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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the Catholic
Faith in the Anglican Communion. Since the days of the Trac-
tarians it has been the only effective safeguard against attacks
from within and without, and membership is urged upon all who
believe that the Catholic tradition represents the true mind of
the Church of England.

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees and
a small headquarters staff. The General Council elected by diocesan
committees is the governing body whose work is carried out
by the Executive Committee. The Catholic Group organises the
sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. The Theological,
Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed of members with
specialised knowledge. The Church Literature Association pub-
lishes books, filmstrips, and tracts upon a considerable scale.
The Church Social Action Commirtee arouses interest in social
matters. The Pilgrimage Committee arranges pilgrimages to holy
places. The Filery Cross Committee links together churches
and cormmunities engaged in prayer for the conversion of England.
The Council of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comprising
the superiors of the men’s religious communities and the Church
Union organises the campaign during the octave January 18th
to 25th each year. The Overseas Department assists priests and
others in the mission field. The Church Observer (3d. monthly,
S/- post free annvally) is the monthly newspaper ; and the Fiery
Cross Inset (5/6 per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with
definite Catholic teaching.

Members pay an annual minimum subscription of 2/6 and take
part in this work. Members are normally attached to branches
which organise festivals, special services, and meetings of every
description.  They have a direct voice in the policy of the
Union through the diocesan committees elected from branch
members.

THE CHURCH UNION

Lorp Havirax House, 6, HYyDE Park Gate, LonDoN, S.W.7.

Telephone— Telegranms—
KNIghtsbridge 7371 ANGCATHCON, SOUTHKENS, LONDON
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"Keep Fhreast of the Wews. ..

READ THE

Every Friday—Price 4d.

It is famous for its well-informed comments,
and special articles cover all aspects of
Church life.

Every week there are Book Reviews written
by experts in each subject — literary
competitions, and jottings on people and

events in the news.

And there is 2 special page for Children.

The advertisement columns have their interest
also. Announcements of Church Services,
Clerical Livings and locums, Lay Workers,

- Situations, Holiday Accommodation, Articles
_for Sale and Wanted, appear every week.

The CHURCH TIMES . ..
truly Informs, Teaches and Interests

j The Price is 4d. weekly, if you order through your usual

newsagent.

By post it is 6d. per copy—or a year’s subscription 26/-

G. J. PALMER and SONS LTD.
7, Portugal Street, London, W.C.2
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"EDITORIAL

SPRING—Ate we not all looking forward to a month’s time when the
world seems to awake from winter sleep and abound with hope. Faster
bonnets emerge and the warm summer days seem to lie around the cotner,
Bur, though the secular world may anticipate Easter (though not quite in
the same manner as it does the feast of Christmass during Advent) we,
Servants of the Sanctuary, must prepare ourselves for the Queen of Festivals,
and make Lent a true preparation and seeding ground for the truths of the
Paschal proclamation. '

In this issue there is a short note of one way in which servers can
endeavour to draw near to our Lord and learn mote of their faith, All
readers may not be able to go to Kent for a Retreat but such is the growth
of the provision for retreats that it should be possible for all to join one near
at hand. '

Elsewhere in this issuc the Warden and others write of our beloved
brother-—Ernest Wale—who departed this life in January, and they express
the great debt which setvers everywhere owe to his unfailing eathusiasm
and devotion for our Guild, Up to quite recently when failing eyesight
caused him to relinquish the work he was responsible for the despatch
of this magazine, and he was foremost in stressing the need for articles
appealing to our younger brethren. A true servant of the Sanctuary,
may he rest in peace.

Once again must we steess the c.l;.lty of every member of the Guild if
at all possible to be present at the Annual General Meeting and Easter
Festival, to be held this year at Ealing on Saturday, 12th April, Please see
if you can be present or at least ensure your chapter is represented.

THE EASTER FESTIVAL
and
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Saturday, rath April, 1958

12 noon  HIGH MASS in Christ the Saviour, Ealing
230 p.m. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING at the Victdria
Hall in the Town Hall, Ealing

Brethren will vest after the meeting and process
to Christ the Saviour for
4 p.m. Guild Office and Benediction

After returning to the Town Hall tea will be available
in the Chutch- School opposite the Church.:

- Nearest Underground Station —~— Ealing Broadway
Full details will be issued to Chapter Secretaries. Ars
BRreETHREN should attend if at all possible.
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FIFTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR
ENDED zoth SEPTEMBER, 1957

THE COUNCIL again have much pleasure in recording continued progress
both in numbers and influence at home and also oversess, particularly in
Australia and Central Africa.

Many ate the signs of incteased interest in the fullness of the Catholic
Faith following a number of Missions by experienced Priests ably seconded
by many of our members and this evidence of the spirit of fellowship
augurs well for the future,

The Priest-Officers have again visited various centres of provincial activity and their
presence has given encouragement to a large number of devoted Chapter officers.  These
contacts prove most valuable when we teview the number of enquiries by prospective
ordinands as revealed in the details of the C.O.F. Report.

A.GM." AND EASTER FESTIVAL

A most kindly offer from Fr Riley of S Augustine’s, Kilburn, of his lovely church
for the Faster Festival and A.G.M. was gratefully accepted and his welcome and personal
contribution to the high mass helped to focus the large congregation in this supreme act
of worship. The church was almost full both for the Mass and the Office and onc noticed
among the congregation members from many distant parts of the country whilst a few
from “Down under” made themselves known before the day was over,

The Warden ptesided at the A.G.M. and disposed in a most expeditious manner the
various items on the agenda. '

A full report of the meeting appeared in the Junc issue last year, and recorded the
Warden’s address and election of othcers and councillors. “

During the year the Council have approved the formation of new Chapters in the
following areas:

Weymouth & Dorchester .. S Aldhelm

Atlesey & Shefford, Bed e SS Martin & Alban

Great Yarmouth ... O All Saints

Scunthorpe, Lincs - S Hugh

Geelong Victoria, Australi o S Barnabas

Kumasi, Ghana ... O, S Cyprian

The Holy Faith, Dubbo, N.S.\W. wr  The ll"loly Faith

Western Samoa ... .. o The Blessed Virgin
whilst there have been revivals of several chapters that have been in abeyance, viz:

Sexburgha v e e e Gillingham, Kent
S, Felix of Duawich ... .. ...  Lowestoft

Holy Trinity ... e Accra, Chana

Brothets who have been ordained to the priesthood other than those referred to in
the C.O.F. report are:— A Crow, W H Faithweather, G E Pranklin, D Gritten, F
Harte, K A Newing, J 14 Maddon, A D A McRae and C H ] Northam.

Among those who have passed to their rest arc: The Rt Reverend A W F Blunt,
lately Bishop of Bradford, the Reverends F. Bamlett, H E Bennett, R H Edwards, G T
James, A Leonard Poole, M H Thorold and G H West ; Brothers E Alberry, § Beaumont,
H M Birkett, R Bradford, R Bostock, P W Brodie, H Cann, D) Carey, C H Cash, ] Chater,
C Clarke, W Cowiey, P T Crawley, H J Dennett, E ] Croucher, H C Everett, R E Felton,
R F Fetrett, D H Gibson, W H Hamman, C W Hickford, G R Jefford, F A Jones, K D
Kelly, T ] McLeod, $ H Napper, W R Newson, ] T Orchard, L R Qwtram, R G Pilgrim,
G Prebble, G L Privett, F A J Ryde, G R E Smith, H E Taylor, ] Watson, CE W Watts
and W H Whiteaves.

R.IL.P.

Losses incurred by the Guild, other than the foregoing are: Resigned 151, gone
away 72, not proceeded to full membership 97, lapsed for arrears 321, and other cavses 2 ;
total 643.

The number of priests elected as associates was 85 and 1,025 new members were
entrolled with 33 old members being restored to the Roll.

The total membership is now 8,726 members, 18 bishops and 1,773 priests-associate.

Certain delays in the final submission of details by some of the Australian Chapters
have further prevented the establishment of the District Council for Australia, The best
wishes of our large membership should result in this new District Council heing able to
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go forward from strength to strength, Since this report was drafted there has been
further enquiries to indicate that the Guild will be increasing its-scope and influence,
particularly in the larger centres of population coupled with the 1mm1gmnts from the
Mother Land.

To conclude, the Council express their sincere thanks to all those Chapter Officers
for their efforts to maintain their work during the past year and wish' them and thc whole
membetship every success in the coming year,

On behalf of the General Council, ‘
JOHN BM Fox Warden. W T CIIPANI:Y Secretary-General,

SUMMARISED ACCOUNTS
for the year ending 30th September, 1957

Receipts £ s d. Payments £ s d
Balance brought forward ... 1,357 4 9 Secretarial assistance ... .. 350 0 0
Subscriptions and donations  865- 7 9 Additional assistance ... ... 108 1 3
Offerings on admission ... 4913 0 Printing, stationery .. ... 87 310
Sale of medals, ~ manuals, Postages, etc. ... e 9 3 8
music, ete. ... i 57 008 " Travelling expenses ... - ... 65 1 4
Legacy, 'Fr Bacon 50 0 0 Office equipment ... w3 6 6
Testimonial to Rev A F © -+ . Meetings,a vertlsmg e 95191
Treadwell - e 30 8 8 . Medals, etc. i - . e 27132
Rank interest . ... ... e, 1218 0 Iypcwnter for C OF. cew 37100
e . . . Ce . THEe SeRvER ;. . -
Expenscs £280 8 3
Receipts 244 1 6 .
C —_— 3 6 9
i Balanee ... L. .. .. 1,682 7 3
o £2,422712 10 o . | 82,422 12 10
F Hriwierr, - ' e " Deaxin Hawr & Coi,
Trm.mrn General. . Hanoao/ Atm'ttor.r

CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION FUND

53111) ANNUAL REPORT FOR TME YEAR ENDING 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1957
OUR GENERAL POLICY—to give as much as we-can to as many as we
can—has remained unchanged to provide-for Catholic minded men to
train for the Sacred Ministry, but we have also been planning for the future,
‘Although our Christmass Card effort was really a failure—not to be repeated,
the purchase of £800 worth of Borough of Walsall 5}%, Stock has assuted
us of increased dividends from the Jubilee Account. We hope that the
Chapter of S Chad at Walsall will watch our interests in that Botough!

CANDIDATES—Twenty-six new applications and six revivals,

. No, of Applications ... 106 ~ - No. of gifts made ... (R 75
e Accepted.... ... e 920 At C.R./SSM TR | |
: Withdrawn ... .. 8 - - Surrendered . a e 2

- Refused by Council 2 Pending . ... e 2

By Non-Members 4

In"every case of the non-members the applicant had allowed hls membershlp to lapse
by failing to remit his subscriptions for at least three years. Among the withdrawals are
two who have left the Anglican Cormmunion, and two in H.M. Forces, We wish them
cvery success in their several ventures. Our thanks are due to Bros Whitehead and
Scott, who surrendered their claims for financial help, the latter even repaying all the gifts
already made him.

ORDINATIONS.  Deacons, 23 :

Bros Bence, Bunker, 1)’ Agumr Halford, Humphreyys, Illing, Jackson, Jennings,
Jotdan, Lee (D S), Marlow Pidoux, Pinder, Southgate, Tilley, Treadwell, Bunce,
Measures, Teal, Norris, Newnham and Wood,
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Priests, 20:
Frs Abell, Aird, Aldred, Ainsworth, Bowen, Brock, Corke, Cavell-Northam
Desert, Dickenson, Fargus, James, Kleb, Laister, Matthews, Moore, Nunnetley,
Richardson, Smith and Tunbridge.

We congratulate a number of our clergy in securing preferment, but would again
call attention to the falling off of GSS membership by those recently ordained. Whilst
we are aware of the difficulties in some parishes we feel that men should endeavour to
remain loyal to the Guild, for it would be a deplomble thing if membership of the G.8.5.
could be by any chance believed to be only a means to obtaining Gifts.

An appeal to all aided priests has gone out asking them to offer a Mass on some Free
Day monthly with intention for the G.5.5., and C.O.F. particularly. The Chaplain C.O.F.
is gratefu] for the immense suppott this has received.

COLLEGES
A list was published in the December issue of some 67 brethren studying at 20 colleges.

FINANCE

The balance sheet prepared by our honotary auditors, Messes Deakin Hale Reid & Co.,
of Moorgate, E.C.2, gives a detailed picture of the money side of our work, and we record
our grateful thanks to the Auditors for their generous work,

The acceptance of gifts by seventy-five men, our main work, has offset the proposal
to repay the £300 loan from the Guild and we are torn between reducing the number of
such gifts, or the amount of them, and the continuance of the loan, Only by still greater
efforts, especially by those Chapters NOT ALREADY supscrIBING would enable us to carry
out programme.

Jubiles Accormi.—Additions have brought the total to £807 8s. 2d. but of this we
expended £796 5s. in the purchase of the Walsall 519, Stock, leaving n balance of £11
3s. 2d. in the Trustee (SFecial Investment Dept) Bank, Interest has been withdrawn and
applied to Current A [c for gifts. Reserve Account—This remaing at £200 in Trustee Afc,
Post Office Bank.~—This account was closed on 31st December, 1956, and the balance
transferred to Trustee Bank.

Cufrent Account—The Law sequires us o keep £50 in the Ordinary Dept. of
the Trustee Bank so long as the Special Investment Branch is operated and this we do.

In Lloyds Bank, to the dircctors and staff of which we offer our sincere thanks, the
account shews a credit balance of approximately £128, which with £434 in the Trustee
Dept. brings 2 catry forward of some £562 to find the gifts due in October,

We are not desirous of naming special efforts by the individual Chapters as the numeri-
cal strength of each plays such an important part in the annual donations made, but we
are grateful to all the Chapters that made the efforts but still would like to hear from the
seventy-odd Chapters who do not.

Many thanks to the West of England Pilgrims for their donation, and to the
Covenanted subscribers who enabled us to claim a rebate off the Inland Revenue.

I XPENDITURE .

Gifts amounting to £1,120 are an all time record but the increasing cost of postage,
etc., were met by a stern reduction in the number of visits paid to subscribing Chapters
s0 that our administrative expenses still keep within the 3}% of new money raised. Pro-
spects for the future are not encouraging but we wilt do our best. We have to thank the
Council for the loan of a new typewriter which has improved the ease with which we work.

CACTM eventually replied that they could not allow any relief to our men for the
monics we give them.
BUDGET

Our estimate is for approximately 77 men in 1957/8 and we shall need some £1,600
to carry out your work. Will you therefore kindly do all you can to raise the interest of
your members in C,O.F. so that we can continue to maintain the Catholic heritage in the
Church of Engiand,

Yours faithfully,
Kennara N | Lovesess, Chaplain, Riciarn A W Eppen, Seeretary
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Balance brought forward ...
Subscriptions and donations

Collections ...
Covenants.... ...
Special Appeals ...
Christmass catds
Bank intercst

COF ACCOUNTS, 1957

£ s d. £ s 4
31015 6 Gifts to Candidates ... - 1,210 0 0
986 7 0 Tre SERVER 10 150
130 15 11 . .Bxpenses .. 5617 4
26 9 ,2 . . Balance .. .. .. 270 4 9
3 6 6 .

...... 713 6
47 9 6

£1,547 17 1

£1,547 17 1

THE 224th COUNCIL MEETING

THE COUNCIL met in London on 18th January. The Chaplain-General,
Fr Jarrett, took the chair and 22 Councillors were present. Nine apologies
for absence were received.

New Chapters proboscd are :
S. Michael and All Angels
85 Julian & Gwgnllyw (Woolos)

+

and the revival of Chapters was noted at

. Our Lady & § Osmund
S Francis

of Assisi

Bundaberg, Quccﬁslaml
Newport, Mon.

Salisbutry
Stafford

Details of the Easter Festival and Annual General Meeting at Ealing were arranged.

It is hoped to hold the Corpus Christi festival at Liverpool on June 7th.

The Autumn

festival will probably be at All Saints, Clapton, on Novembet 1st. An Bastern Area
festival at Peterborough on Easter Monday was noted.

The C.O.F. report for the quarter ending 31st December was adopted.

It showed a

delinite fall in money received and all brethren arc asked to support the fund to the utmost.

Gifts toralling £497 had been made to 51 ordinands.

The West of England Pilgrimage

Association had donated £25 to the fund. Bro Edden has a number of Christmass cards
in hand, so brethren can obtain them from him—23d each. ‘

The Council congratulated Bro A J Harding on his recent election as a freeman of .
the City of London,
The death of Bro A Cooper at the age of 90 was recorded.  Bro Cooper’s “Eucharistic
Musings™ have materially helped the C.OF.

"The Council recommended the re-election of the officers ar the A.G.M., and accepted
the accounts presented by Bro. Hewlett.
An invitation by the Bishop of Coventry to hold a scevice in the new Cathedral at
Coventry soon after its consccration in 1962 was received.

.1t was noted that che Chapter of § Blasius is to keep its-Golden Jubilee on July 4th
next year and the Archbishop of Yotk will be present at a service at S Mary Magdalene,

Manningham, Bradford.

The next meetings of the Council will be May 31st and Scp&:mber 20th.

CORRIGENDA

In the article on “Spanish Worship® included in our last issue, Brother Gilkes points out
thar the reference to Evening Masses applies to holy days of obligation occaurring during
the week. -The word ‘oscasionally’ was printed for ‘occnrring. .

At the Autumn Festival reported in our last issue it should be noted that the deacon
at the Mass was Fr Wheeler of 8 Peter’s, Fulham, and not Fr Stevenson. The latter
atrended the Warden at the procession and not Fr Wells as stated.
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OBITUARY
ERNEST GEORGE REIGNOLDS WALE

Born 25 suprevper 1870 piep Januawry 18vn, 1958
The Warden writes :

By the death, at the great age of 88, of Erncst George Reignolds Wale, our Deputy
Lay Warden, the Guild has lost a champion and a devoted servant.  Small in stature but
great in heart, Brother Wale extended to all an old-world courtesy, a gentleness of manner
and an obvious love of his fellow-men. Yet behind all chis was a great strength of will
and a forceful personality. Tremencously staunch in defence and upholding of the True
Faith and the high ideals of the Guild he had no time for compromise and wavering—
boldly outspoken when occasion demanded he left his hearers in no doubt of his belief
and devotion to Our Lord Jesus Christ and Holy Church. Wise and direct his advice
and help was widely sought and never did he fail those who went to him.  Behold a man
who in his days pleased God! His life was spent in the service of the Guild and he will
be greatly missed by all. May God grant rest to his soul and may Light perpetual shine

upon him,
Jonn B M Fox, Warden.

‘I'he Hon. President of the Scottish Guild of Sexvers, the Revd Charles | Wood, writes :—

"T'o thousands of us older men who have found in the service of the Sanctuary our
deepest joy and highest privilege, the very thought of that service has always brought
with it, almost as a synonym, “Brother Wale.”” Fis personality and his life of unobtrusive
service to the Church scemed to typify the ideal Server. 1t will be for others who have
known and wotked with him at closer conditions than | to tell of all the wonderful and
devoted work he has done for the Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary. For me, in all the
period of ncarly forty years during which we corresponded on Guil?mattcrs we met only
three or four times. Yet, s0 sweetly did his personality reveal itself through his letters
that 1 felt I knew him as a close and dear friend.

The greatest test of that fricndship came when 1 had to tell him of the decision of
the Scottish members to form the nucleus of an independent Guild. Not one word of
bitterness came from him, only an expression of good will and an assurance of prayers
for our success. This made it so casy for us within a few years to draw the Guilds into a
closer affilation and eventually to forge a link with the American Guild, the Order of
Saint Vincent. .

It must have been a great consolation te Brother Wale in his last years to see the work
which had filled so much of his life going on enduringly. The Scottish Guild of Servers
will wish me to associate ourselves with the G.S.8. in paying tribute to our dear Brother.
May he rest in peace and hear that welcoming Voice, “Well done, good and faithful
servant ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

Craruis ] Woob.

AN ArpRECIATION

A server, a Servant of the Sanctuary, one of our Lord’s gentlemen in waiting,  ‘I'bus
was Brother Wale, Deputy Lay Warden of the Guild of the Sanctuary since 1949, described
by a mutual friend after hearing that he had resigned from the Secretary-Generalship
after 41 years of devoted service to servers both in England and in most parts of the
world wherever the Anglican server might be found,

He joined the Guild in 1902, three years after its inception, and was appointed
Sccretary-General in succession to Brother A ] Jacob, the founder sccretary. l;-lc had
previously been a server at § Nicolas, Guildford, and had acted as Secretary for the Church
Guilds Union and at the A.G.M. of December 1908 the Council needing a successor to
Brother Jacob had no hesitation in asking Brother Wale to accept the post. It was as he
neared. his 80th birthday that he decided to resign, fecling the task too heavy for his in-
creasing years and failing eyesight, but rather than lose the benefit of his kindly counsel
and advice the General Council appointed him the first Deputy Lay Warden, a position
he has graced with his charm and simple faith in the fellowship of the Guild.

He has been known to tens of thousands of servers of many colours and races and
he was certainly loved for his devotion to our Blessed Lord and his ready help in any and
every circumstance, His spirit of humility was his finest attribute whilst his sense of alms-
giving was often abused by those who should have known better as the present writer
knows from the talks he had enjoyed at Guildford.
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All 310"‘5 with this work he had carried the Mastership of the Hospital of the Blessed
Trinity, the foundation of Archbishop Abbot of Canterbury in 1619 and his daily reading
of Matins in the Hospital Chapel with the men and women inmates had given him time

-and time again to remember most of the daily lessons whilst the Psalms were part of that
use. Also he was no mean player of the organ but he only used this skill for the benefit
of some country churches in the surrounding districts of Guildford and as he passed up
and down the High Street of Guildford many were the folk with whom he spoke and
exchanged news and views.

His love for S Nicolas is best shewn by relating that he was frequently to be secn
saying his prayers there when visitors called to see him but only found him on his knees
there. I never heard a word of reproach against anyone from his lips even when he had
been provoked by someone’s ungrateful act but he was always ready to make excuses
for them and in this facet of his nature one can sce something of the love that he reflected
from his devotion to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.

For the Guild, his passing will leave a void not easily filled—but his example of love
and devotion to the Alar will help and encourage the ten thousand members of the
Guild who now mourn his death, yet but a passage to the nearer presence of the Master
he ever tried to serve whilst on carth.  May he rest in peace. ) c

: wT

Brother Wale was laid to rest following a solemn requiem in S Nicholas, Guildford, on
Saturday, January 25th, and a high mass of requiem was celebrated in the church of Holy
Cross, 5 Pancras, on the following Saturday, which was attended hy many officials, coun-
cillors and brethren of the Guild.

BROTHER WALE’S LAST MESSAGE TO THE GUILD

The paramount need of the day is that every member should adopt a ““Rule of Life”
to which he would give his thoughts and efforts to progress in the spiritual life and further
the work of Cur Lord in and among the people we meet and have influence with daily,

RETREATS

THERE IS NO BETTER WAY of, deepening a man’s life as a Christian
than by making a retreat—if only a short one. It is then that he can leave
the bustle of daily life and seek to be alone with God.  Under wise direction,
either alone or with others, he can make certain meditations upon his
creation and redemption and upon the purpose and end of his life on earth.

A retreat is almost a necessity if life is-to be seen in perspective. It may be that a man
may wish to make a decision about the future, whether or not to offer himself for the
priesthood or the religious life, whether or not to marry, whether or not to take on new
work. But even though no such decision is to be made, 2 man cannot fail, by making a
retreat simply and sincerely, to deepen his life in God.

The Reverend Fr P G Bacon, until his death in June 1956, was a Grand Councillo”
of the Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary—a priest widely loved and respected. When
he was assistant priest at Wrotham in Kent, he envisaged the formation of a socicty of
priests interested in the conducting of rectreats, and he realised this when a small society
was formed in North London. In 1940, a House was built not far from Wrotham—the
only one in England designed and built for retreats—and in the last four years it has
heen much extended and improved (including a new chapel). Tt is set in a hundred acres
of ground in the heart of beautiful country, but easily accessible from London, near West
Kingsdown on the London-—Maidstone Read. .

There is a resident Chaplain who will welcome enquiries and be pleased to show visi-
tors round. If you will write to The Revd ] R Lambeth, Stacklands Retreat House,
West Kingsdown, Sevenoaks, Kent, he will be pleased to help you in any way he can.

. 'The following is a'list of Retreats for laymen :—

April 11—14 . Rev G Pratt ' 35/-
May 9—12 Canon Sir Percy Maryon-Wilson ~ 40/-
June 2023 .. ... Rev. S ] S Bechee 40/-
July —8—21 ... .. " Rev J R Lambeth 40/-
September 5—8 Rev P Thompson 40/-
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PATRON SAINTS

This article is reprinted from *“The Gypsum Journal” of the Gypsum Plasterboard
Development Association. We are indebied to the Editor for bis permission as it is felt
our readers also.will appreciate the information given, with its particular reference to
the industry in question.

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS—A HAPPY EASTER—so we greet one another
on the great festivals of rejoicing—it will not be taken amiss if we refer at
greater length to the true significance of the holidays. The word itself
~—holy day— is an indication of our intention. On Christmas Day we
celebrate the birth of the Founder of Christianity. It is the greatest of the
Christian feasts, as well as being the happiest and most human of them all ;
but it is as much a day of teverence and recollection as of rejoicing.

From this great festival of Christmas stem all the othet feast days, on which are com-
memorated the lives and examples of those who have most eminently followed the footsteps
of that Divine Exemplar. We call them saints.  There are 365 saints’ days in every year,
and more than one saint for every day. Some of these festivals are minor ones, confined
to one particular country, or to one single town.  The very multitude of them show that
what may be called the good life—in more senses than one—is an ideal well within the
measuré of human attainment.

For our forefathers, perhaps more than for ourselves, the communion between the
Church triumphant and the Church militant was closer and more real.  They chose, from
among the saints, representatives to act as patrons and protectors for their avocations, so
that the daily activities of the home, the city and the market place were lifted up to the
Courts of Heaven, and ennobled thereby. Today, we keep few saints’ days in England,
but on the Continent, the old customs remain, and the ceafts as well as the ars go to
church, in solemn procession on the feast days of their patron saints.

Those of us whose intetrests lie in gypsum and its produets may not realise how great
a company of these patrons and protectors they have.

We may begin with the gypsum itself, which is mined from the carth. The patron
saint of miners is S Kieran {September 9th)**  He is an early British saint, and a Cornish-
man, who is generally represented seated on a millstone because his pagan enemies tried
to drown him, and sought to make sure of theit intentions by tying a millstone around his
neck. But, the millstone floated, and the saint was carried to safety on it.

When mined, the gypsum is processed into plaster and plaster products in the factory.
The patron of labourers and factory workers is S lsidore of Seville (April 4th) an early
Spanish' bishop, famous as an educationalist and for his championship of slaves and the
poor.  We hasten to say that factory workers of today are neither glaves nor poor!

During manufacture, every process is controlled by the watchful scientists in the
laboratory.  Their patron is S Albertus Magnus (November 15th), He is called “the
great” to distinguish him from the many other saints of that name. e is the most famous
of them all—a mediaeval German monk who was philosopher, theologian and investigator
of natural phenomena. One of the greatest scholars of his age, he was the tutor of §
Thomas Aquinas—and, like all scientists (mediaeval and modern) gained the reputation of
being something of a wizard.




Meanwhile, the travellers (or, if you like, the “commercials”) are journcying through-
out Britain to arrange the sale of the materials. 8§ Christopher (July 25th) is well-known
as a patron saint of travellers, but he may well be approptiated by the lorry drivers who
travel long distances with loads of plaster or plastetboard. Thete ate left 8 Valentine
](Jaguary 7th) or S Brendan {May 16th) the carly Irish Missionary who discovered Green-
and.

Gypsum and its products are bought by merchants, whose patron saint, $ Homobonus
(November 13th) was a mediacval Ttalian merchant, noted for his charity to the poor. e
is usually represented as surrounded by the bottles of wine he used to give away.  We
believe that some merchants still do this,

The materials are specified by architects, whose protector, S Barbara (December 4th) is
generally represented with a building undet her arm, depicting an improbable incident in
her life. Builders purchasc what architects specify (in theory at any rate} and their patron
is 8. Thomas, the Kpost]e {December 21st). He was a carpenter who travelled as a ship's
carpenter on the great Roman trade route from the Persian Gulf to India, to become the
Apostle of the Indics.

The plastercrs, who apply gypsum plaster, have as their patron § Bartholomew
- August 24th) another of the Apostles. It is generally agreed that he is the same person
as the Nathaniel of the New Testament, He evangelized Asia Minor, north-west India
and Greater Armenia and, when preaching to the Russians of those days, was martyred -
by being flayed alive. FHe was adopted, eatly in Christian history, by the plasterers of
Rome as their pateon saint, and his relics are in @ church on the Isola di San Bartolomeo,
on the Tibet.

Plasterboard and othet plaster products are usually fixed by carpenters, who have
many patrons ; in France, § Joseph (June 23td), in Spain, S Eulogius of Cordova (March
1st), in Austria, S Wolfgang (October 31st) and in other countries and cities, S Peter or
S Thomas. in England, nails are commonly used to fix plastetboard, and it is thus
titting that the patron of nailsmiths should be § Helen (August 15) a British princess who
was the mother of Constantine the Great, and who discovered the hiding-place of the truc
Cross and the nails of the Passion.

; We could not well conclude this article without some reference to a subject that has
figured frequently in these pages—fire and fire prevention. There is a patron saint of
firemen, and a protector against fire. He is S Flotian {May 4th) and he is usually depicted
pouring water on to a blazing church, .

These, then, are our fourteen patron saints, among them being apostles, martyrs,
confessors, bishops, monks and an Empress.

* Dates-in brackets are the Saints’ feast days.
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A PHILATELIC CALENDAR: OF HOLY DAYS }
o by N CBALDW!N

* ABOUT eighteen months ago I cornmcnccd to form a collectlon of phllatellc
material to illustrate the Church Year, my ultimate objective being a complete
calendar in which evety Holy Day is represented by approptiaté items,
not more than one leaf being devoted to any one day. At present there
are of course many blanks, and it.is also:inevitable that some leaves are
full to capacity while others are represented by only one item.

Although numerous stamps deplctmg saints have, already, been issued and . more
appear every year, there are not nearly sufﬁcxcnt of such sub]ects to completc the calendar,
and a rather annoying feature is that many issues commemotrate local saints whose,names
do not appear in the inglxcan calendar, while apostles and martyrs venerated by the whole
Church are neglected. It is therefore necessary to include items other than stamps, such
as postmarks, cachets, registrations labéls, etc., in fact anything relating to postal history,

Postmarks are of course the main st:mdby, and it js surprising .what a lotr of towns
named after saints can be found in a gazeteer {in the United Kingdom alone there are well
over a hundred), if not in English, then in another language.” In addition to towns. named
after saints, postmarks of places associated with particular saints can also be ‘included so
that the collection does present a picture, as far as possible, of the lives of the saints. 1f
it is possible to obtain a postmark of the actual date of the Tfestival, this of ‘course adds
interest, but one usually has to be satisfied with any date ayailable. When no suitable
item can be found, the subject of the collect, epxstle and-gospel of the day may suggest
appropﬂate material. Assuming that the main iteni for any partlcular day is'a postmqu
variety to the collection may be added by including a’specimén commemorating some
special event connected with thc town, such'ds a royal visit, or ﬁrst ﬂlght of ah air mai
service. Co e .

As the first of these articles appears in the March—May 1ssue, ‘it seems more 1ppr0prntel
to commence with these months rather than with eithet the ecclesiastical or the secular
year, and the movesable holy days of this period are included at the end of the list, but as
the calendar is 2 perpetual one and not for any patticular year, it may prove more convenient
to arrange the moveable feasts in a section to themselves, - Some readers may wish to form
a similar collection, so as much material as possible is mentioned in order that a selection
may be made of the most easily acquired ltcme or those that: 'Ippc:!l most to the individual

- concerned, -

March 1. 8 David or Dewi. Patron of Wales lived about the 5th ccntucy ‘He became
Primate of South Wales and moved the seat of ecclesiastical government’ from Caer-
leon to the remote headland of Menevia, now known'.as St David’s, the cathedral
" city of the western see. His shrine at St David's became: notable place of pilgrimage
and at Henry I’s request he was formaily canonized by Calixtus II: qbout 1120
Postirarks : of Caetleon and St David’s, St David (Artizona).

March 2. 8§ Chad. Educated at I.mdlsfame and then visited Treland untxl recalled to be
Abbot of Lastingham on the death of his brother Cedd. Owing to the long ahsence
of Wilfred, the bishop elect of York, Chad was consccrated to that see, but he tesigned

. the office on the return of Wilfred and retized to Lastingham. - He was then made
bishop of Mercia and made Lichfield his.see city, and +he also_founded a monastery
at Barton-on-Humber. He died in 673 and when the carhedml was built at Lichfield,
his relics were translated into it. “

Stamps and postmarks of Chad, Frcnch Equatorml Afrlc'\

Postmarks of Lindisfarne, Lastmgh'xm York, Barton-on- Humber and Llchf' eld
March 7. § Thomas Aqumm Born in 1226 at Aquina, Italy, and-was put under the

care of the monks of Monte Cassino.when 5 years of age ; Was sént to Naples Uni-

versity when 10 years old. Bntered the Order of § Dommlc when ahout 17. Studied
in Cologne and Paris ; died at Fossa Nouva in 1274 and his- relics were transhated to

Toulouse in 1369. -

Postmarks of Aquino, Cassino, Cologne, Patis, Toulousé: . '
March 12, § Gregory the Great. Born in Rome about 540 made Cardinal Deacon

in 577 and sent as Nuncio to Constantmople ; sent Augusrme to convert England;

acclaimed Pope in 590 ; died in 604. .

Postmarks of Rome, Comtmtmop]e

v
.
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March 17. S Patrick, Patron of Ireland, Born in Scotland about
387 and when 16 years old was carried captive to Ireland but
escaped and returned home. Received instruction from St,
Germain and went to Rome for the Pope’s blessing on his mission
to convert Ireland ; consecrated a bishop in France and landed
at Wicklow, Ireland. He built the first church in Treland at
Sabhall or Saul and died there in 465.
stamps: Eire issue of 1934, 2/6, 5/- and 10/- values depicting

$ Patrick,
Postmarks: S Patrick, Missouri, where there is a shrine to the
saint ; Wicklow.

March 18, S EHdward, K. & M. Son of King Bdgar, and suc-
ceeded to the English crown in 975, but was murdered by his
step-mother at Corfe Castle in 978. He was burled at Warcham
and his body was translated to -Shaftesbury Abbey in 980

4

,“ X

431

il

by Dunstan,
Stamps: In 1955 the watermark of current British stamps was changed from the
“Tudor Crown™ to “*S Edward’s Crown” and stamps with this watermark ate an
appropriate illusteation. Stamps with margin attached, mounted on a piece of black
paper, will show up the watermark best,

Postmarks : Corfe Castle, Wareham and Shaftesbury,

March 19. S Joseph, of the Royal House of David. After he brought Christ and His

mother back from Egypt, he made their abode at Nazareth, out of the reach of Herod’s
son,

Stanps : Istael issue of Aug. 31, 1950, depicting the Star of David.

Postinarks: S Joseph, Missouri, 8. Joseph, Reunion, S Joseph, ‘Trinidad, San Jose '

(Costa Rica), Nazareth (Israel).
Cachet ; Fiest flight cover from S Joseph to Chicago, May 12th, 1926,

March 20. S Cuthbert. Entered a monastery at Melrose at the age of 15; moved to
Lindisfarne and later became a hermit on Farne Island ; appointed bishop of Lindis-
farne, and died on Farne Island,  His shrine at Durham was destroyed by Henry V11,
but his relics rest beneath the pavement.

Postmarks : Melrose, Lindisfarne, Farne Island, Durham.

March 21. S Benedict. Born at Noticia, Umbria, about 480. Educated at Rome but
fled from the vices of his companions to Suhbiaco, where he later founded twelve
monasteries, After 35 years he again sought loneliness at Monte Cassino, where
there was a temple of Apollo, which he destroyed and built two oratories where he
wrote his famous rule. He died in 543 and his relics were carried to Fleury, hut
some repose at Monte Cassino. :

Stamps: Saar, 1953, 30 fr. plus 10 fr. depicting S Benedict blessing S Marus. Ttaly
10 lire plus 2 lire, depicting S Benedict, issued in 1929 commemorating the 14th
centenary of the Foundation of the Abbey of Monte Cassino.

Postwmarks : Rome, Subiaco, Cassino, Fleury.

March 25. Annunciation of B.V.M.

Stamps : Portugal, 1898, 75 reis depicting archangel Gabriel, commemorating the
4th centenary of the discovery of the route to India by Vasco da Gama. Gabriel
was the patron saint of the expedition. France, 1f. 50 plus 3f, 50 issued 1930,
depicting the Angel of Rheims (reputed to be Archangel Gabriel). Vatican City.
Issue of 1956. Paintings of the Annunciation by three famous artists : Melozza da
Forti, P. Cavallini and Leonardo d2 Vinci.

Postmarks ; Santa Maria, Cal. U.S.A. and many others,

April 3. S Richard, B. A native of Wyke, educated at Paris, Oxford and Bologna, and
was then made Chancellor of Oxford Univessity. Elected Bishop of Chichester ;
died at Dover in 1253,  His shrine in Chichester Cathedral was destroyed by Henry
VIII and only the pedestal remains,

Postmarks 1 Richard, Tenn, U.S.A., Oxford, Bologna, Chichester and Dover.

April 4, S Amhbrose. Born in Gaul of Roman parents about 340. He was made
Governor of Liguria in which office he was so just that he was acclaimed Bishop of
Milan by the populace in 374, although not haptised. FHe died in 397 and his relics
are int the chutch of San Ambrogio in Milan,

Postmarks : Amhrose (Georgia, U.8.A.), Genoa {chief town of Liguria) and Milan,
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April 19, S Alphege, Abp. M. Born about 954, entered the monastery at Deethurst,

Glos. made abbet of Bath, appointed Bishop of Winchester and translated to Cantet-
bury in 1006. Martyred at Greenwich. His body was first buried in § Paul’s
Cathedral, but was later translated to Cantérbury,
Posimarks : Deerhurst, Bath, Winchester, Canterbury, Greenwich.
April 23. S Geotge, Patron of England. Born a
 Lydda and served in the Roman army ; martyred
in Palestine. His head is preserved in the
. church of § George, Velabro, Rome.
Stamps 1 Great Britain: Issue of 1929, £1, and
issue of 1951, 10/-, depicting § George slaying
the dragon. Georgia, 1919 ; various denomina-
tions, depicting the same occutrence. New
Zealand : 1946, 8d. from Peace issue depicting-
S George.
Postmarks : Lydda and Rome. .

April 25th. S Mark. Reputed to have been the first bishop of Aquileia, where he wrote
the gospel. Then went to Egypt and Libia ; martyred at Alexandria ; his relics were
translated to Venice in 815, . :
Pastmarks . San Marcos (Texas, U.8.A.), Aquileia (near Trieste), Alexandria, and
Venice.

April 30, S Catherine of Siena. Born in 1347 ; entered the 3rd Order of S Dominic ;
was the means of restoring Pope Gregory Xl to Rome and pacifying the tumults in
Florence ; died in 1380, Her relics are in the Church of the Minerva, Rome, and
her head ig enshrined at Siena. ) : .

Stamps: TItaly, four denominations, 1948, depict scenes from her life.
Postpiarks : Siena, Rome and Florence, oo

May 1. 88 Philip & James. Philip of Bethsaida was the first to follow the Lord as a
disciple ; laboured in Upper Asia and martyred at Hierapholis, Phrygia. James, son
of Alpheus and Mary, the sister of Our Lady, was appointed first Bishop of Jerusalem,
whete he was martyred in A.D.62. The bodies of both saints are enshrined in the
Altar of the Church of 88 Phillip and James, Rome.

Postmarks : S Philip, Barbados, Santiago (Chile), Santiago (Cuba), San Diego (Cal.
U.S.A)), Jerusalem and Rome. ,

May 2. S Athanasius. Archdeacon and later Bishop of Alexandria, died in 373, The
creed of S Athanasius was dedicated to him although it was not composed until the
8th century,  Postmark: Alexandria, ’

May 3. Invention of the Cross. S Helena, mother of Constantine the Great, went to
Jerusalem in 326 and discovered the Cross under a great mound.

 Stamsp 1 S Helena issue of 1934 depicts § Helena carrying the Cross.
Postmarks ;: St Helena, Veracruz (Mexico), and Jerusalem. . X

May 4. S Monica, Mother of S Augustine of Hippo. Died in 367 at Ostia. Her relics
were translated to the Church of § Augustine in Rome in 1430,

Postmarks : Santa Monica (Cal. U.S,A.), Rome and Ostia.

May 6. S John before the Latin Gate. ‘This day is in memory of a miracle outside the
Latin Gate. S John was brought to Rome in A.D. 95 and was cast into a cauldron of
hoiling oil from which he emerged uninjured. He was then banished to the Isle of
Patmos, : .
Postmarks : St John'’s (Newfoundiand), St John (New Brunswick) and many othets ;
Rome and Patmos, ’

May 19. S Dunstan, Abp. Born in 925 near Glastonbury, where he was educated.
Studied at Fléury ; made Abbot of Glastonbury, Bishop of Worcester, Bishop of
London, and in 959 Archbishop of Canterbury. Died in 988 and was enshrined at
Canterbury. . L
Postmarks : Glastonbury, Fleury, Worcester, London, Canterbury.

May 26. S Augustine of Canterbury. Sent by Gregoty to bring the gospel to the Eng-

" lish ; died at Canterbury in 604. )
Postmarks : Saint Augustine (Florida, U.8.A.), Augustine (New Mexico, U.5.A.) and
Cantetbury. ' . .

May 27. Ven Bede. Born near Jarfow in 673, Educated first in the monastery at
Wearmouth and then at Jarrow ; died in 735 and his relics lie in the Galilee of Durham
Cathedral. -

Postmarks : Bede (Manitoba), Jarrow, Durham.
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S. Edward’s Crown

MovasLE FestivaLs
April 3. Maundy Thursday.,
Postmark : Sacramento, Cal. U.S.A.
Caches : First Air Mail from Sacramento, Feb. 27th, 1933,
Coin. A Maundy penny is small enough to mount on an album leaf ; distribution of
Maundy Money is now the only reminder of the ceremony of “Washing the feet of
the poor.”
April 4. Good Friday.
Stamps : Bire, issue of 1935, depicting the Veneration of the Cross ; Austria, issue of
1945 depicting a Wayside Calvary at Fragoss, Styria,
Postrrark : At Prague in 1937 an exhibition of old art was commemorated by a post-
mark depicting a crucifix flanked by the figures of Our Lady and § John. -
April 5. Holy Saturday. )
Postmark : Jerusalem, accompanied by an illustration of the Holy Sepulchre Church.
April 6. Easter Day.
Postmarks : Isla de Pascua (Pacific Ocean), Pasqua (Venezuela). Slogan postmarks
used in Rome during Holy Week 1956 “Buona Pasqua” and in ULS.A, “At Iaster
Help Crippled Children.”
May 15, Ascension Day.
Stamps and Postmarks : Ascension Tsland.
May 25, Whitsun Day.
Postmarks : Tsie ofy Espiritu Santo and Pentecost Tsland.

THE INTERPRETER’S HOUSE

“SMITH stops at 2 bookstall and sees a book‘Great Problems solved’—If it solves a erime,
he is entranced—if it solves & quiz, he is excited—if it solves a chess problem, he is in-
terested, © But if it solves the problem of SMITF—if it explains the stones under his fect,
or the stars above his head—he finds it dull.” (G K Chesterton.)

We believe that the Church has the answers to a great many of Smith’s problems,
and we are convinced that their solution is by no means dull,

We invite all who have any questions they would like answered to send them, or put
them in the Question Box in S Clement’s Church, Clement’s Lane, King William Street,
London, E.C4, We have a team of clergy ready to deal with them, and on January 14th
we started what we hope may prove to be an experiment of lasting value. There ought
1o be in the centre of London a “Church of the ‘why and wherefore’ ” to which folk may
come an bring queries and problems, both their own and those of friends, with the cet-
tainty of petting an honest and careful answer, )

Already a number of enquiries have come in which we shall attempt to deal with.
Many aré concerned with subjects which one might be disposed to regard as comparitively
trivial, but we must avoid the mistake of thinking that they are unimportant ; a smalt point
may often lead to a much more significant truth,

Please make this project known. If already attached to a church, draw the attention
of the patish priest and fellow-members to it and we will gladly send a notice for display
in the porch.

And give us the benefit of a prayer for this piecce of work.

The tollowing questions are a gelection from many sent in :—**Qught a Christian to
be afraid of death?” “Where docs the Church get all its money from?” *“Was the
Chutch of England founded by Henry VIIT?” ‘‘Are Sacraments any good?”
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THE ROYAL MAUNDY
by W H MorLiy

THE DISTRIBUTION of the Royal Maundy is one of the most ancient
of the ceremonies of Foly Week. It takes its name from the opening words
of the first antiphon, ‘Mandatum novam do vobis’ (‘A new commandment
have T given you that ye love one another’). From very eatly days Our
Lord’s %mmility in washing his disciples’ feet has been imitated by the
Catholic Church and at least from the fourth century it has been observed
by Kings, Bishops, Abbots and other great personages including Popes.

Jn carly days the English kings washed the feet of as many old men as they were years
old and then gave them meat, money and clothes. Queen Elizabeth I performed the
ccremony bue James Il was the last English king to do so.  William [II delegated the
cetemony to the Lord Almoner (the Archbishop of York) who performed it in the Chapel
Royal, but it was discontinued about 1731. I'he last European monarch to perform it
was His Catholic Majesty King Alfonso XIII of Spain.

In England the annual distribution can be traced back to the twelfth century and
probably goes back at least to the days of Edward the Confessor. The ceretnony took
place wherever the sovereign was in residence for Haster, but in later days it was usually
held in London and from 1660 to 1890 at the Old Palace of Whitehall. Since 1890 it
has usually been held at Westminster Abbey but in 1953 § Paul’s Cathedral was chosen
and Southwark Cathedral in 1955, It has certainly not taken place outside London since
the reign of Charles II and no record exists of it ever having previously becn held at S
Alban’s Cathedral.

For many years the distribution was made by the Lord High Almoner but in 1932
King George V revived the custom of personal distribution which has been followed by
all his successors, From the beginning of the 15th century the recipients have numbered
as many old men and old women as the sovereign’s years of age. The Maundy pence
(silver pennies, twopennies, threepennies and fourpennies in amount to the age of the
sovereign) probably originated in the large quantities of small coins which in medieval
times were thrown to the crowds as largessse on-royal progresses but Maundy money
was first specially coined in the reign of Charles II.

There are two distributions, first of 45/~ for men, contained in a white purse and
35/- for women contained in a green purse, in licu of clothing, The second distribution
consists of two purses, one red, containing 30/- in lieu of provisions and 20/- for the
redemption of the sovereign’s gown ; and the Maundy pence in a white purse, both being
tied together. The almsdish which was used is part of the Royal regalia, brought from the
Tower of London, and in the opening procession was carried on the head of the Yeoman
of the Guard with the strings of the purses hanging over the edge.

.'The recipients must be over the age of sixty-five and have paid rates and taxes, 'This
is one of the few occasions when the public sees the Queen’s Bodyguard of the Yeomen
of the Guatd, the oldest military body in the kingdom, in theig full uniform in which the
‘I'ndor Rose plays a prominent part. The Children of the Chapel Royal in their picturesque
uniform assisted with the singing. The Lord High Almoner (the Bishop of St Alban’s)
and his assistants of the Royal Almonry were girded with towels in remembrance of the
catlier feet-washing ceremony, and they, together with all taking part Including Fer
Ivliajcsty, cartied nosegays of sweet herbs, another link with medieval days and times of
plaguc.

Thete were over ten thousand applications for seats in the Abbey from St Albans
people alone and also from many others but though the normal seating of the great building
was increased by one thousand, many had to be disappointed and thousands heard the
scrvice relayed outside.

The recipients were drawn from all parts of the St Alban’s diocese and among them
wetc at least threc members of our Guild. Normally in St Albans as elsewhere church
bells are not rung during the last days of Holy Week, but by tradition they are rung for
the Maundy Scrvice when attended by the sovereign, and the bells of St Albans Abbey
greeted the Queen. People waited over two hours, three and four deep along the streets
where the Queen passed. It was a great day for the diocese and city of St Albans, and a
memorable one for those servers of § Saviour’s church who were privileged to receive

the Maundy .
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T he Attention of Servers
and all Catholics

IS CALLED TO
THE WORK OF

“The Guild of all Souls”

Founded March 1873

A Devotional Guild for Intercessory Prayer for -
the Dying and for the Repose of the Souls of
Deceased Members and all the Faithful departed.

An Intercession Paper of names of the Departed
is issued Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book,
for perpetual remembrance is issued each year.

Enquiries from :—
The Rev. The Secretary,
G.A.S. Office,
39, Victoria Street,
WESTMINSTER, S.W.1.
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THE HOLY CROSS
by W H MonLsy

THOUGH crucifixion was widely used in olden times, the Romans only
crucified slaves and people of the lowest degree, and this indignity accorded
to Our Lord may have been the reason why no apparent attempt was made
by the early Christians to obtain His Cross. : -

‘The wood had appatently not been re-used and it was intact, but it had gradually
become engulfed under 2 continuous growth of vegeration, drlfung sand, etc. It is also
not known what effect the destruction of Jerusalem under Titus in A.D. 70 had upon
Calvary. Bishop Macarius of Jerusalem had search made about D.A, 320 and thete is
cven an earlier claimant but it 1s Known that 2 rclic of the Cross was at Jerusalem at the
heginning of the fourth century.

‘Though the claim of 8 MHelena did not appear until the end of the fourth century and
the fitst mention is in a sermon of S Ambrose in 393, yet she is generally credited with its
discovery. The Empress Helena was wife of Constantius I and mother of Constantine
the Great but very little is known of her origin. She was probably born at Drepanum
on the gulf of Nicomedia, which was renamed Helenopolis by Constantine in her honour.
‘The largely-held medieval tradition of her English birth has no historical foundation.
‘These legends represented her as an English princess, and Geoffrey of Monmouth (died
1190)dm'1de her the daughter of King Coel after whom-Colchester is supposed to he
name

Whether he was the Old King Cole whom a well-known nursery rhyme describes as
‘a merry old soul’ is also a legend not exactly verified. This English legend is strongly
held at Colchester where a large statue of § Felena holding the Cross surmounts the tower
of the Town Hall, and the borough arms of three crowns refer to another legend by which
she also found the relics of the Three Kings or Wisc Men now contained in a reliquary
in Cologne Cathedral,

These legends have undoubtedly influenced her cult in England, where l'lrgc number
of churches are dedicated to her. She seems to have becomne a Christian during Constan-
tine’s youth and upon his succession as Emperor in 306 she possessed great influence and
became a devoted protectress of the Church. At an advanced age she made a pilgrimage
to Palestine in 326 and founded basilicas on the Mount of Olives and at Bethlechem. She
is stated to have heen led to the site of Calvary by an aged ch who had inherited traditional
knowledge of its position,

Our Lord’s Cross still had Pilate’s superscription upon it, which was sent to Rome
and preserved in the church of § Croce Gerusalemme which was specially built for it.
His Cross was also identified by the miraculous cure of a sick woman stretched upon it,
which is quoted by § Ambrose and others.

Constantine’s conversion to Christianity is generally attributed to his vision of a
Cross in the heavens with the inscription *By this sign conquer’ on the eve of his victory
over Maxentius in 312.  The Cross then became the ackno 1cdgcd symbol of Christianity,
just as long afterwards the Crescent was adopted by Tslam and so today the millions of
fl;dherents of these rwo great religions are to be found ranged under their respective

annets

Until then the use of the holy sign had been restricted and private and ir will be
remembered how the Christians in the play “The Sign of the Cross’ made themselves known
" to each other by marking it on the ground.

The nails were also claimed to have been found, of which § Heclena thrcw one into
the sea during a storm and another was incorporated into the Crown of Lombardy.  The
number is not known, though most equv plcrurcs show four, and that is the generally
accepted number.

Constantine caused crosscs to be sct up in public places, on public buildings and in
towns and villages, which custom spread mp1dlrJ throughout Christendom of which we
have many ancient and medieval examples in this country. A preaching cross was erected
at S Paul’s, London, before 1259 and was demolished by Parliament in 1643 but has been
re-erected within recent years, The cross soon became an object of devotion and a
surprising number of relics of it were distributed throughout Christendom.
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The Frankish queen S Radecgunda decreed that a pottion of it given to her by the
Emperor Justin IT should be brought in triumphal procession to her convent of the Holy
Cross at Poitiers, for which was composed the famous hymn Vexilla Regis prodeunt (English
Hymnal 94) by her friend Venantius Fortunatus—a great writer and poet—who subse-
quently became bishop of Poitiers, The custom of kneeling at the sixth verse has come
down through the ages possibly from the first occasion when the hymn was sung at
Poitiers in the presence OF the relic.

The action of the Western Church in making Bishop Fortunatus' hymns the Office
Hymns for Passiontide has undoubtedly caused English people to regard to some extent
the Royalty and Victory of the Passion. The custom of making the sign of the Cross in
honour and veneration of Our Lord can be traced to the third century whilst the custom
of praying with outstretched arms as Qur Lord on the Cross probably goes hack to apostolic
times.

The feast of the ‘Invention’ {i.e. ‘Discovery’) and Finding of the Holy Cross in kept on
May 3rd whilst the feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, commonly cn]lcc{ Holy Cross Day,
is observed on September 14th.  This feast commemorates the re-erection of the Cross
in Jerusalem by the Emperor Heraclius in 628 after its removal by the Persians. This
feast may also commemorate the dedication in 335 of the churches built on the sites of
the Crucifixion and of the Floly Sepulchre, and it was in general observance before the end
of the seventh century. -

BROTHER JOHN’S JOTTINGS

IT IS REPORTED that a Roman Catholic Order has produced a film-strip,
‘How 1o serve Mass.” This is a possibility amateur film-makers in the Guild
might consider. A few years ago the Church Literature Association pro-
duced a very good film-strip on Low Mass and the photographs were also
used in an illustrated commentary on the Mass which they also produced.

"This hook, with its clear illustrations, has heen used for the instruction of new scrvers
with good results.  An odd, but interesting fact which emerges from the Roman Catholic
experiment, is that red vestments and frontals reproduce the hest.

Students of church dedications often find that the original dedication of a church
has heen changed in the course of its history. Two examples, one ancient and the other
quite modern, both come from the Hertfordshire town of Hitchin,  The ancient parish
church was originally dedicated to S Andrew, but in the medieval peried, with the rise
of the powerful Guild of S Mary in the town, the church became known as § Mary's
Church and is stiil so known today. At the other end of the town is the Butterfield church
of Holy Saviour, not yet a hundred years old. This has a chapel known as § Anne’s
Chapel, Recently the vicar discovered that the founder and first vicar of the church
named this chapel ‘S Andrew’s chape!’ in honour of the original patron of the town. In
later years a small statue of S Anne was placed in this chapel, and the parishioners started
to refer to ‘S Anne’s chapel’” and the original dedication was quite forgotten.

May brings the feast of § Whalstan, and if you visit the village of Bawburgh, near
Naorwich, you will find his holy well standing near to the church and still visited by pilgrims.
S Walstan was a Saxon of noble birth, who abandoned the luxury of his home to work
as a labourcr on a nearby farm, e was noted for his sanctity and in later years Rast
Anglian farm workers regarded him as their pateon.  Fis relics were formerly enshrined
at Bawburgh but were thrown out at the Reformation, and his transept-shrine was
destroyed. On the wall of the arch formerly leading to this shrine now hangs a picturc
of the saint, copied from a medieval rond-screen, with its lamp, candles, prée-dien and
flowers.

Some years ago T read of a country church where on Good Friday the vicar hung
portable Stations of the Cross on bushes and trces in a neighbouring meadow, and his

congregation made the Stations in the open air, at once an act of devotion and an act of
witness. Does any reader know if this practice is carried out anywhere today?
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Marriage and the Church’s Discipline

Father Barnard in bis article in the Dcecember edition of your magazine has given us
a clear account of the traditional Catholic teaching on marriage and divorce, 1t is however
rather surprising that he has overlooked completely the scholastic distinction between
formal and material sin. Large numbers of people who have been divorced and remarried
are in precisely this position ; they have not wilfully deficd the Church’s teaching because
they never really knew what it was, and this is not entircly their fault, the Church.has in
part failed in its duty to teach these people. It s intercsting to note the staggering increase
n divorce since 1913 which Father Barnard quotes, but this is not catirely due to-the
fact that divorce has been made easier ; it is during the last 50 years that the church has so
very largely lost its hold on the masses of this country.

Admittedly remarried divorcees are in a false position. But so often their sin is
material rather than formal and therefore is not culpable.  Furthermore such people often
turn to the Church not as individuals but as families, very often brought into the Church
through the Church’s contact with their children. How can we tell such people that
they must separate?

Father Barnard himself has given us the answet to this vast problem when he referred
to the act of Convocation in placing the responsibility for readmittance of such cases to,
the Holy Communion upon the Bishops of the dioceses in which they live. It is a pity
that he did not follow out the implications of this important act. 1t is certainly the duty
of the Bishop ; how else arc we to interpret our Lord’s command to the Apostles to bind
and to loose?  What meaning can we give to this command if not that it is the Bishops,
the fully accredited successors of the Apostles, who have the power and authority to
administer not only Catholic justice, but mercy and charity too.

Just as our Lord came into the world to save it as it was, so must the Church in
ministering to souls start from where there is sin and falsehood but also penitence and a
desirc for mercy. The Church cannot just rearrange things in life to make its work easier as
Father Barnard seems to suggest. His position is the rigotist one, and it must always
be tempered with merey rhrough the office and ministry of the Apostles—the Bishops of
our Church.

S,

Yours faithfully,
177, Cowbridge Road West, {Revd.) D. 8. Lee.
Ely, Cardiff, Glam. * . .
2nd january, 1958.

THE GUILD OFFICE
. I
by the Revd § H Jarneer,

, Chaplain-General

WEHEN 1 accepted the Editor’s kind invitation to write these articles about
the Guild Office I fully expected, like an author undertaking the biography
of some famous person, to be snowed under by volumes of historical data
but, alas! like the poor Israelites of old in Egypt, I find myself, in this
matter .of history, trying to make bricks without straw, since what was
once remembered about the drawing up of the Guild Office is now forgotten.

There is, of course, the hope that this article may, when THE SERVER comes out, stir up
some memoties among older membets of the Guild, and that, in later articles, 1 shall be
able to fill in the gaps of this. All that 1 have managed to glean is that Father Denny of
§ Peter’s, Vauxhall, Father Deedes, of § John the Divine, Kennington, and Mr W H Hill,
secretary of the English Church Union, were all engaged in drawing up the Office, and
that Bishop Frere composed the Plainsong setting ; so we may say that we owe to this
distinguished group of compilers a debt of immeasureable gratltude
SERVANTS OF THE SANCTUARY
The first thing that strikes me about having an “office” at all, is the strength to be
derived from corporate worship, and this is particularly true, when up and down the
. country, both-here and overseas, this Office, like the Divine Oﬁicc of the Church herself,
is being offered to Almighty God by men dedicated to His service in a particular way—
the service of the Altar. T wondct who was responsible for the title of our Guild, for the
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choice of words could not, to my mind, have been bettered-—the Servants of the Sanctuary,
not the servers note, but the servants, a title which in these days is looked upon, like good
manners and courtesy, as being derogatory to one’s importance, most humiliating and
stmacking of feudal servitude. We know how Our Blessed Lord used it of Mimself and
the Pope’s proudest title is that of the “servant of the servants of God,” and we may
therefore: be very thankful that we too are servants, servants of the sanctuary of God,
and 1 hope we shall never be tempted to bring cither the title of the Guild nor its Office
up to date. The Sanctuary speaks of hidden and most wonderful mysteries, which shall
not cease until Qur Blessed Lord comes again at the last day to judge the quick and
the dead.

l¢ is frequently urged by those who revel in extempore prayer that the set forms of
Mother Church lend themselves to vain repetition. 1t is, as we know, an argument,
that can be brought against any form of organised worship, and familiarity all too often
breeds conteinpt, but that is a matter for us to deal with, and the fault lies with us and not
with the Office if we grow “weary of well-doing” it. But let us turn to the Office itself
with more cate than we usually find time to give to it, and we shall discover, 1 believe, that
thosec who gave it to us were inspired, especially in their choice of Psalms.
PREPARATION

The secret ““Our Father,” which the officiant recites kneeling at the altar follows that
customary silent preparation for all offices in religious houses. It is the only fitting pre-
paration when we come to think of it, a reminder that we cannot rush helter skeleer into
offices, masscs or even private prayer, but we must before we begin recollect in whose
Presence we are, and to Whom we are about to offer our worship, whether it be public
or private.

The first Psalm 18, vetses 24 to end, in its turn strikes at once a note of preparation,
our preparation, priest and servers alike, for what we are about to do, and beginning, as
it does in our Office at verse 24, we there learn how the character of cach man determines
what Géd means to him and as one commentator points out the effect of verse 24 is as
though Almighty God camc to mect perversity and give way to it,  You find the same
idea expressed by § Paul in his Epistle to the Romans, where in the very first chapter he
says : “Whercfore God also give them up t6 uncleanness through the lusts of their own
hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves,” and, again later in the same
chapter he writes “and even as they did not like to retain God in thelr knowledge God
gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient,”” And,
s0, in this Psalm we begin, rightly, on a note of preparation and warning, we arc to come
to our duties, our service at the altar, in the right state of mind, with clean hands and
hearts ; we are to identify ourselves, in 50 far as we ean, with the sacrifice which we arc to
offer with the priest, and further we are 10 identify ourselves with the Victim to he offered
in this representation of the Sacrifice of Calvary, and the principle is the same when we
sing the Guild Office. ‘

HUMILITY

The Psalm has more lessons to teach us, one, particularly in verse 27, which we priests
and servers alike never find casy to learn—thc lesson of humility, Nothing is so nauscating
as false pride and self-conceit demonstrating itself within the Sanctuary—it is the very
negation of oyr vocation as servants of the sanctuary, and the supercilious server who knows
all the answers and who is only too anxious to parade his knowledge and to snub the
“ignorant” is, 1 believe, the **Judas” of the Sanctuary. ‘T'he Psalm speaks of the loving
correction of Almighty God—the discipling, as onc version has ir, and much as we may
jib at God’s correction and discipline, where should we be without it—perhaps it is the
one¢ way in which we can learn true humility. .

FATTHFULNESS j

Note again the wonderful note of firm and unshakeable faith which characterises
this psalm, telling us that if only we are fiithful we shall not be left defenceless before
the onslaught of our enemies ; the many spiritual enemies which surround us. Onc of
the most deadly today being the temptation to succumb to the I couldn’t care less™
attitude "of s0 many around us or that travesty of the worship of God which allows the
server to imagine that he need not come to church unless he is “on duty.” Another terrible
temptation which 1 met with very early in my serving days is that possessiveness which
bids the server regard one particular duty as his own exclusive right. A one-note man inan
orchestra may be a fitting subject for the cartoonist but the one-duty man in the Sanctuary
is a scandal | Years ago now, when 1 served during my vacations from Oxford, at a very
well known church 1 remember how at the High Mass one Sunday a very senior server
went home because he could not carry the banner he had always carried in procession.
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There are worse spiritual enemies to fight we all know that, but humility is an absolute
requirement for a servant of the sanctuary, for it is the sanctuary of God. )

The Psalm ends on a note of thanksgiving and whereas at first sight there may be
the temptation to see in the words relating as they do to David, little that seems apposite
to ourselves, it is the great miracle of the Psalms that they touch our lives at every point,
and for that reason, among others, they have occupied such a unique position on the
worship of the Church. B .

T would suggest therefore that we do from time to time study the Psalms of our
Guild Office ; we may know them all by heart and can recite them as easily as the Pater
Noster, but what we need to do is to stop for a short period to dwell upon the meaning of

-the familiar wortds, and more especially the meaning they have for us. It always seems to
me that Qur Blessed Lord summed up perfectly our relationship hoth to the Altar and to
Him, whose Altar it is, when he said “It is enough for the disciple that he be as his Master
and the servant as his lord.” That surely must be the lifelong ambition, to reflect in a
world, which has so little or no time for Him, something of the character of the Priest-
Victim of the Holy Sacrifice, for, only through us His servants the world over, can thou-
sands outside ever even glimpse “the truth as it is in Christ Jesus.”

Dear old Father Leary, in the days when he was vicar of § Augustine, Kilburn,
always insisted that the offering of the High Mass in that church should be as perfect as
it was humanly possible to make it, as he realised that such a service, so offered, had a
tremendous evangelistic appeal. The glimpse of the worship in heavenly places so offered
at the altar hete on earth made people enquire of their priests “what mean you by this
service?”’ We might well keep Father Leary’s wisdom in our minds every time when
we, as Servants of the Sanctuary, offer the Guild Office.

THE OCCASIONAL OFFICES

VI. THE CHURCH'S MINISTRY TO SICK AND
DYING AND DEPARTED

by the Revd W H BarNarD,
Rectar of Hinton Martel, Dorset
INTRODUCTION

Iliness is an experience which comes to almost every human being at
some time or other in life. It may be of a chronic or temporary nature
more, ot less, serious, perhaps danger of death.

Whatever the occasion may be, the Christian religion has its message
and ministry for it.

Our Blessed Lord cleatly showed during His life on earth that man’s
body, as well as his soul, has its place in God’s putposes. So it is natural
for us to find in the Church’s Prayer Book a special section for the Sick,
ince, as we said previously, our Prayer Book provides for every occasion
‘from the cradle to the grave.”

1. THE VISITATION OF THE SICK ’

This is the first service provided for a child of God who is ill. The Rubric reads,
“When any person is sick, notice shall be given thereof to the minister of the parish.’
Clearly, this follows the Scriptural exhortation in James, chapter 4, v, 14, “Is any sick
among you? let him call for the elders of the Church and let them pray over him.”

‘The Parish Priest is under an obligation to visit and minister 1o the sick. 1t is one of
his primary spititual duties and an urgent sick call means he should leave everything else
to attend the person concerned. But do remember the priest needs to be informed. It
is often assumed he has some kind of second sight or psychic powers, whereby he knows
when any of his parishioners is ill. Like any other human being, he needs To BE Tovp.
- The Form of service provided in the Prayer Book is not meant to be so much a set
form as a model, or outline of the kind of ministry which is to be given the sick person.
The needs of the individual vary so much according to circumstances and condition.

The Service, as we have it, is similar to the old Sarum (pre-Reformation) service and
that of the 1549 Prayer Book, but the anointing with oil is omitted, . .
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First thete is an Infroduction with suitable prayers to be said at the bedside. Then
follows an Esxborfation to Faith and Repentance in which the sick person is urged to
examine his belief in God, his own life, and if necessary make his will. Also he is to
“be moved to make a special confession of his sins.”” Thete follows the words of Ahsolu-
tion, which the priest is to use.

The 1662 Prayer Book then adds in place of the Anointing (the 3rd part of the old
Sarum Service) other prayers and a final blessing.

That this is not altogether a satisfactory form of service is shewn by the various
Revisions which have been made since the 17th century. Thus we find in the proposed
1928 Prayer Book, and Books of other churches in the Anglican Communion, e.g. the
American, Scottish, and S, African Prayer Books, suggestions for (¢) prayers for the sick
by the general congregation and not only the priest. Hence the custom of reading out
in chuech lists of sick people in the parish ;

(B) the laying on of Fands by suitable persons, whether clerical or lay. This is spoken
of as both helpful and spiritual ;

(¢) the revival of the anointing with holy oil, blessed by a Bishop, as a vital part of the
Church’s ministry of healing. Again this is scriptural, for in the text already quoted from
§ Jameés® Epistle there follows the words *'let them pray over him,” these words, “anointing
him with o1l in the name of the Lord.”

Such anointing was in common use in the early Church, Tt was done, not only when
there was danger of death, but also when there was expectation .of bodily healing, in a
case of ordinary sickness.

As oil had been used for the Christian 's Baptism, and Confirmation, also in Marriage
and Ordination, this last anointing with oil in sickness came to he known as Bsefreme
(the last) Unetion. Tt was not to be used ONLy when there was danger of death, as we shall
see in our next article on Holy Unction.

Provision is next made in the Prayer Book for

2, THE COMMUNION OF THE SICK

From the first days of Christianity, the Church has taken great care to see that her
sick members should not be deprived of Holy Communion. As illness prevented their
attendance at the public Mass, the Holy Food was sent to them in their homes. As we °
saw in our articles on Reservation some years aﬁo, this was done at first by the deacons, or
some worthy lay person, even a boy server like Tarsicius for c.g., taking the Sacrament
from the altar immediately after Mass. Sometimes the Blessed Sactament was set aside
(reserved) somewhere in the church building for use as need arose.

It was mos? unusual for Mass to be celebrated anywhere except in the Church, right up
to the time of the Reformation, For a public service to bhe celebeated privately was
obviously a little strange. . )

But the first English Prayer Book of 1549 provided for such a private service whilst
retaining the custom of Resetvation of the Blessed Sacrament,

The 1662 Prayer Book gives definite instructions for 2 private celebration of Holy
Communion. The Priest is directed to make his comminion first dnd then to administer
It to any others present as well as to the sick person.

For 2 person seriously ill such a service would be rather exhausting. It also ohscures
the idea of the Mass as she Act of worship of the whole People of God. Tt is fat more
convenient to all concerned, as well as in accordance with the earliest Christian practice,
for the priest to use the Reserved Sacrament as the supremely natural way for feeding the
sick members of the Christian family, The Sacred Food of the Family is brought to them
from the Family altar in church, so linking them, in their absence, with the public worship
of God’s Family in God’s House.

Last of all, we must now consider briefly the provision made by the Prayer Book for
thOsel Christians who do not recover from sickness, but have passed beyond the veil
namely

3. THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD )

It is probably true to say that the Service, as provided in the Prayer Book of 1662 is
never used as it stands, for reasons we shail examine in a4 moment,

First, let us note for whom the Service cannat be used, The Rubric states that no one
who is unbaptized, excommunicated or has taken his own life deliberately, that is, when a
coroner’s jury has returned a verdict of “felo-de-se” (not of “unsound mind™) at an inquest,
can have the Prayer Book service, It is provided for those who have been loyal and active
members of the Church, Even so, the service is most wwsatitfactory.
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This is largely duc to the intense dislike of the leaders of the Reformation in England,
who compiled our Prayer Bouk, of any idea of a period of probation or progress for a
* departed soul when it leaves this work?: There was, in addition, an utter abhorrence of
the practice of prayers for the departed despite the support of the Scriptures.

Such opposition was partly the result of medieval superstition and corruption con-
cerning the Faithful departed.” From the catliest times, the Church has provided for
prayers for the Departed and a special form of, Mass for them, known as a Reguiem (from
the opening words of the Introit). It was a niatural way of expressing the unity of Christ’s
Family both on earth and beyond the veil. .

The fitst English Prayetr Book of 1549 did providc for a Mass of Requiem, as well as a
special Office for the Dead and a burial Service.

In the 1552 Prayer Book, the whole service was thrown into confusion because of
the violent controversy then raging about the doctrine of Purgatory and prayers for the
dead. The Officc of the Dead and the Requiem Mass were abolished. Changes were
made in the collects so as to provide no direct prayer for the dead person, the emphasis
being on those present at the funeral. For exam?lc, “we beseech Thee to raise wr from
the death of sin.” 1In fact the whole structurc of the service became very strange both
from a liturgical and practical point of view,

Unfortunately, the 1662 Prayet Book did not teturn to the plan of 1549 but tried only
to straighten out a little the “mixture” of 1552, ~ Consequently, we find the opening sen-
tences, A Psalm and Lesson, of the Burial Office are ordered to be said in church and
the whole of the remainder of the service is to be at the graveside. This “‘temainder
consists of the short Kyries, the Lord’s Praycr, two long Collects (one from the old Sarum
Requiem Mass, which would seem to imply that a celebration of the Holy Communion
was expected), and the Grace, together with the actual prayers for the Commital of the
dead body, . .

Obviously this is most unsuitable and the usual custom is to say the Kyries, Lord’s
Praycr, Colleets and Grace # the church, after the Lesson, leaving just the committal
praycrs for the graveside.

Two world wars have altered English people’s views about prayers for the dead.
Even among Protestants, there is less bitterness and opposition,

It is chiefly this neglect of prayers for the departed which has led to the risc and
popularity of Spiritualism.

For Cathelics, the old order of the Sarum Burial Office, shortened perhaps to that of
1549 should be used. This would mean the body of the departed person is brought to
the church the night befote the day of the funeral and Vespers of the Dead said, or sung.
Sometimes it is possible for an all-night watch of prayer to be kept, or Mattins and Lauds
' of the Dead might be recited. :

Next morning a Requiem Mass would be offercd followed by Absolutions of the
Dead and straight away (or later in the moening, if the Mass is at an early hout). the Prayer
Book-Burial Service. Special prayets for the departed person are sometimes added to the
latter and sprinkling the coffin with Holy Water aftet the comunittal is done by the priest,
and (if desired) by the relatives of the deceased also.

CONCLUSION
So does our Mother the Church care for the body and soul of each of Her children,

both in sickness and in health and last of all at death, The Resurrection of our Blessed
Lord changed man’s whole outlook on death, as His Passion has changed our attitude
towards sickness. In Jesus Christ’s Resurrection, we find the sure and certain hope of
our own. Death is but the gate through which we pass to life immortal. It is one more
stage in our joutney to God. ‘

As we believe in the Communion of Saints, so we know that our brothers and sisters,
who have passed on before us, are still one with us in Christ. They live on in the unscen
world in the nearer Presence of God, being prepared for the final stage of the Christian’s
journey to God, which will bring us all to the vision of God Himself.

The words of our Lord Himself rcad in the Burial Office, and the keynote of the
whele service, remind us of this great truth.. )
“He that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live ; and whosoever
liveth and believeth in Me shall never die,” for “I am the Resurrection and the Life.”
a 25
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PERSONS AND THINGS SEEN IN CHURCH
by the Revd Canon 8 C Joap

ONE of my eatliest memotics of church setvices is of a portly gentleman
clad in a black frock coat and striped trousers, heading a procession of some
six or eight other gentlemen similarly attired, who each carried a little bag,
They all stood at the chancel steps and deposited their bags in a large silver
dish held by a clergyman called “The Curate,”” He then took the dish and
presented it to the Vicar, who stood before the altar looking anxiously
(as it seemed to me) at the group of gentlemen at the chancel entrance.
Having received the dish from the Curate, he then turned his back on us
and heaved the dish high in the air. At this point the portly gentleman
aforesaid, and his colleagues, bowed their heads reverently, and returned
to their places in the church,

1 learned that the portly gentleman was a Churchwarden, and ever since T have never
quite got over my feclings of awe and reverence for their office and persons,  The office
of churchwarden, | have always understood, was the highest to which a layman could
attain. It is certainly a very ancient office, and probably originated in the days when
bishops required every parish in theit dioceses to send lay representatives to attend the
diocesan synod. These persons were known as testes synodales, and in time the tendency
of patishes was to send the same representatives to every meeting of the synod.

From the synodsmen, ot sidesmen, the churchwardens appear to have originated,
there is plenty of evidence of their existence during the Middle Ages, but legislation
regarding the duties of their office and the methods of their appointment, appears mainly
to date from the 16th century and onwards. As the name implies, these officials are the
keepers of the church fabric and the church goods. For long they were also officers of
state, for they were responsible along with overseers, for the relief of the poor, the repair
of roads, and for levying of rates. The passing of the Local Government Act of 1894
relieved churchwardens of much of their secular responsibilities, and they remain today
as the clected representatives of the laity in their respective parishes.

The setting up of parochial church councils has also modified their duties to some
extent in that the burden of finance is shared by the councils. Chutchwardens, however
still have powers that no other persons possess. They can allocate the seating of the
congregation, and they have the duty of keeping order during the time of divine service,
They can even arrest disturbers of the peace ikp such disturbance occuts in service time, and
they can prosecute under the brawling acts, As representatives of the people they are
to be elected at the Easter Vestry each year. By custom the incumbent usually nominates
one warden, but, strictly speaking, they should both be elected by the laity, Having said
so much about the dignity of their office, let me now call your attention to those devoted
men in your own church who so unselfishly bear the burden of the partucrship between-
the parish priest and his people,

In most churches one or both of the wardens are present at the principal services
and we see them taking up the collection, handing out books, and generally supervising
things in the body of the church. I have had a long and varied experience of church-
wardens, but on the whole, T must say that they have proved themselves my guides,
philosophers, and friends. 1 have not always had happy relations with them, for on
occasions I have been reported to my diocesan for such varied offences as ““Wearing a bell
on his aem” ; observing the Feast of the Immaculate Coneeption ; and for sedition, privy
conspiracy, and rebellion.”  Fortunately my bishops have not been destitute of common
sense, and I have escaped the weightier penalties of the law. On the othet hand 1 have
had cause to be most grateful to one churchwarden when 1 was invalved in legal proceed-
ings, for he not only defended me in court, but from his own purse paid for me to be
represented by counsel. Other wardens have proved their friendship by timely advice,
and when trouble has come in the parish, their staunch loyaley has been simply invaluable.

Wherever you may live, the churchwardens of your church deserve your support and
friendship, for rarely in these days arc they anything but devoted servants of God and
Holy Church,
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NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

HOLY APOSTLES, GUERNESY
Forty brothess and priests sang the Office in the ancient church of S Marguerite de la
Foret on the feast of ‘the Epiphany. The candle lit church and unaccompanied singing
of the Office was most imptressive. Wl

S8 CHAD, COVENTRY
On Saturday, January 11th, 1958, the Chapter held their Epiphany Festival in 8 Mary
Magdalen, Coventry, by kind invitation of the Vicar, Canon Rathbone, when about 90
. servets and priests with a number of friends gathered for the Office and to welcome the
Ié:shop, the Rt Revd C K N Bardsley, who presided at this his second visitation to the
apter.

 The address was given by the Revd Kingsley Walker, the vicar of § Mastin in the
Fields, Finham, who spoke on the patron of the Guild, Samuel, who both as a boy and
later as a4 grown man took the worship in the Sanctuary and cutside in the world for the
glory of God and to the edifying of the people of his time, He, like the modern server
shewed the real spirit of reverence and holy fear so necessary for present day servers to
follow and enjoined them to be fervent in spirit—serving the Lord. T

"The Bishop afterwards invited the Guild to take part in a service of praise and thanks-
giving to be held in the new Cathedral shortly after its consecration in about four years’
time when he hoped that the Guild would gather together to witness for the Faith of Holy
Church in the new House of God. He suggested that the local Chapter might begin to
plan for this special Festival of the Guild to give the rightful place of the Server in the
Church’s worship in its central church,

A noteworthy gathering and one to be remembered as.a landmark in the Coventry
Servers’ history.

THE INCARNATE WORD, KINGSTON

During the past year under its new Chaplain, Frs] D Curson, the Chapter has main-
tained monthly meetings, with its Easter festival at S Alban, Teddington. On the eve
of Corpus Christi the Chapter joined in an evening high mass at 8§ Michael and George,
Fulwell. Laleham Abbey was visited in July, and All Saints’, Hanworth, in November.
High mass was celebrated on the feast of Holy Innocents in S Mary,Walton-on-Thames,
and on the Epiphany the Office was sung in All Saints’, Twickenham. The Chapter is
raising funds to buy two copes for cantors at their offices, and in order not to decrease
their C.O.F. subscriptions each member is paying 2/6 per annum towards that fund.

THE HOLY & INDIVISIBLE TRINITY,

CHELTENHAM & GLOUCESTER .

The Bishop of Tewkesbury presided at the Office last November in S Stephen,

Gloucester, This was arranged at his own request and is the first time a bishop has been
present,

S HUGH & ALL SAINTS, HIGH WYCOMBE
This revived Chapter is gradually increasing in strength, During the past year it
has met ten times. The annual festival will be held on 17th May at § Lawrence, West
l\)(/ycombe,}':n the presence of the Bishop of Buckingham.  Fr Jarretr, the Chaplain-General.
1§ to preach. -

) S MARY MAGDALENE, WEDNESBURY ,
The Christmass Festival on January 11th took place at S John, Wedneshbury ; the
rector, Fr ‘Talbot, preaching a sermon after the Office. :

§ JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA, PORTSMOUTH
The Chaptey’s patronal festival was kept on July 19th, 1957, at § Saviour, Stamshaw
when the priest in charge, Fr A ] Talbot, gave an address after the Office. A corporate
communion tock place next morning at S Saviour’s ; breakfast being provided afterwards
‘The Christmass festival was held at the Ascension, North End, with a Solemn Mass on
John Evangelist’s Day. - .
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THE HOLY NAME, S VINCENT, BWI

The annual festival on § Vincent’s Day, Jan 22nd, was held at Layou, after eleven
years; Fr F B Jones, chaplain, sang high mass in § Jame’s church in the presence of the
Bishop., Fr P ] Montgomery preached, A gargantuan meal followed in the School,
and the festival ended with Benediction in the afterncon.

Only about one tenth of the members
of the G.5.5. subscribe regularly to

Obhe Server

This is YOUR magazine and the only
one devoted entirely to Servers and
their work and interests

Please try and introduce the maga-
zine to at least one subscriber in

1958.

Subscription is 3|- per annum post
Jree

* % %
* % *

MELBOURN DAY

MILVERTON — SOMERSET
' ECCLESIASTICAL - VESTMENT - MAKERS

SERVERS COTTAS

PLAIN COTTON CAMBRIC SQUARE YOLK
BOYS' 18" |4/6ea. 20" 15/6 22" 16/6
. MENS’ 26" |9/6ea. 28" 23/6 30" 24/6
COTTON ALBS (BLEACHED LINEN FINISH)
52/54 36/6ea. 56" 40/- 58" 42/6 60" 45/-
CASSOCKS. Boys sizes from 40/- Men from 52/6%
Price-list and Patterns on application.




Do you want CHARCOAL that lights instantly
=

e

O At

at the touch of a match or taper? — yet temains

8 -v";?".'-:alight the whole setvice through.

w

4 St
.. Yes! Thén try our new

&

L s
g

“INSTANT GLOW?”
CHARCOAL SQUARES

4/6d. per box of 48 squates

(Postage - one of two boxes 1/6
Three boxer 1/9
Four boxes  2/-)

%,. The ideal CHARCOAL for G.S.S. Offices, street

" ~processions, or whenever speed is essential.

A SAMPLE SQUARE SENT ON REQUEST

-

Have you tried the Seven Day Candle?

“
&
-
[
3

C. BRITTON & SON

e 88, WILLIAM ROAD,
e 7 REGENT'S PARK, N.W.1.




M OWBRAY.
CHURCH SHOPu

*

Devotional Books
Servers’ Manuals
Cassocks and Surplices
Albs and Cottas
Sanctuary Requisites
Candles

Incense and Charcoal

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION

LONDON
OXFORD
CAMBRIDGE
LEEDS
BIRMINGHAM
MANCHESTER

*

- 28 MARGARET STREET, W.1
35 PEMBROKE STREET, ST. ALDATE’S
- 14 KING’s PARAD:

- - 5 ALBION PLACE

39 CaANNON S

- - 44 BRAZENNOSE $1

v

N

LUF¥S, PRINTRRS, SLOUGH




