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EDITORIAL

PARADOX—A person or thing conflicting with preconceived notions of ihe
reasonable—so is the dictionary definition. One and a half million pounds
spent on building a cathedral in a world of refugees and famine. A zealous
monk preaching to thousands, yet unrecognised by authority and leaving
nothing tangible. More priests wanted yet groups of clergy ministering
"in one place. In this issue such matters are included and it is hoped will
cause all to think over the questions raised.

The Guild’s present Secretary-General and his revered predecessor are
both connected with cathedral cities—Coventry and Guildford. It would
seem appropriate therefore when the imagination has been caught by the
enthusiasm springing from the rebuilding of Coventry that one should at
the same time reflect on the achievements of Guildford ; the two great
new completed cathedrals of this century (not forgetting also that of Liver-
peol which is still abuilding). The Guild is honoured by the Bishop of
Coventry in his invitation to sponsor the national festival for servers on
October 6th and it is hoped that as many as possible will join with thelr
- brethren on that day in the cathedral.

Not to be an cnthusmst may be a sound motive yet our Lord chose a
zealot in his selected twelve. Ignatins of Llanthony was such and by his
faith and zeal inspired many with his love of God. “Jesus Only” was
his watchword, which enabled him to overcome many difficulties, build a
great church in a remote valley in Wales, and keep a monastery going for
_ forty years, but—though thousands flocked to hear him few remained ;
he was a monk—not under discipline ; of his abbey—the church in ruins,
his grave desolate. A failure, yet his example enabled others to build on
surer foundations and monks are now an integral part of our church.
Hundreds still make their pilgrimage to the Welsh Valley.

The work of a cathedral chapter is manifold. The daily round of
worship continuing throughout the ages—the leadership in study—all
contribute to the life of the church.

To the world these are paradoxes.. To the Christian there is but one
answer—All are to the greater glory of God.

As a footnote the honour bestowed by the General Council on Brother
W G Hare of a Grand Councillorship in recognition of his many years as
secretary of this magazine is well deserved, and he is to be congratulated
for his great help and devoted service.
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THE Bisnor’s Housk,
COVENTRY.

As Bishop, I have much pleasure in welcoming to this
diocese servers who will be coming to the festival of the Guild
of Servants of the Sanctuary, to be held in Coventry cathedral
on Saturday, October 6th.

I hope so much that you will enjoy your visit and find
great inspiration, comfort and encouragement in all that you
sce and hear. Furthermore, I hope that the cathedral will make
a deep impression on you.

I am delighted to know that you are coming and can assure
you that arrangements are being made to welcome you to ensure q
that your visit is thoroughly enjoyable and spiritually uplifting.

Yours sincerely,

CUTHBERT COVENTRY,

WHY DOES
COVENTRY NEED
A CATHEDRAL !

XN 4
| AS 1 EE )
" by the Revd Simon Piters | II!I‘]!}E

; e

Industrial Chaplain to the Diocese of Coveniry

AR “a - i CTy e N

MONTH BY MONTH we have been watching the new Coventry cathedral
grow. It is a marvellous building—and not least because it speaks of the

power and compassion of God which are the inspiration behind the work

we are trying to do, and because it constantly reminds us that that work is <
God’s work, not ours.

But the cathedral is not merely a building : for those of us who are Coventry cathedral
—the men and women on the electoral toll, the young people in the youth groups, the six
clergy and three laymen on the staff—it is primarily a base for operations. Morcover
it is a base from which operations are already well under way, For 18 years thers was
nothing but a crypt under the ruins, for the last three only the basement of the new build- i
. ing ; but from these, as a base, the work has been going on.
‘ By good fortune, this basc for operations is very strategically placed. It is bang in
the middle of what makes Coventry tick, Only the width of a mediaeval lane away is
the Council House, seat of the local authority ; across what was the old churchyard is
the ever-growing Lanchester College of Advanced Technology ; and the square iscompleted
. by the bus starion and the shopping centre. The occupants of this cathedral close are |
local government, technical education and research, transport and commerce—a far cry
from Trollope! But this is the world in which Christianity today must swim or sink.
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The difficuities are enormous, With a severe shortage of manpower, the wotk of
the parish clergy is stretched beyond imagination as the populatien grows, How, then
are the clergy to lead the church in its engagement with the power-points of the com-
munity? A cathedral can be the answer. Here is 2 base which provides a living for a
handfu! of clergy and laymen who are free of parish responsibilities—and free, therefore,
to launch out into the currents of contemporary life : education, local aHairs, industry,
commerce, probation work, the arts, That is what Coventry cathedral means to uvs,
Secular concern ] '

Good luck or divine providence, whichever you like to call it, has helped. Tt is,
for instance, exceptional for 2 whole cathedral staﬂy of six parsons to be picked by their
bishop as a team all at once, but this is what our bishop, Cuthbert Bardsley, was able to
do.{We even arrived all on the same day.) An equally exceptional act of self-effacement
made this possible, Provost Howard was the master mind behind the cathedral’s recon-
struction, his was the inspiration, the dogged insistence that pressed the plan through; -
and since he is young for his considerable age he could easily have remained in the saddle
until the consecration, But he resigned in time to give those who have to run the new
cathedral three precious yeats to think out and start up the work of the future,

In that work, our-chief concern is not ecclesiastical but secular. We believe it is
the church’s task to stand within the secular concerns of ordinary men and women, and
with them to think out the deepest implications of these concerns. We believe that
Christian thought and Christian action enable coplc to say of their daily tasks: “This
is the real issue, Here is the hub of the probr It is not a matter of shouting the
gospel over the fence from outside, but of dtscovcting it together from within.

‘Oasis of sanity’ :

. This is the thmkmg that lies behind what we are trying to do. As a result, we are
learning many things and making many friends, and some who would rightly discount
much of the church’s traditional activity as irrelevant are taking a new lock at the church.
“The cathedral will be an oasis of sanity in a troubled world, where men and womencan
come for the best things in life” : that is how one trade union official described it, We
ourselves are acutely conscious that the work has only just begun and that it is difficult
and full of pitfalls. But we draw courage from the fact that ours is not an isolated op- -
portunity, In the general life of the church there seem to be certain key points where
things come to the surface and ate worked out so as to catch on elsewhere and set a general
pattern. Industrial missions in.Sheffield and Detroit, worker priests, the Mission de
Paris, St Severin in France; the house church at Halton the Taize community, Iona,
Parlshﬁcld William Tcmplc College, the Kenya Christian Frontier Council—all over the
waorld thcre are ventures in the church’s life which seem to spring from common con-
victions in Christian thinking. All seem bent on making effective contact with the world.
as it is and as it will be rather than with the world as ir was. Covcntry cathedral is simply
the latest of such ventures.

But this challenge is only a part of-our work; a Cathedral is zlso the mother church
of a diocese, and must help and co-operate with all the parishes in her diocese. The
parish clcrgy are charged with a ministry in the home to the people whom the cathedral
staff may meet in factoties, department stores, the local council, the probation office, the
marriage guidance council, the schools, We have the chance and the duty to learn about
the professional issues with which the people of Coventry are concerned, and which
often condition their lives: and it is part of our task toshare what we learn with the parish
clergy who minister to them at home. Recently, for example, we arranged for 40 of the
city clergy to attend a day’s course of four lectures by men from various levels in industry,
laid on in one of the local factories, and we hope it was just the first of a series.

The cathedral should also help the parishes in the sphere of the liturgy—the whole
tange of what goes on at worship in church as a relevant reflection of what goes on in the
world, Bveryone knows that church services need overhauling. Here the cathedral
has an opportunity to experiment. Without departing from the traditional wording of
the holy communion service, we shall try to bring out more cleatly than is usual its true
significance. Evensong will present the superb heritage and contemporary vitality of
English church music. In the early evening a people’s service will be held, an altogether
less formal affair, to which the preacher will come for two successive wecks, so that on his
second visit he may answer questions raised as a result of his sermon the week before,

Recently I stood beside Basil Spence as he looked for the first time through the glass
scteen at the illuminated interior of his cathedral. We stood in silence, and then he said :
“It’s just like thc madel.” What he had aimed at had come off. 1t is our prayer that we
shall be able to look at the work we do and, for the same reason, be able to say the same -
thing. —Reprmted from *“The Sunday Times” by kind permission,
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COVENTRY
CATHEDRAL

by C Parrick Tavior

ON THE NIGHT OF NOVEMBER 14th 1940 the city of Coventry was
subjected to the longest and severest airraid ever suffered by any DBritish
city during the second world war. Amongst the many buildings destroyed
was the fine perpendicular cathedral church of § Michael. The massive
timber roof was set alight by incendiary bombs, and its collapse, together
with the intense heat of the fire, brought down the nave pillars and the
clerestory walls, above them, so completely desttoying the interior. The
tower and spire alone survived.

Although the cathedral was now in a ruined state, it was decided that it must still be

used for services ; after all it was the mother church of the diocese, The centre aisle was,

‘therefore, cleared of debris, and a stone altar was built in the sanctuary. Above this was

placed a cross made up from charred roof timbers, and superimposed on this was a smaller

cross of mails welded together and silvered, These nails held the roof together, The

holy eucharist is celebrated at this altar at Easter and Whitsun and other church festivals,
and it is most likely that this will be continued.

, Soon after the end of hostilities, Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, architect of Liverpool
(Anglican) cathedral, was invited to prepare a design for the rebuilding of the cathedral.
His proposals were for a massive reinforced concrete structure to be built within the
existing ruins, together with new transepts of an elaborate Gothic design, The interior
had a heavy, almost hangar-like appearance, with was quite inconsistent with the perpendi-
cular architecture of the outer walls.  The new transepts did not fit in at all on the existing
structure, and completely destroyed its architectural unity, ‘The Cathedral Reconstruction
Committee were not at all happy with this design, and sought the advice of the Royal
Fine Arts Commission, which rejected it ourtright. 1t was finally decided to abandon
this,scheme,

In the meanwhile, the remaining rubble was cleared from the cathedral tuins, and the
interior was laid out with grass and gravelled pathways in the aisles.

In 1950, a competition for the design of the new cathedral was launched under the
supervision of threc assessors appointed by the President of the Royal Institute of British
Architects, This was open to zll architects who were British subjects, Commonwealth
citizens or citizens of Eire, The following yeat, it was announced that the competition
had been won by Mr (now Sit) Basil Spence. In their report, the assessors said: “In
selecting the design, we not only feel that it is the best design submitted but that it is the
one that shows the author has qualities of spirit and imagination of the highest order.”

On the 6th May 1954 the Minister of Works granted a licence for rebuilding, In
granting this, he said: “The cathedral is not a building which concerns Coventry and
Coventry alone. The echo of the bombs which destroyed your city was heard round the
world. "We cannot tell how many people are waiting in this country and abroad for this
church to rise and prove that English traditions live again after the blitz. The threat of
far worse destruction is with us teday, demoralising and corrupting our thoughts, We
have never had a greater need for acts of faith,”
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* Work on clearing the site started on June 8th, and on March 7th 1955 work.on-laying
the foundations was started. This involved the excavation and removal of thousands
of tons of soil for the underparts of the cathedral and the sinking of well over 600 piles ;
each of these goes down to a depth of 20 to 30 feet and carry a load of 50 tons above it.

The foundation stone was laid by H M Queen Elizabeth Il on March 23rd 1956 ;
the service was attended by over 3,000 people assembled on the floor of the new- cathedral,
The Archbishop of Canterbury blessed the stone, and the Lord Bishop of Coventry gave
the address. Radio and television conveyed this impressive service to the whole of

Britain and the Commonwealth,

Work proceeded steadily on building the new cathedral and was completed on April
30th of this year by placing of the cross on top of the bronze fleche. Both the fleche and
the cross were hoisted into position on the cathedral roof by means of an R A F helicoptet,
a task that required great skill, : .

In setting out conditions ‘of the competition for a suitable design, it was felt that the
ruins of the old cathedral, togethier with the undamaged spire, should be retained, and that
either the new ‘cathedral should be built into them, ot adjoining them, In the winning
design, Sir Basil- Spence has placed the new cathedral at right angles to the old one lying
on a sloping site to the north east, treating the ruins as an open air vestibule and a memorial
shrine. Countless people who visit the ruins year by year find in them a powerful religious
significance—the wickedness of man’s greed and inhumanity to man and God’s forgiveness
of man’s sin, :

The new cathedral is linked to the old one by means of a large colonnaded porch which
can be entered from the ruins down a broad flight of steps.

The plan of the new cathedral is a modern development of a typical mediaeval cathedral
plan ; ie,, high altar at or near the liturgical east end (north in this case) with choir and
chancel immediately in front, then the nave. The lady chapel is situated behind the

‘sanctuary. At the same time, the interior has been so arranged that the congregation has-
2 completely uninterrupted view of the high altar, Everyone can feel that they are taking
a full part in the offering of the holy eucharist,

The new cathedral is built in Hollington stone, the same pink-coloured stone with
which the old cathedral was built. The side walls of the new cathedral, instead ofbeing
straight with buttresses and windows between'the buttresses, as in the old cathedral, are
of a saw-toothed formation, Each wall consists of a seties of five staggered cliff-like piers
with stone mullioned windows between them., These rise to the full height of the cathedral
and are so arranged that daylight is directed on to the high altar ; the windows themselves
are invisible to the worshipper as he enters the nave but come into view as he progresses
up the nave towards the sanctuary. In addition to directing light on to the sanctuary, the
“saw-tooth” wall formation has a further aesthetic function—that ‘of punctuating the
skyline of the apparently flat roof. In a mediaeval cathedral, this punctuation would be
achieved by means of buttresses surmounted by pinnacles. Since the new cathedral’s
toof is of reinforced concrete beam and slab construction instead of stone vaulting ot
timber trusses, both of which exett a tremendous thrust on the side walls, buttresses
and pinnacles are unnecessary as the concrete roof exerts no lateral thrust, The tops of
the solid portions of the walls rise a few feet above roof-level, sloping down towards the
“east end” ; this fulfils the aesthetic functicn of pinnacles.

The 8 Michael's potch, linking the old cathedral to the new one is a large open portico,
the design of which was inspired by the great open porch of Albi Cathedral, France, The
S Michael's porch consists of a series of eight massive stone pillars supporting a vaulted
concrete rocf, In addition to entry from the old cathedral, the porch can be entered by
means of a great flight of steps tising from Priory Street which lies to the east of both the
old and new cathedrals. There is also entry to the porch from Priory Row which lies
along the north side of the old cathedral, Beneath the porch roof are suspended two
massive crosses, each 21 ft. by 14 ft. made from oak, which came from Tile Hill, Coventry.
These crosses were made and presented to the cathedral by the Awson Motor Catriage
Company of Nuneaton, Betrween the porch and the immense curved baptistry window
is a magnificent bronze sculpture by Sir Jacob Epstein—this depicts S Michael triumphing
over Satan, . - '

The “west wall” of the cathedral, facing into the porch, is a vast bronze-framed win-
dow, containing plate glass paneis, on to which have been etched the figures of saints
and angels, These were designed and executed by the artist, John Hutton, Swing doors
at the base of the window give access into the cathedral.
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Situated to the west side of the nave and near the main entrance is the chapel of unity,
This is star-shaped in plan, and its exterior is reminiscent to the shape of a crusader’s tent,
The chapel, symbolising the unity of Christendom, will be administered by a joint council
of Anglicans and Free Churchmen with the bishop as chairman ; the chapel was handed over
to this council at a special service on June 12th.  Although the chapel of unity will legally
be a separate building, it is an integral part of the cathedral design, and is entered only grom
within the cathedral, the only physical division between the chapel and the nave being a
light metal grille, Five of the chapel's stained-glass windows and marble mosaic floor
were designed by the Swedish artist, Einar Forseth, and were given by the Swedish church,
The mosaic fioor consisting of 100,000 fragments of marble has as its central emblem, the
dove of the holy spirit, and from this, radiate segments containing figures of the four evan-
gelists. The chapel will be used for services by all denominations,

Lying to the east of the sanctuary is the cylindrical guild chapel, replacing the numerous
guild chapels in the old cathedral. This chapel contains the arms of the various ancient
trade guilds of Coventry and of the diocese, and it is hoped eventually to fill the windows
with mediaeval stained glass which was removed from the apse and clerestory of the
old cathedral.

The interior of the cathedral nave and sanctuary is one of great dignity, light and
spaciousness ; the length is 270 feet, The nave can comfortably accommodate 1,350
people, with 'a maximum capacity of 2,000,

Dominating the sanctuary is the high altar built in stone and concrete. The altar
slab, 21 feet Jong is of concrete which has been brush-hammered so as to expose the fine
stone aggregate. This textured finish is extremely beautiful,

Behind the sanctuary and lady chapel is an immense tapestry which dominates the'
whole of the cathedral interior. Designed by Graham Southerland, and measuring 70 ft,
by 39 ft., this tapestry depicts Christ in glory with man at his feet, Beside the central
panel are four smaller panels, depicting the beasts mentioned in Revelation—a lion, calf,
flying eagle and a beast with the face of a man. This tapestry is the largest of its kind in
the world and is hand-woven ; because there was no loom big enough to weave the
tapestry in this country, the work had to be carried out by a French firm of weavetrs, Pinton
Freres at the village of Felletin, near Aubusson, Central France. To presetve it from
damage by moth, the entire tapestry has been chemically treared.

" The nave ceiling takes the form of a vast canopy of slender reinforced concrete ribs
with infill panels of cedar slats .... it has a faceted appearance and is not unlike a mediaeval
fan tracery. The canopy, which stretches over the chancel and nave, is supported on two
rows of seven extremely slender columns, cruciform in section, and splaying out towards
the roof, These columns also relieve the great width of the nave and form procession
side aisles 18 feet wide, The canopy is no mere decorative feature ; it was designed to
regulate the acoustics, so that these should be as near perfect as possible. 1t also contains
the main lighting system for the nave,

The inside wall areas have been plastered and painted white, in order to make the
interior as light as possible, and to contrast with the colour of the tapestry and stained
glass. In the angles formed by the staggered solid areas of the side walls and the windows
are a serics of “‘hallowing places” which, together with the guild chapel, replace the guild
chapels of the old cathedral. Bach of these “hallowing places” represents the hallowing
of some activity or aspect of our daily life through the worship of God and the offering of
that part of our life in the holy eucharist. A carved mural illustrates the theme of each
hallowing place, together with a scriptural text.  One of these places has as its text:
“Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood hath eternal life,” togethar with the
symbols of a loaf and a chalice. .

An important feature of the cathedral interior is the use of stained glass in the windows,
It is of extreme brilliance, and of very rich colouring, and is somewhat similar to the
mediacval glass in Canterbury and Chartres cathedrals. The windows have been so
arranged to form a sequence, Moving from the main enttance towards the sanctuary,
the first pair on either side are composed in tones of green and yellow, portraying youth ;
the next are pink and red portraying adolescence and the age of passion; the next, the age
of experience, being multi-coloured ; then the age of wisdom which is in deep blue and

urple ; finally the windows nearest the altar are of golden glass, representing the After-
Efc and unity with God. “As in life, the colour of the windows is revealed only as you
reach each stage—the past is known, the future is not. Only when the altar is reached, the
whole range of colour is seen for the first time . . . . (Sir Basil Spence). The stained
glass was designed and made at the Royal College of Art, London, by Mr Lawrence Lee,
with the assistance of Mt Geoffrey Clarke and Keith New,
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The font takes the form of a huge granite boulder, brought from the hillside outside
Bethlehem, where, it is believed, the shepherds were at the time of Christ’s birth. A
small hollow has been scooped out of the boulder for the water, and apart from this and a
few early Christian symbols carved into its surface, the font will remain in its primeval
* sifnplicity of form. Behind it rises the immense curved baptistry window, containingover
190 panels of brilliant stained glass, designed by John Piper, :

The choir and clergy stalls, together with the bishop’s throne, are of an elaborate
design in various Commonwealth timbers, An interesting feature of these stalls is the
specially designed light fittings which surmount them. These have the appearance of
thorns, symbolising the agony of Christ’s’'passion. On each side of the chancel rise the
gleaming pipes of the immense organ, which is notable for its brilliance and clarity of
tone, The nave seating is in chairs of a silvery-grey coloured timber; it was felt that these
would be more suitable than the traditional pews, as the latter would tend to detract from
the character of the cathedral’s interior,” .

The flooring is of polished Kellymount matrble, the design of this being of a very
simple nature, The main decorative feature of the floor occurs at the front of the great
“west” window, This takes the form of a large bronze maple leaf, a Canadian symbol,
which commemorates a gift of $11,000 from the Canadian College of Organists towatds
the cost of the organ, Just below this maple leaf is set in 3 ft, high golden letters this
geg:g:z:’:‘To the glory of God this cathedral burnt November 14, o b 1940 is now rebuilt

AUTUMN FESTIVAL
OCTOBER .6th 1962

COVENTRY '

SOLEMN EUCHARIST _
will 'be sung in the church of the HorLy Trmrry, BROADGATE,
CovenTRY, at 12 noon, by kind permission of the vicar, the Reverend
Canon G W Clitheroe, & D,

THE GUILD QFFICE :
will be sung at 3.0 pm in THE CATHEDRAL. Preacher: The Lord
Bishop of the diocese, the Rt Reverend C K N Bardsley, CBE, MA DD.

FULL - DETAILS will be circulated together with any special instructions necessary
for entering the cathedral. A list of catering establishments with details of facilities
available will be given. All parties must make their own arrangements direct with the
various managements as the work involved is much too great to be handled by the
Secretary-General, T : :

Chapters should not trouble the cathedral authorities about reservation seating as
this matter will be handled by the Secretary-General once the full capacity, etc., is known
nearer the date, -

PARKING ARRANGEMENTS, There is ample parking accommodation for both
cars and coaches in the City’s official car parks, most of which are quite close to the city
centre and cathedral. :

SPECIAL NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

For many this issue completes your annual subsctiption.  If you subscribe
direct please send the blue renewal form enclosed with remittance at once to
Mz W G Hang, 27 ELtHORNE Roap, Uxerince, Mippx, This will save sending
further form and postage.

Those who subscribe through their chapter magazine sccretary should settle
with him as soon as possible. Bro Hare extends his thanks to those chapters
who have bulk ordets and on sale or return otders for the prompt payment
. of accounts,

The magazine circulates in many patts of the world. The St Vincent Bulletin
in US A has been responsible for the increase in that country,

It is hoped every reader will maintain his subscription and endeavour to secute
new subscribers and increase our circulation beyond the present 1,900,

All queries regarding distribution should be sent to Bro G RevEer, 21 MANOR
Way, Uxsripee, Miopx, Phone Uxbridge 37901,

9




The first
tion since

It on a new foundati

Consccrated on 17 May 1961.
ui

The west end of Guildford Cathedral.
lican cathedral in the south of England to be b

Ang

the Middle Ages




THE CHANGED CATHEDRALS

by the Revd Canon R A Epwarps, Vice Dean of Norwich

THE CATHEDRALS moved into the 20th century. almost as though
nothing had happened since the reign of Queen Anne, for the great religious
movements ,0f the previous century left them very much where they had
been. This atmosphere of the old world, which is to be found in the
Barchester novels, lasted for so long largely because the appointment.of
the bishops and the membets of the chapter was either political or-due
to family connections, and because bishops, deans and canons often held
also parochial or university appointments. In such circumstances it was
hardly to be expected that there could be much life in the cathedrals, and
the ‘image’ of a cathedral that reached the modern world was of a land of
somnolent content, where deans and canons were aged and infirm, or
were absentees in London, in Oxfotd or Cambridge, or in one of their
parsonages, while the close society walked serenely to Sunday mattins and
gossiped happily at tea parties or over a rubber of whist in the evenings.

But it is not always appreciated that the ‘image’, however lamentably true, was not
really of the cathedral, but of the dean and chapter and of the close. In the backgreund
thete was the cathedral, not in hopeless distepair though-still sadly marked by the depre-
dations of Henry VIII and the Puritans, and day after.day the-organist was in his place
and the highly trained choir was singing to the everlasting glory of God. The opus Dei,
the thing for which the cathedrals had been built, continued, so that it was thete ready and
waiting for the time when at last the tide of new life that was sweeping through the church
would stir the chapters into activity. o

That the cathedrals were huilt to the glory of God with the rendering of the divine
office, the opus Dei, as their primary function needs to be stressed, for in the utilitarian
atmosphere of our time people are apt to laok at the cathedrals demanding that they shail
be obviously ‘useful’, They are asked to take a position of leadership in almost every idea
that is current in the thought of the age, In industrial relations, in education, in the reunion
of the churches; in international affairs, It must be firmly said that, however valuable
might be the contribution made by individual members of cathedral chapters in these
wide and varied fields, the cathedrals were built partly so that as great churches they might
assert the splendour of God, and above all so that they might be places where through the
centuries day after day the worship of the church might be faithfully and perfectly under:
taken. . ot . .

This uncertainty about the function of the cathedrals, this demand that their chapters
should be composed of men equipped to deal with the world’s problems, comes unfot-
runately at a time when the teal Yife of the cathedrals is probably more. apparent than
has been for many generations, To give the most obvious example, the development of
modern transport has made it possible for the cathedrals to discharge their function
as the mother church of the diocese to 2 degree that has never been the case before, and
they are filled time and time again with congregations representing all manner of the
church’s societies. In addition great services take place for an astonishing variety of
national organisations, all feeling that the cathedral is the place to which they should
come as part of their dedication to their work, and all looking to the chapters for a welcome
and help. These are things that modern transport has made possible, and the cathedrals
are eagerly accepting the responsibility. Again, it is modern transport that brings the
vast stream of visitors that during the summer months, and indeed at other times also,
now flows through the cathedrals where they are welcomed by the chapters and by parish
priests who gladly come to their assistance. In most, if not in all, of the cathedrals the
old and horrid imposition of a charge for admission to parts of the building has beén
abolished and the visitors wander freely at their will, and most of them are conscious of
the cathedral’s meaning and are cager to talk to the clergy.

In spite of financial problems that are sometimes very great the effort to make the
worship and the spiritual life of the cathedrals worthy of the loveliness of the building and
a fitting statement of the majesty of God is very marked, indeed more marked in our own
time than perhaps for many generations. An unwonted beauty seems to have been
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recoveted, for, the difficultics notwithstanding, the modern choirs could probably match
any of their predecessors, Whether cathedral preaching is better than it was in the days
of the mighty orators of the past is impossible to judge, but it can be said that in the sermons
and in lectures the modern cathedral endeavours to express the gospel in terms of our
current life, and the New English Bible can be heard at the lecterns.

That the cathedrals are grasping all the opportunities of the time would be a large
claim, but certainly it is true that today they are very much alive and far removed from
Barchester. ‘They take their place in the diocese, and they declare the .glory of God.
Their influence is wider than is sometimes supposed.

THE WORSHIP OF GOD AND ITS .
MUSICAL EXPRESSION IN OUR GREAT
ENGLISH CATHEDRAL TRADITION

by the Revd Craupe M PALrReY, Precentor of Norwich

IT 1S IMPOSSIBLE to think of the musical tradition of a cathedral church
without taking into account the worship which takes place within that
church. The worship is the reason for the music, the music clothes that
worship. It is imperative to remember always this prime purpose of
cathedral church and of the body corporate of dean (or provost), canons,
precentor, minor canons (or priest vicats), layclerks, and singing boys,
attached to it ; namely the continual worship of God. The daily “breaking
of the bread” and offering of “‘the prayers” around the throne of the bishop
(as chief shepherd in the diocese) and before the throne of God (our divine
shepherd) is the only possible reason for the musical tradition in our cathe-
drals, and for the choral foundations which maintain that tradition. When
this fact is forgotten then our great and lovely cathedrals will stand in grave
danger of becoming glorified concert halls and their choir members no more
than bodies of religio-musical-demonstrators.

Music and ceremonial are the twin handmaids of the liturgy of the church of Christ,
be it in cathedral, collegiate, monastic, or patrochial churches. In cathedral churches
(and great collegiate foundations such as Westminster, Windsor, and King’s College,
Cambridge) the music must be always the very best the musician’s art can devise, the
ceremonial of such dignity as befits the court of the King of kings. Those of us who have
the blessed privilege of assisting in the worship of God in such places need constantly
to bear in tnind whose courtiers we are, so that neither music nor ceremony, voice or pos-
ture, be fussy, over claborate, slovenly, or distracting, Because the cathedral church is
the ‘Cathedra’ or ‘Seat’ of the apostolic man, i.e., the bishop, who is father in God to the
whole diocese : therefore it is also the mother church of the diocese, and as such bears a
great responsiblity towards all the churches within the diocese ; a responsibility regarding
example ; example in dignity, devotion, reverence, worthiness in visible and audible
things, and in the beauty of holiness. The members of cathedral chapters, the colleges of
minor canons or priest vicars, organists and their deputies, and all members of quires,
f);orég.et this responsibility at their peril for it is patt of the inalienable vocation of cathedral

odics,

As the mother church of the diocese, the cathedral does certain things for her daughter
churches as it were vicariously day by day.  On their behalf she offers the holy sacrifice and
the divine office with full accompaniment of music, ceremonial, and personnel, fitting for
* the liturgical rank of feast or feria. Only our cathedral {(and greater collegiate) churches
- ate able to do this today; the solitary parish priest can but say the office ptivately very often,
or at best in his church with a few devout souls possibly to join with him. How en-
couraging for that priest to know that the same office is being offered in his mother church
as the great norm of Christisn worship has always envisaged, namely with beautiful
music, dignified ceremonial, and a full compliment of priests and choristers, and how
wonderful for that priest to realise that in Christ his simple said office and that elaborate
sung office are both one, that it is the same prayet of Christ in his mystical body, and that
he (the solitary priest) is not alone but linked in the spirit with the corporate worship of
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the whole church, represented in the cathedral by the members of the chapter and choral
foundation, What cannot be done fully in the patish church is being done for and on
behalf of it by the bishop’s cathedral church. For many of us who take our part day by
day in the liturgical worship of a great cathedral church such thoughts as these are never
far from our minds ; they are inspiring thoughts but they are also very humbling thoughts
for they force upon us the further contemplation of our awe-inspiring responsibilities to
the whole worshipping diocese, and through it to the whole worship of the royal priest-
hood. Neither priest nor lay musician (be he organist or singer) may ever let up in vigil-
ance, in cathedral worship, over the due performance of the mass or of the divine office ;
nor can any negligence be tolerated in regard to the accompanying music or ceremonies,

Tt is most necessary to view the worship and music of our: cathedrals against this
background because there has been, and still is, a very regrettable tendency in some
quarters to cut down more and mote the cathedtal chapters and the choral foundations
partly on the plea of go called excessive cost in maintenance, and partly on the plea of lack
of man power, and partly on a mistaken idea of the true function of a cathedral church in
any age—this twentieth century no less than the centuries past. Now if we really believe
in God we must of necessity admit the parathount importance of his due worship, As
created beings we are bound to put our duty to God first. Perhaps in certain quarters
there is a forgetfulness of the fact that the first four of the ten commandments concern

- God and his worship, only after these first four are the rest concerned with man and man’s

duty to and treatment of other men. Surely the continual effort (on the part of some) to
reduce our cathedral establishments in all directions lines up very closely with the traitor’s
“this ointment might have been sold for much and given to the poor”. Surely such things
as cost and expediency ought never to enter into our minds in connection with the
worship of our blessed creator. We all need to remember our Lord’s reply to Judas and
the rest, and to note His commendation of what has appeared to them as “‘this waste” |
The praises of God were silenced in our English monasteries and nunneries by Henry VIII
because of a pretended desire to use the money involved for ‘“‘better uses” ; we all know
how most of the money and property was in fact used! Thank God there has beéen 2
revival of conventual life and praise in more recent years, even pares of some of our ancient
conventual establishments left to us sound once.more with the praises of God. But are
we to allow the modern mania for utility and expediency, ot even so called efficiency, to
gradually strangle our cathedrals® very life blood, without making our strongest possible
protest.

The musical tradition and repertoite which has been built up over the centuries in
our great ancient cathedral churches is a most priceless heritage and ought to be a source
of national pride and joy. Let me say that such pride is justified, provided we give the
glory to God himself, for it is only in this land of ours that the daily choral rendering of
either mass or office is maintained in this twentieth century—enlightened as we claim it
to be |- In the Anglican communion elsewhere there are only four cathedrals (in Scotland,
Wales, Ireland, and America) which carry on the great tradition, in the Roman com:
munion it is both remarkable and regrettable that in most places the wotld over choral
foundations seem to have been abolished and little if any attempt seems to be made to keep
the daily sung mass ot office going. There is one outstanding example to the contrary in
the R,C. cathedral of Westminster—but note even this is in England—and the authorities
in that place are to be heartily congratulated on the maintenance of their choir and the
building up of its fine tradition of music and standard of singing, This is exceptional,
for one may travel the length and breadth of the continent and not find a cathedral where
it is'possible to join in a fully choral daily mass or office.  There are probably outstanding
exceptions, but they are most rare. This leaves us in England as practically the sole
legatees of the age old tradition of cathedral music for liturgical worship. Hence our
tesponsibility is very great and increasingly grave. Obviously it becomes ever mote
imperative that (come what may) we do not relinquish this truly sacred trust, we owe its
preservation to both God and man, to God because it is his due, and to man because it is
part of his true culture. If the tradition were allowed to vanish from our English cathe-
drais (let such as havea mania for cutting down onall things lovely and of good report
say what they like to the contrary if they have the heart) then indeed 2 most gracious,
glorious, and precious human heritage would be lost possibly for ever. Let us make no
mistake it would be extremely difficult ever td get it going again, however willing future
generations might prove to be, It has taken over 1,500 years to build up under the good
hand of God, one way and another, it is.fiot ours to curtail or drop. o
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In this great musical tradition is combined plainsong, pricksong, polyphony, block
harmony, Ambrosian, Gregorian, eastern, western, ancient, medieval, Tudor, Baroque,
semi-modern and modern, Let this teadition disappeat and where would one be able
to join in the praises of God as worked out in music by Dunstable, Fayrfax, Taverner,
Tallis, or Gibbons to quote but a few of our great English masters?  Or where would one
be able to lift up one’s soul in worship as interpreted musically by Palestrina, Vittoria,
Anerio, Allegti, or Josquin de Pres, to mention but a very few of the continental masters?
Where <:ouldg one hear in its proper setting the religious music of Bach, Handel, Purcell,
S S Wesley, and many another? Finally, what of the music of worship in our own day,
the wonderful efforts of Howells, Wood, Statham, Joubert, or of Noble, Stanford and
Bairstow to quote but a very few?  Not an insignificant number of these have been
cathedral organists, how glorious are the musical sounds which they have given us for our
use in the worship of the God of beauty, harmony and love. The magnitude of the tragedy,
should our heritage be taken from us or allowed to peter out, is too dreadful to contemplate
with equanimity. One can only hope and pray that in the good ptovidence of God the
machinations of such as would deprive the mystical body of its cath&dral musical tradition
will be brought to nought and that a way may be found to stop the rot which has already
set in, and further that what is still with us may be maintained and increasingly enriched,
g0 that this gracious heritage may be spread over an ever widening area of cathedral
churches. To this end all must work for a deeper appreciation and a truer understanding
of the purpose of cathedral life, worship, and music, for it is only wnen these things are
properly understood by all concerned that the precious heritage will be safe, and the tradi-
tion maintained as a vital living thing, to the Glory of God and the benefit of his church
and the sanctification of souls.

SERVING AT MASS
SERVING AT MASS—Church Literature Association—linen cover 2s.

HERE is a welcome book, simple, concise, yet containing everything for serving at the
holy communion. A little large for the cassock pocket is the only unfavourable point,
It contains the minimum of instructions for the server, printed in red during the mass,
and the service itscif is printed in full, It is a must for all those commencing their service
at the altar, and whether the rite is prayer book or western use all servers will be able to
follow their duties.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13th, SOUTHERN AREA FESTIVAL at Chichester
Cathedral.,
WEST OF ENGLAND FESTIVAL at EXETER CATHEDRAL. 11.30am
Solemn Eucharist. Preacher, The Bishop of Exeter. 4 pm (approx.) Guild
Office, Preacher, The Bishop of Crediton,
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20th, Golden Jubilee of Chapter of S Hugh & All Saints,
HIGH WYCOMBE.
12 noon High mass. 8 Mary & 8§ George, Sands, :
3.30 p m Guild office, All Saints, High Wycombe, in the presence of Bishop
Hay. Preacher, The Warden,
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27th, Chapter of 8 Osyth Annual Festival. 330 p.m.
S John the Evangelist, AYLESBURY. Preacher, The Warden,
NORTH WESTERN CHAPTERS: S John Baptist, Tuebrook, LIVERPOOL.
12 noon High mass. 3 p m Meeting and tea in parish hall (Tea 1/6d.—tickets
obtainable from Bro G Edwards, 1 Dencbank Road, Liverpool, 4), 430 pm
Guild Office. Preacher, The Bishop of Warrington, '
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24th, at S, Saviour’s, LUTON, Beds, Annual festival of
Chapter of our Lady and § Hugh of Lincoln. 12 noon, High mass. 3 p m Office,
Details from R R Barlow, 31 Sundown Avenue, Dunstable.
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THE REASON WHY
by the Revd Father CrARLEs

IN THIS SERIES of articles, it is my purpose to enquire the reason why
we do certain things. Why, for example, do we make the sign of the cross,
so many times ? Why do we genuflect? Why do we bow the head?
etc.

The first of these enquiries concerns the use of the sign of the cross, but before we
embark on the reason why, it seems that one ought to take note of the almost superstitious
dread of the holy sign that is so marked among Protestants, and even among some of our
fellow churchmen. .

Undoubtedly, this dislike of the cross stems from the controversies of the 16th century.,
The sign of the cross é:u:rhaps dates from the days of the apostles, for there is reason to
believe that it was used in the early days as a sign of recognition by which Christians in
the midst of a heathen world might make themselves known to one another, Certainly,
it was in common use by the end of the 2nd century for Tertullian (c. 200) writes :—
“At every step and movement, when we go in or out, when we dress or put on our shoes,
at the bath, at the table, when lights are brought, when we go to bed, when we sit down,
whatever it is which occupies us, we mark the forchead with the sign of the cross” (De
Corona militum), All through the succeeding centuries Christians used the holy sign
until the so-called Reformation in the 16th century.  Then, for some reason that it is
difficult to ascertain, not only was the use of the sign omitted by Protestants of all kinds
{(with the exception of the Lutherans, who were expressly directed by their founder to use
the sign of the cross), but a superstitious dread of its use came to be widespread. 1In the
first prayer book of 1549, the sign of the cross was ordered to be used by the ministers
in some of the services contained in the boolk, whilst there also appeared the following
note :—“As touching kneeling, crossing, holding up of hands, knocking upon the breast,
and other gestures ; they may be used or left as every man’s devotion serveth without
blame.” In 1552 a second prayer book was published, and in this book the sign of the
cross disappears entirely with the exception of the offices of baptism, In all subsequent
editions of the ptayer book the same omissions occur. Protestant prejudice against the
sign of the cross appears in all arguments that representatives of the church had with the
Puritans, for the latter always asked for its omission in the one service in which it was
retained. So great and strong was this objection that in 1604 a Canon was passed defending
its retention in the baptismal offices, and this is referred to in a rubric contained in our
ptesent prayer book (1662), at the end of the office for the public baptism of infants. The
canon, in question admits the ancient and continuous use of the sign of the cross, but adds :
“It must be confessed, that in process of time the sign of the cross was greatly abused in
the chutrch of Rome, especially after that corruption of popery had once possessed it.
But the abuse of a thing doth not take away the lawful use of it . . , . We hold it the
part of every private man, both minister and other, reverently to retain the use of it pre-
scribed by public authority.” A commentator on this canon says that “One is left wondet-
ing why it was ever necessary” (Constitutions and Canons Ecclesiastical 1604 with notes
by J. V Bullard).  *““Why was it ever necessary?”’ That i8 a question I have been trying
to answer, and so far, I have failed to account for the tremendous change in private and
public practice which appears to have taken place after 1549, Up to that time the sign of
the cross in its public and private use had been regarded as part of the common Christian
heritage, but after that year it becomes *‘a badge of popery”. That the sign of the cross
had been abused by a superstitious use of it may be true,r{zut it does not account for the
equally superstitious dread of its use in modern Protestantism. This is all themore
remarkable when it is remembered that the exaltation of the doctrine of justification by
faith in our Lord’s death on the cross is common to most forms of Protestantism, One
would have thought that with so much emphasis on the cross of Calvary as constituting
almost the “‘be-all and end-all” of Christianity as taught by Protestants, that they would
have used the holy sign constantly both in public and in private. That the prejudice
against the sign of the cross is breaking down is something to be thankful for.Quite
recently one read that in a newly opened Methodist chapel, a large cross is to be placed
above the pulpit, whilst in the restored City Temple in Holborn, it was the intention of
Dr Weathethead when he was the minister, to have a crucifix placed on the communion
table, Whether this has been done T do not know, but the intention is evidence of the
+ decline of protestant prejudice in this matter, Over fotty years ago, I knew a Unitatian
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" minister, who was in the habit of making the sign of the cross at grace before meals,
although, as he was a Unitarian, one could not imagine what value he saw in the cross at
all.  He explained however that he was only a Unitarian in name and he held the Catholic
doctrine of the Trinity,

“With this'introduction to the subject, it seems to be that we ought to have clearly in -
mind the theological reasons for the sign of the cross. Our reasons are based upon a fact
of history, ie,, that when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaca, Jesus'of Nazareth was
crucified. = From this fact emerge certain ideas that can be rightly called theological, in
that this death on a cross came within the will of God. From this we go on to consider
the effects of the death of Christ, and in the resulting doctrine of the atonement, we express
the belief that His death was the all-sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, and
that all spiritual graces and blessings flow from Calvary., Volumes have of course been
written about this great.theme and it is not pretended for one moment that this short
statement gives more than the briefest of outlines of what we believe, but if we hold that
the effects of the Cross of Christ are both godward, i.e,, sacrificial, and ‘manward, i.c., grace
and blessing, then we have a sufficient raison d'etre for the sign of the cross.

THE IMPOSSIBLE MONK :

A review by the Revd J H Feaiey

THE ENTHUSIAST : A Life of Joseph Leycester Lyne, ‘Father Ignatius,
o s B, Abbot of Llanthony’ — Arthur Calder Marshall.  Faber & Faber 30s.

This account of the life of Father Ignatius of Norwich and Llanthony has almost
everything that one would expect to find in the story of a member of the Church of England
attempting to found a Benedictine community a hundred years ago, and also has almost
everything one would not expect to find, and in consequence this book is highly entertain-
ing and thoroughly readable. It tells the story of a flamboyant and irritating man, who
nevertheless was found by marly to be very lovable,. The book is written in a good style
and with excellent command of language, The only flaw found in the English by the
reviewer is where Ignatius, as a catechist in the highlands, is described as a bloody. nuisance
{p. 51). Both then and later he was a general and particular nuisance, but there does not
appear to have been any blood involved in the matter.

In general the book does not show Father Ignatius in a very attractive light. He is
an enthusiast inspired by direct guidance from God,  He despises the intellectual aspect
of religion. Theology meant little to him.  He has no idea of objective truth.  He makes
up stories of miracles, and even believes them himself, in order to compensate himself for
his failure as.an abbot (miracles may have occurred in his life but hardly as described by
Fr Ignatius himself), He takes legal action against his own supporters, when he is entirely
in the wrong. He is a neurotic who escapes into iliness when citcumstances become too
difficult, He is the disciplinarian, who does not discipline himself, Against all this we
see an enthusiast who can draw great crowds and bring about many conversions to the
Christian faith. But we are hardly told enough about his success as a missioner, His
faults and peculiarities loom so Iargc that it is difficult to see what it was that attractcd huge
ctowds to his preaching.

Father Ignatius was a great success as a mission preacher and a great fmlure as the
founder of a religious order. His success in the former role was in part the cause of his
failure in the latter. He attracted men to try their vocations in his monastery, and then
absented himself frequently to raise the money to ease the financial strain which his
extravagant and unbusinesslike methods had created; and left them to the mercy of
unprincipled rogues who obtained control at the monastery in his absence, Father
Ignatius never really decided whether he was a mission preacher or one who had the
vocation to revive the religious life in the church of England.. While he cl'umcd to be the
latter he behaved as if he were the former,

His down fall as a founder of a religious order was caused by lack of self discipline
and common sense. He would not listen to others when they warned him of his foolish
and eccentric ways, He imposed: hard and strange disciplines on others, but had.no idea
how to discipline his own strange tendencies. There was not a dull moment in his
flamboyant life and there is not a dull page in this account of it, The reader is entertained
but he can also be instructed in, the danger of a religion based upon enthusiasm and the
claim to act upon the direct instructions of God. We have had a revival of this kind of
religion in recent years: there have been those who have claimed to act upon
divine guidance, But it is very, easy to confuse our own desires with the voice of God,
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Reading through the book one tends to be irritated by the stupidity of this unwise
and eccentric monk (until one reflects that there must have been a great deal more in him
than is revealed here). He is claimed to have had such power as a preacher as few have
since Wesley. ‘The book gives us a great deal of interesting material about this strange
monk but it does not telt us enough about his power as a mission preacher in bringing men
and women to God. What is told here does not adequately explain why 60,000 went to
S Edmunds, Lombard Street, in an attempt to hear him, am{ why 1,500 pilgrims travelled
to Llanthony 28 years after his death, Perhaps the truth is that his faults appear so large
that his virtues remain hidden,

RECLUSES
by the Revd A Wivrstire, Viear of Carlinghow

RECLUSES do not appear to have lived under any patticular rule, although
the nearest approach to one is in three documents—these are however in-

formal and unofficial.

The first is the Regula Solitariorum written by a priest named Grimlaic who is said
to have been a friend of Pope Formosus (891-896 A p). Hec is also said to have been
“most worthy of a bishopric”, why, 1 do not know | *

The second is the De Vita Eremetica (The Life of a [Hermit), written by Ailred,
abbot of Rievaulx (1146-1160 4 b) which he compiled at his sister’s request, and the third
document is the best known and most widely read *“The Ancrene Riwle” or “Rule for
Anchoresses”, ‘This book, for book it is, was written in middle English between the
years 1200-1225 A b by an anonymous ecclesiastic for the guidance of three sisters ‘who in
the bloom of youth had taken to the solitary life’. It is within the bounds of possibility
that the author of the ‘Ancrene Riwle’ was a monk or perhaps an abbot of 2 monastery
because on page 24 (of the rule} he makes the following observation : “Our lay brothers
say thus their hours”, Whether Grimlaic’s counsels were followed as a general practice is
not known but there is evidence which makes it appear much more likely that anchoretic
arrangements depended mainly on the discretion of the bishop’s deputy in the examina-
tions of the recluse, or in the enclosure of them, the control exercised over them by the
parish priest or their confessor, and more important, the disposition of the recluse,

This is shown to advantage in Jan Busch’s dealings with one of the anchoresses
superintended by him, He says “That recluse is filled with compunction when she
oftends in aught against the constitutions /aid down by me &far kber : the rule of the enclosed
she did not promise to keep for I didnot wish her to do so, as it contained directions
againgt their having in the reclusary as much as a mouse can eat”. The rule no doubt was
flexible and differed from place to place.

The anchorage and its occupants

The recluse was regarded by Grimlaic as a spiritual aristocrat whose vocation was
of the highest order, so much so that he puts the recluse before the monk. A 9th century
list of benefactors of the church of Durham has the heading “Names of Anchorets” before
that of abbots, presbyters and monks. This special respect arose no doubt from that
aloofness from earthly vanities supposed to be practised by the recluse, 4 supposition which
T am afraid was not always justified. ‘The Ancrene Riwle has this to say about it : “‘Ancrene

have taken on Mary's part which our Lord Himself commanded. Housewifery is
Martha’s part, Mary's patt is stillness, and rest from the world’s noise, that naught may
hinder her from hearing God’s voice. Intrusion therefore from the world should be
barred. Round the cell let not the poor clamour, the orphan wail, the widow lament.
When they know that you have nothing, and that they will get nothing, they will soon be
off. It is not fitting for ancrene to make largesse of other men’s alms, for if she can spare
any mossel for the poor, let her send them secretly out of her dwelling. Under semblance
of goodness sin is often hidden.”

Because the vocation of a recluse was tegarded as being such a high ideal, we find that
the anchorage was very close to, and in some cases, actually attached to a church, e.g.,
S Julian’s at Norwich. Sometimes it was over the church porch, sometimes as a cell
built up against an outer wall ; sometimes as a dwelling place within the churchyard,

Others had their anchorages in or near the busy thoroughfares of towns, yet others
out in the countryside as for example S Godric of Finchale in County Dutrham, some had
their cells near bridges, its location depended in no small way to what its occupant wanted.
The cell or anchorage varied from place to place. It could be a kind of bed-sitting toom,
or it might even be a small house with several rooms and a small garden, In the York
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and Exeter Pontificals, and in the Sarum-Manual, an altar is taken for granted—greSumany
this was an oratory and possibly means that the inmate of the anchorage was in holy orders
—in fact fulfilled the duties of a chantry priest,

Listen to Grimlaic again: “The cell of seclusion should be small, pent in on every
side by the stoutest of bulwarks—that there be left to the solitary no means of straying
outside, and that access to him be open to none. Let it have an oratory consecrated by
the bishop if the solitary be a priest, . Let the oratory itself be contiguous to the frame-
work of the church, that at masses the solitary may be able to offer oblations, through the
window by the hands of the priests,”

At first sight it would appear that the recluse never left his or her cell, everything
points to that, but the bishop could, and did, on occasions permit such an event to happen,
as for example the anchoret attached to the priory at Norwich, left his cell to preach to
the people, The anchoress at Pontefract in 1401 was authorised not only to change her
cell, but to leave that for an annual pilgrimage to holy places ; and finally Dame Margaret
Kyrkley, the recluse of Anderby, who on hearing of the death of Richatd Rolle in 1349
went to Hampole where the holy body of the said hermit was given burial,

There is another angle to the life of the reclusc : that is their helplessness if left entirely
alone in their cells—someone would have to be in attendance upon them ; and we find that
such was the case. ’

The wants of the sisters for whom the Ancrene Riwle was written were attended to
by two maidens, Waited on and cooked for by at least one servant a tecluse can hardly
have known the meaning of complete and utter solitude—thus it is reasonable to suppose
that the true meaning of thé word ‘Solitude’ was to be found not so much in the physical
state of loneliness but in the spiritual.

How then was this state pursued?

(#o be continned)

A PHILATELIC; . CALENDAR

OF HOLY DAYS
by N C Barpwin

THE ISSUE that pleased me most
(although it was rather expensive)
was that of Switzerland in September
1961, depicting the four evangelists,
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John,
for it is difficult to find suitable
material to illustrate these red letter
days in the calendar, which are
certainly worthy of more than post--
marks of towns dedicated to each.
The designs of the stamps were prepared by
Agathe Bagnoud from sketches she had made -
of the famous wood carvings in S Oswald’s . &
church, Zug, Switzetland. The original
carvings were the work of Hans Felder, an
outstanding craftsman of the late 15th
century. In the upper corners are the Latin
forms of the evangelists’ names, Each por-
trait is flanked by a “winged creature” that i3
for many centuries has been his particular symbol in
a winged man ; 8 Mark, a winged lion ; S Luke, a winged ox ; and S John, a poised eagle.
Souvenir envelopes bearing the four embleins were also available and a commemorative
postmark incorporating the initials of the four saints was applied on the day of issue,
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. Other useful issues are the spanish El Greco commemoratives, of which the 70c.
dépicting “The Agony in the Garden”, 1P.50 *“The Baptism of Christ” and 2P,50 “The
Holy Trinity”, can be used to illustrate Maundy ‘Thursday, S. john Baptist and Trinity
Sunday respectively. The Netherlands Child Welfare issue s rather crudely produced, and
the motif is not always apparent without the explanatory pamphlet issued by the Nether-
lands Postal Department, but it will be seen from the list that there ate denominations
depicting Palm Sunday and Whitsuntide, both being difficult to illustrate. The Argentine
Child Welfare set of 2, depicting “The Flight into Bgypt™ isa suitable subject for Holy
Innocents” Day, already illustrated by a different pertmyal of the same subject in the World
Refugee issues of Spain and Ireland.

The following list is in chronological order of the dates of issue :
24 March, 1961,  Spain. Five denominations from set of 10, commemorating the
painter El Greco.
25¢c. S Peter, .
40c. Detail from “The Holy Family”,
70c, Detail from “The Agony in the Garden™,
1P.50 ‘““The Baptism of Christ”.
2P.50 “The Holy Trinity”.
18 Sept. 1961, Switzerland, 3 f, S Matthew
5f. § Mark,
10f, S Luke,
20f. S John.
25 Sept. 1961. Ireland. 15th centenary of the death of § .
: Patrick : set of 3, 3d., 8d, 1/3 portraying [} ]
S, Patrick, o
6 Oct. 1961, Vatican, 15th centenary of the death of @it Mk
S Patrick. 10L. & 40L. S Patrick from an §|* %
ancient sculpture. bl
15L. & 150L. S Patrick Sanctuary, Lough Rl}
Deargh, ?

13 Nov, 1961, Netleriands, Child Welfare set of 5.
4c, 4c. S5 Nicholas.
6¢. 4c. Epiphany,
8¢, 4c. Palm Sunday
12¢. 9¢. Whitsuntide,
30c. 9c. Martinmas,

25 Nov. 1961. atican. Set of 3, ““The Nativity of Christ”,

16 Dec, 1961, Argentine, Child Welfare set of 2 depicting *“The Flight into Egypt’
after Ana Maria Moncalvo.

13 Mar, 1962, Vatican. Set of 2 depictin% detail—The Angel Gabriel—from “The
Annunciation” after F Vallo,

24 Mar. 1962, Portugal Sct of 2 depicting S Gabriel—patron saint of Tele-
communications.

24 Mar. 1962, Spain, 1P.50 depicting S Jerome, from set of 10 commemorating

the painter Zurbaran.
(Blocks kindly leaned by the Editor of ‘Stamp Collecting'.

BROTHER JOHN'’S JOTTINGS

WHAT HAPPENED to the relics of Saint Edmund, king and confessor?
Did Henry VIID’s visitors find the shrine empty when they came to Bury
St' Edmunds to despoil? Or did they quietly bury the relics somewhere
in the abbey precincts? Or are they in fact still in existence, at Toulouse?
This is guite a mystery, and there has of recent years been a revival of
interest and much new work done on the subject. One afterncon in May
I was very kindly received by the Very Revd Bryan Houghton, Roman
Catholic parish priest at Bury St Edmunds, who has made a special study
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of the subject. He told me of a newly published French book which
he thinks providés the key to the riddle, and I-left him more than half
inclined to beieve in the authenticity of the Toulouse relics. One new fact
I did learn, that at one time § Edmund was regarded as patron of England,
jointly with Edward the Confessor, and as such is depicted in the Wilton
diptych.

The inside of a weel’s visit to the still unspoiled county of West Suffolk gave me an
opportunity of visiting many places I had long hoped to visit. The cathedral church at
Bury St Edmunds, the enlargement of which is being vigorously pushed forward by the
energetic Provost, welcomes pilgrims, and pilgrim badges, replicas of the medieval
pilgrim token showing the martyred king tied to the tree, were available at the tract stall,
At Sudbury I found the shrine of our Lady of Sudbury in the local Roman Catholic church,
while I was also able to visit Woolpit, once the goal of pilgrims to the shrine of our Lady
in the parish church and its Lady Well,

o

Here I found the rector with a band of parishioners working in the churchyard. The
church was in scaffolding, as repairs were being made to the magnificent roof, The rector
told me that the well was made safe in 1939, but no work had been done to it since, but he
had protested when a recent road diversion plan threatened to desttoy it for ever. The
ptotest had been heeded and the well saved and when all the necessary funds are raised to
put the church in proper order it may be possible to restore the well also,

Some time ago there was a correspondence in THe Server following a note in this
column as to whether a lay setver shoqu intetpolate the name of the founder of the order
into the Confiteor when serving a religious, Recently I met 2 man who was educated at the
Roman Catholic Benedictine school at Douai, and he told me that it was the custom for
the boys who served the monks’ low masses always to add ‘and to our Holy Father Bene-
dict” when saying the Confiteor. The same week a monk of Nashdom abbey said mass in
my parish church and it was my privilege to serve him. 1 asked him about this point thc
evening before, and he asked me to interpolate ‘our holy father Benedict’ into the servers’
confession—if T remembered! So there you have a ruling from two sources

.

T was interested to read of the revival of ‘lectors’ in Italy and many othér parts of the
world, including the Philipines. Colleges of teenage lectors have been formed at several
places in Italy, where the lectors’ duties are ‘to read the proper of the mass in Italian, briefly
cxplam the rites, prayets or readings, and diect the congregations’ responses, prayers and
singing’, The Ttalian lectors wear a white Roman tunic reaching to the ground, marked
by red stripes down the front and on the sleeves. Although with mass in the vernacular
much of the need of lectors is obviated, there is no doubt that a carefully prepared com-
mentary on the action of the mass has a great teaching value. There is to be an inter-
national congress of ‘assistants to the mass’ in Rome in Scptember and it will be interest- -
ing to see what new ideas emerge,

The chapter of Our Lady and 8 Pancras havc Wntten to say that they did not have a
pilgrimage to Walsingham in June, but I do know that many of the Guild find their way to
- this shrine in Norfolk and no doubt remember their brethren before the Guild chapel
at the rear of the high altar,
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LETTER. TO THE EDITOR
COF

T am sure you will regret to learn that the falling off in the subscriptions to COF
which has occurred lately has resulted in us not being able to make the usual fiftcen pounds
moiety to the ordinands for the May 1962 period. In fact we were only able to offer them
TEN POUNDS on this.occasion and we have also had to decline assistance financially to
a few recent applications, .

With some EIGHTY-FOUR applications on hand this year we find that the current
income will not cover the GIFTS that we hive promised and I do now appeal to all you
readers, in this period when an all out effort is being made to obtainstill MORE PRIESTS
to strain their so slender incomes that the backlog of gifts to OUR men can be made up
in October next, —

One small chapter has recently sent £26 5s. and we would welcome lots more from the
smaller chapters,

-+ Yours sincerely, .
R A W EDDEN, -

Secretary, COF,

238th MEETING OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL

THE COUNCIL MET at § Barnabas, Pimlico, on Saturday, (16th June
1962. The Warden taking the chair at 2.30 p.m. and othets present in-
cluded the Revd R W Stephenson, chaplain to C O F, the Secretary-General,
the Treasurer-General, the Secretary C O F, and eighteen other councillors.
Apologies for absence were received from eleven others.

The council regretted that it bad been impossible to arrange the Corpus. Christi
festival in London but stressed the importance of participation in local celebrations.

The council noted the progtess of arrangements for the autumn festival at Coventry ;
it would appear that those attending, who had not made definite arrangements for meals,
would be advised to bring their own lunches.

Future group and area festivals were noted for the North-West chapters at Liverpool,
Southern area at Chichester, West of England at Excter, besides the Epiphany festival at
Southwark and one next summer at Rochester. The Warden reported that he hoped to
attend eight festivals between August and October, '

Tt was noted that some chapters had still not sent in the annual returns, but thanks to
the efforts of some of the councillors several chapters had new officers and it is hoped that
more life would be engendered in consequence. Other chapters were being revived,

Brother Edden reported on the Candidates for Ordination Fund, Seventy-three
~ ordinands were on the Guild’s list ; eight had been made deacon at Trinity.. £1,051 had

been received during the first five months of the year, and £605 had been given to fifty-
nine.ordinands. ' o ‘

The Editor reported that the circulation of THE SERVER was just short of 2,000, With
the increased cost of postage it was suggested that where possible brothers should obtain
theit copies in bulk orders through their chapters, but if this was done the secretaries would
have to ensure all subscribers had their copies promptly,

The council was glad to note proposals for new chapters at Launceston, Cornwall, the
Rhondda Deanery in South Wales, and in Australia ; it was stated that there was a potential
two hundred membets at Ballarat in Australia, '

The question of the high mass at the Easter festival being a general communion was
welcomed and approved in principle by the council since it-would enhance the corporate
spirit of the Guild.

The Council honoured two of its members who have done much work for the Guild
by re-electing Brother A ] Harding as an honordry councillor for a further five years, and -
by acknowledging the debt all readers of 'THE SERVER owe to Brother W G Hare for his
great work in dealing with its distribution and collection of subscriptions since 1950 by
electing him a grand councillor, Bro Hare has been a member of the council for twenty-
five years and we congratulate him on this honour, .

The next meeting of the council will be on Septembet 22nd.
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NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

S CENNYDD, SWANSEA

" The year which ended at Easter 1962 can be regarded as one of quiet progress with a
small increase in membership. The meetings were well attended, particulatly by the
younger members, and the chapter is now firmly established in the church life of the
town. In addition to visiting churches in Swansea and disttict, the chapter is continuing
to extend its area of activity and visited two churches for the first time, one being at Oxwich
in the Gower Peninsula some ten miles from Swansea. This last visit, which was one of
the highlights of the year, was to a very ancient and lovely chutch dedicated to S Ilityd
and proba%;ly founded by him, The church is situated above the rocks right on the edge
of the sea and is so small that the brethren had to robe under the trees in the churchyard.

Duting the year the chapter was honoured by the first official visit of the bishop of
the diocese. The office was sung at Christchurch, Swansea, and about 60 servers and
clergy were present, At a gathering afterwards, the bishop said that his visit to the
chapter had given him much pleasure and he was very delighted to see so many servers
present, He asked the younger servers particularly to consider very seriously whether
they had a vocation to the sacred ministry and said that he hoped that thé chapter would
do all it could to encourage its members to offer themselves for ordination,

Another very important event was the ordination of Brother Michael Short as priest
in June 1962 at Brecon cathedral, On the same day another of our members, Brother
Eric Wastell, was made a deacon. This was truly a great day in the chapter’s history.

At the March meeting we had the pleasure of welcoming gur area councillor, Brother
A C Williams, and also some members of the neighbouring Margam chapter,

THE EPIPHANY, WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND

. The chapter organised a well attended conference for young men at the Wellington
City Mission holiday camp in Otaki last March.

Young men came from as far north as Auckland, but the main body were from the
Wellington diocese,

The theme was entitled “Church of the Province.” The principal speaker was Mr
Harold Miller, who gave two papers on “New Zealand Chutrch History.”These were
foliowed by many questions, . .

The Reverend Ken Hills, of Porirua, gave a most informative paper on the Old

Testament.
" After the afternoon tea break a set of twelve questions was submitted toa panel
comprised of the Right Reverend H W Baines, Bishop of Wellington ; Mr H Miller {in the
chair), the Revetend Richatrd Easton (Northland), the Reverend Ken Hills (Porirua), and
the Reverend Tony Sutton (Kilbirnie),

Examples of the questions that were submitted are as follows :—“Would the panel
.comment on the orthodox view of the ‘filioque clause, in the Nicene Creed”, and “Can
we believe all that our chutch teaches us,”  These and other questions were ably answered
by the panel.

Mt Len Arnold, a member of standing committee, gave a very interesting paper on
“Looking Ahead.” He issued a challenge to put off Anglican complacency, which has
existed in the church in New Zealand for many years and “Get up and Go.”

A general feeling concerning prayer book reform was apparent,

On Sunday morning the members attended holy communion at the Maori church
(Rangiatea) in Otaki, in whose grounds the famous ghicf Te Rauparaha lies buried.

The chapters secretary, Bro C H Beacham, ¢/- Box 5011, Wellington, N.Z., would be
pleased to help any brethren visiting or settling in New Zealand,

S MARK, REDRUTH

The chapter held its annual festival on Saturday, May 5th. The office was sung in

" 5 Andrew church, Redruth, Fr P L Eustice being the officiant.  The preacher was Fr

W K Hatris, vicar of Mullion. Servers from several parishes attended, including members

of the chapter of the Sacred Host, Falmouth, Priests present were Fr ] Ruscoe {chaplin
of § Mark’s chapter), Fr K Andtew and Fr E Faull,
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: " § BRENDAN, BRISTOL S :

The Guild was established in Bristol in 1922 éo that this year it has been possible to
celebrate the fortieth anniversary of the occasion. On Saturday, 2nd June, which was the
most convenient day and the nearest to the actual date (June 1st), the chapter arranged a
corporate communion in All Saints” church, City, where the meetings, to make the Guild
known and to form the Bristo} chapter, were first held, The chaplain, the Reverend HR
Barnard, vicar of S Mary, Fishponds, was celebrant, and 25 members made their com-
munion, )

In the afternoon of the same day we made a first-ever visit to Chippenham, which is
in the Bristol diocese, and where, at the invitation of the Reverend T E Simper, priest-in-
charge of S Peter, Lowden, we had solemn office, scrmon, procession and devotions,
The chapter’s greatest claim to fame is that it was responsible for inaugurating the first
pilgrimage to Glastonbury Abbey way back in 1924, which has become a much-looked-
forward-to annual event, attended this year, so the local papets say, by 10,000 pilgrims,

- THE HOLY FAMILY, SOUTHAMPTON

The annual Corpus Christi festival was held at Holy Trinity, Millbrook, by kind
permission of the rector, the Rev Ralph W Stephenson, chaplain of the COF, and was
well attended. Michael Rule, son of a setver of long standing at S Michael’s church, was
admitted to full membership of the Guild, Children of Mary scattered rose petals along
ithe route of the procession of the blessed sacrament, at which Fathers Victor Thomas and
John Pibworth were deacons of honour, Tantum ergo was sung at a station at the shrine
in the churchyard fronting the main Bournemouth road and finally to the high altar for
benediction, Geoffrey Budd was at the organ, and Mt Laurence Moss was M C. The
vicar of Hythe, Fr Molyneaux, and servers from the New Forest area were present. After
_the service the servers and their friends attended a reception in the parish hall.

S CLEMENT, LYMINGTON :

" For the first time in the chapter’s existence we were able to observe the Corpus Christi
festival properly, and on the feast day, 21st June, by the kind invitation of the trector of
All Saints Fawley, the Revd Noel Brewstet, the chapter was able to assist at the solemn
eucharist held at 7,45 pm, ’ : '

The chaplain, Fr R R ffolliott Powell, .initiated two servers, then followed a long
procession round this beautifully restored and ancient church, leading up to the solemn
mass, at which Fr Noel Brewster was the celebrant, his father, the Revd T Brewster (fural
dean of Wimhorne) read the epistle, and Fr folliott Powell sang the gospel.

A truly memorable service because the evening hour made it possible for our industrial
and agricultural members to hear mass and some to make their communions—such a help.

Afterwards the rector and Mrs Brewster entertained the visitors at the tectory and we
returned to Lymington and Milford-on-Sea, greatly refreshed, both in mind and in body.

OUR LADY & S GEORGE, PLYMOUTH
A quiet evening in preparation for Holy Week and Easter was held at the churchof .
- § John the Evangelist and was conducted by the chaplain, Fr Sholto’ Douglas. This
was followed by low mas, when the celebrant was Fr K Newing., Thirty-three servers-and

friends communicated. Co ) '
’ The chapter provided servers for the Cotpus Christi procession at § Peter’s church,
The May meeting was held at § Mary the Virgin, Laira, when the address was given by

the vicar, Ft P Camp. . ' :

The chapter also places on record the untiring efforts of their retiring organist, Mr

G Taylor, who though not a server has given of his time to help us for many years.

OUR LADY & S JOHN, WIRRAL
The chapter held its Faster festival at the churh of § Lawtence, Frodsham, Cheshire,
on Saturday, May 5th, 1962, : '

- 8 Lawrence is one of the ancient churches of Cheshire (Frodsham had a church in
Saxon days and is mentioned in Doomsday Book) it has a fine Norman nave, 14th century
aisles, chancel and tower (restored by Bodley & Garmer). The church stands on the side
of the Overton Hills on the edge of Delamere Forest, T .

From the north side of the church there is a magnificent panoramic view over the
low lying ground, over the Manchester Ship Canal, and the River Mersey to distant
Liverpool. - -
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Between the chutch and the Mersey can be seen the ancient parish of Stoak (a stockaded
place to keep out the wild beasts which had their laits in the surrounding marshes) and the
site of Stanlow Abbey, now, alas, the vast oil refinerics with their cooling towers dominate
the landscape, In 1294 the Abbot petitioned the Pope(to allow the abbey to be removed
to Whalley in Lancashire, because of the floods from the Mersey,

Solemn office was sung by the chaplain (Fr ] H Podmore, vicar of § Mary, Liscard)
The Bishop of Stockport presided and preached.

Before the office the bishop initiated six servers as probationers and admitted nine
servers as members and invested them with the medals, which had been blessed by the
parish priest (Fr Green) before the service.

It was most impressive to see so many young men and boys kneeling before the
bishop (vested in his red and gold cope and mitre) seated in front of the altar of this beauti-
ful old church. The chapter is most grateful to the bishop for the impressive dignity of
his ministry that afterncon.

$ LAWRENCE THE. DEACON, READING

The Easter festival was held at § Lawrehce the Deacon, Reading, at which Fr Beon
preached. 1t was announced that Brother Cheistopher Stone had been accepted for holy
ordets. 8 Peter, Caversham, was visited in May at which Father Nash, who is retiring
from his vicariate, was thanked for his unfailing help to the chapter. The chapter took
part in the Corpus Christi festival at S Gile, Reading, and also kept its own commemoration
in the chapel of Springfield S Lukes. In June the chapter again visited § Peter, Cavers-
ham, when the church was full, and a presentation was made afterwards to Canon Nash.

OBITUARY

The Bournemouth chaptet has lost a devoted member of the Guild in the personof
Cecil Mortimer, who died in Junc, Brother Mortimer began his serving at All Saints,
Carshalton, and served in Spain, Argentina, Devon and later at 8 Osmunds, Branksome.

S ETHELDREDA, CAMBRIDGE

The annual festival at lsleham took place on S Margaret’s even, July 19th, when
members and friends took part in the service which began with a procession from §
Margaret’s Priory to the church where the Guild office was sung.

THE HOLY APOSTLES, GUERNSEY

The third pilgrimage to Lihou Island took place on Thursday, 7th July, when 2
procession was made from L’Eree headland to the ancient priory of our Lady where the
Guild office was sung. Tea was taken in the rectory garden and evensong was sung in
S Peter in the Wood church.

§ JUSTUS, SIDCUP

The chapter’s annual festival was held on 16th June at Holy Redeemer, Lamorbey,
by kind permission of Fr K P T Daniels, vicar. The chaplain, Fr E E Turner, officiated at
the office and a thought provoking setmon was given by Fr P W Frisby, vicar of S Alban
Dartford. Other priests present included Fr Nixon, vicar of S Mary, Swanley, and Fr
Hugh Glaisyct, assistant pricst at S John, Sidcup, who has recently taken up his duties
in that Jaarish. Bro B Pearson was organist at this well attended service, and we are
indebted to the latdies of Holy Redecmer who provided refreshments in the church hall
afterwards.

On 10th March the office was sung at All Saints, Footscray, and was followed by the
annual general meeting at which Fr Turner was re-elected chaplain and Bro Parker secre-
tary. Fr Turner made reference to the scrvices given over many years by the chapter
. organist, Bro Martin, who had resigned during the year owing to his duties as organist in

his own parish. Bro R Smith was elected organist and Bro B Pearson deputy organist
' for the ensuing vear.
Other churches visited this year included All Saints, New Eltham ; 8§ George, Bickley ;
.8 Andrew, Bromley, and S Alban, Dattford. On the invitiaton of the vicar, Fr Nixon,
many members of the chapter were present at the Corpus Christi celebrations held at
S Mary, Swanley on 21st June. A noticeable feature of the chapter this year has been the
increase in full and probationer members, which we hope will continue,
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S ALBAN, ELIZABETH, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Another milestone in the history of the Guild was passed on June 24th, 1962, when
the first chapter of G.S.8. in South Australia was formed. -

A total of sixteen men and boys were admitted as probationers, by the priest in charge
of Elizabeth, Fr Howell Witt, during evensong at 8 Theodore’s church,

This occasion was unique, as all sixteen brothers were admitted as probationers,
there being only one full member, Bro ] Beaumont, to present the men for admission,

For this reason practice and rehearsals are being regularly held every fortnight, to
enable the new brethren to learn the music and cetemonial of the office, and good progress
is being made. ' o

A, congiderable amount of assistance has been received from the Australian district
council secretary, Bro Claude Cox, to whom go our warmest thanks,

At an inaugural meeting of the chapter, on July 1st, Fr John Siddell, assistant priest
at Elizabeth, was elected chaplain, and Bros John Beaumont and Malcolm Hawkins as
secretary and treasurer respectively, : ‘

1t is hoped that the new chapter will now be a flourishing one.

) . OUR LADY & S PANCRAS .

Our chapter meets once a2 month in various churches in North London. Members -
visiting this area are very welcome to our meetings. The secretary would be pleased to
hear from members wishing details of our forthcoming meetings.

In June we had our office, followed by outdoor procession of the sacrament, It is
always pleasing to see so many members and visitors in attendance on these occasions.

Arrangements are in hand for 2 coach.to Coventry for this year’s festival in the new
cathedral. - :

Secretary’s address : Bro ] W E Dennis, 40, Estelle Road, Hampstead, London, N W 3,

OUR LADY & S OSWALD, DEWSBURY

On Saturday, July 21st, members of the chapter made the joutney to Lincoln, to make
a presentation to our t){)rmer organist, Mt Dranshield, who is now a member of the cathedral
choir, and a carpenter working on the cathedral maintenance staff. )
We sang the office in the retto choir of the cathedral, by kind permission of the dean,
after which Mr Dransfield was presented with a book token in appreciation of his fifteen
years devoted service as chapter organist.
(It was a great privilege o serve with members of this chapier during Augnst — Editor.)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I was very interested in Sidney Hart’s article on Father Stanton entitled ““Wild March
Mortnings”, which appeared in the Marsh issue of TrE SERVER. He recalls that it was on
the Sunday morning of November 24th in the year 1912 that Father Stanton celebrated
the holy communion at eight o’clock for the last time at § Alban, Holborn, To that [
can add that it was on the same Sunday evening that Father Stanton preached his last
sermon, for he ‘preached it in the parish church of 8§ Leonard-at-the-Hythe, Colchester,
of which T am now rector, As a friend of the then incumbent (Canon H F V Carter)
Father Stanton was a frequent visitor to § Leonard, and is still remembered by some of
the older members of our congregation. - His biographer records that on the Sunday in
question Father Stanton was taken ill during the train journey from London to Colchester,
but recovered sufficiently to preach at evensong as promised. That famous last sermon is
commemorated in a beautifyl stained-glass window in 8 Leonard’s church, which was
presented by parishioners and friends. ~ The inscription includes the words, “Lord where
thou art our holy dead must be ; and we are nearcst them when nearest thee at solemn
cucharist”.

This year is the fiftieth anniversary of that event, and Mr Hart and other of your
readers may like to know that we shall be observing it here in § Leonard-at-the-Hythe
with a special evening service on Sunday, November 25th, The present vicar of § Alban,
Holborn (Fr C H Startup) has kindly agreed to come and preach the commemoration
sermon, Father Stanton will certainly not be forgotten—indeed he must not be, for the
Chutch of England in genetal, and the Catholic movement in particular, owes to him and the
other great priests of his generation too big a debt, Brethren, pray for us, as we continue
to teach and to practise the faith of our fathers. : :

RAYMOND C SMITH
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FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S DESK

BY THE TIME this article appears we shall be approaching the date of
the AUTUMN FESTIVAL to be held in the new COVENTRY
CATHEDRAL and it is fitting that as much information be published
now that the final arrangements are nearing completion.

. Some of the details are given below and memberts and friends should
take careful note although the final details will be issued in leaflet form
later on.

THE DATE — SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6th

Pressure of both time and space at the cathedtal, due to the continuing latge number of
visitors from all over the world as evidenced by the large queues every day of the week—
Sundays included—have compelled the cathedral authorities to restrict the use of the
cathedral for one service only on that day:

This will be the GUILD OFFICE, SERMON and PROCESSION
at 3.00 pm
when the Lord Bishop of COVENTRY will preside and preach.

Therefore, in order that the central act of worship at a GUILD FESTIVAL shall
not be omitted from the day’s rejoicings, the Warden has been fully consulted and there
will be @ HIGH MASS sung in the parish church of the Holy Trinity, at 12 NOON by
kind permission of the vicar, Canon G W Clitheroe,

This is the largest parish church in the city, situated in Broadgate, the city centre,
and is only a few hundred yards from the new cathedral and the following main instructions
are offered for your guidance and help.

1. NO TICKETS will be required for the service in Holy Trinity but visitors should
arrive not later than 11.30 am,

2. TICKETS will, however, be required for admission to the cathedral. These will
be obtainable anly through the Secretary-General and no applications should be made
to the cathedral authotities. The actual numbers of visitors must be advised to
me not later than the date given in the leaflet to be issued shortly, FEstimated
numbers will not be accepted if we are to avoid inconvenience and disappointment

. to other members and friends.

3. VESTING ARRANGEMENTS. These have yet to be settled but full details
will be shewn in the leaflets referred to.

4, All in possession of the PLAINSONG OFFICE are asked to bring their copies
whilst the HYMNS will be printed on the service papers available.

5. ADMISSION. Door stewards and interior marshals will be under the direction
of the M C in collaboration with the vicar’s warden, and their instructions should
be complied with,

6. 1In the light of past experiences at Guild festivals the procession will be formed
and constituted in accordance with the decision of the General Council which has
the full approval of the cathedral authoritics, Details to be announced Iater,
It is therefore hoped that members will accept these arrangements as the best
possible taking into account the space available and the numbers expected to be
present,

+ 7. CATERING. See special circular being issued to all chapters as all visitors must
make their own arrangements DIRECT with the various establishments listed,

8, PARKING, Details of both coach and car parks are given in the special circular
issued to all chapters.

Full co-operation by all members and friends will ensure a happy and memorable festival,
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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the
Catholic Faith in the Anglican Communion. Since the days of
_ the Tractarians it has been the only effective safeguard against
attacks from within and without, and membership is urged upon
all who believe that the Catholic tradition represents the true
mind of the Church of England.

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees
and a small headquarters staff. The General Council elected by
diocesan committees is the governing body whose work is carried
out by the Executive Commitiee, The Catholic Group organises
the sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. The
Theological, Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed of
members with' specialised knowledge. The Church Literature
Association publishes books, flimstrips, and tracts upon a
considerable scale. The Church Social Action Commiltee arouses
interest in social matters. The Pilgrimage Commitee arranges
pilgrimages to holy places. The Church Observer (9d. quarterly,
5/- post free annually) is the quarterly magazine ; and the Fiery
Cross Inset (7/6 per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with
definite Catholic teaching. Faith and Unity is a quarterly devoted
to reunion matters, minimum subscription 5/- per annum,
post free.

Full Members pay an annual minimum subscription of 10/-
and take part in this work. They are normally attached to
branches which organise festivals, special services, and meetings
of every description. They have a direct voice in the policy of
the Union through the diocesan committees elected from branch
members.

THE CHURCH UNION

Lorp HALIFAX Housg, 6, HyDE PARK GATE, LoNpoN, S.W.7.

Telephone— Telegrams—
" KNightsbridge 73712 ANGCATHCON, SOUTHKENS, LONDON
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MOWBRAYS
CHURCH SHOPS

P

Devotional Books
Servers’ Manuals
Cassocks and Surplices
Albs and Cottas
Sanctuary Requisites

Candles

Incense and Charcoal

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION

*

LONDON - - - 28 MARGARET STREET, W.1
OXFORD - - 35 PEMBROKE STREET, ST. ALDATE’S
CAMBRIDGE - - - 14 KiING'S PARADE
LEEDS - - - - 5 ALBION PLACE

BIRMINGHAM - - - THE BuLL RING, 5

MANCHESTER - - 44 BRAZENNOSE STREET

LUFPS, PRINTERS, SLOUOH




