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EDITORIAL

CHRISTIAN UNITY

Through all th’expectant eatth,
From east to west abroad,
To us and all men is revealed

The saving power of God. -

So runs a metrical version of the communion verse for Christ Mass Day.
Christ Mass, as we know it today, figured very little in the teaching of the
Apostles being overshadowed with the Good News of the Resurrection
but from the third century onwards the Church has rightly stressed this
great festival and in these latter days the world at large despite its street
decorations and spending sprees perhaps also has a glimmer of the message
of the Incarnation, and one finds the Manger Scene in unexpected places and
fervent rendering of ‘Holy Night’ and ‘O Come all ye faithful’. ‘

The message of the saving power of God —and in this issue articles
try to pose this theme of Mission in its context of Christian Unity. The
disunity of Christians has sadly been in the forefront of our thoughts in'the
year just ending. With the coming Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
may we all pray that God will show us the way and lead us to true unity
so that all may be able to kneel at the Christ Mass and adore the Infant
Christ. '

Come, all ye nations, praise the Lord,

For on this joyful day

A glorious light desce.nds‘to earth,

Give thanks to God alway. ‘

A joyful Christmass and happy New Year to all our readers.
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PRAYING ABOUT CHRISTIAN REUNION IN A
WORLD-WIDE SETTING

by the Revd Jon~ H BREWER

This article is written to present some unresolved thoughts and ques-
tions suitable as a basis for prayer and reflection upon the subject of Christian
Unity.

t%(/hcn an English Anglican is working for the Church outside Europe
especially in the so-called “New Countries™ of Asia and Africa, he is bound
to notice very quickly a completely different attitude to denominational
differences than he finds at home here in Europe. This fact has been
noticed by me both in India — especially in South India just before the
Union — and in West Africa; not that these areas comptise “New Countries”
really but they are nevertheless new to Christianity, except in certain parts
of South India, where the ancient Christian Church has nevertheless been
defective in a spirit of Mission.

The point is that the Christians of these areas have become Members of the Church in
comparattvely modern times: since the split between the Western and Eastern Christians
in the eleventh centuary; since the break up of the unity of the Western Church during
the period of Reform in the sixteenth centuary; even since the splitting off of the Methodists
from the Church of England in more modern times. j

As these newer Christians have leatned their faith in this denominational and sectarian
atmosphere, it might be thou%]ht that they would be much more fixed in theit various parti-
cular traditions than are the Christians of Europe, where the history of Christianity extends
back to a time before these differences first appeared. However this is rately the case now
and it hardly ever has been so to the extent it is in Europe. Certainly, up to twenty or so
yeats ago there was some tension between the Roman Catholics on one hand and the
non-Papists on the other; but even these tensions were rather more to be found between
the European Church leaders than among the rank and file of local Chtistians, This tension
has now largely disappeared, due in part to the fact that more and mote of the Church-
leaders in these areas are now local men and also to the fact that the better feeling experien-
c(f:fd today in Europe between the Christians of different traditions is having a world-wide
effect.

Indeed, it is rathetr more true to say that the majority of ordinary Churchmen in the
“New Churches” look on these old squabbles as being something olf:ythe bad, European
past of the Church, having nothing to do with new and upto-date Christians. They truely
believe that the soonet these squabbles are seen in their right proportion and resolved the
better. Some of the people there often begin to think that, if these squabbles cannot be
resolved, they ate best forgotten so that Unity can come as if the differences had never
existed. in the past and do not cxist now.

Of course, this cannot be the feelings of all Christians in the areas concerned; there are
the Strict Baptists and people like them, to whom ecumenism is itrelevant; There are the
new, somewhat American, sects of a Revivalist type, whose theology, such as it exists, is
somewhat unstable so that other Christians of the areas are icncrall wary of them, however
powerful they may be; there are such groups as the Seventh Day Adventists and Jehovah’s
Witnesses, whose followers are certainly religious but who can hardly be called Christians
in the genera.ly accepted sense of the word, and so the members of the Church realize it
would. be impossible to unite with them.

DESIRE FOR UNITY
But generally there is a very strong desire for unity among Christians of the more
traditionalist denominations, who sometimes cannot undetstand how the breaks in the
unity of the Church came about, as they see no difference of fundamental belief in Christ
as Saviour and God; indeed they often wish to behave as if there was no disunity, for
they do see belief in Christ as Saviour and Ged to be fundamental to Christianity and give
a very secondary place to the doctrines that divide; Pre-destination, Justification by Faith

alone, sacramentalism and Episcopacy, Papal Infalability,
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This presents us with the first question we must ask ourselves, recalling that many
years have passed since the breaks in the Church came about and many of the doctrines
that divide ate not held with the same vigour as they originally were: “Are the reasons
for our divisions still valid in the present situation; even if the causes of division were
really fundamental to begin with, are these diffetences still existing in such 2 way as'to make
a continuation of disunion really proper.

PULL TOWARDS UNITY

Perhaps even a greater pull towards Unity in these new areas is caused by the fact
that those Christians are living among such non-Churchgoers, who are actively following
the life and practice of other religions. These Christians are therefore fully aware of the
truth expressed in the Easter Vigil liturgy, that it is life in the light of the Risen Christ,
which divides Christians from the rest of the citizens of the world. Christians are therefore
very much mote‘one with each other than they are with those outside the dispensation
of Christianity.

The point is that such Christians utgently want to show to those outside the Church
this common allegience to God in Christ and they know that this can only be done within
the common worship of the Church — for they see the allegience in worship given by
their non-Christian neighbours to their several dieties.

If only for psychological reasons — and there are many more — they want to pecform
this worship in as large numbers as possible, they want to show an united front. To do
this they must répair not only the ghastly fractures we Europeans have made in the Church
through out intolerance of each others’ opinions (all of which are more valid, as opinions,
than any of us dare acknowledge) but also the pathetic splitting up of their own Church
life totally, even domestically, caused by the pride in numbers of European Missionaries
as they scrambled for souis in such a way that, in a small village of some twenty or thirty
families will not only be found the “temples’” of their original religions but also two or
three pathetic little Churchbuildings belonging to as many different Christian traditions,
all of which have saught converts in this small place.

Tt is true, in some parts of the world, there have been “gentlemen’s agreements™ between
some different Christian groups that one atca shall be the sphere of influence of such a
denomination and another area of another denomination. This is one of those ideas,
which seems so good in theory but tarely work out in practice, for, surely. not every
Christian Tradition will join in the scheme, so that it is unlikely that there will in fact be
only one Christian denomination in any atea, and in any case, these days people just do
not stay put in their own area and, should anyone move to the area of another denomina-
tion, they expect to be welcomed as a “full member”, as they were at home, only all too
often to find that they may not be so welcomed, even although they know that the true
witness to the world by a Christian is to be found by joining in Public Worship, in Public
Sacramental Worship.

) SCANDAL

Nevertheless, with all this in mind, we Europeaas do well to temember that it is not
sectarianism that causes scandal to the Church — every religion tends to be sectional,
it is expected. No! it is excommunication for denominational (and not moral) reasons,
which causes the scandal — that a full member of one Christian group should not be
accorded full membership of another Christian Group. But excommunication rarely exists
in such other religions, which I have studied, however sectarian they may be. Such form
of excommunication may be thought right by many Christians,, but it is rarely understood
by the “New Christians™ and it is certainly a great blemish on the Church in the minds of
non-Christians.

Here is therefore another question for us European Christians to ask ourselves,
realizing that the greater number of our pecple at home are non-Churchgoers are, like the
heathen, non-Churchgoers and it is the Church, which is imporrant, for it is the ‘Body of
Christ’, “Do we divige the peoples of the world into Christians and non-Christians or are
we still so behind to reality as to consider the important division is between Catholic
and non-Catholic, Anglican and non-Anglican, despising our Christian brothers, who
differ from us and forgetting the power that the non-Christian, the non-Churchman,
may have, even when he is in our midst?

The above remarks must not be allowed to give the impression that these “New
Christians™ believe they have the right ideas about Christian Reunion, indeed the present
history of ecumenical effort in the areas of the world concerned shows that these ideas
do not in the end receive final support even there. The fact of human conscience must be
taken into account and, for good or il}, a very large number of “New Christians” have
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accepted in conscience far more of the doctrines of their European denominational teachers
than they often realize, The result of this is that their burning desire for Union and the
Schemes, which are drawn up with. so much hope and prayer, are so often delayed and
frustrated when theological issues, which touch the conscience at last come to the fore —as
they must do sooner or later, however much it may be desited to shelve them earlier in

the negotiations,
DELAY

Due to the slowness of theologians, of Christians generally, European or otherwise,
there is delay in facing up to this issue and to answer the question, “what is the basic belicf
in Christ as Saviour and God, which a man must hold so that he can truely be called a
Christian, rightly be considered a “Full Member” by everyone in the Church?”

Secondly, while most of the Christians of the non-Papal traditions are governed
locally so that they may act mote-or-less independently and therefore with a certain amount
of quickness, the Roman Catholic Church, in spite of little changes in this matter and of a
continual increase in a local Ministry, is nevertheless governed from the centre — a situation,
which is most likel{l to continue. This means that the making of local and quick decisions
by the Roman Catholic Church is often very difficult — even if both this power at the
centre and the slowness of action may sometimes lead to wiser decisions in the long run.

Fortunately, it does not seem any longer to be the fashion among non-Roman Catholic
Christians to wish to form a powerful, anti-Papal “Protestant Block” opposition to the
Church of Rome. This was the case some years ago and there is little reason to suppose
that the plan was encouraged so as to draw the Papal Church towards Schemes of Reunion,
whether local ot not, just because of the very numbers in such a ‘Protestant Block’. Similarly
we can no longer be persuaded that Schemes of Union, arranged among Protestants and
based upon teaching which must prolong the disunion of the Church Universal, will any
longer be expected to be successful. These days, almost all non-Papal Christians accept the
fact that complete union cannot be unless it includes the Roman Church, and therefore it is
essential that all Union Schemes must be based upon a theology, which is honest and
acceptable to all.

Yet we must notice that all this is most surely desited in those areas where Christians,
seeing the committed heathen all around them, realize fully the true state of the Christian
Church today in its relationship with the world. This is certainly less obvious in Europe,
we 5o easily fall into the trap of thinking that non-Churchgoers here would “Make a de-
cision for Christ” (something we would never expect of the actively non-Christian) if the
making of such a choice for or against them were forced upon them; But would they?
The more I see of the peoples of Europe, the more I believe that a very large number indeed
would give their décision against Christ. We therefore do well to look on the Church here
23 being in just the same position, with regard to outsiders, as do the Christians of Africa

and Asia,
- THE UNITY WE WANT
Here, then, is the last question we must ask ourselves, realizing that our situation
today is: vety similar to that of our brothers in the “New Churches”] “Do we really want
Christian Reunion in England; are we convinced that it is Christs will that His Church
should be one now ot as soon a8 possibly can be; are we willing to seek out a theology
based only on the fundamental truths of Christianity. which might make this Union
possible because this theology ought to satisfy the consciences of the Christians of all
traditions as being lawful and honest before God, removing as far as possible inter-
denominational excommunication ?”
Which do we want, chaos or Christianity ?
What do we want of Christianity, Uniformity or Unity ?
Perhaps the situation in the “Newer Churches” can help us find out — it is greatly
hoped that it can!

GROWING TOGETHER IN CHRIST

by Dom Crmxm MARTIN, 0SB

The Abbot of Nashdom as chairman opened the 1969 Cenacle Conference
of five denominations. He called us to go forward together to seek a new
life, repenting of our old sins against the unity God wills for His Church,
He confessed instances of how he and the Anglican church had failed to
love separated brethren. The blood of the English martyrs and the bitter
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pains of Ireland are on the heads of Anglican ecumenists. We cannot heal
the wounds of schism till we know our guilt and renew our love.

METHODIST

The Revd A Howard Ford reviewed the history of his Methodist
Society, showing how Anglicans had been drawn to meet a need in the
revolutionary days of the Industrial Revolution and had been drawn out
of communion with the established church. So many splits had followed
as group after group went out to meet the need of the unchurched. So
many splits had been repaired that Methodists had valuable experience of
union.

A good point about Methodism, Mt Ford feels, is that it is a connexional church,

not congregational. Tts ministers are stationed briefly in a district but not dependent
on one congregation. In the holy People of God all are brothers. *““There are no orders™
(I think in the sense of a hierarchy of mounting prestige), “no bishops: President of con-
ference, local superintendents are all colleagues.”
" Methodists have a social conscience and none can better sustain welfare work in the
most depressed areas. World Mecthodism (like the Baptists) can claim to be amongst the
largest Protestant denominations, having some members in Europe and many in America
with large missions in Africa and the Far East.

Experiments in worship include dialogue services, group discussion, Anglican Morning
Prayer and Parish Communion. Equal importance is attached to the sacrament of the Body
and the sacrament of the Word.

Four groups met in various parts of the delightful Convent of the Cenacle sisters,
a furlong from Nashdom. Groups elected their own chairman and pursued their own
lines and did not report. When asked after the fifth talk if they would like to use their
discussion time differently, a large majority preferred to stay together and continue the
lively debate with Fr Crawford. Perhaps if definite questions had been put to groups,
they might have felt the advantage of intimacy in which all can contribute.

CONGREGATIONAL

The Revd G ] Tate showed a very open Congregationalist mind. He challenged the
Anglicans, “How far arc you prepared to go? I would have unity today if I could go on
in my way and you in yours. Let cach use the devotions he finds helpful” , " “What 1s the
relation between authority and freedom?” He outlined Congregationalism. Christ alone
is head. Christians learn the mind of Christ by meditating on Sctipture, Creeds and litur,
are used but not imposed. The local church calls a minister — who may refuse. The
congregation decides what is to be its work and worship and all authority detives from the
local church, Some conventional organisation has grown up. The Moderator represents
the whole church and by laying on of hands (with local and district representatives)
commissions as ministers those who have shown themselves to have been inwardly calted
by the Spirit, The Moderator is a father in God whose counsel is valued when judged to be
God’s word. The Eucharist is not a mere memorial because it is communion with the living
Lord. Christ dwells in us for we are identified with him as the clements of bread and wine
are identified with our bodies.

There have always been three forms of church organisation in the Church: episcopacy,
presbyterianism (which includes Methodists) and independency (Baptists and Congrega-
tionalists). We must not lose divetsity in uniformity. But we must go on to work together.
Two questions atise for Mr Tate. }

1. What are the minimum requirements for a Christian member? A Congregationalist
has to make a statement of belief. Is it sufficient to acknowledge Jesus as Saviour and
Lord? To covenant with us ‘o share by offering here and in the wotld church?

z. In what fields (eg oversea mission, youth work policy) has the wider church authority ?
and where the local church?

ANGLICAN
Dom Cyprian referred to the Lambeth Conference as showing the world wide nature
of the Anglican communion and the via media between curial dictatorship and local freedom
The Church of England, from which the whole body of Provinces derived, claimed to
connect us now with our roots in the New Testament and. the Apostolic church by
the continuity of episcopal ordination. Why did Henry VIII get rid of all the abbots but
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preserve and increase the bishops ? Because as a Catholic theologian, he was determined to
preserve the continuity of the Church, Catholic and reformed, The same people worshipped
in the same vernacular services in the same buildings led by the same priests after as before
Queen Elizabeth was excommunicated by the Pope in 1570 — up to which time she had
presumably been in communion with the Peope.

Referring to the comprehensiveness of the Anglican Church, Catholic and reformed,
Dom Cyprian appealed for evangelical catholicism (cf “The Anglican Synthesis” cd.
Browning) which should include “what is true, positive and valuable in Roman catholicism
and what is true, positive and valuable in Protestantism and other elements of truth which
both have almost forgotten and are kept alive in the Orthodox Church’..

(Owen Chadwick “From Uniformity to Unity”) .

Ezpounding the Lambeth Quadrilateral as interpreted in the Report of Lambeth
1968, Dom Cyprian quoted a message from the Anglican Executive Officer saying that the
traditional base was widened and “procedure towards Union . . .must be through a process
of renewal and Aggiornamente.” The revelation in Scripture, “The faith once delivered
to the saints” (worked out in the teaching of Fathers and Councils”, the two sacraments
of baptism {(in which we are united) and communion (in which to date we are sadly divided),
and the ministry of the church are our gifts of God to us through His Church. Each gift is
a call from God to work together to understand and interpret and move forward to a
renewed church life. We share our experience with the experience of God’s grace in other
forms of ministry traditions that God may give the fulness of ministry in ways we cannot
imagine.

Dom Cyprian concluded with Bishof Wand’s summing up of the cthos of Anglicanism
as “moralism, daily worship, sacramentalism, the Bible, learning, restraint, comprehensive-
ness .. .. its influence may still prove of paramount importance for the future of the Church
and the welfare of the wotld.” (The Anglican Communion p 336).

Father C Crawford preached a powerful thesis on Sunday morming on Renewal,
Theological, Spiritual and Practical. He insisted that Christian lifc and thought and prayer
is shaped by the relations of Father, Son and Spirit in the Trinity. We should participate
in the movement of the Son towards the Father, There is one priest or mediator, Jesus Christ,
and in him the church is a priestly people. It is also a pilgrim family moving by constant
reformation to a future yet unknown. All sactaments are family concerns and rites and
ceremonies should reftect this involvement of the whole Christ. Local congregations
of different obediences need to work together for the good of man e g tackling poverty.
Ali men, created in the Logos, are open to the grace of God. The Christian knows whence
he comes and whither he goes and the source of his strength for becoming truely himself.
‘The Christ is in the world to make men truly human, We shall find unity as we encourage
human values. “Ye are the salt of the earth.”

BAPTIST

To Revd ] G Perry (Baptist) fell the task of speaking last. This largest Free Church,
with many of its 23 million members now suffering persecution in Russia, claims to be true
to the New Testament in practising Believer’s (not Adult) Baptism and in its conception
of the Church as those who *covenant to walk in all God’s ways as He shall make known”,
a community gathered by God. Its structure evolves from below and is finding forms of
oversight. Though ministers normally administer baptism and communion, the lai
are competent to perform all rites. The pulpit and sacrament of the word are central.
The baptistry (often sunk) is at the entrance where the congregation may see the symbolic
death and resurrection of the man who having found Christ witnesses to his faith before
the Church. While rejecting a magical view of sacraments as outward signs automatically
effecting a spiritual change, Mr Perry felt Baptists could advance on the line that at Baptism
a man enters the church’s experience of the mighty act of God. We might study together
the complex of water baptism, hand-laying, gitt of Spirit, preaching, instruction an§ faith
which occurs in different orders in Acts at Caesarea, Ephesus, Samaria and Phillippi.

Sister Slin provided two Bible services in which several members of the conference
led and all joined, The chairman added brief commentaries to the readings in the closing
service. One at least went home refreshed. It was all very friendly. Some questions stick in
the mind. What is evangelical catholicism? Starting point for an answer: the chutch is the
gospel; concern for individuals; experience of the Holy Spirit. What is the relation between
authority and freedom? Authority is a form of service. Bishops are pastors through whom
we hear God speak but conscience may reject the message in its all too human form,
What is the unity we seek? Not uniformity. God will show as we go forward in mutual
respect and understanding to draw closer 1n joint work and social intercourse as well as

8
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negotiations. ““I'c achieve unity we must follow the Saviour all the way to Golgotha,
and there nail on the Cross all out petsonal prefetences, individual habits, group prejudices,
petty jealousies and deeply entrenched interests . . . we must die with Him and rise again.”
(Prof Lew at Lausanne 1927).

Roger Lloyd ends his study of the last twenty years of the history of the Church of
England” . . . the story of othernesses struggling to be fused into togetherness. . . .the
Anglican struggle fits into and complements the struggle of the world . . .to find unity and
to escape division’. Christ reconciles the world to God and as we come in Him to our
common Father we find our brothers,

TOWARDS UNITY—AT BREDA

by Guy WickenDpEN

Writing in the winter 1968 issue, Edmund gave a note on the IEF — the
International” Ecumenical Fellowship — and their 1968 Conference held
at Gwatt, Switzerland (which I attended) as one of the “Things” he had
seen o heard. . ‘ )

I attended the 1969 International Conference, this timie at Breda in
Holland and 1 feel that there will be many readers of the “Server” who
would be glad to know of the efforts being made by this purposely unofficial
body of Christian layfolk, priests, ministers and theologians who (I quote
from the Objects of IEF) “by prayer, study and action seek to serve the
movement towards visible unity of the Church according to the éxpressed
will of Christ and by the means He wills”. '

It may sometimes be questioned “How can the Holy Spirit back two horses ?”” or so
it appears. How can the Holy Spitit seem to tell both the Methodist and the Anglican,
for instance, that each is right in his presentation of the Christian message? Surely it is
because each has some clement or elements of the truth but neither has ALL the truth,
This I think is the dilemma that faces the various and varying branches of the Church
today. Each denomination has some of the truth but none has all the truth. And I see the
thirsting after Christian unity as a search for the whole truth.

But how can the whole truth be found. I can only see such an achievement starting
to comeabout by individuals first — lay, clerical and theological individuals — then groups,
then denominations, not in a narrow national sector but on a broad international basis
getting together, talking together, praying and worshipping together. In this way under-
standing starts, first mutual understanding, but then in a wider and ever wider dimension ..
like lt]hc ripples from pebble after pebble cast into a pond acting and re-acting upon one
another,

We must not feel however that Christian unity is an end in itself. But it is only when
unity among Christians has been attained that Christians can reafly get down to their true
mission and that is the evangelisation of the world . . . and who knows? perhaps of other
planets too. And in the bringing to others the redeeming light of Christ we may — inci-
dentally — save our own souls.

Is this too naive a picture? Does it involve cach one of us perhaps in re-thinking our
Eosition in our own particular cosy corner of the church ? Does it perhaps mean that we may

ave to consider parting with some of our own particular type of symbolism for the common
good ? Shall we perhaps have to stop associating osr God with Bach fuges and slender Gothic
spites so that our African brother can understand more clearly that Christ is not just a
Western type saviour? Does it mean perhaps that before we preach Christ crucified to, say
the Chinese, we must eat, sleep and speak Chinese and only then to introduce him to the
Saviour of the World. Yes, the Saviour of the Whole World. , .the Saviour of the Russjan,
the Chinaman, the Vietnamese, the black American, the Egyptian, the Isracli every bit
as much a8 owr Saviour . So He can’f be 2 Western Christ . . in any case he was botn in the
Middle East so he wasn’t white — nor black for that matter.

In talking to the Greeks, Paul of Tarsus described Christ as the “unknown God”
— this was imagery the Greeks of the time understood. He had taken the trouble to find
out what imagery they monld understand and he was willing, too, to think of his God in
those same terms. Surely we must learn from this example, Does it not teach us that we
should proceed by way of understanding? But to achieve understanding, we must meet
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our neighbour. We must talk to him and find out about him and we must equally present
ourselves to him in such a manner that he finds out about us, so that a fine link of confidence
is forged through which the Holy Spirit — the God which Christ left with us upon his
ascension — can pass.,

This is the message which I bring back from the Conference at Breda of the Inter-
national Ecumenical Fellowship which ended on the 2nd August. A conference whose
theme was “the presence of God in the People of God”. A conference to which the
Secretariat for Unity at Rome, the World Council of Churches and the Bishop of Fulham
and many other bodies individual and corporate sent official representatives,

For some the conference was a decp spiritual experience, for all it was an occasion of
joyous Christian togetherness, There were 150 delegates from z2 different nations and
15 different denominations living, working and praying together as a community for
seven days. In addition there were 17 children who, in spite of language differences, got
on together like one happy family,

The last decision ot the conference was that the next international conference should
be held in Spain — the place Salamanca, the dates 22nd to 29th August 1970, Will this be
_%Jafni] (;pportunity to get to know your neighbour and perhaps to find new horizons for your
attl

- ATIONS

by Farner CHARLES

. Reconciliation. “The Ministry of Reconciliation (headline of notice).
“The vicar may be seen in church after Evensong on Friday”. Those “in
the know” wete aware that the vicar was prepared to hear confessions on
Fridays, but for those destitute of this esoteric knowledge, what did such a
notice mean ? I have always believed that it is better to call a spade a spade,
rather than a horticultural implement, and I believe it is much better to
advertise the Sacrament of Penance by saying that the vicar is available
to hear confessions at such and such times. Wrapping up unpopular Catholic
practices in language that is calculated not to offend, doesn’t get us anywhere,
and only creates suspicion that there is something not quite straight. Having
got that off my chest I must admit that in my private prepatation for heating
confessions, and in my prayers afterwards I use the term ‘Ministry of Re-
conciliation”, for that is one great purpose of the sacrament that sinners
may be reconciled to God, for all sin is rebellion against Him. The term
moreover is thoroughly scriptural for St. Paul writes of “The ministry of
reconciliation” and “the word of reconciliation” as having been committed
to him (2 Cor. 5 vv 18 & 19).

There is however a greatly extended use of the word Reconciliation in the discipline
exetcised by the Church. During the earlier centuries of the Church’s history, and indeed
well into what we call the Middle Ages, “public sin” (i.c. sin that was known by the
general public of the members of the Church) was punished by means of public penance.
This took many different forms, but not infrequently included flogging or scourging
It will be remembercd that King Henry 2nd was scourged as part of his penance for the
murder of S Thomas Becket. When the punishment was over and the penitence of the
offender established, he was formally reconciled to the Church, During the later mediaveal
period penitential discipline was gradually relaxed and money payrents in the shape of
alms were accepted in lieu thcrcog. This in turn led to the development of the system of
indulgences including works of picety in place of canonical penance, This is far too large
and complicated a subject to deal with hete but it is bound up with the subject of recon-
ciliation.

During the past year we have heard much concetning a Service of Recongiliation to
inaugurate Stage 1 0? Anglican-Methodist unity. Looking closely at the form of service
proposed it is difficult to say who is being reconciled to whom. Both parties are treated
as equally in need of God’s forgivencss (and rightly so), but apart from that the respective
ministries are regarded as the same. Ate Methodist ministers to be made priests by means
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of this service? We are told on the highest authority that we are not to say that they will be
made priests, and on the other hand we are not to say they will not be made priests.’As a
prominent Methodist (Dr Harold Roberts) has said they do not want to be ordained priests,
there would seem to be no reason why the service should be held.at all. Methodism
cxgrcssly denies the existence of 2 ministerial priesthood, so that Dr Roberts is at least
behaving consistently. I am not a theologian but jt secms to me that if a man has no desire
for priesthood, ne amount of forms and laying on of episcopal hands would make a ptiest.
Necessary dispositions for the receiving of any sacrament ate faith, repentance, and (surely)
desire, In the Prayer Book baptismal offices the candidate is asked “Wilt thou be baptised
in this faith?” to which the answer is “That is my desire”, In effect, the Methodist attitude
to a similar question regarding pricsthood, would be “That is not my desire”. The whole
Scheme is nothing more than an attempt to paper over the cracks between the Cathoelic
conception of Church Ministry and Sacraments, and the Methodist ideas of Justification,
and assurance, involving different ideas of Church, Ministry and sacraments. To my mind
there can be no reconciliation between them. By all means let us work with our Methodist
brethren as far as possible without surrendering vital Catholic principles, and let us pray
together and study together, and get to know one another, for with the best will in the
world, the average Methodist does not understand what all the fuss is about, i.e why we
lay such store upon ordination and sacraments. I had not intended writing about the unity
scheme but as we are likely to have it served up again when synodical government is
inaugurated, it is well to make sure that we know the Catholic Faith and why we cannot
surrender our birthright for a mess of pottage. -

Reformation. We usually confine this term to the historical event of the 16th century
known as The Reformation. To attempt to deal with it in a short article is impossible, for
there are so many different aspects oé) a vast movement involving almost the whole of
northern Burope. That the Western Church needed teforming is admitted by all, but it
should be remembered that there was not only a Protestant Reformation embodying
Luther’s revolt, but also a Catholic Reformation contained in the decrees and canons of
the Council of Trent, It is just as true to say that the Church of Rome is a reformed
church, as it is to say that the Church of England is a reformed church. The respective
reformations, were often concerned with the same things, although in other aspects
they were not on the same lines. As far as our own part of the Church is concerned, it
would be true to say we have had three reformations. The first coincided with the Norman
Conguest when fresh life was infused into the Church of England, The 16th century re-
formation has been referred to already. Men will probably never agree about its gains and
losses. Some regard it as a disaster, others as “The glorious Reformation”, Whatever may
be our estimate, it is T think true to say that on the whole the changes were forced upon an
unwilling Church, by the State. Much of value was lost but Catholic essentials were pre-
served, Creeds, Ministry, and Sacraments, The third reformation can be seen in the Oxford
Movement or the Catholic Revival as it is sometimes called, dating from 1833. It is apparent
that there is hardly a parish in the land that has not been affected for good by the reforming
zeal of the adherents of the Revival.

At the present time we are living in a period of chaos. A friend of mine on furlough
from South Aftica said that he had never known such a state of confusion as he finds in
the Church of England to day. He thinks authority has broken down and every man does
that which he thinks to be right in his own eyes. This applies not only to ceremonial but
also to theological opinion. Heresy, he thinks is rife, to say nothing of heterodox teaching
in many quarters. Some would call this a new reformation, but, to my way of thinking, it is
best described as revolution, for in so many directions, what is being advocated, is some-
thing almost entirely new, without reference to the past, or to contemporary beliefs or
institutions. The result of the present crisis is to leave the clergy frustrated and the laity
bewildered. To all who are troubled in spirit I would say, “Watch unto prayer” and “Hold
fast”, The Church has gone through worse situations than the present, anci) not only survived
but renewed in strength, for it is the divine society, and “The gates of hell shall not prevail
against it”.
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KNOW YOUR BIBLE—(4)~~Book of Isaiah—
(a). THE POLITICAL SCENE |
by THE REVD W H BARNARD

The Book of IS ALAH is in some ways the most popular of all prophetic
writings, with many passages pointing mote clearly than any others to
events recorded in the Christian Gospels. But the book is nor a4 unity but
a collection of writings. :

Chapters 40 to 55 are the work of an unknown prophet in the days of
the exile in Babylon (6th cent BC); Chaplers 56 to 66 are by another unknown
author who lived in Judah soon after the return from exile just before
Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem to begin rebuilding the Jewish temple and

City. ‘ L

" Our concern sow is with the firsz thirty nine chapters which alone are
the work of Isaiab the great statemen-prophet of the southern kingdom of
Judah, who worked and witnessed in the latter half of the 82/ cent BC.
He was married with ar least two sons, whose names had special meanings
(chp 7, v 3 and chap 8 v 1). His call to prophesy came “in the year King
- Uzziah died”, about 740 BC, so he would have known Amos and Hosea.

ISATAH, however, lived in more exalted circles. He had immediate access to the king
and his advice was gought by leading politicians of the day, confronted as they were with
great crises such as we arc familiar with; small states threatened by a great and agressive
power. Even when not invaded, Judah was continually subjected to foreign pressure.
An Istael-Syrian coalition tried to make Judah abandon her ‘neutrality’ and join a common
front against Assyria, the threatening, powerful agressor, whose great rival was Egypt,
now declining. There were strong influences at wotk in Judah who wanted to join the

Alternative Services
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common front’. Another strong party was pro-Egyptian, probably subsidised by the Phata-
ohs who advised the Jerusalem government to throw in its lot with Egypt. Yet a third force
foresaw the rise of a new Empire. Babylon, which would overthrow Assyria and Egypt, so
recommended close relations between Judah and Babylon (how modern this sounds!)
Isaiab resisted all these policies and throughout his career passionately insisted that Judah
disentangle herself from world politics and concentrate upon ordering her national life,
individual, social and religious in accordance with the will of God. The geographical
situation of Judah made such a policy practical for Jerusalem was a difficult place to take
by force. Further, Isaiah saw that the glory of God’s chosen tpeoplc was to be a spiritual
glory and not a political one. World domination was no part of God’s plan for the Hebrew
peoples. Their historic destiny was to be a light to lighten the nations and not a scourge
with which to beat them. The verdict of history is that Isaiah was right. Assyria and
Babylon ate now almost forgotten but the little hill people of Judah have made a name for
themselves which will always shine, A right policy however is not ‘always necessarily
popular, and although duting his lifetime Isafah’s advice on the whole prevailed, the
prophet foresaw the course of events which would involve Judah in ultimate destruction,
But though pessimistic about the political future of his people, he temained unfailingly
optimistic ofp the future of their religion. A ‘Remnant at least would continue to bear
witness to that truth for the sake of which Judah existed. In them, he prophesied, shall the
Gentiles learn to trust.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sir,

T am sorey that my poor Sermon “The Crowning of Our Lady”, proved so disturbing
to Brother Baxter. I hope, he will forgive me if I say that much of his criticism is quite
irrelevant. Of conrse Qur Lady’s compassion and undetstanding, like those of her Divine Son
go without saying, and are an integral part of her whole life, as are her parity, boliness and-
riodesty.

If we are followers of our Blessed Lord we atre duty bound “to protest against the evils
of the age we live in”, and to acf .against those evils. Surely we have, most definitely, -
“‘Something else to put in the place of these evils”, namely, the glorious Gospel of Our
Lord Jesus Christ — which, when preached without fear and favour, sheds on this poor
distracted world, the light of Christ — that alone, can banish the powers of darkness,
so rapidly debasing present-day Society.

Would Brother Baxter deny that much of our “permissive Society is sick and corrupt
and evil? The disgusting things seen and heard on Television. The debased tones of many
modern novels, the lewd, obscene plays and film, zll indicate a socicty that, like the
Gaderene swine, is rushing headlong to its own destruction, )

As Christians we must show compassion and understanding to an unlimited extent —
We must Jove the sinner and show him or her all compassion and understanding, év7 we
must hafe the sin, and we must contest evil by showing the desperate need for more purity
and holiness and modesty in all our lives,

At the present time the Church is sadly lacking in firm, fearless, leadership against evil
and wrong doing. The Revd Richard Wurmbrand in his book “In God’s Underground”
say this — “WProng must be called by name — Our Lotd called the Pharisces a generation of
vipers and for this and not the Sermon on the mount, He suffered crucifixion”.

1 agree that there is “nothing new’” about either abortion or homosexuality, both are
age old evils. There is nothing new about contraception either. There is “nothing new™
about these things, exveps that they are now accepted by Society and by many in the Church,
as a normal part of life, And there lies the great and terrible tragedy — Bishops, priests and
laity consorting with the world, the flesh and the Devil, '

The Sixth Commandment — “Thou shalt do no murder” —abortion ir murder.
No Christian would “Condemn the gir] faced with the prospect of giving birth to the father-
less and unwelcomed child.” She needs all the compassion and understanding in the world,
but her sad case does not in the least justify the murder of her unborn child.

1t is the laxity and permissiveness of present day Society that encourages the pro-
miscuous sexual conduct that Brother Baxter so rifhtly condemns.

The Church’s duty is to show compassion and understanding to all God's people,
but it is also her duty to teach, unequivocally, the need for chastity, rather than condemning
in any way the means taken to avoid the consequences of the sin of unchastity.

' Youts sincerely in Dno,
. ; DonaLp W E Nurse
Erpingham ! continued page 20
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CHANTRY BOOK

Rest eternal grant unto them
O Lotd and let light
x perpetual shine upon them

The death of any our members should be notified s0 soon as possible, giving dates
and full christian names to the Secretary General GSS who will inscribe into the Chantry
Book.

Chapters secretaries and others are asked to remove the following pages and use them
as a Chantry book; other names to be added will be published from time to time.
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CHANTRY BOOK

Of your charity pray for the souls of the faithful departed especially

these our brothers whose year’s mind falls at these times.

Anprews, Cyril M
Banton, Alfred W
BaTEMAN, Francis
BurrieLp, Eric

Covrry, William
Dancey, Reginald T
Dawson, Christopher ]
Dowizg, James

EvLiory, Reginald W
Essex, Edward H {priest)
FisuEer, Frederick H.
G1sBs, Basil H (priest)
Gises, Henry T (priest)
GREEN, Mautice

Haww, Percy W

Hewrs, Leonard A
Henveey, Allan (priest)
Hiesorr, Humphrey
Horsrorp, John O B
Hurchumson, Robert R
LAURENCE, Jetrold (priest)
Love, Frederick G H (priest)
MartiN, Albert I,

MivrEs, Thomas I

AvLing, Etnest C
BarcurLor, Richard A H
BrLr, Frederick
Borenawm, Frank B.
Brown, Jack

BuLy, Pau! (priest), sometithe Warden

GAMBLING, Sydney H

CLouGH, Percy W G (priest)
CosBiN, Harry A

Corrarp, Frederick E

Coox, William C

Corren, Harry D )
CorDNER, George ] ,
CurzoN-S1GGERS, William (priest)
DenTON, Arthur R

GaLLorT, Reginald G H
GAMBLING, Sydney H

GooDGER, Frederick G

GoocH, Cyril E

Harnis, Charles H

Harnrison, Arthur T

Hesrn, Stanley F

Barirgy, Frederick J (priest)
Bearp, Ernest (priest)
BeLcCHER, Stanley

Cnuzs, Albert J

CoCKER, John R.

CoLes, Reginald J

Dawes, A James

JANUARY =

Miozer, Ernest P

MircHuiE, Leslie

Morron, Cecil J

OvLprorp, William

PacE, Sibert ] D

Parrrrr, Albert W (priest)

Paur, William §

Prerce, Henry T

PowerL, Harry P L

RaowLAND, Leonard C

Simes, Ernest C

SivMaons, Donald

STEVENS, Joseph

TayLor, Walter

TuoMmpsoN, Ronald

VINE, Mauricccly

WaLE, Ernest G R sometime Secretary
Genetral

WaRrD, Michael N

WeLLs, Wilfred L.

WickenpeN, Harry

WirLiams, Albert

WiLson, Arthur J

WoobnLey, Sidney

PFEBRUARY

Humruries, Bdgar
James, Reginald (priest)
LATVIELLE, AifreCf
Leonarp, Geoffrey
LoveLr, Leslie G
MarTtiv, Ernest
PreE, Richard
PooLE, Arthur L (priest) sometime
Warden
Rokesy, Denys (priest)
RorHery, Ronald W
SeaLrs, William E
SHaRpE, Francis J
Suaw, Cytil Raymond
SmrtH, Thomas J
SraGNOLETTI, Bernard B
StreET, Thomas B
Tavror, Ralph
Wartson, Sidney
Wess, Reginald S L
WiNDER, Richard A

MARCH

FrrzGeRALD, Dennis G
Frercrer, Albert E
GERHOLD Spencer W (priest)
Giisy, Edward P

Haynes, Colin

Ince, Harold G

JarnEs, Arthur §



MARCH (continued)

Kxowrzs, Chatles PruMrIipGr, Walter
Marcon, Arthur HA Rosgers, Howard
NewnaTT, Edward U U (priest) Rumspy, Victor W.
Norr, Cecil F Srokes, Henry A
OsporN, Sidney & Tuke, Maurice W
PaLMER, Christopher H WiLLiams, William T
Parsons, Frederick Wn.son,j]ohn W
Pear, Douglas WyNNE, John A (priest)

APRIL
Bruce, Lionel LinsTeAD, Geotge A
Cann, Charles D Mocr, CH
Cave, Sidney Newcoumsg, Percy C
CriLp, Leonard H , Newson, Edward H
Cox, Cecil H Nunn, Walter P G
Crampion, John E Owen, John F N
Drican, Pierce (priest) Prxe, Alfted E
DownEy, Walter SaLg, William J
Granr, Sidney J (ptiest) SELLARS, Samuel
Francis, Herbert Storr, Victor George
Hawmruron, Robert L Trices, Charles R
HowLLaND, Byron WestoN, Reginald G §
JosBmv, Henry R WHEELER, Elvet W
King, Cyril H B WHERLER, Baden R
LEADER; Frank C

' MAY

Barpwin, Atthur S KerrocH, Gilbert W
Baxgr, William ] Mann, James D ]Sfﬂcst)
BenNgTT, Frank (priest) NarrER, Sidney
BerrETT; David R ParkeR, Joseph E F
BootH, Herbert A {priest) PAYNE, Alexander F
BurcHER, John H (priest) REegs, Perey B
Burvirr, Witliam R RopinsoN Peter
Byang, Maurice W Rosevearg, Edward A (priest)
CAsTLE, John A (ptiest) Scroues, Leonard
Cuengy, Norman S SuavLs, Boydell
CLARKE, Ernest P (priest) SHaARe, Joseph T J
Cox, BEdward S Smitn, Frederick EG
Dunn, William D StePHENSON, Herbert V P
Donwin, Alfred F SwarrLow Edgar
GrooM, Frederick S{sticst) TarLING, Arthur E E
Havrert, Edward A C Turner, William D
HaRrDING, Arthur ] WALKER, Bromley (priest)
HARPER, Henty G WriGHT, Cyril A
Hunr, Bdward G

JUNE
Bacon, Philip (priest) Giroman, Albert ]
Basserr, Alexander W Henprickson, Charles J
Bowman, Henry ] B (priest) Kennepy, Oliver
BrownE, H P Langham Laxg, Herbert A
CrapmMAN, Arthur B LercH, Fredetick C
CoLrNs, Ernest E Maveress, Arthur G
Cowan, John (priest) Moorg, Kenneth V (priest)
Dare, William Morris, Douglas
Doxsey, Terence NurraLL, Walter H
DurrieLp, Leslie B Tuomeson, Frederick T
FORRESTER, Ernest | WALLER, George
FrANKLIN, Robert WestoN, E Howard (priest)
Gisson, Douglas H WerroN, Frederick §
GiBsoN, Eh‘jag
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BerrivAN, William

CHADWICK, John W

CHEANEY, W Thomas,
Sometime Secretary General

DierLe, Horace B

Dunn, George M

Epmunps, Ernest G G (priest)

. EvLvins Thomas W

| GissoN, John R

HubsARD, Francis

Ince, George J (priest)

—————

<7

Bares, Eric (priest)
Brown, Walter
Carey, Douglas

" Cox, Cyril G
CrUSE, Alfred
Driver, Etnest
Dunmax, Petcival E
Evuwick, Francis G
Fizrp, ] Leonard
Frercuer, G H
Francis, Alwyn H
Harg, WiLLiam G
Hearx, Horace G
Hobcson, Frederick G
James, Geoffrey (priest)

_ JerricoE, Basil (priest)
Kenoz, Edward V

R o

Baxer, George H
BarLow, John W
Brown, Ernest A (priest)
Corron, Albert
CowLey, John W
Davey, Walter T
FeLix, James W (priest)
Fox, Darwin
GaMBRILL, William ]
GERRARD, William A
Havi-Baker, George
Heavanxs, Sydney J
Heckrorp, Lautence S
Heves, Bernard B
Horg, Alan F

Jupeces, William (priest)

JULY

Jackson, John E N (priest)
James, Albert W

LitTig, Bryan S

Moors, Charles B

Murray, Alexander (priest)
PrereiL, Edward C
SALTER, George

StaNwAy, George C

WesB, Chatles E (priest)

© West, Edward W H M

Younc, Edgar D

AUGUST
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Lowe, Charles ]

Morvey, Cyril

NaDrARNI E R (priest)
Newson, WitLiaM R
NrcHoLs, Thomas H
Payron, Samuel E
PerringeLL, Walter James
Powrer, William B (priest)
PreBBLE, Geotge
Rosinson, Henry F (priest)
SmrtH, Frederick (priest)
Seink, G Ernest

ToLsoN, James
UnperwooDp, Ernest N
Warre, William B
WINTERBOTTOM, Benjamin

SEPTEMBER

Kerry, Kenneth D
LaNGFORD, Roland K
Lynn, Clive M
ManNING, John R
NeatH, Henty T
PaTeRsoN, Walter G
PixvnocH, William
Pinnock, Richard
Reynorps, Ernest A
Sour, Leslie (priest)
Tavrsor, Edward H
TowLER, Frank (priest)
TurNOCK, Peter (priest)
WarLken, Herbert Gregory
Warner, William C
WirLiams, Albert E



Anprews, Gordon
ATturrToN, Samuel
BeLy, William G
BennETT,, Walter
BenrLEY, Harold B (priest)
Brown, Francis G
Bruck, Reginald
Cock, Gerald |
CroucHER, Ernest |
Daniers, Hubert J
DrLanay, William B
Evans, Charles Tasker
Evans, Herbert O
ForEMan, W

Fraser, Alec
Greaves, John

BrrumvcrAM, Robert B (priest)
Broowm, Claude

Carre,, Alfred

Carson, Hugh R
CHaAMBERS, Algernon C
Eppin, William )
FozzarD, Frederick (pricst)
Givy, Chatles F

GosLiNG, Albert J
GREENLAND, Robert H
Hanp, Sydney

Hivron, Frank

Hunt, Walter

LawmsB, Samuel Frank

ANDERsoN, George W S
BarTRAM, Reginald B P S
Berr, Edward

Biscog, John T
BurngLr, Frederick
Crark, Colin

CrirrorDb, Henry C
ConsTABLE, John R

Dyg, Robert V

Evuis, Eric K (priest)
Fingy, John H (priest)
Fowwrer, Wallace A
FRIEND, Leslie A
HARrTFIELD, Frederick |
HoLpway, Dudley G 8
Hurcamson, Henry S (priest)
Hyopr, Frederick A

OCTOBER

Hayxes, Edward C
Howewr, Henry

Jones, John H (priest)
Kames, Thomas R
LayroN, Reginald F
LoaRriNg, Peter }
ManTLE, Bryan
MagsiaLL, Bdward S
Mersirr, Edmund (priest)
Moncur, Henry R
Ogpen, Charles R B
ORcHARD, John T
PonTrREMOLI, Joseph A
Ryman, Albert R B
Strupnwick, Alick
WooLrasToN, Reginald W H (priest)

NOVEMBER

Lesrer, Clement (priest)
MarrLanD, Alfred A S F {priest)
Moore, Frederick

NaLpReETT, Willlam M
Ozanng, William ] (priest)
Ricnarpson, Herbert (priest)
Ryan, Harold N

SmrrH, Frederick A

Smrra, Percy A

Snook, Emest G

TappENDEN, Arthur W (priest)
WiLLrams, Albert

WiLson, Perey A

Wmstong, George A

DECEMBER

Jackson, Hartley (priest)
Krmmmins, Lionel G
LePorpeviN, John
MappEerN, Robert M
Moore, Edward E (priest)
MugGLETON, Leslic
Norrrs, Walter G R (priest)
Pace, Noel (priest)
PerERSON, John

PowrLL, George

Sarr, Spencer St ]
Seencrr, Fred

StomE, James F

Tipey, William J
UnberwooD, Frank
WiLson, Peter E
YouLnen, Leonard G

Jesu, mercy — Mary pray.
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The Attention of Servers

and all Catholics

IS CALLED TO
THE WORK OF

“The Guild of all Souls”

Founded March 1873

A Devotional Guild for Intercessory Praycr for the Dying
and for the Repose of the Souls of Deceascd Members and
all the Faithful departed.

An Intercession Paper of names of the Departed is issued
Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book, for perpetual remem-
brance is issued each year.

REQUIEMS, with commemoration by name on the anniver-
sary of death, are said daily at the Guild Chantry Chapel
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. Regular requiems
are also said at S Stephen’s Church, Gloucester Road,
London, S.W.7, and in many benefices under the patronage
of the Guild.

Enquiries from:-

The Rev. The Secretary
G.A.S. Office
St. Dunstan’s Vestry

184a Fleet Street, London, E.C.4
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Sir,

On studying the ceremonial ditections for the new rite of mass to come into force
shortly among our Roman brethren, I note, inter alia, that at a mags celebrated with incense,
the servers, apart from the M.C, are no longer censed separately.

Beatring in mind that the censing of the (con) celebrant(s), the assistant ordained
ministers, choir and congregation continues at the Offertory, and that the servers are equally
with the other part of the people of God sharing in the offeting of the Liturgy, one 1s led
to enquire into the reasons behind this apparently pointless change to exclude from this
sign of unity between all section of the faithful those who, next to the clergy, share most
intimately in the liturgical action, Clearly it is possible that some of the servers, eg the acoly-
tes, might at the time be engaged with the washing of the celebrant’s hands in which event
under existing rules their separate censing would be omitted, but those engaged solely
as torchbearers for the Canon or for duties in connection with a procession, remain frec
at this point.

Perhaps you might be able to commission from an expert in the cercmonial field,
either from among our own ranks or the Roman Archconfraternity, an article on this
and othet changes in the manner of presenting the Church’s Liturgy, to permit a greater
understanding of the underlying reasons.

Meanwhile, might I recommend to my brother Masters of Ceremonies the accomo-
dation of all servers; other than the basic four needed throughout the service within the
sanctuary; i the choir and to thurifers, always to cense the choir with the #riple swing
making sure that on the side where the acolytes are, inside the sanctuary, the swing in that
direction is sufficiently wide to embrace boti those in choir and at the credence.

PriLtr B GiLkes Chapter of The Incarnate Word.

Master of Ceremonies, S5 Michael & George, Fulwell.

(The thutifer never gets censed! The Guild’s policy is not 1o lay down any rules for serving
as of course that is the perogative of the parish priest—Edifor)

THE 26ist GENERAL COUNCIL

. With the Warden, Fr Whitehead, in the chair, and the Secretary General
and Treasurer-General and twenty-one councillors a Council was held in
London on Saturday 27th September. Apologies were received from Fathers
Fox, Treadwell and Stephenson, Bro Russell and some fourteen other
Councillors.

The meeting began with prayer. The death of Grand Councillor WG
Hare was reported. Brother Hare in his time had done great work for the
Guild and in particular for “The Server’.

One was glad to note that once again it is hoped to coordinate all Catholic societies
in the Chusch of England and that the Warden woufd be attending a conference later in the
year to discuss such liason.

A new chapter of our Lady and 8 Tydfi! in Wales was welcomed but it was regretted
that three other chapters were appatently not functioning to their fullest extent. The
Secretary-General is gradually reviewing the list and endeavouring to contact chapters
who had not submitted reports for some two to three years.

In response to a request for guidance on the role of the server in the present day
state of flux in worship and ceremonial the Warden is to write in “The Server’ on the situa-
tion.

The next council is to have a full discussion on the probationery period and comments
and views of chapters are requested. Please inform your councillor at once as the mecting
is to be on 13th December,

No comment was made on the Secretary-General’s statement that the Board of Trade
refused to grant a licence for a guild medal to be sent to a Rhodesian brother.

Both the Secretary-General and the Warden reported on their visits to various Groups
and Chapters; in particular Father Whitehead said how profitable had been his discussions
with brethren in the North.

Tt was agreed that councillors should hold a small stock of the Guild’s hymnbook for
use at Group and other festivals but of course the chapters organising such would be
responsible for collecting and returning. A list of suitable tunes would be published.
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The Treasurer-General gave a report an the Guild’s finances which showed a very
small balance.

It was thought that a four page list of departed brethren would be published and then

supplemented with further names in each issue. This was agreed on the Editot’s report,
: Grectings from the Guernsey chapter were reccived as were also from the Scottish
Guild who had just celebrated their fortieth aniversary.

Next year’s Easter festival will be at Kilburn, whete the new secondary School wiil
give ample facilities. Other festivals were noted and patticular attention is drawn to that at
Canterbury where in connection with the 8ooth commemoration of S Thomas® Martyrdom
the Guild office will be sung for the first time in the mother Church of the Anglican com-
munion. Book the date — 1:th April 5 o’clock.

FOUR CLERGIMERICKS
by S J Forrest

QUO VADIS?
An unsettled Churchman would sigh,
“To the Pope I’d be tempted to fly,
But the things I deplore,
On the Anglican shote,
Have all got to Rome before I 1”
* K kK
CURVERS?
A clergyman, bold and audacious,
Said, “Women as servers are gracious,
For, men at their prayers
Move in angles and squares,

But ladies are wholly curvaceous.”
* ok %k ok

DEADLY SYNOD?
If the Church MUST be governed synodically,
And ruled with a system, methodically,
It might prove essential
To trim its potential
By shooting the lot periodically.
* ok ok K
NUN-FUN
- Some nuns, in a mood of hilarity,
Have streamlined their customs for clarity,
With a crystallised prayer,
And a minified wear,
The are now called: “Transistors of Charity”.

(Father John Forrest writes a monthly Clergimerick in the
SIGN magazine (Mowbrays), illustrated by his brother Father
Edward Forrest.) - .
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FESTIVALS

THE AUTUMN FESTIVAL

The autumn Festival of the Guild was held at § Mary Magdelene, Munster Square,
London on Saturday October 4th 1969. High mass was celebrated at 10 am, the celchrant
being Father Arthur Whitchead, Warden of the Guild. At the conclusion of the mass
Father Whitchead welcomed the servers present. but pointed out that failure to apply for
tea tickets had once again complicated the catering arrangements. At 3 pm the Oﬂscc was,
solemnly sung and the address was given by the Warden, during the course of his address
he said “In the book of Genesis we are told that God, plantéd a garden in the garden of
Eden. The Bible sees the first paradise as a garden and the second paradise as a city. We
associate innocence with inexperience. Eden is the paradise of the child, the Holy City is
the paradise of man.

We lose a paradise when sin conquers us, we gain a paradise when we conquer sin.
The paradise we seck is the Holy City, we belong to one another and we belong to God
The music that God wants to hear is the music of the redeemed. The real vision for us is the
New l]erusnlcm coming down from heaven. The closing chapters of Holy Scripture call

. us to look for the Holy City, We shall make no progress in our spiritual life so long as we
only weed our own garden, you have to plant lowers there as well, It is a Holy City in which
we offer to God all our gifts — Lord, Ecre am I send me. Never did the Church of God
need saints as it does to-day. God’s call is not restricted. The words tenewal and reform
occur and reoccur. Can we make sute that when the new litugical year begins we are
renewed,

After the sermon all the brethren joined in a procession outside the Church during
which hymns in honour of Our Lady were sung. By some mischance only four members
of the congregation joined the procession. The procession was succeeded by Benediction.
Tea was then served In the school and numerous acquaintanceships were renewed before
we all went home.

THE 4oth ANNIVERSARY OF THE SCOTTISH GUILD OF SERVERS

This year the festival was at § Bride Glasgow whete the Guild was first formed 40
ears ago. There about 120 servers, priest assoc. and friends who attended high mass

in lieu of the office. The celebrant was Father ] Clelland rector of S Bride’s assisted by
Father Taylor (8 Ninian Glasgow) and Father Ingram (8§ Mary’s Cathedral). The Bishop of
Brechin, the Rt Revd Sprodt and his chaplain, Revd C Wood (Founder of the Guild).
There were 70 who made their communion and the bishop gave his blessing at the end.
The preacher was Father Fox (Warden Emeritus of the GS8) he informed us that he
was no stranger-to S Bride’s having said mass on weekdays during his stay in Glasgow
during the last war. Refreshments were served in the crypt afterwards by Mrs. A Thurston
and the ladies of S Brides, where old and new friends met for a chat.

The weather was very good, the servers processed from the lower crypt up into Hynd-
land Road and into the church for the service.

A!memorable day, onc that will be remembered for a long time. . . . .

The SGS send to the GSS fraternal greetings and good wishes to all members.

EAST KENT AREA

The area Annual Festival took Elacc on z1st June at S8 Peter and Paul Charlton-in-
Dover when the office was sung, Father ] O Snell (Rector of SS Peter and Paul) officiated,
with Bfo H J Small as organist., The area Sectetary (Councillor F C Palmer) presented
one probationer member for admission. The Venerable M J Nott, Archdeacon of Canterbury
preached and presided at the procession; in which 11 priests Associate and some 55 lay
members took part. Afterwards they, with the congregation took refreshments in the
Parish Room. It was pleasing to note that the Secretary-General was able to be present.
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OBITUARY

WILLIAM A HARE

Brother Hare joined the Guild in 1920 and was for some twenty-five years secretary
of the S Benedict Chapter, and represented his Group on the General Council with dignity
and enthusiasm. He played a great part in the organisation of ‘the Scrver’ , and on his
retirement was elected a Grand Councillor. The whole of his serving life was spent at
S Andrew, Uxbridge.

May this great stalwart of the Guild rest in peace.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

SATURDAY, 1oth JANUARY—EPIPHANY FESTIVAL IN SOUTHWARK.
SATURDAY, z1st FEBRUARY—GENERAL COUNCIL
MONDAY, zoth MARCH—EASTERN AREA FESTIVVAL
Cambridge 11.30 am Mass, Little § Mary, afternoon office. $ Clement
EASTER FESTIVAL AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
SATURDAY, 4th APRIL—S AUGUSTINE KILBURN
SATURDAY, 11th APRIL—CANTERBURY CATHEDR AL)
MONDAY, 135th APRIL——
Group II S Barnatbas, Tuffley Glos. 7.45 pm.
SATURDAY, 25th April—ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL
SATURDAY, 23:d MAY——GENER AL COUNCIL
SATURDAY, 19th SEPTEMBER, —GENERAL COUNCIL

GSS DIRECTORY

SS Mary and Anne, John Thorneloe, 12, Broomfield Close, Kidderminster,Worcs.

Our Lady and S Peter, Albert O Sanders, 36 Milton Street, Higham Ferrers, Welling-
borough, Notthants. \ !

S Edmund of Abingdon, Malcolm J Andrew, 10 Conduit Road, Abingdon, Berks.

S Godric of Finchale, William Johnson, 19 Yotk Road, Peterlee, Co Durham.

S Richard, Paul Motte, 2 Police Cottage, Whitedown, Alton, Hants, .

8S Michae! and Andrew, L W Littler, 17 Oldcott Drive, Kidsgrove, Stoke on Trent

STy 4HE. Staffs. R :
S Wilfrid, Petcy E Collins, 8 Shortlands Close, Fastboutne, Sussex.

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

S SEXBURGHA GILLINGHAM, KENT

For many years this Chapter has ‘twinned’” with that of S Etheldreda of Cambridge
in that a visit by one to the other is a feature in alternate years. This year Cambridge
brought an enthusiastic coach load of membets and friends to the ‘Garden of England
where they attended a sung high mass in the comparatively new church of § Augustine
(C. 1919) at which the incumbent, the Revd Fr Hinchey was celebrant, Fr Chittenden and
Fr Etterley, deacon and sub-deacon respectively and members of the home Chapter
belonging te the chutch carried out the full ceremonial in the splendid tradition we have
come to expect from them.

After a ‘picnic” lunch in the adjacent hall those who wished went shopping and sight-
secing in the Industrial Medway Towns whilst others went to the Roman Catholic Carmelite
Priory at Aylesford, some ten miles distant, :

Meanwhile other members arranged for the solemn Guild office in § Mary, Gillingham
Tt was of a truly ecumenical nature, for not only were our ‘twins’ with us but the invitation
was accepted by members of the Archconfraternity of § Stephen attached and serving
at the church of Qur Lady in Gillingham, who turned up in force.

The altar party was provided by S Sexburgha members of the parish church, whilst
the cantors were provided one from each of the twinning Chapters and one from the
Archconfraternity.

. Complimentary speeches followed the tea.and as usual ‘a happy day was had by all’,
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$ STEPHEN HARDING,
‘ HINTON MARTELL

It was Standing Rooms only in the parish church, normally seating 170 people, on August
sth when some 2710 people, including 30 priests and 5o servers were packed in, overflowing
into the porch, to hear the Bishop of Willesden, the Rt Revd Graham Leonard, preach
and' preside at a sung mass of the Transfiguration of our Lord. The singing, led by the
Danebury Singers and over 100 mens’ voices was tremendous, Mr B R Burns was at the
organ. The collection which amounted to nearly £15 was divided between the Candidates
fot Ordination Fund, and the parish church after allowing for expenses, The bishop
who spoke on the subject of ‘“Worship® was obviously thrilled with everything, especially
the small memento of the occasion which was presented to him afterwards at a social
reception in the Day School by the rector, (the Revd Wm H Barnard) who had celebrated
the mass. The gift consisted of a small red shield in perspex embossed in gold with the
Guild badge, name of chapter and date. It was made by Geoffrey Howard, the secretary,
who was responsible for the arrangements. Clergy and servets were present from Eastleigh,
North Somerset, Weymouth, Bournemouth,Poole, Shaftesbury, Verwood, Blandford and
district and Wimborne, and one from Canadal The altar party of eight was provided by
servers from Hinton Martel. Refreshments were admirably served by the ladies of the
social committee afterwards. Photograph of the Bishop and iservers.

S EDMUND OF ABINGDON

The Chapter continues to meet monthly to sing the Office in various churches in the
vicinity and upon the whole have been wzlYattendcd. In August our Chaplain, the Revd
D¢ W G Roe, officiated for the last time prior to taking up duties at Durham University.
To say that both he and his family will be sadly missed goes without saying. His Chaplaincy
over a'period of eight years has seen us going from strength to strength, and we thank God
for his devotion and guidance,

A rechtion was held in the new Church Room, and after many glowing tributes
to him had been paid, he was presented with the New Jerusalem Bible from the Chapter.
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S JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA, PORTSMOUTH - .

The Chapter has lost by death this year one priest associate and one brother both of
whomwere interested members and hoth very busy inotherspheres of work. Fr Pierce Deigan
who died in April was a very conscientious priest and fathet confessor. His fellow priests
wete very well aware of this and his guidance was widely sort by many of them and of the
laity. He was a former Chaplain of the Chapter and it was perhaps fitting that the chapter
requiemn was at the church heloved so well on November 11th, the Church of the Ascension,
North End, Pottsmouth, Bro George Francis Brown who died in October was no only
a devout server at his church but he gave a very great amount of his spare time to looking
after the elactrical and sound systerns of his parish halls and entertaining young and old
alike with music sessions and record concerts, his love for his fellow man was [imitless.
Both will be greatly missed but may they pass to a greatet sphere of service with out Lord.

S CENNYDD SWANSEA ’

Eatly, in July, the Chapter visited § Nicholas-on-the-Hill, Swansea, when the address
was given by the vicar, the Revd. Geoffrey Thomas. There was a good attendance and the
meeting was a particularly happy one as five servers from the church were admitted, three
to full membership and two as probationers.

At the usual meeting afterwards, the Chaplain suggested that this year we should
change our usual custom of having a break during the holiday period and proposed that
instead we should make a ecumenical pilgrimage to Belmont Abbey in Herefordshite which
belongs to the worldwide Confederation of Benedictine Monks, This was thought to be
an excellent suggestion, and accordingly, at the end of Augustabout 40 members and friends
(including some of out Brecon members) visited the Abbey where wé were most warmly
received %y the Father Prior and members of the Communtiy. After being entertained to
tea, we wete shown around the abbey by one of the monks, who after inviting us to join
them in prayer told us about the history of the Belmont Community. After a tour of the
buildings and grounds, we joined the Community at Vespers and immediately afterwards
the monks joined.us in the singing of our office in the choir, the organ accompaniment being
provided by the Community organist. We are most grateful to the Father Prior for grantirig
us this grivﬂcge and those of us who took part feit that visits of this nature play a great
part in bringing about a greater undetstanding between our two Churches, The Abbey
contains a Chapel of Unity and this brought home to us the real meaning of our pilgrimage.
This is the first time that the Chapter has sung the Office in a R C Church,

In September, the Chapter paid its usual visit to Brecon Cathedral, Our Chaplain officiat-
ed at the Office and the address was given by the Dean. We are very grateful once again
to Bro Clifford Pallister for making the arrangements for out visit,

The Chapter has tecently lost the services of its organist (Bro John Davies) who is
now pursuing a degree course in Music at the University College, Cardiff. John has been
our otganist for a very long time and we are very grateful to him for his splendid work on
behalf of the Chapter. His accompaniment of the Guild Office was always a delight and we
shall miss his services very much, particularly the music by Bach which he loves so much
and with which he invariably concluded out services. We wish him every success in his
career. We are also very grateful to Bro Keith Thomas (of S Paul Landote) who has kindly
taken over the duties of organist.

S CHAD COVENTRY

It is strange to teport that no meetings were held between May and September, a
situation unprecedented since the enforced cessation of activities during two World Wars.
This situation arose on account of exceptional difficulties experienced by Bro S Wilcox
in arranging the programme. Illness and death amongst clergy, also vacancies in local
parishes 2ll contributed to the problem. It is sad to teflect that during this period of inactivity
only a handful of members gothercd to find out what was going on. When we finaily
started again in September it was very pleasant to visit the Chaplain, Fr D Moote, in his
own chutch of S Thomas, Longford, He officiated at the solemn office with Bro B Raine,
M C and cantors, Bro A Reid and Bro S Wilcox. In his setmon, Fr Moore referred to the
tecent feast day of the Nativity of the BV M . He commented on the various titles bestowed
upon the Blessed Virgin. He thought the words ‘Our Lady’ were among the most beautiful
in the English language, He said that if we could not give the Holy Mother our love and
adoration, neither could we give it to her Blessed Son. You could not have one without the
other. It was most appropriate that for the procession which closed the service we sang
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Our Lady’s own hymn “Ye who own the Faith of Jesus”. Afterwards we enjoyed
. refreshments in the Church Hall. The Chairman, Bro S Harris thanked Fr Moore for his
welcome and Bro. § Wilcox explained why we had been unable to meet for so long,
1t was almost bordering on the unusual for the Chapter to meet again a month later!
This time we visited the Parish of Wyken which contains three churches, S Mary Magdalene’s
probably the oldest in the City, the Church of the Risen Christ, one of the newest and Holy
Cross opened in 1939; it was there the office was sung by the Chaplain. Bro R Tucker was
M C and the cantors, Bro A Reid and Bro § Harris, The vicar, Fr K Radford gave us a
"warm welcome and a brief history ofthe parish before introducing the preacher, Fr R
Johnston from the Diocesc of Albany, New York, who is working in this country for a
year. In his address, laced with flashes of humour, he gave various examples of how servers
should catry out their duties. It was the first time in our history that we had been addressed
by an American ptiest. In the hall later we were able to talk with Fr Johnston, mentionin
the close ties between the GSS and the Guild of Vincent, USA, Bro § Wilcox, COF Gencra
Secretary, spoke about his concern over the marked decline in donations saying that grants
would have to be reduced.
Following a suggestion by P.R.O. Bro A Reid it was agreed that we make a donation
to the Fr Cowan Memorial Fund in memory of the late Deputy Chaplain.

OUR LADY AND S GEORGE, PLYMOUTH

Summer lingered long in the West country and it was still fineand dry for the September

Office sung in 5 Mark, Ford, the home chutch of our worthy Secretary and several of the
brethren. at which the officiant was our Chaplain, Fr A B Robinson of Hooe.
" On the nearest Saturday to the Feast of § Michael there is 8 Diocesan Servers Festival
in Truro Cathedral and by invitation of the Secretary of the Cathedral Servers the chapter
treasurer and two brethren attended this great event, joining with our old friends from St
Ives and having the honour with them og being seated in C%loit. Solemn Evensong in the
pitesence of the Lord Bishap of the Diocese was sung, his Assistant Bishop reading one of
the lessons. As has become traditional for this oceasion incense was used at the Magnificat
and also to lead the great procession after the Office, Just how many were present it is diffi-
cult to estimate, at one stage the procession stretched the whole lengths of the nave and
the north aisle and even then both ends could not sce each other. Bro Kenneth of § Ives
considers the most impressive patt of the Festival is after the procession when all the servers
and clergy crowd into the chancel and they sing a Solemn Te Deum.

. AndIamstillwondering what happended to the man who booked the taxi we comman-
decred out side the Cathedral. We bad only eight minutes to catch our train so perhaps we
may be forgiven., .

$8 OSMUND AND SWITHIN, BOURNEMOUTH

On Thutsday the 24th of July a coachful of Chapter members and their friends
left Bournemouth for our fourth visit to the shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. On out
way we stopped at Rickmansworth where we visited the church of S Peter and Father J
Forrest, Chaplain of the Sister’s of Bethany led us in the singing of the Angelus. Father
H Phillips, our former chaplain, joined us at Rickmansworth ns he was to be our leader
on this Pilgrimage. From Rickmansworth we ttavelled on to Newmarket whete we stopped
for tea at the church of S Peter’s, Snailwell. On the last stage of the journey to the shrine
we, sang hymns of Qur Lady of Walsingham.

Our first visit to the shrine came after supper on Thursday night. In this and all other
visit’s we were led by Father Phillips. On Friday morning we visited every altar of the shrine
and in the afternoon we went ona Pilgrimage to S Mary’s, the parish church of Walsingham,
and to the Roman Catholic Church and then ended our Palgrimage by visiting the S
Seraphim of Sarov Brotherhood, Father Mark of the Brotherhood of S Seraphim welcomed
us. A short service followed and afterwards Father Mark gave us a talk. He told us not
to be too worricd about the rejection, by the Church of England of the re-union scheme
with the Methodists. Father Mark said that he thought the Holy Spirit had been at work
here and that the Church of England had made the right dectsion. He went on to sa
that Anglicans, Roman Catholics and Otthodox all had something in common wit
their devotion to Our Lady and the Saints’,

After tea on Friday a concett was givcn, by three young ladies of our party, in the
Pilgrims Hall. They were Miss ] Pulsford, Miss ] Swinnston and Miss ] Clark. The concert
consisted of modern hymns sung to guitar accompaniment and it was a great success.
A collection was taken after the concert. The proceeds of this, which were £4 8s 6d, were
given to the Walsingham Boys Home, After supper we went on 4 “*‘mystery tous”, enjoying
the Norfolk countryside and visiting a fun fair at Hunstanton.
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On Saturday, we visited the Stations of the Cross and afterwards made our intercessions
in the Holy House at the feet of Our Lady. We then had the rosaries and medals, we had
all purchased, blessed by Father Phillips. In the evening came a Procession in honour of
Our Lady followed by Benediction. Two of our Chapter members carried the Statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham in the Procession. At Benediction a special hymn in honour of
the Blessed Sacrament was sung by Miss ] Pulsford and Miss ] Swinnston.

On Sunday most of us went to the Parish Mass at 3 Mary’s and in the afternoon we
went on a coach trip to the Church of § John and § Mary, Stiffkey, to ook at an exhibition
of vestments we afso went to S Nicholas, Blakeney, to look at their Flower Festival.
We then returned to the Shtrine where a Procession of the Blessed Sacrament was held for
us followed by Benediction at which Misses Pulsford and Swinnston again sang.

On Monday morning at 7.30 am Requiem Mass was celebrated in the All Sou%s Chapel
by Father Smart, a priest ftom the Windward Islands who was a member of our party.
We made our last visit to the Shrine at .0 2 m and then boarded the coach for our return
to Bournemouth. . ’ ’

The Pilgrimage was a very uplifting experience for us all and plans are in hand for
another visit next year. Thanks be to God. )

The Chapter was reptesented by some of our members at an Eve of the Transfigura-
tion Fﬁstival, held by the Chapter of S Stephen Harding, in 8 John the Evangelist, Hinton
Martell.

Later in August the Chapter visited S Mary, Springbourne after the Office the vicar,
Canon W Badham preached. Devotions followed and afterwards we were served with
refreshments,

In September 29 Chapter members and friends visited S Michael and all Angels,
Verwood. Afier the Office the members and their friends went to the “Monmouth Ash™
public house for a game of skittles which was enjoyed by all.

Then in October the Chapter held its Autumn Festival at S Francis of Assisi, Chur-
minster. High mass was celebrated by Father D Green, vicar of 8 Francis. He was assisted
by Father A Sessford, our Chaplain, and by Father R Corbin, assistant priest at S Andrew,
Boscombe. The sermon was preached by Father D Cumminy, Lotd Mayor Treloat College,
Alton. In his very fine address Father Cumminy said that the foundation of the Catholic
Faith was the wotship of the Trinity. Miss Pulsford and Miss Swinnston sang parts of the
Mass and some of the music was composed by Miss Pulsford,

Many of our brother servers from as far away as Trowbridge and Winchester supported
us, as well as other servers from Weymouth, Wimbourne and Shaftesbury, A total of
148 people communicated at the mass and the collection of over £13 was given to COF.
After the mass we went into the Church hall where tefreshments wete supplied by the
ladies of S Francis,

OUR SAVIOUR CHESTERFIELD
Since starting supporting the COF this chapter with its latest contribution of £5 has
donated £25 to the fund. The Secretary states the latest amount is the contents of a “coffin”
and they have set about filling it again.

. S LAWRENCE, WEST NORFOLK )
For the first time since the reformation a concelebrated high mass in honour of
S Lawience was held in the massive ruins of Castleacre Priory in August, a portable altar
being placed on the site of the high altar. The chaplain, the Revd B H Pitchers was the
principal celebrant, and Canon Chatles Smith, Administrator of the Shrine of Our Lady
of Walsingham pteached. Friends from the Chapter of 8 William of Norwich, Wymondham
and Wisbech were in the large congregation. )

‘ALL SOULS’ CANTERBURY

The past six months have been, as always, very busy ones for all members of the
Chapter, who have attended all the service in good numbers, the average being 33, plus
priests-associate, at each; the total membership is 7 priests-associate and 49 lay members.

In April the office was sung at S Gregory the Great, Canterbury, when 2 full members
and one probationer membet were presented.

S Mary, Reculver, was visited in May for the Ascension-tide office, when there was the
excellent attendance of 3 priests associate and 4o lay members, as the evening was fine all
robed in the school and walked in procession to and from the church, making 2 fine sight;
one full member was presented.
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In July, at the church of § Cosmos & S8 Damian-in-the-Blean, the vicar (Father
D Heryet) who is the Chapter’s Chaplain, celebrated a sung eucharist, which it is proposed
to hold annually. One probationer member was presented,

§ Bartholomew, Herne Bay, was visted in August, when one full member and one
probationer member were presented.

. After a lapse of several years the office was sung at Holy Cross, Goodnestone, in
September, when one full member and one probationer member were presented.

. In October, Nicholas Sturry, was visited after an interval of a year or two, and the
office was sung.

. The Chaplain, who is also Chaplain to the Mayor of Canterbury, was unable to attend
two of the offices owing to other engagements, and two of the assistant Chaplzains officiated.
At 2l the services Bro H ] Small was organist, and ladies of the church always provided
refreshments afterwards.

At 8 Bartholomew’s Herne Bay, Church Hall, Bro Iain Taylor {Chapter Secretary-
Treasurer), after making his customary announcements about future activities, stated
that two brothers wete leaving the area. Ron Henley {of § Mary, Reculver) was moving to
Bexhill, Sussex, whilst Colin John (of S Peter Canterbury), who is in the RAF was being
posted to Singapore; they were wished God-speed.

During the summer two gramophone recitals were held in Herne Bay and Canterbury
to raise funds, and they were well attended.

$ LAURENCE THE DEACON, READING

The Chapter held their office for September at S Michael’s, Tilchurst by kind invitation
of the Rural Dean, the Revd P Beresford-Peirse. The preacher was the new vicar of §
Laurence, Reading, the Revd G W F Coupe who was welcomed to the Chapter, by the
Chaplain, the Revd W Edgar, A large number of servers attended together with three
priests associates. It was also good to see some of the wives and friends of the chapter in
the congregation.

An annual Dinner atrranged for the first time was held on 25th October 1969 for the
brothers, priests associates and their ladies, :

The office was sung at 8 Mary, Henley-on-Thames in October. A large number of
servers and priests attended, The preacher was the vicar, the Revd F M A Payne, and the
Chaphin, the Revd W Edgar officiated. Owing to the fact that we had no censer with us,
a local R C priest helped us out. The result therefore is surely one of ecumenical brother-

hood.

' S WERBURGH, STOCKPORT

On 23rd July, the Chapter sang the office in S Matthew, Edgeley, Stockport, and a
helpful address on Courage was given by the vicar, the Revd 8 J Barnes, At the business
meeting afterwards, it was announced with great regret that the Revd M J B Henry had
tendered his resignation, owing to the distance he had to travel to meetings from his rural
parish of Chelford.

The September meeting was held on a Saturday afternoon at 5 John, Charlesworth,
Derbyshire, the office on this occasion being sung by the Assistant Chaplin, the Revd
Tom Williams. An Ember-tide collect was said at the end, having in mind two local men
who were to be made deacons a week later. These were Terry McCann of S Peter, Stockport
(to S Augustine, Tonge Moor, Bolton) and Michael Mallett from § Martin, Marple (to
S George, Hyde). This is likely to be our last visit to this Derbyshire church for some time,
as out only member, Bro F Holmes, is about to move to Poynton, nearer Stockport.

$ WILFRID, EASTBOURNE

In June the Chapter sang the office in S Mary, Westham, our Chaplain, Fr Owen Whiting
officiating and Mt B Porter (Reader) gave a very stirring address, to a very good number
of servers and their friends, who had travelled by coach from Eastbourne.

Among the guests Epresenr were our own Group Councillor G A C Notris and also
Councillor J J Painter of Provincial Group 13 — (Chelmsford) and his wife , who happened
to be having a few days holiday in Eastbourne at that time.

Afier the Office everybody adjourned for the usual refreshments and arrived back in
Easthourne safely after having had a most enjoyable evening, for which the Secretary,
Brother Percy Collins, must be sincerely thanked for having made such perfect arrange-

ments.
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INCENSE

MADONNA. An Old Favourite
~ FESTIVAL.
SPECIAL.
ROSA MYSTICA

Post Extra

'INSTANT GLOW CHARCOAL

In addition to the Squares, we are now able to offer you Boxes
of Rings

Large Rings. box of 30

Small Rings. box of 48

Squares box of 48

Post Extra

We also offer the older STANDARD TYPE of CHARCOAL.:-

Large Rings.  box of 30
Small Rings.  box of 48
Squares box of 48
Perfumed Squares box of 48
Post Extra

C. BRITTON & SON

53, ROBERT STREET,
REGENT'S PARK, N.W.1
Phone: 01-387-2576
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OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM & S ALBAN, MIDDLESEX

The Chapter suffered a tragic loss in the passing to his rest of its Chaplain, Fr ER
Nadkarni on the 23¢d August. He had been Cheplain for seven years and during that time
had endeared himself to priests and servers alike. A requiem mass for the repose of his
soul was held in 8 Andrew, Roxbourne, South Harrow, at which the Bishop of Willesden
was the celebrant and preacher, on Wednesday 8th October. There was a latge congrega-
tion, many of whom wete younipeoplc and included his wife and family, members of the
Chapter and priests from neighbouring churches,

The Bishop in his sermon referred to “Fr Nad” as a man of Forgiveness, Mercy and
Faith and said his presence would be sadly missed in the community which he had created
and built ui over a period of eighteen years. May he rest in peace.

The Chapter Dinner due to take place on the 26th September, was cancelled. The
Assistant Chaplain, Fr ] C Bradford, Vicar of S Peter, West Harrow has agreed to act as
Chaplain for the time being and the Chapter are grateful to him for his help.

The Chapter extends a warm welcome to those who have recently joined the Chapter,

The Chapter covers the rural Deanery of Brent (Wembley) RuraYDcancry of Harrow
and Ealing West (Gteenford). and any member of the GSS, who would like a copy of the
Chapter Diary for 1970, should write to the Chapter Secretary, Bro David ] Lester, 31,
Motland Road, Kenton, Hatrow Middlescx. Tel: or-go7 8573.

; THE HOLY RESURRECTION, BRIGHTON
Saturday 12th of July 1969. A day long to be remembered in the annals of our Chapter.
Truly' a wonderful summer day, the sun shining brilliantly from a cloudless sky and our
hearts t00 were warm, For were we not celebrating the Gorden Jubilee of cur Foundation,
the Chapter having received its inzuguration at S Bartholomew, Brighton on 19th July

19.

91{ was fitting therefore that this church should be chosen for the singing of high mass
of the Holy spirit, the celebrant, being Father K N Forrester, assistant priest at $ Bartholo-
mew's, He was assisted by Father W H Barnard, Hinton Martel, Dorset, and formerly one
of the Chapter’s assistant chaplains, and Father Richard Stranack, S Martin, Brighton,
a one time lay member of the Chapter and now one of its priests associate.

‘The mass was sung to the familiar setting of Merbecke ably rendered by a choir
under the direction of our organist, Brother David Dennis. Following the mass which was
attended by a ﬁood congregation, an official lunchcon party was held at which our Warden
Emertius, Father ] B M Fox was to have been guest o?honout. Unfortunately he was
unable ro be with us, owing to indisposition, this being out only disappointment on a
memorableday.

In the afternoon before a congregation of about 150 the Office was sung at S Martin
Brighton, where the sermon was preached by the Chaplain-General. A procession and
Benediction followed after which we all crowded into the Church Hall where we partook
of an excellent meal provided by the ladies of S Martin’s.

During the tea the company was welcomed by our Chairman, Councillor Brother
F E J Strecter. He said how delighted he was that so many of our old friends were able
to be with us and especially Father Treadwell, who was thanked for deputizing for Father
Fox, and also Brother Edden, our Secretary-General, Brother Streeter also welcomed
gervers and their friends from Chapters in Mid-Surrey Chelmsford Croydon Winchester
and Portsmouth together with those from those in our county and especially our faithful
friends from the Chapter of S S Phillip and Richard. Brother Richard responded in his own
inimitable way saying how delighted he was to be able to visit Beighton again and wished
the Chapter well for the future, On the conclusion of Brother Richard’s remarks, he present-
ed to Brother “Billy” Chatfield his certificate of honorary life membership of the Guild,
Brother “Billy” is a server at S Martin’s a founder member of the Chapter and a member of
its committee,

The Chapter Secretary, Brother Leonard Dear was also the recipient of a presentation.
He has setved the Chapter for nearly twenty four years as such and Father Treadwell on
behalf of the Charter asked him to accept a Transistor Radio as a token of their friendship
and thanks for all he had done for the Chapter during this time. Brother Dear obviously
taken by surprise could not find words to express adequate enough his pleasure for the
brothers’ kindness to him,

A last word to those servers and their families and friends who were our visitors
during the day, We sing our Office monthly, and Brother Dear will be only too delighted
to send you details of our meetings at which you will be most welcome, His address is
23 St John’s Avenue, Burgess Hill, Sussex.

30




"$'MARTIN OF TOURS, ASHFORD. MIDDLESEX

Oppottunity. was taken while the schools were still on holiday in September to make
another ‘away’ visit 10 3 meeting of the Chapter of the Incarnate Word at § Mary’s, Walton-
on-Thames, The Office was followed by a procession in honour of the Nativity of the
Blessed Vitgin Mary. Later in Septembert the Chapter attended the Provincial Group 9
Festival, at S Mary, Slough where we had the pleasure of meeting our brothers from the
Chapter of § Frideswide. =

In October we were on the move again, when seven brothers attended the Autumn
Festival at S Mary Magdalene, Munster Square, This was the first time we had heard the
Warden preach and his address gave us much encouragement for the coming months,

Our Chapter Patronal Festival, at the time of writing its report, is still in the future,
baut the plans for the event keep us busy. We hope that we shall have the privilege of being
hosts to brothers of other Chapters, and look forward to an inspiring day.

In common with all Chapters at this time of the year, we are looking forward into
1976 in the planning of Chapter Meetings. As well as visiting the churches in our Chapter
area, we aim ro continue our ‘away’ visits to neighbouring chapters and have in mind a
longer journey to Birchington, Kent, where we hope to sing the Office. We will also be
giving the younger brothers a few hours in Margate. A Pilgrimage to Dorchester Abbey,
Oxford is still in the discussion stage, as it is to be connected with a project to earn a sum
of money to be given to the Ordination Fund in the name of the Chapter.

OUR LADY & S PANCRAS

The Chapter records it’s appreciation for the help given on our visit in September to
Winchelsea and Rye. We had a vety enjoyable afterncon looking around Rye, and followed
by Office at Winchelsea Parish Chutch before we left in the evening.

Earlier this year, the Chapter hada Ci:vireas'a.mt evening with § Mellitus Chapter; we are now
looking forward to their return visit during the coming year.

During 1970, we will be losing our Chaplain, Father G W Elcock on his retirement
after a life-time of faithful ministry. ‘

Out Annual General Meeting is on February 12th, at § John’s Wood, London.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD, DERBY

The May meeting at S Michael Derby, was a devotional evening, conducted by the
Revd Canon Paul Miller,

It lasted about two hours and was in this form; evensong and address, refreshments, sec-
ond address and Compline. This is the first time for some years that the Derby Chapter
have had a devotional evening, but the hope was expressed by many that it would not be
long before a similar evening could  be held.

The annual guild Cuting this year was to the little church of § Saviouts. Formark.
This wonderful church built about 1670 still has its boxed pews and three decker pulpit.

We were made very welcome by the vicar of Formark and Repton, Fr Tomlinson.
Following the singing of the Office, the Chapter retircd to the Spread Eagle!

In September, we visited § Thomas, Derby, the church of our Chaplain, Fr E R
Sermont, and after the service were entertained at the Vicarage.

In December, the chapter met at S Anne’s Derby for a requiem mass.
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FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S DESK

Many thanks to brethren for enquiries as to my health — glad to say
I'M?i Dq?t;ite well really — only very busy and easily tited these days — (Born
tired ;

This month recalls many sad days when famous members of the Guild
were called to higher service and a study of the Chantty will refresh lots
of memories, — with you I pray they may rest in peace, I think the new set
up for the Chantry Book excellent and will enable us tospread our prayers over
the days better.

Grateful this quarter to Chapters in Slough, Stockport, and Birmingham all of which
T was able to visit and receive a welcome. The cfforts of the Group Councillors and local
officers concerned were well worth while and resulted in some excetlent Offices.

. May Ijust take this opportunity of asking all members to make their annual subscrip-
tions over to the Chapter officers as soon after the 15t January as possible — PLEASE — 35,
6d: cach irrespective of age — a reserve from some of the Christmas boxes will be wise and
would enable Chapter Treasurers to comply with the rule and maybe allow me a holiday
period, free from the books — next year! I did not get one in this year past.

_ The following Group Councillors are due for retirement on rota at Faster next but
are elegible for reelection:—

London Groupz....Bro Lester London Group 4....Bro Gadd
Prov Group  1I.... Stimson Prov Group 2.... Paimer
6.... Lihou 9.... Canterbury

174, Knight 19.... Whitman
The forthcoming division of Prov. Group 17 to make another group (23) is approved
and a nomination has been received already. Are there any more please?
A happy Chtistmass to you all and a successful New Year.
RicHARD A W Edden

WE CAN SUPPLY

SURPLICES, ALBS (with and without lace), COTTAS (with and
without lace), VESTMENTS, COPES, FRONTALS, ctc. Washable
red or black CASSOCKS from £2. 12, 6.

" of the highest quality at less than highest quality prices because our overheads
are less; also all materials by the yard (inc. cassock cloths); appliques; some
' paper patterns, etc. Ask for list V; stating interests,

: CHALICES, CIBORIA, PYXES and some other church silver and metal
I items stocked. All church metal goods supplied. State interests, and details
1 and illustrations will be sent.

All secondhand church furnishings in textiles, wood and metal (inc. cassocks,
vestments, cottas, etc.). Also ‘seconds’ (slightly substandard) in albs, surplices,
cottas, etc. Ask for list P,

(SACRISTANS: If you have things in your church which you never use we
can buy them or take them in part exchange. Send us a list).

Orex DLy, Close 11.30 a.m. SATURDAYS

PAX HOUSE, 29 Lower Brook Street,
IPSWICH, Suffolk. Telephone 56832
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Altar Breads

Fresh made by Anglican’ Convents

Priests -
Crucifix, fractured tin of 50.
Crucifix, decorated border tin of 50.
Plaln tin of 50.
Peoples .
Crucifix, medium or small tin of 250,
tin of 1000.
Cross, medium size only  tin of 250,
. tin of 1000,
Plain tin of 250.
. tin of 1000
Monogram tin of 300
Seven Day Candles, per carton of twelve £1 140
Set of Glasses for same White Outer 18 &
Red Quter £1 1 6

Superior Seven Day Candles, per carton of twelve £2 150
requires no cleaning of glass.

Widdowson Seven Day Elements ,
per carton of |6 £3 120

Expendable Inner “Glass", and for size can fit into a bell shaped

seven day Sanctuary Lamp Glass.
Sanctum Lights

6 hour lights 72 In box 13/6

I2 hour lights " 12in box 4/-

12 hour lights _ 144 In box £200
24 hour lights 12 in box 5/6

24 hour lights ) 144 in box £2 180

Agent for Diadem Brass and Silverware
full list of prices sent on application.

C. BRITTON & SON

53 ROBERT STREET, REGENTS PARK
LONDON, N.W.I
Phone: 01-387-2576
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Select from our wide range

SERVERS’ MANUALS
- DEVOTIONAL BOOKS & CARDS
BIBLES & PRAYER BOOKS

also available |

CASSOCKS & SURPLICES
ALBS & COTTAS

ALL SACRISTY SUPPLIES
& CHURCH FURNISHINGS

If unable te make a personal visit to one of our Church
shops, please send for catalogue and price lists, stating the
particular items in which you are interested.

LONDON 28 Margaret St., Oxford Circus, W.1
OXFORD 35 Pembroke Street, St. Aldate’s
CAMBRIDGE 14 King's Parade

LEEDS 35 Albion Place

BIRMINGHAM St. Martin's Bookshop, The Bull Ring

LUFFS —PRINTERS — SLOUGH




