
urging us to keenness and reliability, all have a message for us to strike a
balance in our serving at the altar of God and hearing His Word. . -

o ., ot

o] o] o.

A personal note: Having been accepted by ACCM on the sponsorship
of the Bishop of Gloucester, I am studying for the next few years for prdina-
tion. My new address is The Norman Chapel, Broad iCainpdeh, Gloucestet-
shire and your prayers will be much appreciated.” *.. * :

i . ) o
o ' o ° :

With, the onset of decirmilisation and following the.resolution at the
last Annual General Meeting please note that the price of this magazine
will be 30 newpence per annum (6/-); this together with the subscription
of 20 newpence as you see equals jo newpence, or one coin., If you dislike
the ‘dustbin lids” please give one at once to your Secretary or Treasurer and
‘you will thereby become an annual subscriber to ‘The Server’ besides
paying your annual Guild subscription.”

o o - ‘'o
A very happy Christmass to you all with blessings for 1971,
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The Attention of Servers
- and all Catholics

IS CALLED TO
THE WORK OF

“The Guild of all Souls”

Founded March 1873

A Devotional Guild for Intercessory Prayer for the Dying
and for the Repose of the Sculs of Deceased Members and
" all the Faithful departed.

An Intercession Paper of names of the Departed is issued
Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book, for perpetual remem-
brance is issued each year.

REQUIEMS, with commemoration by name on the anniver-
sary of death, are said daily at the Guild Chantry Chapel
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. Regular requiems
are also said at S Stephen’s Church, Gloucester Road,

London, S.W.7, and in many benefices under the patronage
of the Guild,

Engquiries from:-
The Rev. The Secretary
G.A.S. Office
St. Dunstan’s Vestry
184a Fleet Street, London, E.C.4




THE AUTUMN " FESTIVAL AND CANTERBURY
PILGRIMAGE, 24th OCTOBER -

S§ THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
. Marrired December 29th 1170.
Now in the Lotd rejoice we all =,
To keep this sacred festival, i
To honour Thomas, martyr blest,” b
.Who by his-death h.ls faith confessed BN

Behold, wcll-plcasmg unto God
_ Was in his days this. mighty priest
Unto the law of God most High S "
Obedient above the'rest. -
From The Metrical Proper by _] P Hill.
“This festival has for many years been held in a central London church,
but this ‘year by the cooperation of the Dean and Chapter of Cantcrbury
it was decided to hold the festival in Canterbury and thus combine with
it a national pilgrimage in honour of S Thomas a Bcckct during the many
events taking place. The Church Union in the Summer held a great pil-
grimage and perhaps one wondered. what the Guild’s response would be.
It was staggering in the numbers who were present—some six. hundred
and fifty servers vested—many friends—nearly one, thousand-—from near
and far, entailing travelling at a very carly hour and arnvmg horne in'some
cases in the early hours of Sunday. ° _ R
London '
The Warden, Father Whitehead, cc]ebratcd at a high’ mass at noon in hJs ‘church of
'S Mary Magdalcnc, Munster Squatc for thosetravelling through’London, Sofme one
hundred were present and later eighty travelled on a special train to Cantcrbury for the
Office. . . .
Canterbury
Noon. At noon a solemn eucharist took place in the church of S Peter the. Apostlc
Over three hundred servers-had processed from the Hospital of $ Thomas at Eastbridge,
led by crucifer, thurifer and acolytes, through the Hi gh Street, where a great act of witness -
was made to the many onlookers. 8 Peters was filled-to ovcrﬂowmg, every possxble space
being occupied and many standing in the churchyard, -
The rector, Canon Ingram Hill, celebrated with Father Dudley Heryet, chaplain to
All Souls Chapter and Father E Chappcl as deacons. Brother I Taylor of the All Souls
Chapter was clerk, and the Chaplain General, Father Treadwell, read the old testament
“lesson. Brother Herbert Small cing-the organist with the smgmg led by fout cantors
and the Guild choir.
The service was sung to Mecrbecke as Series I'and included an oﬂ'c:tory processlon,
A special hymn to § Thomas from the Westminster missal ¢ 1380 acclmmcd the saint as
“England’s flower gleaming.
Chief among ‘the bright array”.
Six priests officiated at the communion of many ptesent at the three altars of the church.
Afternoon. The Chapter of All Souls at Canterbury are to be congratulated for the
efficient arrangements for tea, and indeed the whole day’s events as the numbers exceeded
expectations and indeed Counc!llot Fred Palmer especially for his most excellent work.
The Cathedral. Some six hundred and fifty servers robed and: processed from the
Chapter House with many robed clergy and the Guild choir in a seemingly endless pro-
cession to the Quire of the Cathedral, where before the high altar and the site of the shrine
of § Thomas the office was sung, the Warden, Father Whitchead officiating. This time
Father Treadwell was organist, Fathers’ Henryet and Chappel were vested in dalmatlc
and tunicle and attended the Warden, -
. Incense was used and this is probably the first time it has been offercd in w0:sh1p
in the cathedral since the days of Mary Tudor. .
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The Sermon. This was given by the Revd R W Stephenson, Chaplain to the Guild’s

Candidates for Qrdination Fund.

““I refoiced when they said unto me,
‘Lt us go to the house of the Lord.
Now we stand within your gates O Jerusalem.”

Exodus 3, verse § (N.E.B.)

“The place where you are standing is holy ground.”

' First, May T on behalf of the Warden and Council of the Guild of
Servants of the Sanctuarz, thank the Dean and Chapter for allowing us to
make out pilgrimage to the Mother Church of All England during the 8ooth
anniversary of the Matrtyrdom of S Thomas a Becket.

Secondly, may I also thank Guild members for their regular and con-
tinued support of the Candidates for Ordination Fund. In particular the
Canterbury Chapter of “All Souls” which for many years has subsctibed
£1ooannuallyunder the enthusiastic leadership of brothers Johnson and Hart,

The many details to ensure the success of this Festival are due to
Councillor Fred Palmer and on your behalf I express to him our warm
appreciation and thanks.

We are all very conscious of standing upon holy ground in a city which
has associations with at least two famous saints—S Augustine, the first
Archbishop of Canterbury, and S Thomas a Becket, to reverence whose
shrine pilgrims came here from all over England.

Just off the road to Sandwich there stands the church of § Mattin which
King Ethelbert gave to his Christian wife, Bertha, and in this cathedral is
the Chair of S Augustine.

But of Becket’s jewel-encrusted shrine not one stone remains—an
indication of how well King Henry the VIII’s men did their work of
destruction.

_ Of these two saints, Augustine and Becket, it is the latter we chiefly remember ar this

tme.

If Becket was a stubborn and rigid man so too was Henry 1.

The aim of that King was a church subjected to the Crown.

In his attempt at its subjection he shocked the public conscience by his complicity

in the murder of one whom he described as 'that rurbulent priest’.

The tesult was that Canterbury, the scene of his murder became the principle place
of pilgrimage in this country in the ages of Faith,

- A series of rebuildings and additions”, writes Marcus Crouch, “which removed
almost all outward signs of Lanfranc’s cathedral, made Canterbury one of the most complex
of all English churches, and Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales gave immot ality to the pious,
gay witty and wicked pilgrims”,

“From every shire’s end
Of England thay to Canterbury wend,
be holy blessed martyr for to seok .
Who them hath belped when they were sick™. (Chancer)

' When you have time make a pilgrimage to the village of Elham, where the flanking
panels of the Flemish alabaster reredos are scenes from Becket’s life. At Godmersham,
on the choir walls, there is a 12th century carved representation of Becket, doubtless
ingpired by the canonisation of the martyred Archbishop.

Here then in this city, which like others, suffered heavily in the last war, we are
conscious of the past, of the great traditions of the English Church and of the Anglican
Céommunion, the rock from which we are hewn, And when tomorrow the Canonisation
Ceremony takes place in Rome let us not forget those Anglican Martyrs who during
Mary Tudor’s reign gave proof of their faith in the Catholic Church of England. Here
in the cathedral, beloved of Anselm, Lanfranc, Cranmer, Laud, Benson, Davidson, Lang
and Temple, we also come as pilgrims, intent on reverence and re-dedication. Here the
past lives on in the present.
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We who are members of the Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary, come here as pilgrims.
And we come here to remind outselves that we are citizens of the Heavenly as well as of
the earthly City. ) . .

In this great cathedral we cannot but be reminded of the Church and of its influence
upon our lives and its influence upon the State. .

This country has owed many of those qualities in its ethos, which can be described
as great, to the influence of the Church. To-day, it may well be said, that the influence
of the Chairch is far less than it was. The authority of the Church has collapsed. But the
sad fact is thar all authority of a moral and spiritual sort has collapsed with the rebellion
against authority of any sort which is part and parcel of the times in which we live. And
with what sad results, In daily life, we see it revealed on the Television, we sce a revolt

- from all moral obligation and 2 revelling'in drink, in obscenity, and in bad language and
vulgarity. This is symptomatic of the attempt being made at the moment to live lives
which are bounded by death, and where any conception of Eternal life or Judgement has
no place. . : .

Ler us then remind ourselves that our pilgrimage to this shrine is a reminder that
we are pilgrims here on earth making our way to the Heavenly City. The epitaph on the
gravestone of Clement Stuppeny in the parish church of Lydd, says: .

““In Holy Writ the pilgrimage of Man bere upon earth
s likened 1o a span,
His days uncertain britile as the glass,
A flower in the field doth flourish for a day*
Ere morrow morn it vanisheth away.
Such is our siate we now in g]cj;f:y flowrich,
But in an instant suddenly do perish.”

We then are pilgrims to the Eternal City.

“For hete we have no permanent home, but we are seekers after the city that is to come”.
Becket’s text for his first sermon after his return to Canterbury after years of exile.

And there is perhaps at times much to make us despondent.

We seem to fail to hold people and we scem to get the message of the Gospel across
to so few. However, we must not abandon our efforts and resign ourselves to the pleasures
of the material world, S Paul encouraged the Christians at Philipi with these words:

“WWhatsoever things are true, whatsoever 1hings are jusi,
whaiscever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be an
virtue, and if there be.any praise, think on these things”.

and these words should encourage us today. )

When an American airman was shot down in the Pacificand taken to an island, formerly
cannibal, and nursed back to health, he found himself in a community where there was
no murder, no drunkeness, no divorce, no poverty and no V.D. He asked the chief the
secret of all this happiness and well being. The Chief looked at him reproachfully and said,
“Your grandfathers taught us Christianity and we have taken Christ seriously”. We need
to take Christ seriously today.

The great danger at the moment, in this permissive society, is that of not raking sin
setiously, or even of ridding ourselves of the very conception of sin. But if we ate to take
Christ sericusly, we must take sin seriously. We know that in the presence of Christ we
shall know ourselves as sinners and shrink from his presence, To remind ourselves of
the fact of sin is not being old-fashioned: it is being realistic. Christianity is a question
of dying to sin. . ' ‘ .

It is a difficult and painful process. But to those who presevere and put their hand to
the plough and do not look back, there is real happiness.

“Be thou faithful unto death and T will give thee a crown of life”, | .

But let us not simply live in the past. As pilgrims, we have the promise of divine-
guidance, and the New Testament assures us-that the Holy Spirit will lead us into new
truth, This is God's world and, as members of the Church, we need to witness to that
fact in our daily life, in School or College, Office or Factory, Club or Home”. '
* ' “God looked at the world and saw that it was good”. But we need God in'order to
fully experience the goddness of the world. For man is a sinner, who has rebelled against
his ‘creator. The Church must be concerned with the world, * : o
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Bonhoeffer in a letter wrote:

“Qur Christianity must be confined to praying and for doing right to our fellow men.

. Christian thinking, speaking and organization must be reborn out of this praying and this
action". The Church, then, must be a loving community, offering its fellowship and loving
acceptance to men and women, whatever they believe and whatever they do, and in no
patronising spirit. Roger Lloyd once said: “The Church must laberiously win its right
to be heard by the quality of its service in love”.

We cotne here in penitence for our failures. Sometimes we have made Christ too small.

Teilhard de Chardin once said: “Christ must always be far greater than our concep-
tions of the world, but for many years we have allowed gim to appear hardly equal to themn
or even smaller. That is why ghristianity is 80 anaemic at present”. Because men are
realizing the truth of those words, we are living in a period of change and transition.
Men and women are realizing again neglected truths about Christ which the Church has
failed to keep before them.

We come here then in penitence. Perhaps our chief failure is our failure to live out
the cthical precepts of Christ. We have been too much concerned with ourselves, with
making money, too proud, too complacent. So we need God’s forgiveness and the
forgiveness of each other. Jesus emphasized that truth of man’s need of forgiveness.
Have we neglected to examine ourselves—that self-examination of what is amiss in our
daily life? Have we given up the sacrament of penance? Remember that King Henry
Il walked barefoot from the Leper Hospital to this Cathedral to be scourged in penance
for the murder of Becket.

“1 rejoiced, when they said 1o me,

‘Let u.:{ga to the bouse of the Lord’,
Now we stand within your gales,

O Jerusalem.”

“The place where you are standing is holy ground”,

Let us rejoice that God has gathered us fzcrc today in this English Jerusalem. And
on this holy ground where we have stood let us rededicate ourselves to the services of the
King of the Heavenly Jerusalem. Let us pray that we may in some measure live on earth
ag He would have us live. Let us give ourselves to Him in obedience and lave.

God’s name is Holy and His people must also be holy.

“The One who called you is boly; like bim, be boly in ail your bebaviour, because Scripture says,
“You shall be boly for I am boly’” (1 Peter 1 15. N.E.B.).

The procession. The service concluded with a procession in which the Guild's
banner was carried to the place of the martyrdom of the saint where prayers werce said by
Canon Ingram Hill, and tic Precentor, Father ] Nourse gave the blessing.

Of great note in the whole service was the most impressive singing by so many men,
particularly in the acclamation ‘One Church, One Faith, One Lord’ in the hymn “Thy hand,
O G6d, has guided’. The fact that the Quire was filled, and some three hundred friends

in every vantage point, made the whole service most inspiring, and those gervers from
Hertfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Norfolk, Suffolk, south coast, east coast, north and west
who were present will long remember this great occasion.

S PETER'S RECIPE

by the Revp A J Warreneap, Warden

More years ago than I care to remember, I think I was a boy of about
16 at the time, I was visiting London and I went on Sunday morning to
mass in All Saints, Margaret’s Street during the days when Dom Bernard
Clements was vicar there, and it happened to be the Feast of S Peter and S
Panl, and in his own inimitable way, which those of you who are old enough
to remembet him will remember full well, he preacKed a delightful sermon
on S Peter. I can’t remember it in detail except that two things about it
have stuck! One was that he gave it a title and the other was the text, and
I remember my grandmother once saying to me that if 2 sermon was good
it didn’t matter whether you could remember much about it afterwards,
so long as you remembered the text. So much for those who advocate
preaching without them today. The text is this—and appropriately enough

8




it came in the Epistle for yesterday’s mass the Fifth Sunday after Trinity—
it is from the third Chapter of S Peter’s First Epistle, verses 10 and 11,
‘He that would love life and see good days let bim refrain bis tongue from evil and bis

lips that speak no guile, let hint eschew evil and do good let him seek peace and ensue it’,

I'just remember Dom Bernard’s next words and after that I am afraid I shall
have to give you the results of some 30 years of constant meditation on that
text every Feast of S Peter. He said: Those words my dears, constitute -
8 Peter’s recipe for a truly happy life, what a wonderful thought:

Thank heavens thete isn’t a window in this church which has a stained glass depiction
of a saint. Most of our churches suffer from saint’s who have been glamourised by a series
of attists, mostly bad, some indifferent, a few very good. But one of the apfmll‘mg results
is that very few of us ever remember that the saints were very ordinary people like ourselves.
Doctor Prideaux under whom I studied at Salisbury Theological College, used to say, that
the simplest definition of a saint was that he was an ordinary person who did the ordinary
things of life extraordinarily well, how true and simple and direct that is, and so also their .
prescriptions for us are offen equally direct. Has it ever occurred to you for instance,
that many of the letters or portions of the letters which appear in the New Testament
are very much akin to the atticles or the letters which parish priests. write today in their
patish magazines. ‘That is why some of them-—especially S Paul’s--have very little relevance
for this day and age. But there are some problems, there are some difficulties which recur .
repeatedly throughout history and certainly the recipe which § Peter in those words I
quoted you a moment or 0 ago gives to us, is a recipe which is as necessary today as it
was when he wrote it, indeed he himself was quoting from one of the psalmists who had
wrtitten hundreds of years before. Let's look at it carefully. :

L

True Happiness -

‘He who would love life and see good days’. 1 don’t know how many of you are
interested in the Culinary Art, its one of my few hobbies. But the first thing ou do when
you pick up your recipe book, is to find out what you want to make. After all, there -
wouldn’t be much point in putting a lot of things in a basin if you had no idea what was
going to come out in the end of it, although I suspect sometimes, some cooks do that!
Nevertheless its as well to start off knowing what you are aiming at.  ‘He that would love
life, see good days’, he who desires true happiness and my dear Brethren who among
us does not? It is the greatest desire of all times, it is ever present in the heart of man,
its his constant search and alas it is something which repeatedly eludes him., So then §
P}:_tcr is giving some homely advice, a little recipe on how to achieve this much desited
thing. : . ‘

Speak No Guile

‘He that would love life and see good days, first let him refrain his tongue from evil
g and his lips that they speak no guile’.. You remember that § James in his Epistle reminds
us that arthough the tongue is such a small thing it is capable of doing enormous evil,
| and I venture to think that the greatest cause of unhappiness and misery in this world
not infrequently arises from the misuse of either power and ability of speech: . The unkind
sword, the eagerness with which we pass on something unpleasant about another pesson,
\ “the zeal with which we listen to what people often have to say to which we would be
" better to close our ears. The foul language that often issues from a member, the tongue,
\ A which was primarily created to praise God and give joy and comfort to mankind. The lies,
e the deceits, oh yes, and countless other ways in which we can think of how the tongue:
can be misused.” It would perhaps be a very good thing fof all of us if our self examination
began with the sins of the tongue, and it is not without significance that in exhorting us
on how to seck and how to find true happiness that $ Peter with his practical common-
sense begins with just this thing. Let him refrain his tongue from evil, ah yes but it doesn’t
stop there, there’s something clse, ‘and his lips that they speak no guile’, It isn’t encugh
merely not to indulge in direct unkind talk, but so often there are those guileful innuendos,
or there is the smarminess with which we will speak to people to theit face and how
differently we speak of them behind their back, yes, guile is a very terrible thing, not least
because it 50 often misleads the person to whom we are speaking to thinking that they
have a friend when in reality they often have a bitter enemy.
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Eschew Evil

+ Then he goes on ‘let him eschew evil and do good’. The word eschew is from a
Greek word which means quite literally to siit out, get rid of. Now obviously this is
commonsense. Again let us go back to the kitchen, no sensible cook, man or woman,
would begin to bake a cake, or a pudding, or any other dish in a dirty basin, we should
wipe it out and make sure that it is quite clean before we start. If we don’t pick the fruit
or check very carefully through it before we put it into the cake, the result is often most
unpleasant with little bits of stalk and other unpleasantries as we are trying to enjoy our
afternoon tea. For most of us this means making a good confession regulatly, catefully
prepared for, getting rid of evil, the accummulated evil in ourselves, the daily state of sin,
which the fraility and the weakness of cur human nature makes us so prone to. Yes, let
him eschew evil, we can't begin until we do, you remember that in the old Catechism we
are told that we must eschew evil, we must refrain from evil, we cannot hope to follow
Christ, and to be an adequate Christian, indeed we cannot possibly begin to follow Christ
until we have turned our backs on evil. This is one of the initia thin%s that happens in
our Baptism, but it happens also whenever we make our careful self examination and
confession. But again there's another bit, ‘let him eschew evil and do good’. There are
lots of very good Church people, very devout Church people who make their confessions
regularly, who no doubt in their cvcnin‘% Eraycrs carefully go through a list of seif examina-
tion questions, but they still don’t find happiness, they still don’t particularly enjoy life,
why is this? You know I am not old enough to rcmemﬁet them and I don’t suppose many
of you are cither, but I believe that the Victorian and the Edwardian Gardens from the
pictures that one sces were wonderfully neat and trim and tidy, the privet hedges were
absolutely perfect, the lawns were beautifully done, there wasn’t a weed to be seen, but
they were so dull, so terribly dull, because they never had any flowers in them and the
moral for us surely, is this, don’t only weed your garden but plant flowers in it. In a word,
yes get rid of evil but not merely to get rid of evil in a negative sense without a positive daily
attempt to bring to bear the fruits of the Holy Spirit within our daily lives: in our life of
prayer our link with God, in our dealings with other people is pretty futile. In other
words the goodness that we do receive from the Grace of God is something not to be
folded away and put in the bottom of the drawer like the selfish man did with his talent
and who earned such condemnation from our Lord. It is something to be used, first
to the glory of God and secondly for the good of our fellow men, ‘Let him eschew evil
and do good’.

t
Seek Peace

Lastly ‘let him seek peace and ensue it’, or perhaps the better word is let him seek
peace and parsxe it. What an clusive word peace is! Again 1 am just old enough to re-
member a former Prime Minister returning from Munich waving his bowler hat, I suppose
it was, and a piecc of paper and saying in a soft voice, “peace in our time” and within
twelve months the world was embroiled in one of the worst universal conflicts it has ever
known. In 1945 Europe rejoiced. The lights went on again, people danced in Trafalgar
Square, peace has come they said. I, at the time was serving as a young man with the
R.AF, in the Far East where the conflict lingered for almost another year, but then the
same thing happened, there was rejoicing, there was feasting, and the shout of peace went
up again, but you know my dears not since that day has there been peace in our world
and we are as far from peace now as ever we were. For peace does not mean merely 5.

cessation from war, peace is a gift of God, its something which begins in the inner man, *-.

if we are really trying to live the Christian life in all its fullness, its"beauty, its goodness,
then we shall know peace. Furthermore, it will be that peace of God which passes our
understanding: a peace which only God can give and wfxich no man can take from us.
But let us never forget that this peace is only the fruit of sustained prayer and communion
with God: that it is something essentially to be shared with others. Once we have it and
use it, then no matter how great the turmoil around uvs, we shall have means to weather
all the storms.

May the prayers and example of S Peter ever assist you in your quest, and that you
may be richly blessed in the same, I bid you all a blessing: In the name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
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IN THE ETERNAL STABLE
by Sydney W Hart

In visions, we see that stable,
Blessed for etetnity—

And, kneeling down before the scene,
We see the Prince of Peace, serene,

Qur Lotd, the immortal Christ Child.

‘o - - O <o

. And, in each heart, should live the story, ‘
Of Ged’s Own Son, bringing the glory.
Unto a world that had forgotten much, -
To grant to mankind, LOVE that does touch
And, make anew the dymg thing—
That’s why the whoie-mdc-world should -sing—
“Unto you a Child is Born . . . . And, rejoice,
" He is the PRINCE of PEACE”! -

DO YOU COLLECT I’OSTAGE STAMPS?

BR. COMMONWEALTH? FOREIGN? NEW ISSUES?
THEMATICS ?
We can offer a comprehensive New Issue Service covering over
zoo stamp- issuing territories. We also supply standing orders
for thematic issues—Costumes, Paintings, Ships, or any other
subject in which you may be interested.
‘Thematic collecting is increasing in populanty, if you do not
yet collect, why not start a collection? -

Latest ropics include :
EASTER stamps depicting world famous rehglous paintings.
KINGS AND QUEENS OF ENGLAND on stamps from

" West Indian island of Barbuda,
CHARLES DICKENS Centenary Year. ' ‘
EUROPEAN CONSERVATION YEAR—flowers, animals,
trees, etc.

Write for lists giving full details of above issues plus information
on special topics for 1971, Let us know your interests,

PHILATELIC THEMATICS
30 Baker Street, London, WIM 2DS,

i

v
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SERMON PREACHED AT SOUTHWARK CATHE-
DRAL ON THE OCCASION OF THE SOUTHWARK
DIOCESAN SERVERS FESTIVAL, 1970

g::zt +— 8§ Matthew 2 vetse 1 THERE CAME WISE MEN FROM THE
ST.

by the Revp E H WaLkeR

The story of the Epiphany, so well known, and so simply described by
S Matthew, nevertheless presents a number of problems. In the first place,
who were these people whom we call the “Magi”? The word can be
used in two senses—"‘wise men” or “magicians”. The only other magus
in the New Testament is Elymas in Acts 13, verses 6-12, and he, clearly, is
a magician, or sorcerer. Qur Magi were probably astrologers—people
who used stars to forecast events. They exhibited a certain amount of
wisdom (or so their contemporaries thought) and so comes about the
translation “Wise Men™ to which we are accustomed.

That the story has been popular from earliest days is proved by the fact that various
additions have been made to the original simple gospel narrative. For example, we sing
about the “Three Kings” but we do not know that they were three in number, nor do
we know that they were kings. Origen (one of the early Fathers of the Church) whose
dates are, approximately, 185 to 254, was the first to give their number as three, probably
surmising this from the fact that three gifts were presented, whilst the tradition that they
were kings comes from Tertullian (160-220). Not until the sixth century were they given
names—Gaspar; Melchior; Balthasar, and I can find no refetence to the suggestion that
one of them was dark skinned. In the Middle Ages, the Magi were venerated as saints
and the people of Milan claimed to possess their relics, brought from Constantinople in
the fifth century, These were taken to Germany by Frederick Barbarosa in 1162 and are
now enshrined in Cologne Cathedral.

Such are the traditions attached to the visit of the Magi to the house “where the young
child was”. What lessons are we to draw from the incident? I will suggest two.

First, the Magi were involved in worship, This was the object of their visit for,
when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother,
and fell down and worshipped him. Most of you present today are altar servers. You and
1 are involved in a particulat way in the matter of worship. May I suggest, yes, appeal,
that we should be “professionals” in the best sense of that word. We shall not inflict our
own idiosyncracies on the congregation; we ghall not wotry ovet unnecessary fripparies.
We ghall do out best to ensure that, by our efforts the worship of the church proceeds
smoothly and that it shall be cbvious that it is, for us, a true reality. We ate not “play
acgorls” pretending to be what we are not but rather, we are assisting in man’s greatest
privilege.

Secondly, the Magi exhibited a keenness which lasted throughout that long journey
to the place where the young child was, and, who knows, for how long afterwards. Keen-
ness. will result in reliability and these are two attributes of a dedicated server.. When I
was a young server in a west London parish, our MC used to issue a rota for six or eight
wecks at a time. It soon became obvious to me that some whose names appeated on that
list would always be there whilst others often didn’t turn up, You could rely on X but
not on Y. Y might possibly be there or arrive, one minute before the service was due
to start. May I spcaE to you as a very otdinary, yes, “‘dogsbody” parish priest (and I
would covet no other desctiption), and say what a joy a gricst has when he can rely abso-
lutely on a server turning up, and in §ood time, when he is on duty, and the worry he
has when one of his servers is unreliable. The words “keenness” and “reliability” are the
best description I can conceive of the attributes of a server, and If the badge of the Guild
of Servants of the Sanctuary were ever redesigned, I would hepe that these words would
be incorporated in it as expressing the basic atttibutes of a server’s high office.

So we come back to where we started—at the house where the young chiid was, and,
with the Magi, we offer our gifts and we, too, fall down and worship him.
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INCENSE
. " ALTON ABBEY 7/6
MADONNA. *An OId Favourite 7/6
FESTIVAL. 10/-
SPECIAL. 12/6
ROSA MYSTICA 12/6

Post Extra *

INSTANT GLOW CHARCOAL

In addition to the Squares, we are now able to offer you Boxes -
of Rlngs :
Large Rlngs. _box of 30 4/6 - ‘
Small Rings. boxof 48" 5/- "~ . . "
Squares,  boxof 48 5/- . .

Post Extra -

Obtainable from:—. '

THE REVD FR ANTHONY OSP,
THE ABBEY
ALTON, HANTS

As formerly su;ppliéd by C. Britton & Son
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ATIONS
by Father Chatles

Stigmatization. These notes are being written between two feasts of
8 Francis Assisi (17th Sept. and 4th Oct.) and perhaps that is why I feel it is
approptiate to say something about this mysterious subject. That S Francis
received the Stigmata, i.e. the reproduction of the sacred wounds of our
Lord is undoubtedly true. Whether all the claims of other persons who have
been stigmatized are true, is, I think open to doubt. § Cathetine of Sienna
claimed to have received the stigmata but they remained invisible. Her
namesake of Genoa is also reputed to have been stigmatized. In recent
years there is the case of Fr Pio in southern Italy, and Dorothy Kerin of
our own Communion. In the case of the latter, the wounds were seen by
an old friend of mine who has now depatted this life, and I have no reason
to doubt the authenticity of his testimony. Over 300 known cases of
stigmatization have been investigated and, almost without exception, their
genuineness has been accepted. In some cases a natural explanation is
probably the right one, i.e. that constant meditation upon the sacred Passion
might reproduce the wounds in hands and feet and side. It is a fact that
people often tend to resemble those whom they love. I've known husbands
and wives who grew to resemble each other, and I once knew a shepherd
who had the face of a sheep. So intense personal love for our Blessed Lord
in His Passion, may account for the stigmata in some cases. This however,
does not account for all the cases of stigmatization, and a supernatural
explanation seems the only one. This of course raises an important question,
Why should some Christians receive “The marks of the Lord Jesus” (Gal.
6 v.17) and not others? There is of course no completely satisfying answer
to such a question, but we may, I think, hold that for His own purposes,
our Lord has been pleased to bestow upon some holy souls the wounds He
Himself bore for us.

As far as I know, Miss Kerin is the only Anglican to receive stigmatization; all the
other 300 odd belong to the Roman Communion. The possession of the stigmata however,
do not necessarily lead to canonisation. 1 have used tEc word “Stigmatization” to avoid
using the word “stimatize”. This latter word bears a rather unpleasant meaning and often
tepresents what the Americans call a “smear”.

Temptation. This surely is the most common “ATION” of all. “Lead us not into
temptation” is part of a prayer that we constantly repeat. It is however a word that has
more than one meaning. Its primary meaning is trial or testing, “God did tempt Abraham®
{Gen 22 v.1,); “Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations, knowing this that
the trial of your faith worketh patience” (James 1 v.v. 1 & 2). In both of these instances
the meaning is trial or testing, and this is the meaning of the petition in the Lord’s Prayer.
We ask that we may not be put to the test without the grace of God to “deliver us from
evil”. There is however a secondary meaning of temptation and it is this meaning that
we usually have in mind when we use the word. We say we are tempted to sin and we pra
that we may have grace to withstand the temptations of the wotld, the flesh, and the devil.
Temptation then means that we are conscious of strong desires to sin. Such desires spring
usually from three sources, called for convenience *The world”, “The flesh”, and the
devil”, Sometimes indeed there is a combination of these sources of temptation, for
often the “world” is in alliance with the “flesh”, whilst the devil, who is a great oppor-
tunist, exploits our weaknesses by reinforcing the allure of the world or the flesh. Tempta-
tion however is not the same as sin, and in my ministry in the confessional 1 have often
had to emphasise this. We can and we ought to avoid as far as possible the occasions of
temptation, e.g. refraining from the company of people whose influence is bad—but
however keen the temptation may be, we have not sinned until our wills consent to it.
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We are beings possessing freedom of will, but because so often our'wills are weak, we
need the grace of God to reinforce our wills. .

1 have mentioned three sources of temptation, We all know what is meant by the
“world”, and the “flesh”, but I wonder if everybody knows what he means by the “devil”,
In popular representation he is represented as a goat-like creature with horns and hooves,
complete with the tail of an ass. This caricature I think is responsible for an article I read
recently in' a Church newspaper entitled “The devil dehorned”, The writer points out
that there is little in the Old Testament to support this view of the devil, and he goes on
to say that the idea of a devil must have becn the invention of the writers of the New -
Testament, and that consequently there is no such being as the devil or Satan. This is
an example of how far the destructive criticism of the Bible can go, for such a theory makes
nonsense of the New Testament and, the narratives of our Lord’s temptations contained in
the synoptic gospels, All through the New Testament it is assumed that there is an un-
ending struggle between good and evil, and that the evil is'in some way directed by spiritual
intelligences, e.g. “We wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against -
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in
high places™ (Eph 6). The author of the Apocalypse writes of “That old serpent, called
the Devil, and Satan™ being vanquished by Michael and his angels, and cast out of heaven
along with the apostate angels who had sided with him (Rev. 12). . :

There is = story regarding the visit of a bishop to a primary school where he questioned
the children about their religious knowledge. One question was, “Now children, do you
regard the devil as a person, or as a metaphysical abstraction™? A small oy put up his hand
and answered “Please Sir, ‘€’s a snake”, T cannot vouch for the truth of this story, but I
am quite sure the child was nearer the truth about the devil than the peaple who regard
him as a metaphysical abstraction. Whether we are right to attribute personality to the
devil (that is if we know what we mean by personality) or not, of one thing 1 am absolutely
certain, namely, that he is very much a reality. An old Methodist ' parishioner of mine
often spoke about the devil and told me his friends had complained to him that he scemed
obsessed with the idea of a personal devil, His reply was to the effect that the devil was
always troubling him but that he did not trouble them because he had “got them already”.
I cannot go so far as my old friend, but in my own ministry T have so often found unexpected
set-backs, and hindrances that T could enly attribute to the agency of evil spiritual entities
i.e. the devil and his angels. These events have happened too frequently to be dismissed
as mere coincidences. Apart from one’s ministry there are in my own personal life many
instances of the temptations of the devil against which I have not always been victorious.
If the devil has a sense of humour (which I doubt) he must laugh when people try to con- -
vince others of his non-existence. 1t séems to me that nothing would more “suit his book™.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

SATURDAY, 8th JANUARY 1971

Southwark Diocesan Servers Festival.,
12 noon sung Eucharist. Preacher, The Bishop of Woalwich. 3 pm Office.

MONDAY, 1z APRIL 1971 ‘
Eastern Area Festival. Norwich Cathedral.

SATURDAY, 17th APRIL 1971

EASTER FESTIVAL AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. S :John
Baptist, Holland Road, London.

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY, 315t MAY 1971 : _
Chapter of 88 Osmiund and Swithun, Bournemouth. Jubilee Festival. § Francis
of Assisi, Bouinemouth. High mass, noon. Office and procession, 4 pm. Lunches
available 1.30 pm. -Please apply for tickets sop each by 10th May to Bro R White,
26, Huntfield Road, Bournemouth. ’ .

’
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KNOW YOUR BIBLE — (6)

the Book of MICAH—The HEART OF RELIGION
by the Revd Wm H Barnard

The prophet Micab (or Micaiah) the Morashtite was a younger con-
temporary of the great Isaiah but under very different circumstances. He
was a countryman of humble origin, a kind of ‘Judean-Amos’; for what
Amos had said to Israel in the North, Micah fearlessly repeats to the southern
Judah and its capital city Jerusalem. The social evils he deplores are #hose
of the rural areas rather than the ci(}y streets. Micah takes us across the fields,
among the homes of agricultural folk and what he has to say includes some
of the most striking passages in Old Testament prophecy.

1t is generally agreed that only chapters one to three and parts of the
remaining chapters can definitely be assigned to Micah himself. Other
scattered oracles by later prophets, thought to he in general harmony with
Micah’s message, seem to have been collected on the same roll lest they
should be lost. What then, is the “Burden’ of this small yet notable book?

Micab's Message is primarily o warning of coming judgment unless reformation of
worship and morzlity takes é)lacc. The prophet sces injustice practised on every side;
rich men getting possesion of the soil, the source of their neighbours’ livelihood, (chap 2,
vv, 1-2); tenants evicted, peasants made homeless, women cast adrift, children disinherited
(chap 3, vv, 1-3). He saw the wrong men in office, rulers oppressing the flock they should
have shepherded and religious leaders guiding their followers astray, preaching for hire,
not uttcrm% the truth (chap 3, vv. 5-11). Jerusalem was being built on a foundation of
wrong and bloodshed. No deubt, like Amos, Micah was reported to the king as 2 dangerous
sedition-mongeting lunatic. Many years later similar words spoken against the holy city
drew persecution on Jeremiah’s head (see Jeremiah, chap 26, vv, 18-end). Hezekiah,
the King however, and the people of Judah took Micah’s words to heart. Reforms were
introduced and the prophesied downfall of the house of David postponed awhile.

Micab sums up the teaching of his three predecessors whom we have studied, Amos,
Hosea, and Isaiah, and in chapter 6, vv. 6-8 brings us to the very essence of religion for all
times and all peoples. “What does the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God”? A very fine hymn on this passage is to be
found in number 99 from “‘100 Hymns For Today” recently published by Wm Clowes
and Son Ltd, Micah tells us that no material sacrifices, no outward ritual can avail; religion
is a matter of the right direction of the human will, a life of justice, compassion and obed-
ience to God. Reality, not a soul-less formalism, is what matterg.

Micab also premises Judah a Messianic-king to bring deliverance from Assytia (chap j,
vv. 2-4). This is a prophecy which New Testament writers saw fulfilled in the birth of
Christ, a Redeemes not only of Istacl but of all mankind. Another siriking passage is chap. 4,
vv. 1-7, where religion is seen as the centre of the origin of all things and results in widening
the brotherhood of nations, universal peace, with the weapons of war transformed into
tools of agriculture. Altogether, the book of Micah is outstanding, for it gives us the
heart of rSigion in a nutshell. As the hymn mentioned above states,

“Still down the ages ring
the bpropbst s stern commands;
To merchant worker, king
be brings God's bigh d,tmand.r;
Do justiy;
Love mercy; Walk bumbly with your God.”

TO THE EDITOR
ECUMENISM

Alternative ptoposals for “Church Unity” have been published, now,
but there is some doubt as to how they will be teceived by the Church of
England generally and Methodist leaders already, have criticised the pro-
posals severely. As Christians, are we trying to take o much of this work
upon ourselyes?
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Our Blessed Lotd has taught us how and when to pray (see S Luke
chap. 22 v.41, chap. 11 v.2) and has promised that “If ye shall ask anything
of the Father, He will give it you in My Name” § John chap. 16 v.23, and
again, “Have no anxiety about anything but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be known to God. Philip
chap. 4 v.4 (see also S Matthew chap. 6 v.24).

We do well in devoting much time to prayer and meditation and following the
example which Our Blessed Lord has set us when He prayed “That they may all be one,
even as Thou, Fathet, art in Me and 1 in Thee”” S John chap. 17. v.21. Any further progress
should be, for ourselves, in the difection of an ever more faithful imitation of Christ and
obedient to His Words.

It is not for us to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by His Own
Authotity. Acts. chap. 1, v.1. Tt is possible that the “Church Unity” which we hopefully
envisage may not be the Church Unity which Almighty God has prepared for us.

“Then I beheld all the work of God, that man cannot find out the work that is done
undet the Sun; because, however much a man labour to seek it out, yet, he shall not find
it; yea, moreovet, though a wise man think to know yet he shall not be able'to find it”,
Ecclesiastes chap. 8; v.17. But let us persevere with all lowliness and meekness and lon
suffering, forbearing one another in love; endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit
in the Bond of Peace. Ephesians chap. 4, v.2 . . . . put on love, which binds everythin,
together in perfect harmony. And let the Peace of Christ rule in your hearts to whi
indeed you were called in the one Body. Colossians chap. 3, v.12.

Church Unity is a reality with all true christians who hope to share in the Eternal-
Life of Christ through their personal experience of regeneration by Baptism into the
Name of the Lord Jesus and of Worship of God in the way best fitted to each and every
individua! Christian Member of the Body of Christ. :

If all Christiang would accept these principles as a satisfactory base, from which we
could proceed freely with the good work of Church Unity, and so without “treading upon
(E;thgr people’s toes™ . . . . perhaps our renewed efforts might not be displeasing to Almighty

od. ’
C Rurre-WILLIAMS

Swansea

Three apprentice devils, fully trained and ready for their first job were
being interviewed by their master. “You’ll find”, he told them,.“that it’s
easier to LEAD men into evil than to PUSH them into it. You’ll have to
be very crafty”. .. . : : ‘ o

He looked the 3 devils over. “Have you any ideas” ? he asked. Number
One devil was atrogant. “Oh, yes, I shall tell men that there is no God”,
he answered, full of confidence. Satan looked doubtful. “Well”, he said,
““you can try it, but most men know, even if they won’t admit it, that'God
is real™. " h T ' o

“And you, what are you going to do”? he asked. Number Two devil locked craftily
at his master, “I shall tell men that there is no Hell”. Satan did not think much of this
idea, either. “You won’t find that-much good. You'll soon discover that most men have
been there alteady. Man knows zll about Hell”.

The third devil was quite unlike his companions. There was an easy, indulgent
look about him, and Satan turned to him for his plan of campaign. Number Three devil
bowed low. “I shall tell men that God is real, that He is good and all-powetful, and I
shall assute them of the reality of Hell, but”—and the devil grinned—"I shali also tell
them that there’s plenty of time, that there’s no need to hurry”.

Satan was delighted. “Off you go, he shouted, “you’ll do more damage in a day
than these two will do in a year”. . . ‘
Prayer;— Waken our spirits, g Lord, and make us ready to do Your will—NOW.
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’ Alternative Services

THE HOLY COMMUNION, We have now made available, with
the permission of the Registrars of the Convocations of Canterbury
and York, the new Rite of Series 11, as follows:—

1. As a zopp quarto supplement, now incorporated at
no extra charge in every new copy of The Bnglish Missal
(altar edition)

2. The same supplement, thread sewn and trimmed to size,
for slipping into existing missals. Price 8s. 6d. postage 1s.

All the necessary music (i.e. of The Thanksgiving) is included,
and the whole embodies the same high standard of typography
associated with the missal itself.

Please write for information about other Series I and 11 publications,
Please mention The Server.

W. KNOTT & SON LTD
4 Castle Hill, Rochester, Kent

WE CAN SUPPLY

SURPLICES, ALBS (with and without lace), COTTAS (with and
without lace), VESTMENTS, COPES, FRONTALS, ectc. Washable
red or black CASSOCKS from £z, 12. 6.

of the highest quality at less than highest quality prices because our overheads
arc less; also all materials by the yard (inc. cassock cloths); appliques; some
paper patterns, etc. Ask for list V; stating interests.

CHALICES, CIBORIA, PYXES and some other church silver and metal
itema stocked. All church metal goods supplied. State interests, and details
and illustrations wili be sent.

All secondhand church furnishings in textiles, wood and metal (inc. cassocks,
vestments, cottas, etc.). Also ‘seconds’ (slightly substandard) in albs, surplices,
cottas, etc. Ask for list P,

(SACRISTANS: If you have things in your church which you never use we
can buy them or take them in part exchange. Send us a list),

Opren Dainy. Close 11.30 a.m. SATURDAYS

PAX HOUSE, 29 Lower Brook Street,
IPSWICH, Suffolk., Telephone 56832
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IMPORTANT NOTICE — SUBSCRIPTIONS

The General Council has considered a suggesuon for a new form of
subscription.

At present a member either pays 3/6 a year or becomes a life member
on making a single payment of at least three guineas.

The suggestion is that as an alternative to these methods, members should be asked
to covenant with the Guild to pay ONE POUND (£1)'a year for seven years thereafter
to become life members without further payment, =

By this means the Guild would receive not only the £1 but Would be able to collect
a further 14/~ from the income tax authorities, at generally no extra cost to members.

This schéme applies only to those members who pay income tax at the standard
rate. If you are one of these, and would be willing to help the Guild in this way, will
you please sign the form, have your signature witnessed and send the form to me, DO
NOT DATE IT, and do not send any money at this stage: the General Council will
reconsider the suggestion in the light of the number of forms received, and only if it is
decided to go ahead will the forms be registered. You will then bc notlﬁcd and asked
for your first L1.

Please act promptly. This could be a way of getting the In]and Revenue to help
finance the Guild.
F Hewrerr, Treasurer-General,

(full name, BLOCK LETTERS)

of

{address, BLOCK LETTERS)

hereby convenant with the Guild of Servants of thc.Sarictuary that T will pay annually to
the Guild for seven years or until my earlier death such amount as will after deduction

of income tax at the standard rate leave a net sum of ONE POUND (£rx).

Witness:
Signature

Signature.

Address

QOccupation
L
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Altar Breads

Fresh made by Anglican Convents

Priests —Crucifix Fractured — tin of 50
Plaln —To order only

' Peoples—Crucifix, medium or small—tin of 250

1] [T Eand " 500

., —=Cross . only — . 500
or

' Plain » e — , 500

w =—Monogram ,, ., — ,, 500

Altar Candles 519, 25% White Stearine
' Ist or 2nd Vegetable—All Sizes
Votives—6" x §*, 9" x §', 44" x §’
Best Votives—I12 x }”

Seven Day Candles, Standard & Superior, In cartons of twelve
Widdowsons Seven Day Candles in cartons of sixteen

Sanctum Lights—six hour—box of 72
twelve hour—box of 12 or 144
twenty-four hour—box of 12 or 144

Glasses for Either Seven Day or Sanctum Lights
Standard Types of Charcoal only—

Large or Small Rings, Squares

Postage Extra on all Items.

C. BRITTON & SON

53 ROBERT STREET, REGENTS PARK

LONDON, N.W.I
Phone: 01-387-257é
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CHANTRY BOOK

The following additions should be added to the published list of
departed members: .

JANUARY - King, Eric Leonard (priest)
Rawwins, G C {(priest) MirLER, Robert !
FEBRUARY ’ Rosinson, Ernest James
-Wircox, Oscar SEPTEMBER

JULY PrenTICE, George (pricst) |
VEAR, Ian P ’ OCTOBER

AUGUST . Hubson, Noel B (bishop)

GRrEENAWAY, Kenneth Dudley (priest) -
' May they rest in peace

OBITUARY

ALBERT PELHAM MILLER-—Died suddenly in Oxford on August 7th
1970 , ’ .

Albert Pelham Miller, ‘Bob’, joined the G.S.8. in 1049; from Easter 1958 to Easter
1964 he served as Group Councillor for No. 9 Group—roughly covering the area from
S?ough-Reading—Oxfotd-Banbury-Aylcsbury. Bob was greatly respected by all servers
from this arca, and he was held in real affection by the members of the chapter of $
Birin’s with whom he was in close association and to which he gave his enthusiastic
leadership. He had a fine singing voice and was usually cantor at most of the Guild
Offices. A large proportion of the members of 5 Birin’s are senior men. This has a
particular advantage for they are members who come with a liturgical tradition and are
well able to counteract some of the more meaningless gimmicks of the frequent liturgical
experiments. 1In all this Bob was a good leader in preserving the mysteries and dignity
of the church’s liturgical tradition. Albert Miller had been a lad and man of the Sanctuary
for most of his life—he began at the altar of Littlemore—Cardinal Newmans chutch—
for fifteen years he was Sacristan of the church of S Mary Magdalen in Oxford. His
funeral took place in S Mary Magdalen with Solemn Requem and full Catholic Cerermnonies;
assisted by a large congregation of friends and fellow servers. He will be greatly missed
and affectionately remembeted. -

R.J.H.

TO ALL MEMBERS

(a) Referring to AGM gou will see that as from 1st January 1971 the annual sub-
scription will be raised to' FOUR SHILLINGS (fsd) or TWENTY PENCE (Decimal).
At the same time the SERVER will go up to 51X SHILLINGS or THIRTY PENCE
(Decimal) and I am directed by the General Council to call your attention to this and
request that ALL MEMBERS, Clerical and Lay, irrespective of age or status should note
the changes, ) -

{b) gA sutvey of the Chapters reveals that there are many with outstanding arrears
of subscriptions and I am gradually working through these making specific demands.
It will be a great help, as well as a definite saving of GSS time, paper and postage if Chapter
Treasurers and Sccretarfes will NOW go through their Chapter rolls, collect all outstanding
dues and remit them to this office with the minimum of delay. Recommendations-as to
the removal of lapsed members may be made at the same time and I promise consideration
and reply in a day or two, . :

{c) In order to simplify the work at Chapter level and to economise in paperwork
and postage much of the routine rendering of returns etc, has been eliminated and it is
sincerely hoped that Chapter Officers will assist by reducing correspondence and collating
as much work into a periodical letter as is convenient rather than sending in individual
forms etc. At the same time it is suggested that a good read up of the rules in the Manual
will answer many routine questions which of late have been the subject of letters to mel

: : RicHarD A W Eppen,
Secretary General.
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| FESTIVAL j

THE NORTH-WESTERN CHAPTERS' FESTIVAL, 1970

On Saturday, September sth 1970, servers and their friends made the
long journey to the remote outpost of Lancashire, Barrow-in-Futness,
for the North-Western Chapters’ Festival.

Most of those attending, travelled more than roo miles to support 1
their brother servers of the Chapter of § Cuthbert on this the first occasion
that it has been possible to hold a Guild Festival in the Diocese of Catlisle.

The presence of so many servers from Blackburn, Burnley, Carnforth, Frodsham,
Gatley, Knutsford, Romiley, Stockport, Wilmslow and Wirral gave great encouragement
to those who have waited for so long for such a festival in the most North-Westerly
Diocese in England. It was certainly the culmination of many years of patient hopes for
Bro Jack Waterman, (Chapter Secretary) who has persevered against almost insuperable
difficulties and disappointments.

The Festival was held in § James, Barrow-in-Furness, High mass was sung at noon
and the Office at 3.30 pm, by the Reverend William E Barker, vicar of S James, and vicar
designate of S Mary, Windermere. The sermon was preached by the Reverend Fr Edmund
Whecat, $.5.M. During the interval between the mass and the office, many of the visitors
explored Walney Island and the ruins of Furness Abbey, After tea, which was served in
the Parish Hall, the visitors set off on their long journey home refreshed by the good-
fellowship of their hosts and not least by the powerful winds from the Irish Sea.

The ELECTION of Group Representative COUNCILLORS

The General Council is composed among others of a number of Elected Representa-
tives of whom one third retire annually but are, normally, eligible for re-election.

PROCEDURE
In accordance with Rule (Manual page 8 et seq) the following procedure is approved :—

(a) The retirements are to be notified by the Secretary General in the ‘Server’ and direct ‘
to Secretaries of Chapters concerned. ‘

(b)t Chapter secretaries will be required to obtain from among their members nominations
for the post which may be in respect of Full Members (brothers) only but not neces-
sarily of the nominating Chapter,

{¢) Such nominees will be asked to sign the consent form and to supply a short history

: by way of Election Address, which may be circulated to constituent Chapters, if
desired.

{d) The nomination forms, supplied by Central Office, must be returned to the Secretary
General by noon on the closing date imprinted upon them, No discretion can be
allowed that may act unfairly upon others, so any late entries will not be accepted.

(¢) Individual ballot papers are not sent out from Central Office, but each Chapter involved

A
will receive from the SG a ballot paper, with an instruction from the General Council !

asking for the celling of a meeting, especially if necessary, by a given date, at which
members attending may be given the opporrunity to discuss the proposed members,
their election addresses, and to record a vote. If desired, the poll may be conducted
under secret conditions.

(f) At the close of poll, the total number of votes for each candidate shall be entered on
the, ballot, signed by the chairman, as returning officer, and posted to the Central
office so as to reach the Secretary General not later than noon on the date specified
thereon. So that no action may appear unfair late arrivals will be disconnted.

(g) 11 is essential that the above procedure be called 1o the attention of all members, by the Chapier
secretary, and care taken 1hat only full members, (not probationers not Priests Associates)
are allowed the franchise. Sce that every ‘voter’ is told about the date of the Poll.

LONE MEMBERS
So far as possible the above procedure will be applied to these members in the Groups

in which they reside, by the Secretary General, in correspondence.
RicrarD A W EDDEN,

Secretary General.

22



'
. t

G.S.s. DIRECTORY

S Wulfstan—Arriur E SurivrroN, 56 Rectory Road, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcs.

The Amumciation—Maurice W GURNLY 46 Warriner Gardens, London SW]I

Owr Lady & S Ead.’itlrg/)——ROLAND F HUDSON 69 Kingsley Crescent Long Eaton Notting-
ham, NG.10.3. DA.

5 Wj/l/aw & AN Cornish Samf.f—-DAvm AT BUNNEY, Ivybank House, Doubictrces, St
Blazey, Par, Cornwall. -

S Mary of Margam—MALCOL‘H WILLS 2 Picton Strcct Kenﬁg Hill, Bridgend, Glam.

Al Saml.r (.S'eﬂmnak:)—WM RANDALL The Pines, “Clarendon Road, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Our Lady & § J‘mf/;tm-—Gl:aALD w MARTIN 16 Chestnut Avenue, Farnham, Surrey.

5 William of Nnrw:rl)——PE'rER A Ewwus, 120 Philadelphiz Lane, Norwxch Norfol
Not. 24. N.

S Hugh of Lincoln—Hunny M MANNERS 24 Gospatr:ck Road, Tottenham, London N17

S George M—Grorce R Drayson, 23 Palmerston Road, Bickhurst Hill, Essex.

S Peter-~WiLrrip ] DymoND, 19, Duckworth Road, St Thomas, Fxctcr Devon.”

S Jobn Bapiist—E C P. CIIRISTOPHERS 20 Duchy Park Preston, P-ugnton Devon.

5 George—CnnistorHER R Baxer, 124 Willoughby Road Boston, Lincs. .

Vienerable Bede—W ] FairLEY, 20 Defoe Avenue, South Shrc]ds Co. Durham .

'S Franeis of Assisi—Horace Pmmes “Chase Vxew Main Road Hyde Lea, Stafford.

- . Councillors:

London G'ronp Ne G—BFRNARD DaGNaLL, 62 North Sidé, Clapham Common, London SWy.
The Editor: Thg Server: W D qucy, Thc Norman Chapel, Broad Campden Glos.

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS
$ ALDHELM, TROWBRIDGE AND BRADFORD'

The Chapter held its Pattonal Festival in June at Holy Ttinity, Trowbrldge Solemn
mass was celebrated by the Chaplain and Fr Joha Croft, curate of Holy Trinity was deacon.
Unfortunately rain made it necessary to cance! the Street Procession, which as in previous
years was to have been led by the local Salvation Army band. Fr Whitehead, our Warden,
preached and met members afterwards in .the Church Hall.

In Septembet the Chapter arranged a Soletnn Mass at Holy Trinity, Clandown near
Radstock at which the Chaplain, Fr Smedley celebrated and Fr Mason, the vicar, preached.
After the mass all were invited to the Vicarage for picnic lunch, Followmg funch everyone
travelled to Downside Abbey where we were joined by members of other Chapters and
by kind permission of the Abbot were taken on a condicted tour of the Abbey and sacristy
by the’ Guestmaster, Father Mauras. Following this we had the great privilege of being

allowed to sing our' Office in the Choir of the Abbey at which our Chaplain -préached.
Evcryone agreed the visit was vcry en]oyablc and mtcrestlng and a'blg day i in the h1st0ry
of our Chaptet.

The Chapter met at Chrrst Church Bradford on Avon in October for solemn evensong,
with zoth Century hymn nines, procession and Benediction. Following the service,
‘members were mv1tedy to the Vicarage for refreshments followed by Fr Newman, the
vicar, showing some coloured slides. | . , "

. . ’ . ’ 1 AR " ]
‘ ALL SOULS' CANTERBURY '

. The annual visit to $ Mary the Virgin, Reculver, took place in early May. when there
was one of the largest attendances in-the history of the Chaptc:———ﬁve priests-associate
and 43 lay members. Fr P E Goldsmid (Vicar of 8 Mary’s) gave an inspiring address,
and presided at the outdoors procession, when, it being Rogationtide, the crops were
blessed. As it ‘was a fine evening, all robed in the school and walked in.procession to and
from the church, making an impressive sight. : .
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All Saints, Whitstable, is visited bicnnialtl-y, and in June we were very fortunate
with the weather. Canon C Waynforth {vicar of All Saints) gave the address and presided
at the procession.

Both churches were well filled with friends who had made the journeys, together
with parishioners; ladies of the churches entertained all to refreshments after the services.

Xt Whitstable, the Hon. Secretary/Treasurer (Bro Iain Taylor) teferred to Bro P
Greenfield, who unfortunately had broken his ankle,

Two temporary members Bro J A Guille (from Guetnsey) and Bro R Franklin (of
Cardiff) had now completed their studies at Christ Church College, Canterbury, and
were leaving to take up teaching appointments clsewhere. They were wished Godspeed
and it was hoped they would be able to pay an occasional visit to the Chapter in the future,

Bro H A Hart then presented a cheque to Bro Taylor and Miss Doris Driver as 2
wedding present from the Chapter, and Bro Taylor, in acknowledging this very pleasant
sutprise, invited all who could to attend the wedding at S Peter, Canterbury.

In July there was 2 corporate eucharist at § Bartholomew, Herne Bay, which Bro §
Etic Shelton (of § Bartholomew’s) arranged in thanksgiving for 5o years of good health,
happiness and regular employment. Before the cucharist three servers from § Bartholo-
mew’s were admitted—two as full members and one probationer.

Fr P E Goldsmid (vicar of § Mary, Reculver) officiated for the first part of the service
and gave an absotbing address, the theme being “Thanksgiving”. The Old Testament
lesson and the Epistle were read by Bro D Wells and Bro ] W ] Taylor respectively.
The Chaplain (Fr D Heryet), vicar ¢f S Cosmos and S Damian-in-the-Blean) was celebrant.

Four Priests-Associate and 51 members attended, including Clr F Palmer (Ashford);
there were also some 130 people in the congrcgation, and the communicants numbered
88. The Te Deum was sung in procession and a memorable service concluded with S
Bartholomew’s choirboys singing the Nunc Dimittis, with the head boy as soloist.

The collection, which was divided between S Bartholomew’s Church Organ Fund
and the Candidates for Ordination Fund amounted to over £s5. All were afterwards
entertained to refreshments in the Church Hall.

In mid-August S James the Great, Staple, was visited, and the rector (Fr G C Pownall)
preached on the theme of Lady Day in Harvest.

In September, despite a very heavy rain, four priests-associate and 21 lay members
visited S Peter, Whitstable, when the vicar’s (Fr G R Aylen) sermon was on the theme of
Holy Cross Day.

Fr D Heryet officiated at all the offices, with Bro H ] Small as organist.

S BARNABAS, CARDIFF

In Eastettide we were joined by brethren of the Rhondda and Newport Chapters,
at Llandaff Cathedral for solemn Office and address by the Dean followed by a Procession
—a most impressive service on this joyful occasion,

In May we met at 8 Augustine, Penarth for a sung eucharist, with Ascentiontide
hymns, a very devotional offering of the mass. A supper followed in a local restaurant
when ;15 brethren and friends sat down.

The Chapter made history in June by singing the Office for the first time in the town
church of S John the Baptist by kind permisston of the vicar, Canon W E Thomas, RD,
who expressed the hope that we would come again. A talk on trends in criminal laws
was %ivcn by Mr Stan Stewart formerly of the local constabulary.

ue to 2 last minute disappointment and small numbers, the Office was said in S
Mellons Church after which our guest speaker, the Revd D Williams, vicar of Treharris
‘giavc a vi:ry inspiring and thought provoking talk on the role of the church in the present

ay world.

It was a great pleasure for some of our members to renew acquaintance with Fr Adams,
a former Chaplain of our Chapter (and now Chaplain of the Newport Chapter) when we
made 2 pilgrimage to Llanddewi Rhydderch to sing the Office there. Many old friendships
were renewed and we were joined by a former Chapter member, on holiday with his wife
and young dau%hter. A Sister from East Grinstead was also in the party. After a substantial
tea we were 2llowed to visit the vicarage and sec the wonderful clocks therein. A most
delightful aftetnoon which deserved even better support.

The Chapter had the good fortune to secure Fr Rew as speaker on the Celtic Church
when we met in S Paul, Barry for Office. We were pleased to note that the vicar, Fr Colin
David, a priest associate was making steady progress to recovery after a long illness.

24




S CENNYDD, SWANSEA

The first meeting after the summer holidays was held at $ Nicholas-on-the-Hill,
Townhill, Swansea. The address was given by the assistant curate, the Revd Noel James,
_There was a very good attendance :m(f at the meeting afterwards in the Church Hall, the
best wishes of the Chapter were extended to Bro ] Griffin who was shortly entering 8§
Michael’s College, Liandaff to train for Holy Otders.

During July, our Brecon members and friends went on pilgrimage to S David’s in
Pembrokeshire.  On arrival at the Cathedral, they attended a eucharist and afterwards
were conducted around the Cathedral by the Dean. The pilgrimage was a wonderful
spiritual experience and was much apprecidted by all who took part.

In October an “all-night Pop Festival’ attended by about 1,500 young people was
‘held in the Gower Peninsula near Swansea, and 2 Church Centre was set up in a caravan
by local clergy (including our Chaplain) 2nd was manned throughout the night. ‘Members
of GSS also helped in this work and all the cletgy were supporters of the Chapter.' This
was. ci;tninly a worthwhile task and the fact that the Churcg was theré did not pass un-
noticed, '

The Chapter was représented by three members at the Canterbury Pilgrimage.

'S CHAD, COVENTRY e :

We visited S Alban, Stoke Heath in mid September. The Office was solemnly sung;
the Chaplain, Fr D Moore, officiating,  The vicar preached and welcomed us. Afterwards
we went up into the choir vestry for refreshments. Our schedule of future meetings to
June 1971 includes a joint mecting with the Leamington Spa Chapter.

 Members serving at S Anne, S Mark, and 8 Peter are becoming increasingly caught
up in the Hillfields Team Ministry, the first of its kind in the Country to get under Wa?'.
Service brothers havé attended team meetings of churchwardens and PCC's. . The Guild
is also well represented in committees of the Coventry Council of Churches, and we shall,
do cur utmost to ensure that the voice of the Guild is heard in all the deliberations.

CHRIST THE KING AND HOLY GRAIL, BIRMINGHAM

In September, the Chapter met at S Judes in the City centre, for the last time, owing
to demolition, The evening was devoted to a requiem for the late Fr Parslow, a former
chaplain of Christ the King, for many years. A good attendance made welcome our
Group Councillor Bro Newman Knight; His first visit for some time! )

The chapter held its Annual Festival on a Saturday, for the first time for a number
of fvcars, on 10th October at S Alban the Martyr, Balsall Heath. . A goodly attendance
u;lc comed Fr Arthur Whitchead, Warden, who gave an excellent address, apprecidted -by
all present. : -

We were pleased to renew aquaintances with Father Childs, our former Chaplain
-who travelled “home” for the day. Fr Glover, S Georges, Redditch and Fr Lourns,
S Barnabas, Ladypool Road and servers from Redditch, Studley, Kennilworth, Leamington,
Headless Cross, Kidderminster and Shrewsbury. A visit to a Pantomime has been organised
for January besides our normal monthly meeting ;- this will give a chance for wives and
childten to meet one another, at a social event. IR

'S LAURENCE THE DEACON, READING ‘

The chapter visited the minster Church of S Lautence in July and invited the members
of the Guild?ord Branch of Vergers, to join them in the singing of the office.

The Guildford party, with their Chairman and branch secretary, were welcomed by
the chaplain, the Revd W Edgar (vicar of the minster church of S Mary, Reading). Before
the service-however they were conducted round S Laurence by the vicar and Rural Dean,
the Revd W Coope. .

The evening ended with refreshments in the Church Hall. ‘

The weather was kind for the outing to Beaulieu in July. They visited the Palace
House the dncestral home 6f Lord Montague of Beaulieu, also the Abbey and Church
not forgetiing the famous Montague Motor Museum. ) Co

The day ended with a stop at Winchester Cathedral, where many of the servers
attended Evensong before departing for home. oL . )

On a lovely summér evening in August the chapter paid their annual visit to a little
Oxfordshire vi]f;ge of Stoke Row where they sang their office. The vicar of Stoke Row,
the Revd C Isherwood (a priest associate of the chapter) gave us a wonderful address.
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The chaptet held their office at § Matthew, Southcote in October. The vicar, Father
W Edgar {chaplain) sang the office, and the address wes given by Father A Hopwood,
priest on the staff of § James Roman Catholic Church, Reading, Afterwards in the hall
a warm welcome was given to him by a large number of servers and their ladies.

Many servers from Reading went to the Canterbury Cathedral pilgrimage in October
in honour of § Thomas of Canterbury. .

S MARTIN OF TOURS, MAIDSTONE

On the 29th July 1920 the Chapter was formed and on the 29th July 1970 priests,
brothers and friends, totalling nearly 8o, gathered at the beautiful vitlage church at Ulcombe
for a high mass to celebrate the Golden Jubilee.

It was a most impressive service and was a high-light in the history of the Chapter.
Fr Folkard, vicar of the parish and Chapter Chaplain, was celebrant, with Frs Westwell
and Phillips as deacon and sub-deacon. The mass, to Datke in F, was in thanksgiving
for the Blessed Sacrament. The choit of the church sang magnificently and rendered
Mozart’s Motet “Ave Verbum Corpus”. The preacher was Canon C C G Tufton, viecar
of Maidstone and Rural Dean of Sutton, who emphasised the pitfalls into which not only
servers, but priests, choirs and congregations can fall and interspersed his points with
some amusing anecdotes. A collection was taken for the COF.

After the service there was a gathering in the Hall for refreshments. The Chapter
Secretary, Bro L W Rogers, welcomed everybody, particularly brothers from other Chapters
and the Secretary-General, Bro Edden. The Provincial Group Councillor, Bro Stimson,
on holiday, sent his good wishes.

S MARTIN OF TOURS, ASHFORD, MIDDLESEX

As the coming year of 1971 opens, the Chapter will be entering its third year, a young
chapter with young membets. OtP the 37 members on the Roll, hoth brother and proba-
tioners, 2z are teenagers and this presents a problem when arranging the monthly meetings
of the chapter. Homework has to be the fitst consideration for those who are scholars,
and then on Saturdays they have “spending-money” jobs from which it is difficult to get
leave-of-absence, so that the only night in the week when they can attend Chapter meetings
is a Friday evening, With this in mind the programme fot 1971 is to be based on a second-
Friday-in-the-month plan when, it is hoped, that the majority of the young ones will be
able to be present.

We are grateful to the clergy in our chapter area who make us welcome to their churches
for our meetings and for their support in all that we do, We are also specially grateful to
the ladies of the various churches for providing the refreshments that close the meeting,
for this social aspect is an important part of the chapter activities. It is pleasing to see
friendships formed between the servers of different churches that lead on to a shating of
common interests outside the chapter.

The servers of 5 Matthew, Ashford have an annual outing and this year welcomed
servers from two other churches in the Chapter when they visited the Isle of Wight.
In 1971 they will again be visiting the island, and in addition have plans for a Ladies
Evening later in the year when wives, parents and girl-friends will be welcome.

We have enjoyed visiting neighbouring chapters both as guests and for joint meetings,
and always welcome visitors. A phone call to the Chaptet Secretary at Ashford sq620
will give you the date of a forthcoming Chapter Meeting if you are in our area,

S OSMUND AND SWITHUN, BOURNEMOUTH

On Sunday, the 26th of July, a coach full of Chapter members and their friends left
Bournemouth for the fifth Chapter Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham.
On its way to Walsingham the coach stopped at Watford where the pilgrims had lunchand
were joined by theit leader, Father Phillips, who was formerly Chaplain of the Chapter.

After arrival at Walsingham after supper the first visit to the shrine. Low mass was
celebrated at 8.30 pm in the All Souls Chapel by Father Phillips.

On Monday, the pilgrims led by Father Phillips visited every altar of the sanctuary.
There are 15 chapels, each dedicated to a mystery of the Rosary.

On Tuesday, Father Phillips had to leave because of the dcatﬁ of his mother-in-law;
Father A Cumming now became the leader of the Pilgrimage. A visit to Norwich took
place; Several were in the Cathedral at 12 o’clock and they said the Angelus together.

On Wednesday, the pilgrims visited Peterborough. We were taken on a conducted
tour of the Cathedral by Canon Carewright.
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On Thursday the weather was fine for the trip to Great Yarmouth and the seaside.
Afier supper two young ladies of our party, Miss ] Swinnerton and Miss ] Clark gave a
concere in the Oll Refectory. About Go people attended and afterwards a barbecue was
enjoyed by everyone. The barbecue was arranged by Brother F Blackman and his wife.
The sum of five pounds fourteen shillings was colledted from these two events and given
to the Walsingham Children’s Home. R . ' :

On Friday the Office was sung at the high altar and befote the Office one of the

pilgritns was made a full member ‘of the Guild by Father 8 ] Fortrest, who is a Priest
Associate. - .
) After lunch we visited the Roman Catholic Slipper Chapel. . We were met by Father
Connelly the administrator, who, after explaining the history of the Chapel led us in the
Litany of Our Lady. Afterwards some of the pilgrims decided to walk back to Walsingham
reciting the Rosary on the way.* ‘ ‘ . .

In the evening most of the pilgrims visited the Russian Orthodox Church. We were
welcomed by Father Matk who sfpokc of the friendship which had grown between the
Beurnemouth pilgrims and himselt. On the way back we made a station at the Methodist
Chapel where we sang a hymn, 2 prayer for unity and the Lord’s Prayer were said.

On Saturday the company all took patt in Stations of The Cross in the garden of the
Shrine Church, At 12 noon Mass was sung at the high altar and after lunch the pilgrims
were sprinkled at the Holy Well and proceeded 1o the Holy House for our Intercessions.

At 8,15 pm the Administrator gave an address to a large congregation which inchuded
out own party. The address was followed by our two young ladies singing. The Procession
in honour of Our Lady then took place. The setvers in our patty acted as thurifer, acoylytes,
crucl:{ifcf and bearers of the Image of Our Lady. After the Processicn, Solemn Benediction
took place. . .

n Sunday the 2nd of August we all attended the mass at the Parish church of § Mary,
our leader Father Cumming preached and Father S ] Forrest was celcbrant. After lunch
came our last visit to the Holy House and the Shrine of Qur Lady, = |

In August we visited 8 Luke, Winton. After the Office we went to the Church Hall
for refreshments and photographs were displayed of our visits to Walsingham and other

laces. T '
P In Scptember we visited 5 Michael and All Angels, Verwood. Father Jones, the
parish priest welcomed us and after the Office we retired to the Monmouth Ash Inn for
an excellent chicken supper followed by a game of skittles. . .

The Autumn Festival was § Francis of Assisi, Charminster. High mass was celebrated
at 8 pm by Father V Thomas, the vicar. Father Thomas was assisted by Father Barnard,
our Chaplain, and by Father Corbin, our assistant Chaplain. Father Anthony, OSP, gave
the address. A total of about 120 people made their communion at the mass. Servers
came from as far away as Winchester to attend. After mass, refreshments were served in
the hall. ot

S WERBURGH, STOCKPORT

The Chapter met in § Thomas, Stockpott, in May, when an Ascensiontide procession
took place after the solemn singing of the Office. ’

Twelve members and friends went to Southpott by minibus on the morning of 6th
June. They were joined by members from the Liverpool and Wirral Chapters for the
Office which was sung at 8§ Luke, Southport. The officiant was the Revd ] O Knowles,
a former vicar of 8 Alban, Stockport, who now lives in retirement in Southport. An
address was given by the vicar of 3 Luke, the Rev W 8 G Phillips, and the service ended
with Benediction, S Werburgh provided the altar party and the other chapters provided
the cantors and organist. Bro Councillor E Hall was present and proposed a vote of thanks
to Fr Phillips (who had welcomed the party at tea) on behalf of all who attended.

S James, Gatley, was visited in mid-July for the first time for 19 years, and we were
made most welcome by the new vicar, the Rev ] F Serjeant. After the Office had been
supg in choit, he gave a really excellent address on the sacrament of penance, stressing the

. catholicity of the Book of Common Prayer in this matter as in so many others.

A minibus was again used for taking a dozen members and friends to the North West
Chapters Festival at S James, Barrow, on sth September. On the following Wednesday
about 20 members and others attended a requiem for departed members, which the chaplain,
the Rev R § Lunt, celebrated in S Peter, Stockport.
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FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S DESK

Owing to publication date difficuities these notes are penned a week
BEFORE the Autumn Festival at Canterbury, so I can only hope and pray
that the 300 servers and another joo0 friends who are promising attendance
do arrive satisfactorily and enjoy what should be an historic occasion,
The work put into the event by the Warden and his executive committee
with that of Clir F C Palmer and the members of Provincial Group 2 com-
mittee have been enormous and most praiseworthy. That there will be
grumbles is certain in such a body as the GSS, hut it was not the fault of any
of the above that the service took place at the time it did—such hours are
the prerogative of the Cathedral Chapter and we of the GSS, though only
some nine thousand men are but small fry in the thousands that
fill the Cathedral during the year. So let us say a great thank you to
all, Cathedral Chapter, cleric and lay alike, to our own committees and
members and record the event with pleasure now and forget the moans|

Two lots of personal congratulations—-first to our Editor who upon retitement
from Local Government is training for the Sacred Ministry—your prayers please, for
Wilfred Varney.

Then in a2 much lighter note for the Secretary of the Chapter of the Ascension, Essex,
who in his leisure time has been elected Chairman of the Schools Amateur Boxing Associa-
tion—known locally I understand as the ‘Sock-em Server’! Good luck Leslie Inman.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO CHAPTER OFFICERS. Please draw the attention of
your members to my circular No 1/70 referring to the new rates for annual subscriptions
as from 1st January, 1971. Namely:—

TWENTY PENCE (Decimal) or four shillings sterling.

Elsewhere I give details for the forthcoming elections in respect of the Representative
Councillors for the Groups:— London Groups No 1 and 5. Provincial Groups Nos 3,
4, 7, 11, 12 and zo0. The sitting councillors, if willing, are elegible for re-election.

Finally may we offer our prayers for our Warden, Fr Whitehead, who upon medical
advice is leaving the very busy and crowded S Mary Magdalene, Munster Square, for the
quieter and more remote All Hallows, Gospel Ozk, (near Hampstead Heath) though he
retains the Rural Deanery.

A merry, happy and holy Christmass to you all.

RicHArRD A. W. Epbpen,
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Where to choose . . .

SERVERS’ MANUALS
DEVOTIONAL BOOKS & CARDS
BIBLES & PRAYER BOOKS

also available
CASSOCKS & SURPLICES
ALBS & COTTAS

ALL SACRISTY SUPPLIES
& CHURCH FURNISHINGS

Religious gramophone records available from Mowbrays
London shop—send for lists stating your interests.

‘Mowbrays

LONDON 28 Margaret St., Oxford Circus, WIN 7LB
Tel, 01-580 2812

OXFORD 35 Pembroke Street Tel, Oxford 42486
CAMBRIDGE 14 King's Parade Tel. 022-358452
BIRMINGHAM The Bull Ring Tel. 021.643 2617

LUFFS — PRINTEBRS — SLOUGH




