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EDITORIAL
“Do you know where you are going?”

A PASSER-BY’S REMARK to the Warden. With these words Father
Fox prefaced his annual address to the Guild this Eastertide. Where are
we going? He emphasised the need of every member to become more
and more conversant with his.Faith and to be more and mote active
participants in every aspect of the life and administration of the church,
Great problems face out church and Guild members should know the
facts and have a ‘conviction of faith’ to adequately uphold the great truths
of our Faith so that all will know we are going forward to the extension
of the Kingdom of Christ throughout the world.

The gradual increasing membership of the Guild; the reports of
activity in the chapters; the enthusiasm of those who travel miles to join
their brethren in singing the Guild office; the heartening depth of the singing
at the mass and office at the Easter festival; these all make one proud, as
the Warden said, to be a member of such a vitile organisation—BUT
could there have been more at that festival (three to four hundred out of
our membership of 11,000)—where are the younger servers? The Guild
has a great task to extend its influence and to welcome all servers, who
uphold the catholic faith, not only in its outward expression but also in
its obligations, into its ranks. : :

Already fifteen hundred servers are wearing the Guild’s button-
hole badge,. thus advertising. to the world their allegiance not only to
the Guild but to Holy Church. The Warden remarked that those who
belonged to various societies might wear their badges in rotation. One
feels that this brings to the fore the many organisations in the church,
each with its accent on some aspect of the Faith, and however much one
would wish to join all such one must stop at one ot two societies. Priests
have recently joined their federation with the Church Union. Is it a dream
to envisage a Church Union with its various sections—ptiests, servers,
devotional, etc.? Thus there would be a single definite voice to proclaim
the catholicist of the church. Past attempts at such have faded away.
The problems facing us—unity, Paul Report, etc,, call for leadership.
Do we know where we are going?” :
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NASHDOM ABBEY

by Dom BoNIFACE NIELSEN, O 5B

THE HISTORY of a teligious community is bound tc be different from
that of a state or any other political division of people. A secular nistory
Has its high points: the rise and fall of kings, wars and horrors which mark
the march of mankind. If a community had a history anything like that,
it would be simply terrible; it could not last. A .community which has
survived so as to be able to celebrate its Jubilee, as the Community at
Nashdom Abbey is doing this year, must have had a comparatively unevent-
ful history but 2 fruitful life. Its history, such as it is, is given in a new
book, “The Jubilee Book of the Nashdom Benedictines”, published by the
Faith Press, price 13/-, to which the reader is referred.

~What lies behind that uneventful history? Why do people stay? What is it zll
about? First, T would repeat the opinion of Cardinal Newman on the Benedictine life,
which has remained true if spoken of the dark ages, medieval or modern times: *“To
the monk heaven was next door; he formed no plans, he had no cares; the ravens of his
father Benedict were ever at his side. He ‘went forth’ in his youth ‘to his work and to
his Iabout’ until the evening of life; if he lived a day longer, he did a day’s work more.
Whether he lived many days or few, he laboured on to the end of them. He had no wish
to see further in advance of his journey than where he was to make his next stage.  He
ploughed and sowed, he prayed, he meditated, he studied, he wrote, he taught, and
then he died and went to heaven.”

The call to the religious life in the time of the apostles was precisely the same as the
call to the Christian life. Indeed the first Christian religious community was our Lord
and his apostles. It remained true that the church herself was a closely knit religious
community until the recognition of the church by the Roman state under Constantine.
That had results for good and evil which have continued until this day. One result was
that the church was simply swamped by a great influx of people, unconverted or half
convetted, who probably would not have been accepted in the old days when the chutch
was kept to a high standard by the intermittent pressure of persecution. ‘

There were those within her ranks, however, who sighed after the old days and even
began to wonder if the church as it then was could possibly be an ark of salvation. These
began to live a stricter [ife than those around them, first in their own homes, then as hermits
in the deserts and waste places of the world and eventually congregated in monasteries.
They were mistaken in thinking that the church was no longer a religious community
or an ark of safety: she always has been and always will be those very things. Their
protest, however, was of great benefit to the church and, instead of being drained of her
best influences, the general body of Christians was very greatly helped and edified by
them, and the worldlincss which was attacking the church received a salutary check.

This stricter monastic kind of living went through various phases of decay and
revival until the arrival of S Benedict who was the real founder of the religious life in
our western half of the church, Born about 480 A p in Nursia in Italy, § Benedict more
than any other can be claimed as one of the founders of civilisation as we know it. In
an age of upheaval, in which scencs like the Saxon invasion of our shares were enacted all
over Burope, it was only in the monasteries, very few of them being of the saint’s founding
but all of the pattern he prescribed, that learning, civilisation or Christianity itself were
preserved, So widespread and inevitable were the Benedictine monasteries as an influence
for good, overshadowing the parochial and diocesan system, that the years from our
pattiarch’s lifetime until about 1100 A D are known as the Benedictine centuries.

We mistake S Benedict, however, if we think that he accurately diagnosed the ills
from which mankind was suffering and then prescribed the remedy. 1t was because he
sought *“first the kingdom of God and His righteousness™ that all these benefits were to
flow from his life and influence. As far as he himself was concetned, all he wanted was
to serve God in a life of prayer. In the end he found, as has been proved time and time
again in the history of religion, that it is not the man who deliberately sets out to be useful
in God’s vineyard who achieves most, but he who prays and waits, and lets God use him.
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If any reader has 2 desire to serve God for Himself alone and if that feeling of drawing
remains with him for a time, then maybe God is calling him to serve Him in a religious
community of which there are quite 2 number in out English Church. Such a votation
needs caring for. He will want his personal and prayer life to be such that God is central
in it. Of course he will have to remain single and he will have to deny himself in other
ways, for there are certain pleasures and certain company that he will have o drop, but,
if his vocation is real, these are sacrifices he will love to make. One thing is certain, that
life in a community is a manly life: all the qualities that would make a good soldier or

_sailor, or @ good workman, with some others, will coneribute to making e goed monk,

‘ i




At Nashdom Abbey we try to keep the holy rule of S Benedict,  If we want to know
something of this saint’s personality, we find it in this rule which he has left behind him—
balanced, harmonious, sane, It provides for the conversion of personality; its aim is
the sanctifying of the whole man. Tt prescribes absolute obedience, simplicity of life
and constant occupation.

The heart of our life is the Lord’s own service, while throughout the day thete are a
number of choir services. That is notall our life by any means.  According to S Benedict’s
plan, the rendering of the office was to be supplemented by what he called “holy reading”,
1.¢. Bible reading ?or the most ﬁart. These together form the typical Benedictine spiritua-
lity and as the monk sings with his brethren in the choir and reads by himself in his cell,
his approach to God is based on both of these activities, With the addition of a daily
opportunity for mental prayer, this rrctty well comprises the spiritual side of our life.
In between the services, the monk will be engaged in some kind of work or study and, so
as not to strain him too much, there is a merry hour of recreation in the evening.

Thesc are the bare bones of out life, but they do not explain why we do it all.  This
motive is provided by our vows which in 2 Benedictine monastery are:~
(1)  Stability, a continuous belonging to the monastic family.

(2) 801:iversion of life, using the monastic life as a means of continually tending towards
od.
(3) fOb}:diem:e, not a discipline as in the services, but obedience of sons towards a
ather. .
A Benedictine community is a family, with the abhot as father and the othet brethren as
his sons.

A Benedictine motto is “To work is to pray and to pray is to work”. The long
night office and the seven fairly short day hours are the framework of the life, but any
other work done, whether in the house or garden or priestly work, is also to be offered
up to ‘God in the spirit of prayer, Austerity without extravagance, discipline without
harshness, simplicity with moderation, and all in the setting of a true home, such is the
Benedictine way of life.  All that is asked of those who seek to enter it is humility. ‘That

_is 8 Benedict’s main requirement, but no one can read his rule without petceiving how

profound was his knowledge of human nature and the sympathy with human weakness
which that great man possessed. Everything we do in the abbey of § Mary and S Benedict
at Nashdom we endeavour to do in his spirit.

1 would like to say most emphatically that the Benedictine life is eminently suitable,
and indeed absolutely necessary for the church in this land, The very law-abiding nature
of the English should make them appreciate a well-ordered regime. Founded in part
as she. was by Benedictine monks, the Church of England still bears many traces of her
otigin, The most obvious Benedictine trait in her is the liturgical spirit which is deeply
ingrained and is to be found in cathedrals and parish churches in town and country, Even
the very arrangement of the churches, with their choir stalls, follows a monastic pattern,
and his previous habits should make the English churchman at home in the solemn worship
which is the heart of the Benedictine life.

This Benedictine way of life is the answer to many of the problems which face the
Church of England.  Itis a witness to her catholicity, The presence in our land in various

laces of ruined abbeys is a standing shame to us, but that there should be real abbeys
ived in by members of our church, where the same rule is observed that § Augustine
brought with him, that is a witness to her continuity which is impressive.

1t is also a great means of reunion, The Benedictine way of life was settled centuries
before the Reformation, so that we can say that it is something untouched by the contro-
versies of that epoch and therefore neutral ground which can safely be walked upon.
Benedictinism js part of the heritage of the Church of England, not only from the period
before the Reformation but from the undivided church, when the schism between east
and west had not taken place. She takes hold of this heritage by supporting the present
monasteries and by initiating new ones, Benedictinism has just that adaptability which is
specially suited to English characteristics, temperament and mental outlock.

Then it is a great corrective to the immense activity with which so much of our
church life is marked. S Benedict has to offer; prayer, balanced mortification, the secking
of God for Himself alone and not for the sake of doing anything for Him, quietness,
patience and contented peace. Before we can satisfy the spiritual hunger and thirse of
others, we must acquire some measure of spiritual satisfaction for ourselves in prayer,
meditation and the knowledge of God which these bring. When men and women bind
themselves together to serve the church, to guide youth, to help the unfortunate and to
convert the heathen, they are liable to make mistakes, to use means in their blindness which
will defeat in the end the purposes they have at heart. When they join together simpl{
to imitate Christ, they can hardly go wrong on the way. ‘They need not fear that God will
not use them if He wants them,
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MONKS IN CHOIR

THE BENEDICTINES OF NASHDOM

by the Revd I CoLiv STEPHENSON,
Adrinistrator of the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham

IT IS A STRANGE THING that in the revival of the Religious Life for
men in the Church of England God does nct seem to have raised up anyone
with the undoubted characteristics of 2 founder except Fr Benson cof the
Cowley Fathers. :

The Benedictines of Nashdom, who ate keeping their Golden Jubilee
this year, illustrate this in a remarkable way. ‘ .

A strangely gifted young man called Carlyle had fathered 2 group around him who
wete interested in the possibilities of reviving the Benedictine life for men within the
Church of England. With a certain degree of approval from the Archbishop of Canter-
bury and the help of several influential people, such as Lord Halifax, he managed to form
a group of monks living under the rule of $ Benedict, first at Painsthorpe in Yorkshire
and later on Caldy Island, a small island off the coast of Wales.

This period in the life of the community was onc of great excitement and very
ambitious plans for the future, but in their island home they had drifted more and more
out of touch with the church of England. Carlyle, who was now known as Abbot
Aelred, had been ordained by the Bishop of Fond du Lac in America, but he was anxious
to get official recognition from the Archbishop of Canterbury. Already he had piled up
vast debts through his extravagant scheines and he was thetf;st person to appreciate the
gospel image of the seed growing in secret.




The appointment of Bishop Gore to represent the Archbishop in negotiations with
the community looked a %ood idea on paper as he, alone of the English episcopate, had
some experience of the religious life having been the founder of the Community of the
Resurrection, In fact there could have been few persons less likely to be influenced by
Abbot Aelred’s undoubted charm and more unyielding in what he regarded as matters of
principle. As a result Abbot Aelred led most of the community to make their submission
to the Church of Rome. He found the authorities of the Roman Church, including $
Pius X, rather less critical than Bishop Gore and he was confirmed as abbot of the com-
munity. He was removed after some years and worked in Canada s a secular priest, but
it must be remembered that in spite of his failings God allowed him to be the im-
mediate and remote cause of two religious communities who give constant praise and
worship to Almighty God.

Two communities because thete was a small group which did not make their sub-
mission to Rome. Some became seculars again, but one or two wished to continue the
cffort to revive the Benedictine life in the Church of England,

The leader of this group was Denys Prideaux, a priest of great learning who was
know gs ‘the brains of the Caldy Community’. He had been an oblate and guest-master
on the island and had been content to play 2 very minor role in its internal affairs. Tt
was this retiring scholar who was pcrsundec? to become superior of the small group which
had gathered when in 1914 they established themselves in a house which had been provided
at Pershore in Worcestershire, -

This was the unpromising beginning of the community which is keeping its golden
jubilee. They had a very hard time at Pershore, not least {ecausc the Great War broke
out at once and created difficulties for the most firmly established otrders, Added to
this there was now a natural suspicion of them following the debacle at Caldy.

However they persevered and vocations began to come. Dom Denys established
their ethos in the traditions of the Maurist Congregations in France for which he had a
profound admiration. Their plain black habits and closely cropped heads were in marked
contrast to the white habits with black scapulars and elaborate tonsures which had been
adopted at Caldy.

The KRouse at Pershore was not very satisfactory for an expanding community and
Dom Denys, who had been elected Abbot, was anxious to be closer to London, A
rematkable house built by Lutyens for a Russian prince who wanted to be close to Windsor
came on to the market. It was situated in Buckingham close to Burnham and Taplow
and called Nashdom, which T believe means ‘Qur Home” in Russian, It was bought b
the community who moved there in September 1926. The ballroom became, and still
remains, their chapel, Many came and tried their vocations, but only a few persevered
and took solemn vows. It has been the names of such monks as Dom Bernard Clements,
Dom Gregory Dix and Dom Anselm Hughes which has made the community known
to a far wider circle than the Catholics within the Church of England,

When Abbot Denys died his successor was Dom Martin Collet, who did much to
consolidate what had already been built up, Abbot Martin was a man with a high sense
of his office and during his abbacy, which included the last war, the community began
more and more to take its place within the framework of the Church of England. The
appointment of Bishop Kirk to the Diocese of Oxford helped in this enormously and it
must have been a great surprise to many that, after the death of Dom Gregory Dix, the
Bishop’s charge to the diocese was almest completely taken up by a culogy and appteciation
of the life of this distinguished religious who had ﬁccn a proctor in convacation for the
diocese of Oxford.

During the war the community moved from Nashdom and occupied the buildings
of Malling Abbey, Kent, which was in the “battle area’, while the Benedictine nuns from
Edgwarelived at Nashdom. It was a difficult time for the community as various mem-
bers were released for war service and one member died whilst on active service. However
la.ff'_ter the war they returned to Nashdom and began once again to build up theit community
ife.

Before the war a small group of Americans came to Nashdom with the idea of testing
their vocations and establishing the Benedictine life for men within the Episcopatl Church
of America. The war faced them with considerable difficulties and afterwards Abbot
Martin sent Dom Patrick Dalton and Dom Maurus Benson to America to help them with
the foundation, Dom Gregory Dix, who was already a sick man, paid several visits to
America and did a great deal in raising funds and interest and travelling throughout the
country at a great cost to his own health. S Gregory’s Priory at Three Rivers in the State
of Mic¥1igan has already become a firmly cstablished part of church life in America,

8



Abbot Martin did not long sutvive the end of the war and announced his resignation
in 1947, but dicd before it took cffect.  The community elected Dom Augustine Mortis,
the present abbot, who in spite of his youth had been a'monk for a considerable number
of years as he entered the community on leaving school.

Under his leadership the community has arrived at its golden jubilee and it is the
most natural thing in the world that the Archbishop of Canterbury should be coming to
the abbey to take part in the celebrations. .

As we look back over the early history of the community the facts speak for them-
selves, Nashdom Abbey is very much a part of the Church of England and has proved
that it is possible to revive within it the full Bencdictine life, which was so formative a
feature of the church in this country before the Reformation.

“THE JUBILEE OF NASHDOM" :
LEAVING A BUSY ROAD to the west, and wending ones way by winding
narrow roads was my first approach to Llanthony, where in the Welsh
mountains ate the remote ruins of the Benedictine monastery founded by
that Victorian ‘enthusiast’, Father Ignatius. Ruins because despite the
enthusiasm and prayers of many it depended on the personality of one
man and after his death quickly succumbed and faded away. Similadly
in this spring I left the busy toad to the west and wended through winding
lanes to Nashdom, the home of the Benedictine community in the church
of England, not ruined, but alive and active and standing also on another
busy toad so that its influence and prayers can easily spread and disseminate.
This July (15, 18 and 21) the community keeps its jubilee with great events in the
presence of the Archbishop of Canterbury, our Chaplain-General also being present to
commemorate the event, The Jubilee Book of the Benedictines of Nashdom 1914~1946 (Faith
Press, 15/-) has been published giving the story of the successful establishment of a Bene-
dicting community first at Pershore and latterly at Nashdom. The book is well illustrated
and gives an enthtallir:f account of the community’s growth, a growth not spectacular
but nevertheless blessed abundantly, so much so that there is a branch house in the U S A.
The Anglican Church owes much to Nashdom. Great names of past monks spring to
mind—Betnard Clements and Gregory Dix. ‘The purchase and reading of this book
will in some small measurce repay the church’s debt to the community. WDV

THE BENEDICTINES

by W H Mogrusy ) .

THE BENEDICTINES or Black Monks were founded by S Benedict,
who sought God, loved God and made the service of God the single prin-
‘ciple of his existence. He was-born at Nursia about 480 and has been
called the patriarch of western Monasticism. About the year 500 he went
to live as a hermit at Subiaco and gathered disciples round him. . He sub-
sequently moved to Monte Cassino and founded the monastery famous to
this day. He wrote for his monks a rule and it is to this rule that his fame
is' due. S Gregory the Great praises it as “eminent for its discretion” and
because of this and its simplicity and clarity it rapidly spread throughout
the west.

Monte Cassino was sacked by the Lombards about 590, which caused a temporary
move to Rome. This monastery in Rome was dedicated to S Andrew to which Pope
Gregory also belonged and from it went forth S Augustine, prior of the monastery, and
his companions—probably all Benedictines—on their mission to England in 596. Gregory
was the first Pope to employ the monastic orders to evangelise and to combat hetcﬁ(.
The dedication of this Roman monastety to S Andrew was probably because that :}pos e
was one of the first called by OQur Lord and similatly the Benedictines forsake all and follow
the Master, This dedication may be the reason why many Benedictine houses adopted the
8 Andrew’s Cross of which a well knovn instance is'the S Albans gold cross on a dark
blue shield. Thus did England become the first country out of Italy where the Benedictine
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rule was firmly planted and BEnglish Benedictines evangelised Holland and the greater
part of Germany under S Boniface “‘the Apostle of Germany” who was born in Devonshire
in G8o, organising the German church in 716, During the 8th century the Benedictine
rule became so general throughout western Europe that Charlemagne once asked whether
there had been any other monastic rule. For some centuties each monastery conducted
its own affairs subject only to the bishop of the diocese but after a fruitless eflort made
by Benedict of Aniano in 817 to effcct some sort of federation, the abbot of Cluny was
more successful about 910 and a number of Benedictine houses beecame subject to him.

S Benedict defined his monastery as a *‘school of the setvice of the Lord” and the
great acts of service were the daily mass and the performance of the divine office “to
which nothing is to be preferred—it is the work of God”; the rest of the day being spent
in work and study, ctc. From almost the very first there were similar congregations of
nuns of whom Scholastica, sister of Benedict, was the first. Nowhere wete Bencdictine
nuns more numerous than in England from Saxon times to the Reformation. Saxon
Benedictine nuns accompanied Boniface to Germany in the carly 8th century where they
established great convents. Many other orders took the Benedictine rule as the basis
of their own, of which the most important was the Cistercians, who reproduced as far as
they could the original rule of Benedict’s own monastery, restoring agricultural labour
simplifying the liturgy and practising greater austerity, In England monasticism was
practically extinguished by the Danes, who descended upon St Albans among other
places, and are stated to have broken open the reliquary of S Alban and taken some bones
of 'the saint to Denmark. A revival began at Glastonbury in 943 by S Dunstan, which
thus became fot a titne the premier monastery in England, a claim subscquently challenged
by Westminster and finally by St Albans. The abbots of St Albans were authorised by
Pope Adrian IV to take precedence in the following words: ““That as S Alban was dis-
tinctly known to be the first martyr of the English nation, so the abbot of his monastery
should at all times, among the abbots of the English nation in degree of dignity be reputed
first and principal.”

Fifty years after S Benedict’s death 8 Augustine was preaching the gospel to the
English people and for the next seven centuries or so many of the most prominent of our
chroniclers, scholars and attists such as William of Malmesbury and Matthew Paris, the
great historian of St Albans to whom we owe so much for our knowledge of con-
tempotary events, were Bencdictine monks. The order was for hundreds of years the
most flourishing in the chusch. After the Norman conquest came the golden age of
English monastic life and their commanding position in national affairs continued until
the coming of the friats in the fourteenth century. Education and learning have always
been recognised as their principal work of which our own Venerable Bede is an example.

The Benedictine polity consisted of a number of autonomous federations of autono-
mous monasteries which semi-isolation continued until the Fourth Lateran
Council of 1215 which decreed that the houses of each ceclesiastical province should be
federated for mutual help and the maintenance of discipline. In 1336 Pope Benedict XI1IE
decreed that provincial chapters or synods of abbots should meet every third year, which
had already been adopted in England. The first Benedictine chapter of Canterbury was
held at Oxford in 1218 and these teiennial chapters were tegularly held in England up 1o
the time of the dissolution of the monasteries under Henry VIII,  Attempts were then
made to revive the English congregations by exiles in the Low Countrics who to this
day appoint titular abbots for the ancient English abbeys.

Mary T revived the abbey of Westminster and intended reviving St Albans under its
former Abbot Boreham but her death ceased these activities. During the past 100 years
Roman Catholic congregations have re-established the rule at Downside, Ampleforth,
Buckfast and elsewhere. Attempts were made to revive the religious life in the Church
of England by Nicholas Fertar in 1625, Archbishop Sancroft in 1664 and William Law in
1743 but none achieved lasting success until early in the Oxford Movement. The first
successful attempt was the founding of the Socicty of S John the Evangelist by Fr Benson
at Cowley, Oxford in 1866 and since then other communities, hoth men and women,
have become firmly established so that once again the pure flame of monastic devotion
burns btightly in our midst. These new creations perhaps express more the Anglican
tradition, temperament and needs and can hardly be likened to those suppressed by Henry
VHIL The better known among the many communitics of women are the All Saints
Sistethood and that of § Margarets, East Grinstead. )

The Benedictine revival in the English Church started with Joseph Leycester Lyne
(Brother, subsequently Father, Ignatius) who was licensed to the famous church of §
Peter’s, Plymouth. He subsequently worked under Fr Lowder at § Goerge’s in the East

10

D —




where he did wonderful work but his black Benedictine habit gave so much offence that
he resigned.  Then came the foundation of Llanthony Abbey which though unfinished
and subsequently abandoned was a wonderful achievemnent. The saintly Bishop Forbes”
of Brechin wrote “I thank God for putting it into the heart of a deacon of our church to
restore the rule of § Benedict in our midst”.  Whatever may be thought of the well authen-
ticated stories of supernatural occurrences at Llanthony, which included appearances of
Our Lady, it can be imagined what a place of pilgrimage it would have become under
another communion, Fr Ignatius died on Oct. 16th 1508, his last words being *‘Praised
be Jesus for ever and evet”., He was a wonderful preacher and missioner with a true
love of souls but he was woefully mishandled, ignored and persecuted by those who
should have given him encouragement and support.  To some he may have appeared to
have been eccentric but that same charge was made against Our Lord and His holy
apostles. We could well do with a few more “eccentric” churchpeople in these days.
Fr Ignatius made a noble effort to revive the Benedictine rule in our midst against many
difficulties and at a time when the average Englishman and most certainly the average
English bishop was horrified and secretly frightened at the thought of monks.

All was not lost however as at a propetty known later as Pershore Abbey Fr Denys
Prideaux continued the revival with the help of Lord Halifax and others, The community
soon began to outgrow its quarters at Pershore and in 1926 they moved to larger premises
now known as Nashdom Abbey. S Benedict laid it down that “Guests are never lacking -
in a momastery” and throughout the ages the reception of guests has formed part of the
work and in the middle ages nowhere was this more noticeable than at St Albans owing
to its nearness to London. In the coursc of a year several hundred priests and laymen
stay at Nashdom for one ot two nights and many othets pay visits of a few hours, Intend-
ing guests are asked to communicate with the guestmaster. May more of our younger
brethren find the call and vocation of the religious life and take this opportunity of first
staying a few days in the guest house. If he is accepted, no life vows will be raken until
after four or even seven years, during which he is free to depart at any time or if there
should still be doubt as to his suitability, May all of us who ate privileged to serve at
God’s altar increasc in that spirit of total consecration ta God which is characteristic of
the rule of § Benedict.

THE G.S.S. IN AUSTRALIA
T HAVE been a brother of the Guild for about 44 years, and am at present
treasurer of the chapter of Holy Fellowship, Ilford. -

I have recently returned from a two months’ stay in Australia, the
primary object being to visit my brother, who resides at Noble Park, near
Melbourne, and his family, and whom I had not seen for over forty years.
I arrived on S Andrew’s Day 1963,

T was privileged to join the chapter of All Saints, Melboutne, in the singing of the
office on Friday, the 13th December 1963 at S John the Baptist, West Brunswick, Mel-
bourne, and the combined chapters of All Saints and 8 Barnabas (Geeleng) on Saturday,
the 18th January 1964 at the church of All Saints, Geelong. At S John’s about sixty
brothers were present, and at All Saints about fifty, some of them being accompanied
by theit wives, children and friends, and I was informed that several had travelled iong
distances in order to be present. '

On each occasion the office was sung with full ceremonial, and the rendering was
at least equal to that of the chapters at home.

At the meeting that followed the office at S John’s 1 received a most cordial welcome,
and was inttoduced to the chaplain, brothers and friends. T had the pleasure of conveying
the fraternal greetings of my own chapter, which wete heartily reciprocated. At the office
at All Saints T met the chaplain and brothets of § Barnabas. To the end of my days [
shall Jook back with pleasure upon the two occasions. . .

I should like to record my thanks to the chaplains and brothers of the two chapters
for the wonderful reception accorded to me, and in particular to Brother W A Gibson, the
chaptet secretary of All Saints, who very kindly invited me to travel in his car to the two
offices, and which made it possible for me to be present, as the first journey was one of
25 miles and the second 70 miles,

I was also privileged on most Sundays to attend mass at the little dual-purpose church
of § Aidan, Noble Patk (whose vicar, the Reverend L Matshall-Wood, is a priest-associate
of the Guild), and on one Sunday at the chutch of Holy Trinity, Benalla, which is about
150 miles north of Melbourne. The Christmass night mass at S Aidan’s was particularly
inspiting, and I need hardly add that Christmass in high summer was an entirely new
experience for me.

1I




 FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
I CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the
Catholic Faith in the Anglican Communion. Since the days of
the Tractarians it has been the ownly effective safeguard against
attacks from within and without, and membership is urged upon
all who believe that the Catholic tradition represents the trué
mind of the Church of England,

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committices
and a small headquarters staff. The General Council elected by
diocesan committees is the governing body whose work is carried
out by the Executive Conmmittee. The Catholic Group organises
the sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. The
Theological, Legal, and Patronage Comumittees are composed of
members with specialised knowledge. The Church Literature
Association publishes books, fllmstrips, and tracts upon a
considerable scale. The Church Social Action Commitiee arouses
interest in social matters. The Pilgrimage Commitiee arranges
pilgrimages to holy places. The Church Observer (9d. quarterly
5/- post free annually) is the quarterly magazine ; and the Fiery
Cross Inset (7/6 per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with
definite Catholic teaching, Faith and Unity is a quarterly devoted
to reunion matters, minimum subscription 5/« per annum,
post free.

Full Members pay an annual minimum subscription of 10/-
and take part in this work. They are normally attached to
branches which organise festivals, special services, and meetings
of every description. They have a direct voice in the policy of
the Union through the diocesan committees elected frem branch
members.

THE CHURCH UNION

199, UXBRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, W.12
Telephone: SHEpherds Bush 0726/7

. o=




CEREMONIAL

by ] P RoGERs

THE WORD ‘CEREMONY’ comes from the Latin—caeremonin—
sanctity, or religious practice or action. So it really relates to religion but
has come to be used in a general way, like a ceremonial parade.

Although I am writing primatily of ceremonial in connection with
the Christian religion, I will begin by trying to show that ceremonial enters,
‘whether we like it or not, and whether we realise it or not, into many phases
of our daily life, of which I will give you one or two examples before passing
on to religious ceremonial.

But first let me say that there are two sorts of ceremonial, viz:—~
1. Functional. 2, Symbolic.
And the second is the natural outcome or development of the first.

. Functional ceremonial is merely the doing of some necessary act or series of acts
in 4 dignified and methodical manner and in the most convenient way to all concerned and,
where two or more persons arc to act in concert, the doing of whatever it may be in a
recognised and pre-arranged manner (often a traditional manner), well undetstood by
all, so that there is no confusion, no clash and no uncertainty between the participants
in the ceremony through anyone not knowing what is going to happen next or how some
necessary act is going to be performed. “‘Ladies first” and all that. ‘

.. Por example, most people, being right-handed, drink with their right hands, therefore
it is convenient to put glasses and cups on the right-hand side of where someone is going
to sit and drink: therefore it is convenient for a waiter or waitress to serve the drinks on
the right-hand side and dishes of eats on the left, where they will niot crack into the glasses.
You try to do'it the other way and you will see how hopelessly awkward it is, for the
person being served will have to help himself left-handed. ‘That is an example of a
piece of simple cetemonial which is still functional and practical. ) :

Symbolic ceremonial usually develops from -the functional, when in the coursc of
time the practical purpose has disappeared and the ceremony remains as a symbol only.
For example, shaking hands, which was (1) originally to show that one’s right hand was
not holding a weapon of offence and is now (2) gywbolically to show. friendliness. Hats
are taken off in token of respect, now purcly symbolically,

There are all kinds of ceremonial in public life, e.g.:—

(1) In the Services : saluting, eyes right, marching past, trooping the colour, cte.
(2) In freemasonry, where the ceremonial is elaborate and precise.
(3) In the Houses of Parliament, where new members are introduced with bows and

the taking off of hats, several times. .

(4) At school prize-givings, where the lucky winners shake hands (often scveral times)
with the distinguished person who is presenting the prizes.

(5} At all kinds of mectings and performances, where hands are clapped to signify
approval. )

(6) Handshakes after table tennis, '

I am sure you will not want me to give more examples of which thete ate plenty.
And we reach the conclusion that all of us ate constantly using little bits of ceremonial in
our daily lives, both in private and in public. ,

Very well. And in just the same way and for similar reasons, ceremonial of both
kinds, functional and symbolic, has its place and its purpose in Christian worship.

5. Paul recommends (1 Cor. XIV 40) that all things be done decently and in order.
And s0 we should apply that precept when we assemble in a place of worship, We walk
in in g quiet and dignified way and go to our appointed places.” Think of the confusion
and noise there would be, if everyone dashed in and fought for places. If one enters a
friend’s house, one pays respect to the householder, So one should likewise on entering
God's house.  If you agree, then you have admitted that in principle ceremonial is desirable
in church, But some Protestants may say, “Yes, but in strict moderation; there’s no need
for all the bowing and scraping and to-ing and fro-ing of servers and others which are
to be seen in Catholic churches, both Roman and Anglican.” i

Well, T say that all that kind of thing ir needed, too. The symbolism of these very
movements is of immense importance for our minds (especially our sub-conscious).
They convey to us truths and evoke in us responses. :
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We should all agree that the principal Catholic service, to which all others are secon-
dary, is the mass or holy cucharist or holy communion or Lord’s supper (or whatevername
you like to call it by}, because that is the only Christian service ordained by Our Lord
Jesus Christ Himself, when He said, “Do this—in remembrance of Me” (=recalling me).
He did not say *‘do sing hymns” or *'do recite morning and evening prayet”. He said,
“Do #his”. And that service which He commanded is a sactament and is primarily the
doing of something in accordance with Qur Lord’s command, not the saying or singing
of something as in morning or evening prayer. It is the action or doing which we assemble
in church for and the words which are sung or spoken are, apart from Our Lord’s Words
of Institution, merely an accompaniment of the action, which is the offering of the sacra-
ment of Qur Lord’s body and b%)ood, and the continuing here and now of the offering FHe
once made on Calvary. And so, apart from Our Lord’s own Words of Institution, it is
things that are dome (that is, the ceremonies) which are primary, and the things that are sung
and said (i.e., the rites) which are secondary. Therein lies one of the great cleavages
between Catholic and Protestant Christianity, and from this cleava%c springs the prejudice
that exists in many Protestant minds against Catholic ceremonial. And I give you the
Protestant point of view, so that you may be able to mcet it in any controversial discussion
on the subject in which you may be involved.

The Protestant indeed has his ceremonial (much of it the same as that of the Catholic),
thus admitting the principle of it, e.g., the well ordered procession of sidesmen carrying
up the collection and the solemn elevation of the almsdish (most suitably symbolic indeed,
yet dangerously idolatrous!). Then there are (again in common with Catholic practice)
the changes of posture of the congregation, now sitting, now standing, now kneeling at
different stages of the service, and in #bis matter far greater attention is paid to uniformity
in Protestant than in Catholic practice, in which nobody minds very much what posture
his neighbour adopts, Al these changes of posture are symbolic. The worship goes
up to God equally from the parish church or the camp or the ship or from the sick bed.
But on the whole, in attending a service, the Protestant thinks of it as primarily something
which is said or sung and which should be beard. In other words the aural sense only is
appealed to. This primacy of the aural sense is really not justifiable, for speech
is simply a particular type of meaningful bodily movement ("xraamciy the movement of lips,
tongue, vocal chord, etc.), movements which are fully acceptable to them. Why then
should they object to other bodily movements of gesture, head or knee bendings, although
these are meaningful and indeed often evocative of pious feelings such as Protestants
would approve? The reason the Protestant would give for cutting out ceremonial is
that he believes that, as God is a spitit, He should be worshipped in spirit only, so that
conerete things (and actions and ceremonies in connection with them) are to his mind
unspiritual and likely to lead atleast tolack of attention to the word, and at the worst to
idolatry. He has a feeling that those who (for instance) cross themselves, genuflect or
take part in various cercmonial acts, must in performing these actions (so strange and
distracting to him), be concentrating their minds on those actions themselves rather than
on their meaning or on the words being said or sung at that moment, It is quite natural,
therefore, that, believing this, he should have a general feeling against ceremonial in
connection with people and things in church (whilst liking it in other places) or that he
should at least wish to reduce it to a minimum, The most extreme sect who support
this point of view is the Society of Friends, commonly called Quakers, which has always
been opposed to ceremontal at theit meetings, The early Quakers vsed to keep their
hats on all the time as a protest against the ceremonial which would be involved in removing
them, thus unwittingly creating a piece of cetemonial not far removed from the wearing
of a biretta in church by a Catholic priest,

By contrast to all this, the Catholic, of course, believes too that God is a spirit, but
he also believes that God works through men and through things, all of which are God's
creating; things like the bread and the wine: and the Catholic also sees no reason why all
the facultics with which man is endowed should not be employed in His worship, including
for instance the sense of smell, appealed to by incense, and above all the eye. Every
teacher knows how much can be taught by pictures or things written (c.g., on a black-
board) as distinct from words, words spolen (often to bored and inattentive ears):
as witness the popularitg of television over reading. And'so, if the holy mass is (as I have
shown) an action, let it be an appealing one, 2 drama, which will enthral all who come to
worship and will hold their attention and raisc their minds to God. Even the illiterate,
the ill-educated, the deaf, can then (by seesng what is happening) the better understand
what it is and what is being done, and this is reinforced by the actions of the ceremonial,
both fi'nctional and symbolic. 1t stands to reason that such & drama will hold the attention
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far more and make a far greater appeal than a mere recital of words in 17th century English
only a part of which is fully uaderstood. And, if it is granted that the mass is to be a drama,
then let all the actors know their parts and play them with the confidence engendered by
that knowledge. When the servers are about theit duties at the altar, everything they do
has been pre-arranged exactly and practised, because any hesitations, uncertainties, col-
lisions, signals, whispering, hissed instructions and such like would interfere with the
orderly and dignified offeting of the worship and would distract the attention of the
congregation.

Let me take a few random examples of Catholic ceremonial, which may provoke
controversy with Protestants :—

1. On entering a church, the Catholic makes the sign of the cross (with holy water
if available). The sign is to recall to the mind the sactifice of Christ on the cross and the
water is to symbolise the purity of mind with which one should enter God’s house to
worship. Simple minds are helped by this kind of ‘symbolism.

2. If the blessed Sacrament is reserved or on the altar, the Catholic genuflects to
It, because he believes that Qur Lord is there in the sacred elements. If Our Lord re-
appeared on earth, surely every Christian would kneel to Him in adoration.

3. Incense was offered under the Jewish law. When the smoke of incense goes up,
it symbolises prayer rising up to God. What a help this kind of symbolism can be to
simple minds!

4. In the offertory the priest publicly washes his hands and wipes them on a towel.
This may perhaps still be functionzl, since we should all agree that he should have clean
hands when administering the sacrament, but it is really mainly symbolic of the purity
of mind with which he should celebrate. 1 wifl not detain you with further examples;
the whole mass is full of them,

1 will end with this. Those who have not been brought up in Catholic practices and
taught their meaning and purpose perhaps quite natutally imagine that those who take
part in them arc all the time paying attention only to the ceremonial which they are per-
forming and are thus losing the spiritual value of worship. Although this may be true
in one sense, when those practices are still being learnt, yet, when once they are learnt,
they are a help and not a hindrance to worship and, in the case of the server, by knowing
exactly what to de, he can play his pare in the drama with ease and confidence and be able
to offer truly spiritual worship to God whilst doing so—indeed i# doing to. But there is
another answer. 1 will take you a step further. God may be worshipped not only by
mental processes, not only by words, not only by vocal and instrumental music, by flowers
beautifully arranged, by beautiful embroidery, by wood carving, by painting, by glass,
but in every act well done for His sake in a spirit of worship and offering.  What about
the organist (of any church or chapel) who whilst a prayer is still being offered, must
prepate to play the right thing (the Amen or whatever it may be) at the right moment and
perhaps must control the actions or behaviout of the choir?  What about the boy behind
the organ who used to blow it before the days of electricity? What about the verger
going about his duties and the sidesmen going about theirs, often in the midst of the
singing of a hymn or some other thing by the congregation? And so it is also with
servers, who are performing their particular duties quite independently of the congrega-
tion? The same principle applies to all these; they are offering their humble service to
God in a special way, which happens at many points in the service to be different from,
detached from, the worship of the congregation. I used to find as a server, and still do
as a sidesman that, when one is about one’s duties, a hymn being sung just does not come
through at all to one’s aural sense. One is concentrating on the job in hand. No-one
has the right to judge what value will be placed by Almighty God on the humble service
‘offered by any one of his true worshippers through the medium of whatever one of his
senses he may offer it. The grandest piece of sacred music perfectly sung by the finest
choir in Christendom may be no more pleasing to Almighty God than the performance of
his littlc; task at the altar by the small boy who carries the incense boat, but can hardly
yet read,
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THE BREATH DIVINE

That: Breath which stirs the Soul of Man,
Uplifting Man to God,
Abides in Love, and ever dwells whete
. Angels’ feet have trod.
Thus quickened by this Wind Divine, whereby
Men are as Brothers,
This Spirit issuing from God, must seek
Itself, in others.
In each,—(though hid in fleshly form,) This
Breath Divine must vearn
To kindle more, our Highest Thoughts,—
Eternally to burn.
And as this Spirit,~racing on—supplants the night
With brightest day,
Man’s peace with God, Man’s peace with Man,—

Through Paraclete, convey.
AvsertT MorrisH

THE CHURCH'S FORUM

by the Revd W H Orivea

Why Daily Prayer in the Parish Church?

IN OUR'CHURCH the Divine Office is said daily, more often than not by
the clergy alone. It is encouraping when the laity put in an occasional
attendance. ““Where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.”

The priest saying the office is praying for all his flock. Tt is his duty and he is bound
to it by grave obligation.

At one time, cach day was divided inte periods of hours to which certain names were
assigned, Matins, Lauds,” Prime, Terce, Sext, None, Vespers and Compline.  Thus the
whole day is filled with prayer, praise and the written word, Each “hour” had prayer,
psalm, reading, all chosen to fit in wjth the ideas that the church wishes us to have in
mind at those various offices.  For example, the psalms of lauds are of praise, for that is
what the word means; these are said at dawn when the beauty of the new day speaks of
God who created the wonders of nature; whereas the prayers of compline are of trust
and hope in God’s protection as night approaches,

Since the middle of the 17th century the houts of the Sarum Breviary have been
reproduced in forms of service for motning and evening; so we have them in our books
of common prayer, .

The daily recital of prayer in church is essential if for no other reason than that of
testifying that lifting up the heart to God in cotporate prayer is not limited to one day in
seven, There must be some occasion when a trouble crosses your path, why not use the
op| Oﬂ:-unitydopf sharing it with others in God’s house of prayer at the time when the divine
office is sal

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Stn,

‘ I was most interested in Fr Chatles’ “Etceteras” in the March issue
of THE ServEr. His comments on candles lead me to make a few observa-
tions if T may?
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T agree with Fr Charles when he states that the altar cross is the symbol of Qur Lotrd
Himself, but I ask is the cross an absolute ncccssity to the furniture of God’s board? T think
it can be established by many competent authorities that it is not. We have only to look at
the many illustrations extant of mediaeval altars and I doubt if you will find a cross, ot
crucifix, directly on the “mensa”. Modem practice makes such an ornament indispensable
almost without exception, and in so doing often ruins a fine altar plece.

Many reredoses are designed in themselves to be complete. I refer, of course, to the
type which has the Risen Lord, or a “Christus Rex” as its central theme. We sec examples
in Southwark Cathedral and in Hereford Cathedral lady chapel. In my own parish church
the Lady altar is adorned with a magnificent gothic reredos, catved, painted and gilded,
which shows the Queen of Heaven with the Holy Child in the centre panel. This, with
:_hg: two candlesticks, is quite enough in itself, but an claborate silver crucifix is placed in

ront.

Surely, again, when Our Lord is present on the altar in the blessed sacrament the
whole symbolism of a cross is defeated? For therein He is with us in very truth and thus
we have no more need of a cross on the altar to remind us of His presence—especially if
the church has a great rood or crucifix placed over the chancel entrance. The [atter really
should be quite enough for up there we see His broken body torn asunder for mankind;
but on His altar throne do we not gaze upon His glorified flesh that comes to us in the
spotless oblation—the sacred host? I submit that we are much mistaken in thinking an
altar is incomplete if it lacks 2 cross. -

On candles T am entirely at one with Fr Charles. But once again, how often church-
people clutter up altars with too many candlesticks] My own church’s high altar was
designed eighty years ago and as such is typical of the Victorian era, It was intended never
to have more than two lights, but today it is crammed up with a row of six—the result of
misguided zeal in the Catholic cause well over fifty years ago. And this is typical of a
great many of our churches up and down the country.

Letus hotpe that those whose concern is care for the furnishings of God’s altar wherever
it is, will in future attempt to take some account of its artistic arrangements and merits
hefore they proceed to clutter it up with unnecessary and often ugly ornaments in order
to make it appear more ‘‘catholic”. = It is high time we got this old-fashioned “high church”
nonsense out of our systems and began to get our priorities right.

. Antiiony R. Moors

Folkestone

! ATIONS”

by FATHER CHARLES

THE ABOVE represents an editorial request for a series of articles about
‘words ending in the suffix “ation”." Of coutse the editor does not mean just
any old word with such an ending, for that might lead to exasperation,
frustration, expectation, and damnation. No, he means words with this
ending that have some bearing upon our holy religion. I have therefore
suggested dealing with such words in alphabetical order, and to this the
editor has agreéd. It opens up an awful prospect, for it could give me a
job of work that would last my lifetime; it could also restult in letters of in-
dignation demanding to know for how many more years “this old bore,
Fr Charles, is to go on spinning words”.

Whilst 1 helieve words and their meaning are important, I hope I shall not bore
you, for words and their derivation are often of quite unusual. interest, as quite small
children have found to their delight. I knew two little girls who hurled words at cach
other like datts, ‘They were words they had heard their patents use such as “Ruddigore”;
“Guarantee”; “S P G”; “CM S”. for they belonged to a household that was not only
a.churchgoing one, but also one intetested in Gilbert & Sullivan. Words for them were
X_fetbal jewels, to be displayed in excited rivalry with one another.

But why “Ation”? you may ask. I think the answer to that is that for the most part,
words ending with this suffix represent the results of thought andjor action. Tzke for
example the word “valuation”. “This represents the result of the activity of one or many
endeavouring to estimate the worth of something; so, as a rough and ready definition,
let it stand. However, T must not spend ton much time and space with preliminary
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remarks, but “get down to brass tacks”, and submit for your consideration the words
beginning with the letter “A”. This reminds me of a story that should not be allowed to
perish for want of repetition. A village schoolmaster in the North Riding of Yorkshire
was trying to instil a knowledge of the alphabet into a patticularly stolid and dull-witted
boy. “What's the first letter of the alphabet,” he askccﬁ The boy remained dumb, and
the teacher knowing the local pronunciation of words, asked “What does thy fayther
fodder t'beasts with?” At once the answer came ““’Ay, sir”. “Quite right, my hoy,
that’s first letter of the alphabet.”” Fere goes then:-

ACCOMMODATION

For our purposes this has nothing to do with sea-side landladies, but is a term used
in connection with religious teaching. It was used by Our Lord when He used current
ideas of history to enforce His teaching, without necessarily implying that the events
mentioned were historically true—e.g. “The blood of righteous Abel”; “The sign of the
prophet Jonas™, etc. “Accommodation” is often used in Anglican circles for fear of
giving offence, such as “The Ministry of Reconciliation”, or ““The vicar may be seen in
church”, when what is meant is confessions being heard.  This kind of ““Accommodation™
is thoroughly bad.

There is of course a good sense in which “accommodation™ is used, as when a teacher
“accommodates” himsclf to the capacities of his pupils; for example if T am teaching mathe-
matics to children of tender veats, I should not attempt to expound the differential calculus
before teaching them the multiplication table. In religious teaching the term has been
used in the sense of imparting only a portion of truth for the sake of prudence, or of the
moaodification of Christian teaching with a view to its more easy acceptance. In this sense
it was used by Jesuvit missionaries in China in the early part of the 18th century. Such
‘accommodation’ was condemned by successive Popes during the century. Among
“The Tracts for the Times” published in the earlier years of the Catholic Revival, was one
entitled “On Reserve in Communicating Religious Knowledge”. This was a form of
“accommodation” which had much to commend it, as the motive behind the publication
was to ensute reverence. Whilst' it is prudent to feed “babes in Christ” with “mitk”
rather than “meat”, this should not mean the witholding of “the whole counsel of God”
(sce 1 Cot. 3 v. 2, and Acts 20 v. 27).

ADORATION

The offering of divine worship (Latreia) is the duty of the creature towards his Creator,
and in one sense it could be claimed that this is the purpose for which God created us.  But
what do we mean by adoration? I once heatd a young woman address her little godson as
“You adorable thing”; as 2 matter of fact he was a little bag of mischief but his adoring
mother could see nothing but what was lovable in him. It is in this sense that we adore
Almighty God as an expression of out love for Him, but of course adoration should mean
even more than this, Fr Fabet’s hymn “My God how wonderful thou art” expresses all
that we cught to mean by adotation, although T must confess his last lines ““Prostrate
hefore Thy Throne to lie, and gaze and gaze on Thee” fill me with apprehension. T am
rather stout and lying prostrate on one’s “tummy” would result in a pain in the neck
“to gaze and gaze”. However I’ve no doubt in our resurrection bodies we shall not
experience anything quite so horrid.

Adoration is the name sometimes given to that form of extra-liturgical devotion
which is designed as a substitute for benediction, For bishops to allow everything except
the actual signing with the Most Holy Sacrament, scems to me uttetly illogical and
psychologically unsatisfying. If it is right to adore Our Lord present under the sacra-
mental species, it cannot be wrong for a priest to lift up the sacrament in monstrance or
pyx, and make the sign of the cross over the people, But logical consistency is not one
of the characteristics of the English episcopate.

ANNUNCIATION

- By this term is meant what the book of common prayer calls “The Annunciation of
Qur Lady”. Three times a day, with the exception of Eastertide, many people say the
words ““The angel of the Lord announced to Maty. And she conceived by the Holy
Ghost”, followed by the words that Gabriel said to her, and ending with the prayer
“Holy Mary, etc.” Repeated three times, with appropriate versicles and responses, and
the collect for Lady Day, this constitutes the devotion known as the Angelus. For
strengthening belief in the Incarnation, nothing could be bettet, and it has been said that
where the custom of saying the Angelus obtains, heresies regarding this great dogma of
the Catholic Faith have gcen absent, ‘There is so much that could be said but T will confine
myself to three points:-1.  The nature of Gabriel’s salutation; 2. The meaning of
“Full of grace”; and 3. The necessity for the virginal conception.
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1. Gabtiel’s salutation. There is nothing remotely like it in the whole Bible.
Wherever we have recorded any dealings of angels with human beings, there is always
the suggestion that the angels are superior beings to man. To give only one instance,
the “two men” . . . “in white apparel” at the Ascension; there is more than a hint of
condescension in the words “Ye men of Galilee, etc.”’; indeed I always feel that it would
have been appropriate if the angels had said ““You poor mutts, why, etc.?” The saluta-
tion of the mighty archangel to Mary is the kind of greeting that an eastern king might
address to his equal. Man, says the psalmist, was made “a little lower than the angels”,
and in every other instance the angels remember this fact of creation, but Gabriel recognises
in Mary one much highet than himself.

2, “Fuli of grace.” The Greck word so translated occuts in only one other place
in Scripture, and that in quite a different connection. The word itself is a verb in the
petfect tense. The meaning of the Greek Perfect can only be conveyed in English by the
use of “Have” as an auxiliary verb. Literally translated, Gabriel’s salutation would be,
*“Hail, thou who hast been endued with grace”. In New Testament Greek the use of
the Perfect implies something done once for all, but with effects that continue indefinitely.
A most interesting instance of this is in the utterance of Our Lord, ““It is finished”. The
vetb is in the Perfect tense and means literally, “It has been finished”, i.e. the work of
redemption has been completed by His death on the Cross, but its effects continue for
cternity.  Mary was at some time “endued with grace” and continues in that state.  From
this, it appeats to me, one can either deduce her immaculate conception, ot, as § Thomas
Aquinas and others taught, that she was cleansed from all taint of otiginal sin before
Gabriel’s visit.

3. The necessity for the virginal conception. Necessity is of course a question-
begging term, for God could, no doubt, have devised some ather way in which to bring
about the Incarnation of His Eternal Son. In fact, however, He chase that by the power
of the Holy Ghost a virgin woman should conceive, and cventually give birth to a Child
who would be in Person, the Divine Word or Son of God, dnd yet petfectly human.
It is difficult to define what we mean by personality, but as far as human beings are con-
cerned, personality is that which makes us to be sepatate and distinct from other personali-
ties. DPut another way, it is the sum of the qualities that make you to be you, and me to be
me. We share with one another a common nature (human natare), but we do not share
our personality with anyone.. If then the Lord Jesus had been the Child of two buman
patents it would seem to be inevitable that He also would be a human person separate and
distinct from all ather human persons. As such, it is difficult to see how He could have
saved us, for He would not be different from any other good man. The lives of hundreds
of good men have been lived for our inspiration and example, but none of them could
cffect the salvation of the world. Only a divine person could do that. Hence it would
seem to be necessary if the Incarnation was to take place, to eliminate the creation of a
new human personality, and therefore the method of the Incarnation had to be different
from an ordinary human conception and birth, What Our Lotd did was to take into
union with Himself what we have in common with one another, Human Nature in its
fulness, thus uniting the race of mankind to His Divine Personality, Thete are of course
other arguments in defence of the virginal conception of Our Lord Jesus Christ; I have
merely tried to expound the one that seems to me to be the most telling. 1 T have taken
up more space than usual in support of the beliefs of Catholic Christians, it is because the
doctrine is in many quarters held to be a pious opinion, and not necessary to belief in the
Incarnation. 1 can only say that to me belief in the virginal conception is necessaty to a
right belief in the Incarnation, for without it, I can see no other tesult than the heresy
known as Nestorianism, i.e. that Qur Lord is two persons.

BROTHER JOHN’S JOTTINGS

MUCH INTEREST 1S BEING TAKEN in the Thutsday Candle, a note
concerning which appeared in my last ‘Jottings’. The devotion started
in Germany, a Thursday candle having been first burnt at the abbey of
Niederaltaich in Bavaria, centre of the I/t Sancta movement. This move-
ment wis founded in 1919 by Father Max Metzger, the great German apostle
of reconciliation and Christian unity, who was executed by the Nazis in
1944. The movement makes its approach to all believers in Christ on the
basis of Christian baptism, holding that all those duly baptised belong
to the one mystical body of Christ.

19




It includes, wrote Fr Metzger . . . “all Christians whether Catholic ot Protestant
who in using the Lotd’s Prayer and his own high-priestly Prayer” offered on Holy Thurs-
day, the night of his betrayal, will pray that tiey all may be one (Syjohn 17) and who will urge
such prayer on theit fellow-Christians. To this Una Sanete movemnent are affiliated a number
of religious communities in all parts of the world. A growing number of Anglican parish
churches ate adopting this devotion and it is to be hoped that it will grow. Mitfield
Publications will supply prayer cards which also carry an explanation o% the custom.

T have been looking at some colour photographs of the new Shrine of S Swithun which
was placed in the cathedral at Winchester in 1962 by the Friends of the Cathedral. Placed
over the site of the tomb of the Saint, it consists of a beautifully worked canopy on a frame-
work of silver wire and wrought iron; mediaeval in conception but medern 1n execution.
The supporting pillars at each corner form bases for tall candles and the whole shrine
is 2 colourful and devotional addition to the cathedral.

Another cathedral whete the local saint is fittingly commemotated is Chichester,
where S Richard’s altar over the site of the saint’s tomb has for long been 2 centre of
pilgrimage and devotion. And atS Alban’s Abbey the restored shrine of the saint is the
venue for regular pilgrimages and is treated with the honour it deserves.

|

Matters Benedictine are being dealt with in this issue, and it may be of interest to
mention that in some parts of Europe bechives are blessed on § Benedict’s day, and a
medal of the saint is often affixed to beehives. Medals of S Benedict seem very difficult
to come across; the only ones I have ever seen were on sale in the remarkably well stocked
repository attached to Adam and Eve’s, the famous Franciscan church in Dublin.

BOOK REVIEWS

CarroLic WaystoE Guine To THE West CouNTrRY AND WALES:

Catholic Wayside Guide, 13, 14, Fore Street, Hartland, N. Devon, ss.

The compilers of this guide are to be congratulated. In a handy form it contains a
wealth of information as to places of Catholic interest in Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Somer-
set and Wales, with several iﬁusttations. Intended for Roman Catholic readers (the nearest
Roman Catholic church to each place mentioned being always given) it will nevertheless
prove extremely useful to any server who is on holiday in the west country. Not only
is there much information about the wealth of holy wells and shrines in the west, but there
is also some good material about many Anglican churches. It is written in a light and
casy style, as witness the entry for Huntshaw, Devon,

‘Bl, Cuthbert Mayne was rector here, 1561, before conversion. § Mary Magdalenc
(C of B) 14th ¢, reconstructed 15th ¢. when Bishop Lacy granted indulgence to those
who contributed to upkeep. (We actually bonght an indulgencel) Pleasant atmosphere;
picture and statue of Bl. Cuthbert and picture of Launceston shrine, are kept in the
church, Carved pillar statue niches, with statues replaced.”

If you are exploring in the west country this year, send for this book first.

How ro Stupy AN Orp CHurcnH

A Needham, ' Batsford. 7/6d.

* This book has now reached a fourth impression, and it has cvidently filled a real
need. For the younger server who would like to take up the study of old churches with
knowledge, this is an ideal book. All parts of a church—and even the memotials in the
churchyard—are thoroughly described, their function explained and the reader is shown
what to look for. The illustrations are excellent and very wide in their range. Like all
Batsford publications, this is beautifully produced and well worth the money.

. PP
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MADONNA INCENSE  per b~ 7f6
An established favourite - - '

Festival Incense ... per Ib. 10/-
Special " o - 12/-
Rosa Mystica,, .. " 15/~

All blends can be supplied powdered, on request, at no
extra charge.

No blend of mine will hurt the throat unless Thurible is
swung violently, so burning Incense.

Incense should be kept away from radiators.

 “«INSTANT GLOW ”

' CHARCOAL - SQUARES

4/6d. per box of 48 small squares, post 2/-
5/-d. per box of 48 squates, post 2/-
We can now offer you
- “INSTANT GLOW?” Chatcoal Rings
4/3d. per box of 30 large rings, post 1/9

The ideal CHARCOAL for G.S.S. Offices, street
processions, or whenever speed is essential.

C. BRITTON & SON

53, ROBERT STREET,
REGENT'S PARK, NW1.
' EUSton 2576

—
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CHURCH MEN IN HOLBORN

THE 1964 EASTER FESTIVAL

ONE HUNDRED AND ONE years ago the great church of § Alban in
Brooke Street, Flolbotn, was consecrated. Built on the site of a notorious
thieves kitchen it was called “a city set upon a hill”. Arthur Heriot
Mackonochie was the first vicar and he was served by a devoted band of
priests despite many, many years of persecution for what are now commonly
accepted practices throughout the whole church. Undoubtedly one of
the great priests of that church was Arthur Henry Stanton, whose tomb
with its guardian alabaster angels is in the church—and the outcome of
his long ministry was the great men’s societies—the postmen’s Guild of
S Martin and the Church of England Working Men’s Societies.

It was therefore fitting that on a cold, wet day in April so many men should once
more congregate on Holborn and fill the church for the Guild’s Easter festival. The
old church has gone, bombed and blitzed in the last war, but now has tisen a more glorious
shrine. Delicate pillars scaring up to the painted roof form a worthy serting tor the
presence of Our Lord in the blessed sacrament.

“O sacred Hearr.
Bless our dear native land,;
May England’s sons in truth eer stand,
With faitl's bright banner s1ill in band.

Such was the keynote of the high mass; the church being filled with her sons acclaiming
theit belief and praying for God’s blessing on the Guild, The Revds R-J Avent and
D G Brooker, assistant priests at § Albans, were the celebrant and deacon, and the chaplain
to C OF, Father Stephenson, was the sub-deacon, Father Treadwell at the otgan and
the Guild choir admirably led the singing of the propers and the setting of the mass.
As the Warden latet said at the annual gencral mecting, “it was an inspiration to hear the
singing of the creed and the triumphant hymn, ‘Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluyal”
All'must have been exhilarated by such an act of devout worship”. Many of the brethren
communicated during the mass,

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The assembly hall behind the public library in the ncatby Theobald Road was filled
with over three hundred brethren and the meeting punctually began at 2.30 p m, Father
Fox, the Warden, being in the chair. Prayers were led by the Chaplain-General, Fr
"Freadwell, The minutes of the previous year’s meeting in Queens Gate, the annual reports
and accounts of the Guild having been printed in the March issuc and circulated to all
chapters were reccived. .

Brother R A W Edden in his first teport said that the new lapel badges were selling
well; some goo having already been purchased. The Guild work had increased and the
Wardenappealed forany voluntary assistance thatcould be givento the Secretary-General
The Treasuter-General, Brother Flewlett, briefly commented on the Guild’s finances.
The balance sheet printed in the March issue should have shown £653 on deposit at the
Trustee Savings Bank and f40 petty cash, the total remaining the same, The accounts
for the year showed a balance of £77 against 2 deficit of £8o in the previous year.

Brother Stanley Wilcox in presenting his first report as secretary to the Candidates
for Ordination Fund said that over £2,800 was invested, Father Stephenson, the chaplain,
was thanked for his constant help and advice. It was regretted that some ordinands, who
received gifts, did not cven say ‘thank you’,

A report on TuHE SERVER was given by the Editor, who said that circulation stood
steady at 2,000, but this could casily be increased if every subsctiber renewed his annual
subscription when due. 'The Guild’s thanks was expressed to all who helped in the
distribution of the magazine, and to Brother Hare, who through ill-health has relinquished
the work of registrar and secretary, which he has so cfficiently done for many years. 1t
was hoped to maintain the standard, and all were asked to subsctibe, and to forward
articles and news for publication, and to make the magazine a mus/ for all servers. One
brother reported that an inclusive subscription was paid by members of his chapter to
cover the general subscription, chapter funds, C O F and THE SERVER.
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“DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOU ARE GOING?”

With these words the Warden began his annual address to the Guikd, - e com-
mented on the warm welcomne all had received on such a miscrable April day to enable
It to be such a good festival.  The Guild, he stated, despite the lapsed members was still
lively, the most healthy and virile organisation in the Church of England. It was a power
for good felt in many a parish and diocese. He was personally proud to be the Warden
of a great society.  As such he made in the course of the year many contacts with people
and received many letters giving the bad and good points of the Guild.

It is stated “we are aloof” and he wonld urge all to take an interest in what is going on
in the church—at every level—parochial church council, ruri-decanal conference, diocesan
affaits, church assembly, convocations. It is vitally impottant to know such and therefore
to speak with knowledge and influence pcople.

'The Paul Report (the latest Pauline epistle) affected every parish priest. 1t is important
to read and know what is in it. .

Of the Bishop of Woolwich and the “Honest to God® debate he quoted a divine's
remark of cighty years ago, “My dcear child you must believe in God despite what the
clergy say”’.

In these last months there is reunion talk with Mcthodists. One should discuss and
consider this. The scrvice of rcconciliation taised the problem of Qrder. 1t affected
cvery parish priest and each member,

CONVICTION OF FAITH )

The first thing to tecognise is that one ‘Does not know’ and therefore go on to
“Wanting to know’. The question of priesthood is vitally important. This year’s jubilce
of COF at Kennington reminds us of the men who have been helped and brought to
ordination by our prayers, and we hope ordained with conviction of faith, All should
study what we belicve and what those who wish to reunite with us also believe. All
should know our conviction in sacraments, ptiesthood, apostolic succession,  These all
matter. No reunion can come about unless rightly directed by the Holy Spirit. All
must be knowledgeable, and must have continually a teal conviction of our faith under the
good providence of God. ‘That which is truc we cannot surrender, but we must not
attribute to God that which is not there. We must cling to the faith.

Father Fox ended by quoting the Bishop of Winchester that one should never forget
that changes in administrative reform are only of secondary importance and cannot bring
about the spiritual renewal so necessary in the church today.

THE GUILD’S OFFICERS :

Brother Russell assumed the chair and the brethren present unanimously re-clected
the three priest-officers with acclamation, ‘ )

After Father Fox resumed the chair all the other lay officials were re-clected.

The result of clections for group councillors for 1963-67 was as follows:—

Provincial Group 2 F C Palmer
4 A T Hughes
-9 R W Smallbone
14 C Banyard
19 W B Whitman

A roll call showed that brothers from all pares of England and Wales wete present at
the festival. '

In conclusion the Warden expressed the Guild’s thanks to Father Startup for the usc
of § Albans and our good wishes and hope for his recovery from illness—to the officers,
councillors, choir, chaplains, secretaries and treasurets of all chapters for their work of
charity and labours of love. )

The Guild’s annual contribution of twenty guincas to the Shrine of Our Lady at
Walsingham was apgreed, :

A motion from the floor that other arrangements should be made for the COF
diamond jubilee festival was not agreed to.

THE GUILD OFFICE

After tea in the modetn day scheol of S Alban the brethren vested in the day school
of the Victorian era and processed into the church at 5 o’clock for the Guild office, ar
which Father Stephenson officiated, wearing the Wale cope, fout cantors in copes at the
chancel step leading the singing. What an inspiration it is to hear the unhurried men’s
singing of the Guild’s office, A procession of the councillors and some of the vested
brethren encircled the church, the Warden presiding and the service ended with benediction.

It was once morc a great festival, -emphasing the brothetliness of the Guild, the
devoted work carried out by its officers and the enthusiasm of its members.
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A WHO'S WHO

REGINALD WALTER SMALLBONE of Abingdon, besides the new
secretary and registrar of THE SERVER, is the newly-clected councillor for
- Group 9 which covers the area from Banbury to Slough. He has served
for some forty-six years at Bexhill, Newbuty and § Michael and All Angels,
Abingdon, where be is M C, sacristan and member of the church council.
It is hoped our brethren will keep him busy in extending THE SERVER’S
circulation but when he finds time his hobbies are walking and reading.

The new councillor for Group 19. which covers part of Yorkshire around Leeds,
Bradford and Huddersfield, is Brother WALTER B WHITMAN, who for over twenty
years has been a server at § Paul, Huddersfield.  Bro Whitman’s great interest is the drama
and he is chairman of S Peter’s Players in Huddersfield besides being senior leader of the
Boys’ Club. By profession an electrical enginecr, it is obvious that for relaxation he enjoys
scale models of steam locomotives.

Brother F C PALMER now reptesents Group 2 in Keat. He has served at § Mary,
Ashford, for twenty-six years and takes his full part in the life of that parish in the Scouts
and a former treasurer. Classical music and astronomy ate listed as his hobbies.

Amendments to previous lists:—
GRrAND COUNCILLORS:—
Revd Fr H Ruth, 324 East Union Street, Burlington, New Jersey, US A
ProviNciAL Grour COUNCILLORS:—
2 F C Palmer, z0 Tritton Fields, Kennington, Ashford, Kent
4 A T Hughes, 1 Wykeham Avenue, North End, Portsmouth, Hants
o R W Smallbone, 34 Spring Road, Abingdon, Berks
19 W B Whitman, 13 New Heyroad, Marsh, Huddersfield, Yorks
CHAPTER SECRETARIES:—
Aidan of Lindisfarnc: P Perty, 413 North Road, Darlington, Co. Durham
Aane: L Gray, 27 Warwick Road, Banbury, Oxon
Annunciation: R D Daniells, 87 Chatham Road, London, S W 1t
Augustine of Canterbury: D E Brownfield, 45a High Street, Sheerness, Kent
Cedd: K G Jennings, 15 Wivenhoe Road, Alresford, Colchester, Essex
Cenydd: B. G. Wright, 4 Ernald Place, Uplands, Swansea, Glam
Chad: E G Gort, 29 Grayswood Avenue, Coventry, Warcs
Chad of Essex: A F Hartis, 81 Purfleet Road, Aveley, Essex
Chad-Walsall; W ] King, 27 Wye Road, Blakenhall, Walsall, Staffs
Christ the King: J Doughty, 97 Soho Hill, Handsworth, Birmingham, 19
Christ the King: ] N Holmes, *Withens’, Millers Lane, Redhill, Surrey
Christopher: P R Turner, 19 Avon Road, Cannock, Staffs
Clement: A Edwards, ‘Ash Ford’, Blackfield Road, Fawley, Hants
Cotpus Christi: I1 G Walker, 256 Western Road, Leigh-on-Sea, Esscx
Corpus Christi: D. Moen, Box 564, P O Bulawayo, Sth Rhodesia
Crispin; J Hardman, 65 Waterfold Lane, Heap Bridge, Bury, Lancs
Cuthbert: R O G Read, 93 Bramley Lane, Hipperhcﬁme, Ripponden, Yorks
Cuthbert: R J Waterman, 64 Hartington Street, Barrow-in-Furness, Lancs
Cyprian: A W Young, 11 Northcote Road, Strood, Rochester, Kent
David & Gwynllyw: M. Gould, 20, Church Tetrace, Ponmcwirlnydd, Mon
Denys: J C Farquarson, 140 Thornton Road, Rusholme, Manchester, 14
Dunstan in East: M A Newbold, 14 Bramber Avenue, Peacehaven, Sussex
Dubtitius: G W I Haylock, 126 Landor Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa
Edmund: G Scutrell, 86 Derecham Avecnue, Ipswich, Suffolk
Edmund of Abingdon: R W Smallbone, 34 Spting Road, Abingdon, Berks
Edward Confessor: A E Johnsen, 35 Fendall Road, West Ewell, Surrey
Edwin: ] Skelton, 4 Tentergate Avenue, Knaresborough, Yorks
Bpiphany: P Howland, 95 Blount Ave, East Grinstead, Sussex
Etheldreda: J R Gibson, 212 Chesterton Road, Cambridge, Cambs
Pelix of Dunwich: D Carr, 177 St Margarets Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk
Felix and Fussey: 8 F Heath, 4 Queens Road, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk
* Prancis of Assisi: ] Patterson, Station House, Danby, Whitby, Yorks )
Franeis of Assisi: D F Clothier, Ground Floor Flat, 36 Newport Road, Stafford, Staffs
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Frideswide: W F D Hamblen, 95 Windsor Road, Sleugh, Bucks

Friend of Francis: P Hind, 6 Chatham Strect, Rotherham, Yorks ’
George M: L W Porter, 38 Empress Avenue, Wanstead Park,. London, E 12
George: H Grainger, 13 Tunnard Street, Boston, Lincs :

‘Godric of Finchale: C W Baxter, 4 Lime Crag Avenue, Belmont Park, via Durham
Good Shepherd: F A Russell, 12.Mayfield Street, Derby . -

Gwynno & Tyfodwg: L R Pearce, 78 Berw Road, Pontypridd, Glam

EASTERN AREA EASTER FESTIVAL

CAMBRIDGE was this yeat’s venue for servers in Fast Anglia for their
seventeenth area festival on Easter Monday. Nearly three hundred servers
and friends from all the chapters in the Group attended and welcomed
the Chaplain-General, the Revd A F Treadwell, who was present.

High mass was celebrated in S Mary-the-less church ‘at noon by the vicar, Canon A
Maycock, who also gave a short address describing this famous church. ‘The deacon
was the Revd Dr C C Keet, chaplain to the Cambridge chapter; the sub-deacon being
Mt E | Furley: ' ) '

Solemn Guild office was sung in § Clement’s church, Dr Keet officiating; the church
being filled to the doors. -Father ] H C Twisaday, formetly of Notting Hill, gave an
inspiring address based on the miraculous draught of fishes showing how servers were
in the boat with Jesus and should resolve to be fishers of men by being more faithful to
the sacraments and an example to the world. Aftet a procession the service concluded
with benediction. . o

A social gathering in the Round church hall followed when the group councillot,
Brother Banyard, welcomed all servers and the Chaplain-General, Father Tredidwell,
also spoke. ) :

OBITUARY

Brethren are asked to pray for the soul of HENRY § SIDEBOTTOM, who died
carly this year. He was the oldest serving member having joined the Guild in 1899.

CYRIL H MOORE, for many years musical director and organist to the chapter of
S Benedict, died in April. He was a’staunch suppotter and served the chapter devoutly
and faithfully, A P . . - '

WILLIKM COLGATE, of Bury S Edmunds, has passed to his rest, having served
S John’s church faithfully for many years. His old-world courtesy and his sense of
humour endeared him to all,

CYRIL H B KING, who was only elected to the council at Faster 1963, soon made
an impact upon the Guild which he joined in December 1936, at the church of § Mary,
Bishophill, -His sudden death on the 11th Aptil 1964 cime as a great shock to many of
us who had seen him at the annual general meeting with his usual smiling face and serious
attention to the detail of the business in hand. . The thanks of the Guild go to Almighty
God for letting us have the joy of Cyril King and our deepest sympathy to Mrs King in
the tragedy that came so suddenly. Upon his soul may the T.ord have mercy.

May they rest in peace. : .

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3rd. HOLY TRINITY, MILLBROOK, SOUTHAMPTON:
Corpus Christi Festival. 7,30 p m Guild office.

SATURDAY, JUNE i13th. YORK MINSTER: 12 noon high mass, § Olave
3.30 pm Guild office. Preacher: The Watden. ;

SATURDAY, JUNE 27th. ENFIELD CHAPTER’S DAY PILGRIMAGE to the
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. : .

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1g9th. S OSYTH CHAPTER FESTIVAL at S John the
.Evangelist, Cambridge Street, AYLESBURY. 3.30 pm Guild office. Preacher:
The Rt Revd A L E Williams, formerly Bishop of Bermuda- . .

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1oth. AUTUMN FESTIVAL at S Clement, Sirdar Road,
Notting Dale, London, W 11. 12 noon High mass. Afternoon, Guild office.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24th. NORTH WESTERN CHAPTERS:
S Alban, Cheetwood.  Preacher: The Warden.
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NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

S WILLIAM OF NORWICH
A memorial to the former chaplain of the chapter, the late Revd R C Medhurst, in
the form of an altar frontal and other furnishings in the Blessed Sacrament chapel in S John
Timberhill, Norwich was dedicated by the Archdeacon of Norwich at a service at which
many of the chapter were present.  The Warden, the Revd J B M Fox, was the preacher.
The Easter festival on Easter Tuesday in S Jchn, Maddermarket, Norwich, was well
attended, and the Venerable A Aitken, Archdeacon of Norwich, preached an inspiring
sermon on Samuel—the proto-type server. :
The chapter honoured its patron by a high mass in April at S John, Maddermarket,
with the chaplain, Fr C H Palfey, precentor of the cathedral, celebrating. He also gave an
address on the recorded life of this mediaeval hoy martyr.

S LAWRENCE THE DEACON, READING

The Roman Catholic priest who addressed the chapter on ‘Unity’ last. November
was Father Scantlebury, The annual meeting was held in March after the office had been
sung in § Mary’s, Reading, Among the fifty-five members thirty-six ‘SERVERs’ are sold
cach quarter. Father W Edgar was elected chapliin, and Brothers Canterbury and
Woolgar secretary and treasurer,

The Easter festival was held on April 7th in § Mary the Virgin, Reading. The
newly appointed chaplain, Rev Fr W Edgar, officiated and preached on the theme, “The
Blessed Virgin Mary as the Mother of Jesus™.

We had much pleasure in welcoming 1o our office a grand councillor, Bro A Harding.

S CEDD, ESSEX

. Some thirty members attended at S James church for a Candlemass. The church
has recently been transformed and a great figure of Christ against a dark background
dominates the altar. Father P Angwin was the celebrant.  The annual general meeting

followed, when Father ] Allen was re-elected chaplain.
The office was sung in April at Shrub End when Father Fanscombe gave an address,
his theme being the part played by the Virgin Mary in the life of Christ. The chapter is
to have an cuc%arist in place of the office at their next mecting. .

‘ ALL SAINTS, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA i
This chapter issues a four page typed monthly magazine, Each issue has excellent
articles on the faith, and some lively sayings. Brother Wicks elsewhere refers to his visit
eatly this year,

KING CHARLES THE MARTYR (WALTHAMSTOW AND CHINGFORD
ESSEX
» The chapter celebrated its jubilee on Februm)'y 1st (being started in 1914). The office
was solemnly sung by the chaplain (the Rev Fr Moddex) at S Saviour’s church, Waltham-
stow, assisted by the Rev Frs McAlister and Chaffey. Benediction was given at the close
of the service and procession.

‘The Warden, the Rev Fr Fox, gave an excellent address on the Dignity of the Minister
of the Sanctuary—both priests and servers.

A large company of servers (including some of the foundation members) wete present,
and included representatives from other chapters, The Holy Angels (Leyton), The City
of London chapter, S George’s and S Melitus,

Hope was expressed for greater development as the years increase.

' S CYPRIAN, KUMASI, GHANA

Sunday, 1gth January 1964, which was also the 2nd Sunday after Epiphany, marked a
memorable event in the annals of the chapter. On this day six out of the nine new mem-
bers of the chapter were officially admitted by the Assistant Bishop of Accra, the Right
Rev I 8 M Lemaire, during a high mass celebrated at S Cyprian’s church.

The members concerned who were robed in white albs, amices and girdles, knelt
before the high altar after the creed, The bishop blessed the medals and manuals to be
presented to them on the altar, placed the medals around their necks, handed the manuals
also to the members and blessed them,

The chaplain, the Revd Father Albert W Y Mensah, later recited the office with all
the members,
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THE EPIPHANY, CROYDON

At the chapter’s annual general meeting; after the singing of the office in § Matthew,
Croydon, the treasurer, Bro C R D Fletcher, was succeeded by Bro H L. Garfath. Other
office holders were re-elected as follows: Chaplain, Fr D L Claringbull, secretary Bro P
Howland and C O F secretary Bro T W Pay. ’

The present strength of the chapter is 94 brothers and these are spread over thirty
churches; so it is not possible for us to sing the office at each church in our area every year.

We were pleased to welcome back from All Souls chapter Fr R A Penney on his
appointment to the living of § Saviour, Croydon, at which church we sang our office last
September. . .

The Cld Patace, Croydon, was formerly the palace of the Archbishops of Canterbury.
We had previously visited it in 1952 and were grateful to be afforded another opportunity
last October. From the 15th century banqueting hall we were conducted round the
palace by Sister Fenella, ¢ s c, the sister-in-charge of the school which the Community of
the Sisters of the Church have run there since 1889.  Our visit concluded with the singing
of the solemn Guild office in the Tudor chapel.

SAINT JEROME, MANSFIELD ' '

. “With the support of the chapter of Our Lady and S Eadburgh, Nottingham, this
chapter again organised ‘an Easter Monday festival, this being the 41st of its kind. The
morning venue was Lincoln, whete at the church of All Saints high mass was sung, the
celebrant being Fr M R J Manktelow, sub-warden of Lincoln ‘Theological College and |
chaplain to the Lincoln chapter. Deacon was Fr B Humpbhries, rector of Fiskerton, and
sub-deacon Fr P Clatke, vicar of All Saints. After lunch the parties travelled to Gains-
borough to the church of S John the Divine, where solemn Guild office was sung hy
Fr A J Hallmatk, rector of North Wheatley, Retford, until recently chaplain of the Mans-
field chapter; this was followed by solemn benediction given by Fr R H Williams, vicar
of § John'’s. * At both chutches all robed servers joined in processions, supported by
priests vested in copes, including Fr Baxter, vicar of Woodville, Burton-on-Trent, a regular
attender at these gatherings. -Unfortunately, Canon C Leeper, Scuthwell, founder of the
rallics, was for the first time unable to atten:{ owing to age and ill-health. Tea in S John’s
hall, at which thanks wete voiced to the priests who had lnaned their churches for the
services, also to all who had helped to make this another memorable oceasion, concluded
a very happy day.

THE INCARNATE WORD, KINGSTON

Since out last report, the chapter has met on twelve occasions, and in the summet of
1963 acquaintance was renewed with the parish of All Souls, 5 Margaret’s-on-Thames,
whose parish priest, Fr Norman Wells, an associate of the Guild, was until recently chaplain
to our neighbouring chapter of S Stephen, West London.

At Michaelmass, to mark the occasion of the jubilee of, the foundation of the parish
of Fulwell and of the consecration of the church, the office was solemnly sung with
procession and solemn benediction in the church of 58 Michael and George. The
Chiaplain-General, Fr Treadwell, gave the address, and we wete further honoured by the
presence of both the Secretary-General, formetly attached to the chapter, and the Treasurer-
General. ‘ : :

We have supported the major festivals of the Guild as they have occurred, and we
now lend our copes, purchased at the time of our chapter jubilee, fot the use of the second
pair of cantors at the Guild office sung in connection with these festivals. 'They were
used for this purpose for the first time at the autumn festival at S Mary’s, Stepney.

The chapter undertook the staffing of the Epiphany festival held in the Southwark
diocese on the Saturday after the Epiphany, and accordingly provided the teams to serve
the solemn mass at S John’s, Waterloo, and the Guild office in Southwark Cathedral,

. We regret to report that after thirty years’ loyal service to the chapter as treasurer, -
Bro Frank Clarke has resigned, and we note our great appreciation of his work, . In his
place we have appointed Bro Arthur Spear, another brother with a long history of service
to the Guild, having served both as secretary of a chapter considerably more widespread
than our own and as a member of the Guild council, -
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THE HOLY ROOD, EALING

The chaprer is obviously a “typical” one since the membetship numbers reported
at the AG M held at § Mellitis, Hanwell, in March show the same sort of trends as those
reported for the Guild as a whole at its Easter festival. Gains offset losses and numbers are
maintained at about ninety including probationers and priest-associates, At the AG M
the officers of the previous year were re-elected with the exception of Bro Jarrett who, after
a number of years of good service, is unable to continue as treasurer and was teplaced by
Bro Mitchell. The office has been sung this year ac All Saints, Hanworth, and S Peter,
Ealing, and attendance has been in the region of thirty per cent.—a disappointing figure
which is however offsct to some extent by the presence of ten brethren representing the
chapter at S Alhan’s, Holbhorn, at the Gui¥d AGM,

§ CHAD, COVENTRY

The patronal festival was celebrated on Saturday, March 7th.  As is customary the
day began with low mass and for the second year running took place in Coventry Cathedral.
This time in the Gethsemane chapel, the chaplain celebrated being served by the secretary,
Bro E Cort.  In the afternoon the annual general mecting was held, at § James church,
Styvecale. The chairman, Bro A Reid, presided. In his annual address he said how
disappointing the attendance and general support had been in the past year, and hoped
that rhe coming year would show a marked improvement. The chaplain, Fr Hanwell-
Cooke, outlined plans the committee had formulated to foster renewed interest from mem-
hers, The meeting accepted the proposal to vary the days upon which mid-week meetings
are held and adopted the idea of a junior member on the committee, The C O F secretary,
Iiro S Harris, reported that over £ 50 had been sent to H Q—rthis was a chapter record bue
included a thank offering from Bro A Reeves recently celebrating his golden jubilee as a
server, :

After the meeting tea was taken in the church hall. Tater the office was solemnly
sung in S James’ church. The vicar of Styvecale, the Rev I Hasted, gave the address
and the service concluded with a procession in honour of S Chad, The attendance
throughout the day was well below average.

At the first meeting of the new standing committee held at S Mark’s vicarage, the
programme for the coming year was drawn up. 1t was decided to ask incumbents of
churches visited ta preach on a given theme throughout the year. Also to arrange for
the office to be sung in the cathedral in January 1965, and to invite neighbouring chapters
for the occasion.

On the occasion of the Good Friday procession of witness through the streets of
Coventry it was gratifying to sec G S § well represented.

The April meeting was held in S Barnabas, which is a daughter church of § Mark,
where the chaplain is vicar. During the procession which concluded the service, a station
was made at the Haster garden. ‘The office was followed by refreshments in the choir
vestry. Then the chaplain addressed the brethren on further aspects of the Anglo-
Methodist Conversations, after which general discussion and questions took place

It was very pleasant to see present our two regular priests-associate, the Rev Frs
Maoore and Oliver.

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM AND S ALBAN, MIDDLESEX

The annual general meeting was held on 10th March 1964, following the singing of
the office in § Augustine, Wembley Park. We were privileged to have the Secretary-
General with us on this occasion—the first time in the history of the chapter. The chaplain
(Fr Nadkarmni) welcomed Bro Edden and in his reply Bro Edden said he greatly appreciated
heing invited to visit the chapter and outlined a few of the immadiate aims and ambitions
of the Guild with special reference to the nceds of the Ordination Candidates Fund.
The retiring, officers were re-elected to serve for another year and particular reference was
made to the work of the hon secretary (Bro S Lester), who had taken over from Bro
Trueman on his removal from the district.

The chapter have been invited to sing the office at Chalfont § Giles in Buckingham-
shire in June, One of our members, Bro N Ryan moved into that area some years ago
but has continued his association with the chapter of which he has been a member for
Over 30 years.

1f any members of the Guild from other parts of England come to London during
the summer and are in the area of Wembley or Harrow, the hon secretary will be glad to
hear from them and possibly arrange for them to attend our monthly meeting., His
name and address is Bro D J Lester, 31 Morland Road, Kenton, Middlesex, and telephone
number is Wordsworth 8573,
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OUR LADY OF PITY, SUSSEX

Preaching at the inaugural office of the new chapter of Our Lady of Pity at S Mary
the Virgin, Petworth, Sussex, the Revd Fr F Williams, of Thakham, drew a parallel from
Romans 1. (i), and the Guild. : i

The office was in the lovely country church set on the slopes of the Rother Valiey
near Pulbrough in Sussex, and was extremely well supported not only by the local scrvers
and friends but by a large number of visitors from the chapters at Brighton and all stations
to Portsmouth, Crawley, Littlehampton, Bognor Regis, Worthing and Eastbourne.

Revd Fr R ] S Mackenzie (rector of Tillington) has been appointed chaplain and as
such he was the officiant on the 5th March 1964, when this happy event occurred

Prior to the office the members were briefly welcomed by Fr H Owen-Jones, the rector,
and the Secretary-General, supported by the group councillor (Cllr. AT Flughes) and
Cllt Harding formally presented the charter of institution.

$$§ OSMUND AND SWITHUN, BOURNEMOUTH

The chapter’s annual general meeting was held in February in § Luke’s vestry, Winton,
when 30 members were present, including Councillor Bro H V Barnett. :

The following officers were re-clected : Chaplain, Fr Sherwin-White; secretaty,
Bro R S White; treasurer, Bro D § ] Ford; magazine secretary, Bro F Hilton ; and ten
brothers representing the churches in the chapter as committee members,
. The secretary reported a very good year—the Guild office was sung ten times in
various churches in the area.  The autumn festival was held at S Luke’s, Winton, on Octo-
ber 8th by kind permission of Fr Godman, vicar. High mass was sung at 8 p.m. in the
presence of the Bishop of Southampton, whe gave the address. Some 6o servers and
10 piiests were present together with a large congregation, The collection was donated
to the COF. Refreshments were served after it in the parish hall.

The treasurer in his remarks stated that the chapter finances were #ood, with 100%,
paid up subscriptions for the first time. Donations to the C O F amounted to £z27.15.04d.

HOLY TRINITY, GHANA

Over 6o servers of the chapter met at S§ Michac! and All Angels, Korle-Gouno, on
February 15th to sing the office for the first time in the new year. An inspiring address
was given by the Rev Francis Thompson, curate of 8§ Mary’s. He called upon servers
to be proud of their high office and let humility and unostentatiousness characterise all
they do. The chaplain, Rev Robert Ashietey, officiated. FEatrlier cighteen servers had
heen received as probationers. A henediction ended the service, at which a few members
of the congregation were present.

We are grateful to the parish pricst, Canon Welbourne, for making available the church
to us,

Atameeting on March 1oth attended by nearly seventy servers, new officers werce clected
for 1964-15. A veteran server, Bro Thomas Vanderpuije, of the cathedral, who for many
years was the secretary, was in the chair. The officers elected were Rev Mautice
Mandeviile, chaplain and precentor of the cathedral, Bro John O Kulley of S Barnabas as
secretary and Bro Ishmael Marquaye of the cathedral as ssistant secretary, and Bro James
Lawson of the cathedral as treasurer.  Fatlier Bro Bernard Laryea, the outgoing secretary,
had welcomed and introduced the Revd Fr Mandeville to the Guild.  He arrived in Ghana
on Ash Wednesday from Brighton to take up an appointment as precentor of the cathedral.
it was also an occasion for the ‘Guild to hid adieu to the chaplain, who was going on
transfer to another district. The chaplain’s association with and intetest in the Guild
was put on record. He in turn thanked the Guild for the sentiments expressed and said
he would follaw its progress in-his new parish of Tarkwa.

MARTIN OF TOURS, MAIDSTONE

The chapter probably made Guild history on the 15th April when they sang the
office in the church of the Good Shepherd, Maidstone, which is the chapel of F M Prison
Certainly they consider themselves unique with a prison chaplain (Fr W ] Wall) as chaplain
of the Chapter.

There was a good attendance of 18 members and this was supplemented by a number
of the chaplain’s own servers, who provided the altar party, and quitc a large congregation
of the residents. Bro J C Stimson, group councillor, and Bro R A W Edden, Secretary-
Genersl, also attended. :

. The chapter provided the stewards at the Easter festival high mass, A G M and office
at § Alban the Martyr, Holborn, and also at the Rochester diocesan festival,
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S EDMUND OF ABINGDON

A good attendance has been maintained at the monthly singing of the office, the
last occasion being in the chapel of the school of S Helen and S Katharine, Abingdon.

The election of Bro R W Smallbone to the council has been accliimed with great
satisfaction and the chapter is convinced that he will earry our his duties with his usual
zeal and devotion, also he has undettaken the immense task of the distribution of Tir
Seaver, which as everyone realises is no small work,

‘The issue of lapel badges has filled a long felt want and has already heen the means
of introduction between serving brothers.

S SEXBURGHA

'Organised by Fr Bond and the chapter secretary, assisted by Bro Law, the chapter,
with a number of friends, spent a very enjoyable and profitable day on a pilgrimage to
Walsingham on the 11th April.

Starting while it was yet dark, the coach soon made havoc of the miles in between
and we spent a glorious half-hour in the beautiful church at Long Melford, pausing for
coflee at Mundford and so on to Walsingham in time for a mass by Fr Bond, assisted by
our chaplain, Fr Chittenden, who in turn conducted the ‘Stations of the Cross. most
effectually.

After lunch in the refectory we offered prayers and intercessions at the holy well,
received the waters and the blessing, and then wandered around for a while in the wonder-
ful sunshine. The office was sung at 3.30 pm and to our surprise we saw the editor of
THE ServirR amongst us! A short stop in Bury St Edmunds, we arrived back in the
Medway Towns around 11 p m and with the immortal Pepys—so to bed!

On Saturday, 18th Apni, the chapter was ‘duty chapter’ at the Rochester diocesan
festival in the cathedral when the office was solemnly sung under arrangements approved
by the dean and chapter which ensures that the Guillf:] will sing the office in the cathedral
on the second Saturday after Easter in each year.

Though small in numbers the chapter is very much alive and is a partaker of the weekly
subscription effort which ensures that every member not only pays his annual subscription
but also has Tre Server when published, and still enough to make a suitable COF
donation annually,

EXTRACTS FROM CHAPTERS' ANNUAL
REPORTS

THe BLessED SacraMENT: Ninety-two members, Outing to Canterbury. Also quiet
afternoon led by Fr Perkins, 0 G s.

O]tifcn Lavy AND S Pancras: Steady progress and thanks to Father Lambeth for his helpful
talks.

Tue HoLy Roop: Righty-seven members from thirty churches. Regret deaths of Brothers
H G Davis and R W A Ayshford. An enjoyable autumn dinner.

Our T.any oF Victory: Annual dinner in October. Brother Michael (Wilcox) clothed
as a novice in the Community of the Servants of the Will of God.

S Georce: Nearly £22 given to COF,

Tue Hovy ANGELSs: Annual chapter mass at S Edmund, Fotest Gate, and patronal festival
at S Margaret, Leytonstone.

Hovry FrrLowsuir: Evening mass to be held each year at Corpus Christi-tide.

Tur Bripiany: A bishop is numbered among its 106 members.  Seven brothers in training -
for holy orders.

ALL SamNts: A quiet half-day to be held twice yearly.

8 AucustiNE oF Canreraury: Twenty-fifth birthd);y celebrated on May 26th,

S Cyprran: Patronal festival kept at Chatham with high mass, office and dinner. A quiet
day conducted by Fr Bryant,

S Martin or Tours: Provided marshals for Rochester diocesan festival,

8 SteeueN: Quiet afternoon.  Two ordinands.

S MiLprep OF THANET: Golden jubilee celebrated with Bishop of Croydon preaching.
Both secretary and treasurer involved in car accidents.

Hovry ResuRRaCTION: 100 members. Archdeacon of Lewes conducted a quict ¢vening.
“Namrrnss”: “Sale of Srrver £7.4.0d.” Expensive or cheap? .
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S CENNYDD, SWANSEA

The year 1964 commenced with a visit to S Barnabas church, Swansea. The meeting
was well attended and the address was given by the Archdeacon of Gower, the Ven D M
Luther Thomas, who kindly invited members to refreshments in the vicarage after the
meeting, The office was sung by the Rev H Jennings, cutate of S Gabriel’s. The
February meeting was held at S Gabriel’s church, Swansea, and solemn Guild Office
was suag by the chaplain, Fr Illtyd Jenkins. Refreshments were kindly provided in the
church hall after which the annual general meeting was held. The secretary reported
that during the year there had been a very encouraging increase in membership, particularly
from among young setvers and also that attendance at chapter meetings had been very
good. The officers were re-elected and they were thanked for theit services. The
chapter also expressed to Mr John Davies (organist of 8 Nicholas-on-the-hill) its gratefu]
thanks for the valuable assistance he has rendered as chapter organist. The March
meeting was held at All Souls’ church, Carnglas, and the address was given by the vicar
of Sketty, the Rev Canon Garfield H James. This meeting was again well attended and a
pleasing feature was the admission of seven full members and four probationary members,
all from that church. After the office the members were kindly entertained to refresh-
ments in the church hall,-

OUR LADY AND $ HUGH OF LINCOLN
‘The chapter festival ‘will be held in 8 Saviour, Luton at 8 pm on September 8th,
when the Warden will preach at a high mass.

- OUR LADY AND S PANCRAS, LONDON )
During the first quarter of this year the chapter held its annual general meeting at
S Silas the Martyr, Kentish Town, at which all previous officers were returned unanimously.
The officers were pleased to teport that during the diamond jubilee year just finished
membership and attendance show a steady increase on other years and the chapter’s
appreciation was recorded to our neighbouring chapters that so regularly attend mectings,

EASTER FESTIVAL AT LIVERPOOL

On Saturday, April 11th 1964, about 3oo servers and 20 priests of Merseyside
assembled in Giles Scott’s magnificent cathedral of Liverpool for Easter Festival,  (Last
year it was held in Chester cathedral.) . '

The office was sung by the Reverend Frank Sampson, vicar of S john Baptist, "I'he
Brook, Liverpool, chaplain of the chapter of Our Iady and S Nicholas, Liverpool.

. The sermon was preached by the Chaplain-General (Fr A F Treadwell), who also read
a_message from the Bishop of the diocese, who was unable to be present. The bishop
also sent his blessing, '

. 'lgcfotc the office the Chaplain-Genetal admitted three servers as probationers of the

uild. '

It was a great joy for the Merseyside brethren to be honoured with the presence of
the Chaplin-General. For Fr Treadwell it was a happy return to Liverpool where he
had served as an R NV R officer during World War II. .

Besides having two great cathedrals, Liverpool has two of the finest organs in Furope,
onc in the cathedral and the other in Elmes’ masterpiece of classical revival, § George’s
Hall, Through the kindness of. Dr Caleb Jarvis (city organist) Fr Treadwell had the joy
of playing upon Willis’s superb organ in S George’s Hall. It would have rejoiced the
hearts of the Warden and all who appreciate Fr Treadwell’s brilliant talents as an organist,
to have heard him bring such merry sounds from the marvellous instrument.

It is to be hoped that Mrs Bessiec Braddock, M », who was holding a political meeting
in the nearby concert room was not unduly bothered.

VISIT TO ELY CATHEDRAL BY THE CHAPTER OF S GEQORGE

A party of 17 members of the chapter, including the chaplain, together with 16 friends
visited Ely cathedral on Saturday, zsth Aprit. The day started with sung mass at § Mary
. Magdalene’s church, Harlow Common, by kind permission of the vicar, Fr Gribble,
This was followed by refreshments in the church hall after which the party left for Ely.

In the afternoon there was a conducted tour of the cathedral while some climbed the
tower for the wonderful view of the Fens. Later in the afternoon evensong was attended
which, as the choir boys were on holiday, was sung most beautifully to plainsong.

On the return journey 2 stop was made at Holy Trinity church, Bishops Stortford,
where the Guild office was sung, by kind permission of the vicar, Fr Lloyd-Jones. Re-’
freshments wete provided by the tocal servers in the hall afterwards,
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GUILD OFFICE BOOKS

Has any chapter about a dozen copies of the Guild office, Plainsong, that they could
afford to send to a new chapter in the West Indies.

Pending a reprint after the present revising is completed there are none in stock, cor
have we any congregational usc copics.

Any offers, please, to the Secretary-Genetal,

COF DIAMOND JUBILEE
The festival at § John the Divine, Kennington, with the Warden'’s scrmon appealing
for more vocations to the ministry, will be fully reported in the September issuc.

S JUSTUS, SIDCUP

At the invitation of Fr Nixon, vicar of S Mary the Virgin, Swanley, the chapter
attended a solemn high mass at that church last October. The mass was well attended
and particulatly appreciated by those members whose own parishes do not practice full
catholic ceremonial. After the mass, members and congregation met for refreshments
in the parish hall. The chapter is grateful for the invitation extended to us by Fr Nixon
to visit S Mary’s; this service having been held annually for some years.

During the past months the chapter has sung the office at S Alban, Dartford, in
November; The Annunciation, Chislchurst, in December; S John, Sideup in January;
Iloly Trinity, Lamorbey, in February; and at All Saints, Foots Gray, in March after which
the annual meeting was held and the former officers were reappointed.

FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S DESK

MY FIRST YEAR OVER!! Many thanks to everybody for their
courtesy and confidence—I will try and deserve it again.

Writing from Northern Rhodesia a member tells me that the native men are just as
keen as the Englishmen to avoid attending church and since in eatlier days the missionarics
provided every thing they, the natives, are now most unwilling even to support their
parish priests! s there a lesson there given to us?

Our Ghanaid brethren are most grateful for the letrers they receive and although nonc
were at the A G M this year we were assured of prayers from that part of the world, as
well as from Australia and New Zealand,

Canada has again awakencd and there arc definite moves ta testore the chapter of
S Michael at Grenville, Quebec, under the guidance of Fr Cohen who was once secretary
of the chapter of § Peter ad Vinculal

A wondetful letter arrived too from a real ancient of the Guild, Bro George Danicl,
WTID for fifty-one years has been a server for most of the time though latterly he has held
othet posts.

\‘(l;ith the arrival of some members from the chapter of § Edmund of Abingdon to
the R A F station at Singapore Bro Daniel hopes to re-start the chapter of 88 Andrew
and George.

A little girl was found by the sister crying her eyes out at the rear of the church and
upon enquiry said ‘Farver has jest told me to say free Hail Mary’s as a penance but I only
know ONE ! ! 17

Will you pleasc note that when the Guild has the offer of a chuteh in which to sing
cither a mass or the office, the whole responsibility for the services held are devolved
upon the incumbent and that we have not the right nor the desire to try to alter that ruling.
Consideration of this may pethaps lead to the cessation of complaints by people in the
congregation in a contcmporary newspaper, following our glorious annual general mecting
and Easter festival,

CHAPTER SECRETARIES/TREASURERS
PLEASE, if you have not already done so, let me have the annual retutns A, B and C
immediately so that the census may be cortected and a little time allowed for the Secretary-
General to relax.
Yours sincerely,
Ricnarp A W Eoomy,
Secretary-General G S S,

32




The Attention of Servers
and all Catholics

T R - ~ =, e

| IS CALLED TO
3 THE WORK OF

of
lJ.

“The Guild of all Souls”

Founded March 1873

A Devotional Guild for Inﬁercessory Prayer for
the Dying and for the Repose of the Souls of
Deceased Members and all the Faithful departed.

An Intercession Paper of names of the Departed
is issued Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book,
for perpetual remembrance is issued each year.

Enqut‘ri’e& Srom :—
| The Rev. The Secretary,
G.A.S. Office,
39, Victoria Street,
WESTMINSTER, S.W.1.
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MOWBRAYS
CHURCH SHOPS

X

Devotional Books
Servers’ Manuals
Cassocks and Surplices
Albs and Cottas
Sanctuary Requisites

Candles
Incense and Charcoal

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION

*
LONDON - - - 28 MARGARBET STREET, W.1
OXFORD - - 35 PeMBROKE STREET, ST. ALDATE’S
CAMBRIDGE - - - 14 KiNG’S PARADE
LEEDS - - - - 5 ALBION PLACE
BIRMINGHAM - - THe BuLL RING, 5
MANCHESTER - 44 BRAZENNOSE STREET

LUFFS, PRINTERS, SLQUGH




