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EDITORIAL ‘ a

THE LOVELY DAYS of early summer, the relaxation of our holidays
have exhilarated us and at the same time given one a feeling of wellbeing,
Almost complacency? Satisfaction with things as they are—maybe as
we would wish them to be? The present danger in the church in England
is lethargy—complacency. Many aré happy (and tightly so) with the
presentation of the catholicity of our church in their churches. But will
it always be so?

The deliberations of the Lambeth Conference have it seems, been soft
pedalled. Reunion schemes, miles away in other continents, are rarcly
heard of. Revisions of the church’s laws ate persuasively put. These all
materially affect every member of the Guild, whether in England or over-
seas. ‘The church’s faith is in danger. : :

A prominent Nonconformist deplores the fact of a minority (Anglo-
Catholics) pérmeating the thought 6f the Chutch of England, making a
‘protestant’ church catholic. Wrongly he states. Reunion schemes in North
India, Ceylon, and Africa have encroached on Scotland and England.
Presbyterians do not want bishops. Methodists deploring theit declining
membership allow the church to shate a chapel.

What do we do? The hpljfting experience of Walsingham on Whit-
Monday must have thrilled the thousands present. May we go forward
with Our Lady’s prayets, proclaiming the full faith of our church winning
the world for God.

In response to our appeal we are most grateful to Brother Rever for
undertaking the distribution of our magazine, and only hope that he will
not have too many queries to deal with. Attention ‘is drawn to the "
Revised Edition of the Guild Office. Every member should obtain a copy
and so ensure the uniform rendeting of out beloved office.

The Revised Guild Office

WITH PLAINSONG NOTATION

Obtainable from the Secretary-Generél

1/6 each (post free)

The amendments vagreéd by the General Council are
incotporated and chapters are asked to order copies
for their members to ensure the uniform rendering
" of the Office. L




National Pilorimage
toWalsingham
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WhitMonday 1959

WHEN THE HISTORY of the return to Walsingham is written by some
future historian, the National Pilgrimage last Whit-Monday will surely
have an honoured and significant place, equally to be mentioned with the
setting up of the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham in the parishchurch
in 1921, its translation to the Holy House in 1931 and the 1938 opening of
the extensions comprising the present pilgrimage church.

For this year’s pilgrimage was not only great in numbers but it was organised on a
national scale by a national society, and the Bishop of the diocese was formally represented
by his suffragan. It was also the first large pilgrimage to take place since the appointment
of the new administrator, who is licensed to the oversight of the shrine by the Bishop
of Norwich and thus has an accepted and legal status as such in the Church of England.

The story of the national piFgrimage would not be complete without a mention of
the all-night vigil of prayer kept in the Holy House on the eve of Pentecost by the President
of the Chutch Union, the Hon Patrick Maitland, Master of Lauderdale, and M P for
Lanark, With a group of pilgrims he kept the Pentecostal Vigil until 5 a m, when they
left the Holy House and walked out to the Roman Catholic shrine in the Slipper Chapel
at Floughton § Giles, 1} miles away. OQuiside the chapel they knelt and prayed for unity,
then walked back to Walsingham and the first mass of [g’entccost, barefooted and in silence.

But for the majority of pilgrims Whir-Monday was the great day., Coaches from all
parts travelled all through the night, converging on Walsingham in the early hours,
The first to artive was from Accrington, followed by another from Blackburn. "Another
came from a parish west of Plymouth.

As the coaches unioaded at the shrine the priests of the party vested and said mass
for theitr group. Those who have queried the neced for the sixteen altars in the pilgrimage
church would have seen their necessity that morning ¢ at one time fourteen masses were
in progress at the same time.

During the morning more and mere pilgrims arrived, to make their visits to the
holy house and the holy well where priests were on duty sprinkling the long queues of
pilgrims. The confessionals were also manned. Members of the Guild including several
councillors were noticed, and many werc on duty as stewards. Among pilgrim priests
was the Chaplain-General, Fr Jarrett.

Towards noon people crowded into the grounds of the house known as ‘Walsingham
Abbey” built on the site of the former Augustinian priory. Against the ruined arch of
the splendid east window of the canon’s church an altar had been set up under a canopy
and bannets of pilgtim parishes were ranged hehind ic,

At 12.45 the uarcfians of the Shrine, priests and distinguished Inymen, in their blue
mantles, escorted the statue of Qur Lady of Walsingham from the Holy House to the
abbey grounds. The statue was borne on the shoulders of four local parish priests, vested
in dalmatics. In this procession walked the Bishop of Thetford, the Right Revd M P G
Leonard (who has been a contributor to Tur Server), vested in cope and mitre of cloth
of gold. He was attended by two deacons of honour, local parish priests, and his familiari
were four boys from Quainton Hall School, Harrow, As he passed the crowds knele
for his blessing. The statue was set up in a place of honour behind the altar.
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As this splendid procession, which was singing the Litany of Our Lady, atrived at-
the altar, it coincided with the celebrant’s procession which had set out from the patish
church and made its way alony the Sunk Road and the front enttance to the abbey grounds.
The celebtant was the chairman of the Church Union Executive Committee, Fr Colin
Gill, vicar of S Martin’s, Brighton ; the deacon was Fr Bernard Markham, vicar of S
Benedict’s, Ardwick, Manchester, and the sub-deacon was the new parish priest of Wal-
singham, Fr Alan Roe. By a stroke of. genius the altar party comprised two coloured
and two white servers, all supplied by the parish of All Saints’, Notting Hill, the scene of
the recent racial disturbances. The choir was from S Peter’s, Streatham. )

The vast congregation of nearly 5,000 stood for the mass, kneeling on the green
turf for the consecration. After the mass, Fr Colin Stephenson, the new administrator
of the Shrine, preached the sermon, in which he paid tribute to the sacrificial life of his
predecessor, Fr Hope Patten, and reminded us how things which often seemed small and
insignificant grew in God's good time into mighty influences. He urged us all to take
back with us the resolve to give ourselves sacrificially to His service.

‘Then the Aagnificat was sung by all, while the altar was censed by the Bishop of
Thetford, who then gave us his episcopal blessing. .

"Then once more the statue of Qur Lady of Walsingham was lifted up on the shoulders
of priests of the diocese of Norwich, and bishop, clergy, servers and guardians made
their way in procession along the Sunk Road, past the parish church of 8 Mary and through
the .village street to the shrine, the great crowds falling in behind them.  As it went the
Walsingham pilgrimage hymn with its repeated _Aves and the well known Lourdes melody
was sung in strong unison by the marching pilgrims.

Only a fraction could obtain admission to the shrine and the procession stood, a
solid block, right up Knight Street, passing the pilgrims’ hospice, across the Common
Place with its medieval conduit house and along the High Steeet.  The Aver gave way to
‘0. Saving VVictins and Bencdiction of the Blessed Sacrament was given both inside and

-outside the shine, whilst the pilgrims stood with bowed heads or knelt on the dusty

roadway.

Then there was tea for-weary pilgrims, visits for-private prayer to the Holy House,
whete our Lady of Walsingham had been re-enthroned and to the Blessed Sacrament in

the pilgrimage church and in the parish church which many visited to pray for the new

vicar, just beginning his ministry there, Others flocked to the shrinc shop for cards,
medals and souvenirs, and the more hardy walked out to the lovely 14th century Slipper
Chapel where the Roman Catholic shrine is housed. Some just sat on the grass and
rested,

Then the coaches began to fill for the homeward journeys. (One priest from the
north told me his party were due in at 5 a mthe next morning, in time for his people to
catch public transport to work) Local cletgy wete returning home by car, on scooters
or even on cycles. Gradually Walsingham emptied but as the parties travelled home
through the cvening thc thoughts of all pilgrims, however tired, must have been of
gratitude to Almighty God for the opportunity of taking part in this great act of worship
and witness, in gratitude for the Catholic Revival in our communion and for the restoration
of Walsingham as one of the living shrines of Christendom. And their thoughts, too,
must have been of Walsingham with the worshp and devotion of the shrine still going -
on each day and there will be few who will not return at some time to this shrine of the
Mother of God, set in the beautiful Notfolk village of her choice. :

OBITUARY
FREDERICK JOHN COLYER, PRIEST-ASSOCIATE

The sudden death of Father Colyer on Jﬁne 19th came as a shock to many peoplein

. Dorset and beyond. Both at Weymouth as vicar of S Paul’s and later at Shaftesbury as

rector of S James, he took a great interest in the Guild, .

Vespers of the dead and absolutions at 8 p m on June 23rd and a tequiem the following
morning took place at § James, the officiant being Fr O A Shiner, at one time vicar of 5
Francis, Bournemouth and an old friend of the late Fr Colyer.

The Bishop of Sherborne conducted the funeral office and the body was taken to
Bournemouth for cremation, As a young man Fr Colyer was a server at the altar of S
Luke’s, Boutnemouth, and thronghount his life was always happy with a crowd of young

men.
RIP
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S ALBAN

by the Revd A Wrinpshire

SOME THIRTY MILES to the north-west of London, there lies the ancient
town of St Albans, known in Roman times as Verulam, and just slightly
apart from the town, occupying a commanding position on a green slope,
is the cathedral church of S Alban, within whose fabric is the shrine of the
proto-martyr of Britain, the subject of this article.

As I have said, to 8 Alban belongs the honour of being Btitain’s {irst martyr for the
faith, and one of the most remarkable facts connected with him is that he had only just
become a convert to Christianity when he entered the ranks of the church’s martyrs.

His home was in the Roman city of Verulam, which was proud later to change its
name to that of St Albans in honout of its illustrious son, and to this home, during the
persecution of the church under the Emperor Diocletian, came a priest named Amphibalus
of Caerleon, seeking shelter. At this time S Alban was not a Christian, but he gave
protection to the fugitive, and notin% the hours the priest spent in prayer and devotion,
made enquiries of him which in turn led to his being instructed in the faith, and in a short
time § Alban became a Christian. As one might well expect, he was denounced as a
protector of Christians and the governor sent soldiets to search his house,  § Alban
however was not dismayed, and exchanging his clothes with the priest, arranged for him
to hide in safety. Robing himself in the garments of the pricst, he awaited the coming
of the soldiers, who, when the search was completed, took him before the governor.
Ordered to sacrifice to the gods he refused, neither would he disclose the whereabouts of
the priest; he was condemned to death, and taken to the top of a hill overloaking the
city for the sentence to be carried out.  So died 8 Alban for the faith and the church
honours him on the 22nd June.

Many legends grew up around the name of the mattyr, one to the effect that the night
after his burial a clear stream of light came down from Heaven and rested on his grave ;
angels hovered found the light singing “Alban the glorious man, is a noble martyr of
Jesus Christ”, Many people witnessed this vision and were turned from their heathen
gods and converted to the faith.  On the spot where 8§ Alban was martyred a chapel was
built, only to be destroyed during one of the Danish invasions of the 6th century, but
towards the end of the 8th century, Offa, King of Mercia, founded a monastery on the
site, and the relics of the mareyr, which had been hidden for safety, were suitably enshrined .

The fourteenth Abbot of the monastery, Paul of Caen, built a fine Norman church,
using among his materials Roman bricks from Verulam (the red tinges in the fabric clearly
seen in the tower comes from these bricks), and the monastery quickly became the most
important Benedictine house in England. Throngs of pilgrims visited the saint’s shrinc
and there were also several royal benefactors.  Henry I gave a bracelet, some rings and
embroidered palls, Edward I an image of silver gilt, Edward 11l gave valuable jewels and
Richard I “a necklace of precious stones for the Virgin whose image stands in the west
end of the shrine”.

Several times the shrine was relicved of its treasures, twice to purchase food for the
poor after famine, and on another accasion, for the purchase of the manor of Brentfield,
nevertheless the shrine was re-crected after these incidents, and each time the shrine became
more magnificent than the preceding.

In 1302-1308 Abbot John rebuile the whole structure on which the reliquary rested,
and this remained until it was so thoroughlg destroyed at the Dissolution, that all traces
of it were thought to have vanished. In 1857, however, some beautifully worked frag-
ments of Putheck marble were found, and some years later more fragments were discovered.
In all some 2,000 picces were found, pieced together and the shrine re-crected in its old
position castwards of the high altar and westward of the retro-choir.

As 1 have said, in the past the shrine was visited by many pilgrims, now it is the
turn of this age and generation. The lead has been given by the diocese of § Albans
who year by year arrange a pilgeimage to the shrine of their patron saint. The shrine is
not a %reat distance from London and members of the G S S should, if possible, visit
this hallowed spot. Perhaps readers of THE SErRVER may be drawn to make the pilgrimage
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and, if that is the case, there is much to be prayed for at the shrine of the martyr, For
the vnity of Christendom, for the peace of the world; for the needs of others and for
oneself. Pray too for all who belong to the chapter of § Alban and for the clergy and
congregations of all churches under his patronage, but most especially, for § Albans,
Holborn, that theitr appeal may bring in the money they so badly need so that their well
known and widely loved church may be re-built to the glory of God. .

Lastly pray also that the example of S Alban may be a shining light to all Christians
that they may have the will, the courage and the strength to uphold the Faith in a
materialistic and indifferent world, ) . ’

CORPUS CHRISTI, 1959 :

FOR THE FIRST TIME in many years the Guild visited Birmingham
for the Corpus Christi Festival and it was a privilege and a great joy to
the members of the Guild in Birmingham to welcome the Warden, Fr Fox,
the Chaplain-General, Fr Jarrett, the Secretary-General, and the Treasurer-
General ; several members of the Guild Council and brothers from all
parts of the country. ’ ' .

The services in the morning and afternoon were held at S Albans church, Conybere
Street, This church built by the Frs Pollock was one of the pioneer churches of the
Catholic movement in Birmingham.

High mass was celebrated by Fr Stock, assistant priest at S Albans, assisted by Fr
Harding, vicar, as deacon and Fr Williams, chaplain H M Prison, Birmingham, as sub-
dcacor_l. The singing at the mass was hy the S Albans choir under the direction of their
otganist.

After mass, the Warden, the Chaplain-General and members of the council were
joined at lunch by Fr Harding, Br Stock, Fr Husbands, Fr Henley, chaplain of the chapter.
of Christ the King, ‘Birmingham, Fr Parslew, for many years chaplain of the chapter of
The Holy Grail, Birmingham, Mr James Barwell, ] P, chairman of Church Union in
Birmingham, and Bro R Edge, secretary of chapter of the Holy Grail.” At lunch Fr
Harding on behalf of the visitors stated how delighted they were to meet and have lunch
with the Warden and members of the Guild. Lunch over, fast cats took the party back
to S Albans Church, where at 3.30 p m the Guild office was sung, the officiant being the
Chaplain-General. ‘The sermon was preached hy Fr Husbands, vicar of S James,
Wedneshury.

Then followed the procession of the Blessed Sacrament, during which the hymn
‘Laud O Sion’ was sung. Four members of the council held the canopy ovet the Blessed
Sacrament which was carried by the Warden with Fr Crusha as deacon and Fr Henley as -
sub-deacon. Benediction followed.

Abhout twenty priests and two hundred and fifty vested servers from all parts of the
country were present in addition to a large congregation which included members from
the CB S, S OM and Church Unien.

‘Tea was taken in 8 Albans schools, during which Bro N F Knight, group councillor
for the atea, on behalf of the members in Birmingham and district thanked the Warden
and the Chaplain-General for honouring us with their visit and also the members of the
council and the brothers from other parts of the country for their support. The Warden
in reply thanked Fr Harding for the use of § Albans church and for all the excellent arrange-
ments made for the festival and said how much he and the visitors had enjoyed the day.

Fr Harding replied that he on his part had been most happy to have us all at St Atbans.
It was a most glorious festival and will be long temembered by all who attended the

" services.

CHESTER FESTIVAL

Six hundred servers attended a festival service in Chester cathedral on May 30th, at
which Fr Mercer preached. In the absence of the diocesan the Bishop of Stockpert .
presided and gave his blessing,. . -
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A PHILATELIC CALENDAR OF
HOLY DAYS

ADDENDA
by N C BaLpwin

SINCE MY LAST ARTICLE in December,
1958, there have been several issues of stamps
which will help to fill vacant leaves, and
there is one error to correct. In the issue
of March, 1958, S Edward’s Crown watermark
on Great Britain stamps current since 1955,
was suggested for March 18th, S Edward,
K & M. This should have been ailocated

- to October 13th, Translation of King Edward

the Confessor, and T am indebted to a cotrespondent for pointing out the

error.  Mea culpa! Since 1957, S Edward’s Crown watermark has been
introduced for Colonial issues, and the paper used for some of these may
show the watermark more distinctly than does the Great Britain issue,

‘The new-issues are as follows : ’ '
Fel, 5th  § Agatha. Liechtenstein 20 ¢ issued [Dec 4th, 1958 depicts S5 Agatha and -
S Maurice ; the latter, however, is not commemorated in the Anglican Calendar.
July 19¢h S Vincent de Paul. ‘This too is absent from our calendar but for those who include
the more important days of the Roman calendar, there was an issue of Franee on Dec
6th, 1958, depicting the saint on the 15 f denomination.

August 10th 8§ Laurence. - On May 25th, 1959 Vatican City released a set of six denomina-

tions in commemoration of the Valerian Martyrs. Only S Laurence (15 1} of
3he six saints depicted, appears in the Anglican Calendar. ;
November 30 § Andrew. S Andrew’s Cross is incorporated in the designs of the 3d
and 1/3 denominations from the Scottish Regional Lesne of last autumn, :
December 8th  Conception of the BV - Mary. On April 16th, 1958 Izaly issued two
denominations : 15 1 and 60 | depicting a statue of the Holy Virgin of the Immaculate
Concepticn.  On the feast itself,) Philippines issued a 5c stamp depicting the Immacu-
late Conception and Manila Cathedral to commemorate the inauguration of the
} Cathedral, . B » Co
December 25th *Christmas Day. On October 15th 1958 Christmar Iiland (Aunstraiia)
issued a set of 10 stamps overprinted “Chtistmas Island”. :
Ausiralia issued a Christmas set of two on Nov 5th, 1958 : 34d and 4d depicting
*““The Nativity™. s .
Good Friday  Eenador issued two denominations, 30c and 15,70 depicting ““The Virgin
of Sotrows” on April 27th, 1958, . :

Spanish  Guinea issucd two .denominations,
15¢c and 70c on June 2nd, 1958 in aid of the
Native Welfare Fund; these depicted the
Crucifixion, . :

Belginw issuc a 1 f denomination on Oct 30th,
1958 depicting “Carrying the Cross”.

Christ the King. Germany (Berlin issue) of Aug
13th, 1958 for German .Catholics’ Day con-
sisted of 10 pf and 20 pf depicting Christ and
symbols of the Cosmos.

Finland issue of Jan 19th, 1939 to commemoratc -
the centenary of rhe Finnish Missionary Society;
30m depicting a Christogram (sce Christian
Symbols in March 1959 *“Server”, fig 4).. This
is one of the symbols used for Christ the King.

Blocks kindly loaned by the Fditor of Stamp Collecting.
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KEEP IT UNDER YOUR HAT

WILY 1S IT that stories about hats (other people’s hats, of course) always make us laugh,

When, at the Easter meeting, the Warden told us that at the previous A G M his
brand-new expensive Vanhecm hat had been taken by some presumably unscrupulous hat-
collector, who in its place, left a shabby disreputable apology for a hat, we all laughed
heartily.

And yet there was nothing really to laugh at.  On the one hand we had Fr Fox, who
lost a perfectly good, new hat purchased out of his Easter offering—a hat which no doubt
gave him a sensc of being a somebody, possibly a complete change in shape and colour
from his Lenten array, paid for with a well-off nonchalant air and worn with style and
distinction.  On the other hand, a sneak-thief, a snapper-up of sacerdotal trilbys, gloating
over his newly-found finery, smoothing its glossy nap with furtive fingers—a low-down
conscienceless wretch making off with another man’s property. Nothing to laugh at
in ecither picture,

Dare | suggest it? Could it have been a brother priest who, either unwittingly or
yviclding to a sudden prompting of covetous desire, filched Fr Fox’s new lid?  If so, why
did he not, upon discovering his mistake, follow repentance with amendment and restitu-
tion, or is he still perambulating his parish weighed down with a guilty cic-for ?

Or doyou think, it is possible that it is a secret society of hat thieves which meets
occasionally to display their latest acquisitions. Imagine the awful scene when this hat-
thief produced the Warden’s brand-new Vanheem, boasting of having pinched a parson’s
hat, glorying in his sacrilegous defiance of all decency. What a hush must have come over
the meeting 2s they shrank away in horror from the guilty irreligious wretch and with
averted faces sfole out slowly, one by one, leaving him alone with his conscience, ctowded
with obloquy—and the Warden’s Hat.

Canronr-
* Cockney rhyming backslang for hat ‘tit-for-tat” colloquially abbreviated to “titfor’.

MELBOURN DAY

MILVERTON — SOMERSET
ECCLESIASTICAL - VESTMENT - MAKERS

SERVERS COTTAS

PLAIN COTTON CAMBRIC SQUARE YOLK
BOYS' 18" 14/6ea. 20° 15/6 22" 16/6
MENS' 26" 19/6ea. 28” 23/6 30”24/6
COTTON ALBS (BLEACHED LINEN FINISH)
52/54" 36/6ea. 56" 40/- 58" 42/6 60~ 45/-
CASSOCKS. Boys sizes from 40/- Men from 52/6
Price-list and Patterns on application.
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THE DEVOTION OF THE MONTHS:
‘ by W,HIMORLEY
SEPTEMBER: The Seven Dolours of Qur Lady

THE SEVEN DOLOURS or sorrows of the Blessed Virgin are :—The
prophesy of Simeon ; the flight into Egypt ; the loss of Jesus for three days
in Jerusalem ; meeting Him on the way to Calvary ; The Crucifixion ; the
descent from the Cross and the Entombment.

1

"T'hus was fulfilled the prophecy of Simeon that a sword should pierce her own soul
S Luke II verse 35) ‘that the thoughts of many bearts may be revealed’.

This feast was first celebrated by the Servites in the fifteenth century and wasextended
to the whole Latin Church by Pius VII in 1815, Something of a counterpart in the
Church of England is a well-known Christmass carol ‘The seven joys of Mary’, though the
joy of six ‘Yo see ber own son Jesus Christ wpon the erueifi’ is hardly ‘joy’ in the generally
accepted interpretation of that word, and the sequence, ‘Stabat Mater doloresa® (E H 115)
seems to be more applicable. The English carol is stated to be traditional and undoubtedly
goes back to the middle ages and is probably another case of a devotion well-known and
observed in England many centuries before heing adopted by the Roman Church,

October : The Holy Guardian Angels

THE FEAST of the Holy Guatdian Angels has been kept in Spain and

Portugal since the sixteenth century and was extended to the whole Latin
Church by Clement X in 1670 and assigned to October 2nd, before which
the holy guardian angels were generally associated with § Michael,

The angels are messengers of divine command and as our Michaelmass collect says -
‘by ‘Thy appointment they may defend and succour us on earth’, This special mission
of the holy angels is referted to in Exodus 23, 21, ‘Bebold I tend an angel befare thee to keep
thee in the way and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared’.  I'he belief that God assigns
to every man an angel to guatd him in body and soul was common to both pagan and
Jewish worlds. This popular belief is reflected in the New Testament and is confirmed hy
Our Lord as concerning children in § Matthew 18, 10, :

The function of the Guardian Anpgels is the protection of body and soul and the
presentation of prayers to God as stated in Revelations 8. 3. ‘There are few people who
have not felt that at some petiod of their life they have been miraculously preserved from
danger and may it not have been their Guardian Angel watching over them.

November : The Holy Souls

DEVOTION during November has been especially associated with the
Holy Souls since at least early in the ninth century, though masses for the
dead are recorded in the fifth century., Abbot Odilo of Cluny instituted
the commemoration of all the faithful departed in 998 and about the same
time Amalarius of Metz mentions November 2nd as an appropriate date
and the custom was soon adopted by the whole church.

The commemoration in the Greék Orthodox Church is observed on the Saturday
preceding the eighth Sunday before Easter. :

The Church Militant prays for the Church Suffering as a duty of charity and justice
incumbent upon every Christian by virtue of his membership in the mystical body of
Christ, and they may be helped by our prayers and merits.

The liturgy of the dead is perhaps the most beautiful and consoling of all and a
memento in which we commend them to the divine mercy is made at the end of all our
Offices, such as Evensong, Masses for the dead are usually said on all free days in Novemn- -
ber and are known as ‘of Reguien’ from the opening words of the Introit in Latin, .

The catalfaque or empty coffin often erected in the absence of the body over which
the solemn ritual of the church is carried out originated at the time of the Crusaders, but
the subject has previously been dealt with in an article in the September, 1957, issue.
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A votive mass for a particular person can be said on the day of death or funeral, on
the third day, in memory of Our Lord’s Resurtection after three days ; on the seventh day
in accordance with the mourning of the Israclites for Joseph (Genesis 50, 10) ; on the
thirtieth day as the Israelites lamented the death of Aaron (Numbers 20, 20) and Moses
(Deut 34, 8) for that period and finally the ‘year’s mind’ an the anniversary day itself.

The well-known and somewhat dramatic sequence ‘Dies Irae’ (E H 351) is one of
the oldest metrical hymns of the church and was composed by Thomas of Celano in the
12th century. He was a Franciscan and a possible companion of S Francis. Tt is one
of the most vivid of hymns and sets hefore us & picture of the Last Judgment ; the coming
of the Judge, the opening of the books, the anguish and remotse of the reprobates and
concludes with a fervent prayer for the faithful departed.

Lord all pitying, Jesn Blest ;
Grant thent thine eternal rest,

ALTAR SERVERS’ FESTIVAL

An altar servers’ festival will be held in Lichfield Cathedral for the whole of the diocese

on Saturday, the 215t May, 1960, and the sermon will be preached by the Dean of Lichfield,

the Very Revd W S Macpherson.
. Servers from other dioceses are cordially invited to join in this festival, to be held
in one of the most beautiful and ancient cathedeals in the country.

NORTHERN CHAPTERS' FESTIVAL

The celebrate the golden jubilee of the chapter of 8 Blasius the Northern Chapters’
festival was held in Bradford on July 4th. High mass was sung at noon in the church of
S Mary Magdalene when the celebrant was Fr § Holt, our chaplain, the deacon was Fr
Rintoul, an assistant chaplain, and the sub-deacon was Fr Hampton, the vicar. There
were about 70 servers present, and another 70 or B0 people in the congregation. The
mass was of the Blessed Sacrament, with the music of Missa de Angelis, and the proper
was taken from the English Gradual,

At 3.30 p m the office, Fr Holt officiating, was sung before a congregation of some
140 servers, and another 200 friends and visitors, in the presence of His Grace the Arch-
hishop of York. ‘Taking as the text for his address Luke xxii, verse 27 : ‘For whether is
greater, he that sitteth at meac, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but [ am
among you as he that serveth’, the Archbishop said that it is the duty and privilege of all
confirmed members of the church to assist in their own way at the holy mysteries, and
spoke of the Blessed Sacrament as the most stupendous thing that ever happened in the
world. It is the server’s vocation to assist at God’s altar in a very special way, and that
assistance for the priest, he said, is essential if the Holy Eucharist is to be celebrated
reverently and fittingly., Referring to his text, Dr Ramsey said that the server has Our
Lord himself for an example, and gave us three suggestions for improving the standard
and meaning of our scrvice at the altar. First, he said, we must always try to achieve a
deeper tealisation of the reality of God ; second, our serving must always be filled with
missionary love—he was reminded of this by several passages in “your glorious Guild
office,” e.g., ‘a people whom [ have not known shall serve me’ and ‘in every place incense
shall be offered unto my name and a pure offering’ ; and thirdly we must always be filled
with humility as was Our Lord himself, After the sermon practically everyone present
joined in an outdoor procession, and the service ended with the singing of the Te Deum.
Tea was served afterwards in the church hall.  We were also honoured to have with us
Fr Fox, who, bless him, travelled overnight both ways in order to be present, Bro Cheaney,
Bro Collins, our own area councillor, and several other councillors from the north. The
weather was petfect, and the day was one of great happiness, particulatly for members
of our own chapter,

THE 229th GENERAL COUNCIL

UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP of the Warden, Fr | B M Fox, the
Council met in London on Saturday, 6th June, 1959, Apologies for
absence were received from the other priest-officers and fourteen brethren.
The Lay Warden, Secretary-General, Treasurer-General and sixteen coun-
cillors were present.
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The secretary reported that £261 19s. 10d. had been received towards the Wale
Memorial fund, and it was hoped to have the cope for the autumn festival.

The revised plainsong edition of the Guild office would alsc be available by Ist
October ; 6,000 to be ordered and it is hoped that every chapter will purchase enough
copies for their use (if individual members do not) at once to ensure the cortect rendering
of the office in future (price 1s. 6d. each).

The hymn sheets for use at Guild festivals will be used at the autumn festival,

Forthcoming festivals were noted at Bradford (Northern chapters), Guernsey (diamond
jubilee), October 21st and 22nd, Southern Counties at Chichester Cathedral October 3rd,
North-west chapters at Manchester October 31st.

The Warden and Secretary-General were asked to attend officially thc Guernsey
celebrations.

The Secretary-General reported that some dozen chapters were still in default for the
1958 retuns, despite much correspondence. The question of correct returns and sub-
mission of subscrlpnons might affect applicants to the COF.

Bro Edden in presenting his repott on CO F said £905 had been given to fifty or-
dinands and another twenty were promised help. So far £985 had been received from

chapters—festival, West-of England pilgrimage, boxes-and cards, ete,—and an anonymous
donation of £100.

After due consideration of the tresolution of the annual general meeting that the

‘question as to whether the. £300 in the C O F from general funds should be treated as a

gift or loan at next year’s annual general meeting it was agreed that the brethrcn should
be advised to make it a gift.

The editor said T SERVER circulation had increased to nearly 1,600, but the figure
would bhe nearer 2,000 if everyone regularly renewed their annual SubSCtlpthﬂ The
council’s thanks were expressed to Bro Williams for his excellent work in distributing the
magazine and welcomed the offer of Bro Rever to undertake the work in the future.

Tt was agreed to allow the chapter of the Transfiguration, Welwyn Garden City, to
be renamed The 'Hely Cross and Transfiguration.

- An invitation from § Andrew’s, Willesden Green for next year’s Easter festival -
(23rd April) was received and accepted

It was noted that the Bishop of Covcntry had 1rr'mgcd to meet brethren-on his tour
of Australia,

The council concluded at 5 o’clock with the Warden’s blessing.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

FOR MANY this issue completes your annual subscription. If you sub-
scribe direct, please fill in the enclosed blue renewal form and return it
with remittance at once to Bro Hare. This will save further forms and

- .postage. Those who subscribe through their chapter magazine-secretary
'should settle with him as soon as possible. '

Bro Hare extends his thanks to those chapters who have bulk orders
and on sale or return orders especially for the prompt payment of accounts.

THE SERVER now citculates in many parts of the world. The ‘St
Vincent’s Bulletin® in U8 A has been responsible for increased -sales in
that country.

It is hoped every reader will maintain his subscription and endeavour

to secure new subscribers and increase our circulation beyond the present
1,600.

All queries re distribution should be made to Bro G Rever, 311a
Harlington Road, Hillingdon, Middx, and not to Bro Hare, who oaly
has to pass them on-to Bro Rever.
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Do you want CHARCOAL that lights instantly
at the touch of a match or taper? — yet remains

alight the whole service through.

Yes! Then try our new

“INSTANT GLOW”
CHARCOAL SQUARES

4/6d. per box of 48 squares

(Postage - one box 1/6
I'wo bhoxes 1/9
Three boxes 2/-
(unless sent with other goods)

The ideal CHARCOAL for G.S.S. Offices, street

processions, ot whenever speed is esseatial.

A SAMPLE SQUARE SENT ON REQUEST

Have you tried the Seven Day Candle?

C. BRITTON & SON

88, WILLIAM ROAD,
REGENT'S PARK, N.W.1.
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A WHO’S WHO

ONE OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS of the Guild is that members
should endeavour to attend the Annual General Meetings, but it is realised
that distance, time, money, work besides the three reasons exempting from
National Service in Roman times—horticulture, agricuiture and marriage,
prevent many brethren from being present and thus making themselves
acquainted with the officials of the Guild. This issue begins some brief
notes on each of the brothers forming the Guild Council commencing
with the three officials and those brethren who have been honoured for
their work in the past years for the Guild as either Grand or Honorary
Councillors. In addition to those included there are two priests who have
been so honoured, Father C J Wood, of the Scottish Guild, who is a Grand
Councillor, and Father A F Treadwell, who is an honorary Councillor and
of course the Guild’s Organist. It is hoped to include these with the other
priest officials in a later issue. ‘

When he has time for them gardening and woodwork are the unsuspected hobbies of
the Secretary-General, WILLIAM THOMAS CHEANEY, who has been a member
of the Guild for over fifty years. His full life in officc for the Guild is coupled with his
full life in the affairs of the Coventry diocese, being a member of the Diocesan Boatd of
Finance, Standing Committee of the Diocesan Conference, besides being Churchwarden
of S John, Coventry, where he has been a devoted server for forty-eight years. He was
first a member of the Council in 1923 but his work with the railway did not allow continuous
service until 1932, Elected Treasurer-General in 1939 he succeeded Brother Wale as
Sectetary in 1949 and his ten years in office have seen great strides in the wotk of the
Guild. Brother Cheaney has spoken at many festivals up and down the country and is
always ready to put forward the objects of the Guild to servers anywhere,

Our Treasurer-General, Brother FRANK HEWLETT, besides his daily work as I'reasurer
to his borough, work in Rotary and membership of the Southwark Diocesan “Christian
Stewardship” group, is a devoted worker at Holy Trinity, Eltham, where he is vice-
chairman of the Church Council, and has been-a server there for some twelve years,
Previously he had setved for twenty-five years at 8 Nicholas’ and § Mark’s churches in
Plumstead. Heis a member of the Holy Redeemer chapter,

HobbiesP—C O F. Thus Brother RICHARD ARTHUR WILLIAM EDDEN describes
his spare time after dcalin% with the manifold work as Secretary of the Candidates for
Otrdination Fund. A member of the Council since 1944, Brother Edden has been serving
for ovetr 43 years at various churches in the neighbourhood of where he was resident
during his, service with the police. He was a member of the Church Assembly from
1945-1953 and has taken his full part in the affairs of the Southwark diocese. Ewvery
member of the Guild is indebted to him for his great work as Secretary CO F, which
helps so many of our ordinands,

Founder of the Guild in 1898, Sccretary-General for the fitst ten ycars of the Guild's life,
and member of the Council since its creation, such is the proud recotd of Brother
ARTHUR ] JACOB. Now a Grand Councillor, Brother Jacob in response to a request
for some information for these notes put the comment “too old”. Setvers everywhere
must express their gratitude to him for the inspiration and leadership which he gave so
many years ago which has resulted in the growth of the Guild throughout the world so
that it is now the largest men’s society within the Anglican communion.

Appointed a Grand Councillor in 1955 after serving twenty vears on the Council represent-
ing Provincial Groups 5a and 10, Brother WILFRID H MORLEY is a server of many
years standing having been admitted a member of the Guild in 1899 at § Mary Magdalen
Munster Square, and a founder member of the Holy Grail chapter at Watfotrd in 1909,
He has served at S Saviour’s, St Albans, for sixty yeats and was present as a choitboy at
the dedication of that church in 1893, Recently he was the recipient of the Royal Mauady.
Bro Morley is a valued contributor of articles to THE Server.

15



FFor thirteen years (1943-1956) Brother HARRY MOORE of the chapier of the Epiphany,
Croydon, served the London Group 6 as Councillor, and in token of his long service he
was then made a Grand Councillor. A friend of that stalwart of the faith, Father Arthur
Tooth, Bro Moore has served for many years since joining the Church from Methodism,
first at S Martin and later at § Andrew, Croydon, where he is also a Governor of the
Church Sccondary Modern School.

In tecognition of his long seevice for the Guild in Torquay and district, Brother
CHARLES DOWNEY was made an honorary Councillor in 1939,  He has been a server
at § John the Evangelist in Torquay for over forty years and has taken his full share in
church life in that district besides playing a part in amateur theatricals.

Brother CHARLES W E PI'I'T was clected an honorary councillor in 1947 in appre-
ciation of his work resulting in the aftiliation of our three guilds—G S S, Scottish Guild
of Servers and the Order of S Vincent (U'S A). He also looks after the interests of the
Canadian chapters and formerly represented the Norih London Group from 1911, Bro
Pitt now lives at Worthing and is a member of the chapter of SS Philip and Richard.
Before that he served 26 yearsat S Thomas, Stamford Hill, and 24 years at Holy "Trinity,
Winchmore Hill. Besides his hobby of philately his interests arc in Toc H, which he
restarted in Worthing a few years ago.

"The Etescnt Secretary of the Chapier of S Wyllow and All the Cornish Saints, Colonet
PETER SHAKERLEY, after many years moving about in his twenty-seven vears Army
service in India, Egypt and Malaya, has settled down in the West Country, where he is
now churchwarden of Lanteglos-by-Fowey. His army activities and bringing up a large
family has filled his life but did not prevent him furthering the objects of the Guild par-
ticuléus:lg in Egypt, and in appreciation of his efforts he was made an honorary councillot
in 1958.

Honorary Councillor CHRISTOPHER F SHIRREN has been a member of the chapter
of S Benet Biscop, Newcastle upon Tyne since 1911 and a seever at S Hilda’s, Newcastle
upon Tyne, for fifty years. Since his retirement from G P O service he now helps in
welfare work and is a stalwart supporter of every good cause at his church, where he is
now chutchwarden.

LOUIS GROSSE LTD.

VESTMENT  MAKERS AND
COMPLETE CHURCH
FURNISHERS  SINCE 1783

36, Manchester Street, London, W.I,
Telephone HUNter 9802
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“IT JUST OCCURRED TO ME . ...

THE EDITOR requires these notes by the 18th of July, so I make a note
in niy diary. I see that the seamless tunic of Our Lord is to be exposed
for the veneration of the faithful at Trier, Germany, from the following day
until the 20th September. T hope to be among the thousands of pilgrims,
as this precious relic is at the most exposed twice in a century, and as the
last occasion was in 1933, the opportunity will not occut again in my life-
time. , .
Trier was founded originally by the Emperor Augustus, and was the northern capital
of the Roman Empite. Subsequently the city was the cradle of Christianity north of the
Alps, and the present Baroque church of § Paulinus was built on the actual site of a mass
martyrdom. In another church T hope to venerate the body of § Matrhew, the only
Apostle’s bady to be found this side of the Alps. But the great “draw” is the Haly
Coat, This was brought to Trier from Jerusalem as a gift from the Empress Saint Helena,
together with one of the Holy Nails. "This garment is displayed very rarely as it might
be injured by the daylight, It normally lies under the high altar in the cathedral, wrapped

‘up in camphor and spice, and mass is said above it daily.  This occasion calls for renewed

prayer and labour for Catholic Reunion, symbolised by the Seamless Robe.

Whatever may be said in favour ‘of scarlet cassocks for servers at festival time, no
church ought to introduce them uatil black ones tao are available. A few months ago
1 went to a requiem for a priests’ society in a village church. They did the best they could.
Flowers had heen catefully removed from the high altar, unbleached candles were in
nosition, A so-cailed purple frontal—actually navy blue, so loved by Victorian churches
and-the “Anglican” outfitters today—was in place. The hymns were simple and well-
chosen.. “The one bright spot” should not have been. It was the village boy who
served, in a violent red cassock. It spoiled the whole austerity of the service, and was
most distracting. [t would have been far better for him to have served in his otdinary
clothes. 1T “did duty” in Lent at a “Low” church, The vestments were not in use,
But the server was in red. We have both colours available at my church, so 1 tell my
servers that if they arc in doubt what colour to wear at a weekday mass that black in never
wrong, hat red often counld be.

Why cannot servers realise that the editor of “Ritual Notes”'is perfectly right when
he criticises the habit that some of them have of “fitting” the chalice veil after the ablutions
at a low mass. Far from helping the celebrant, it is a positive inconvenience, as he has
himself correctly folded it at the offertory, and if the server has tampered with it, as often
a8 not when the celebrant comes to re-veil the chalice, the setver has in “flitting” the
veil, turned it so that the'cross on the veil is upside down. Drop that habit at once.
It is incorrect, nowhere prescribed, and hinders the celebrant. And, please note, left-
handed celebrants are in a minority, Assume the one that you are serving is normal, and
always be ‘on his rght to receive his biretta at the beginning of holy mass, and to return it
to him afterwards. Do not spezk to the-priest befote celebrating—unless it is vital, e.g.
to ask a visiting priest to take the Most Holy to an invalid in a bath chair who cannot
come to the altar, to say the church is on fire, or something equally urgent. There should
be a jotting pad and pencil in every sactisty so that such messages can be written down,
Likewise, do not speak to the celebrant after mass until he has finished his thanksgiving.
All his artention must be focussed on the Divine Victim who at that moment is still his
Fuest. .

Have just come back from the local chapter meeting. [ noticed that the doxology
“Laud and honour,” etc., had not yet been added to the office hymn, as decreed by the
council. Many membets were wearing ribbons for their medals insread of cord. 1
thought for a moment that there were two visiting councillots, but these were only lay
readers who happened to be members. Surely on Guild occasions the G S8 medal
should take precedence over other insignia. There is a lot to be said for the custom in
certain chapters that I know for all the members to wear the same colour cord. This is
attached to the medal before the probationer receives it, 56 on admission to full membership

. the chaplain places it over his head, and thus the new member can wear’his medal im-

mediately he 1s entitled so to do, and not wait for a subsequent occasion - after his wife,
mother, sweetheatt ot other female has sewn it on a cotd. - :
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1 have just read a most interesting book by W H Godfrey, published four years ago
by Faber & Faber entitled “The English Almshouse”. Naturally the “Hospital of the
Blessed Trinity," Guildford, where Brother Wale was for so many years warden, is men-
tioned. There must be hundreds of almshouse chapels all over the country, some of
considerable age. Most that T have seen are bleak and desolate inside. On the continent,
on the contrary, as often as not the Blessed Sacrament would be reserved, mass said fre-
quently if not daily, and votive candles could be lit before the images of the saints. The
inhabitants of the almshouses would usunally be found saying their prayers, especiaily for
the soul of the founder. Just think what could be done with our English almshouse
chapels. Perhaps you could take an interest in one near you. Even if you could not get
on the board of governors, an offer to give an image of Our Lady would probably be
gladly accepted. The only almshouse T know in this country whete the Blessed Sacrament
is (or was) reserved is Whittin%ton College, the Mercets’ Company charity at Upper
Flolloway, where Highgate Hill and Archway Road converge. The worst example 1
know is the Great Hospital at Norwich, where the altar is in a side chapel, and the puplit
is where the high altar shouid be.

V1GiLo

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“KNEELING FOR THE CREED”

1 was recently appealed to by a brother server as to which was correct ; for a server
to kneel for the Creed at mass or to stand. [ answeted that all authorities, Fortescue,
Baldeschi, Le Vavaseur, Mattinucci, all agreed that the server should kneel at low mass.
He is not concerned with what the congregation does ; he is there to assist the priest and
therefore his attention must he focussed on the altar.  Yet strangely the server is directed
to stand for the Creed at a sung or high mass.

[ was immediately asked ‘Why the difference?’

None of the ceremonial books give any explanarion of this apparent inconsistency
50 I went to Fortescue's book for students of the mass and found there that the Creed was
not originally in the mass, being used only as a confession of fairh at baptism.

However on page 287 he says ‘Its first appearance at mass in the west was in Spain,
the third Synod oF ‘Toledo {A 1 389) orders it to be said 4fter the consecration, and before
the Paternoster as part of the communicants’ preparation, so the server would obviously
he kneeling. 'While in the east it was used at mass much eatlier its position varied, some
liturgies had it after the consecration, others hefore, but after the Sanetns, while some said
it before che Sanctis, but after the offertory prayers of the faithful, thus the server would
still be kneeling whichever position it occupied’.

Bishop Frere in his ‘Principles of Religions Ceremonial’ in talking of the Creed in the
eastern rites says (page 55) “When the doors are shut afier the great entrance the curtain
that hangs over the royal doors is drawn—-at the beginning of the Creed, and so remains
till the elevation” so the server would, presumably be kaeeling.

Later on, page 91, when talking of the ceremonial singing of the Gospel—this was
done in style as the Gospel was carried aloft—he says that after the singing ‘the procession
returns and the kissing of the Gospel book and the censing begins, while the Creed is
being sung’—so quité naturally everyone would be standing and so continue until the
Creed finished.

Though most of this ceremonial has vanished the server still kneels for the Creed at
a said mass and stands for it at a sung mass.

Believing that the foregoing may interest many of my brother servers and at the same
time, ease the minds of those who may have heen puzzled by the apparent inconsistency,
I have been impelled to send this letter to you, It is alf to the good that those who serve
the altar should not merely know what to do and when to do it, but also to understand
something of the why and wherefore of it all, thereby being enabled to take a fuller and 2
more understanding part in the service with greater worship and devotion,

The more we know about the liturgy the more we realise how much more there is to
discover and digest and our enjoyment of the service becomes all the greater as our know-
Jedge becomes fuller,

88 William Road,
Regents Park, London, N.W.1.

Cyrin Barrron
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Iintend to have my copies of Tie Szrves bound, and enclose a duplicate C_)f the first
issue as someone elsc may want to complete a sct."Compared with other periodicals, both
secular and religious, Thg SErvER is the best 3/- worth per year on the market,

I would like to obtain the previous Qccasional Papers or Interim Leaflets (Nos 1-—8
and 10). Can anyone supply these please?

49 Dudley House,

Harrow Road, W.2

‘The Bditor nonld also like to have past copics of the Occasional Papers ard Interine leaflets if any
brother can supply thens. :

Fruperick W Jounson

‘I'he Chaplain and Sceretary of the C O F have recently learned that a numher of our
brethren ate training for Holy Orders and that we have had no intimation that they are
so doing.”

We shall be grateful if chaplains and/or chapter secrctaries take carc that the informa-
tion that members of their chapters are intending to he ordained is scnt to us sosoonas
possible. We may not he required, or able to help, but just in'case we can be of assistance
we would ask that names and addresses be forwarded particularly so that we may add our
prayers to those of others.

' R A W EobbpEen,
Secretary COPTL,

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

S MARY MAGDALENE, WEDNESBURY & DISTRICT

"T'he chapter celebrated the 21se anniversary of its founding last June, and to mark
the occasion visited All Saints’, West Bromwich, where it was founded, to sing their
office, etc. There was a good attendance, including several priests-associate, which
included Fr Warrington, now vicar of Salt, who was chaplaia of the chapter for many years,
and among other visitors was Councillor Knight, of Group 11. The sermon was preached
by thie Revd Fr Sheldon, another old and valued friend of the chapter. After the setvice
refreshments were setved in the schools, when a message was read from the first chaplain,
Fr Ridley. ‘

S ALBAN & S§ MICHAEL, LETCHWORTH

On Tuesday, June 9th, the chapter held its anmual festival in Holy Saviour church,
Hitchin, when the sermon was preached by the’ Warden, Fr Fox.

The Hitchin and Letchworth wards of the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament
joined in the festival and with visitots from Luton, Dunstable and Cambridge there were
about 70 peopie present.

After the service refreshments were provided ‘and there was a social gathering in
the chutch hall. . We all enjoyed the occasion but it was a little disappointing that thete
was little or no support, or even acknowledgment of invitations to be present, from two
ot three neighbouring chaptets,

§ JUSTUS, SIDCUP

The annual festival was held on Saturday, 6th June, at All Saints’, New Elthamn,
when servers from more than a dozen churches were present for the Guild office, sermon
and procession. The preacher was Fr Vincent Girling, C R, who gave us a timely reminder
of out duties as Christians in an age where Christian virtues were being discarded and
when men opposed cach other in the senseless struggle between race and colour,” All
nien are unitccixi}n Christ and we should show this in our own lives.

Among the clergy present were the chaplain, Fr E B Tutner, Fr S D Rhymes (vicar of
All Saints”), Fr G Bates (ass. priest, All Saints’), Fr D Wilkinson (vicar of Holy Trinity,
Lamorbey), Fr D A Ross and Pr J G Gillman, both of the Annunciation, Chislehurst,
After a mostjinspiring service the 70 clergy and servers adjourned to the church hall, where
the ladies of All Saints provided us with some excellent refreshments. Bro Longden
voiced all our thoughts when he thanked Fr Ryhmes for allowing us the use of the church
and for the refreshments afterwards.
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§ BARNABAS, CARDIFF

On Saturday, July 11th, the brethren of the chapters of § Barnabas, 8 Cennydd and
58 Julian and Gwynllydd, of the dioceses of Llandaff, Swansca and Monmouth, invited the
servers from the churches of the atea to join with them to sing the Guild office solemnly
with procession and sermon at the old church of § Mary the Virgin, Margam Abbey (by
kind permission of the Revd Fr Munro E Cape, vicar).

Over 100 scrvers and 12 priest-associates vested in cassock and cotta took part in the
procession, also a goodly number of servers were present in the congregation.

After the service the brethren were entertained to tea in the hall by the Revd Fr Cape
atnd the abbey servers, with their Iadies.  After the tea Fr Cape expressed his pleasure to
welcome the Guild of Servers to Margam and invited the chapters to come again,

Many of the servers present asked questions concerning the Guild and about member-
ship, which were dealt with by the councillor who was present.

After the rea the company were shown over the Margam Castle grounds and the
abbey ruins by the kind permission of Sir David Evans Bevan, Bare.

This brought the visit to a closc and the brethren boarded their respective transport
for home after spending an afternoon which most of them will remember for a very long
time.

S Barnabns chapter now totals 150, During 1958/59 it combined with other chapters
at Newport, IHereford and visited many country parishes besides All Saints’, Llandaf, for
the Christmass festival. Over £30 was subsctibed to COF,

§ GEORGE, BENDIGO, AUSTRALIA

Although our chapter headquarters are in Bendigo (dioc. of Bendigo), members
are drawn from both this diocese and the diocese of § Arnaud. Once a year a longer
journey is undertaken to sing the Guild office in the § Arnaud diocese to enable the more
distant brethren to attend.

Such a chapter was held on Friday, 20th February, when the bulk of the members
rravelled the 33 miles from Bendigo to Inglewood to sing the office in the church of
§ Augustine.

Some sixty priests and servers from the two dioceses robed and occupied the choir
stalls and the front seats in the nave. The Bishop of § Arnaud accompanied by two
deacons of honour paid the chapter an official visit and occupied a place in the sanctuary.
The church was filled with local folk and friends and relations of membets,

Priests and servers travelled long distances to be present.  One travelled 150 miles
another 100 miles, while for most the distance ranged from 30 to 40 miles. The occasional
sermon was preached by Canon R G Halls, of § Arnaud cathedral—a former member of
the Scottish Guild of Servers who has recently joined our chapter as a priest-associate.

For the annual meeting which followed, Canon 1 I M Anthony, of S Paul, Bendigo
(s Wclchman) was elected chaplain. A brother of Canon Anthony is a priest in England.

A formet chaplain of our chaptet, Fr A ] Baxter, is now wotking for the Bishop of
Florida, U S A. e has taken to America a tape recording of the last chapter mecting at
which hc acted as chaplain. He has alteady played the record on several occasions in
America and hoped to play it soon at a chapter meeting of the Order of 8 Vincent,

It will be recalled that our chapter of g)Gcorge made history some years ago when
we hecame the first G S S chapter to have the Guild office broadcast. A recording taken
at the time was later sent to the Secretary-General.

Another priest-associate who is far afield is Fr W Dowel, who is chaplain to the
Missions to Seamen at Walvis Bay, South West Africa. [t never rains at Walvis Bay, but
sand-storms are the order of the day. During April our chaplain, Canon Anthony,
accompanied by a number of our members paid an official visit to All Saints’ chapter,
Melbourne, On this occasion the round trip was of 180 miles. The Bishop of Coventry
spoke in our city hall on 29th July.

THE VENERABLE BEDE, SOUTH SHIELDS

On 26th May this chapter celebrated the 25th anniversary of its foundation. 'The
Guild office was solemnly sung in S Mary’s, Tyne Dock, on the even of S Bede’s Day.
The office was followed by a procession and devotions to the Blessed Sacrament,

The chaplain, Fr R L Hilditch, officiated. There was a good turn-out of members
and visitors from the neighbouring chapters of S Benet Biscop and 8 Oswin.

After the service refreshments were served in the parish hall. A birthday cake was
cut and distributed, and a toast to the chapter was drunk. Our chaphin, Fr Hilditch,
was responsible for the formation of the chapter 25 years ago and the present secretary
was one of the probationets admitted on the foundation day in May 1934,
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" a year

OUR LADY AND S PANCRAS

This chapter was formed about 1906 and among its eatly chaplains had the honour
and pleasute of numbering the then Warden of the Guild, Fr Giraud, who brought us
about fourteen of his servers from 8 Maty Magdalene, Munster Square, the church at
which the Easter festival was celebrated this year, Alas, when he resigned the servers .
there gradually fell away ; this is an all too common experience, but it did not daunt the
sectetary, Colin Clatk, who lived long enough to complete fifty years of seevice at S Johns,
Red Lion Square. ' ‘

Even the war of 1914-18 did not dismay him, for immediately afterwards he re-formed
the cha];ter before handing over to other hands. Then Fr Basil Jellicoe was chaplain for

efore plunging into that magnificent work of rchousing Somers Town and so
stirring the conscience of churchpeople to form other housing societies, as well as causing
the civic authorities to provide better working-class dwellings. We can only conjecture
what ant impact he would have made on church and nation had he not burnt himself cut in
his endeavours to help the poor at the early age of 36, May he rest in peace, '

He was the greatest of all our chaplains and the most approachable, often dashing
across the voad with hand outstretched to gteet a brother,

Bro Cyril Britton followed in office for twelve years, but his successor, Douglas
Morttis, after only eighteen months of duty met with a fatal accident. Bro Britton resumed
office until the next annual meeting but the secretaty during the late war had his house
bombed and all chapter records were lost. With the end of the war Bro W Stevens took
over the secretaryship, to be followed by the present secretary, Bro ] Wiltich. ~ The chaptet
meets monthly, visiting the various churches. .

The June office was held at Old S Pancras, the second oldest church in England, .
having been built by S Augustine after S Martin’s, Canterbury. Following the office,
there was a procession of the Blessed Sacrament in the grounds, circling the church
completely and ending with Benediction. This is, possibly, the only church in the London
diocese where such a procession can take place without infringing diocesan regulations.
"I'his service was for the second year running and it is hoped will become an annual fixture.

As part of the chapter festival in May, a visit was paid to South Mymutns for sung mass,
then on to S Albans’s Abbey where a verger acted as guide, and on the return journey All
Saints’ Convent at London Colney was visited. Brethren were most impressed by the
truly magnificent chapel with its gold and silver fictings, Tea was taken at South Mymms,
and the office sung in that lovely church, assisted by members of the local chapter.

‘The absence through illness of Councillor Bro Bootman was much regretted and the
chapter wishes him a speedy and complete recovery, This is a very difficulc chapter, as
when members marry they move away from Central London and are lost to the chapter,

‘The struggle is a ceaseless one and Bro Wiltich is to be congratulated on his efforts to
maintain the chapter. .

THE HOLY GRAIL

The jubilee of the Holy Grail chapter was duly celebrated at § Joha's church, Watford,
on May 9th with high mass at which the chaplain, I°r Forrest, vicar of 3 John's, was
celebrant with Frs Rankin (Hammerfield) and Davis (Broadfield) as assistants,  ‘The mass
was sung to the beautiful Missa de Angelis, the most.popular mass music in western Europe
and normally used at all Guild functions. :

In the afternoon solemn Guild office was sung, followed by sermon, procession.
and Benediction. The preacher was Fr Cyril Isherwood, who was our chaplain about
twenty years ago and it was a great joy to welcome him back. About eight priests and
60 servers took part in the festival and there was a large general congregation.

‘The-chapter was formed by Canon James, then vicar of S John's, still happily with us -
and hale and hearty notwithstanding his cighty odd years, Associated with him was
Bro Morten Turner, a well-known benefactor of § John’s. Bro A ] Mottimer, sacristan
of '8 John's, was secretary for about 40 years and laid the good foundations and
since his death eight years ago Bro Henry Turner has very ably filled that, posicion,
May 9th was the anniversary of Bro Mortimer’s death and the set of high mass vestments
wotn at the festival formed part of his memorial,

Canon James and Bro Grand Councillor Morley, who has just completed sixty years’
membership of the Guild, are the only original members still with us. At one time the
chapter was one of the largest in the Guild but others being formed out of it has réduced
its numbers. 1t has consistently cartied on in times of peace and war and meetings have
been regularly held, it is probably one of the very few chapter which has two of its mem-
bers on the Guild council. | (8 William of Norwich ir another such.) ’
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S BENEDICT, UXBRIDGE

A party of 40 servers and friends visited Ascot Priory on Saturday, July 4th, where
an interesting and enjoyable afternoon was spent, This is one of the larger communities
in the Church of England and has connections with Dt Pusey. After tea the office was
solemly sung, followed by Benediction in All Saints’ church, Ascot.

§ OSYTH, AYLESBURY

The annual festival was held at S John Lacey Green,, on Saturday, June 20th, when
the office was solemnly sung followed by a procession. The address was given by the
Revd A J Skipp. The Rt Revd R Milton-Hay, Bishop of Buckingham, was present for
the procession and gave the blessing. This was greatly appreciated as he had come from
another engapement. Tea took place in the village hall and speeches were made by the
vicar of S John and the Bishop. Among the visitors was Bro W G Hare, of the council.

S HUGH & ALL SAINTS, HIGH WYCOMBE

The annual festival was held at § Paul’'s Woobutn, on Saturday, May 30th, when the
office was solemnly sung followed by procession. The Bishop of Buckingham was
present. Servers and friends from a wide arez attended, including Bro Councillot W G
Hare. After the service tea was served in the hall,

SOUTHERN COUNTIES FESTIVAL

On Saturday, 25th April, a southern counties festival was held at Guildford. High
mass was celebrated at noon in 8 Nicholas church, at which the diocesan hoth presided
and preached. The chaplain of the local chapter of 8 Thomas of Cantethury celebrated
and some eight other cﬁaptcrs were represented in the large congregation, which also
included the Secretary-General.

The office and devotions were sung at 4 p.m, Owing to inclement weather the
procession of witness was cancelled, Tea was served in the church hall. Guildford
cathedral and various places of interest were visited and the chaplain extended a very
cordial welcome to the visiting servets.

HOLY TRINITY, ACCRA, GHANA

By kind permission of Revd A C Ankrah, incumbent of $ Michael & All Angels,
Korle Gonno, the Guild office was sung for the first time at this church on June 6th,
1959. There were fifty-two servers present as well as 2 good number of the parishioners.
Father H Thirkell, the newly appointed vice-chaplain of the chapter, officiated.

The address was taken from 8 Luke’s Gospel, chapter 22, verse 27, which runs “l am
among you as he that setveth”. Father Thirkell dwelt on the great privilege of being
scrvants of the sanctuary and said that serving did not begin and end at the sanctuary hut
outside the sanctuary as well.

Brothers B Laryea, ] Vandetpuye, F Eyison and | Addo were the cantors, assisted
by Father Ankrah, Tt is of interest to note that Father Ankrah was a chaplain of the
Guild for a number of years and his interest in the Guild is a great encouragement to
servers. ‘This is the second time that the office has been sung in the year,

At a general meeting at Easter the following were elected officers for 1959/60 :—
Chaplain, Revd Canon A K Nelson, of S Barnabas, Osu; vice-chaplain, Revd Fr H
Thirkell, of the cathedral ; treasurer, Bro N K F Owoo ; secretary, Bro B O Laryea ;
asst, secretary, Bro J T Okuley. (The chaplain, Canon Nelson, has since been seconded
to the Ghana Army as chaplain to the forces for a period of three years.)
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- FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S DESK

¥YITH “ANNUAL LEAVE”—“Holidays-—*‘Vacation”—call it what you
vill, the essenice is the samwe, a tespite from the usual routine of daily life
nd then we return refreshed in both mind and body provided that we have
nade the best use of the opportunities that are available,

These withdrawals from the daily task are no new thing—down the
ges men have sought relief from the hum-drum happenings of everyday
ife by making journeyings into strange places—the spirit of adventute is
n old and ancient “Art” and Qur Blessed Lord, himself, shewed us the
ital need for such a change of scene. His 40 days in the wilderness was -
n pure essence, a retreat, in which He sought strength and refreshment
or the burden He was so soon to carry. :

I make no apology for taking an oppottunity to remind every membet of the Guild
if the need to take part in a retreat, at least once a year. There are numerous retreat houses
ip and down the country and there should be no difficulty in finding one near to your
win home if cost of travel is to be avoided whilst if you cannot find one yourself then ask
‘our parish priest, who will gladly help you in your choice. Some parishes even arrange |

parochial retreat vearly and though it may only be from Saturday mid-day till Sunday
ven the help that can be obtained in this short while is well worth the effort to have some
harte in it and I commend this idea to all my fellow-members.

In the early days of the Guild it was usual to hold an annual retreat in London, mainly
wecause at that time -the majotity of the members were residing in the London atea,
Lecently consulting some old records of the Guild T discoveted detailed accounts of the
wmbers and cost of several retreats held about the years 1911 onwards.  Usually based
n one of the chapels at S Paul's Cathedral and with the help and assistance of S Paul’s
-ecture Society 1 find that on most oceasions no less than 37 members took part—in 1914
wer 60 were present and in subsequent years the attendances were well maintained.
¥hat are your reactions to the suggestion that a special retreat for servers only be con-
idered—the council can only act if you are prepared to fully support the idea by personal
ttendance so the next step lies with our large membership hete in England.

FESTIVALS. Some of these have come and gone but the good fellowship and fine
itendance at the Bradford golden jubilee on July 4th will be long remembered especially
is for the fitst time the Guild has been graced with an archbishop as the special preacher a
he solemn office. His Grace of York found a full church at 8§ Chad’s, Manningham, Brad-
ord—servers from the N E coast at Whitley Bay and Cullercoats—from the western side
»f Lancashire at Barrow in Furness, Liverpool and Birkenhead, Manchester and a hostof
sther places not actually known to me but faces were recognised as we took our part in
he Etocession when the whole of the congregation followed the robed setvers out into
he brilliant sunshine to circuit the block covering the church itself and all singing that
vell-known hymn—Lauda Sion—all unaccompanied and repeating it on re-entering the
‘hurch. His Grace’s excellent sermon will be remembered by all of us I hope—stressing
hat Our Lotd called Himself one that serveth and we can do no less than follow that
:xample by our devotion and sincetity in all our duties in and around the sanctuary. His
.ordship’s knowledge of servets and the Guild alsé shewed that whilst he knew greatly
ibout us he wanted us to fulfil our obligations to the best of our powers each and every day.
_expect that the official report will be printed elsewhere so I will not add more but to say
‘hat along with the Warden, Fr Fox, I was a privileged visitor and we both felt the value
»f belonging to such a Guild as ours. The Bradford chapter are to be congratulated on
heir arrangements and I heard many expressions of appreciation from conversations in
he hall during and after tea.

The GUERNSEY DIAMOND JUBILEE on Qctober 21st and 22nd, 1959, are now
sfficially recognised by the Council inasmuch as on receipt of an invitation to the chief
>fficers and members of the council to visit the island if possible the council agreed at their
last meeting that the Warden and myself should be the official council representatives at
the festival. 'We are hoping that others of the council and the Guild membership at large
may be thete to share with us in their festivities. :
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AUTUMN FESTIVAL—OCTOBER 10ri1, 1959—8 Mark’s, Noel Park. Delinite
arrangements have now been concluded—the high mass will be at noon but the office
and procession will commence at 4 pm. Full details of this visit to 8 Mark’s will be
circulated by special leaflet in duc course.

1960 Annual general meeting with the EASTER FESTIVAL, APRIL 23r.—
An invitation from the vicar of S Andrew's, Willesden Green, N W 10, has been gratefully
accepted by the council and full details will be prepared and duly issued to the chapters
and members gencrally as in previous years,  This visit to the N W atea of London should
be of special interest to all servers in that portion of the Metropolis and we confidentiy
anticipate a full response,

From OVERSEAS there are few special reports.  We learn that in Australia there
is a definite opening among those churches with sezrvers who, in the past, have not been
interested in the Guild as such. Today many enquiries are reaching the district council
secretary, Brother Cox, who will be visiting Western Australia later in the year following a
similar visit by the district Chaplain-General, the Reverend Dt A Capell.  The numercus
enquiries are the result of articles in “The Anglican’—the chief church newspaper circulat-
in%‘over the Commonwealth and it brings home to us here in England that we are cereainly
behind the Commonwealth in the scope of their news methods.

Most of,outr members in the Australian chapters are now looking forward to the visit
of the Bishop of Coventry, who is touring that country under the prime auspices of the
CEMS nnc{) as many servers are also membets of G S'S they are hoping to meet him at
the various places that he visits. T learn from one source that he is to speak twice in onc
town so that visitors from places outside-—up to ¢ighty miles—-can travel to the evening
meeting. As members of several chapters frequently undertake similar long journeys
to share in the office with their brethren no wonder for this enthusiasm when we compare
the excuses of some of our own members when asked to travel seven miles to sing in a
country church, Still we have great hopes that the spirit that permeates our brethre
“Down under” may one day be shared equally with those of us at home. :

GHANA. ‘That new member of the Commonwealth. One of our members at
the church of Christ the King, Cape Coast, Brother Emmanuel Arhin, has been chosen
by the Ghana ordinands advisory committee (a new C A C T M I presume) for training for
the priesthood and he leaves Ghana on August 24th, 1959, for England and hopes to enter
the 8§ M College at Kelham shortly afterwards. He has written and asks that the
members pray for him in this new venture of faith and service. Incidentally he is
commended by our old friend, the Rev. Fr S B Pennie, who in his turn was assisted by

our COF. A case of casting our bread on the waters and finding it retutns in this
miraculous manner,

Following our custom we regret to announce the death of the priests-associate and
members as under :

The Reverend Frs F ] B Colyer and D R Weston, C G 8, the latter killed in a motor
accident in Nyasaland on May 5th, 1959, Brothers whose deaths are rcported are—K

Bragg, L H Duffield, | W Eaton, J Fairchild, Wm Gray and F G Whitchcad, on whose
souls may our Lord Jesus Christ have mercy.

APQLOGIA. Many members ask for copies of the PLAINSONG and have been
disappointed as the stock has been exhausted some months. Arrangements to rcprint
have been delayed through various causes; some new plates have been found necessary
and present day trade disputes seem to be a further cause for the long awaited copies,
An advice will be issued to evety chapter secretary when delivery is received with an intima-
tion of the price which we hope will not exceed that of the last issue. As the doxology
for the office hymn is being inserted and several punciuation marks dealt with to make the
plainsong more in kccging with authority it is hoped that every member will see that he

gets & copy as soon as they are available and to this end the council have a ordered increased
ptinting,
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MOWBRAYS
CHURCH SHOPS

*

Devotional Books
Servers’ Manuals
Cassocks and Surplices
Albs and Cottas
Sanctuary Requisites

Candles
Incense and Charcoal
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LONDON - - - 28 MARGARET STREET, W.1
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CAMBRIDGE - - - 14 KING'S PARADE
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BIRMINGHAM - - - 39 CANNON STREET
MANCHESTER - - - 44 BRAZENNOSE STREET
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