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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the Catholic
Faith in the Anglican Communion. Since the days of the Trac-
tarians it has been the only effective safeguard against attacks
from within and without, and membership is urged upon all who
believe that the Catholic tradition represents the true mind of
the Church of England.

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees and
a small headquarters staff. The General Councli elected by diocesan
committees is the governing body whose work is carried out
by the Executive Committee. The Catholic Group organises the
sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. The Theological,
Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed of members with
specialised knowledge. The Church Literature Association pub-
lishes books, filmstrips, and tracts upon a considerable scale.
The Church Social Action Committee arouses interest in social
matters. The Pilgrimage Commitiee arranges pilgrimages to holy
places, The Church Observer (9d. quarterly, 5/- post free
annually) is the quarterly magazine ; and the Fiery Cross Inset
(7/6 per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with definite
Catholic teaching. Faith and Unity is a quarterly devoted to
reunion matters, minimum subsbription 5/- per annum, post free

Full Members pay an annual minimum subscription of 10/- and
take part in this work. They are normally attached 1o branches
which organise festivals, special services, and meetings of every
description, They have a direct voice in the policy of the
Union through the diocesan committees elected from branch
members.

THE CHURCH UNION

Lorp Harrax House, 6, HYypE Parx Gate, Lonpon, S.W.7.

Telephone— Telegrams—
KNIghtsbridge 7371 /2 ANGCATHCON, SOUTHKENS, LONDON
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EDITORIAL

May the Christ Child’s blessing reach every home and the year of 1962
bring pease and goodwill to all mankind.

WHEN THIS QUARTERLY is published there is taking place on the
Asian continent a great event in the religious history of the present day:
Members of the Christian faith from all parts of the wotld are meeting in
New Delhi under the general title of ‘ Jesus Christ—The Light of the World®.

- Anglican, Lutheran, Baptist, Orthodox, Roman, etc. etc. all are congregated

there learning to understand and to wotk more closely with one another
and to grow together in Christ. Growing together in unity. Thus our
thoughts go beyond the great mystery of the Incarnation to those days in
January when Christians of the world unite in prayer for the unity of all
Christian people into the one great holy, catholic and apostolic chutch of
Jesus Christ.

A unity in which truth is enshrmed faith is preserved Let every-
member of the Guild unite in prayer and support every effort towards this
healing of the wounded body of Christ, ‘be consumed with a burning
zeal for the unity of the Body of Christ’.

“Votichsafe to gmﬂt thy church, O Lord, that peace and mm_‘y wbwb is
agremble fo thy will?

LOUIS GROSSE LTD.

VESTMENT =~ MAKERS AND
COMPLETE CHURCH
FURNISHERS  SINCE 1783

36, Manchester  Street,. London,‘ W.1.
Telephone HUNter 9802




THE REUNION OF CHRISTENDOM

by the Revd ] H Frrury,
Vicar of § Bdmund, Hunstanton

THE PURPOSE QF CHRIST

ALL CHRISTIAN PEOPLE should desire reunion because it is the will
of God revealed in Christ. In the seventeenth chapter of S John’s gospel
it is made clear that the will of Christ is that all his followers should be
one, as the father and the son are one, in order that the witness of the
church may be effective in the world. In the last hundred years greater
progress has been made in the spread of the gospel than ever before. But
much greater progress could be made if only the church of God was testored
to its original unity. It is clear that all Christians should desire vnity, but
what is not clear is how it is to be achieved.

THE TRAGEDY OF DISUNION INSIDE THE CHURCH

For the first nine hundred years the church of Christ was one and undivided, until
there came the great split between the church in the east and the church in the west, That
did not mean therc were no heretics or schismatics during that period. From the first
the church has to deal with such, even in New Testament times ; and at the beginning of
the second century Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, on his way to martyrdom at Rome,
passing through Asia, was disturbed by the tendency to heresy and schistn which he
found there. He says he saw with his own eyes heretical assemblies at Philadelphia, Tt
is impossible to prevent the appearance of small schismatic bodies, human nature being
what it is ; they have always been found and will continue to exist, but, in spite of them,
for the first nine hundred years, there was no danger of any confusion as to the identity
of the church. The church existed as a unity in contrast to small heretical and schismatical
bodies. The great tragedy was the division in the church itself, first by the great schism
between east and west, and then by the splitting up of the church of the west at the
Reformation.

THE AIM—TOTAL REUNION AND FULNESS OF FAITH

Since the unity of the church is our Lotd’s will, we must work and pray to that end ;
bt we also must bear in mind that it is also our Lord’s will that we should hold fast to
the Christian Faith in all its fulness. It would be useless to achieve unity between all
who claim the name of Christian if in the process the Christian faith itself is distorted.
If: we put unity above every othet consideration, as some are inclinedto do, thenthe
completeness of the faith might be sacrificed in order to achieve reunion. Christians
have sometimes assumed that the reconciliation of differences is always in the direction of
a morte Christian state of affairs. This is not necessarily true. ‘Thete would be no gain
in‘attaining reunion at the expense of giving up some of the articles of the Christian faith,
ot by the process of adding doctrines which are without basis in scripture ot in the teachings
of the catly church. The only satisfactory basis for reunion is the faith and practice of
the church of the first centuries of the Christian era.

There are some members of the Church of England who, in thinking of reunion, are
thinking chiefly in terms of creating Pan-Protestantism in this country by linking up with
the Non-conformists. But the Anglican bishops at Lambeth in 1908, 1920, and in 1930,
stated “that there can be no fulfilment of the divine purpose in any scheme of reunion
which does not ultimately include the great Latin church of the west, with which our
history has been so closely associated in the past, and to which we are still bound by
many ties of common faith and tradition.” It would be no advance towards reunion
to achieve a unity between the Church of England and Nonconformity at the expense
of making reunion with the Roman Church and the Eastern Church impossible,

OBSTACLES TO REUNION ‘ ‘

In our conversations with Nonconformists, Presbyterians, and Continental Protestants, the
stumbling block is always the question of the validity of otders. That is why the late
Archbishop suggested that Nonconformists should consider taking episcopacy into their

e 4




i

systems. The Church of England can never have reunion with Noncenformity unless
-that happens, -because our church considers episcopacy to be an essential.part of the
catholic ministry. -Schemes for reunion now under consideration in India and Ceylon
atterapt to achieve validity of orders by a process of unification. .. -

Our difficulties. with the Church. of Rome are of a different order. The Malines Con- .
versations, eatlier in this century, suggest the following conclusions, That the position
of the Pope as head of the church, and t%c practice of celebacy are not insuperable obstacles,
That the chief difficulty lies in the new doctrines the Roman Church has added to'the faith,
the doctrines of the Immaculate Conception, and, more recently, of the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin. While these docttines are held as private opinions by many Anglicans,
the Anglican Church takes the stand that only doctrines based on scriptute, or taught by
the early church, can be held to be the official doctrines of the church. The question of
the validity of Anglian Ordets is one of some difficulty, but it is not necessarily an in-
superable barrier to reunion.t . . . T - o

Our dealings with the Eastern Orthodox. Church, during-this century, have been of in-
creasing friendliness. - Bastern Otthodox bishops have assisted in consecrating some of
our bishops. In 1922 the Patriarch of Constantinople wrote to the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, that their Holy Synod had considered the question of Anglican Orders, and had
come to the conclusion that they possess.the same validity as those of the Roman and
Orthodox churches. Other patriatchs have since expressed their agreement with the
Patriarch of Constantinople in .this matter.* There seems to be no doctrinal reasons why
reunion should not be achieved between the Orthodox and the Anglican churches,

IMPATIENCE CAN DELAY REUNION : _
In all present day schemes of reunion, in India and elsewhere, catholic minded

Christians in the Church of England must keep cleatly before them the aim of the reunion
of the whole church. Our Lord when he prayed that the church might be one, promised,
that He would send his Holy Spirit to guide the apostles into all truth, The church
which resulted from the Holy Spirit’s guidance was a church of creeds, sacraments, otders ;
in short, the Catholic Church. We must at all costs retain these essential marks of the.
church, the catholic creeds, sacraments, and orders. The issue in the present schemes in
India and Ceylon is whether or not these essentials have been achieved. Any partial-
reunion gained at the cost of compromising these essentials is a step backwards, not
forwards, when we consider that our objective is the unity of the whole of Christendom.
There are. many obstacles to be overcome before this end can be achieved. Short cuts.
will not bring us to our goal. Tmpatience will only delay further, ultimate reunion, for
it will create fresh obstacles. What is needed now is patience, prayer, and a’sympathetic
attitude to all cur fellow Christians.’ ' e :

«

NATIVITY PLAYS

by W, H, MorLEY

MIRACLE AND MYSTERY PLAYS are of ancient origin and may have
been possibly based on the lines of Greek drama but it was not until the
tenth century ‘that Christian mystery plays beame general, being encouraged
by.the church :to teach religious truths to a people mainly illiterate and
unable to read and write. Mystery plays were written around biblical
stores and the miracle plays were more centred upon the lives and legends
of the saints. : ’ ‘ -

A religious play known as Christos Paschon was thought to have been written by
Gregoty Nazianzen in the 4th century. Several centuties later six plays in Latin.by a -
German nun were found at Nuremberg in 1510. These plays were at first in Latin and
acted only by the clergy and members of religious orders but were subsequently rendered
in the vernacular and laymen began to take part. The earliest record of a mystery play
in England was about S Katharine and was performed at Dunstable about 110 by scholars
of Geoffrey the Norman who-later became sixteenth Abbot of § Albans in 1119, During
the middle ages the plays became very popular and thete was hardly a township that did
not possess its troupe of players mainly members of a guild as at York and Coventry,
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They were performed as a retigious exercise and also for the instruction of the common
people who mostly had to be taught by visual aids. Otriginally performed in the naves of
churches which in those days were mostly empty places such as many continental churches
are today and were used for public meetings an:r various otheruses. Naturally the most
popular biblical story was that of Bethlchem and thus they became known as Nativity
Plays, Unfortunately in time they degenerated into noisy affairs lacking reverence and
the sacred character first observed that the bishops were forced to forbid church pet-
formances and they were relegated to displays on carts usually in the market place. They
were as popular on the continent as in England and played an important part in the Chrigt-
mass celebrations in many lands. It is known that an elaborate nativity play was performed
in Rome in the 12th century and an equally elaborate one entitled “The Feast of the Star”
in Milan in 1338. The best known plays in England were ietformcd by the Guilds at
York and, Coventry and sections of these plays have recently been revived, In the reign
of Elizabeth I thcy virtually ceased to exist though in 1599 a play entitled “The Three
Kings of Cologne” was performed at Newcastle, The Commonwealth period witnessed
their final extinction as the Puritans stated they savoured of idolatry and what they called
Popery. It was not until the Restoration that drama in any form.was revived. Itis
interesting that the baking and eating of mince pies was also forbidden by the Puritans
and people suffered imprisonment for making them. The original shape of a mince pie
was oval to represent a cradle or manger and not round as today. The revival of nativity
plays in our time is just another aspect of what the Catholic Revival, just over a century
: ago, did for our church and our people. These plays are now performed by all and
. sundry many of whom would doubtless be surprised that Cromwell’s opinion was that
" they savoured of idolatry and Popery.

THE DUTIES OF A SERVER

Crucirer : The crucifier arrives at least fifteen minutes before the service, vests,
secures the cross, remains ready and in positicn to lead the procession. He should carry
the cross no more than necessary above his head, and with ﬁis right hand above his left.
He must avoid any “phony” positions as extending fingers along the pole, and extending
the arms at right angles with the pole. He is to carry the cross in 2 normal and comfortable
position. The crucifier walks slowly so that the choir may be close enough physically
to stay together musically, At the end of the service he should not replace the cross
in the chancel until after the candles ate extinguished.

Sprver : The server arrives fifteen minutes before the service, vests, lights the

candles, and checks with the priest or director fot any special instruction. He then stands
in position and waits for the procession to begin. All servers should wear dark polished
shoes ; shirt and tiejwhich willnot clash with the cassock, and a cassock long enough to
cover light trousers. )

v

t

GENERAL INSTRUGTIONS

Prepare yourself by praying that you may be wotthy of this calling to serve. Always
enter the church aware of the fact that you are chosen to serve at the altar of God.
+ Act with the utmost dignity and reverence in the church,
© Walk slowly.
When seated or kneeling do not slouch.
. Do not stare at the congregation.
* Follow the service in the prayer book in a loud audible voice. :
. Always remember that whether the congregation is large or small you are in the
presence of God.

c

Be teachable : Do not be too big to be shown yout mistakes, or required to serve in

any position.
Be a regular money contributing membet of the church.

Taken from literature of the Order of S Vincen? obtainable from the Director-General, The Revd

S Ruth, 324 East Union Street, Burlington, N.]J., U.S.A.
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The Bells of Bethlchem <  Photo by P D,‘kVamaj
THE CHRIST CHILD’S LULLABY L

by SypnEy W Hart
A 'galaxy of stars was in the heavens, - S
. On the eve of the Birth of the Babe: ~ ) o
! And, Mary — Beloved Mary praised the Lord, .

For the coming Babe . . .. )

Born in a stable, humble yet blest, '
The Child heard sweet music at Mary's "Breast ;

Held at Her bosom, the Prince — King of ngs

Coos at His Mother, while Mary sings . . .... .

"Tis the Christ Child’s Lullaby,

-A song of Love and Peace — ‘

Echoing through the ages, a carol never to cease;

" For Joy is in the Heavens, and Joy'is here on Earth :

A Message fot the seekers, spnngs from Our Dear Lotd’s Buth
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MOUNT ATHOS — THE MONKS' REPUBLIC

by Perer D. VARNEY

IN THE NORTH OF GREECE there lies 2 mountainous peninsula called
the Holy Mountain of Athos, a republic ruled by monks. Here are over
thirty monasteries situated either on the shores of the peninsula ot on
the mountainsides.

Monastic life on Mount Athos started as long ago as the tenth century. In many
of the monasteries churches and other buildings can still be seen of this period and litut-
gical music of the same age is still used. The Emperors of Constantinople, who nominally
ruled Athos, competed with each other in giving donations to found monasteries and by
the fiftcenth century there were forty large monasteries cach having a thousand monks.
When the Turks captured Constantinople they became the new overlords and later the
Russian Tsars tried to gain influence over the arca by establishing a huge monastery on
the coast which could have been made into a naval base.  Since the liberation of northern
Greece from the Turks in this century the area has been administered by the monks but
the Greek Government supplies a Governor and police force. In former times piracy
was a frequent occurrence as the monasteries contain valuable tteasures ; they are therefore
built for defence within square walls and towers. They have the appearance of a fortified
village for within the walls are churches, refectories and other buildings, while the monks
still live in cells built into the walls. The churches contain frescoes and icons of the saints
and biblical scenes which are many centuries old. In many monasteries there are icons
which are said to be miraculous and to have helped the monks when pirates attacked them.
The libraties contain many old and valuable books and manuscripts of the gospels.

A visit to Athos begins at the office of the bus company serving this part of Grecce.
It is situated in the depths of a gloomy cafe in Thessalonica. We waited there with peasants
carrying chickens and with monks from the mountain, After the fitst two hours the road
to Athos became a rough earth track and the bus slowed to walking pace as it crossed
potholes and the bed of a large river. After that the bus went along the sandy beach and
arrived at the village of Ireissos where the road ended and we did the next stage of our
journey by motor boat.

- By an ancient rule admission to Athos is restricted to males so that cows and chickens
cannot be found on the peninsula. Regulations also forbid radios and motor vehicles,
In addition we had to have a letter of introduction from the Ecumenical Patriarch in
Istanbul before the Greek police would allow us to embark on the boat and enter the
monks’ domain,

Life on the mountaln therefore goes on much asit has for a thousand years. After
a day’s walking one is welcomed in the traditional manner with a glass of spirits, coffee
and a sweet in the guest room. About 4 p.m. in the afternoon the service of vespers or
hesperinos is held.  Often the psalms are sung by two monks simultanccusly with each
using a different tone, A meal usually follows Vespers and is taken in the refectory in
monasteries which are cenobitic, or live in community according to the western pattern.,
Although meat is not eaten the monasteries grow a great variety of fruit and vegetables
and make their own bread and wine. A monk normally reads a devotional book during
meals. In some monasteries an idorythmic pattetn of life is followed and each monk is
allowed to provide for himself, eat in his own cell and follow his own spiritual rule. This
is a form of monasticism unique to Athos but the number of monks in these monasteries
today is declining rapidly. There are also ‘Skitis” and hermitages where only one or
two monks live together, We visited a Russian hermit who had been thete for over 40
years. He still reads English periodicals and is abreast of world events but he is a deeply
spititual monk and one carrying on the tradition of the famous hermit, Peter the Athonite,

As the Liturgy begins in the very early hours of the morning in most monasteries the
monks tetite soon after 7 p.m. The Byzantine chants which are still used on Athos
are a great contrast to English Liturgical music and when they are sung by well trained
monks the performance of the Orthodox liturgy is a great inspiration, Although neither
we as Anglicans or the monks themselves communicated at any time, after the liturgy all

received bread which is blessed by the celebrant and thus we could join in fellowship with

the monks.

A week is too short a time to make friends everywhere but there were monks who
were pleased to talk to us at all the monasteries. 1shall long remember the deep impression
made on me by the generous hospitality, the simplicity and the devotion of many of the
monks and the beauty of mountain and sea on the Holy Mountain of Athos.

‘ ' 8
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"'CHANTRIES
“by-the Revd A WILTSHIRE,
Vicar. df. Carlinghow

CHURCH OF S JOHN BAPTIST, COVENTRY

I HAD FULLY INTENDED that this series of articles should have
concluded with the September issue of THE SERVER, and those of you who
read the article will know that I indicated it to be so. However, I have
. .received various kind letters from readers expressing their interest.in the
series and, from.one reader in particular, information regarding a chantry
still in daily use, a chantry which be it noted has been in existence for
six centuries. o ‘ o

I was so intriguéd with the information supplied that, through the courtesy of the
editor, I have been allowed to write'an article on this particular church, S John the Baptist,
Coventry. The church was once described by the late Sir Gilbert Scott, the ‘eminent
architect, as one of the most beautiful in the country, but as T have said its history goes
back 600 years, it has seen many changes, has passed through many vicissitudes, but
thanks be to God still witnesses to His glory.

It had a royal foundation although originally it was not built as a parish church. :*
In 1342, Queen Isabella, widow of Edward II, granted to the' Guild of S John the Baptist
a piece of land called “Babbelak”. It was 117 feet long and 40 feet wide, and “a chapel
was to be built thereupon” in honour of God and S John Baptist”. It was to “have -

‘there two chaplains daily chanting masses and other divine services for the good estate
of the said Queen’s 'dear son the King and of her daughter the Queen Phillipa and for the
Prince of Wales (the Black Prince) during their lives, and for theit souls when they shall
have died and for the soul of the Queen’s dear lord, the late King of England . . . . .
and for the lives and souls of the brethren of the said guild ete.” ’

This document is preserved in the archives of the Coventry Corporation at S Mary’s
Hall and is dated May 7th 1344, : '

. As T have already said in previous articles the guilds of the middle ages, formed for
the protection of and the furtherance of their particular craft, also sought to show that

all activities of work and life should be consecrated to God. Their members swore to- - -

obey the guild’s rules and most important, to be bound to certain religious observances,
The Guild of § John Baptist was no exception. Formed in 1342 it grew in wealth and
ambition and was not content to have a chapel in.either of the two parish churches of
Coventry—S Michael’s or Holy Trinity-—as other guilds were. - |

 They wanted a chapel of their own ; thus their petition to Queen Tsabella, who, aware
of their aims, ideals and objects, readily granted the piece of land. At first a smail chapel
was built, most probably consisting of a nave, which was dedicated on May 5th, 1350.
We know that the Guild rapidly incteased in wealth and numbers; steps were therefore
taken for the creation of a larger and more stately chapel. The guild was helped in this
object by the Queen’s “valet” or steward, Willlam Walshtman, and he, with his wife
Christinia, undertook to add a south aisle. Some time before, Walshtman had acquired
“. the “Draperie”™ which was associated with the sale of cloth, and with it an unfinished
. chapel in Cheylesmore begun by one, Gylst Galleis, for the Draperie”, but Galleis died
before it was hnished. The materials of this building, with the revenues of the “Draperie””
were conveyed to the guild by Walshtman for the rebuilding of the chapel at Bablake,
and the name of Gylst Galleis was to be added to those specially remembered in their
devotions. . o ‘

In 1375 the work was commenced on the extensions to the chapel and an aisle was
included on the north side. The c¢hapel now consisted of 2 nave and two aisles. Tt is
recorded that a great helper in the rebuilding was William Wolfe the mayor. Further
aid for the guild’s efforts was forthcoming by the Queen’s grandson, the Black Prince.
This encouraged the guild still further as in all probability the prince’s benefaction enabled
the guild to erect on the adjoining land on the north-side of the chapel a college and
precincts, the staff to consist of “a warden, twelve priests and twelve singing men”—a
fairly large establishment for the times. The extensions to the chapel proceeded and the
chancel underwent considerable reconstruction. Transepts were added to the upper
storey, making the chapel cruciform above and triangular below. 1t is thought that the
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strong and massive towér, suppotted on four piets, was built about the same time—
“Setting the crown upon the guild’s efforts’”. All this was accomplished eatly in the 13th
century—later the building became known to modern times at Bablake church.

The chapel had by now become a collegiate church and was lavishly equipped with
everything of the highest craftsmanship and costly character, The church had five altars,
the high altar, and S John’s and Lady chapel as now with two more situated on the westetn
side of the towers piers, being those of S Katharine’s Guild and the Guild of the Holy
Trinity. A union of these guilds had taken place during the time the church was under
construction and tock the name of Trinity Guild. .

The festivities, obits and other anniversaries were observed: with great magnificence
and materially were extremely festive in chartacter, but the anniversaries of deceased mem-
bets became 50 numerons and so scandalous that they were at length testricted to two in
the year—the feasts of S John Baptist and S Peter. Attached to the old chapel on the
north-east side was a hermitage occupied by Robett de Worthin, a priest under licence by
the bishop. The doorway from the church intothe present choir vestry was the means
of access by the recluse to his cell. . '

In 1548, the guilds were suppressed, the warden and priests pensioned and the col-
legiate buildings with their revenues confiscated. The city authorities petitioned the King
for both prernises to be made over to them, that favour being granted at a rent of one
penny per annum, this being paid for nearly 200 years— The grant included ““All the
rents, profits and revenues of the said church with the bells, lead, iron, glass, jewels and
ornaments of every kind belonging thereto.” : . o

In 1608, the mayor, William Hancox “caused the church to be repaired, the floor
boarded, the windows glazed and some seats to be made”, for lectures to be given every
Saturday afternoon from 3 to 4 o’clock, “for 'the fitting of the people for the sabbath™,
These became very irregular and were finally discontinued. It is also ‘recorded that a
payment was made for “taking down a dead Christ from over the altar”—presumably this
means a cruciix ; and setting up the royal arms in its stead—the arms were removed during
the Cromwellian period. In 1648 the church was desecrated and used as a prison for the
Scottish soldiets taken at the battle of Preston, who shewed their resentment at theif
captivity by smashing all the windows and doing damage to the roof and to the fabric.
The '18th century saw a change in the fortunes of the church, for'in the .will of Simon
Notston, alderman, dated 2nd July 1741, he directed his son, Thomas Norton and his
heirs to whom he bequeathed upon trust all his lands and tithes in Biggon Holm'in the
parish of Clifton near Rugby, he stated that “in the event at any time, should-the church
at' Bablake be made a parish church, a tithe should be paid to the vicar and his successors’.
At length Simon Norton’s vision came true. The Bishop of Lichfield, in whose diocese
Coventry was situated, drew attention to the fact that the city was expanding and there
was a need for a parish chirch. . . o C }

‘An Act of Patlidment was secured, constituting S John’s a parish church and providing
some of the seats to be let for part of the incumbent’s stipend—Simon Norton’s tithe was
claimed also. From then on § Joh’s advanced from glory to gloty. It was enriched from
time to time with many generous gifts, such as the restoration of the large west window to
its formeér size and style, and through the efforts of the Rev William Drake, an elaborate
font, a copy of that in S Edward’s; Cambridge, with a carved canopy. was erected. In
1856, Mt George Gilbert Scott as he was then, was called in to inspect and advise on the
restoration of the fabric. The work was put in hand in 1858. - In 1878 a'new rerédos for
the high altar was given by the children of the Rev Thomas Sheepshanks, sometime rector
of § John's. - The sanctuary was beautified and a new lectern given and in 1903 a new
organ was installed and the Lady chapel was restored for use, the altar resting on the old,
foundations of its predecessor in guild times, S S .
*  Shortly before the Great War a new rectory was built and in-1922 a beautiful window
in S. John’s chapel was dedicated in memory of 98 men of the congregation and parish
who gave their lives in the war, S John’s observed its bi-céntenary as a parish church in
1934 when special services and festitivies were arranged. The. mayor and members of
the city council and other authorities attended .the main Sunday service with the Lord
Bishop of the diocese as the preacher. 'To mark the occasion, the great cast window given
by Mt R K Rotherham in 1860 was releaded and a new parochial hall was erected. It
was opened by the member of Parliament for the city, , C

In common with the cathedral, and other parish churches, S John’s suffered terribly
during the dark days of the blitz of 1940. The parish was reduced to a shambles, but at
the end of the war it still stood witnessing as always to the glory of God. = A second
tragedy of great magnitude struck the church in July 1945 in the shape of a disastrous fire’
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which destroyed a great part of the north-east end. With characteristic doggedness,
parish priest and people set to work to restore the church.  Much has been accomplished,
much still remains to be done. Next year, as you all know, there is to be a special festival
in the cathedral for servers, both G S $§ and others at the invitation of the Lord Bishop of
Coventry. This will be held on Saturday, October Gth 1952, and it will provide an op-
pottunity for many to see S John’s for themselves. In the meantime we can all help by
sending donations to the restoration fund to Bro W T Cheaney, 57 Kenpas Highway,
Coventry, who is, besides being Sccretary-General of G § §, also the treasurer of § John's
restoration fund. He, together with the rector, will be pleased to receive your donations,
but above all they will value your prayers for the church, which beginning as a chantry,
has stood fot 600 yeats to the glory ofy God, and for the parish and people which it still
serves.

GLIMPSES OF THE SUPERNATURAL

by the Revd “FarHER CrARLES”

IN THESE NOTES I have mentioned personal experiences, but I now
propose to relate happenings that are not entirely personal, but in which

others have had their part,

. For nearly 30 years I was incumbent of a country parish in the north of England.
Theére were two churches, one in ruins which contained Saxon wotk, and the other dating
from the forties of the last century, which stood on the site of earlier churches ; the records
showed that there had been at least two churches on the site before the present one. It
is important to remember this in view of a story that [ shall tell later on, According to
local gossip the two churches were accounted for by a supposed quarrel between two
sisters, each sister building a church to her own liking. It is remarkable how this legend
persists in nearly every place where two churches are near to each other; and another
queer thing is that it is always two sisters who are supposed to have quarrclled and never
two brothers. In the case of the parish of which T am writing, the two churches originated
in the division of the parish into two chapelries, each mother parish having provided a
chapel-of-case. Fach incumbent was supposed also to provide a priest to sesve the
chapel belonging to his parish, but in practice the two incumbents usually agreed on one
priest to serve the two chapels. At times there was no resident priest at all, and it seems
g_robable that for long periods the people of the place had no ministrations of any kind.

his had given rise to a local proverb which spoke of “T'wa churches, but niver a parson”.
The result of such neglect was to produce a patish of godless folk where there were
incessant feuds and quarrels. There was also evidence of such social inequality that it
could only be described in the words of Isaiah as “grinding the faces of the poor”. The
memory of “unhappy far off things” persisted and at times one became conscious of the
presence of what can only be described as “The spirit of the place”, On occasions this
“gpirit> manifested itself in hatred against the church. 1 have arrived in church for the
first mass on Easter morning and found all the candles removed from the altars. Twice
a memotial crucifix in the churchyard was thrown down and hroken. Once an attempt
was made to set the church on fire during the midnight mass of Christmass. At other
times the place seemed possessed by a gentler spirit, and often on a summer’s evening as
I have watched the smoke cutling f¥c_>m dozens of chimneys during the preparation of the
evening meal, there was a sense of the peace of God. Near the parish church there was a
grove of ancient trees, and according to one inhabitant these trees were evidence of pagan
tites, hefore that part of England was evangelized. Having given this brief history of
the place, perhaps what follows is not altogether surprising. A few years ago one read
in connection with the conquest of Mt. Everest, of the existence of a strange creature who
came to be known as “The Abominable Snowman”. The footprints in the snow puzzled
the explorers, but the generally accepted theory now appears to be that the tracks in the
snow were not made by a creature unknown to science, but theit strangeness was to be
accounted for by the action of the sun melting the snow round the footprints. In what
T am going to relate however, T do not think the sun could have accounted for what I saw
on two occasions, The chuchyard surrounding the ruined church had been consecrated
in the year 1349 at the time of the'Black Death.  One moring after a heavy fall of snow,
I had occasion to visit the old churchyard. There in the snow, were the imprints of a
child’s foot. They began near the north wall and went on for about six yards and then
stopped. If a child had been carried there, the footprints of another person would have
been shown, but there was nothing except the small footprints, On another occasion
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when snow had fallen I saw footprihts in the pathway to the church that was in usebut,

they wete footprints of someone coming from the building, for at that time we had been -

asked by the police to lock our churches at night, as thieves had been in the district who
were robbing collecmg boxes. 1 looked carefully for footsteps leading fo the church but
rione was to be seen. I should mention that this was just before 7a m and thc moon was
shining brightly so that I was well able to sec any footprints.

Weekday masses were usually celebrated in a small chapel to the :lght of the high
altar. This chapel could be shut off from the rest of the building except for a screen which
did not go up the whole height, of the arch. Consequently, anyone entering the church

during the celebration of mass in the chapel would have been able to hear something, -

One morning a man came to hear mass and he entered the church about ten minutes
before the service was due to begin.  As he walked up the nave he distinctly heard words
spoken, although he could not dlstmgulsh what they were. He thought he had mistaken

" the time and that I had started the service. As he got near the chapel the words ceased

to be spoken. He opened the door of the chapel and no one was there. * He thinks that

what he heard was the Latin mass of some mediaeval predecessor of mine, for, as T have -

said, the church, although built in the last century, stood on the site of a much older
: bulldmg which dated from 1450. 1 can offer no explanation for the strange things I
have recorded. They may be capable of perfectly natural explanations, you must form
your own opinions. [ hope in my next contribution to tell of some other strange happen-
ings in the same church.

CHAPTER’S GOLDEN JUBILEE
HIGH FESTIVAL AT ELY

SATURDAY, 30ra Sepremser, 1961 was.a highlight in the history of

the Cambridge chapter of S Etheldteda. Two of the original members

" with over one hundred setvers and nearly thirty priests took part in the .

fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the chapter at Ely cathedral.

The founders little realised that the celebrations would include a high mass with all-

its customary ceremonial before the high altar of the cathedral. The precentor, Fr E de
Longford, was the celebrant with' the chapter’s chaplain, Dr C C Keet of § Clements,
Caml ndgc, as deacon, and Fr F Harwood of S Peter, Ely, as sub-deacon. The proper
for 8. Etheldreda was sung and the music was led by a small choir of the-Cambridge
* chapter, also accompanied by a robin choir from the rood screen. The dean and other
members of the chapter were also present, besides four membérs of the Guild council.

In the afternoon before the dignified setting of the nave altar infront of the gilded -

Victorian screen under the lantern the Guild office was solemnly sung, the chaplain officiat-
ing wearing the Guild’s officiant’s cope, and two of the cantors also wearing the Guild’s
copes. A large number of friends also tock part in both this service and the mass besides
. the vested priests and brethren, .

The Bishop of Ely, the Right Rev Noel Hudson in his address spoke ‘of the need of
thanksgiving and rededication, thanking God for the high privilege of our vocation as a

server at the altar and as a member of the Guild, 'As the festival was near the feast of the

imgels he suggested that all should emulate by God’s grace three features of the angelic
 life
" 1.—The angels stand in the presence of God. We in this world should personally resolve
to enter and abide in the Divine Presence by the discipline of our pcnltcntlal and
prayer life.
2—The angels do God’s service, succour and defending us on eatth.’ 'We must not
only setve and Wotshlp at God’s altar but let it overflow into a life of service to all
God’s people. '
2.—The angels are messengers of God to man. Our service at the altar must stretch
out to bring all to the knowledge and love of God,
On this happy and important day he asked God’s biessing on the chapter—may He
- abundantly bless the Guild in all its ways.
" A great procession then took place around the nave and the service concluded with
a solemn Te Deum and the Bishop’s blessing.’
"Tea took place in nearby schools at which the group councillor, Brother Banyard
. congratulated the chapter on its festival to which Bro Royston, a founder membcr rep xed
A great and happy festival, .
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The Attention of Serﬁers
~and all Catholics

IS CALLED TO
THE WORK OF

“The Guild of all Souls"

Founded March 1873

A Devotional Guild for Intercessory Prayer for
the Dying and for the Repose of the Souls of
Deceased Members and all the Faithful departed.

An Inercession Paper of names of the Departed
is issued Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book,
for perpetual remembrance is issued each year.

Enquiries from :— -
The Rev. The Secretary,
~ G.A.S. Office,
39, Victoria Street,
WESTMINSTER, S.W.1.
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INSTRUCTIONS ON THE HISTORY, MEANING:

AND USE OF VESTMENTS AND INCENSE

“In every place incense shall be offered to my Name® (Mal.i. II). .
NOW, AS TO INCENSE—What it is? In the 30th chapter of Exodus,
verses 34-37, you will find the exact prescription for making it—statce, ot
helbane'; onycha, ot balsam galbanum ot sea- lavender, and the’ gums
of resinous trees.

by the Revd W H MAXWELL REnNIE

Dr Frere, the greatest of modetn liturgeologists, said that incense was adoptcd by
the Hebrews as commanded in Exodus; as a practical antidote to the smell of the.arimal
sacrifices ; and that thus is readily and naturally déveloped into a sacrificial symbol of
cleanness and sweetness—a parable in action:of the offering of a clean heart and a holy
life—typifying the penettation of man by the spirit of prayer and holiness; so that as
the grains of incense are flung upon the burning chatcoal, and the smoke thereof ascends
upwards, so our sins should be consumed in the first of divine love and our lives send
forth a sweet smelling savour—Like prayers ascending upwards to the throne of Géd.  What
an, inspiring and-moving parable to us—when we understand its symbohsm, and en-

deavour to correspond with its meaning in our behaviour-

In the ornaments rubric at the beginninig. of your prayet books, it.is stated ‘that “the
ornaments of the church that shall be retained and be i use in this Church of England b
this authotity of patliament in the reign of King Edward Sixth.” The thurible, or vessel,
in which incense is to be burned, is included in this list of ornaments retained and % be
in use. -

« It is clear, as you will find if' you tcad the British Encyclopaedla, that in the first
Christian 'services in the Catacombs incense was burnt. In the Church of England its
use has never been abolished by law.

As we have seen, its use was commandcd in the second book of the old testament ;
and in the last book of the old testament “in every place incense shall be offered to my Name
and a pure offering” (Mal. 1., 11-12), and most ccrtamly it was used from earliest days )
by the Christian church, Hlppolyms (A 0 199) in contemplating the end of the world,
wrote as follows : “At the consummation of the world, -churches will be overwhclmed
with grief as they witness the cessation of the sacrifice (pure offering) and incense.’

The great cl)r;utch of Eastérn Europe, the Holy Orthodox Church, acrually tegards
the Western Church as being heretical because they have low masses at which i incense is
no? used—they, the Orthodox Church, always use incense at all masses. .

In the new testament it is brought right before our notice in the first and last. books
of that catholic library, In Luke I, Zachatias is before the altar of incense when the
miraculous birth of John is announccd and we read. that the smell:of incense was the
first smell that greeted the infant nostrils of Our Lord, save that for of the sweet and sinless
body.of His Holy Mother. And in the Revelation (chapters 5 and 8) S John writes of
mcensc as being used by the holy angels—*“bowls full of incense—-the prayers of.the
saints.” His vision of the -heavenly worship was doubtless coloured by the normal
concomitant of worship here on earth at his time ; and the svhole-atmosphere of his great
vision is strikingly similar to that of our sung mass in cvery,way and matks the fulfilment
of the old prophecy of Malachi.

" How wonderful to think that here in our churches in these days we are doing What

‘every single saint of God in the calendar of the, Church of England prayer book was use

to in his life on earth. They smell, in heaven, 50 to speak, the same smell as they smelt

on carth, Incense is a great patable Tt must lift-up our eyes unto the hills. And when

we come-out of chutch out vety clothes,- the hairs of our gcads, tlll smell of that sweet

savour of the worship of Jesus.” And because we have been “wisé mén” and women,

who have obeyed the bible, as we leave the church we can still smell the incense ; and-
our minds go back to those few morments when the gates of heaven were opcncd and

we beheld the “Lamb of God slain from the foundation of the world”—when we offered

our chastity,love and’laughter and tears upon the fire of God's love, that’ they mlght

ascend to God, and be well pleasing to God.
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‘“IT JUST OCCURRED TO ME . . . .”

WHEN I PENNED MY NOTE about Bishop Ken’s hymn, I did not
consult any “authorities” for my assumption that the bishop supported
the dogma of the Immaculate Conception, as I should have thought it
obvious. However, Fr Lisney’s letter in which he claimed that “no-one
could possibly claim™ that, has sent me to that most valuable fountain of
mariological information, “The Blessed Virgin and all the Company of
Heaven” by Archdeacon Theodore Wirgman, D.D, (Cantab), published
by Cope and Fenwick in 1906. ‘

On page 49 he says, in a section of the Caroline Divines, ‘“In lines written on the
chitdhood of the Blessed Virgin, in “The Female Glory’, Stafford says :

For Eve's offence, not bers, she did begin
To learn repentance.

These lines:may be fitly paralleled with Bishop Ken's verses, written a generation
later, on the sanctification of the Blessed Virgin before her birth’ and then Dr Wirgman
grotcs the verse in question. He goes on, “Bishop Ken's thitd line (* and from #he moment

at her blood was fired’) may be paralleled with the words of the Decree of 1854, ‘in
primo instanti suae conceptionis’, while the whole stanza teaches the Scotist doctrine of
the Immunity in unmistakable language. The general trend of Stafford’s quaint devotion
points in the same direction, although his style is more obscure.”

Dr Wirgman claims that Dr Ken aligned himself with the Scotists as against the
Thomists. Fr Lisney claims the reverse, On page 36 {op cit.) however, he says, “There
is . . .. a weighty chain of authorities against the Scotist view . ... which includes
* the names of S Anslem, S Bernard, S Peter Damian, Peter Lombard, § Thomas Aquinas,

and his master, Albert the Great. All, however, were agreed upon the sanctification of
the Blessed Virgin before ber birth (which was true in a lesser degree of Jeremiah and § John
. Baptist) and upon her subsequent immunity from sin.  The University of Paris upheld
- the Scotist view, which was also adopted by the Franciscans, while the Dominicans upheld
the opinion of their own great theologian, S Thomas Aquinas™.

Dr Wirgman’s book can be sometimes picked up second-hand, and I for one wish
that the Society of Mary (which I seem to think was bequeathed the copyright) or some
publishing firm woul? reissue it.  There is nothing like it, As the author wrote,
“If all Catholics throughout the world could agree upon the relations of the Church
Militant with the Blessed Virgin and the Saints, a great stumbling block in the pathway
of corporate reunion would definitely be removed”. That is very similar to what Pope
gohn told Fr Colin Stephenson eaclier this year, that Our Lady of Walsingham would
yring about unity. Dr Wirgman wrote an equally trenchant book entitled “Foreign
Protestantism in the Church of England” which well repays study. Brought up to date,
‘this, too, is well worthy of a re-issue,

I have just finished reading Dom Anselm Hughes’ book on the Catholic Movement
in the twentieth century, entitled ““The Rivers of the Flood”, just published by the Faith
Press at 16/-. It is a long time since I have enjoyed a book more, and every member
of the Guild should tead it to become informed as to the recent history of that in which
we have our own patt to play. There is a most valuable chapter called “Putting on the
brake” exposing the “thus far and no farther” men, another one onthe Dearmerites, and
a very good account of the 1928 Prayer Book, and how it was intended by its framers to
be “an instrument for stapping disobedience™ rather than for “the provision of an enriched,
worthier, and more fitting vehicle for the worship of God in the Church of England”.
Some very true things atre said about the cliche “Jus Liturgicuns”, which is a late nineteenth
century term.  As Dom Anselm says, “to use this expression with the intention of implying
that all orders promulgated under the 1929 Policy are in reality sanctioned and authorised
by sci’:g‘c }:mcicnt principle, to which Catholics in particular must pay all possible respect,
is rubbish®. .

I have devoted these notes, the last for the time being, to books, as it is my contention
that all servers should be thoroughly well up in the faith, especially in dealing with the
Catholic position of our church, unreserved acceptance of which is demanded of all
members of the Guild. ‘ VIGILO.
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CHURCH TIMES

(Every Frlday. 4d)
| SPREADS THE .FAITH ;:_SPREAD§ THE NEWS

' lt is THE Church newsPaper ‘with the greatest o
circulation — the widest range- of Church news
at Home and Abroad. - o

--Regular Devotlonal Articles and. a' ‘weekly
‘'sermonette’’ help to answer questions on the
‘Faith. In addition a'specific personal problem Is
discussed each week. ‘

Speclal artlcles cover all aspects of Church lifé.
Every issue “includes. an informed Christian
commentary on the news, book reviews, a literary
competltion and a page. for chl'ndren

© The advertisement columns have thelr Interest
also. Announcements of Church Services, Clerical -
Livings and locums, Lay Workers, Situations,
Holiday Accommodation, Articles for Sale and
Wanted, appear every week. . :

‘The CHURCH TIMES
INFORMS S
TEACHES =~ -
" INTERESTS

" To avold dlsappolntrﬁeﬁt place a standing order with

your newsagent, or order. direct from the publishers,
G. . Palmer & Sons Ltd.,’7 Portugal Street, -London,
W.C.2, price 4d: (postage 24d.). Annual subscription
28/- ; Half-yearly 14/-; Quarterly 7/-.

17




THE 236th GENERAL COUNCIL

THE WARDEN, Father Fox, presided at the council held in London on
September 23rd 1961. The Chaplain-General, Secretary-General, Treasurer-
General, the Deputy Warden and the Chaplain to the Candidates for Ordina-
tion Fund and twenty brethren were present; apologies for absence being
received from nine others. o

Brother C F Shirren, of S Benet Biscop, Newcastle, was present.  He had just com-
pleted fifty years’ membership of the Guild and the council’s good wishes and congratula-
tions was extended to him. The Warden presented the grand councillor’s collar to Bro
Christophers,

Forthcoming events were noted, and the hope was expressed for better attendance
at some of the festivals. o

A list of some forty-nine chapters was considered. Many of the chaptets had seat no
returns of membership, officers or subscriptions and much inconvenience is caused.
Councillors were asked to help in rectifying matters and it is hoped that all chapter officials
. will endeavour to forward ali) the necessary returns as soon as possible after their annual

meetings. It would also help if group councillors were notified of chapter meetings.

A small committee was formed to review the present grouping of chapters to see
if any alterations would resnlt in a more efficient organisation. )

‘ In presenting the report of the candidates for Ordination Fund, Brother Edden said
that gifts had been made to sixty-four ordinands. £985 had been received from chapters
. but to meet all demands on the fund some £500 more would be required before the end'
of the year, It was regretfully noted that some thirty chapters still do not support this

. worthwhile fund,

The editor was congratulated on his recent silver wedding. Brother Varney asked
‘councillors and chapter secretaries to send him early notice of testivals to be included in
the ‘Forthcoming Events™ list.

The resignation of Brother Hare after twenty-five years’ membership of the council
was received with regret and the council cxpresse?its appreciation of his long and devoted
service. Bro Hare will still continue as THE SErRvER subscription secretary,

Brother E A Smith, of Accrington, had also resigned his councillorship and the
council were glad to note that he hadiecn accepted for holy orders.

In reviewing instances of fapsing chapters and difficulties arising in various Jalacc
the council were informed that through the enthusiasm of many members the Guild was
still progressing an d that many men of riper years were joining the Guild.

In singing the Guild office it was noted tﬁat the antiphons were usually sung in full
on all occasions, .

The next council will be held on January 27th, 1962.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30th,—11,15 am. §§ MICHAEL AND GEORGE,
+ Wilcox Road, Teddington., Procession, hgih mass and sermon. Preacher: The
Revd T A O'Neil, 8. Thomas, Shepherds Bush,
JANUARY 6ru 1962.—EPIPHANY FESTIVAL at § John’s, Watetloo Road, S W 1.
. 12.15p m Highmass. 3p m Guild office. Preacher, the Revd S H Jarrett, Chaplain-
- General, Clergy and servers robe in S John School, Exton Street, by 2.45 pm.
JANUARY 23rp 1962.—S. PANCRAS TOWN HALL, London, 7 pm. Speakers
. ont Christian Unity, Roman Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant speakers.
APRIL 23rp 1962 —~EASTERN AREA FESTIVAL at Huntingdon.
APRIL 28vu 1962.—EASTER FESTIVAL AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
S Michael’s, Golders Green, N W 11, "
OCTOBER 611 1962—COVENTRY FESTIVAL in the new cathedral.

OBITUARY

Another faithful member of the Guild with 40 years’ membership has passed to his
rest in Harry J] W HowsLL who died on October 12th. Bro Howell was a founder
member of the chapter of S Benedict, Uxbridge, and until health prevented was a regular
attendant at meetings. He was also secretary of the chapter for some time.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR = :. ‘ S
Sir,

With regard to “Serving Manners” may we not somctlmes make thc sign of the cross:
from right to left, in the orthodox manner?

Idoso frequently, and give a'thought to our orthodox brethren. Ialso say frequently
those prayers, 'Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on us”, orf Lord remembet me when Thow
comest in Thy Kingdom”. )

Incidentally, to stand with hands down at the side, facing east is for them a deﬁmtc-
attn:ude of worship. At the liturgy many will stand like this for an hour or more. :

Their devotion is amazing, especially to us who ate so used to the gcnuﬂccnons of
the west, and the short services of the mass. .

I would recommend to my fellow’ servers a visit to an orthodox church mLondon
(or elsewhere, if there are any) for the worshlﬂ of the liturgy, at least once a year. = * !

We do need to remind ourselves continually that the one, holy, catholic, and‘apostolic:
chutch does not consist solely of western Chrlstcndom ; the east are withus too. | =

E A MAUNDER. !

. Hove, 3

"Readers of CRUX wnll bc aware that an cffort is now on foot to’ complle a dxrectory
of churches where thére is the -assurance of a daily mass, 2 sung mass on Sundays and’
other normal catholic ministrations.

It occurs to me that members of the Guild might hcr.e render 2 great service by sénding’
information towards the compilation of such a directory, and I should be grateful for the"
comtesy of your columns to appeal for this necessary information.

1 should like the following particulars so far as possible, even though it may not
be found p0551ble to include all of them in the directory when finally publlshed—
Name of church and diocese.

Any necessaty directions for reaching it.

Sunday services and times.

Times of daily masses.

Time for confession,

Whether the blessed sacrament is rcserved pcrpetuall

Some indication as to the rite in use {e.g. ““western”, “B P” “interim” etc.).
. May 1 request that thase willing to co-operate in this way should send such informa-

tion to me as soon as possible?  Tti is hoped to publish a first edltlon in time for the summer

hohdzys in 1962.
Yours faithfully,

NemawPe

C R- BERESFORD
The Revd CR BERESFORD Editor of Crux; i
. Newborough  Vicarage, : ) ' :
Peterbotough, Northants.

THE GSS AUTUMN FESTIVAL

THE G S S autumn festival was held at the church of § Bamabas Wood—
ford, on Saturday, 14th October and formed part of the services. arrangedj
to mark the end of the jubilee year celebrations .of the chutch. -

At noon the high mass attended by some fifty members was celebrated by Fr Bmlcy,:
chaplam to the chapter of S George, assisted by Fr Mumby, vicar, as deacon and the sub-
deacon was Fr Groocock, of llford.

Over one hundred and fifcy, members and friends were present at the Guild office at
3.30 p m which ‘was ofﬁcnated‘gy Fr Stevenson, chaplain- to the COF. .

Fr Muniby in his excellent sermon C%m;'c some hard facts and much food for thought’
and prayer on the duties of servers-and their execution of those duties.

Taking advantage of the fine afternoon it was possible for the pzocessxon whxch
concluded the Guild office to circle most of the church lawns Thls was very.impressive
and an act of witaess t6 the locality.

- The benediction which fouowcd the Guxld office was oFﬁc:ated by Fr ]atrett and
concluded the festival services.

-~ Tea which was provided by wives and friends of chaptct mcmbers was held in the
church hall during which Bro Edden took the opportunity of giving a few facts and figures
relating to the COF.

T

19-



SOUTHERN COUNTIES FESTIVAL 1961

BY KIND PERMISSION of the dean, the Very Revd Walter Hussey,
the above festival was held in Chichester cathedral on Saturday 14th October.
Owing to an unfortunate misunderstanding this festival coincided with the autumn one
held at Woodford Green. Nevertheless some 120 servers together with a half a dozen
priests associate representing the chapters of the Holy Resurrection, S Joseph of Arimathea
and Saints Philip and Richard sang the Guild office to unaccompanied music, the service
being held in the nave due to reconstruction work being done in the choir,

The preacher was the Revd C R P Anstey, vice-principal of Chichester Theological
College. In his sermon Fr Anstey took his text from 1. Peter 1, 15,16 and contrasted
moral uprightness and' religious exactitude, both in the narrow sense excellent indeed
indispcnsalﬁc as adjuncts to the Christian faith but if becoming an end in themselves
resulting-in Pharisaism. The keeping of moral rules through- the gift of faith in Jesus
Christ enables it to live in God, to become God centred rather than self centred thus showing
the real meaning of ‘justification by faith’,

Following the sermon a procession presided over by the dean was made up the north
aisle to the shrine of § Richard of Chichester where a station was made. Proceeding
down the south aisle the procession made its way up the nave where the blessing was given
by the dean. So another very happy festival, which is now a regular feature in the life
of the three chapters, concluded, with joyful anticipation of renewing many acquaintances
and making new friends at next year’s festival. . )

Finally the arrangements were in the hands of the committee of the chapter of the
Holy Resutrection and thanks are due to all concerned who made this festival a very
worthy one. . ' :

O <

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

§ OSYTH, AYLESBURY AND DISTRICT

The chapter’s 34th annual festival was held on Saturday, 30th September, at S Mary
the Virgin, Wendover, Bucks. The Guild office was solemnly sung in_the presence of
the Bishop of Buckingham, with the chaplain, Father P Edwatds, officiating. Dom
Godfrey Stokes, o s B, was the preacher and took as his text Luke 22 v 19 *“This do in
remembrance of me”.

The church, which was decorated in readiness for harvest festival, was well filled

» with parishioners from surrounding districts as far away as Uxbridge, High Wycombe and
Slough, .
\ At the conclusion of the service some 40 priests and servers processed round the
interior of the church. The final blessing was given by the bishop. .
After the festival over 100 people were entertained to tea, which was organised by
‘ the wives of the members of the chapter assisted by ladies of the parish of Wendover,

L

THE HOLY GRAIL, BIRMINGHAM:

. The chapter continues to meet regularly and attendaace at meetings is maintained
at a high level.

" During the lighter evenings the oppottunity was taken of visiting some of the churches
attached to the chapter which for many members involved longer travelling distances than
usual.

We visited the church of § Stephen, Rednal, the church of § Mary and S Bartholomew,
Hampton-in-Arden, and the church of S James, Shitley. On the latter occasion we,
together with wives and friends, were afterwards entertained by Bro Jack Mould, who
allowed us to stroll round his gardens before partaking of quite a spread of refreshments.
The chairman thanked Bro Mould and his wifl: for their hospitality and generous support
of the chapter,

20




The numerical strength of the chapter is increasing, and invitations to sing the Guild
office in churches not previously vmted (ot not v1s1ted for some considerable time) are
a healthy sign,

S CLEMENT, LYMINGTON, AND THE NEW FOREST

The abbey church of Beaulieu provided a unique setting again, on September 7th—
the eve of the nativity of Our Lady—for the 7th annual pilgrimage service of solemn
tgcx‘lxcslong and devotions, held for parishioners, membcrs of the Church Union and the

ui

Led by the Revd R W Stephenson, rector of Holy Trinity, Millbrook, and assisted
by the Revd K E Jarvis, vicar of Beanlieu, a large number of visiting clcrgy and servers,
from Winchester, Southampton, Bournemouth, Lymington, Parkstone and Blandford
Forum, not to mention a vast congregation, took patt in the service,

As the beautiful plainsong setting of the psalms and canticles echoed round the former
monks’ refectory (now the parish church) it seemed as if the voices of those long dead
were joining in the present worship. Their prayers, too, mingled with the presentday
prayers that mounte with the incense to the throne of God. “My prayers shall mount
up with the incense”, Thusthe old testament priests and thus, unbrokén, our invocations
continue as a sweet smellmg savour to the Creator,

‘Past and present was also the theme of the sermon, preached by the formcr provost
of Blackbum, the Revd William Kay, M c, “our. tradmon and our liturgy comeé from the
past”, he said, “but our hopes nd strength must lie in the future”. . “The Church Union
‘had long prescrvcd the vital tenets of the faith”, he continued, “but it must not be content
with this. There must be a looking out and a lookmg forward”. :

A blaze of candles on the altar priests and servers kneeling before The Most Holy,
and the setvice was concluded.-

For a brief space Beaulieu had come back into its own and Our Lady smiled as she
looked down upon the departing worshippers from her niche.

The collection from goth services together with a donation from the proceeds of
the tea resuited in over £11 for the COF.

We of the chapter of § George were pleased to welcome the Secretary-General and
six members of the council who with members from chapters some considerable distance
away as well as local were able to be present and to take part in jubilee year. .

It was regretted that the Warden was unable to be with us'as he was conducting a
pilgtimage abroad.

S BENEDICT, UXBRIDGE

After a lapse of several years the .chapter held a festival at § Andrew s church,
Uxbridge, by permission of the Revd ] Carr on Saturday, October 22nd, when visiting
servers and friends joined us. .

The Guild office was solemnly sung, the Revd ] Carr officiating, followed by pro-
cession and benediction, the Rev | D Curson, chaplain officiating at this,

The collection was given to the COF. .

After the service tea was served in the parish hall.-

S STEPHEN HARDING, BLANDFORD FORUM

Membess of the chapter together with those of the chapter of A Aldhelm, Weymouth,
visited the church of § Mary, Dorchester, on the feast of the Assumption: for Guild office
and procession,.

The Revd Martin Brown officiated with members of the Weymouth chapter carrying
out the ceremonial, whilst Blandford provided the organist and cantors.

Ladies of the congregation of 8 Mary’s served refreshments in the parish hall after-
wards and a pleasant time was spent, the people of Dorchester making everyone very

welcome.
$ LUKE, KETTERING

A festival was held on the eve of S Luke’s Day at the church of § Michael and All
Angels, Kettering. The office was solemnly sung by the chaplain, Fr Eric Ford, and the
sermon was preached by Canon H G L Roberts, rector of Kettering, about 50 servers
being present. There ate now 48 members of this chapter, drawn from the towns of
Kettering, Wellingborough and the surrounding countryside. The Guild office has
been sung every ronth this year, and the average attendance is 42.

A requiem mass for departed members of this chapter was sung at § John’s church,
Kettering, on Tuesday, November 14th. .
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S LAWRENCE, READING

The annual general meeting was held in October at § Mary, The Butts, Reading.
Fr Wyham Egar, the incombent, addressed the chapter on the Hol?' Angels. Fr G
Richardson was re-elected chaplain and Brothers Canterbury and Waolgar secretary and
treasurer. A magazine secretary was appointed. .

The winter offices will be held in S Lawrence, Reading, on the first Monday in each
month, The chaplain gave an address on the saints at the November office, One member
of the chapter, Bro Graham Holly, is to be made a deacon in December,

S THEODORE, FOLKESTONE
Founded in 1932, becoming defunct in the last war, revived in 19{9 and in abeyance
in 1954, the chapter has again been reformed with Fr | D G Reeve, of S Saviout's as
chaplain and Fr § Clarke assistant chaplain, Bros G F Townsend as treasurer and A R
Moore as secretary. It is hoped to resume the  Guild office in January and to become a
fiest class, lively chapter,

NORTH-WESTERN CHAPTERS FESTIVAL -
The North-Western chapters festival was held at the church of the Most Holy and

' Undivided Trinity, Bury, Lancashire, on Saturday October 28th. It was the turn of
* the 8 Crispin chapter to be hosts to visiting brethren and friends. The day began with 2

high mass at noon, sung by Fr D Nicholls, vicar of Holy Trinity and chaplain of the local
chapter. During the afternoon a short business meeting was held when the brethren
heard with regret of the resignation of Bro E A Smith, of § Barnabas chapter, Blackburn,
as area councillor. Bro Smith has given long and devoted service to the Guild throughout

. the north-west and further afield, and he takes with him the best wishes of the brethren

as he goes forward to prepare for ordination. He hopes to be ordained during 1962 by

: the Bishop of Blackburn.

After tea had been served the brethren vested in the parish hall, and walked in pro-

' cession, headed by thurfer, crucifix and lights, to the church for solemn Guild office,

sermon, procession and benediction. We were most fortunate and indeed very gratefu
to have Fr P. E Blagdon:Gamlen, vicar of S Bartholomews, Derby, to preach to us. He
took as his theme “Christ the King”, and related this subject to present day conditions in
the church, urging all present to defend catholic principles and privileges and make Christ
the only king of each heart and life. We shall remember with gratitude his words of
challenge and encouragement to our festival of 1961, Following the procession, benedic-
titn of the most holy sacrament was given, bringing our happy day to a very fitting close.
Collections during the day were given to the Guild’s Ordination Candidates Fund.

L
|
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OUR LADY & S PAUL, HUNTINGDON

A presentation of a cheque was made to Bro B Brudenall, who has celebrated his
golden jubilee as 2 member of the Guild.
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A CREED OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

by JARED Srarks MOOCRE, PH.D,

Professor of Philosophy at Western Reserve University and a
communtcant of § James's church, Cleveland

I BELIEVE that in the blessed sacrament of the altar, through the operation of
the holy spirit, our Lord Jesus Christ is versily and indeed present, in a mystical and
wonderful manner, inhis risen and glorified body, in the fulness of his humanity and the
fulness of his deity, under the forms of bread and wine, as truly as he was during his earthly
life in Palestine, according to his promise to be with us even unto the end of the world ;
and that he is there to be worshipped with as real devotion as he is eternally adored by all
the saints and angels on his heavenly throne. :

I BELIEVE that in the holy sacrifice of the mass our Lord offers himself to his father
for us men and for our salvation, the lamb slain from the foundation of the world, that
taketh away the sins of men. I believe that this is the one, true sacrifice and oblation
which was once offered by the eternal Son of God upon the cross of Calvary, and which
he is continually pleading before his Father in heaven, through which alone we ate made
worthy to approach God now, and in which is all our hope for union with him hereafter.

"AND I BELIEVE that in the sacrament of holy communion, he who is the living
bread, the food. of angels and the wine of salvation, comes into our souls to strengthen
us with his indwelling presence, to refresh us in this our earthly pilgrimage, to purify
us from sin, and to prepare our souls and bodies for eternal life; in the strength of which
meat I live, and in the faith of which may God Almighty presetve me ; to whom, Father,
Son and Holy Ghost, be eternal praise, adoration and thanksgiving, by all his faithful
ones, now and forever. Amen. . -

CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION FUND

Founded in 1904 to assist members of the Guild in their training for Holy Orders,
at such, training colleges at home or abroad as are in full sympathy with the objects of
the Guild. ' )

Many of the Guild candidates have been ordained, and others are at present completing
their training.

A latge sum is needed each year, and it is sought to raise this chiefly by small weekly
contributions from 1d upwards from the members of the Guild, but donations, latge ot
small, will be welcomed from any churchmen who have the needs of the church at heart,

This fund is kept entirely separate from the Guild funds, so that the whole of the money
received is devoted to the purposes of the fund.

Collectors are responsible for teceiving contributions ftom any of the servers of the
church where they serve and, while the support of the fund is of course entirely optional,
al] the setvers should have an opportunity of contributing regularly. Other members of
the congregation may be invited to subscribe, but great care should be taken not to interfere
with any local or parochial funds.

It is specially desired that contributions should be taken weekly, or at any rate sonthly
so that the interest of subsctibers may be maintained.

Money received should be remitted to
THE SECRETARY G.8.8.-COF, 9, STANLEY ROAD,
 GILLINGHAM, KENT,
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Only about one Seventh of the members
of the G.5.S. subscribe regularly to

Obe Server

This is YOUR magazine and the only
one devoted entirely to Servers and
their work and interests

Please try and introduce the maga-
zine to at least one subscriber in

19¢1.

Subscription is 3j- per annum post
Jree
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(. BRITTON and SON
Change of aAdcli-eés
Owing to re-develoémenli we haﬁ;: moved to

53 ROBERT STREET, N.W.r.

(This Street is the next Street parallel to
William Road)

Telephone number unchanged, Euston 2576

Agents for Diadem Craft Silver and Brassware
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MOWBRAYS
CHURCH SHOPS

*

Devotional Books
Servers’ Manuals
Cassocks and Surplices
Albs and Cottas -
Sanctuary Requisites
Candles
Incense and Charcoal

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION

**
LONDON - - - 28. MARGARET STREET, W.I
OXFORD - 35 PEMBROKE STREET, ST. ALDATE’S
CAMBRIDGE - 14 KiING's PARADE
LEEDS - - . - - 5 ALBION PLACE
BIRMINGHAM - - 39 CANNON STREET
MANCHESTER - - 44 BRAZENNOSE STRERT

LUFRS, PRINTURS. §LOUCGH




