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EDITORIAL

EVENTS OF IMPORTANCE.-—Matters which in years gone by would
. have aspects of great importance have in these latter years diminished with
the advent and quick reportage of the widely read daily newspaper and the
more widely listened to or looked at radio and television. Change of
governments, disasters, wars and rumours of war and acts of the devil
fill the pages and the air so that the reader and listener becomes innoculated
and lets the world go by satisfied with the fact that one'is alive and the little
wortld around still intact. T'o us of the Guild this should not be the case.
We brethren should see all the world, the whole creation in the hands ‘of
God, and work and pray for the return of humanity to the love of its creator.

. But an event of importance has occurred for the Guild. One which
has definitely brought to the notice of official Angllcamsm the existence
of the Guild. Over four thousand wanting to participate in the festival
at Coventry, the deeply felt necessity to witness at'that festival,.the en-
thusiasm and the devotion of the brethren at both the mass and the Guild
office has not failed to impress and one prays that this expressed strength
of the Guild will be used to unite us all in brotherly lovc and brmg all
setvers into its r'mks to the Qory of God

Another event of 1mportance is taking place at this Very moment.
In Rome there has been assembled the -greatest concourse ever known of
bishops, and one prays that the Second Vatican Council will beguided
'by God ‘and’that the problems of Christians today will be seen in a_new
hght—the light of the Holy Spitit.” The Anglican communion has its
‘observers’ present as have many of the other non-Roman communions
and the atticle. by Father Treadwcll is welcomed for its appralsal of the
work and .hopes of the Councﬂ

In 1963 another event of lmportance occurs ; this time in the New World
and of domestic importance to us of the Anghcan communion. - The
Toronto Conference’ will draw representatlves from all the world and
again one prays that God will guide it to strcngthcn out church to face the
problems ahead. . o . oo -

The message of the helplcss babe lying in straw in the stable of the
inn at. Bethlehem is indeed one of peace and joy. May we of the Guild
- . be strengthened with such and go forward to.1963 making all our days

.ones of importance to bring others to the love of God. .
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THE AUTUMN
FESTIVAL AT
COVENTRY

Coventry Cathedral
and Holy Trinity
Church

THE LOVELY sunny autumnal day of Saturday, October 6th 1962 will
long be temembered in the annals of the Guild for the great concourse of
servers at Coventry for the Autumn Festival. From all parts of the British
Isles, Wales, Newcastle, Cornwall, Portsmouth, Southampton, Liverpool,
East Anglia—North, East, South and West—aad the Commonwealth—
white and black, over two thousand members and their friends converged
on the rebuilt Midland city.

THE HIGH MASS

At noon the church of Holy Trinity, kindly loaned by the vicar, the Revd Canon
G W Clitheroe, was packed to thz doors for the solemn euchatist which was celebrated
by the chaplain of the Coventry chapter of § Chad, the Revd Fr Hamel Coke, of S Marlk’s,
Coventry, with the Revd A § B Roe, of 8§ Mary Magdalen, Coventry, as deacon and a
former chaplain, the Revd W H Oliver, as sub-deacon,  The great church with its Comper
east window of the crucified Lord and the beautiful blues depicting events in the life of
Our Lady was a noble setting for the Lord’s service, which procceded with dignificd
ceremonial to the setting of John Merbecke served by members of the Coventry chapter
of S Chad. The service had begun with a procession of the Guild choir, councillors and
Priest officers and the depth of singing by so0 many men was most impressive, especially
at the Proper of the mass. The intention of the mass was that God, the Holy Ghost
would bless and guide the Guild in the service of our Lord Jesus Christ and to the praise of
the Holy Trinity.

Streaming out of the church into the busy shopping centre, one met a mile-long
queue of public wishing to visit the cathedral encircling Holy Trinity church and returning
back to the ancient ruined cathedral. It vividly accentuated the fact why the cathedral
authorities had asked that we should only have one service in the cathedral otherwise
it would have meant no public would have been able to visit the new cathedral after
about 11 o’clock, and as another service followed the Guild office practically the whole day
wounld thus have been closed to visitots to the cathedeal,

The great cathedral church of 8§ Michael was the focal, point of all who came to the
festival and though the Guild officc was timed for 3 p m the queue of ticket holders com-
menced before 2 o'clock. In fact over 4,000 applications had been received for the
original 1,500 seats, the cathedral authoritics had made available a further 300 seats and the
Secretary-General isto be congratulated on the way he allocated the tickets in this worrying
situation, The great number of ticket holders entering the cathedral delayed the service
for fiftcen minutes, -

THE GUILD OFFICE

The four cantors in the Guild copes with the Guild choir, members of the council,
officers of the Guild, and the priest officers entered the cathedral from the crypt vesting
place at 3.15 p m taking their places in the choir,

The serving party in albs and tunicles with the Warden, the Revd ] B M Fox, in the
Guild officiant’s cope, went to the west door to greet the Bishop of Coventry, who was
vested in the cathedral’s modern designed mitre and cope of primrose yellow and white
with gold relief, with his crozier made from a narwhal’s tusk.
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{>r Bardsley was attended by two chaplains, the Revd A Cole, diocesan chaplain, and
the Revd Hamel Coke, chaplain of the S Chad chapter, both of whom were vested in the
cathedral’s grey ‘mantles. Preceded by the cathedral’s cross the bishops’ procession made
its way through the packed nave to his theone in the choir, The singing of the Guild
ofice which followed was most impressive with the volume of men’s voices all joining in
the familiar plainsong, At the Magnificat the officiant stood in front of the bare stone
altar with its short gilded candlesticks, and great gold cross behind.

A short hymn, ‘The church trmmphant in Thy love’, followed durmg which the
Bishop made his way to the pulpit for the sermon.

THE SERMON ) ) .

“This is a very great occasion 1”” ’ g ‘

- Perhaps never befote has there ever been such a vast assembly of Servers of the
Sanctuary in onc place—indeed, 4,000 applied to come to this service and it is an inspiration
for us alrto realise that we are met together within the octave of the Cathedral’s feast of
S Michae! and all Angels—S Michael being the patron saint of this Cathedral,

You and the angels ought to have much in common. T cannot help feeling that
many people are put off by the ‘trappings’ that have grown up around them, but it would
of course help if we realised that the wings associated with angels are symbohc of the spced
with which they soar to our aid, and that white in which they are robed, is symbolic of
purity. They are very real agencies and entities in the spiritual world that is all around us,

There was a prayer in the Old Testament that said this :—'O Lord open the young
man’s cyes that he may sce and the Lord opened the young man’s eyes and he saw a great
multitude of the heavenly host and hz knew that they that be for us are more than they that
be against us.

To some people the world of spirits is very real-—-they are the agencies of God in
their world and very accessible.

What is the function of angels?  The first function associated with angels as we read
about them in the bible is the function of :—

Compassion. Again and again an angel brings compassion to one in nced.  We see
why in the life of our Blessed Lotrd’s ministry—at the very outset when He was sorely
tempted, and He resisted those temptations, that angels came and ministered unto’ Him.
At the end of His life, shortly before His death, when He was tempted not to go through
with the way of the cross, a path so tertible that we are told “that the sweat falls down His
face like great drops of blood™ at the end of it all an angel came and ministered to Him.
In the little chapcl of Gethsemane you sce an angel holding a chalice of compassion.

The second function of the angels is that of being guardians. Every one of us has a
guardian angel—one sent to be with us to guide us and protect us,

The #hird function is to be a bringer of messages—at the supreme moment when we
see that function carried out as at the moment of the Annunciation, when the mother of
Jesus was told that she was indeed to he the mother of our Blcsscd Lord. The most
honoured Lady in all time of history,

The next function is ‘Fighter for Truthy’,

T thank God for the very
first thing one sccs when one
arrives at this cathedrat is the
statue of § Michael overcoming
the devil—it must be one of
the greatest works of Joseph -
Epstein, It reminds us that
life is not one long picnic.
We have a constant battle
against the forces of evil and
in that battle we are helped by
the holy angels.

The fifth and pethaps the
_greatest of all the functions
of the angels is that they help
and lead our worship, and
again I thank God that in this
wondetful new cathedral the ; .
whoie of the west wall is of glass and the gteat glass screen featunng the saints of Britain
with the angels and archangels and all the company,of heaven, and as the people wait
outside they can look through this screen of angels to our Lord enthroned high and hfted
u

P The functions of the arigels are many and varied.
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Why have I talked about them today? Not mercly because we are still within the
octave of that great festival, but because you too can and should do the work of angels
Have you not heard it said, perhaps rather brusquely, ‘what are angels to him? "or “You
are an angel’ and ‘What an angel she is’.

You, too, are called to lead the congregation in worship. Your main function is to
be quict, unobtrusive, cfficient and reverent, Tn this all important function, that of
leading the congregation in worship, we stand befote the throne of God. We arc called,
you and I, to stand within the very throne room of God Himself—in the sanctuary round
the high altar. We must therefore not come without duc and proper preparation. We
cannot rush in at the last moment, We must not come with a soiled life—indeed the
whole of the previous week must be a preparation, not just the preceding five minutes,
We cannot shake off the cffects of wrong living in a short office of preparation. Our
daily life must be a preparation for our Sunday dutics, We arc called to live a holy life
if we are going to work adequately with holy things on the Lord’s day, Our first duty
is to assist in the worship, but of coursc that is not all, although some servers think it is.
They think that their worship begins and ends in the sanctuary, The work of angels
does not, nor docs yours, We are called, as the angels, to be ministers of compassion.
We ought tobe the vanguard of the work of compassion. How, much it is needed today,
for despite how much the welfare state is doing, there is a large amount of loneliness
brought about by sorrow and old age, We should be angels of compassion in our day
and generation. Next, we too arc called like the nngels to be bringers of messages from
God.  ‘Speak Lord for thy servant heareth.” ’Lord spcak to me that I may speak in living
echoes of Thy love, that [ may seck Thy erring children.” We are not meant to be dumb
‘but to speak about our faith, to be witnesses of Christ wherever we are.  Qur work does
‘not end in the sanctuary, it begins but does not end there,

Finally, we are called to be fighters for truth, ‘This life is a battle—ali the way, not a
‘pleasant Sunday afternoon stroll, but a constant battle against relentless and militant
forces of evil,

As wc come into this cathedral and walk down between the two gtey walls,through
the forest of benches, we come to the thorns of suffering, but at the end is Christ. It is
only as we move up to the altar and turn round, suddenly there comes before us a blaze
‘of beauty when the glory of these wonderful windows bursts upon us: It is only when
we come to the sanctuary to worship, that we see and cnter into the full glory of the
Christian profession. Thete is a long grey walk before us in our life dgainst the forces
of cvil. We must fight with the right weapons against the encmy as S Stephen the first
martyr did with owr faith, Christians will not cver be popular, the real Christian is too
challenging to be popular, He is a challenge to those who live by pagan standards. We
may not be martyred by stones, but we shall be laughed or sncered at, or gossiped about,
‘and yet, through it all we shall know that we are in the glorious company of the angels
and that they arc for us and if they are for us who can be against us?

And so, my good friends of the G S S, we go forward into another year of service in
this most honourahle, worthwhile and valuable ministry, thanking God that we have been
called to this high office in helping to lead the worship of the people and doing it cfectively
to the glory of God, thanking God that our work docs not end in the sanctuary, but
cmbraces the whole of life,  Thanking God for our dear Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
Who has called us to His service and Who will equip us for that service, Who died to give
us the strength to make that service glorious. May God be with you one and all as you
go forward rencwed and rededicated to the service of Christ the King.”

THE PROCESSION

It was necessary for two long hymns to be sung whilst the collection was taken on
bchallf of the Candidates for Ordination Fund. The amounts given during the day
totalled £

A procession then followed, led by the cathedral cross with acolytes, the Guild banner,
the officiant with his servers, the Guild choir, councillors and pricst-officers with the
Bishop and his chaplains at the rear. To the singing of two hymns, ‘“Thy hand, O God,
has guided” and “The God of Abraham praise”, the procession passed down the south
aisle with its colourful Piper window in the baptistery and great stonc font, up the central
aisle and down the north aisle with the offset chapel of Unity retracing its way through the
vast congregation to the Sanctuary, all the time the Bishop of Coventry blessing all as
they knelt in waves as he passed by. An act of thanksgiving was then made for God’s
blessing on the Guild, with the Bishop standing before the altar followed by the collect
for SGMlichacl and All Angels, The Bishop then blessed the great assembly present and
the Guild.

Those present were then enabled to make theit way round the cathedral to sec the
many great works of modern craftsmanship and then go to their coaches and thence home,
some not until the early hours of the Sunday morning, )
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RETROSPECT '

Despite the fact that no corporate vesting and entry into the cathedral had been -
possible the presence of s6 many servers must have made a great impression on the many
other visitors to Coventry, and to sec the streams of men pouring from the church of Holy
Trinity after the mass or as many did look through the great glass west end of the cathedral
from the Queen’s Steps at the setvice whilst in progress must indeed have given to many a
new vision of the strength of our church. L

- Whilst in the cathedral itself to take part in an act of worship on one’s first visit for
many to this most modern cathedral was a great inspiration and experience.

From the chancel looking down to the nave onc felt slightly remote yet the' outside
world was vividly drawn in by secing the crowds massed on the steps to the ruined cathedral
or passing along the Queen’s Way on their Saturday shopping.

Those in the nave must have been impressed with the depth of men’s voices singing
the oficc and the winning smile and presence of the Bishop, though it is understood that
the high altar was not generally visible. .

Tribute must be made to the Secretary-General and to the members of the Coventry
chapter for their great help.in' making this such a wondetful festival, .

Tt indced was a great day for the Guild, numbers far exceeding those who were present
at the Jubilee service in § Paul’s in 1954, when a former assistant bishop of Coventry
preached, and' one prays that the -Guild will go forward faithfully ministering before
the Lord in His Sanctuary, - :

THE VATICAN COUNCIL :

THURSDAY, October 11th 1962 will go down in history as an historic
date, for on that day His Holiness Pope John :X XIII opened what is to be
known as the Second Vatican Council. It will be the twenty-first of a
series of councils dating back to the year 325.  Some 3,000 bishops of the
Roman Catholic Church are in Rome ‘attending this ‘council, and for the
fiest time “‘observers” of other Christian bodies have been invited and are
in attendance, including three members of the Anglican Communion,

by the Revd A, F. TREADWELL | .

What is the purpose of this great gathering, and how will it affect those of us who are
not in communion with the Holy See? ) . ’

Canon Bernard Pawley, of Ely Cathedral, who is the personal tepresentative of the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York at the Vatican’s Secretariat for Christian Unity has
written a very intcresting and lucid book “Locking at the Vatican Council”, published
by the S CM ‘as'a paper back at the modest’ price of five shillings, In this book, the
Canon scts out most clearly the background of this great council, |

In the introduction he says his book is “written for amateurs, and is intended for the
ordinary well-intentioned churchman, who has begun to respond to God’s prompting
to this generation that Christians should scek with enthusiasm that unity in Christ which
has been lost.””  He explains’in very simple and easily understood language the cstrange-
ment between Roman Catholics and other Christians, with its deep causes in history and
theology; the determination of Pope John X XIII that the church must be rencwed to pave
the way for reunion ; the arrangements for thz historic counczil, with the flood of specula-
tion that must incvitably come with it. All this he assesses from an Anglican point of
view, and his book is another significant step forward in the better relationship that has
developed in this last two years hetween Anglicans and Roman Catholics. | .

“Unity without Rome?” This is a question which is asked early in the book, and
it will be seen that any union of Christian bodies which ignored the great Latin church
would be no union at all. ‘The World Council of Churches has demonstrated how the
leaders of the scparated Christian bodies meant business over the whole question of reunidn,
but it was not until 1959 that it became obvious that there wis “a sefious flaw in the
progress of Christiart ccumenical thinking and activity”, for until that year there were many
who were zealous fot the reunion of Christendom leaving the whole of the Roman Catholic

-Church completely out of the picture. This meant that no less than half of Christendom

was ignored and left out of any plan for rcunion, . . .

The events of 1959-60 altered the whole of this'situation, No one, even among the

Cardinals round Rome, was prepared for the Pope's announcement made ot January

25th 1959, the last day of the weck of prayer for Christian unity. His Holiness made his
plan public in the following words: ’

“Ths inspiration to call a council together came to us suddenly as we listened to

an unexpected voice, First there must be a council to reform the church and

7




revive the spirit of the Gospel.  Then we shall be able to understand our separated

brethren and they will understand us.”

No general council had been held for almost a century, Some had even said ther
would never be another one, :

The next great surprise was the decision of the then Archhishop of Canterbury (Dr.
Geoffrey Fisher), to pay a courtesy call on the Pope on his way home from visits to the
Patriarchs of Jerusalem and Constantiniople.  Since this famous visit—the first time an
‘Archbishop of Canterbury had entered the Vatican for 400 yeats, things have never been
;the same. A definite thaw set in, and coidness and indifference has given way to friendli-
ness and courtesy without compromise of principle. With the setting up of the new
Vatican Secretariat for Unity with Cardinal Bea (a German Jesuit) as its president, and who,
when in England this August lunched with the Archbishop of Canterbury at Lambceth
palace, a start has been made in clearing away the centuries of prejudice and misunder-
standing which have scparated Rome from the Anglican Communion, Te will be readily
understood and appreciated that this was most necessary before even thinking of reunion
between the two, . . }

. But a warning note must be sounded about exaggerated hopes of Christian unity
in the forseeable future, far as Canon Pawley points out “‘the present gentler climate does
not represent in any way the beginning of explorations for inter-communion, still less of
negotiations to that end, The gult which separates us is too wide, misunderstandings
too deep and prejudices still too lively for this to be possible”.  And it shonld be remem-

"bered too that the first work of this council is the “reform of the church”and “reform”
is a word very rarely heard in Roman Catholic circles,

Then again, although the Council will be concerned with spiritual and religious

questions, it cannot fail to have some bearing on a better understanding in the world of
human problems generally.
. The Pope is known to wish that the Church’s beliefs may be expressed in contemporary
terms. And among the things that will be considered is the authority of the bishops and
‘the function of the lnity. There is also a possibility that the question of married men heing
ordained permanent J::acons will be discussed.

It would seem certain that the use of the vernacular in place of Latin ; a restatement
of moral teaching -with its .beating on marriage and family life and the vexed question of
mixed marriages may wéll be included in the discussions, :

But it is for the ultimate reunion that all must look, and to conclude, a striking
paragraph from the Canon’s book runs as follows :—

© “Anglicans, Orthodox, and Free Churchmen of all nations arc able to look towards
‘Rome and say, “You are our brethren in Christ. We long for unity with you in Him, who
is the Way, the Truth and the Life, We hear you are to hold 2 council for the renewal of .
your church, for the revision of your discipline, for the bringing up to date of doctrine
and liturgy, and to make the path of unity easier. ‘Then lat us hear all that is in your mind,
We ask God’s blessing on your enterprise, and pray that it may bring good to you and
‘profit for'the whole Chtistian world. There are things which separate us, some 6f them
gricvous, but those which unite us are greater, for do we not worship the same Lord and
share the same baptism? In this'spirit we pray that God will show us a way out of our
differences by renewing our common understanding of the one faith.’ ’

This is a wonderful example of the new feeling ahroad today ; read this book for
yourselves and study the problems in this spirit, and remember that all lovers of thecrucified
Saviour, renewed and strengthened by his holy and life giving Spirit can be fellow workers
with Him who ‘prayed that his church should be onc’,”

REV. Ill 3. “HOLD FAST” L
A Sermon by the Revd B, Goobcriup, Viear of Isichan .

“HE THAT HATH AN EAR, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
Churches”—and to the Church of Sardis He said “Hold fast” to that which
thou hast received. .

© - That must always be the chatge, or one of the charges, which a Catholic
must try'to keep, because of the instability of the world of our day. Every-
where there is need for stability ; but where can one look to find it except
n God,—and, under Him; in His Holy Catholic Church? . i

D . L T . T
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Yet the stability which we desire is riot that of a fossilized religion. Change there
must be with changing times, In the past the Church in Europe changed ffom Greek to
Latin : and later still in this land we changed from Latin to English; and there are many
people in the Roman communion who would gladly have their liturgy in the vulgar tonguc,

.and who envy us our Prayet Book. Change there must be; but let thcrc be “as little
as possible ; and never change for the 'sake of change.

What do you maké of the state of our Chutch today? Do we give the impression of

rocklike stability?

People Who know where they stand, and what they believe, and Whetc they ate going
give that i lmprcssmn of steadfastness and confidence. Is’that how you feel _today? I do
not. '

1 supposc that it is rcally a matter of degree.  Change there must be ; but not for the
sake of change, nor without very good reason.

Ours is an agc of unrest.  1f you take a cross section of the pubhc very feiw people
scem to know what to belicve, or why they believe, or what to stand for. The faith is set
aside as irrelevant ; and Chrlsnan living and Christian standards of conduct are ignored.
It seems as though this age is'an example of “‘Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we
die” — an age without a faith, and life without purpose, ’

The restlcssncss of the world has invaded thé church, On all sides we hear of “cx—
periment” ; but why? The church has becn dealing with mankind for nearly 2,000 years,
Is this present age so very different except that it has less consciousness of Ged ‘and of the
things of God? The circumstances of life may be different; but mankind remains the same,

Hasn’t the church had opportunity enough to find out' what man needs dunng those
2,000 years?"

Is not all this “cxperiment” a sign ‘of instability—or, maybc a lack of dcpth in our
theology—or even a lack of grounding in Catholic tradition?

One can understand the earncst agnostic fevefishly secking, :md saying “We must
cxperiment and find out what mari needs, and what is best for him.” But do you feel like
that? Idont, "I know what mankind nccds—a strong church, a lively faith, and a clear-
cut discipline,

Beware lest our readiness to cxpeurncnt be in fact 2 retréat from Catholic faith and

ractice,
P One might have thought, from the enormous build-up that it received, that the new
English bible was expected to do,for 1962 what the book of Deuteronémy’ did'in the days
of Josiah ; but it has not. By all means let us have new translations—for study and for
private devotional reading ; but, please, not for the liturgy. A priest friend of mmc who -
went all N E B, told me a, few' wccks ago that it had ‘already begun to pall, - ‘

We all kriow that the Authonscd Version riceds some modxﬁcatlon but how much?
—precious little,

Beware lest in our zcal for somcthlng new we cxchangc the old for somethmg Wl hlch‘
is not so good for liturgy.”

The language of the Prayer Book and of the Bible is said to be a batriet bccausc it is
no longer understood,  But what is ever understood, except by those who wish to under-
stand it and will take the trouble to do so? I dou t undérstand ydur jargon” a dogtol:
once said to me.  Well, neither do I understand his ; and anyone who is married to a nurse

- knows full well thar, when it comes to quite ordmary complaints, she, talks aﬂ)rclgn.
language,. -

We have our technical and liturgical language, and the world must bc: brough: to
understand it, Arc we to throw itall away in order to be on a level-with Tom, Dick and
Harry? Of course not.  Qur task s to make .the wotld conform to the church and te
her standards, not to abandon them, Beware lest our readim;ss to make'things casy be in
fact a retreat from our positive position. We must not be “conformed to the world”.

For 300 years now we have been privileged to use our Prayer Book. Understood
aright it is a very good hook, the manual of worship for the Catholic Church in England, -
Now, litutgy is a living thlng, as it always has been ; and, although it becomes formal, it
is no fossil; but is always changing like all living things Its change is the change "of-

1+ growth, ‘
-8 Hold fast to1662 and let it grow. Do not throw it out and make d fresh start Any—
how, most of the desired changes have alrc:ady thesanction of custom.

One hears much of the “Western Position”, We have.been brought up to scesin Gur
Eastward Position an illustration of the oncness of the whole church.  God is the centre
of all, surrounded immediately by the Host of heaven, and, beyond. that, the Host of
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. .DREAMS OF BETHLEHEM

Paradisc, and, beyond that, the Church on carth, with outselves, like the boys who climb
trees to watch the football match to which they cannot gain access, on the fringe. But
all are facing inwards, all are God-centred, priest and people alike are facing the region of
light, ‘This idea is destroyed by the Western position, in which the priest faces the region
of darkness—a completely novel practice. It is argued that this enables the people to sce
what is going on ; but do they wish to see? [ think not.  Unfortunately this practicr is
sometimes called “The Punch and Judy Show” ; what a pity. Why all this chasing after

. novelty?

The result is that, instead of the Church setting the pace and calling the world to

_repent, she cxhausts herself chasing along behind the world, and never able to catch up,

Now, if sheis to call the world to repent, the question is, “Repent to what?”  Why, to
Cat*}glic faith and practice. Do not rerreat from the ideal to which we hope to bring the
world, :

Just recently we have been dismayed at the news that the parish churches of Denton,
Woolley and Islington are to be demolished as “redundant”, even though the Friends of
Friendiess Churches were willing to undertake their repair. No one knows what the
future may hold, Ts the temporary isolation of a church sufficient ground for pulling it

“down? 1t is bad enough when the elements and time work their havoe ; but for the

Church to demolish its ancient parish churches is all wrong., Have we too no more faith
than the world? y

On the cover of the T.V, Times or the Radio Times, there was recently a picture of
an immaculately dressed clergyman wearing a black Homburg, and underneath were the
words, “Ts he in touch with the man in the street?” The B,B.C, has it alt wrong, Of
course he is in touch with the man in the strect, and knows all about him. The question
should have been “Is the man in the street in touch with him?”  That is typical of popular
ideas. The priest is expected to be for ever chasing round after people, disappating his
cnergies anc{, cxhausting himself, with little or no time for praycr and study or for that
matter, for worship, in order that he may “keep in touch”, What nonsensc.  That is the
layman’s job, What can one priest do chasing after 20,000 pcople? On the other hand
20,000 people can casily come to him and receive his ministrations. ' Do not retreat 1'tom
the calmness and stability of a God-centred life,

Over the question of reunion there is much talk of compromise ; but when all is said
and done our task is to bring into the fullness of the Church’s lifc these who do not at
present enjoy it, Then we must hold fast to Catholic faithand practice. Beware lest our
zeal for reunion lead us to retreat from that state to which we hope to bring others.

This is indeed an age of unrest ; but remember that in all previous times of change it
bas been the Catholic religion which has remained while other faiths have changed almost
beyond recognition ; that in all change it has heen the Catholic church which has remained
the handmaid of the Lord while other bodies have come and gone ; and that in all times
of change it has been the Catholic Christian who has handed on to subscquent gencrations
the true Faith, and has kept the Church true to her vocation, '

“Hold fast” to that which thou hast received,

by Syongy W Hart

Do we dream as the hour draws ncar—
Of God as the Christ-Child to appear? v Lo %

Stars in His night—a stable lowly— / L N 9’/,3"7/
Mary awaits, God’s Babe Holy. - { \ \F1]

I would dream .of Bethlehem—
And, all it means to Thec;

Of sacrifice,  Eternal Lovc,
And, Thy Eternity .. ..

And, should my heart be child-like—
With tears within my sighs,

I will look to Bethlchem,
To find His Smile and Eyes.
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THE SEVEN SACRAMENTS '

Bishop in the -
name of the

Lord,

to give peace of

mind, to bear sickness

with fottitudc, and

to grow in God’s faith?

SACRAMENT, OutwaRD SiGn.  Inwarn Grace, MinisTER, BruLe
BAPTISM, Pouring of Death to Sin, QOrdained Matt.

‘ water In Name Resurrection midister 28 wvv,
of Fathet, Son to Life in' Churist, or in any 16-20.
and Holy Ghost, and Admission to  emergency

the Church, a baptised
“layman, -
CONFIRMATION. Laying on of The gift of the The Bishop.  Acts.
’ hands. : Holy Spirit to ! 8 vv.
strengthen us to 14-17
. resist sin’ and. to-
please God, and
admission to the
Holy Communion.
HOLY Bread and The Body and Blood The Bishop 1 Cor,
COMMUNION. wine, caten of Christ, really and or a priest, 11 vv.
and drunk, spxrltually received, +23-26
PENANCE, The words of God’s forgivencss The Bishop © John 20
absolution, of our sins, * orapriest.. © vvi22-23
HOLY Laying on of Gift of the Holy = . The Bishop. Acts6v. '
ORDERS. hands. Spirit ‘of power and 6 and
authority for the work 1 Tim.
of the Sacred Ministry. 4 v, 14,
HOLY , Giving and Gift of the Holy , Themanand Mark 10 -
MATRIMONY. teceiving of Spirit to cnable the  th¢.woman, - vy, 6-9,
rings and joining partners to be faith-. -
of hands. ful to God and - .
. : one another,, . . ‘. > V.
HOLY Anointing Gift of the Holy The Bishop  James
UNCTION, with ail, Spirit to cleanseand  or a pricst, 5 vv.
: blessed by the  strengthen the soul, 14-15.

X

—From Witiess, the magazine of Pretoria Northern Suburbs parish. -

‘FROM THE REVD RALPH W STEVENSON,
CHAPLAIN, COF

TO CHAPTER SECRETARIES AND SERVERS
The Hon Secretary and myself wish to thank all servers for thc splendld
response to our urgent appeal for the COF . * As good as it is we are still
in deep water and cannot promise grants to,some who have made applica-

tion.

Will Priest Associates who have, themselves benefited from the

C O F do all they can to raise enthusiasm for the fund amongst their servers?
Never have 50 many servers been called to serve God and the Church in the

sacred ministry and for this alone we ought to be grateful.

Can we not

show our thanks. best by sending a gift to assist our ‘own brethren in
training at the Theological Colleges.
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The Attention of Servers
and all-Catholics

IS CALLED TO
THE WORK OF

“The Guild of all Souls”

Founded March 1873

A Devotional Guild for Intercessory Prayer for
the Dying and for the Repose of the Souls of
. Deceased Members and all the Faithful departed.

" An Intercession Paper of names of the Departed
is issued Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book,
for perpetual remembrance is issued each year.

Enquiries from :—
The Rev. The Secretary,
G.A.S. Office,
39, Victoria Street,
WESTMINSTER, S.W.1.
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THE OLD CHURCHES OF ENGLAND

by Lawrence B Jones, .
Flonorary lecturer ¥6 the Historic

Churches Preservation Trust

A VISIT TO AN OLD
CHURCH is always refreshing
and perhaps more so at the’
present time than ever before,
" ‘owing - to modern buildings
 “for such purposes bheing often
so very different. ‘

Very few people really
realise the number of medieval
churches still remaining. Neatly
every old village has its church
dating from Norman or even
Saxon times. There are indeed
no less than ten thousand in
this country of medieval founda- L - '
tion and they form England’s Saint Giles, Norwich
greatest heritage of art. -

Most people have no idea what to sec in a country church and this heritage is therefore
lost to them, ' t

With a car the most remote parish is now accessible and so frequently the more remotc
the church the more of interest within it.. } . . ;

Many churches are indeed situate a long'way from the village, particularly in the
eastern counties, The lord of the manor built most of cur churches'originally and usually
near his house. . If this was situate in a park the church would therefore be'some distance

. from the village: :

As you travel about England can you possibly imagine what the countryside would
be like without the church tower or spire dominating each village, reminding one of the -
purpose for which our churches were built—something beyond this world,

The amazement is really that churches were built at all in those days, but look up at
the height of the tower or spire and it is usually of the most perfect proportions.

In this country we were always striving after a style of our own and eventually we
produced the Perpendicular style of the 15th century, This is entircly English, for therc
is nothing like our Perpendicular towers, window tracery or fan vaults anywhere abroad.
Our churches were, however, always restrained in style, ornamentation and colout, and
differ in that respect from those on the continent, o

So often one can tell in what part of England one is, by noting certain details, paz-
ticularly the tower, yet nevertheless the change in architectural style was faitly consistent
throughout the country, '

There arc some sixty grand towers of the 15th century in Somerset which are un-
rivalled anywhere in the world. Medieval towers are, however, nearly always pleasing
in any other part of England, often with local characteristics—prominent pinnacles in -
Devon and Cornwall, the great flint towers of East Anglia with many Saxon round towets,
a prominent stair turret atthe corner of the towers of Kent—all arc delightful |

There is, however, no'more noble sight than a spire'of an old church soaring*above
the cottages of a village. 1t is a pointer to the cternal truth of the gospel, =~~~ .

In Northamptonshire and South Lincolnshire stone spites'ar¢ numerous, many being
of the greatest possible beauty, There are two main types. “In the broach type the spire
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overlaps the tower and the square tower changes to the octagonal spire by means of
pyramids or broaches at thecorners,  This type is usually of the 13th or early 14th century,
Later in the medieval period the stone spire usually riscs within the parapet of the tower.
This type could, of course, be more easily repaired, as a ladder could be placed on top of
the tower instead of having to rest on the ground.

In the south-cast of England, where stone is scaree, the spire is usually of timber
shingles, and many such are found in Sussex ; also in that county small timber turrcts
on the roof of the nave supported inside on a massive timber framework are plentiful,
In Sussex there arc many small churches and broadly speaking the smaller the church
the more ancient it is, ag it has never heen altered at a subsequent period.

in East Anglia, however, the carlict structures have often been superseded by huge
buildings of the 15th century when the woollen trade in that part produced the necessary
money. Norfclk and Suffolk thercfore have the (inest churches in England, taken all
tound. The hammer-beam roofs, popéay-hcad bench-ends, soaring font covers and
glorious screens are all quite unsurpassed, The mere size alone lifts one out of oneself,
Often it i3 asked as to whether there were congregations to fill these churches, but it must be
borne in mind that the primary object of the medieval builder was to erect 2 building to
the glory of God and His worship and to cxpress worthily man’s belicf in the majesty
and greatness of God,

The great truths of man’s redemption were shown by paintings on the walls and in
the windows filled with lovely coloured glass,

An absorbing study is to be able to datc a church from its window tracery, mouldings
of the columns and other clues. Each of the medieval styles had its own chacacteristics,

The porch, like the tower, follows the local material, with timber in the south-cast,
flint in East Anglia and therc are the glorious stone porches of the fine Cotswold wool
churches.

Geology is indeed a subject of importance in studying ancient churches. The old
church is nearly always built of local material and this is, of course, the reason why most
old churches harmonise with the landscape.  We have granite churches in parts of Cornwall
and around Dartmoor in Devon, giving way further east to the warm-looking colouring
of the red Devon sandstonc. In East Anglia flints are almost the only material used and
they may be used in their rounded form or split in half showing their black interiors,
1n some cases the flints are cut to form squares which must have been most laborious work,
When used in corgunction with grey stone the result is cffective and is calied flush-work—
inscriptions and designs often follow this form,

1n Essex in addition to much timber work there are many delightful towers of old
red brick,

In Cheshire by way of contrast we have half-timber work in black-and-white.

The famous stone belt runs diagonally across England and the stone varies in colour
from grey to golden brown,

In the North churches are more severe, but nevertheless harmonise. with the, more
mountainous country, o v

Roofs arc of great variety, from the simple king-post type, usually of the 13th century
to the elaborate hammer-beam type of the Eastern counties, Often on onc of the latter
arc over one hundred angels with outspread wings, and again one must remember originally
the colour and gilt. Somerset has many beam roofs of wonderful construction and in
Devon and Cornwall most of the roofs are rounded and termed wagon roofs.

In many of the larger churches roofs atc of stone called vaults, the bosses at the inter-
section of the ribs often being carved with scenes from the life of Qur Lord in the most
minute detail although invisible from the ground.

. The study of fonts alonc could occupy a lifetime, They change with the prevailing
styles of architecture and they arc of every possible type anc{ varicty, Perhaps the finest
are those of the 15th century which show the seven sacraments.  Rather curiously these
arc confined to Norfolk and Suffiolk with only two examples outside thosé counties, -

- The bench-ends of East Anglia are usually of the poppy-head type and are most
claborately carved with figutes and animals creeping about, There is no more pleasing
interior than one filled with benches of this type, %n the west country the benches are
usually square-hcaded and are often carved with the instruments of the Passion.

The walls would have been bright with colour and with paintings of scenes from the
life of Our Lord and varjous saints. These were, of course, the visual aids of the time for
teaching the doctrines of the Church. S Christopher is neatly always found opposite the
principal entrance as he is the patron saint of travellers,

Many pulpits of the medieval period remain, both of wood and of stone, and usually
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coloured. The former are most numerous in Norfolk and Devon and the latter in Somct-
sct, Gloucestershire and Devon,

Most attractive wooden pulpits were made in the J'lcobean or early 17th century
period and numbers still exist,

Devon is noted for its magnificent 15th century woodcn screens ncatly always coloured
and gilt. The panels usualiy have numerous painted figures, the tracery is bold and follow

-the local Perpendicular tracery, the vaulting is massive, and the cornice has several bands
.of wondctfufcatvmg These screens stretch from one side of the church to the other.
The screens of East Anglia are also distinctive; being higher and lighter than the Devon
csamples, The medieval screens of that area are in all calours, but particularly red, green
and gold, and with paintings of saints of the greatest artistic merit are priceless works of -
art of sheer beauty unrivalled anywhere,

On top of the screen was the rood-loft which was then used by the choir, organ or
band, This was protected back and front by most otnate panelling often with elaborate
niches which would have been filled with figures and when one visualises all this in colour
and gilt one will be able to realise a-little the beauty of our churches just before the
Reformation,

. Only twelve rood-loft fronts still remain in this country; but there arc several in
Wales, .

On ltop of the rood-loft front orona scparate beam above it was the grcat ‘rood ¢ or
. crucifix with § Mary and S John on ecither side. ,The background of this group, either
on boards filling the top of the chancel arch ur on the wall above the arch, was a'doom
wall-painting showing heaven on one side and hell on the other, The medieval artist
always enjoyed himself in the latter half as he often depicts the open jaws of a large dragon
ia which arc struggling souls, the whole surrounded by flames,

The great rood dominated our churches in the later medieval period and walls were
» heightened, clerestories added or additional windows Inserted in order to'set off and give
ptominence to this tcptesentation of the greatest fact in history,

Larger churches frequently have claborate stalls in the chancel, and: underncath the
tip-up scats are carvings of the greatest variety called misericords,

Monuments always make a fascinating study of their own and bring to light the
personal element. Throughout the medieval period the monuments of stone, alabaster
or hrass show the different types of armour and ladics’ dresscs and head-dresses.

. Eeclesiastical vestments are also depicted, but dating is difficult as these did not change.

After the Reformation the reverent attitude of lying on onc’s back changed frequently
to lolling on one’s elbow. Monuments of the Jacobean period are, however, of the
greatest possible interest and usually bright with colour.

A hundred yeats later ‘monuments were not coloured and the figure of the deceased
often attired in Roman costume usually stands up prominently for the:purpose of heing
admired and without any sense of reverence, The inscriptions at this time use the most

- pompous and verbose style to describe the merits of the deceased,

.Brass-rubbing is a most fascinating and rewarding hobby. With a roll of white paper
and heel-ball (and the incumbent’s permission) a splendid’ reproduction of the original is
obraincd and one can collect. examples of armour and costume throughout the medieval

- period as well as vestments,

In addition to.wall-paintings and coloured woodwork many of the windows w ould
have been filled with painted glass the colours of which have never been surpassed—all
, striving to be worthy of the service of the Creator of all beauty.

A church, referring of course to a building, is really just a covering for the altar,
Servers will be able to appreciate an old church better than’ anyone clse, for they will
realise the purpose for which it was built and the services for which the sanctuary was used,
They will know the meaning of the piscina, the sedilia, the low-side window for the sanctus
-bell, and supremely the altar—the link between heaven and earth.” They will also appreciate
that our.medieval chutches ate still offering the holy sactifice. It is our privilege to use
these churches and preserve them for posterity. - Let us do so to the greater glory of God
and thereby also fulfil the true purpose of man’s llfe—to love, serve and praisc God.

Mr, Lawrence ]oncs is responsible 'for the bock called “What to See in a Country
Church.” In simple text and numerous illustrations the whole' subject is condensed into -
. a nutshell to enable anyone. to enjoy an old church in future, '
, There are 141 black-and-white photographs and nine plates in colour and thcse will
help to make.clear. all the points mentioned in Mr Jones’® article.
It is published by Phoenix House at 10/6 and can be obtained through any bookscller
All royalties are given to the Historic Churches Preservation Trust.
Every server ought to have 2 copy.—Eb.
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OPEN COMMUNION

by the Revd Canon S C Joan

SOME 20 YEARS AGO the late William Temple (Archbishop of Canter-
. bury) declared that it is a scandal and a cause of shame that any two disciples
of our Lord Jesus Christ should be out of communion with one another.
To this statement all who have the cause of Christian unity at heart would
agree. It is because so many of us are realising the truth of what the
Archbishop said that strenuous attempts are being made to bring about that
unity for which our Lord prayed. To many the growing practice of what
is called “Open Communion™ seems to be one way towards unity. Those
who hold this belief argue that the best place to begin the search for unity
is at the Lord’s Table. They advance the following arguments in favour
of such action :— -

1. The holy table is emphatically the Lord’s table, and not outs ; therefore to repel
any sincere Christian from communion on the ground that he has not been confirmed, is
an offence against the love that our Lord bids his disciples to have one for another,

2. The Confirmation rubric in the Book of Common Prayer is a purcly domestic
rule for those who belong to the household of the Church of England, and was never
intended to exclude those who normally worship apart from the Church of England.

As a historical fact the rubric has been disregarded when foreign Protestants
temporarily resident in this country, were admitted to Holy Communion,

4. That those seeking to hold office under the crown were in the year 1673 required
to conform to the Test Act which enjoined the reception of the Sacrament of the Lotd’s
Supper “according to the usage of the Church of England™, and that there is no mention
in the act of the requirement of confirmation before receiving Holy Communion.

These arguments at first sight appear weighty but a closer examination will show that
they are not entirely sound. To take them in their ordet—

1. This argument appears to be based upon ideas of the church that are not those of
the Book of Common Prayer. If the Churcﬁoconsists merely of people who have been
baptised and are like-minded, thzn there is something to be said for inviting all and sundry
to be partakers at the Lord’s table, The church however is something more than an
associated of likeminded people, In the New Testament it is sopken of as the Body of
Christ (1 Cor, 12 v, 27) ; a society into which we are baptised (Romans 6 v, 3) ; a society
with duly constituted officers, and observing certain rules of worshjr and prayer, and
holding certain beliefs (Acts 2 v, 42), From the first this Socicty has claimed the right to
exclude from its fellowship those who did not accept its rules or beliefs (Heb, 13 v, 10},
This right has been exercised not only by the Church of England but by every part of the
ancient Catholic Church. The right to exclude has also been cliimed by those who have
separated from the church, e.g. the Wesleyan Methodists in 1889 passed the following
resolution at their conference : “No person shall be suffered on any pretence to partake
of the Lord’s Supper unless he be a member of the Society . . .. That the table of the
Lord should be open to all comers, is surely a great discredit, and a serious peril to any
church,”” There are other Protestant bodies which zlso do not practise open communion,
c.g. Strict Baptists, and some sects of the Plymouth Brethren,  That the practice of open
communion has in fact led to the unity of scparated Christians, is very doubtful, The
main denominations in this country (Methodists, Congregationalists, Fresbyterians, and
Baptists) alrcady practise open communion between themselves, but so far it does not
seem to have had any effect upon their denominational separation from one another.

2. The confirmation rubric in the Prayer Book does not date from 1661, but is
to be found in every edition of the Book of Common Prayer from 1549 onwards, Its
insertion in the first Prayer Book was merely enforcing by rubric a canon of the year 1281
(Constitutions of Archﬁishop Peckham), The canon in question was merely giving
constitutional authority to what had been the immemorial custom of the Church of
England. It is truc that at the time when the canon was énacted and the vatious editions
of the Prayer Book published, there was no recognised body of dissenters from the Church
of England, but this does not imply that the rulc is putely a domestic matter. The ancient
churches of the East administer confirmation immediately after baptism so that the question
of the admission to communion of the unconfirmed does not arise with them. In the
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Roman communion the unconfirmed arc frequently admitted to receive holy communion
but neatly all Roman catholic theologians deplote this as a departure from immemorial
custom,” It probably arose during times of stress, such as the French Revolution, when
bishops were not available to administer confirmation. In no case would the Roman church
admit to communion those who did not dccept her doctrine and discipline,

That forcign Protestants were admitted to communion without confirmation
when temporarily resident in this country, is true.  Such admission however was granted
by the authority of individual bishops ot priests, and cannot be regarded as abrogating the
confirmation rubric. Whether in the name of Christian charity such action on the part
of the bishops and priests concerned, was justified ot not, is a matter of opinién, In most
instances:the bishops in question were insistent that English dissenters from the church
should first be confirmed before being admitted to communion, In any case the actions
of individuals, however exalted, cannot do away with-the age long rule of the church.

4, 'That there is nothing about confirmation in the Test Actis true, but to argue
from silence is notoriously unsafe, ‘The act came into force on the 20th May 1673, That
is to say, all holding office under the ctown had to take the oaths at some time between that
datc and the 1st Augustof the same yéar:- On the latter date or a Sundaybefore it;' such
office Holders were required to-“receive the-Sacrament ‘of the Lotd’s:Supper according
to the usage of the Church of England”, It is-at least arguable that the time between the
20th May and 1st August was allowed in order that intending communicants should reccive
confirmation.: The appeal to the Test Act really proves nothing, the oné way or the other.
SOME THEOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS ' e .

If our objection to the admission of unconfirmed persons to holy communion is
merely based on a rubric, or upon immemorial custom, therc would appear to be nio reason
why the rubric should not be removed and the custom changed, if to do so would bring
about unity. . - . $£ Co . .

Objection to the practice of open communion is based upon something much deepet
than rubrics or customs. We believe the Church to be the mystical Body of Christ, In
baptism we are made “members of Christ” (the Prayer Book catechism), Christ is our
prophet ; our pricst ; and our king ; so that in being made a member of Christ” we are
made to share in some sense His threefold office of prophet, priest, and king. It is not the
purpose of this essay to develop all theee of these titles of our Lord, but merely to draw
attention to the implications of His priestly office.. ‘That His carthly life and death on the
cross made atonement for human sin, is admitted by all Christians. His death on the cross
was the culmination of a life of perfect obedience, although the offering of His sacrificial
death continues to the end of time, (Hebrews 9 v.v. 24 to 28 ; 7 v. 25 ; but read the argix-
ment on priesthood contained in chapters 5 to 10 ; sce also Rev. chapters 4 and 5.) . As
the whole Church is a priestly body there must be some way in which we as individdal
members of the body can exercise our pricsthood. We believe our Lord made provision
for this when He instituted the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. When we “Do this”
(Luke 22 v. 19) we make memorial before God of the sacrificial death of Christ; for, the
separate consccration of the bread and the wine is mystically the presentation of the death
of the Lord (1 Cor, 11 v, 26). In most of the old Jewish sacrifices there was not only the
offering ‘made to 'God; but the sactifice itsclf was only regarded as completed when those
who offered partock of the sactafice by cating it. From the carliest days the Sacrament
of the Eucharist or Lord’s Supper has been regarded as a sacrifice, and the act of receiving
holy communion as feeding upon the sacrifice which our Lord offered on the fitst Good
Friday and which He continually presents for us in heaven, In the cucharistic rite we are
caught up into this stream of sacrifice and our altars hecome onc with the heavenly altar.
The sactificial action is for us completed by our feeding vpon the Lamb of God, who gives
Himself under the forms of br:eaci3 and wine, By our baptism we werc made potentially
prophets, priests, and kings (Rev, 1 v, 6), The Eucharist isithe sacrificial offering of the
whole priestly body and if it was physically possible fof all’of us to stand at the altar to
offer that would be ideal. " As it is we know it to be impossible, and therefore certain
members of the priestly body are sct apart for the sake of**holy ordet” to perform the sacri-
ficial actions and to say the sacrificial words. This setting apart is through the Sacrament
of Holy Orders whereby men are ordained to the ministerial pricsthood and given'authority
to act. Other members of the priestly body arc also set apart to perform their part in the
sactifice, i.e. the feeding upon the sacrificed Lamb of God. This sctting apart is done by
means of a sacrament very like that of Holy Orders, the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Just
as the sacrificial action at the altar can only be performed by-a properly ordained priest,
so participation in the sacrifice by the other members of the body can only be by those
who have been confirmed (those who have authority). This of course is not the only
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meaning of confirmation but for the purposes of this essay it is the meaning that is relevant.
That the church in certain circumstances allows the unconfirmed to reccive holy com-
munion is always with the proviso that those receiving are “ready and desirous of being
"confirmed”. To extend the exceptions, in the interests of Christian unity, is to ignore
the principle of ordered authority, and the sacrificial aspeet of the Holy Eucharist.

That the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is the sacrament of unity is not in dispute,
but hitherto it has been regarded as the consummation of unity rather than a means to
unity. The case for regarding it as the consummation of unity is as follows, It has been
so regarded from apostolic times (1 Cor. 10 v, 17), and although there is much that we
would like to know about church customand practice in the 1st century, we have cvery
right to assume that the clear picture afforded by § Ignatius of Antiozh early in the sccond
century, represents the practice of the sub-apostolic age., Ignatius was martyred in the
year 110, and on his way to death wrote seven letters that have come down to us
Writing to the Church of Smyrna he says :—"“Avoid divisions as the beginning of cvil.
Follow all of you the bishop, as Jesus Christ followed the Father; and follow the presbytery
as the apostles, Moreover, revercnce the deacons as the commandment of God, Let
no man do aught pertaining to the church apart from the bishop. Let that cucharist be
considered valid which is under the bichop ot him to whom he (the bishop) commits
it....” “Wheresocver the bishop appears there let the people be, even as wheresoever
Christ Jesus is, there is the Catholic Church, 1t is not lawful apart from the bishop either
to baptise, or to hold a love-feast , , . .”

The principles contained in this letter have been followed universally, not because
Ignatius enunciated them, but because he was proclaiming the tradition received from the
apostles themselves, Tn the Catholic Church of which the Church of England is part, the
centre of unity in the local church is the bishop of the diocese. The consummation of
that unity is participation in the Eucharist ““Under the bishop or him to whom he commits
it”,

The practice of open communion cuts at the very root of this ancient and universal
principle, for those who on a given occasion receive holy communion with no intention
of being confirmed, return to their habitual state of separation from the lawful bishop.
Far from making for unity between separated bretheen, such open communions only
tend to confirm, those taking part, in their separation from the centre of unity (the diocesan
bishop). It is morcover difficult to understand the mentality of those separated Christians
who want to communicate  at Anglican altars and continue their membership of scparated
socicties. For the most part the separated bodies attach little importance to the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper compared with the Church of England, In the vast majority of our
churches the Fucharist is celebrated at least weekly, but whetc among the so called “free
churches” is a weekly communion service to be found? A monthly communion tepre-
sents the high water mark of sacramental practice among the majority of nonconformists,
Why then do they want to communicate in Anglican college chapels, ctc.?

It appears to the present writer to be a case of wanting to cat their cake and have it,
Their spiritual forcfathers separated from ths church because they thought the church
was mistaken, They suffered many things for conscience sake, but their descendants
apparently want to enjoy the freedom of scparation and at the same time partake of the
privileges of the church that their forefathers deemed to be in grievous errot.

WHAT SHOULD ANGLICANS DO »?

: Loyal membeérs of the Church of England who are resident in colleges where the
practicc of open communion obtains arc confronted with a dilemma, How can thay
remain loyal members of the Church accepting her rulesand discipline, if theyjoin in open
communions? On the other hand how can they show appreciation of the chaplains’s
provision for frequent celebrations of holy communion, if they-stay away from open com-

“.munions? This is admittedly a difficult situation, and we must never forget the over-

riding obligation of charity, both in our judgments of others (including our fellow Angli-

cans who may not share our convictions}), and any actions which we feel impelled to take,

On the other hand there is an obligation to witness for what we believe to be true, The

. advice therefore of the present writer would be as follows :—Always try “to speak the

" truth (as we sce it) in love”, but do not take part inopen communions, for to do so implies
approval of a practice we believe to be mistaken. If it is possible to receive the Blessed
Sacrament in a neighbouring parish church, this should be done,  With regard to all other
chapel services where communion is not involvéd, support the efforts of the chaplain, but
make your convictions known to him if he asks why you are fiot at the open communion;
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BROTHER JOHN’S JOTTINGS

DURING THE LAST QUARTER I have had an opportunity of seeing
something of the life of the church in three varied places. The first was
an opportunity to visit Westminster Abbey on the feast of § Edward the
king and confessor, and to see the endeavours that are now being made
to turn the Abbey into a place of prayer and pilgrimaage.

The abbey bells started to ring quite eatly, and seemed to be ringing all the day,
Thete was no doubt that a feast day was being celebrated. T was unable to be at the
sung eucharist in the morning, but I was able to pay 2 visit to the shrine just before
festal evensong in the afternoon, Candles burned on the shrine altar and round about
the shrine and pilgrims were kneeling in prayer all around. The nave was filling up for
evensong as I came out and I picked up one of the leaflets now distributed free, reminding
visitors that the abbey is a place of prayer and pilgrimage, and drawing their attention
to the two chapels resetved for private prayer. A suggested form of prayer for the life
of the abbey is provided.

I came back on Monday morning to {ind the abbey thronged with visitors, but around
the shrine pilgrims, including some nuns, knelt in silent prayer. At twelve o’clock
priest led some biddings and an Owr Father, which were carried by microphones to all
parts of the building. The vergers with tact and courtesy indicated that prayers were
being said, and all the various groups stood silent and for the most part joined in the
Our Father, The abbey vergers do an excellent job, and cannot be too highly praised:
This is perhaps a good opportunity to remind readers of the ‘all-the-year round’ pilgrimage
each Monday to the Confessor’s shrine, sponsored by the Church Union. Each Monday,
with the possible exception of some bank holidays, parochial and other groups make a
pilgrimage, and so keep the chain of prayer unbroken. Chapters who could undertake
one Monday are asked to get in touch with the Pilgrimage Secretary of the Church Union,

From the ancient city of Westminster to a new town, Welwyn Gatden City in
Hertfordshire is now a new town, and the expansion is nearly all in the parish of Digswell,
The little twelfth-century church of § John had proved quite inadequate for the needs of
the new population, even with two sung masses on a Sunday. Father Geoffrey Ford,
the rector, showed me the fine new church which has been built, incorporating the former
church as a chapel. Space and light, and lirurgical dignity are the keynotes of the new
church, which Fr Ford claimed was ‘modern without being gimmicky’., There is a
rematkable unity about the whole building and unless one had known, it would be hard
to guess that the old church had been merged in the new. The sanctuary is particularly
spacious, crowned by a twelve foot stone altar, T all the church has three stone altars,
and the original high altar of the old church is now a requitm altar, against the north swall,
Sung mass is now to be commenced in a school in another part of the parish, and a new
district church will have to be built. ‘Thete is already in existence a small chapel of
S Charles the Martyr at Harmer Green, also in the parish, New houses are filled as soon
as they are completed, and Father Ford and his two assistants have a tremendous job making
contact with the continual stream of newcomers, A fine work is being done; say a
prayer for them at Digswell sometimes,

Change, redevelopment, expansion ; these were also the keynotes of life at Southwick,
on the Sussex coast, where 1 visited Father John Leavey, an old friend, in Octaber. Here
again the ancient church of S Michael and All Angels is, owing to new devclopment,
hecoming the geographical centre of the parish. The ancient church which has heen
reroofed and was still in scaffolding, has been much beautified of recent years and although
set back in a quiet and well-kept churchyatd, is very close to the new shopping centre.

Fr Leavey also showed me his hall-church of All Souls, Downsway, serving a large
ncighhourhood of new houses. Although handicapped by the lack of an assistant priest,
a good work is being done here in building up a worshipping community,

The abbey, a new town, an expanding town on the south coast. In all these three
there was activity ; the missionary life of the church and the building up of the Body of
Christ, One other thing was needed and this T found in the ordered life of prayer medita-
tion and service of the Cowley Fathers at their London House, hidden behind Westminster
Abbey, Here in retreat, in that silent and peaceful atmosphere, the retreatrant is
privileged to share in the mass and office of the Cowley Fathers, as they daily perform the
Opus Dei in that austere and beautiful chapcl, Holding up, sup{:orting, making possible,
all the life of the parishes, is the hidden lifc and prayer of the religious communities, male
and female, of the church,
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN DENMARK -
AND SWEDEN

by P D Varnpy

THAT PART of the Catholic Church to which we beléng, the Anglican
Church, has a sympathetic interest in other Christian Churches, not least
those in Scandinavia. The Lambeth Conferences -have expressed this | -
interest in positive terms by allowing' some degree of intercommunion
with the Scandinavian Churches. It was to further the spirit-of fellowship
with the Churches of Scandinavia that a party of Anglican ordinands,
including myself, was able to visit Denmark and Sweden, at the invitation
of their Churches. This account is 2 personal impression, gained from
conversation and observation, of the churches we visited.

In Denmark we-worshipped in churches, chapels and cathedrals, and we talked with
parish clergy and ‘university theological staff. The Church of Denmark has rctained
episcopacy but there is no apolstolic succession and so many of our.party did not com-
municate although we did worship at the cucharist. On our first Sunday we joined in
‘high mass’ in an ancient cathedral. The service began with a preparatory confession
service when we knelt at the altar rail and were -individually absolved after common
confession of our sins,  The service continued and although in Danish was easy to follow,
The congregation helped by a good choir joined in singing the service and hymns. The
communicants sat in the choir stalls for the Canon and were then communicated at the

_altar rail.  Later the same day we visited a,small country parish with 2 residential confirma-
tion school for the deanery and said compline in the church. L
. In Copenhagen we were introduced to. various movements in the Danish Church,
The *Small Church Movement® has inspired the building of new churches of modern design,
in new suburbs with worship based oa the eucharist. There is a small catholic movement.
which has published and uses a daily officc book. The weekday eucharist and private
confession is available in a few churches. The main Sunday service for most of the,
country however remains antecommunion with a lengthy sermon, There seemed to be
little life in these churches in contrast with the newer parishes, partly due to dpathy.,  The
Establishment assumes that all arc members of the church and thete seemed to be little
cffort to develop Christian fellowship, ‘ L N

In Sweden church life appeared.to be more vigorous. The problems of the Establish-
ment were being overcome and bothr'low chutch’ and “high church® parishes seemed alive.
Eucharistic vestments and stone altars have been retained, as in Denmark, but in Sweden,
there is also unbroken Episcopal: succession. In recent 'years many beautiful modern
churches have been furnished with ornaments and vestments of good; design_and. finc
materials, Every parish priest:has to keep a register of all his parishioners and, often with,
help, acts as the government’s registrar for births, marriages and other items, . This gives
him the advantage of having information to help him in his visiting, Everyone in Sweden
is considered to be a member of the national or ‘folk church’ unless he has,removed hig
name, ‘Thus the right to vote at P C C meetings, and for representatives at the Church
Assembly, is held by many non-churchgocrs and has led to some difficulties. .

'The main Sunday service remains antecommunion in most churches but in new subur-
ban parishes, the univefsities and elsewhere therc are increasingly- parish communions.,
In the university chapels there are often daily offices and weekday eucharists,

Most dioceses in Sweden have a retreat and conference house, Here thete are daily,
prayers and often weekday eucharists and private confessions. As well as retreats there
are residential courses and confirmation schools in them, The Order of Deaconcsses and
Dcacons which- works in parishes, hospitals, schools, retreat houses and o{’ergeas, is of
considerable importance, It now has over 1,000 members, St

The Catholic movement appeared to be growing. Retreats, conferences, and courses
are organised. The daily offices, private confessions and regular eucharistic worship are’
all increasing.” I 'was able to visit the Community of the Holy Spirit, a small women’s
religious order, and men’s communities ate being formed. . W

By retaiding episcopal succession .and. yet being a member of the Lutheran World
Fedetation the Church of Sweden has-an important part to play in ecumenical.discussions
at the present time, Within the Church of Denmark there are signs of an awakening to’
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the Catholic faith, At this time, when we are especially concerned with- Christian unity
we as Anglicans should pray especially for ail the Lutheran churches throughout the world,
In particular the Scandinavian churches, with which the Anglican Church has special links
and their members need our prayers that the Holy Spirit may guide them into all truth,

RECLUSES (PART TWO)

by the Revd A Witrsuie, Viear of Carlinghow

‘THE RECLUSE’S HORARIUM was worked out by Grimlaic and Ailred,
and to say the least, was very crowded. Briefly there were periods for
prayer and reading, and at certain times, for manual labour. “From
motning to neatly the third hour let them give all the time to ptayer. From
the third hour to the ninth hour let them work—unless in summer time
they desite to rest a little in their beds (a nice touch that), and let prayer
ever be mingled with work., From the ninth hour till evening, let them be
engaged in prayer and reading, and on festivals and Sundays in prayer only.
At night let them despatch most devoutly the sacred vigils, and prayers of

exceeding purity. .

From the first day of November inclusive to Lent, let her rest beyond midnight—
according to her reckoning, and rising let her celebrate the nightly vigils according to the
form of Blessed Benedict’s Rule ; to be followed presently by prayer,  After prayer, let her
{erform the officc due in honour of the virgin, adding commemarations of the saints,
Let the rest of the time till dawn serve for labour of the hands along with the intoning of
the psalms, At dawn she will celebratc matutinal lauds with the hymans of the first hour
of prayer, and 30, alternating lessons and psalms as applicable to devotion, she will wait for
ticrce, which said, let her occupy herseif in manual work till the ninth hour,

,After taking food and rendering thanks to God, let her engage in spiritual exercises ;
intermitting till vespets, bodily labour. After 4 small interval let %ct tead to herself more
secretly some lection from the lives of the saints or their institutes or miracles, 80 as to say
compline in 2 certain fervour of spirit with a view to settling her limbs in bed with a heart
full of devotion. Fom Easter to the aforesaid day (1st November), let her so risc as to
vigils as to begin matins after the smallest of intervals, on completion of the nightly hymns
and prayers, When they are finished, let her engage in prayers and psalms till the sun
is fully risen ; and then, after sdying prime, let her begin the sacrifice of daily work till the
third hour : till sext, let her Husy her spirit with reading and prayer. Food taken after
scxt, let her rest in her bed till fione and so let her work with her hands till vespers. After
this, let her engage in prayer and psalmody ; so tempering the hours of collation, that
the bed may receive her limbs before sunset.”

From the foregoing, it will be seen that the recluse had a very full day, but it is cven
more complicated when one looks into the Ancren Riwle, The derails given are long and
the instructions complicated, all far too long to be given here, but one is left with the idea
that the three anchoresses found themselves praying automatically and automatically per-
forming ritualistic acts quite ncedlessly and indeed, without any real purpose whatsoever in
an attempt to keep the rule,

They were for example enjoined to “fall to the carth if it be a weckday, bowing some-
what downward if it be a holiday, beating of the breast during certain devotions, and,
cxtremely odd this, going on all fours “if through carelessness, ye make confusion of words
or mistake a verse, and lying flat on the ground for much mistaking’. Then were given
the directions for them to say ‘fifty or a hundred Aves-——more or less, as ye have time’,
the different ways of blessing oneself-—the number of times that cach of such acts should be
repeated ; the thirty patcrnosters—cach with ave and gloria—for those ‘who cannot or
who may not, say nocturns, The hours were to be kepr, the night office, matins, prime,
none, compline being specially mentioned, They were cxhorted to ‘call to mind, at some
time by day or night, all who are sick and sotry, that suffer woe and poverty, the pain which

risoners endure, those who are heavily fettered with iron, and pray to Gur Lord that He
!}:nve pity on them. .

. With all these rules and regulations to observe, to occupy their minds and hands, to
safeguard their lives as ‘Religious’; it scems very hard that one of the charges made against
them was that they were gossips. Gossiping was denounced by both Ailred and the
Ancren Riwle. “My dear sisters, have your windows as little as ye may. Let them be
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small and that of the parlour the smallest and narrowest, Let the cloth over them be
double—and the cloth shall be black. When you go to your parlour window, lcam first
from your maid who has come, for maybe it is some onc to be shunned by you,’

On the question of food Grlmlalc writes : “‘Let solitarics have reasonable food, We
believe that two cooked savourics suffice for daily food, allowing for the infirmities of.
some, so that any body unable to cat of one may refresh himself from the other, Let a’
third be added, if there be fruit or young pulse. The food should be vegetables or'young
pulse ; at other times, cheese and eggs, at times small fish—as the height of luxury, A
poundwc1ght of bread should suffice for the day. From the flesh of quadrupeds, as alsé’
of birds, lct them abstain entirely unless by chance, some be gripped by a scrious illness!
From the octave of Baster till Pentecost ict them take refreshment twice a 'day, From
Pentecost to the first of September, let them fast til the ninth hour on Wednesday, Friday
and Saturday: on the other days let them take refreshment at the sixth hour, and sup in
the cvening. From the first of Septeniber till the beginning of Lent, let them' always take
refection at the ninth hour only.

Sﬂcncc was warmly advocated. “Lct ancre keep snlcncc——as much ‘as ever she can
and may”—thus wrotc the author of the Ancren Riwle, “Keep silence on every Friday
of the year, on Ember ‘days, in Advent, in Holy Wecek—though to your maid you may
say in a few words, what you will. Silénece ever at meat. L will that you speak scldom
—and then but lietle”; this again from the Ancren Riwle. “Mainténance of the grav1ty
of sllcnﬁc we specially urge on a recluse, for, therein is ‘great quict and much ftuxt said
S Ailre

Owncrshlp of private property by recluses appears to have been barred, or at least

restricted, in some foreign countrics. Busch réquiréd one of his anchoresses to vow
poverty, chastity and obcdience in this order, and another to accept the rule of 8 Augustine
in which she would read, ‘Call not anythmg your own but let all things be in common for
you’, Grimlaic, as onc may well expect, has something to say on this matter, ' ‘Let
solitaries have nothmg of their own except utensils and cheap furniture without whlch
they cannot live.’
. In England there does not appeat to be any such’legislation to enfotce poverty on
secular recluses, 'This of course docs not apply to recluses who were Rcllglous—-thesc
would of coursc be bound by the Rulc of their Otder, which Rules'would include ‘poverty; -
and having all things in common.’ No dttempt, in England at any rate, appears to have
been made to prevent recluses from accepting gifts or fees from those who went to consult
with them, *One such recluse must have done cxtremely well, for we read that the anchoret
at All Hallows, London Wall, gave to that church in 1478 a sum equal to £10 in modern’
money, in 150] “a great pax with three i images in stlvcr" and in 1521-2 “a chalice wcxghmg
cight ounces.’

Quite a number of bcncfactlons and endowments were made to rccluscs Pcrhaps
the endowment made by Henry, Duke of Lancaster, on 6th’ December 1361 is by far the
most illuminating, It was for the support of an anchorage in the graveyard of Whalley
parish church. Two cottages and no less than 670 acres of land were to form a basis for
the provision of ‘sufficient convenable sustenance for a recluse dwelling in a place within
the cemetery of the parochial church at Whalleye, and for the recluses her successors
dwelling there for all time ; as also for two women servants to the said recluses and to
cach one of them . ., , | to pray for the said Duke, his ancestors and his heirs, * That ‘is
to pay to the said recluses and to the recluses their successors, seventeen conventual loaves
each week of the year, seventeen loaves of the second sott, threc pence for the food eaten
with their bread, and eight galions of the better conventual beer, ~And t6 find and pay on.’
the feast of All Samts to'the same recluses and their successors, ten hard fish’ called stock
fish, ten other large ﬁsh a bushel of oatmeal, two gallons of ‘oil to light their lamps, a,
weight of tallow for candlcs six cartloads of turf and one cartload of faggots for fucl.’

These were to be convcyed by the Abbot of Whalley and his successors to the placc
of the recluse, and he also had to keep up all houses and enclosures built there for the
abode of the said recluse and her successors, besides repairing them whcncvcr it be neees-
sary, at the cost of the said Abbot, the convent and their successors.’ They were also
enjoincd ‘to find there as chaplain 2 monk of honest conversation from the ‘same abbey,
and a clerk to minister there at mass, for the singing of masses cach year perpetually in the
chapel of the said recluse and her successors there on thc behalf of the said Duke, his
ancestors and his heirs for all time’,

On the occasion of voidance of each recluse, whcther through death of any other
cause, the "said Abbot and convent and their successors, shall reccive without contradiction
or opposition, another at the nomination mandate or order of the said Duke and his heirs
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to have all things as above, For the said mass, vestments, chalices, bread, wing, lights
and other ornamentes found necessary shall be found by the Abbot and convent and their
successors perpetually,  An annual rent, besides this, of sixty-six shillings and cight pence
sterling for all time shall be paid by them-—at two tetms of the year—to the said Duke and
his heirs.’

The wills of the people of this period make interesting reading ; they arc very numerous
and thetefore, I can only give onc or two examples. By the will of Henry 11 large sums
of money were left to ‘Religious houses of monks, canons, nuns; and to reclyses and hermits
of England and Normangy. The amounts left were : 5,000 silver marks for thosc of
England and 3,000 silver marks for thosc of Normandy, to which were added another
5,000 silver marks for the religious house, recluses, hermits and lepers of Jerusalem,”

. John of Gaunt, in a will dated 3rd February 1393 gave ‘threc nobles in honour of the
Blessed Ttinity to cach poor hermit and reciuse domiciled in London or within five leagues
around.’

Thomas Beaufort, Duke of Exeter, on 29th December 1426 willed ‘forty shillings to
Dom John, recluse in the church of § Peter at Westminster and two shillings apicee to
Dame Joan, recluse in § Clement's Church outside Temple Bar, and to the female recluse
within Bishopsgate and likewise to Dame Alice at 8 Albans.’

Perhaps the most outstanding cxample, and one which will close this particular
account for the December issue of Tue SErVER is as follows, It shows that the man in
question had considerable wealth at the time of the completian of the will six weeks before
his exccution on 3rd August 1415 at Scuthampton for alleged participation in a plot
against the King. The man was the 3td Baron Scrope of Masham, originally an intimate
friend of Henry V., '

‘ The beneficiaties of the will, to whom were to be added any other recluses discovered
within three months after the testator’s death, included every anchoret and recluse dwelling
in London and York, with their suburbs, as well as the anchorets and recluses of Beverley,
Stafford, Hampole, Leek, Newcastle, Gainsbotough, Southwell, Stamford, Dartford,
Shrewshury, Kirkby, Wath, Kexby and Wighton.

So, although locked away from the world it is true to say that very wotldly men did
not forget the recluses or their needs and well being,

(to be conclnded)

A SERVER'S ACCOUNT OF HIS TRAVELS

by Berxarp O LARYEA

HAVING COMPLETED all arrangements connected with lodging and
catering, I set off on the first leg of my travelling on the morning of April
4th to regions unknown. I arrived at the lorry station before 9 a.m. but
anyone ‘au fait’ with travelling and transport problems in West Africa
knows that unlike Furopean countries where everything tuns on time, in
Africa time matters little, The lorry did not take off till about two hours
after my arrival at the station and even only when the driver was satisfied
that no space remained usnoccupied by a passenger, unmindful of the
discomfort to which they were put. , L :

1t was to Hohoe, 140 miles from Accra, that I was travelling, It is in the Volta Region
of Ghana, The journey toak about four hours and it was very exciting, The road is
macadamized throughout except ten miles to the town of Hohoe., 1 saw for the first time
the much talked of Adomi Bridge replacing the old Senchi ferry and claimed to be onc of,
the engineering feats in Africa, All types of vehicles passing through haveto pay tolls at
graduated rates according to the tonnage of the vehicle. At Kpeve where the Ministry
of Agriculture has cstablished experimental farms, vehicles have to circle on a hill for about
three miles at a very slow speed, something like fifteen miles per hour, - Huge trees and
forests appear like a garden in a house when viewed from the-hill top on.a vehicle, and
drivers’ skill is put to test for a while. As common in Africa especially in villages, thatched
mud houses by the wayside painted with diffcrent colours, children and ‘adults partially
clothed running at the sight or hotning of vchicles to wave passengers bye-bye and
villagers selling produce and water to passengers were some of the sights which delighted
us. ]
We reached Mohoe at last and were directed to the office of my host whom T met
 expeéting me. He took me to his home which was a stone’s throw from the.office, had a
meal and some rest. In the evening we went out to see places of interest and I was intro-
duced to many people,
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On the following moming I was off to Jasikan and Kadjebi, a distance of some 18 and
25 miles respectively, The road was untarred and. rugged and therefore dusty. It was
through a thick forest that we passed and I took’ the opportunity of alighting, examining
and photographing a cocoa farm for the first time, 1 branched to see the beautiful Jasikan
Teachers” Training College as well,  Jasikan and Hohoe, localised in the Buem and Krachi
districts respectively, have a commercial flavour all around and this is cvidenced. by the
chains of. petty stores and branches of the various commercial banks established. A very
large quantity and first class quality cocoa is grown here and the area is comparatively richer
in foodstuffs than many places in the country. . o , .

The next day, Friday, 6th, saw me at Kpandu, a distance of 35 miles, ~This is another
lovely ‘flacc where I visited the market, a Government Technical School, a Roman Catholic
Secondary School named after one Bishop Herman and situated on a hiil on'the outskirts
of the town, and the residential area. In this region the influence of the Roman Catholic
Church is evidenced everywhere as almost all educational and medical institutions are
staffed and run by them. Our church (Anglican) is now starting the spade work,

Saturday was a day of rest from the three-day travels, On Sunday (Passion Sunday)
at Hohoe there was no Anglican Church to attend and as I must go to churchat all costs
as is usual with me, T went to A M E Zion Church, where the service I met in progress
was for children. From there I came home and later in the day started packing for my
departure to Accra the next day to prepare for the next leg. . On Monday motning after
breakfast and a group photograph of my host, family and myself I took off, reaching
‘home in the afternoon after another exciting trip, - . ‘ -

I left heme eacly in the moming of Thursday, 12th April, to board the train which
Jeaves at 6,30 am for Tarkwa, Tt is 219 miles from Accra and centre of the mining in-
dustry in .Ghana. T had paid a flying visit to this town about.some ten years ago and
cannot claim to know there sufficiently. Unlike the lorry the train departed on time and
it was again my first time of passing through many new places, Thete was much dozing
by-me until we reached at 1.40 p.m and found my host waiting formeat the station. From
there we drove to his residence on top of a hill .about 24 miles from the town, . There
came the traditional welcome followed by a meal, and later in the evening chatted about
gencral topics till-we went to bed, From the top of the hill where the bungalow was
perched one could obtain a delightful view of the whole of the mining areas and part of
the town, The beauty of the town.and of the mining areas viewed in the night from the
hill top is indescribable.. This is a very old town which is having its fair share of modetn
-developments in Ghana, its only disadvantages being that thete is no pipe-borne. water
and the town generally hilly, . ‘ . o A

The next day my host, who is the branch manager of our company, trekked to anothér
timber industry country called Samreboi, about.80 miles from Tarkwa, It was our fitst
time of going there (himself, myself and the driver) where he had to transact business on
behalf of the company. Part of the road was motorable and part far from being ideal for
light vehicles as the one we were using, a Vauxhall Velox, Here again we passed through
thick forest until we reached late in the motning. Samreboi is a coutitey botn and bred by
the United Africa Company, an offshoot of the wortld famous .Unilever Brothers. All

" roads leading to the town, Kospitgl, social and welfare facilities are provided by the com-
pany. To tell you of the history of this modern town which was once a forest' would mean
writing a book, a task for which I am notyet capable. The business was quickly transacteed
and we immediately drove back to Tarkwa, having been daubed on the way by thick dust
and slightly wet by rain, Saturday was spent in visiting Nsuta and Abosso—two famous
mining areas—and more places of interest, The next day was Palm Sunday and I took the
opportunity of attending.the Palm Sunday service for the first time outside Accra'in the
Anglican Church dedicated after S Peter.” ~ Here the Anglican Church is a fofce to reckon
with as the late Provost of our cathedral, Very Revd George Laing (he died 25th June this
year) was a vicar there for seven ‘years, our present Precentor also serving his diaconate
there. I.saw the priest and servers briefly before the service started, but after the service
1 introduced myself to them, gavce themsome back copies of THE SERVER, which they had
not seen before, and the Golden Shore; our diocesan magazine, The priest told me-of his
difficulties with the servers'and his hope that my presence would inspire thém. The
service went on beautifully, and I was profoundly touched when during the singing of the

thymn “Ride-on, ride on in majesty”. the members in procession waved their palms joyfully,
signifying what was done by the crowd at Christ’s entry into Jerusalem, , -

On the following Monday T left for Kumasi, where [ spent the night with a friend and

_continued to Tamale the next diy, 237 miles off, . It is the capital of the northern region of
Ghana and peopled by Gonja and Dagomba tribes. Unlike the places where I had already
described, this region can boast of the finest roads in the whole of Ghana, One drives
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for about two or more miles straight without curving, and the area being a savannah therc
arc no trees to blur the vision, neither hills. It was some years ago the most backward
area of Ghana (then Gold Coast) but since independence tremendous progress has becn
made in all felds in buildings, roads, etc. It is rubbing shoulders in developments with
all the other regions and visitors who go there with the mind of seeing dilapidated buildings,
bad roads, people in tatters, absence of medical and social facilitics, will be sadly dis-
appointed. It is only tiring to get therc by road as it takes a whole day when travelling
on a passenger lorry but about half that time if on a private car. [ went on a Government
vehicle and the advantage of this over other vehicles is that on reaching the ferry it is given
prior&y in being ferried across the Volea river,

ell, I arrived at Tamale in the evening after a tedious journcy. It was Tuesday in
Holy Weck and saw the vicar of the Anglican Church who was to be my host waiting for
me at the transport yard, We greeted each other happily and drove off in the mission
Land Rover to the vicarage, the vicar being at the stecrer. Here is a-place where the
Anglican Church hasmade phenomonal progress within its shore period of establishment
which must be scen to be believed.  The native population is predominantly Mohammedan
and the churches there, ours and other denominations, are largely patronised by southerners
who are there on business, A new church has been built but not completed, although it
is in such a form that services are held in it.  Anamount of not less than a thousand pounds
will be required to complete and furnish to some cxtent this new church, and any help
which you, the rcader, might afford to offer in cash or kind would be appreciated, It is
to be addressed to S George’s Anglican Church, P O Box 110, Tamale, Northern Ghana,

The following day I rook off in the morning to Pong Tamale, 20 miles from Tamale
by bus to sec the Government Veterinary School, where veterinary assistants are trained.,
On Maundy Thursday 1 served at carly morning mass at the chapel in the vicarage, and
after breakfast I set off to Nyankpala to visit another agricultural station. It is 12 miles
trip by bus.  In the evening [ served as M C at the Maundy Thursday evening mass, where
my new cassock attracted the congregation who noted that a stranger had lost his wayand
entered into their fold, 1 served again on Good Friday and at the Holy Saturday rites.
My presence was opportunc as the priest hardly had servers, After the three hours’
service in the afternoon the other denominations joined the Anglicans in a procession of
witness through the town, It was a privilege for me to serve again on Easter Day when
the church was filled to capacity as usual on such occasions, and after the service I was
introduced to many people of the parish. The priest and 1 later drove to the homes of
many of them. On Easter Monday there was an outing and in this also 1 took part. It
was an enjoyable time we had with plenty to cat and drink all around, I shall never forget
the affection shown by the patishioncrs towards me,

On Wednesday I left for Accra via Kumasi, where 1 slept two nights,  This ends the
account of how I spent my holidays this year and how refreshing it proved to me, The
joy of serving in a parish far away from yours is an experience worth having, and if you
haven’t done that before then will you try it during your next holiday?

THE 239th MEETING OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL
THE COUNCIL met in London on Saturday, 22nd September. Father
Fox, the Warden, took the chair, and others present included Father
Treadwell, the Deputy Warden, the Secretary-General, the Secretary COF
and nineteen councillors. Fathers Jarrett and Stephenson, the Treasurer
and five other brethren sent apologies for absence.

The Council received a report from the Secretary-General on the autmmn festival at
Coventry on the arrangements made for the mass in Holy Trinity and the office in thé
cathedral, After one and a quarter hour’s discussion it was unanimously agreed that the
Council should extend the Guild’s thanks to the Secretary-General for all that he had done
in connection with the festival,

It was also agreed to place on the agenda for the next council that “national festivals
of the Guild should not be held in cathedrals.”

The Council noted other festivals to take place in Chichester and Liverpool. It
regretted that the Excter festival had to be postponed, A festival for Rochester is pro-
posed for 25th May 1963,

The venue of the Easter festival may be S Augustine’s, Queen’s Gate, with the annual
" meeting in the nearby Scout Headquarters. It should be borne in mind that the mass

will be one of corporate communion, for which due notice of communicating should be
given and the fast observed by all the brethren so doing. The autumn festival may take
place in Stepney. .
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The councillors were urged by the Warden to take immediate action with those
chapters in their groups who had not sent in the returns for the year ending Easter 1962,
Some thirty-one chapters had not completed their return for officers elected with a list
of members, thitty-threc had not sent in a report of their work and subscriptions had
not been reccived from thirty-two chapters, :

The delay in sending this information and money seriously affects the working of
the Guild, and whilst appreciating all the valued work of all chapter officials the Council
does urge their full co-operation in making the Guild efficient.

The Council also regretted that some councillors, who had been clected to represent
the brethren, had not attended for the past year.

Brother Edden in presenting the Candidates for Ordination Fund teport said that
in response to an utgent appeal for help £57 had been received in three weeks, but much
more help was required to enable the fund to meet its commitments in making the usual
gift to ordinands this autumn. As an emergency measure some of the money on deposit
had to be transferred to the current account. -

Gifts were being made to forty-nine membets, twelve others were in training at
Kelham and Mirfield and fourteen others had applied for help, Once again the Council
expressed its great disappointment that some of those who had been helped by the Guild,
receiving between £75—£125 had given up their membershif, on being ordained. Tt
appreciated that some were precluded from continuing by the action of their parish pricsts
though the Council could not agree with that standpoint,

It was agreed to discuss at the next Council that the qualifying period of membership
before a gift from C.O F could be made should be increased to four or five years.

With regard to Tre Server the Council appreciated the work of Brother Rever in
its distribution and in an cffort to keep down costs the appointment of a chapter magazine
secretary who would receive bulk orders for circulation was cmphasised.

Brother R Bootman, who had served as a councillor for London Group No, 1, was
thanked for his work, since he was moving to Suffolk and was relinquishing his councillor-

ship.
EPIPHANY FESTIVAL
_ Saturday, 12th January 1963 .
High Mass 12.15 p.m. at S. John, Waterloo Road, London, S.E.1.
, (by kind permission of the vicar, Revd E V Rhys).
At the invitation of the Provost of Southwark, the Very Revd E Southcott,
the Guild have been asked to sing THE GUILD OFFICE in SOUTHWARK
CATHEDRAL at 3.0 p.m. Preacher: the Provost.
Clergy robe in the Cathedral, Servers robe in the Chapter House,
S Thomas’s Street, by 2.45 p.m. - ' :

NEW ZEALAND DISTRICT COUNCIL

Annual General Meeting
held at Wellington on Saturday, 4th August 1962
IN THE PRESENCE of a congtegation consisting of sixty persons,
solemn high mass was celebrated in S, Martin’s Chapel, Wellington City
Mission, by the Lord Bishop of Wellington (the Right Rev H W Baines)
assisted by Fr W H Birch, deacon, and Fr Wm Heordegen, sub-deacon.

During the mass his lordship welcomed delegates from the various chapters of the
Guild in New Zealand to the district council mecting in Wellington,

The following chapters were represented :—S Augustine of Canterbury, Christ-
church; The Most Holy Sacrament,  Dunedin ; George Augustus Selwyn, Invercargill,
and The Epiphany, Wellington, Also present were observers from Wanganui, Danne-
tirke and Hamilton.

After breakfast solemn Guild office was sung, the Wellington chapter’s chaplain,
Fr W H Beech, officiating. The immediate past Warden and Chaplain-General, Canon
W A Curzon-Sigges, addressed the brethren,

- The meeting was presided over by Canon Curzon-Sigges, in the absence of the
Warden and Chaplain-General, Canon Nigel Williams, who is on leave in England.
Canon Williams and Bro Cecil H Beacham were re-elected Warden and Chaplain-General
and Sccretary and Treasurer-General respectively for the ensuing yeat,

The proceedings concluded with a conducted tour of inspection of the new Wellington
cathedral of S Paul.
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The Lord Bishop of WrrLincTOoN, N.Z.

Fr. W H Bercu Fr Wnm HEERDEGEN
Bro € H Bracuam Bro F WoobnLEY
Secretary-General Canon W A CurzonN-S1GGERs
Bro C Hurron Bro ] Cosrer

Bro. W pE LA Mare  Bro C Fawny

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS
THE HOLY ANGELS

On the feast of title the officc was sung in S Margaret, Leytonstone, Father Turner
officiating and an addtess given by Father Hall, of 85 Philip and Augustine, Plaistow.
Besides members of the Holy Angels chapter, brethren were present from the chapters
of § George, King Charles and Holy Fellowship, ‘This was the sixty-first feast of title
the chapter being tormed two years after the Guild’s inauguration.  Bencdiction followed
the procession. Councillors Gadd and Christopher were present,

OUR SAVIOUR, CHESTERFIELD

The chapter is making steady progress with an influx of ncw members from the
north of Derbyshire, The vicar of Hackenthorpe, the Revd § Howard, 06 s, is the
chaplain. The chapter joined with other chapters at the Easter Festival at Worksop and
Clumber Park, and also were present at Coventry. The former sccretary, Brother George
Waller, was presented with a crucifix and cheque after holding that office for eighteen
years.

8. CLEMENT, LYMINGTON AND THE NEW FOREST

On Friday, 24th August, § Bartholomew’s Day, members of this scattered chapter
gathered at AlYSaints, Woodside, Lymington, to sing the Guild office, after three admissions
Fr Norman Wilkins, priest in charge of All Saints, preached a spirited sermon on “Being
content only with those ceremonies which do serve to a decent order and godly discipline.”
Wotds not found in the Bible but in our Prayer Book, in that masterpiece of
compromise, ‘of ceremonies, why some be abolished and some retained’. He made one
point from the start that the server is primarily in the sanctuary for practical reasons, to
help the priest in his ministrations ; the ceremonial is secondary, although very important.
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Ceremonial stems from cur practical help, but it is none the less an offering to God.
Many people do not realise this simple fact but the server must always be conscious of it.
Slack ceremonial, poor serving is not a perfect offering to God, any more than poor singing.
A procession, with four visiting pricsts, including the Revd Canon A L Hill {Lymington)
and Fr K E Jarvis (Beaulicu Abbey) and twenty-two membets concluded the service, after
wl'lalich servers, their priests, friends and visitors attended a small reception in All Saints’
hall, . L

September Tth, the eve of the nativity of Qur Lady, this chapter joined the Church Union
(Southampton Branch) for the 8th annual pilgrimage to Beaulicu Abbey, High mass
was celebrated in the abbey church at 8 p m (by permission of the vicat) by the Revd Fr
K E Jarvis, assisted by Fr R R flolliott Powell, our chapter chaplain, and Fr Norman Wilkins

(8 Thomas, Lymington), Fr A § Talbot (S Saviour, Portsmouth) preached a forceful

sermon on the intention of the pilgrimage, to give thanks to Almighty God for the building
of the abbey and prayer for the extension of the revival of the religious life in the Church
of England. Pilgrims came from all parts of the New Forest, Winchester, Lymington,
Blandford Forum, Hythe, Fawley and especially Southampton. It was good to see Fr
Ralph Stephenson and Fr C Cousmacher in quire, The lovely old building was very full,
in fact there were more pilgrims than ever before. A very happy gathering afterwards in
the under-croft of thé Domus, where the members of the Church Union, the G S S and
friends partook of refreshment and chat before going their several ways,

THE HOLY GRAIL AND CHRIST THE KING, BIRMINGHAM ..

A rather impressive service was held in Birmingham cathedral on Thutsday, 6th Septem-
ber, when the Guild office was sung by some 360 scrvers from all parts of the diocese and
a large number of robed clergy.  Seven servers were initiated and three admitted to full
membership of the Guild. The provost, the Rt Revd George Sinker, was the preacher
and he spoke on the theme “Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness”, relating it to the

. everyday life of the server,

The provost expressed the hope that the Guild would make an annual visit to the

cathedral to sing the office and much interest was aroused among servers who previously . -

had not had any contact with the Guild.
The chapters continue to mect regularly and the cver-increasing number of younger
servers coming into the Guild is an encouraging sign.

WITH THE GSS AT HOCKLEY

The Essex church at Hockley, dedicated to Saint Peter and Saint Paul, possesses a
curiously shaped 14th century tower, At its base it is square with solid buttresses placed
at its corners, but half-way upward they terminate and the angles of the tower are cut back,
thus forming an irregular octagon. . :

Some windows in the tower atc now filled, and where the tracety has not broken.
away, its formation is such as to be of an almost ponderous natute.  Its stone battlements,
behind which arises a tiny spire, scarcely ascends beyond the roof of the 12th century
nave and is dwarfed by the surrounding elm trees,  Yet its compelling boldness, arising
from its almost crude construction, seems to hold a “magical spell” echoing down to long
forgotten ages. .

Over the ‘square head’ of the west door is an ogee tracery design in stonework.
Above this is a ‘blind’ window in which is 2 roughly made crucifix, also of stone,

It was at this ancient rural church that I with other servers from All Saints,Chelms-
ford, was privileged to be present at the 21st anniversary festival of the Church Union and
Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary in August, . :

Robed servers and clergy, representing many parishes, attended and Father Tatham,
rector of Stock, gave the address, After vespers of the B V M had been sung, we pro-
cessed through the crowded candle-lit nave into the churchyard—crucifer, acolytes—the
diversities in shades of cassocks—thc length of finely laced cottas—the thurifer and
diminutive boat boy—the cletgy in copes and bircttas—all being recorded on film by those
outside with cameras, - .

To the refrain “Hail Mary” we re-entered the church, passing under a candle flanked
mediaeval rood, for Benediction conducted by the rector, the Reverent B Morgan—a
most fitting and worthy conclusion to worship consistent with the ancient Catholic
tradition of the church, ~ A holy service which, within such venerable walls, was a source

of inspiration to all, — A M,
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At the Whit-Monday annual mass this year in preparation for the golden jubilee 2
complete set of officiants’ and cantors’ copes wete blessed and used for the first time,
The money for these magnaificent vestments was raised by the brethren of the chapter
during the last two years. A further gift to the chapter is 8 handsomne thurible which has
been given in memory of one of our oldest and most vatued brothers, Albert Gosling,
who was for many years a member of the Guild choir and a server and choirman at All
Saints, Benbhillton, Sutton.

THE EPIPHANY, WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND

Thirteen servers at S Laurence, Wanganui, are attached to this chapter, and the
senior server, Peter Alderton, 15 Argyle Street, Wanganui, would be pleased to hear of
any server who would like to correspond with any of his servers.

S CENNYDD, SWANSEA

During the spring and summer months the chapter continued its usual practice
of going further afictd than is customary in the winter months, and in April we visited
the lovely chutch of All Saints, Oystermouth, a church of ancient foundation situated at
the western extremity of Swansea Bay, In May we visied a different type of church, a
fine modern dual-puropose church on a new housing estate, S Teilo-on-the-Clase, Morris-
ton, Our June meeting was held, for the first time, at the church of § Nicholas-on-the-
HMill, Townbhill, a beautiful modern church built since the war and situated on the top of 2
hill overlooking Swansea Bay, We recommenced after the holidays with another visit, in
September, to the ancient church of S Tltyd at Oxwich in the Gower Peninsula, delightfully
situated at the edge of the sea in Oxwich Bay. We arc very grateful to the Rev Frs JE C
Hughes {Oystermouth), A G Howells (Motriston), E G Morgan (Townhill) and W T
Phillips (Oxwich) for inviting us to their churches and for their very helpful addresses
which were much appreciated. We arce also very grateful to them for their generous
hospitality afterwards, This chapter is very fortunate in having in its area a wide variety
of parishes, including town, industrial, housing estates and country parishes, whose
churches range from ancient Norman to modern dual-purpose, so that our members are

brought into contact with many aspects of the work of the church in the district,

We record with sorrow the death at the early age of 13 of one of our youngest members,
Brother Clive Lynn, He was a scrver at Christchurch, Swansea, faithful and devoted in
the service of his Master and a keen member of the chapter. May he rest in peace.

S OSYTH, AYLESBURY & DISTRICT

The chapter’s 35th annual festival was held on Saturday, October 27th, at S John
the Evangelist, Aylesbury, with the chaplain, Fr P Edwards, officiating. The chapter
was very pleased to welcome the Warden, Fr Fox, who had accepted the invitation to
preach and who also dedicated the new chapter cope prior to the singing of the office,
Some 35 priests and servers took part in the office and the organ was played by the Guild
organist, Fr Treadwell, Tea was served afterwards in the school hall and was organised
by the chaplain’s wife, A total of over 100 persons were at the function,

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23rd 1963 at 8,15 pm, Golden Jubilec celebrations
commence for the chapter of S EDWARD KING & CONFESSOR with a solemn
Guild Office and Procession at the Church of § Barnabas, Temple Road, Epsom.
Preacher—the Right Reverend E Newnham Davis, Assistant Bishop of London,
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S HUGH AND ALL SAINTS, HIGH WYCOMBE

The golden jubilee festival was held at All Saints, High Wycombe, on 20th October
and proved to be a2 most memorable occasion, It was a great joy to hold the festival in
the parish church where the chapter was founded and to sing the office in that church once
again after a lapse of 37 years, During the procession to the church from the Oakley .
Hall the litany was sung, We were honoured by the presence of Bishop Hay especially
so becausc of his infirmity which unfortunatcly prevented him from jeining the procession.
The Guild officc was solemnly sung, the chaplain, Father C J] M Mitchell, officiating.
Bishop Hay presided at the throne assisted by Fathers Hutchinson and Hazelhurst as
deacons of hoaour and Father Parsons as assistant pricst. It was with great pleasure that
wé welcomed the Warden, Father Fox, and for his inspiring address he took the text
“Fear the Lord and serve Him” from the book of Deuteronomy. During procession
the hymns “God the fount of all creation” and “Rise up O men of God” were sung.

There wias a good attendance of priests and brothers from other chapters and also
officers of the Guild Brothers Edden, Hare and Ingram. It must be mentioned that two
founder members of the chapter were present, Brothers A Milner and A Mead, Tea
was served afterwards in the Oakley Hall, during which the original minute books werc
on display. To complete the procecdings Bro Edden expounded the great need for mote
support for COF and it is pleasing to report that the collection taken during the scrvice
for the fund was double that of previous years, :

Prior to this, at noon high mass, votive of All Saints, was sung at $ Mary and S George
Sands, the chaplain célebrating with Father Hazelhurst and Father Lancashire as deacon
and sub-deacon.  After 2 lapse of scveral years when no mass has been sung as part of the
festival, duc to the difficulty of many brethren being unable to attend, it provided an extra
biessing on the celebrations, and it is hoped to continue the practice in the future,

THE SACRED HEART & § HILARY, MIDDLESBOROUGH
On Saturday, 20th October 1962 the office was sung at the church of S Chad, Middles-
borough, with Father C P Horton, the chaplain, and Father R N Morton, vicar of Chad
at the organ, i .
A very good congregation was present to say good-bye to Father Morton at his last
chapter meeting before leaving to become vicar of Bramley, Guildford, -~ .
-Three servers of S8 Chad’s, H A McCrcadie, Alan Cooper and Peter Henderson,
reccived medals and three othets, Michael Blain, Derek Perrett and Peter- Coney, werc
admitted as probationers, Brother David Cloney, of S Matthew’s, Grangetown, also
received his medal, ‘ '
When-Father Morton came to $ Chad’s in 1958 he found only a small band of setvets,
to whom the Guild was unknown, He appointed W R Thompson as his head server
and following each confirmation Father Morton, after diligent teaching of the catholic
faith, handed over to Bro Thompson for trainingas servers all likely men and boys,
Now 3 Chad’s has 28 active enthusiastic servers ranging in age from 14 to 55 and 23 of
them are members of G § S. o
Father Morton encouraged the servers to give a thankoffering after each serving
and a cheque for £5 16s. 9d., is their donation to the Guild’s Ordination Fund. .
The assistant priest, Father G C Darvill, took a party of cight servers to the House of
the Sacred Mission at Kelham, where they joined in the community life for a long week-
end, and Father Morton conducted a retreat at the Convent of the Holy Rood for several
of the young servers, ) .
The chapter and the church of § Chad will be much the poorer with Father Morton’s
move but we thank him for his enthusiasm and untiring cfforts to further the work of the
Guild and we all wish him a happy and fruitful ministry in the Guildford diocese,

) S EDWARD THE CONFESSOR, MID-SURREY

Plans are well in hand for the celebration of the golden jubilec of the founding of
the chapter during 1963, The year commences with a solemn Guild office at § Barnabas,
Epsom, on January 23td at 8.15, for it was at this church on the same date in 1913 that
the Guild Office was sung for the first time in- the newly formed chapter. The preacher
on this occasion will be the Right Reverend E Newnham Davis, Assistant Bishop of
London. Three solemn masses have been arranged, one of which is the customary high
mass on Whit-Monday, and towards the cnd of the year a mass of requicm has been
arranged for departed priests-associate and brethren of the chaptet, Plans are also in
hand for a dinner dance some time during the summer at which we hope we shall be
able to entertain some of the Guild officials.
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FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S DESK

A REPORT of the autumn festival appears elsewhere in this issue, but I
feel that I must add some comments especially as it was the result of an
invitation made by the Lord Bishop of Coventry when he made his annual
visitation of the Coventry Chapter three yeats ago.

Naturally locally we had approached the event with some apprchension. When
it was found not possible to have the mass in the Cathedral we werce indebted to the vicar
of Holy Trinity for allowing us the use of his large church, All those present at that
mass will not require any comments from me beyond that it followed our usual practice
in its entirety. Every seat was occupied before noon and many had to stand in rows of
cight and even tens at the west end for the whole of the service. All those who have
written concerning the festival say that the mass was the most spiritual and inspiring
experience they had witnessed in the provinces,  We are extremely grateful for the help
received from all dircctions.

On the question of tickets for the office in the Cathedral much time was needed to
ensure that every chapter had an equal allocation in propottion to its actual membership.
Unfortunately many chapters did not appreciate .this aspect when the notice was issud
resulting in every application being pruned no less than four times. Some have protested
that many ticket holders were women but one has to remember that many members’
wives make great sacrifices to help their server hushands and they also helped to make the
transport possible, Some present travelled two hundred miles thus showing their
appreciation of the festival.

Toe Bishop®s address gave all plenty to ponder over before they left the city and its
new cathedral and for those who found the accoustics deadening his words will be found
elsewhere in this issue.

. To all who have written with thanks for our efforts to make the festival an act of
wotship in its fullness I must say a very sincere “Thank you”. I'was privileged may years
ago to organise the first Provingial Chapter Festival in the Midlands when high mass was
sung in the collegiate church of S Michael, Coventry (latet to be the first Cathedral of the
revived see) when full catholic ceremonial was used and a deeply inspiring sermon from
Fr G I Rosenthal, of Birmingham, enabled many to share in a venture then new to the
Midlands. This year of grace—1962—brings that festival vividly to mind and I wonder
if we have progressed so very much since then,  During recent months there have been
arranged in Coventry’s new Cathedral ballet dancing and plays at the entrance to both he
Cathedral and its Chapel of Unity, and it can be asked if the Cg S § had not a better offering
to make by its use of full catholic ceremonial and worship,

With the approaching end of Anno Domini 1962 may 1 appeal to every membet to
ensure that his chapter officers have rendered their Annual Returns. There are still a few
who forget that these ate really due at Easter and this means this year not next, Do help
to keep the business of the Guild running smoothly and so ensure that the Guild is not
hampered through such delays,

With the next great festival of Holy Church—the Nativity of Our Lotd—so neat, as

you read these words may I wish you all a verfr happy and Holy Christmass as the Christ
Child brings His message of peace and goodwill,

The Guild’s deepest symipatly goes to our Secretary-General and bis family int ihe sudden death
of Mrs Cheancy.  May she rest in peace,
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Do you want CHARCOAL that lights instantly
at the touch of a match or taper? — yet remains
alight the whole service through.

Yes! Then try our new

“« INSTANT GLOW *
CHARCOAL SQUARES

5/-d. per box of 48 squares, post 2/-

9/6d. per box of 100 squares, post 2/6
We can now offer you
“INSTANT GLOW?” Charcoal Rings

4/- per box of 30 large rings, post 1/9

(unless sent with other goods)

The ideal CHARCOAL for G.S.S. Offices, street

processions, or whenever speed is essential.

SAMPLES SENT ON REQUEST

Have you tried the Seven Day Candle
in place of Sanctuary oil ? |
- Particulars on application .

C. BRITTON & SON

53, ROBERT STREET,
REGENT'S PARK, NWI1.

St




MOWBRAYS |
CHURCH SHOPS

*

Devotional Books
Servers’ Manuals
Cassocks and Surplices {
Albs and Cottas

Sanctuary Requisites

Candles

Incense and Charcoal ,

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION {

K
LONDON - - - 28 MARGARET STREET, W.1
OXFORD - - 35 PEMBROKE STREET, ST. ALDATE’S
CAMBRIDGE - - - 14 KING’s PARADE
LEEDS - - - - 5 ALBION PLACE
BIRMINGHAM - - - Tue BuLL RiNg, 5
MANCHESTER - - - 44 BRAZENNOSE STREET

LUFFS, PRINTERS, SLOUGH




