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WHAT DO YOU KNOW?

“Religion is always news,” says Fleet Street. But by
Religion it doesn’t mean the Incarnation, the Atonement, the
Resurrection or the Communion of the Saints. It means the
bishop who is fined for speeding, the vicar who bans bingo,
or the Scoutmaster who runs off with the Sunday-school
teacher. News, not mere truth, is what keeps the presses going.

This means that, if you read every copy of the Mirror and
Express for years on end, you will never learn what is really
happening in the Church. News you certainly will read, but
the news will give you a very one-sided view of Church events.
The only way to keep yourself fully informed is to read the
Church Times.

It is the principal weekly newspaper
of the Church of England

Week by week it gives the Christian reader the news and
views of the issues facing the Church.

The Church Times is published every Friday and costs
sixpence. It should be read by every Churchman who wants
to keep himself well informed about what is happening in
the Church,

Why not place a regular order with your newsagent?

If you wouid like to see what the paper looks like first,
just drop us a postcard with a note of your name and address
and we will send you a specimen copy free of charge.

CHURCH TIMES

7 PORTUGAL STREET, LONDON, W.C.2.




"EDITORIAL
REFLECTIONS

This issue is the seventy-third numbet of the magazine ending the
sixth. volume and it may be pertinent to think on the past, present and
future. The printing each quarter has gradually risen from some 1,000
ten years ago to now 2,500, over a quarter of the Guild’s membership and
it is read by many more and, it is hoped, appreciated by all. Its influence
may be quiet and unseen but the policy has been to keep servers abreast
of the current events in the life of the church, particulatly in our own
. Anglican communion, throughout the world; reviewing the past, taking
_account of the present, and looking to the future with the fundamentals
.of out Faith always in mind.

Opinions are varied as to the format of the magazine; the small print
used does allow more items to be included; the content of the articles is
invariably of a high standard, but rarely is one received more applicable to
the younger membership. Is this just amother church magazine? Has
it a particular function for the Church? It is considered that it has such
and does offer to the Church the opinion of those who so faithfully serve
the church in its liturgical life.

A

The liturgical life of the Church has indeed been emphasised these
past few years and within recent months great publicity has been given in
bath the secular and religious press to the changes in the ways of worship
in the Roman communion and the proposed era of rethinking in the Church
of England in its presentation of the word and sacraments. Articles in
this issue point out the basis for these events, which is indeed to present
the Body of Chtist to His World to bring all to the realisation of the love
of God.

{

But the tenor of life goes on in the Guild. During these months
chapters will be reviewirig. their progress (it is hoped) in the past twelve
months and at Easter once again as many as possible are asked to be present
at the Guild’s Easter Festival and Annual General Meeting in Munster
Square to hear of the Guild’s achievements and to unite in the worship of
our church at the Queen of festivals, Easter. ~ We may reflect on our past
but let us go forward into the future as a great brotherhood, upholding
the faith and doing all to the glory of God. o
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LITURGY AND LIFE

by the Revd Canon Downawp NicHoLsON

1T IS a strange thing to fee! over 400 years old! I sometimes do; because
1 happened to be brought up in South Yorkshire at a church where we
practised what used to be called the Sarum Rite, which means the Sarum
Ceremonial: preparation of the elements before mass and solemn procession
thereof at the offertory, clerk in tunicle, servers in albs, and so on, At the
same church we used (after the disastrous Prayer Book debates of the
twenties) the rite of 1549, the first Prayer Book of King Edward VI, and I
suppose that the combination of that liturgy and the late mediaeval cere-
monies was precisely what the people of England had to get to know for
-those three turbulent and uncertain years before the appearance on the
liturgical scene of the 1552 Prayer Book.

The next fow years of my life—after “the 1549 period”—were spent becoming familiar
with the various adaptations, statutory and local, of the Book of 1552 (still the basir of the
only authorised liturgy available in England).

Then I went off to Scotland and therc found in use a modern version of the Scottish
Prayer Bock of 1637, so ill-timed in its production, so ill-tccommended by its unpopular
royal warrant, so decisive in overthrowing within the year the restored Episcopate in
Scotland. Nevertheless that rite has been itself restored and improved through the
centuries and has become the basis of most of the revised liturgies throughout the Anglican
Communion. Its introduction into the Amecrican Church was part of the Concordat
sikgncd in Aberdeen on November 15th, 1774, by the newly-consecrated Bishop Seabury
of Connecticut and the Scottish Bishops who had consecrated him.

Latterly, the Provincial Synod in the Scottish Church has promoted further deviations
and alternatives; and the ColB;gc of Bishops quite recently promulgated new—and more
revolutionary——permissions. These had the effect of bringing the Scottish Liturgy into
closer conformity as to shapc with the Roman liturgy as itsclf partially revised under the
Liturgical Constitution of the Vatican Council.

1t is perfectly certain that this procedure did mo# have the slavish following of Roman
practice as its aim; the point is that in these days all liturgical rcvision scems to have the
same objectives, and, however independently the various revision committees set to work,
the resulting liturgies—cxcept, it appears, in the Diocese of Syduey—have rematkable
points of resemblance with cach other. Such is the to-be-expected fruit of scholarship
and spititual concern when they can both be given due weight by experts and pastors.

‘This very long preamble is by way of introducing some comments on the prospect
which now faces the Church in England. Might I refer you—if you have bought or can
still obtain a copy—to the Chureh Observer for winter 1965-1966, which was devoted entitely
to the question, the praetical question, of liturgical reform. 1t was agreed at a mecting
last Scptember that other Catholic Societies and those religious Orders which issuc a
journal should in their scveral ways follow up the discussion in their Spring numbers.
Hence this article.

In passing, let us perhaps cxpress our satisfaction that the Proposed Prayer Book of
1928 did not in fact reccive parliamentary sanction at that or any other time. It was in
many ways unsatisfactory in itsclf and in the circumstances of its presentation. (My ald
history professor used to say: “The only good thing | know about the 1928 Prayer Book
is that it was rejected by Parliament. The only good thing 1 know about Parliament is
that it rejected the 1928 Prayer Book1”) Some of these “circumstances™ were adequately
condemaed thirtg years later in a memorandum of the Liturgical Commission presented
to the Lambeth Conference of 1958. Tt quotes Dr Bell of Chichester as saying that “the
whole method was from the very beginning wrong . . . . A revision of worship, of
Common Prayer, which is intended from the start to be used as an instrument for stopping
disobedience is at any rate not likely to promote the happiest results in the realm of worship*
© ““The revision of church services,”” continues the memotandum, “is one thing, the enforce-

ment of ecclesiastical discipline another . . . .7 ““There Is, of course, a rightful place for
* Pmyer Book Revision in the Church of England 1957, pp. 12 & 13,
1 1bid, p. 35.



discipline in the life of the Church, but we do not belicve that Prayer Book revision.

should he undertaken with disciplinary ends in view.”’t :
I have reproduced these sentences becausc they are relevant to the new situation of

1906, The Prayer Book (Alternative and Other Services) Measure 1965 takes cffect as from

May 1st, 1966. Its aim is ““to authorisc the use by way of experiment of alternative forms
of service deviating from the Book of Common Prayer and the usc of forms of service
for use on special occasions; and to authotise minor alterations in public prayer and for
purposes consncected therewith”, ‘

Since the announcement of the May 1st date, two documents have appeared which
either publish alternatives and deviations of which many are alrcady in common use by
local or other custom, or provide new forms of service altogether. Attached to these,
as an appendix, is 2 proposed new cucharistic rite.

The procedures for implementing this service (see Fr Riley’s article in The Chureh

Observer, pp. 6, 7) are—as would perhaps be expected—cumbrous and delaying, so much -

so as to nullify their effectiveness completely in cettain patishes whete no amount of
intelligent exposition on the part of those best qualified to provideit {not necessarily the
clcrgfy[) would sufficiently over-ride an opposition which might be invincibly prejudiced
and factious.,  Be that as jt may, a great step forwatd has been taken in the way of promot-
ing approved liturgical changes, consonant with the best scholarship and the most pressing
pastotal needs. o

To cuote The Chrurch Observer, ““ At last the Church of England is in a position to carry
out liturgical experiment, with a view to instituting permanent reform of the liturgy.
For long the wotship of the Chutch has been offered within the limits of forms which fail
adequately to demonstrate the meaning of what is done, or to reflect the riches of the
Church’s own theological thought.  No reform will be perfect or of eternal value, but the
Chutch now has an opportunity of making good at least the more glaring defects, so that
what is offered may be more truly the worship of the Church. If best use is to be made
of this opportunity, reform must test on sound knowledge in the Church at large; with
knowledge there must also be 2 desire that the liturgy shall really be the worship of the
Church and not of a local congregation only. Reform of the liturgy could and should
be 2 means of promoting unity in the Church of England.” :

The Observer provides a uscful article on the *Early Structure of the Mass™—and all
the new forms, Roman, Anglican, South Indian, look back to this primitive shape—
cmphasising the true division of the rite into the Ministry of the Word and the Ministry
of the Sacrament; and reminding us of the four-fold pattern of the cucharistic action:
He took, He blessed, He broke, He gave.

A further article reviews the reforms of the XVIth and XVIith centurics, passing
reference to which was made at the beginning of these notes. New and recent reforms
and experiments—as as Taize, S Mary’s (Anglican) Abbey at West Malling, and a proposed
ritc emanating from the Diocese of Southwark—are also discussed. In short, the whole
topic is given a most effective exposition soundly based on geod learning and administrative
cfhiciency. :

This brings us back to another important point in the Measure itself. We are now
iven a new definition of the term “lawful authority”, restricting it more explicitly to the
old “statutory” services and to thé new permissions, alterations, revisions and replacements.
This is meant to do away with the mental reservations and disingenuous intetpretations
which have in the past been adopted by clergy, Catholic and Evangelicat alike. (“Some
Evangelical and Central Churches display 2 cheerful freedom from bondage to the exact
Prayer Book forms™*) : :

In fact, it might be questioned whether the new definitions do really dispose of the
difficulties raised by the late Mt Justice Vaisey in 2 Memorandum attached to the Report
on “The Canon Law of the Church of England” (S P C K, 1947 edition, pp. z15-223).
He said there that the proposed attempt to mitigate the obscurity of the words “except so
far as shall be ‘0rdered by lawful authority” reduces without wholly removing the area
of uncertainty which the nature of the subject inevitably creates, It is perhaps still ““true
in a sense to say that nobody can be sure what the words mean, even to himself or to
anybody else, and that theit effect has been to convert an obligation which it was impossible
to petform into one which it is mpossible to understand.” One thing certain is that the

* Ihid, p.’ 15:




obligation to “use the forin” cannot be meant to be observed” as meticulously as if it
wete an incantation in which a misplaced or added or omitted syllable would destroy or
imperil its efficacy”.

The whole Memorandum is a brilliant condemnation by a lawyer of interpretations
which can only be regarded as “legalistic”.  After all, he says, even lawfu! authority must
be “looked for with a measure of otdinary common sense” and goes on to declare that
“the Christian virtue of obedience is hardly likely to be susceptible of exposition in a
succinct and summary form”.

It is certainly not for this writet to expatiate in detail as to the effect of all this on the
promises and “subscriptions” made at Ordinations and Institutions and as to the effect of
those promises themselves on the liturgical ordering of the life of a parish. Some bishops,
it is known, are consulting with their clergy—members of FCP, CB §, etc.—about this
particular aspect of the Measure. This seems highly laudable. It seems equally laudable
that their Lordships should remember the true concetn of ‘priests for the spiritual need
and enrichment of their people and that nothing would be more disappointing to the
priest, Evangelical or Catholic, than any renewed attempt to “use” the Measure as the
self-same disciplinary stick which the Lambeth Memorandum so rightly deplores:

Times have changed and are changing: Liturgy is coming to life and coming to tetms
with life (and let it not do so at the expense of a true understanding of its own purpose!
Dean Inge used to say that “he who marries the spirit of today will be a widower
tomortow™!) . . . . Experiment, trial and error are necessary and ate now to be tolerated,
nay, encouraged. Co-operation and sometimes mutual congession will rightly be expected:
bishops, priests and people share in all this, remaining always aware that all liturgy is
“done” (*do this”} in the presence and the light of Him who will come, Tt is hete thar
the Church “sces in the consecration of material things the pledge of the final regencration
of all things and in the Divine Gift to its members that which may preserve their bodies
and souls unto evetlasting life”.*

This is to carry the matter beyond the realms of discipline and controversy and
uniformity. That there will never be.  But as L V Powles says in his “Introduction to the
Liturgies of the Anglican Communion™, “So long as there are men on earth there must
be liturgics. Perhaps there is an ideal pattern, an archetypal liturgy, whose shadow lies
across our rites yet can never be quite revealed in any one of them. It is to the honour
of Cranmer that he gave our English use the words ‘until His coming again’ which carry
our thoughts forward through countless centuries of worship, till at the end of time all
our cuchatists become tevealed as one and find their consummation in the Marriage of
the Lamb”. It is only thus, sub specie aeternitatis, that we can in our worship hope for
fulfilment life and love; for peace and unity.

* Ihid, p. z2.

NO RUBRICS

by the Revd D ] BRECKNELL

" FOR SERVERS - and for priests — one of the most interesting and signifi-
cant things about the “Alternative Services” which were published by
SP CK just before Christmass last year, and “‘recommended by the Arch-
bishops of Canterbury and York to be introduced to the Convocations and
the House of Laity”, is the almost complete absence of any rubrics zbout
ceremonial, We are so used to service books which include a lot of
directions about what we shall do—even if, like those in the Book of
Common Prayer, they are universally more honouted in the breach than in
the observancel-—that it strikes us as odd that even a “Draft Order” should
give no indication at all as to how the service is to be done!

This absence of detailed rubrics, which could be followed almost mechanically in
order to “produce” the ceremonial of the mass, without any true understanding of its
significance or purpose, is part of the new understanding of worship which is growing
among all Christians. Ceremonial which is just done *“‘cortectly”, *“in accordance with
the rubrics” can often mercly confuse the worshippers—especially when “the full cere-

monial” is ctamped into a modest sanctuary in an attempt to do all that the ceremonial
books indicate! Ceremonial which is designed only to forward the action of the mass,
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and not just to add dignity or solemnity to it, is no longer a soutce of puzzlement to the
congregation, and there is less risk of it becoming, as it sometimes has in the past, almost
anend initself. The Liturgical experts of the Church of England, in the proposed services,
have omitted rubrics in order to give freedom in adapting the rite to the conditions of
any particular church building. .

In this they are adopting the same approach to the question of bow the mass is to be
donc—how the essentially simple action of the eucharist is to be cleatly understood and
taken part in by Christians today—as the experts of the Roman Catholic Church.  Thete-
fore the changes which have been recently implemented in the Roman Rite are of interest
to all those who are concerned that S Paul’s injunction “Let all things be done decently
and in order” shall be put into practice in the worship of parish churches in the Church
of England. These changes are the direct result of the instructions given to the experts
by the bishops at the Vatican Council in the “Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy”: *“The
rite of the Mass is to be revised in such a way that the intrinsic nature and purpose of its
several parts, as also the connection between them, may be more clearly manifested, and
that devout and active participation by the people may be more easily achieved.”

The following notes on this “new-look” ceremonial of the Roman Rite can only
indicate principles to be followed: all who ate involved in the eucharistic action—ptiests,
servers, choit and congregation, each with their own patt to play, which must not be
usurped—can, by their understanding of the ptinciples, and putting them into practice,
hoth deepen their own life as Christians, and ago make clear to the enquirer something of
the true significance of the eucharist. ‘

1. General Principles

The Mass, of course, consists of two services in one—the ministry of the word, the

fotemass, the mass of the catechumens, or, in the old Church of England way of talking,
the ante-communion, and the ministry of the sacrament, the mass of the faithful, the plead-
ing of the sacrifice, the Lord’s supper. On certain occasions in earlier history, these two
services have been held separately—for example, at one time the Maundy Thursday evening
mass had no ante-communion, while the service of Good Friday had, as indeed it has'today,
only the first part of the service, with no actual consecration of the sacrament, (There
is a certain enthusiasm in Roman Catholic circles today for the extension of the vse of
the liturgy of the word as a service in its own right, fu{ﬁlling the purpose of the Church
of England’s public office of morning and evening prayer in giving further opportunity
for hearing and understanding the Biblc:)

Because there are two services, with different aims, and different histories, in the mass,
it i§ no more than common-sense to approach the conduct of them from different points
of view. So we have to accustom ourselves to having different centres of attention during
mass, instead of being centred solely upon the altar. The ante-communion is a service
for instruction: therefore it is likely to fail in its purpose if it does not always—at least
when thete is a considerable congregation, on Sundays and holy days—include a sermon
cxpounding the texts which are read as lesson and gospel. Similatly, these texts ought
to be audible and intelligible: chanting them, originally a device to make them audible as
a greater distance in a large basilica when such a formal manner of “specech’ was not
uncommon, is nowadays too often a device preventing the lessons being heard and under-
stood, especially as the stresses of the tones, even when carefully practised, do not match
the stregses of spoken English over-welll 'The communion, in which the sactifice of our
Lord on the cross is offered, is not something “belonging” to the priest—it is the action
of the whole people of God. So there is simplification of gesture, and a reduction of
quasi-private prayer, on the patt of the celebrant.

2, Ceremonial Practice (a) The Ante-Communion .

A suitable place is needed for the reading of the lessons.  There is no need for more
than one, and if the pulpit is convenient it can very properly be used. There must also
be a place from which the celebrant can preside over the service, and lead the prayers of
the priestly people of God, (The “Prayers of the Church”, as the draft order of Com-
munion calls the intercession, are placed, with the “communion devotions™, fzfore the
offertory action).  The sedilia may be used, but if it is tucked away behind the choir and
choit-stalls, as in many English churches, it is perfectly possible, and considerably more
sensible, to use one of the clergy stalls, ot even a-chair or stool placed outside the choit.
The altar has neither missal nor sacred vessels on it, but the can:flcs are lighted.

Prcparatotz prayers are said “before the altar”, which need not mean “Withiri the-
the people join in them, If the choir sings the introit chant, which it does,

sanctuary”, if :
as the ministers enter, the celebrant does not read it to himself. (An aspect of the mass being
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the action of the whole people of God: nothing is said, sung or read more than once!)
When incense is used, the altar is censed by going completely round it, if this is possible.
After the Kyries and *Gloria in excelsis, in which everybody joins in, cither vocally or,
if the music 1s “grand”, mentally, the collect: that concludes the introductory part of mass,

The ministry of the word follows: the lesson or lessons can be read by any suitable

erson—an imporeant duty in which servers will certainly play their patt, although other
ay people, not vested in cassock and surplice, cught to share in it.  The gospel can be
read by any priest or deacon, even though it is not a “high mass”. Otherwise, the cele-
brant will read it, from the pulpit or lectern, and retaining his vestments.

The sermon, whether it follows the gospel, or comes after the creed, will be
“liturgical”.

In the *Creed, sung by everybody, the genuflexion occurs only on Christmas Day
and the Annunciation of OQur Lady. On other days it is replaced by a bow, so that the
customary “‘hush”, with the singing continued only by the choir, will no longer descend
at this central statement of the creed!

The intetcession, and the communion devotions, if they precede the Offertory, are
said without going to the altar; otherwise in the ordinary way.

(b) The Communion

At the Offertory, the missal and the sacred vessels are brought to the altar, by an
assistant priest, or by a server. The bread-box and cructs are brought to the centre of the
altar. If the “prayer over the offerings”—the “secret” in the missal—is said, it is said
aloud, and leads into the dialogue before the preface.

At the end of the preface, which is of course the bcginning of the consecration, the
truc “‘thanksgiving” of the mass, everybody joins in the ¥Samczus-Benedictus, including the
celebrant, and the deacon and subdeacon at high mass remain in their places to sing.
The bell is not rung, because the whole congregation is playing its part in the mass, and
is not deep in private devotions from which it needs awakening! Similarly, at the clcva-
tions, the bell is only rung once, gently.

Alljoin in the Lord’s prayer, while if the Agnus Dei is sung by the choir, the celebrant
docs not say it to himself, although he can join in the singing, with the usual gesturcs.

The communion, the fourth of the great actions of the mass, is properly a general
one: though of course it is a perfectly devout practice to be present at mass out of devotion
without receiving the sacrament, it should not be the normal practice: only unrepented
sin is proper reason for abstaining from the food of the soul!

After the ablutions, done at the centre of the altar, the missal is not moved to the right
hand side, but it may be moved in front of the celebrant when the sacred vessels have been
returned to the credence table. The postcommunion ‘prayer is said at the same place
as the rest of the second part of the mass.

3. Conclusion

The whole *“rubric-less” approach at first sight makes things more difficult: but by
reducing the number of things which are supposed to be “correct”, but have no present-
day reason, in the worship of almighty God, it assists the devotion of all thosc who rejoice
in their task of serving in the sanctuary (and also, very probably, affords less cause of dis-
traction to them when they happen to be in the congregation ).

The ante-communion is the ministry of the word—how can the church best hear the
wotd and ptay together? The communion is the ministry of the sacrament, the holy
family mcaf og Christians—how can the church best join together in this sacred celebra-
tion? By common-sense answers to these two questions all ceremonial can be simply
and decently otdered.

*In l(l.‘rlocria, Creed and Sanctus-Benedictus, bows are made anly at the Holy Name, and thete are no signs of
the Cross.

THOUGHTS ON THE VATICAN COUNCIL

by Dom Cyprian MartIN, Monk of Nashdom Abbey

RATHER INADVISEDLY, your dear and harassed editor has asked
me to think a thousand words about the Second Vatican Council which
Kas just sent the two thousand bishops of the Roman obedience back to
the wotld. Herewith, thefn, a few imptessions gathered without study;
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a few questions which may be clarified by experts in future articles, but
most of which history alone can settle. :

‘It was a glotious cxperience to be in 8 Peter’s when the excommunications wete
withdrawn and to know that in the East the same gesture of love was being made simul-
tancously.” I paraphrase the joy of a Council father who visited us at Nashdom just after
the end of his [abours in Rome, Here is an opportunity for Christians who have grown
apatt to hegin dialogue, learning to understand one another and to entich cach other’s
conception of the gospel.  Penitence replaces the imperious demand to return to Rome.
‘If we all truly seck Christ we shall find one another in Him.’

There may be hope of a ncw approach to the problem of healing schism in Vatican
*1¥’s ‘Constitution on the Church’. If we start with the fact'of the Church and our common
‘baptism, old arguments about the history of the ministry can be seen in perspective.

Straight from the exhilarating experience of living, working and praying with his
brother bishops from all over the wotld—and bishops arc very loncly people—our visitor
enthused about the ‘rencwal of’ theology—not ‘a new’ theology. He nosed through
recent additions to the library to sec if they had been influenced by the thinking of the
Council. “We bishops in the bush have been living on theology we swotted up twenty

cars ago.’

Y . Pogc John hoped a Council would let a little fresh air into the stuffy atmosphere of
Vatiéan City. Whether reformers are pleased or disappointed with the results, says
Hans Kung, a Getman theological adviser at the Council, depends on thelr disposition.
If you expected all your drecams to come true, you will be disappointed that reforming
principles have not yet been carried to their logical conclusion, e.g. participation at mass
has not affected the silent canon except for its last phrase. But if you are grareful for
what is politically possible you will rccognise that the acts must be a compromise but do
represent 2 real beginning. . .

*Juridicism is dead,.” proclaimed our weary but elated missionary rcturning to Africa.
My dictionary doesn’t know the word but 1 gather that what it is hoped is dead is the
attitude to theology, religion and liturgy which is concerned with the letter of the law, to
the neglect of the spirit which is the source of the law, But js juridicism dead? He
recounts how he criticised the scheme on fasting, ‘[t leaves out what should be in and it
leaves in what should be out.  Juridiciem is still there, penance is not. It is no use
substituting 2 new law to be applied blindly by some and got round by others. We

. must trust the pcople, giving them reasoned principles to guide them—and the opportunity
of sacrifice.” . .

Ominous is the sound of the recent story of Cardinal Ortaviani, villain of Robert
Kaiser’s ‘Inside the Council’, and still head of what used to be called the Holy Office.  He
is reported to have cxplained amicably, “When an old cop hears the law is to be changed he
docsn’t like it, but when the law has been changed then that’s the law he has to enfotce.”
Perhaps that sounds as though the Curia is going to accept the decisions of the Council.
It could also mean that they don’t understand the meaning of the changes inaugurated or
furthered by the Council—which meaning is 1 believe a change of heart, a new attitude
looking behind the law to its purpose. i ‘

After four years of rethinking, imbibing this riew spirit, our informant returns to
meet his priests and people and discuss with them what they, who together are theChurch, -
are'now called to 'do for the redemption of their corner of the wotld. Many of them
already share theit bishop’s aspirations for vernacular liturgical texts, and for more native
pricsts and religious. They want to respect and use and Christianise native culture.
Pray that they may agrec on what can be done and what must be begun now. Pray
that central authotities in Rome help and not hinder. Pray for the elected representatives
of the bishops who are to meet in Rome from time to time to carry on the work of the
Council so that the Western Church may be kept open to the inspiration of God.

“The Open Church® is the title of Novak’s book on Vatican 1. The window thrown
up by Pope John has let in a rushing mighty wind. Pray that the Church at every level
may be open to learn from, and share its wisdom with, the old Israel, and Islam,
and paganism and humanism. The Church as envisaged at the Council, no longer seeks
to dominate, to indoctrinate, to demand submission; it comes to help man to find his true
fulfilment; it strives to get alongside man where he is, in order to save him and be saved
with him, : :

Now the Pope calls the Church to celebrate a jubilee to rejoice in the liberating spirit
of the Council and apply its insights to the renewal of the life of the local community.
This is no light task, and one in which we can help by cach opening our minds to inspira-
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tion. How casy it is to fasten on some new fad and think this is the answer to all the
Church’s needs! We often expect others to change their ideas without giving reasons, .
while we cling to our own old ways, assumptions and attitudes, Let it not be said of us,
‘He is too old-to rethink’,

EASTER

by Avrvan Coorrr

The eatly morning sheds its golden ray;
The clouds all brighten;
The slanting shadows slowly steal away;
The hills all lighten;
No gloomy tomb enfolds Thee;
No earthly portal holds Thee;
Risen Lord, alleluia!

How the bright beams proclaim Thy glorious power,
And own Thy rising]
How the glad earth unfolds Heaven’s golden hour,
Death’s gloom despising!
Thou King of all cteation,
0 -We give Thee adoration;
' Risen Lord, alleluial

To Thee, O glorious King of Heaven and Earth,
- Thee, our Great Splendour,
To Thee we raise our hymn in joy and mirth
- And-homage render,
To Thee Who bursts Death’s dwelling,
QOur love and praise compelling,
Risen Lord, alleluia!

Thou tookest for our gain our human form
And conquered dying,
Rending Hell’s gates, where fearsome terrors swarm,
.. Their dread defying
We sing Thy resurrection
We hymn Thy full perfection
Risen Lotd, alleluia!l

God of God, Light of Light, Eternal Son
Hell’'s gates are broken
This Easter morn new life is now begun
With Thee out token,
Death’s' former bonds are riven,
~'To Thee be glory given,
Risen Lord, alleluial
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THINGS SEEN AND HEARD

by Ebsmunn

. WESTMINSTER ABBEY is nine hundtred yeats old! ‘The fact has been
noted in newspapers and in broadeasts thaton Holy Innocents’ day, 1065,
. a new church, built by the piety of King Edward the Confessor was con-
secrated. Within the year Edward was dead and buried in his new church
. and on the succeeding Christmass Day William of Normandy was crowned
" King, close to the spot hallowed by the body of his presently canonised
ptedecessor. Here every crowned English sovereign has since been
. crowned. But the history of “the Abbey” is part of the history of England,
which it so remarkably reflects. Here are buried kings and princes, states-
men, soldiers, scientists, poets, musicians, and even actresses, and their
monuments, or some of them, have been a point in controversy for two
hundred years. Whatever one thinks of these monuments they are part

of England. In the midst of them the daily offeting of prayer and praise-

is made today as in days gone by, here “this our sacrifice” is still pleaded,
and here, in the midst, in the chapel to which it was translated by Henry III,
who began the rebuilding of the church in 1245, lies still the body of Edwatd,
Saint, King, and Confessor.

The Benedictine community which was dissolved by Hentry VIII
and reformed by his daughter Mary T finally gave way in 1561 to a Dean
and Chapter and to their successors of today has fallen the otganisation
of a great year of events to commemorate these nine hundred years. A
handsome brochure lists these events, too numerous to mention hete,
arranged undet the theme “One people”, the whole of mankind as one
people, the children of God.

It is interesting to see. that on March 19th, 8 Benedict’s Day, there is
to be a service “for membets of the Benedictine communities in the United
Kingdom and overseas”. How many people realise that in the complex
of buildings to the south of the Abbey, incotporated in Deanery, Canons’
. houses and Westminster School remains the completest outlay of the
~ buildings of a medieval Benedictine monastery 'in Europe?

During this year an exhibition on the theme of “One People” is mounted
in the Chapter House, where one can see photographs of works of co-
opetation and aid being carried on today, with some reminders of past
days. At the end is a startling painting of the Crucifixion. In the Undet-
. croft is an exhibition of “Abbey Tteasures”, various documents, some of
the splendid copes dating from Charles II's and other coronations, funeral
. effigies of various kings and queens and others, as well as the famous wax-
works. There is the astonishing head from Henry VII’s funeral efhigy
and seeds found with the straw which stuffed the body of the effigy in 1509,
1 am sure we all wish the Abbey well.

I was interested to hear, in the Christmass Eve Carol sexvice from King's
College, Cambridge, last December part of that wonderful and mystic
carol which hegins “Tomorrow shall be my dancing day”, sometimes called
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““The sacred dance of Jesus™, with its refrain, “Sing oh my love, oh my love,
my love, my love, This have I done for my true love!” More recently
1 heard a choit perfox:m Gustav Holst’s setting of these words, Since the
1920’s a copy has hung in Thaxted church and the late Fr Conrad.Noel
once had a letter from his blshop saying that some friends of his had been
pained to see “a secular song dlsplayed in the church! .

Recently I he’trd a story of a small gu:l who was bemg very mattentwe
at Sunday school.  “Celia”, said the teacher, “don’t you want to learn 1bout
heaveri?” “No,” she said firmly, “I want it to be a glorious surprise.”
Was she Wiser then she knew? Weren’t the last words of B1shop Gore
“Transcendent glory” ?

A GOODLY HERITAGE S
by the Revd W H BARNARD : T ' ‘ !

(3) CHURCH AND STATE under the Notmans

HOWEVER SCANTY our historical knowledge may be, most of us know
the date of the Norman Conguest, 1066. It marks the last large-scale invasion
of Britain by Buropean races and the beginning of modern England. The
next four centuries see the gradual growth of #he Medieval Chureh to its apex
and decline. It is the great age of statesmen-ecclesiastics; a complicated
period, of which some understanding is necessary since the much discussed
relationship of Church and State today had its seeds sown in this period.

The Normans, ot Northmen, were of Scandinavian and Danish stock,
restless, adventurers energetic, with a born passion for ruling. They were
also qulck -witted and open to new ideas, so that when eventually they won
Normandy and came in contact with Tatin and Mediterranean civilisation,
they quickly absorbed its best points, became Christians, encouraged learn.
ing, built great castles and noble cathedrals.

The mixture of races i# Britain had gradually fused and the Norman
conguerors found the country fairly united in contrast with eatlier divisions
of small tribes and kingdoms. But Englishmen had had little contact with
the Continent and had settled down, both in teligion and secular affairs,
into a lethargic and unenterprising state. The vigorous Normans set
about immediate reforms and seized the best positions in Church and
State. ‘They imposed their Norman-French as the language of the court
and officialdom, introduced new methods of building, education, and
generally brought new life into a stagnant country. There was no attempt
to crush the English out of existence and for some centuries both races and
languages went side by side till gradually they were fused into one whole.
Norman reforming zeal swept like a'clean wind through the English Church.
Energetic Norman bishops moved their sees from the country to the large
towns. New schools and churches were built, monasteries reformed and
invigorated, and important decisions taken, such as the separation of
Church coutts from civil courts, which had repercussions later with conflict
between Church and State. W3lkiam, the Conqueror, also enacted that no
Pope should be recognised in England without royal authority, that the
:Church should pass no new canon or church law, or eéxcommunicate his
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subjects without his consent (shades of Henry 8th, five centuries later!).
Yes, William I was a strong, responsible ruler and a good churchman.
Unfortunately, his successors were of a different calibre and struggles
between King and Archbishop, King and Pope, Church Law and Civil
Law marred the years that followed.

Henry the second (1154) set himself to restote order, aided by Thomas-
a-Becket at Canterbury. Both were great men, with a real desire for the
common good, but their ideas clashed and many quarrels culminated in
Becket’s mutder (1170). This brought freedom for the Church.

King Jobn, like his father Henry, wished to make the toyal authority
strong, but for his own ends. Archbishop Stephen Langton, a strong man,
threw the weight of the Church on to the side of the barons and people
against John’s tyranny. The outcome of the struggle was Magna Carta
(1215) and freedom for the people.

From about 1215 - 1253 as conflict between the Papacy and the Crown
deepened, we notice the working out of papal supremacy. The question
at issue was whether bishops should receive the symbols of their office from
Pope or King, since the bishop, as a Prince of the Church owed allegiance-
to the Pope, and as a temporal lotd, to the King. In a battle of wits some
times one gained the ascendancy sometimes the other. The outcome we
will consider next time.

Our congratulations to Father Barnard, who recently celebrated his Sacerdotal
Silver Jubilee.

“em—ATIONS”

by FatHEr CHARLES

CONTEMPLATION. This wotd is frequently used to desctibe those
who devote themselves to prayer and meditation, rather than to active
works of charity. No doubt such a life, in order to be real, implies a voca-
tion of no otdinary kind. That there are such people we can have no doubt
for the existence of various teligious orders of contemplatives is proof
that some are called of God to this life.

Not all contemplatives, however, are members of religious orders, for in my own very
limited experience I have met people living in the wotld who undoubtedly had received
the call to contemplation. To begin with they were what might be roughly described as
mystics; that is, Feop]e who scemed to have an immediate awareness of God quite apart
from sacramental means. Mystics, moreover, ate not ¢onfined to Christianity, for there
are Mohammedan and Hindu mystics who have a very vivid sense of the unseen world,
How to attain to contemplation 13 not casy to cxplain, but I think one way is by means of
regular meditation. Inthe midst of such an exercise one may find oneself, caught up as it
were, to a state in which the things of earth become less real than the things of heaven.
Of one thing it is well to be on one’s guard against; do not mistake day-dreaming for
contemplation. Believe me it is quite easy to fall into such a mistake. Many people
would probably dismiss the contemplative orders as lazy-lay-abouts who never do any-
thing useful. How utterly mistaken they are, for in every contemplative otder a great
deal of time is devoted to manual work, for these men and women, in many instances,
grow and ptroduce their own food, as well as affording hospitality to others. -

CONVOCATION, Literally, people called together. The name however is usually
confined to the provincial synods of Canterbury and York. These bodies are centuries
older than the national Parliament, for their origin is to be found in the ecclesiastical re-
organisations of Archbishop Theodore in the 7th century. Originally, the assemblies
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consisted of prelates only, but in the 13th century priests were admitted to sit with the
bishops in council. Later in the century the clergy of each diocese were allowed to clect
two proctors to represent them.  This was the beginning of an attempt to counter-
balance the latge proportion of “official” clergy who sat in the convocations, c.g. deans
of cathedrals, arch-deacons, etc. At the present time the representation of the parochial
clergy has been very much increased, one proctor being clected for, roughly, each group
of 70 clergymen. Even so, the official clement in the convocations is unduly large, and
in fI‘:ractkze it sometimes happens that a combination of episcopal and “official” votes can
defeat the known wishes of the elected proctors, Since the time of Edward 15t the con-
vocations have consisted of two houses, the upper house containing the diocesan hishops,
and the lower housc the “official clergy” and the elected proctors. The upper house in
cach province is presided over by the archbishop, whilst the lower house sits under the
presidency of its elected prolocutor. At the time of Edward 1st the king was anxious
to sctew as much as possible out of the cletgy by means of taxation, and %rom his reign
onwatrds until 1664, the convocations were the organs by which clerical taxation was
carried through,  They were also, and still azé, the highest spiritual authority in the Church
of England. The convocations can make canons and decide matters of doctrine and
discipline. and provided none of these activities conflict with the doctrine and discipline
of the Universal Church, they should be regatded as binding upon the consciences of
every loyal member of the church,  Elections to convocation vary from diocese to diocese,
In some, election is by show of hands although a postal vote may be demanded. In others
it is by proportional reptesentation, a method which sometimes has unexpected results.
In other dioceses it is, I believe, still by means of a straight vote, as in parliamentary election.
Before an clection the candidates usually send election addresses to their constituents
and when it comes to voting the elector has carefully to weigh the merits of the respective
candidates; for example he may consider Mr X as doctrinally unsound, but a good man
to look aftet the interests of the parochial clergy. Mzt Y on the other hand may be a good
Catholic but inclined to sit lightly to the interests of the clergy in such matters as the
parson’s freehold, cte. In fact the clerical clector has as many things to consider before
giving his vote, as does 2 conscientious elector in a parliamentary constitvency, Thete
ate of course men who will always vote for, the candidate of theit party, and the clergy
are no exceptions to this very general rule.  There are occastons when the two convocations
sit together and then they may be rightly considered as the Church of England by tepre-
sentation. I should imagine that this will be the case if and when union with the
Methodists is brought about. Many suggestions have been made for the reform of the
convocations but there is not space to consider them here, For many years canon law
revision has occupied many weary hours of convocation debates, and still we scem to be
a long way off the promulgation of new canons in their entirety. This delay is partly due
to every suggestion having to be dcbated in the four houses of the two convocations
and agreed upon. One very desirable reform would be a method to speed up debates
and to cut out time-wasting speeches. I write from personal experience as a proctor,

CREMATION. This is so well known that there is hardly need for a note in this serics.
As a method for disposing of human remains there is much to be said for it. It conflicts
with no doctrine of the Catholic Faith although the Roman Communion forbids ‘it for
its members, This is a matter of discipline with them for the modern practice of crema-
tion was first advocated by continental free-thinkers, and the Roman Chusch authorities
felt that in popular estimation cremation was for those outside rather than for Christians.
Having officiated at cremations in widely separated crematoria I cannot say that T am per-
sonally attracted to the practice. I remember the last such funeral was accompanied in
the chapel by gramophone recotds of the Dead March in “Saul” and the “Marche Funebre””.
It all scemed horribly mechanical, an effect that was not obliterated by the attendant,
dressed in black, with black shiny hair, and exuding an oily sympathy, accompanied by a
toothy smile, that also seemed capable of being switched on or off by some mechansim.
Howeévcr, don’t let these sentiments prevent you from being cremated if you feel like it,

REVIEWS

Let us give thanks. Church Literature Association. 4/6d.

With a limp cloth cover, text by David Palmer and bold modern illustrations by
Bernard Lodge this companion to the Mass with the words and actions on the right-hand
page and thoughts on the left-hand page certainly does indeed help all to take a fuller
part in the Eucharist. It would be an acceptable gift to all candidates for Confirmation,
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Serving at Mass. Church Literature Association.

Here is a new and simple mass book for all servers, with as far as possible the latest
uses of the Western Rite, containing the full text of the service. Al that the server says
is in heavicr type and actions arc in red type.  Handy for the cassock pocket this is a must
for all servers,

WDV

MONASTICISM (contd)

by the Revd A WirTsHIRE
THE DAILY LIFE

ALTHOUGH the hours of service and the type of work differed a little
in the various religious orders, the life in general was common to all. A
monk’s year was divided into summer and winter, the former being from
Easter to September. His day was the natural day from sunrise to sunset,
consisting of twelve hours, varying in length according to the seasons.
Although it actually began at midnight when the first and longest service
of the day took place.

The sacrist and his assistants, together with the sub-prior, were up early to prepare
the church and convent for this nightly vigil. Awakened by the sub-priot ringing the
bell, the brethren crossed themselves, rose and put on those parts of their habit in which
they had not slept, their night boots of soft leather, said theit prayets, and waited seated
_ upon their beds with their heads covered in their hoods, until one of the bells tolled quietly.
They then went down into the choir, a junior carrying a lantern before them to show the
way.
Y In the choir the juniors occupied the stalls nearest the altar, the seniors those furthest

away. ‘The abbot and prior stood outside the door until all the community had passed
. in before them. Their entrance into the choir was signalised by all rising from their
knees and returning theit salutation, and at ence the triple prayer and the gradual psalms
~ were recited. At the end, those monks who had other duties to perform left, and the
second ringing of the bell announced the start of matins.

At the beginning of the lessons, the appointed reader fetched a candle, mounted the
lectern steps, and held it so that the light fell upon the place of his reading.  Each lesson
was read by a different monk.  On the feast of the twelve lessons the preparations for the
service were made during the singing of the Te Deum, servants bringing in a portable
lectern, others the cope and vestments of the colour of the day, and the sacrist, with great
solemnity bringing the gospels from the altar. He then conducted the officiating priest to
the desk, vested him in his cope and pointed out the place for him to read, whilst the

servers came with lights and incense. The priest then chanted the appointed gospels
and finished with the praycts for the day, the bell then being rung for lauds. During the
interval, it was necessaty to trim the lantern over the great lectern, and the monks either
remained in their places or were permitted to walk in the cloisters to restore their circula-
tion. When the bell ceased tolling the second setvice began, and at its conclusion between
1.0 a m— 2.0 a m the monks returned in procession to their dormitory, led as before by
a junior with a lantern. They then went to bed. During these carly services one of the
monks, called a circator, went round the church with a lantern to see that no brother went
to sleep or was overcome by drowsiness. If he did find one, he placed the lantern before
his eyes and shook him, and then returned to his own place. The monk then had to take
up the lantern, until he also found a monk in like condition, when the same thing was
repeated.

DAYBREAK
. The community was agrin awakened at daybreak by the tinging of a bell, and, dressed
"in their day clothes, had to be seated in choir before the bell stopped.

Prime was not a long service, but immediately after it the great bell rang for the early
mass intended for the scrvants and workpeople at which the convent was not hound to
attend. The brethren went into the cloister, washed themselves and combed their hair,
There are careful directions how this was to be done, “the brethren were not to blow their
noses on the towels or to remove dirt with them”.
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The senior pricsts then prepared to say their private masses, othess took books into
the cloister, and there read and sang in an undertone, the novices going to their appointed
placed to be taught, Befote the next service, should it aot be a fast day, the brethren
wete allowed some small refreshment, called mixtum, consisting of a quarter of a_pound
of bread and a thitd of a pint of becr or wine, taken staading in the refectory, During
this, the first bell was kept ringing for morning mass, known clther a3 the Lady mass
because it was celebrated in the Lady-chapel, or as chapter-mass because it immediately
preceded moraing chapter.  The monks assembled in the cloister, and as the sccond bell
tolled, moved into church in procession.  Mass was said in a low andible veice with no
particular ceremnonial.  On its conclusion the bell then rang for the daily chapter. The
juniors went first in the order of procession into the chapter-house, and all stood and bowed
as the abbot passed through them. The prior then came forward and kissed the abhot’s
hand, bowing before and after the ceremony.,  When all had taken their scats, one of the
brethren went into the pulpit and read aloud the martyrology for the day; continuing, the
priest for the week tead certain psalms and collects, followed by a portion of the rule
assigned for the day, and by bricfs of the death of persons in whom the monastery was
interested.  The tables were then read on which were written the names of those brethren
who wete responsible for the weekly duties. Next there followed a scemon, usually
preached by the head of the house, after which the novices, lay-brethren, and strangers
taak their leave. The chapter then devoted themselves to the eorrection of faults,

After accusations the brethren considered the temporal business connected with the
house, the seating of charters, the admisston of novices or the commemoration of the
departed.  Should the chapter prove short and there be an interval before the next service,
the brethren had leave to talk in the cloister until the bell rang for Ticrce,

In some monastic houses this time was spent ia a differeac manner, a part of the
cloister being set apart for the menks’ parliament, the abbot ot prior being teady to hear
thase who sought for guidance, or had husiness to teansact with officials, also to discuss
mattets of policy or points of difficulty connected with the rule.  In another part the senior
monks met to hear a devotional reading and discuss iy afterwards, and in the western alley
the novices, together with two or three seniors asked questions about the ohservances or
cited perplexing passages for their interpretation, ordinary conversation was not-allowed!!

At the ringing of a bell all hooks were put away and the brethren prepared themselves)
for the next service, which was high mass. On this occasion the stalls nearest the altar
were occupied by the senior monks, If Tierce had not already been said it was the first
hout w be taken, and during it prepacations were made foc the blessing of the water.
Dinner followed mass, the brethten coming out of church in procession, first going to
the lavatory to wash their hands and faces, sharpen their knives and brush their hair.
After the meal, the monks had to wash their hands and then all went into church for
None. In summer-time they went up into the dorter for their midday zest, but never in
wintet.

When this was over, there was no service until Evensong or Vespers,  The brethren
occupied themselves in various ways teanscribing books or reading,  There novices were
given instruction, and there was time for recreation. At Durham theee was 3 green and
here the novices played bawls, the novice-master acting a5 wrnpire and in winter there was
often = skittle alley.

The monks were allowed to walk in the garden for exercise, and in some monasterics—
they kept strange pets; at Winchester, there were ‘apes, peacocks and bears’.  This was
the only time of the day when the brethren could relax from thelr duties and the services,
but with the ringing of the vesper bells at 6.0 pm and carlier in winter, all books were
replaced, games ended, and the monks took their places id choir.  Vespers was sung with
ceremonics which accorded to the feast day, the monks belng vested in cither cowls, albs
or copes, I aot a fast day they then went into supper in the frater, after which the monks
again returned to church for a short time, afterwards waiting in the cloister of the chapter
house according to the season in complere silénce untit collation. This consisted of a
reading, after which the monks had a choice of wine or beer in the frater.  This was
followed by Compline, which service being over, the mouks retired to their dormitory
2ad so to bed.

© Of considerable interest was the great Sunday procession. After the blessing of
water before the high altar, two pricsts with two brethren, previously chosen, procecded
to take the holy water round the buildiags.  Que paic wene theough all the rooms sur-
rounding the croistcr sprinkling each room and saying appropriate prayers; the other two
went o the darmitory, sprinkling each hed in tuen, returning through the infirmary
sprinkling the sick, aged and infirm, Meanwhile the Sunday procession had been
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formed. Tt went through the choir door on the furthest side from the cloister,
entered the transept and cach altar was sprinkled while the brethren sang an
anthem. It returned round the cast end, down the choir aisle with the transept
nearest the cloister, cach altar was sprinkled, and then passed through the eastern doorway
_ into the cloister. First walked thc bearer of the holy water, next the crucifer between
two acolytes with lighted candles, followed by the sub-deacon carrying the gospels in
front of the priest who was to celebrate mass. The monks, with the juniors at the head,
followed at a slow pace; the abbot, turning neither to the right or left, walking in the
. centre of the path and being the last in procession.

On Easter Day, Ascension Day, Pentecost and the Feast of the Assumption, pro-
cessions of great pomp took place, including the carrying of the shrine and relics, banners
and lights; all the monks dressed in copes, and the sacred ministers in tunicle and dalmatic.
The route always included 2 station in the cemetery. On Palm Sunday on its retusn, it
found the west door of the church shut fast; during the singing of the Gloria Laus, the
doors were thrown open and the procession cntered the church, making a station at the
rood, and as the bells rang out, passed into the choir for the high mass.

The daily life of the monk was minutely directed, one day differing but little from
another except for the special services and processions, and the difference between an
otdinary day and a feast day. Because of this direction, 8o tempets became frayed, quarrels
arose and, as time passed, the earlier ideals of the monastic life became tarnished and
wotldliness crept in. But it is always the worst which is remembered, not the good.
We must always remember this when we read of the judgment upon the monasteries—
that in them there were those who loved God and who tried to do His will,

CHANTRY BOOK

OF YOUR CHARITY pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brethren whose year’s mind falls in the month shown.

MARCH
BaiLey, F J (Pricst) 1965 OsporN, Sydney G 1960
BeLcher, Stanley 1963 PLuMrIDGE, Walter 1965
FrrzeeraLp, Denis G 1041 Rumssy, Victor W 1904
Norr, Cecil F 1956
APRIL
Cany, Charles D 1954 LinsTeAD, George A. 1965
CviLp, Leonard H. 1943 Nunn, Walter P G 1965
CramrroN, John E 1964 Owen, John FN 1051
Downey, Walter 1965 WestoN, Reginald G S 1965
Grant, Sidney (Pricst) 1964
MAY

BrnNETT, Frank (Pricst) 1962 Mann, James ID (Priest 1965
BerrerT, David R 1960 Narper, Sidney H 1957
Burcuer, John H. (Priest) 196§ PavnE, Alexander 19%8
Byrne, Maurice 1046 RoseveEaRre, Edward A (Priest) 1964
CasTLE, John A (Priest) 1964 SmrrH, Prederick B G 1663
Croow, Frederick (Priest 1936 TurNER, William D 1053

{Warden G S S) WarkeR, Bromley (Priest) 195§
Dunn, William G 1965 SmrtH, Frederick E G 1963
Huxnr, Edward G 1965 WinnNE, John A (Priest) 1065
KeLrock, Gilbert W 1964

RIP

This list will be published quatterly and the names of any to be included should be sent
with the actual date of death to the Secretary-General.
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OBITUARY
: Chatles Gill

Brother Charles Frederick Gill, me g, jp, who died at his home in Reading, in
November lust, aged 83 years, was a server at S Giles, Reading, for 63 years, and Mascer
of Cetemonies there for 30 years. He was oné of the cldest members of the Guild and
of the Reading Chapter in which he took an active Interest, He regulatly attended the
offices—almaost to within a few weeks of his death—and frequently attended Guild festivals
and the annual meetings in London,

A public figure in the town, he was a former Reading magistrate, a former chairman
and afterwards president of the Reading Labour Party, lay secretary to the Reading Ruri-
decanal Conference for nearly 20 years, and secretary of S Giles Parochial Church Council .
for a similar period. He was also a bellzinger for about 14 years. For 50 years he was
employed at Huntley & Palmers Ltd. In 1949 Mr Gill was awarded the Mm® E for his
public services,

A tribute to him was paid by the chaplain, the Revd Wyndham Edgar, vicar of §
Mary, Reading, at the Chaptet’s office. Mr Gill’s record of 63 years as a server was, he
said, an exemplary one, and an example to all to follow.

. The funeral service was at § Giles, Reading. The coffin was taken into church the

- previous night, and in the morning a requiem mass took place at which the vicar, Canon
Philip Miller, was celebrant, The chnr?]nin, with a number of brethren of the chapter

attended. .

Hugh Raymond Carson

Raymond Carson was admitted to the Guild in the bishop’s chapel in Horton Hall in
the mid-1930’s. Bro Carson was always one of our most reliable members, and his
friends in the Chapter will miss him very much. He will be remembered most of all for
his bubbling sense of fun, his wealth of ‘ecclesiastical’ jokes and stories, many of them based
on his own wide experience. Did you ever hear him imitate the holy fathet’s ‘In Nomine
Patri . . . .” as he heard it in Rome, in that Italianate Latin?

He did valuable work on the Chapter’s Committee.  His exposition of Church dactrine
and knowledge of books, his advice on reading and his influence in the ficld of plainsong
and the singing of the Guild office will be felt in the chapter for a long time to come.

Raymond Carson was a unique pcrsonali?r, and above all we shall remember, behind
his hearty sense of fun, the quiet confidence of a man of prayer. The chapter of 5 Blasius
counts it a privilege to have known him and worked with him.

Algernon Claude Chambers

Verger and sacristan of Grayshott parish church, Brother Chambers was for many
© years a member of the Guild, giving devoted work to his church and chapter. At his
funeral in November Canon A R Winnett, the vicar, referred to his perfectionist ideal and
" his distinctive qualitics of an eatlier age than of the present day. His greatest privilege
was to assist in the worship of God and in the tasks of His sanctuary,

Sidney Hand

Brother Sidney Hand died suddenly on November 19th 1965, this coming as a shock
to members of the chapter of Saint Jerome, who were on the eve of the observance of the
qoth anniversary of the founding of the Chapter, an event to which Bro Hand had been
looking fotward, particulatly as he had become a cripple owing to the loss of a leg some
time previously and so was unable to get about without assistance, but a promise had been
made that he would be taken to the festival service at the mother church of § Matk,
Mansfield. At this service reference was made from the pulpit by Fr Bayes, vicar, of the
long and faithful service Bro Hand had given as verger and sacristan of thedaughter church
of § Aidan. Bro Hand had faithfully carried out his duties there for over 30 years and
had been a member of the Guild most of that period. He had been responsible for 8
Aidans in the days of the old “Tin Mission” and had carried on the work in the new
church built some ten years ago.

A requiem the day after the funeral was said for him in S Aidan’s at which members
of the Chapter were present. May he rest in peace.
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The Attention of Servers
and all Catholics

IS CALLED TO
THE WORK OF

“The Guild of all Souls”

Founded March 1873

1

A Devotional Guild for Intercessory Prayer for the Dying
and for the Repose of the Souls of Deceased Members and
all the Faithful departed.

An Intercession Paper of names of the Departed is issued
Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book, for perpetual
remembrance is issued each year.

REQUIEMS, with commemoration by name on the
anniversary of death, are said daily at the Guild Chantry
Chapel at the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, Regular
requiems are also said at § Stephen’s Church, Gloucester Rd,

London SW 7, and in many benefices under the patronage
of the Guild.

Enquiries from:~
The Rev. The Secretary
G.A.S. Office
St. Dunstan’s Vestry
184a Fleet Street, London, E.C.4
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FROM THE WARDEN

MANY SERVERS will remember when | was rector of § Peter, London
Docks the centenary of the founding of the mission in Wapping by Father
Lowder was observed with great solemnity. A very large number of
servers from all over the country shared in that impressive service.

This year 1966, the centenary of the building of S Peter’s church is
to be observed. On September 1oth the anniversary of the death of Father
Lowder there will be a solemr high mass in § Peter, London Docks, at
11.15 a m, a juncheon in the Wainright Hall and then a visit to Chislehurst,
where Father Lowder lies buried. 'The present rector of § Peter’s has asked
me to invite all servers who can possibly attend to be present at the high
mass and if possible go to Chislehurst. T much hope many will do this
and if lunch is-required please write direct to the Revd M Foizey, S Peter’s
Cletgy House, Wapping, London, E 1, enclosing 7/6d the cost thereof.
Lianch must be booked well beforehand.

1 shall look forward to secing a multitude of the members of G 8 S in
Wapping on that day.

Every good wish and blessing,
JOHN B M FOX~

THE GS S IN SHAPE

by Davin L Baxrer .

HERE AT SHAPE (Patis) we have an international chapel where all
worship on Sundays on a rotational basis—really quite complicated as far
as time in concerned. The job of sacristan I do only for the Anglicans,
as the other faiths have their own people. I act as crucifer at other services,
at the moment I am the only server.

Last Christmass we had the usual services with a midnight celebration quite a long
way from SHAPE, 1t poured hatd with rain—making the whole journey quitc un-
comfortable, though with a reasonably sized congregation the effort was well worth-
while.

On the day after Christmass [ was privileged to take part in what I would call an
uni(iuc event. With our chaplain we went to celebrate a' Christmass communion for a
small British Army unit somc sixty miles from Paris. They ate out in the wilds tather
and at the ncarest small village the Roman Catholic priest has been looking after their
rcligious needs. He had invited us to use his rather small but beautiful church for cur
celebration immediately after he had held his own mass using his high altar and our own
chalice and paten.  The curé even offered the use of his vestments, but since our chaplain
does not use them he courteously declined. I was fortunate in being able to serve the
mass and to receive the sacrament on this occasion. Both the chaplain and 1 found this
vety moving, I made a special point of wearing my G $ S medal (I usually do wear it
anyway!) and feel I may have scoted a Guild “first time ever’.

The Curé was present duting our celebration in church and afterwards invited both
of us to lunch. This was a real French affair, lasting over four houts, despite the language
difficulty as the curé spoke no English.

In the main we did manage to make outselves understood, and T pray that the oceasion
will do something to help with the understanding between our churches.  What made
the occasion more especial was that the area where the church is was in the middle of
intensive fighting during the First -World War, and many British, Commonwealth and
other troops werc killed there. :
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e T T e e Lo e gty

Altar Breads

Fresh made by Anglican Convents
Priests 5/3 pertin of 50

Peoples 6/0 w e 250} Crucifix, two sizes
£-3-0 , . , 1,000

People's Monogram 5/9 per tin of 300

Seven Day Candles, per carton of twelve £i 100
Set of Glasses for same  White Outer 18 6
Red ,, £t 6

Superior Seven Day Candles, per carton of twelve £2 10 0
requires no cleaning of glass.

Widdowson Seven Day Elements.
per carton of 12 £2 140
each 4 6

Expendable Inner “Glass”, and for size can fit into a bell shaped
seven day Sanctuary Lamp Glass.

Sanctum Lights, 24 hour, per gross lights £215 0
also n six hour and twelve hour cartons
Agent for Diadem Brass and Silverware

full list of prices sent on application.

C. BRITTON & SON

53 ROBERT STREET, REGENTS PARK

LONDON, N.W.1.
EUSton 2576
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FORTHCOMING FESTIVALS

LASTER MONDAY, APRIL nth. EASTERN AREA FESTIVAL
S JOHN, FELIXTOWE .
12 noon High mass. 3 p.m. Guild office. ‘Preacher, the Revd C J Carrier.

Tea in church hall. Bro G Scurrell, 86 Dereham Avenuc, Ipswich, would like 10
know those intending to be present,

SATURDAY, APRIL :6th. EASTER FESTIVAL AND ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

1z noon High mass, S Mary Magdalcne, Munster Squarc
2,30 pm_ Meceting at International Students’ House, 229 Great Portland 5t.
5 pm Guild office, S Mary Magdalene, Munster Squarc

SATURDAY, APRIL 3oth. Rochester Cathedral

WHIT-MONDAY, MAY soth. WALSINGHAM

National Pilgrimage to Gur Lady’s Shrine
1 pm  High mass, procession ctc.
Preacher;: Bishop thp Wheeldon, Assistant Bishop of Worcester

SATURDAY, 1:th JUNE. GROUP 2 FESTIVAL, CANTERBURY.

3.15 pm Evensong, Cathedral, followed by pllgrlmagc conductor, the Rcvd D
Ingram Hill,

Tea following. Tickets 2/6 cach from ] Turner, 62 Pier Avenue, Herne Bay, Kent,
by 15t June. 5 A E please.

7 p m Office, S Peter church, Preacher, the Revd D Ingram Hill,

SATURDAY, sth OCTOBER. AUTUMN FESTIVAL
S Michacl and All Angels, Barnes,

PAX HOUSE
We can supply ;

SURPLICES, ALBS, COTTAS,

VESTMENTS, COPES, FRONTALS,

Ete. .

of the highest quality at less than the
highest price because we are outside London, We sell all materials,
including cassock materials, appliques, paper patterns etc. Ask for
list V. No samples are sent until you have seen our list. We also
stock CHALICES, CIBORIA, PYXES, and all church metal ware.
State interests and we will send prices and illustrations. We also
sell secondhand vestments, frontals, cassocks, cottas, surplices,
altar sets, etc, Ask for list P,

OPEN DAILY Close NOON SATURDAY

Pax House, 29 Lower Brook St.

Ipswich, Suffolk.
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THE ANNUAL REPORT
year ending 31st December 1965

WE report another successful year for the Guild and the induction and
institution of our Chaplain-Genetal, the Revd A F Treadwell, to the benefice
of S Michael and All Angels, Barnes, London, S W 13, on the 26th October
1965. We wish him every joy and success in his new work.

GENERAL COUNCIL

Your General Council met on the 6th February, rzth Junc and 18th September,
which with the Annual General Mecting on the 24th April made the normal quarterly
meetings for the year.

The constitution of the Council was varied only by the clection of Bto R ] M Waker,
of the chapter of the Holy and Indivisible Trinity, to the representation of Group 11,
vice Bro Clit Roland Harvey, who, to mark our appreciation of his stetling work over the
past twelve years in so many spheres, was clected an honorary life member,

Attendances were as follows: February 769, June 50%, September 73%, giving an
overall average of 67.39% for the year. It 1s to be hoped that the more distant councillors
will make their appearances in future and thus afford the members a measure of representa-
tign_ together with affording the Council the bencfit of their cxperience, wisdom and
advice.

Council agenda was very varied and included many interesting and essential items,
¢ g the acceptance of a report by Cllr Cocksedge upon his visit to New Zealand and
Guild cfforts there; action re a certain Chapter and the usc of blazer badges; appointment
of a business manager for Tue Server, and clerical assistance for the Secretary-General,
whose salary was reduced for the purpose by agrecement; amendments in the constitution
accepted at the A G M were implemented in that fagilities were made for the election
of additional councillors as required, the payment of their travelling expenses, the pro-
vision of an honotary life membership scheme for serving members with over fifty years’
continuous membership; and the introduction of a chantry book by which the departed
members are commemorated were among the items dealt with.  Certain minor alterations
to the application form for initiation, to become effective upon the next reprint will allow
of any pricst to recommend a member if countersigned by the chapter secretary (if any).

Guild medals, cte, were presented to the Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham so that
the Guild chapel could be more easily identified.

Finally approval was afforded to the following chapters for reformation andjor
cstablishment:——S Mildred, Gravesend, Kent; S George, British Guiana; § Anne, Kumasi,
Ghana; S Brannock, Devon; The Ascension, Essex. We wish them every success in
the future.

MEMBERSHIP

The completed survey of the chapters in FEagland and Wales gives a more realistic
return of out membership which shows:—18 bishops, 1,162 pricsts associate, 6,94z lay
btothers and 1,350 lay probationcrs, a total of 9,474 exclusive of members overseas, details
of whom are still awaited. There are 233 chapters functioning at home and abroad.
But the survey reveals a very distressing note, of the so called active members, there are
so many in arrears of annual subscriptions that we are owed no fess than £850 at the end of
the year. We trust chapter officers will do all in their power to reduce this terrific debt
and thus enable the Guild to function more efficiently.  All subscriptions are duc on the
1st January and we have to pay our accounts monthly, so delayed remittances cause concern
to the executive officers unnecessarily.

POSTAGE AND ADMINISTRATION

During the year the Sccretary-General posted over 6,00¢ postal packets at a total
expenditure of L107 48 7d, an average of 44d per packet and 23d per member, 2 slight
improvement, despite the increased charges, on the previous year’s work. Stationery
and printing are kept to 8 minimum, but some expense is essential in this matter and
cconomy is the watchword. Travelling expenses are covered by the use of British Rail
Travel Warrants—a welcome facility for priest, cxecutive and council officers.  No addi-
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tional furniturc and fixtures wete acquired for the central office though a suitable filing
cabinet was purchased for Tur Srver office. .

Whilst monics ate properly received by the Secretary-General, who keeps the reccipts
account, disbursements are made by the Treasurer-General, who submits the certified
account of the year’s financial transactions.

OVERSEAS

We continuc to pray for our brethren in Rhodesia and Ghana from whom in recent
months we have had but little communication and no remittances, though we arc now in
the process of opening accounts with the latter. Rhodesia will not be able to remit until
the political differcnces are settled.

Meanwhile we get encouraging reports from Australia, Africa (Ibadan, South Africa,
etc), Canada, Newfoundland, New Zealand, Solomon Islands, British Guiana, and the
forces chapters at Aden, Germany and Mauritius.

District Councils, Austtalia, South Africa and New Zealand, have not reported any
changes in staff,

VISITING

Additionally to the London meetings of the Guild your cxecutive officers (priest and
lay) have visitcc}, chaptets at York, Canterbury, Jersey, Guernsey, Weymouth, Plymouth,
Swansea, Margam, Southampton, Huddersfield, Gravesend, Brighton, Southend-on-Sea,
Chichester, Peterborough, S Ives, where opportunities to meet the brethren, discuss im-
portant details as well as gain knowledge of the difficultics besetting each area, were
available. We had the great joy of attending mass and of the Guild office on each occasion.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

There ate 155 life members, of whom only nine are honorary.  Life membetship may
be secured by the single payment of not less than three guineas, Applications and cheques -
to the Secretary-General direct, '

OBITUARY

. We regret to record the passing of the following cletical and lay members whose
deaths became known to us during the year:

Revd Fathers Bailey, F J; Butcher, J A; Castle, ] A; Edmonds, E G; French, R:
Gibbs, B A; Grant, S J; Kerby, E T; Mann, ] D; Parfitt, A W; Robinson, H; Smith, F;
Streatfield, G; Tappenden, A W; Williams, ] R; Wynne, ] A.

Brothers Ayling, E C; Barker, A; Bartram, R B P §; Bridges, § G; Carson, H R;
Chambers, A G; Cobbin, I A; Collins, E E; Crampton, J E; Davey, ] L; Denton, A R;
Dickinson, C A; Downey W; Dunn, W D G; Elwick, F G C; Franklin, R; Fraser, A;
Gill, C F; Gotdon, R F; Green, M J; Hand, S; Haynes, E C; Heath, S F; Helps, L. A;
Horsford, ] O’b; Hunt, E G; Lamptey, Wm; Linstead, G A; Mionnett, E P; Morton, C J;
Mould, Wm J; Nunn, W P G; Nuttall, W H; Paul, W S; Plumridge, W; Pontremoli,
J A P; Roberts, S; Rumsey, V W ; Spencer, F; Stone, J F; Talbot, E H; Underwood, E M;
West, E W H M; Weston, R G §; Wright, C A,

We pray that they may rest eternal and that light perpetual may shine upon them.
RIP.

In conclusion we would report our grateful thanks to all chapter chaplains, secrctaries
and treasurers for their wonderful co-operation and the work performed by them in the
past year which has led to a mote efficient Guild and a stronger witness.

] B M FOX, Warden R A W EDDEN, Sccretary-General,
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REVENUE ACCOUNT

EXPENDITURL £ INCOME £
Sccretatial assistance .. .. ..  40j Entrance fecs e ee v+ .. 108
Printing and stationery.. .. .. 7154 Subsetiptions .. .. .. .. .. 816
Postages, telephone, etc. .. .. 129 Donations .. .. .. .. .. 17
Travelling expenses .. .. .. 185 Interest .. .. .. .. .. .. 47
Advertisements G 8 Sale of medals and publications .. 208
Medals and publications .. .. 365 Festivals . . e e e 22
Insurances and sundries .. .. 1§
Walsingham Chapel R 2%
Twur SErver: Expenditure .. 548 1,218
LersIncome .. 342 . Excess of expenditure over income 297
— 20
L1515 £s1s

NET REVENUE ACCOUNT

£ Balance, 1st January 1963 .. .. 1,482
Excess of expenditure over income 297
Balance carried forward .. .. 1,185
£1,482 £1,482

BALANCE SHEET
as at 31st December 1965

LIABILITIES AND SURPLUS £ ASSETS L
Balance of Net Revenue Account 1185 Office furniture, copes, etc... .. 5o
Sundry creditors .. .. .. .. 28 Sundry debters .. .. .. .. 47
Reccipts in advance .. .. .. 68 Stock of medals, ete, .. .. .. 255
Chapter balances .. .. .. .. 10 Cagh:

Life members’ fund .. .. .. 313 Current account .ooo.. 78
Deposit account Lo . 375
Trustee Savings Bank .. 682
Imprests .. .. .. .. 4%
In hand .. .. .. .. 41
— 1,252
£1,604 £1,604

F H BEsvuerr, Treasurer-General,

CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION FUND

62nd ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1965
ONCE AGAIN we have come full circle in the work of the Guild’s
Ordination Fund, and I am happy to report another successful and pro-
gressive year.

We have been in a position to increase our minimum gift to ordinands, on the recom-
mendation of the Chaplain, Fr Ralph Stephenson, and ‘have provided financial support
to 66 of our members in varying age groups. Only two rejections have been made, since
they did not come within the necessary qualifications of our minimum membership rule.
The important factor to note, is that we have been able to award cheques to the total of
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£1,380 to “our lads” under training at various Theological Colleges, plus four compli-
mentary issues of our Magazine—Tne SERVER.

During the past year 1 have tried to make an cffort to travel around the country,
where T have been invited, to attend Group Festivals in the North W, North E, the South
and Midlands in an attempt to encourage the work of COF, speaking in support of
the Fund. This has produced keen interest and tangible results from our Chapters, etc,
to the advantage of the work of CQ F. I would like to record my very sincete apptecia-
tion to the guidance given to me duting the past year from the Chaplain C O F, Fr Ralph
Stephenson, :

The greatest encouragement in out work, is how donations, both large and small,
continue to arrive almost every week of the year, with the result the Fund has maintained
a strong position, and we have been able to honour our commitments to our ordinands,
free from financial worry., I am ever grateful to Chapters, collectors, and out faithful
friends who send donations for our work, for this certainly encourages me to press
continually for constant effort, for the need is always urgent for money resources, We
have a great responsibility to “our lads” to help them in their studies, to thrust forwaed
the teaching of the Catholic faith, in the various parishes.

We record with our sincere thanks the gift of a legacy for L100 to CO F from our
late Bro Etnest Collins (Brighouse) who died on June 20th, 196s—RIP. The Council
gavc:] yet to decide how this gift should be used to the best advantage for the work of the

und.

Finally, as a point of interest, I have introduced, with the full approval of Council,
the system of supplying a photograph of candidate with each fresh application we receive
for help. This has been designed to improve and bting a closer understanding of our
aims together for the work of Holy Church.

We rejoice and give thanks to those of our members who this past year have been
ordained for serving a title in their first parish:—

Derek Frank Moody Antony John Snasdell Michael Westney
Paul Messenger Richard Neville Stranack , John Allard
Alan Watson David Moore Beeton " Roy Sidney White
Frank William Davis John Michael Preston Roger Parsons '
John Hamblen Geoflrey Smith Roger McDowall
Richard Legg Geoffrey Pollard Emmanuel Arkin
Colin Wilfred Chetriman ~ James Packer David Lickess
Jan Neville Randle Bruce Sharpe
Ernest Edmund Childs " Robert Payne

The audited accounts of the Fund will be presented at the Annual General Meeting,
RaLpit W STEPHENSON, Sranreyr M. WiLcox,, '

Chaplain, COF Organising Secretary, COF

THE 250th GENERAL COUNCIL

WITH the' Warden, the Revd ] B M Fox, in the chair the Council met
at S Barnabas, Pimlico, on Saturday, 1zth February 1966. Those present
included the Chaplain-General, the Chaplain to C O F, the Deputy Warden,
the Secretary-General, the Treasurer-General, the Secretary COF and
seventeen Councillors. Apologies being received from sixteen others,
a number of whom were ill.

" Little response had been reccived for the proposed conference of Chapter officers
and thé Council decided not to procecd with it. The Council welcomed the formation
of the Chapter of the Ascension in the Basildon, Essex, area and a proposal for one of §

Andrew in Somerset, but learnt with regret of the cessation of that of S Hugh (Séunthorpe)
and difficulties in the Portsmouth Chapter.

Tn connection with the remembrance of the Guild at the holy communion in § Paul’s
Cathedral on Saturday, 11th June, the invitation had been given for members to vest (in
minor canons’ aisle).” The Guild will be remembered on each subsequent 11th June,
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Certain variations in the office had been put forward but the Council considered the
office should not be altered or adjusted.

Life members now total 167, and they are to receive a cettificate as such, (Three
guincas qualifies for lifce-membership.)

The Council agreed to the annual reports and accounts of the Guild and the Candidates
for Ordination Fund for presentation to the Annual General Mecting. Arrears of some
[£800 in subscriptions were appatent and the Treasurer-General said that the Guild would
be bankrupt in seven years unless the present trend was stopped.  The reports and Guilds
accounts arc printed clsewhere. The audited COF accounts will be available at the
Annual General Meeting, when the figures in connection with Toe Server will also be
adjusted to take in further income.

Brother Willcox in his report on the Candidates for Ordination Fund said that
consequent to his visiting many chapters had increased their conttibutions to the Fund.
The Council agreed to invest two legacies reccived recently. 'The thanks of the Council
werc expressed to these officets for their most excellent work for the Guild and COF,

The Editor teported on Tur SErvER, The support was fluctuating between 2,200
and 2,500 and he asked chapters and subscribers to continue their valuable support and
renew their orders immediately they “ran out”, The work of chapter magazine secretaties
was of great help in keeping up the circulation and also providing ‘news’. 'The dates on
which such items wete required was again stressed.  The Council’s thanks was expressed
to both the Editor and Brother Smallbone.

The Secretary-General reported on the eventual division of Provincial Group 5 into
two Groups, approximating to Devon and Cornwall.

Arrangements for the Easter festival services at § Mary Magdalene, Munster Squate,
were agreed. In connection with the Annual General Meeting it was pointed out that
the entrance to the International Students’ House is from Great Portland Street. The
Council nominated all the present officers for re-election, It was noted that an election
for a Councillor was to take place in Group 21.

It was agreed to hold the autumn festival on 8th October at the Chaplain-General’s
church of S Michael and All Angels, Barnes (good train service from Waterloo to Barnes
Bridge—talkes fiftcen minutes).

Other festival services were noted at S Albans, Relixstowe, Canterbury and West
Kirby, besides the Epiphany festival at Southwatk on ganuary 7th 1967, and the centenary
of Fr Lowder’s death at 8 Peters, London Docks, in September.

The Council finished about 4.45 with the Warden giving the blessing.

The next meeting of the Council will he on gth June.

THE SOUTHWARK EPIPHANY FESTIVAL

THE FESTIVAL on Saturday, January 8th, commenced with the sung
eucharist at noon in the cathedral. The service, which was jointly arranged
and staffed by the Guild and the Southwark diocese, followed
a simplepattern and was offered at a nave altar.

The Provost was celebrant assisted by Canon Gordon Davies and the Revds ] Carter,
E H Walker and B W Hancock. Some sixty servers made their communion.

In the afternoon servers vested in the chapter house and processed to the cathedral
for the office.  The Revd E H Walker officiated attended by servers of the Holy Redeemer
Chapter. The Revd Canon Gordon Davies preached a sermon in which he referred to
the sanctuary as the holy place where the communion was celebrated and was thus in being
wherever an altar was sct up, The Provost presided at the procession which halted at the
crib for a collect,

‘The Guild choir and Chaplain-General at the organ ably provided the music for both
scrvices,

Since the festival the Provost has received several letters of appreciation.
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NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

DIOCESE OF MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

The annual patronal festival and corporatc communion was held at S Bartholomew,
Butnley, in November. Many Setvers with their pricsts attended. Breakfast followed
and later all travelled to Kilmore for tea and the office,

Brother Redney Godden was clothed last year as a junior novice with the Franciscans
in New Guinea,

The Chapter meets monthly for office and an addrcess and publishes cach month a very
informative leaflet ‘Before the Altar’ with excellent articles.

§ WILLIAM OF NORWICH
Christ Church, Eaton, Norwich, was visited for the fitst time in IDe¢cember, and a
large number of servers and friends attended. S Barnabas, Heigham, was again visited
at Epiphanytide, when the vicar, Canon C C Tanchester, was congratulated on his sixty
yecars as parish pricst. :

$ ALDHELM, WEYMOUTH
In December the Chapter visited Holy Trinity, Weymouth, for the annual gencral
mecting after a sung cucharist cclebrated by the vicar at which fiftcen probationers were
made. Group councillor Brother Barnett spoke to the Chapter on the nced for servers to
assist their priests on weckdays as well as Sundays.

S LAURENCE THE DEACON, READING

The Chapter in November met in S Luke, Reading, and after the officc a member of
the Chapter, Brother C H L Purver, member of the Church Assembly, spoke on thehistory
and functions of that body.

The Revd R S Whitchead addressed the Chapter in December at S Giles, Reading, on
the Mcthodist Church, in which he was a former minister. :

Increased attendance at mectings, @ keener interest and greater fellowship were
reported at the annual meeting held at S Bartholomew, Reading, in January. The mecting
followed the singing of the office. .

The chaplain, the Revd Wyndham Edgar, vicar of § Mary, Reading, was re-clected
for the third successive year. He has beea a member of the Guild for over 4o yeats, 30
of which have been as a pricst-associate. -

Bro L J Canterbury, honorary secretary for the past five years, did not seck re-election
owing to pressure of other work. His resignation was received with regret, and thanks
were recorded in the minutes for his devoted services to the Guild. - Bro David Gillman
was elected to succeed him.  Bro Cantetbury remains a member of the Chapter committec.

Other officers appointed included the following: Deputy chaplain, the Revd Ross Y
Stone, vicar of Spencers Wood, Reading; hon trcasurer, Bro Brian Woolgar; master of
ceremonics, Bro E V Kchoe, and magazine sccretary, Bro W ] Pettengell.

ALL SAINTS, SEVENOAKS

At All Saintstide the Chapter celebrated its twenty-first anniversaty. In the church
of 8 John the Baptist, Scvenoaks, 2 solemn office in thanks giving was sung, with Fr
Martin Heal, the chaplain, officiating, at which a number of bethren from neighbouring
chapters were present together with friends, many of whom had supported the chapter
from its birth, We were patticularly pleased to welcome Brothér Edden, the Secretary-
General, and Brother Stimson, the Provincial Councilior.

The office was preceded by a substantial tea in the adjoining parish room, the highlight
of which vras the cutting of a birthday cake, made by Mrs Baker, the mother of the first
chapter sectetary, by Brother Stimson who, together with Brother Edden, blew out the
candles. Brother Edden then made 2 short congratulatory speech,

THE EPIPHANY, CROYDON
The annual high mass was again kept on the feast of the Epiphany. This year at
S John the Evangelist, Upper Norwood, the church where the chapter was first formed
G4 years ago. The celebrant was the Bishop of Croydon, an associate of the Guild. The
deacon was Fr C W Lee, chapter chaplain and the sub-deacon was Fr T Gill Leach, priest
associate, .
The mass was attended by about 100 brothers and friends and about 4o brothers robed.
Among thosc present were the Secretary-General and representatives of other chapters,
. 'The last surviving founder member of the chapter, Bro Waltcr Taylor, has been
clected an honorary lite member,  He is still a regular attender at Guild offices.
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OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM AND S ALBAN

The Chapter, which compriscs Wembley, Harrow and Greenford, now visit 28
chutches in the area and in addition the office is sung in Quainton Hall school chapel in
Harrow school chapel and in the chapel of one of ﬁlc local units of the Church Lads’
Brigade. The highlight of last year was the 36th anniversary dinner held at Terrys
Banqueting Hall, Wembley, on Friday, 20th October 1965, The Bishop of Willesden
was guest of honour and other guests included Fr Fox (Warden of the Guild), the Arch-
deacon of Hampstead (the Ven H A S Pink), Revd ] H Ginever (past Chaplain) and Mts
Ginever, Bro P Trueman (past Sccretary) and Mrs Trueman, Over 70 members enjoyed
a very good meal, followed by several interesting and humorous specches. Many of those
present cxpressed the hope that the function would become an annual event.

Plans are being made for a pilgrimage to Walsingham on Saturday, soth April.
Any members of adjoining Chapters caring to join us will be most welcome. Please
contact the hon secretary of the Chapter, Bro David ] Lester, 31 Morland Road, Kenton
(telephone wor 8573).

The programme for 1966 includes visits to 13 churches and school chapels for the
office and on z2g9th October thetc will be a corporate communion at § Peter, West Harrow.
The office is sung on the sccond Tuesday in each month at 8.15 p m and any server not
attached to a Chapter will be most welcome, Full details of all Chapter activities can be
obtained from the hon secretary.

Six members together with the chaplain (Fr Nadkarni) accepted the invitation of
Fr Moore, rector of S Botolph Without, Bishopsgate, E C, to join with Chapters from
Romford and § Pancras in S Botolph at § Andrews-tide. The singing of the office was
followed by an address by Fr Moore, after which there was a procession and devotions.

There are at present 7o active members in the Chapter, including six priest associates.
The Chapter has been represented at a number of festivals and the sccretary has made
contact with other local Chapters, .

S JUSTIN, SIDCUP
The annual high mass in Sidcup was celebrated in § Mary, Swanley, Fr Chown, the
vicar, officiating, the Chapter being entertained afterwards by the people of S Mary’s,
All Saints, New Eltham, was visited in November and S George, Bickley, in December,
Canon Oldaker, vicar of § John, Sidcup, addressed the Chapter on their Epiphany visit

to his church,
5 CENNYDD, SWANSEA

In September 1965 a very important event took place in the history of the Chapter,
when, with the authority of the Secretary-General its area was extended to include the
notthern part of the diocese of Swansea and Brecon, and a special meeting was held in
Brecon Cathedral for the purpose of initiating the servers of the cathedral and S Mary,
Brecon, as probationary members. Fifteen probationary members and onc full member
were admitted.  The office was sung by the cgaplain (Fr T Illtyd Jenking) and the preacher
was the Rev Canon C F Jones, rector of Llanfrynach. The chapter organist, Bro John
Davies, accompanied the office.  About 70 servers and clergy, together with a large num-
ber of fricnds made the journey to Brecon and afterwards the visitors were kindly
cotertained to tea in the Chapter House by the dean and chapter, This was the first visit
made by thc Chapter to our cathedral and we look forward with pleasure to further visits.

At the end of September the Chapter visited S Barnabas, Swansea. The office was
sung by the chaplain and the address was given by the Archdeacon of Gower (Ven DM
Luther Thomas). The meeting was well attended and it was a pleasure to add another
church to those already covered by the Chapter by the initiation of a setver from S David,
Penllergaer.

On All Souls” Day the Chapter visited Clyne Chapter, where the priest-in-charge is
Fr Michael Short, a founder member of the Chapter.  The chaplain sang the office and
Fr Short gave the address.  Again there was a very good attendance and three probationary
members were admitted.

In December the Chapter visited our chaplain’s church, S Gabriel, Swansea, when the
address was given by the Revd Graham Chadwick, chaplain to Anglican students at the
University College of Swansen, Two probationary members were admitted,

SS PETER & PAUL, PETERBOROUGH
The Chapter was honoured by a visit from the Warden in December, who preached
the sermon at high mass, which was sung in S Augustine, Woodsten, by kind invitation
of the rector, Fr C H Nixen,
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At the mass Fr Nixen was celebrant, assisted by Fr ‘T Finch, deacon, and Fr D A G
Davies, sub-deacon, Fr P C Nicholson, precentor of Petcrborough Cathedral, and
chaplain to the Chapter, was cantor. : .

Immediately preceding the mass Fr Fox admitted Philip Brown and Christopher
Bathurst as probationcrs.  Both are choristers and servers at Peterborough Cathedral.

Present for the mass apart from those officiating were four pricst associates, forty
brothers and a hundred or so friends. After mass Fr Nixen invited all present to refresh-
‘ments ta the chutch hall. )

The Warden in his inimitable style addressed the assembled company and mentioned
that in his catly days at S Peter, London Docks, Fr Nixen and he worked togcther.

The chapter A G M followed, at which the officers wete te-clected en bloc.

Fr Nicholson thanked the Warden for honouring the chapter by his presence which,
he said, had given so much pleasure to all and would long be remembered.

: S WERBURGH, STOCKPORTYT
This Chapter now has 46 members and seven priests-associatcs. Duting the past
year the Chapter has met ninc times, being visited by the Chaplain-General ononeoccasion.
Being without a chaplain for part of that pcriod the Chapter is indebted to the priests-
associatc who officiated.

COUR SAVIOUR, CHESTERFIELD
To collect money for the Candidates for Ordination Fund one member designed and
made a CO Ffin in which members COF-in at each meeting when it is passed round.
Onc way of assisting C O F which might with profit be adopted by other chapters?

S UNY, 8§ JA, AND § ANTA, CORNWALL
At the annual meeting in January at Lelant the Revd B Thompson, of 8 lves, was
clected chaplain, with Bro K Paynter as secrctary. ‘The latter reported more churches
being visited. At the office following tea, the Revd P § Gagg officiated, and the Revd
J Beckerlegge, of Gowan Church Town, Praze, preached.

S CHAD, COVENTRY

The Epiphany festival took place on Saturday, January 8th, in S Thomas, the Butts,
For several years past it has been customary for the Bishop or his assistant to preside and
preach. 'This year it was the turn of the Bishop, the Rt Revd C K N Bardsley. ‘The office
was sung solemnly, the officiant being the chaplain, Fr D Moote, and the Bishop’s atten-
dants were Fr W Oliver and Fr A Southend, vicat of S Thomas, In the course of his
addzess the Bishop-laid stress on the great importance of our worship for the Christ Child
and offering our gifts to Him. The Bishop also wondered if mid-afternoon on a Saturday
was the most suitable time for cur festival in view of the smaller than usual attendance,
He suggested we ought to consider having the scrvice during the evening and no doubt
the standing committee will bear this in mind when drawing up the next programme.
Afterwards tea was taken in the church hall, when the chairman, Bro § Harris, thanked the
Bishop for his encouraging words. Bro Stan Wilcox, general C O F sccretaty, said how
pleased he had been to receive Christmass greetings ang letter of gratitude from an over-
seas coloured ordinand, whom C O F was helping.  He said gestures like this should make
us all realise how wotthwhile all our efforts for C O F were.

The chapter is to launch an intensive recruiting campaign, An experienced team of
members is to visit local churches which have no G S § representation and talk to servers
about the Guild and its work. Later in the year a special service will be held at which
it is hoped many prospective G § 5§ membets will be present, The magazine secretary,
Bro 1\\3 Reid, has reported an c¢ncouraging increasc in sales of Tre SErvER amongst chapter
members,

NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

CONGRATULATIONS to a number of our ptiests associate upon their
appointments to benefices especially to the Revd A F. Treadwell, the
‘Chaplain-General, at whose induction and institution to S Michael and All
Angels, Barnes, S W 13, a large number of G § S members foregathered.
it is on such occasions that I often wonder about the G § § — what DOES
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it mean—What DOES it DO—and I am constrained to answer in the terms

laid down by our founders in 1898,

“A LAY DEVOTIONAL GUILD of SERVERS, communicant members of the
Church of England, secking to decpen the Spiritual life of its members to help them become
more worthy of the high officc, and to form them into a Brothethood.”  That it has ‘often
proved usclul ar an interparochial society, to break down that parochialism so harmful to
the Catholic cause is without question, and the rule that we accept the rites and cercmonies
of the church we visit, irrespective of our own practices and procedurcs, gives little room
for destructive criticism, happily not so often levelled against us.

Whilst evetyone enteted into the spirit and prayets of Fr Treadwell’s induction T was
a little hurt by the unthinking attitude of a few, very few, men at the Southwark Cathedral
mass on Saturday, 8th January. We were invited, and accepted, to be present at a cele-
bration of the holy communion according to a new rite, approved by the Diocesan, him-
sclf 2 member of the Liturgical Commission, wherein-—though the words followed the
Book of Common Prayer most carefully—the actual rite was something peculiar to the
“Southbank® but neverthcless an occasion for worship, praise and participation. Hand-
books were loaned so that all could follow exactly what was being performed,
and why, but a certain few gave our critics a chance to level a jibe of ‘Spiky lacey do
gooders!” in that following their own practices they remained standing whilst
everyoncelseknelt,  We do fecl that on such occasions, if only in deference to our hosts, to
say nothing of the ‘image’ of the Guild, they should have ‘conformed’.

Let’s hope that they will in future,

A correspondent writes that he finds it very difficult to obtain the paltry half-crowns
now required, and due as annual subscriptions for the year 1966. Even a suggestion that
threepence per week over the year would not have *broken’ anyone but collected by the
committee man at each church would have resolved a number of ptoblems, including the
provision of THE SERVER quatterly, the annual subscription and leave a balance for COF
and chapter needs, was met by a plea that “That would require 16 collectors (treasurers)
and involve thirteen shillings, whercas the local servers’ association only charges a

* shilling per year and still have meetings, membership cards, etc. Sparc a little thought,

Brethren—your half-crown when paid (and if—secing we are OWED about f800 (eight
hundted pounds} for arrears of annual subscriptions) does not go far in providing a manual,
medal, and postage to members.

Bearing 2ll this in mind may I plead for a more realistic appraisal of our Guild, its
objccts, recommendations and petformances?  As my correspondent states quite bluntly
—the main point is to get members to want to pay subscriptions and join us at meetings,
not for us to go begging for subscriptions——and what better can we hope for than that we
all should meet in this ecumenical year, as a brotherhood, in devotional exercises as against
spectacular events?

One final plea: recently T have received a number of requests for full membership
accompanied by a little note that it would be appteciated if the matter could be adjusted so
that the probationer could be made a full member ‘In his own church at which our next
Guild office is to be sung’. It may be that the probationer has attended all the mectings
of the chapter in the year of his testing—on the other hand it is within my knowledge that
many members only atrive at their own church and scldom if ever ar a neighbouring
patish. This is to be deplored and it would be ‘nicer’ I think if the full membcershp were
made at another constituent church so that the parishioners there would realise that we are
really a Catholic body and not a localised group, however devotional we may be.

Qur deepest sympathy goes out to Bro Clir William G Hare, whose wife died on the
215t December 1965,

RESOLUTIONS for debate at the Annual General Mecting MUST be received by
me by the 1276 March,

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS are due (1st January) and should be paid to reach the
Sccretary-General by mid-Lent, Match 20th, PLEASE.

There are still plenty of lapel badges, stud or pin, available at 25 6d each. Applica-
tions, with remittance, to me will bring your badge by return of post.

T am on holiday from g9sh May to 28 May 1966 and no letters will be forwarded, ner
answered, during that period.  FEvery effort will be made to clear cortespondence arriving
on ot before the 874 May, but it would be appreciated if correspondents will please write

EARLY.
RICHARD A W EDDEN,
. Sceretary-General G§ S
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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR |
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the
Catholic Faith in the Anglican Communion. Since the days of
the Tractarians it has been the only effective safeguard against
attacks from within and without, and membership is urged upon
all who believe that the Catholic tradition represents the true
mind of the Church of England.

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees
and a small headquarters staff. The General Council elected by
diocesan committees is the governing body whose work is carried
out by the Executive Committee. The Catholic Group organises
the sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. The
Theological, Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed of
members with specialised knowledge. The Church Literature
Association publishes books, flmstrips, and tracts upon a
considerable scale. The Church Social Action Committee arouses
interest in social matters. The Pilgrimage Committee arranges
pilgrimages to holy places. The Church Observer (1/- quarterly
5/- post free annually) is the quarterly magazine ; and the

. Headway (10/- per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with

definite Catholic teaching. Faith and Unity is a quarterly devoted
to reunion matters, minimum subscnptlon 10/- per annum,
post free. .

Full Members pay an annual minimum subscription of 10/-
and take part in this work. They are normally attached to
branches which organise festivals, special services, and meetings
of every description. They have a direct voice in the policy of
the Union through the diocesan committees elected from branch
members.

THE CHURCH UNION

199, UXBRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, W.12
Telephone: SHEpherds Bush 0726/7




Select from our wide range

SERVERS MANUALS
DEVOTIONAL BOOKS & CARDS
BIBLES & PRAYER BOOKS"

“also available

CASSOCKS & SURPLICES
ALBS & COTTAS

ALL SACRISTY SUPPLIES
& CHURCH FURNISHINGS

If unable to make a personal visit to one of our Church
shops, please send for catalogue and price lists, stating the
particular items in which you are interested.

‘Mowbrays

LONDON 28 Margaret St., Oxford Circus, W.1
OXFORD 35 Pembroke Street, St. Aldate's
CAMBRIDGE 14 King's Parade

LEEDS 5 Albion Place

BIRMINGHAM St. Martin’s Bookshop, The Bull Ring
MANCHESTER 44 Brazennose St., Albert Square

LUFFS —PRINTERS — SLOUGH
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