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Do you.want CHARCOAL that lights instantly
at the touch of a match or taper? — yet remains

alight the whole setvice through.

Yes! Then try our new

“INSTANT GLOW?”
CHARCOAL SQUARES

4/6d. per box of 48 squates

{Postage - one or two boxes 1/6
Three boxer 1/9
Four boxes 2[-)

The ideal CHARCOAL for G.S.S. Offices, street

processions, or whenever speed is essential.

A SAMPLE SQUARE SENT ON REQUEST

Have you tried the Seven Day Candle?
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88, WILLIAM ROAD,
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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSE\Y

THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the Catholic -

Faith in the Anglican Communion. Since the days of the Trac-
tarians it has been the only effective safeguard against attacks
from within and without, and membership is urged upon all who
believe that the Catholic tradition represents the true mind of
the Church of England.

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees and
a small headquarters staff. The General Councii elected by diocesan
committees is the governing body whose work is carried out
by the Executive Committee. The Catholic Group organjses the
sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. The Theological,
Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed of members with
specialised knowledge. The Church Literature Association pub-
lishes books, filmstrips, and tracts upon a considerable scale.
The Church Social Action Committee arouses interest in social
matters. The Pilgrimage Committee arranges pilgrimages to holy
places. The Fiery Cross Commirtee links together churches
and communities engaged in prayer for the conversion of England.
The Council of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comprising
the superiors of the men’s religious communities and the Church
Union organises the campaign during the octave January 18th
to 25th each year. The Overseas Department assists priests and
others in the mission field. The Church Observer (3d. monthly,
5/- post free annually) is the monthly newspaper ; and the Fiery
Cross Inset (5/6 per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with
definite Catholic teaching.

Members pay an annual minimum subscription of 2/6 and take
part in this work. Members are normally attached to branches
which organise festivals, special services, and meetings of every
description. They have a direct voice in the policy of the
Union through the diocesan committees elected from branch
members,

THE CHURCH UNION

Lorp Haurax House, 6, Hyper PARK Garte, LoNDON, S.W.7.

Telephone— Telegrams—
KNIightsbridge 7371 ANGCATHCON, SOUTHKENS, LONDON
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EDITORIAL

[
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SATELLITE, SKIFFLE AND SAINTS. At the moment of Wrifing

the first two items are topics of discussion among many Christ_iari people.

The launching of the Russian satellites aot only astonished the world but

has shaken the bemused complacency of many. Dan Dare and space

travel may ‘be around the corner. Man is conquering nature. But is he

—ate we not blinding our eyes to the misuse of such power, rather is not
man considering more the domination of his fellow-creatures? Herein is

the Christian’s opportunity once again to proclaim the truths of our faith

in the fatherhood of God and the brothethood of man. This modetn age

nevet needed this truth more.

To proclaim the faith—can it be done with trumpets and saxophones, °
with jazz and swing? - To many churchmen the recent televised broadcast
of an Evening Communion to the setting of the 20th Century Folk Mass
must have come as a shock, Apart from the presentation of the service,
which in its unhurried solemnities and the inspiting singing of the cantor
made a great impression, what was its effect on the man who never comes
to' church—modern man?

It is possible that it did cause some to think again, and one hopes
that such will be. influenced to come to their Saviour and join with the

singers in ‘Praise the Tord.

Satellite, Skiffle and Saints—The last are a testimony to the adequacy
of the Gospels for-any contemporary age. The Chapters of this Guild
each have a patron and an account of some is included in this issue. May
we find encouragement from their example and know the truth of the

Incarnate Lord in our hearts.

May all onr readers have @ bappy Christ Mass.



CONTACTS WITH EUROPE

by the Revd Dom RoBERT PETITPIERRE, O.8.B,

ONE OF THE FIRST and most necessary preparations for the unity of
all Christians is to understand and respect the lives, hopes and faith of
Christians divided from us by tradition and communion. It was therefore
a Egrcat joy that I was given permission to meet and confer with Calvinists
of the ‘“Reformed Churches” of Switzerland and France, with Roman
Catholics in Lyons, and more recently with Calvinists of the Reformed
Church in Holland—where also I had the pleasure of meeting and on one
occasion saying Mass for the Old Catholics of Holland, who are in full
communion with the Church of England,

The outstanding event for me in my earlier journey to France and Switzetland was
to make contact with the monks at Taizé in Prance, and their sister community of nuns
at Grandchamps, near Neuchatel in Switzerland. Many people are surprised—including
many members of the Eglise Vaudoise and the Eglise Reformée de France, to find that
such communities exist in the Calvinist discipline, But they are there, and are very good
too. I had the privilege of long talks with the Prior and sub-prior of Taizé and with the
Mother Superior and the assistant novice mistress at Grandchamps, These two com-
munities grew independently during the war years, but have now adopted a common
Rule and Office Book, both drawn up for their special needs. They have received much
help from Roman Catholics, Anglicans and QOrthodox, but the result is quite clearly and
solidly in the tradition of the Reformed Churches. The life of their houses is clearly
hmomstic in spirit, yet gives even less impression of “borrowing” than our own Anglican

ouses,

The monks of Taize organise retreats, and also serve parishes and special needs in
France and elsewhere ; the nuns of Taize run a large Retreat House for the Eglise Vaudoise,
at which conferences are also held. Both houses are devoted to work for Reunion.
Since 1949 the members of the community have taken Solemn Vows for life; and the
numbers are growing rapidly.

In Holland there is as yet no foundation of monastic life in the Reformed Church,
(Tt is perhaPs worth mentioning that there are three Calvinist churches in Holland, of
which the “Reformed” Hervormde is the largest, and for a large part of the country the
official Church.}) But for some years now the Synod of the Church has organised Retreats

for its members, and there is a growing and very practical interest in the principles and

worl of liturgical reform, which is of course a preoccupation of Roman Catholics, Calvinists
and Lutherans throughout Europe. .

Theological study and discussion is intense : there is evidently a desire to re-examine
the reformation controversies and writings in a spirit free from the partisan politics which
5o largely warped sixteenth and seventeenth century arguments, and so to arrive in our
own time at the truth of the Gospel. With this goes a great friendliness to their fellow
Christians, even when theological convictions are diametrically opposed. This T found
too at the Conference at Grandchamps ; a conference of some seventy Calvinists—mainly
pastenrs—who had welcomed to speak to them on Schism, a Russian Orthodox Professor,
an Anglican Benedictine and a Roman Catholic Dominican, Truly the painful history
of the Wars of Reglion is being atoned.

My contacts with the Old Catholics in Holland was most friendly. 1 was invited to
speak to the Fellowship of § Willibrord on the “influence of the Religious Ordets in the

hurch of England”—rather a difficult subject —and on Monday, June 24, T was allowed

to say Mass of S John at the very fine new Seminary at Amersfond, for the members of
the House, at the altar where, the previous evening, T had been present at Benediction.
Latcr on the Monday I was received by my old and respected friend Mgr Lagerwey,
the titular bishop of Deventer, and afterwards had a most profitable hour with his Grace
the Archbishop of Utrecht. - I hope very much that we shall see some of our Dutch
Qld Catholic friends visiting in England, They all speak English, but money is not
easy to come by. 1think a set of friendly parish or personal exchanges would be profitable.
Theit tradition is very different from outs, and although we hold the same faith and
worship in much the same way, I believe that a much closer contact and understanding
between us is required if the work for Reunion which both Churches have to do is to bear
real fruit. .
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Another very practical way of helping understanding between Churches is by sending
‘to the proper centres the various Church periodicals (including the Chronicles of Convoca-
tion) and also good theological books and tracts such as we ourselves find useful.

My experience has shown me how little of this very important side of English Church
life is available to our continental friends. For theitr knowledge of English Church life
they rely mostly upon the Chirch Tiner and other Church weeklies.

But we in England are put to shame when we contrast our own general attitude Of
self-sufficiency with the determined eagerness of our continental brethren to break down
all the prejudice and warped emotional attitudes which have for so long prevented even
the first steps towards Reunion.

IMPRESSIONS OF SPANISH WORSHIP
by PriLie E Giukes

THIS SUMMER 1I spent my holiday in Baréelona and Palma, capital of
the Balearic Island of Majorca, with a party organised by the Wayfarers’
Travel Agency, conducted by my parish priest, Fr Gillam.

While some may regard Spain as a totalitarian state, it was ev1dent
to me that far from being a police state like those of eastern Europe, the
country is governed by laws firmly based on the principles of the Holy
Catholic Church. The people are most devout Catholics, and no matter
what time one entered a church, one found scotes of people either at prayer
or queuing to make use of the ‘confessional,

Except in one place, it seemed to me that the cutrent trends of the liturgical movement

" in the Roman Church have not greatly affected Spiin.  Evening Masses appear to be

offeted only during Holy Week, which of coutse is now of universal obligation, on holy
days of obligation,.occasionally during the week and on the first Friday of each month.
In no church I visited was Mass on Sunday ever offered later than about 12.30 p.m. Most
churches are open dally until about this time, when they close for the siesfa period, re-
opening around 4 o’clock. There is a very strict rule in Spain that when visiting a chuech
all women should have their heads and arms covered, while adult males should be wearing
long trousets., Notices at the doors point out this requirement, stating that the church is
the House of God, and that fespect for Our Lord in the Tabernacle demands that visitors
and worshippers should be dressed in a seemly manner. However, no woman need be
deterred from visiting a Spanish church simply because she is hatless and wearing a sleeve-
less dress, for mantillas are provided.for suc[": at the entrance, free of charge.

In every hotel and pension, a list is prominently displayed in the office giving the
times of Mass and other services, both on Sundays and weekdays, in respect of every
church in the district. What a boon it would be to holidaymakers in this country if our
hoteliers would thus indicate the facilities for public worship in the neighbourhood.

Our hotel in Barcelona was not far from the Church of Our Lady of Mercy where
many of us used to hear Mass and to attend Benediction, which there is given every evening
at 8 p.m. 'This church is served by priests of an Order of the same title, who wear habits
similar to the Carmelites, though they use the normal Roman Mass without vatiation,
The servers here wore a similar habit to the clergy when on duty, with neither surplice
nor cotta, and the habit locks most effective.

The attendance at weekday Masses in this church would astound English priests of
clther Rite; for there were rarely less than.100 communicants. A third candle, on the

istle side, is always lit at Low Mass, during the Canon, and during the administration
ofp Holy Commumon the server holds the patina under the communicant’s chin with his
right hand, and a small lighted candlec in his left.

Benediction follows almost exactly the form we have in England, although O Safutaris
is often replaced by another Latin Eucharistic hymn, and the final psalm, when not re-
placed by a vernacular hymn, is sung without its antiphon.

On the day we visited the Cathedral in Barcelona, we found a baptism in progress
and we watched interestedly outside the baptistry. At that point in the rite where' the
officiant_is directed to give the godparent a lighted candle, 1 noticed the priest pur the
candle first into the m(&:nt s own hand. At home 'in the Roman rite it-is usual for an
ordinary votive, or perhaps a small altar candle to be used for this purpose, but in Spain
special highly ornamented baptismal candles are made, which rather resemble 2 miniature
Paschal candle.
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On leaving the cathedral we saw a church furnisher’s shop and one of the ladies of
the party decided to buy some vestments in the traditional Spanish style for a convent in
her home parish.  As none of us spoke Spanish, but hoth the proprietor and I spoke
French, the business was conducted in that language, and afterwards he took us on a tour
of his workrooms, We were rather intrigued by a blue chasuble being made, and we
were told that this colout is used, by papal petmission, on the feast of Our Lady’s Immacu-
late Conception only, making seven liturgical colours authorised for Spain, other than
Seville and Toledo, which still retain their own ancient Uses and colour sequences.*

During our stay in Barcelona a visit was paid to the Abbey of Montsereat, with its
famous Shrine of Our Lady—ILa Merens, Black Madonna of the Mountains—a Benedictine
house. In addition to the Shrine the Abbey maintains the finest choir school in Spaia,
and the boys sing with the same purity of tone as their counterparts in any Hnglish
cathedral. The older lads also serve the altars of the church,

Afrer exploring the abbey church and the sacristy, which contains many priceless
treasures still in regular use for great festivals, and visiting the Shrine, we returned to
the nave and waited for the mid-day devotion to Our Lady. At the presecribed hour,
about 30 choirboys, robed in black cassocks with sleeveless laced rochets, filed in from
their vestry, and after a short visit to the Blessed Sacrament, grouped themselves round
the High Altar, immediately below the Shrine, and conducted by one of their number,
sang the Salve Regina, followed by the hymn to Our Lady of Montserrat, in the local
Catalan dialect. It has a very lively tune, and all the Spanish present heartily joined in.
This brief service concluded with the Angelus.

The Sanctuaty and the Abbot’s throne at Montserrat, also the altar at Our Lady’s
Shrine are now furnished in such a way that it is enly possible to celchrate Mass according
to the Basilican mode, with the celebrant facing west across the altar, with his face towards
the F&"gfﬁgﬂFiOH» but in the other chapels only the more normal eastward position is
possible.

In Palma, our hotel was only a few mintues’ walk from the lovely 13th century gothiC
cathedral, which is built on the site of the town’s principal mosque, destroyed after the
expulsion of the Moots when Majorca was won for Spain and the Church by King Jaime 1
of Aragon, whose successors adopted the title of Kings of Majotca, Here too are countless
treasures still used at public worship on great occasions, including a monstrance weighing
over 2 cwt., which at Corpus Christi is cartied on a litter through the town by eight priests
in the procession.

Although he did not officiate during my stay, 1 understand that when the Bishop of
Majorca sings Pontifical High Mass, he does so exactly as the Holy Father himself, with
twelve co-celebrants, in addition to the usual sacred ministers of the Bishop’s mass, This
privilege dates from the 15th century when a Bishop of Majorca was elected Pope—
Clement VIIl—in error. On surrendering to the legitimate Pope, Clement resumed his
own See, but was granted the right to retain his papal ceremonial prerogatives for himself
and his successors in the Sec for all time. Because of this, the cathedral canons and all
taking part in the services also have the right to wear cassocks of a cardinals red, though
unless they happen to be monsignori, the coronet-like Spanish bircttas of the fathers atre
black. Setvers generally all over Majorca wear red cassocks, with long sleeved rochets
of very fine linen, pleated and lace-trimmed. :

Any of our brothers accustomed to serving according to the Sarum Rite would
certainly feel at home in Palma cathedral, for, although the Mass follows the normal
Roman pattern, the ceremonial is in many ways vety similar to that of many of our
cathedrals. .

I attended High Mass on the Sunday, and also on the Friday before I left, the vigil
of § Lawrence. On the Sunday Mass was sung by a monsignor who had the right to have
an assistant priest in a cape and the use of a small candle held by a server, as at a bishop’s
mass. 1 presumed him to be the Dean. The celebrant on Friday was not apparently
entitled to these privileges, There did not appear to be an M.C,, his dutics being under-
taken by the various sacred ministers. Once at both censings of the altar the celebrant
alone moved along the altar, the dencon and subdeacon standing behind on their steps,
on cither side the sanctuary, which I thought most reminiscent of Sarum.

The acolytes, too, placed their candles, which were considerably taller than the boys
themselves, on the pavement on cither side, and except when engaged at the credence
ot sedilia, stationed themselves before them. At the Epistle, which like the Gospel was

6

~&



.

sung from a pulpit, both acolytes accompanied the subdeacon, but without their candles.
Another very English feature was the virger, a resplendent figure in wig and court dress,
over which he wore a gown. On the Sunday, the gown was green, but as he was not
present at the Friday mass at which the clergy wore purple, I cannot be certain, but it is
highly probable that his gown accords with the colour of the mass-vestments. His
position in a procession is, as in England, immediately before the sacted ministers, not at
the head of everybody., He attended at the Gospel, aftet which he went to the choir—
}fl)fzhind the altar, very common in Spain-—and preceded the preacher to the pulpit, with
is mace. :

Generally speaking, serving in' Spain is performed by small boys, who are most
careful and attentive to their duties, and none neglect to make propet preparation in
prayer before serving, or their thanksgiving after. I pray that young members of our own
Anglican Guild will always reiriember this important aspect of their duties.

. * Downside Abbey and Aylesford Priory in this conniry eniy- similar, privileges— Editor.

223td COUNCIL MEETING

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL took place in I.ondon on 5th October.
The Warden, Fr Fox, was in the chair and 15 Councillots were present.
Some 14 brethren sent their apologies for absence.

_ New Chapters proposed are § Hugh, Scunthorpe, .§ Barfmb;u, Geelong, Victoria,
8.5 Martin and Alban, Bedfordshire, The Holy Faith, Dubbo, New South Wales, S Cyprian,
Kumasi, Ghana, and one at Bundsberg, Queensland.

Preliminary notice of the Easter Festival and annual gencral meeting on the Saturday
after Easter was given. It is to be held at Ealing with services in Christ Church and meet-
ing in the Town Hall, : -

Biother Fdden presented the repott of the Candidates fur Ordination Fund. * This
will be printed in the April issue for adoption at the annual general meeting.,  He reported
that gifts totalling £1,210 had been made to ordinands. )

The Editor gave a report on The Serves.  The last issue was subscribed up to 1,460
copies, but since then some 220 had not renewed their subscriptions. He however wel-
comed the many new subscribers and hoped all would continue their support.

The Council unanimously elected Brother Shakerley as an Honorary Councillor in
. ﬁgg%rlt}iion of his excellent work for the Guild, particularly whilst in the Forces in the
iddle East. ’

The Secretary reported that twenty-four Chapters had still not sent in complete returns
for the year ending last April.  This was a2 most'serious situation.

All_ Chapters will be notified of the recent amendments, alterations and additions to
the Guild Office and it is hoped that every one will carry out in full'the revisions. The
antiphon to the Commemoration of the Departed is to be altered.

On the proposal of Brother Christopher the.Council unanimously agreed that an
appeal should be made for a testimonial to the work of the former Secretary-General,
Btother Ernest G R Wale, in token of his inspiration and leadership of the Guild for so
many years. With his obvious Christian faith Brother Wale has greatly influenced the
whole Guild and indeed the whole Anglican Communion and it is hoped to provide a
tangible recognition of this by possibly providing a cope for the use of the officiant at
Guild festivals (to match the two cantors’ copes, which were provided in 1909 in a similar
manner to mark the scrvices of Brother A Jacoh, the previous Sceretary-General, to the

Guild).

Tt was agreed that a life membership of the Guild should be given to Brother M L
Darby, of the Bristol Chapter. This brother was blinded early this year in a *parcel-bomb’
explosion. . .

Through the good offices of the Chapter of S Boniface and Willibrord the Secretary=
General is invited to represent the Guild at an R.A.F. Moral Leadership Schoolin Cologne,
12—16th December. ‘
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S BRENDAN—-—PATRON OF THE BRISTOL CHAPTE

by ANrTnony W WHEELER :

SAINT BRENDAN the Voyager is one of the three most famous saints
of Ireland. He was born near Tralee and was for five years in the charge
of § Ita. In 559 he founded the monastery of Clonfert or Cluain-Featta
(Cluain—*“Hidden place,” Fearta—“Wonders or miracles™).

At one period of his life he lived under the discipline of § Gildas the Wise.  This
holy hermit lived on the Island of Steep Holme—a large rock rising about 250 feet above
sea level and situated in the Bristol Channel. S Brendan also spent several years in the
Abbey of Llan-catven, in Glamorganshire. He taught for some titne at Ros-carbre and
his Monastic Rule became well established among many Irish Religious, Most of the
“Voyages™ are now held to be fictitious. ,He was credited with the discovery of the
‘“Island of S Brendan,” which he was said to have reported as lying West of the Canary
Islands. It figured on charts as late at the year 1755, and voyages of discovery in search
of it were undertaken as recently as the commencement of the 18th Century, up to which
time it was believed to exist.

His voyages to discover the “Isles of the Blessed” were familiar in most European
languages in the Middle Ages.

The saint died at Enach-duin, a monastery which he had buile for his sister Briga in
Connaught {578 a.p.) aged 94. Records of his life are extant in MS in the Cottonian
Libtary and are filled with apocryphal miracles. His feast is observed on May 16th.

SAINT CENYDD
by The Revd R W I3 Fenn

FOR THE WEILSHMAN there is a Romantic appeal in the Age of the
Saints, and he might well describe it to be the Golden Era of the Church
in Wales, covering the years A.D. 450—750. In those days the Welsh
Church was blessed with many men. of the Spirit, whose rugged Celtic
individuality gave it a vivacity and vitality which made it unique in Western
Christianity. Some of these men are well known to all, like David, Teilo
ot Illtud. But of some there is neither memorial nor fame; and such a
one is § Cenydd, whose chutch, though insignificant by English standards,
is the largest on the Gower, that green and lovely peninsula at the Western
extremity of Glamosgan, a county famous for its piety and learning in the
Age of the Saints.

In Norman times, when the Celtic Church lost much of its individuality through the
oppression of its new conquerors, it became very popular to write up these ‘Lives’ of the
ancient Welsh saints. Unfortunately for us, the saint for the Welshman was a local and
popular hero, and it did not particularly maceer if his ‘Life’ was a trifle inaccurate, provided
that it was both glamorous and exciting. The Lives of the Saints were the medieval
counterpart to the modern novel, televiston and cinema, and this means that the modetn
scholar must approach them both scientifically and with historical criticism.

Our main source for the ‘Life’ of § Cenydd is John Capgrave’s version, printed in
1516. ‘This is a reprint of an eatlier work of John of Tynemouth, who ¢, 1320 had travelied
throughout Britain to compile a directory of the Saints, and it was whilst he was in Wales
that he discoveted a badly damaged copy of the Life of § Cenydd. The internal evidence
of this biography shows that its original version was compiled some time in the late
Norman period.

Cenydd, his Life tells us, was the son of a beautiful Breton princess (a royal pedigree
was essential for a Celtic Saint) and he was born at King Arthur’s Court near the present
day Lougher, Glamotrgan. His deformed leg, in those ignorant days, was thought to be
ample evidence of his unnatural conception, so that 2 royal command was given for him
to Ec launched in an ark, into the River Lylw. The river carried the little vessel to the
sea, and the storms cast it upon the Worm’s Head, the most western point of the Gower
Peninsulz.  Here the fowls of the air showered compassion upon the babe, and with
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every care they built him a nest on the rocks, where they tended and fed him. Soon a
local villager' discovered the nursery and took the child home as a consolation for his
childless wife. But this brought disapproval from the bitds, and both husband and
wife decided that a sound roof over their heads and fat herds safe in their pastures were
referable to a son, who was hastily returned to his island nursery.  There he was nurtured
Ey a hind, until soft foods became quite unsuitable, when Cenydd was miraculously
instructed in the elementary principles of Diet. - . ’
At the age of 18 Cenydd was called to become a hermit, and the young cripple left
the Worm’s Head, and establishéd his hermitage a mile or so away, at Llangennith (the
church of § Cenydd), where he was attended upon by a loyal scrvant: " But whilst §
Cenydd taught and prayed at Llangennith, Glamorgan was troubled by wars and rumours
“of wars, and Morgan, the reigning prince, with his followers, raided Cenydd and looted
that region. However, by an almost proverbial coincidence, thieves fell out, and Motgan’s
army mutinied. Morgan quickly realised that outraged piety was the cause of his mis-
fortunes, so to appease the saint, he made him a gencrous grant of land, which some
identify, rather rashly, with Swansea, on which he was to establish a refuge for the poor.
The text of the Life as we have 1t, ends with 2 visit by Teilo, David.and Patern, who
were en route for a Synod, and David restored Cenydd’s withered limb so that he might
also join them. But Cenydd had other ideas : and he showed the power of his prayets
by making his leg return to its former condition. So with correct saintly greetings, the
holy men departed on their several ways. -~
~The historical facts which can be deduced from this Life are that S Cénydd was born
g cripple, in the reign of King Arthur, near Louger, in Glamorgan, and that he spent his
eatly childhood on the Worm’s Head, on Gower. At the age of 18 he founded his cell
at Llangennith, where he established a considerable reputation for holiness, Some time
between 570 and 600 A.p. he was given a grant of land, probably at Llangennith, by King
Meurig ap Tewdrig (the “Morgan’ of the Life}. So though we have not a detailed account
of Cenydd’s work, posterity knows sufficient of the witness of his piety and devotion,
besides his patience in constant physical suffering, for us to give humble and hearty thanks
to Almighty God for his life and example, )
(The S Cenydd Chapter serves parishes in the Swansea area.)

. ~ SAINT WYSTAN
by the Revd ] A R Lisngy

'S WYSTAN was the son of Wimund, and grandson of Wiglaf, kings of

Mercia. There are two accounts of his carly life which differ slightly, but

both agree on the main events. Accotding to the first, the death of King -
Wimund left the young prince quite a child. As in the case of Alfred the

Great, King of Wessex, Anglo-Saxon custom approved the setting aside
of the natural heir in favour of a member of the royal house more capable

by age and experience to-rule the kingdom in'time of danger. In any case.
the natutal heir succeeded by election and not simply by bitth,

In view of the Danish invasions the Thanes and Nobles of Merciz, with the approval
of Aethelwolf of Wessex, elected Bertulph, Wystan’s great uncle to the throne, Wystan
grew up to be a child “of quite unparalleled piety,”  As he grew to manhood, a number
of priests and people of Mercia urged him o secure the crown of his father for himself.
Wystan refused these friendly suggestions because he “preferred to be joint ‘beir of an
heavenly heritage rather than cling. to a perishing heritage,” Despite this refusal, the
news of the people’s action alarmed King Bertulph, who desired to leave the throne to his
own son, Brithfazd. He did not regard himself as a mere caretaker for his grand-nephew.
Father and son defermined to remove this obstacle to theit wishes and hopes.

The second account makes Wystan old enough to succeed at his father’s death,  He
refused however the personal exercise of sovereignty for the practice of religion, and
appointed the Queen Mother Elfleda as his regent.  His cousin, despising his inept sove-
reign, saw his own way to the crown by matrying thé Queen Mother, Brithfard was
disaﬁpointcd in his plans, for the holy king was not slow to point out that, as was the case
at the time, Brithfard was his, Wystan’s, godfather ; and that god-parenthood was 2
diriment impediment to the sacrament of matriage. The thought of the crown had
entered the mind. Brithfard determined on violent methods,
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Now the two accounts agree. Brithfard invites Wystan to a con ference at Stowe
now Wystanstowe, in Shropshire, to take place on the Eve of Pentecost, 849. At the
meeting, Wystan greeted Brithfard with the holy kiss of peace in the name of God, cordially
inviting the same greeting in return. In the act of offering the desired symbol of friend-
ship, Brithfard draw a concealed sword and struck Wystan a moreal blow on the skull,
Immediately miracles began to adorn the place of death. A column of light rose up to
heaven, which remained visible for thirty days “plain to behold.”

Accordingly, the body, now sacred relics, was taken up reverently by Wystan’s
attendants and carried to Repton, then Rependune, the “renowned and far-famed monas-
tery’’ and buried in the mauscleum of his grandfather, King Wiglaf. The burial place
of the Mercian kings, Repton, between Derby and Burton-on-Trent, was the primal see of
Mercia until S Chad removed to Lichficld. In 694, a young man, Guthlac, was received
by Abbess Aelfryth, under whom he received the tonsure. He left Repton by boat to
found Crowlands Abbey. In 874 the great double monastery with Princess Abbess,
according to Saxon usage, was sacked by the Danes. The sacred relics were rescued ;
and by the direction of King Canute entrusted to Evesham Abbey, which Wystan's ances-
tors had endowed.

Meanwhile an annual miracle had begun on the spot of the murder. Every
anniversary the hairs cut off by the sword would appear in the grass, remain visible for an
hour and would then as mysteriously vanish into the grass again. The Archbishop of
Canterbury sent investigators. They returned convinced that they had seen and handled
the very hairs of the martyr himself. A Norman Abbot of Evesham was so scornful of
English saints that he resolved to test the relics by fire. The flames refused to burn
them, In his agitation at this signal proof, the abbot’s hands trembled while conveying
the skull back to the reliquary. He let it fall to the ground, whereat the skull gave forth a
great stream of sweat.

After the Conquest, a Priory of Augustinian Canons was established near or on the
site of the former Abbey at Repton.  In 1297, the Prior and Canons heard the news that
the tower of Evesham Abbey had fallen and broken the relinquary and relics of S Wystan,
They therefore petitioned the Community most earnestly to give them some portion of
their joint Patron.  The request was granted and the Chapter commissioned their vencrable
father abbot Randulf to take in person a portion of the broken skull and one of the arm
bones. Prior, Canons and inhabitants of Repton went out to meet the Abbort and relics.
They formed a solemn procession more than a mile away to convey the bones home
again, They were laid “not in the mausoleum of his ancestors as before,” but in the
recently completed Priory Church. ‘The Evesham Abbey Chronicle, by mentioning the
possibility of the former place of burial, clearly believes that the wonderful Saxen crypt
under the Parish Church’s (of 8 Wystan) Chancel formed that mausoleum,

At the Disolution, there is no mention of the relics in the Visitors” Report,  So pet-
haps the Canons removed them to a place of safety and their secret remains a secret.  Pet-
haps their dust is in the crypt, perhaps they are part of the soil of the churchyard or Priory
site, Wherever they may be, his image on the School chapel, the Parish Church, on the
War Memorial Cross in the Priory Garth, and in the main window of the School Hall
testifies that Repton has never forgotten him. His feast day is kept on June 1st.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
SiR, . .
In a recent issue the query was raised regarding the Confiteor at Mass in that members
of religious orders often inserted the name of the saint of the order in their confession,
i.e., “Holy Father S Benedict,” efc., and the question was raised : was it correct for the
server to respond with the name of the saint as inserted by the priest? In passing, 1 would
say that this privilege was granted to priest-oblates of the Order of § Benedict for all time
by a Decree of the Sacred Congregation of Rites, issued Feb. 28th, 1927. Lay oblates
are also privileged to insert the same during the recitation of the Divine Office, and when
serving a Mass for a Benedictine priest. What the position would be for a layman not
attached to an order I would not know. It is an interesting query.
Yours faithfully,
56, Salisbury Road, ANTHONY W WIERLER,
Redland, Bristol, 6.
18th July, 1957.
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; CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION

. THE following membets of the Guild ate known to be Ordinands training
in the year 1957-8, for whom your prayets ate sought. -

Trinity College, Dublin
Vernon M. Scott
Colle ge of the Resurrection, Mirfield -
Ermest G Cull '
Kenneth Penfold
Jack C Holden
Hilary ] Sharman
Claude M Lawrenson
Brian Dawson
S Boniface College, Warniinster .
Keith 1 Woodhouse
Terence | Carter .
Bishaps® College, Cheshunt
Christopher J D Rogerson
Peter McCrory
David F C Jones
Robert Meredith
S Chad’s Coliege, Durbam .
Michael H Whitehead:
George E Evison
Bernard Shackleton
Michael ] Woodgate
Christopher R Mason -
Alan D Chesters
Chichester Theological College
Frederick } Bernardi
John Dewar
Codringion College, British West Indies
Denys Tonks :
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge
Brian ] McDonald-Milne
.8 David’s College Lamperer
Anthony Miller
John H Cuthbert
John A Rees
S Deniol’s Library, Hawrarden, Cheshire
Arthur Lister.
Efy Theological College
Edward B Wood
- BEric C Ford
Anthony W Welling
David ] Pitcher
Bryan Robinson
Veraon P Robertson
John Birtwistle

§ Jobw's College, Dirbam
Graham Hands

King's College, London
Eric J Porteous
Martyn § Wreatten
Ronin M Phillips
James Thodes-Wigley
Peter J Flunt
Victor H Earwaker

- Christopher Gonin
George F Smith |
Anthony Mullord
David R Hemsley
Arnold R Leigh
Jack Ryding
Robett Priestnall -
Harold Rothwell

Lichfleld Theological Colfege
Dennis Askew
Mattin ] R Bransley
Charles W Wood
Ronald W Evans
Michael j Hancock .
John M Brietley

Merton Colloge, Oxford
John M Wells

Salisbury Theological Cal;’egc
Charles T Goulding
Christopher R Vincent -

Saciety of the Sacred Mission, Kelbam
John R DaCosta
Peter Nunn
Arthur R Harcus
Philip Whitehead .
S Michael’s College, Liandaff
Derck E Ford
Ronald Bullivant

8 Peter's Hﬂf.lﬂ, Oxford
. Clive W Lee
S Stephen’s House, Oxford

ydney G Cade
Derek C Gill

CHRISTMAS POSTER CAMPAIGN

ONCE AGAIN this Campaign makes its annual appeal to all Christians to pué CHRIST
back into CHRISTMASS. Books of postet stamps, 26 each, can be purchased to enable
stamps to be used on all letters all through Advent. Window iosters are 6d each. The

income from these enables large posters to be supplied to the

illposting industry, who

display free of charge these posters on selécted sites throughout the country.

A pictorial poster (30in. x 20in.) will be supplicd for cvery three books of stamps
purchased, These could be displayed outside churches. Send your postal orders, etc., to
THE CHRISTMASS POSTER CAMPAIGN, 19, Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2.
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A Child is Born

By Sypmey W HAarT

A million sunbeams kiss the sphere with mirth—
The moon at night awakes fram dreanms

And with the world’s own silver tears, d
Proclaims the glory to the Earth.

“A Child is born !
1 bear the clarion bell of kife and destiny

Ring clear across the world, to tell of this mortality.
Inta this ancient realm—as we have come to know ;

The very touch of flesh and sense
And love’s eternal glow—is life,

The pulse, the throb, the milk, the rorn— -
Behold, old world | “.4 Child is born,”

w_ Y W Y Y &
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CHURCH TIMES

Every Fnday——Pnce 4d

It is famous for its well-informed comments,
and special, articles cover all aspects  of
Church life. | _ 3

Every week there are Book Reviews written
by experts in each subject — literary
competitions, and jottings on people and
events in the news.

Sy

And there is a special page for Children.

e entraiy S
=B PP D>

The advertisement co'umns have their interest
also. Announcements of Church Services,
Clerical Livings and -locums, Lay Workers,
Situations, Holiday Accommodation, Articles -
for Sale and Wanred, appear every week.

The CHURCH TIMES . ..
truly Informs, Teaches and Interests’

o

t. The Price is 4d. weekly, if you order through your usual
’ newsagent.

? By post it is 6d. per copy—or a year’s subscription 26/-
4: ' G. J. PALMER & SONS LTD.

§ 7, Portugal Street, London, W.C.2
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ON COLLECTING POSTCARDS -

by Denys Roknay

THAT CYNICAL WRITER whose works we call ECCLESIASTES
tells us that there is ““a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones
together.” For most of us, it is largely a matter of temperament—some
of us are inveterate “gatherers of stones,” and others never miss an oppor-
tunity to “cast them away.” We are, in fact, misers or spendthrifts. And
it is the misers that I have in mind. :

Most of us have gone through a miserly stage, usually in our early “teens,” We
have amassed a most wonderful collection of stamps, or hutterflies and moths, or birds’
egps—though this latter collection is rathet frowned upon in these days. And then home-
work intervenes, or some other attraction, and our grandchildren discaver some very
interesting' specimens “of stamps of the period of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee—
unless, of course, they had long since gone to help celebrate Gunpowder Treason,

But T have collected, and still collect, the humble Ficturc postcard.,  For those in the
know, that completely gives away my age ; for the golden age of postecard collecting was
the reign of King Edward V11, when evervbody sent posteards to everybady else, and
these cards were safely stored away in albums, which were often quite works of art in
themselves. Not only were postcards rather a novelty in those days~—it was not until
1890, or thereabouts, that the Post Office accepted illustrated eards for the mail ; but the
were also cheaper, A postcard could be bought for §d., and posted for ancther half-
penny; which was the same as the penny postage for letters, without the cost of the
stationery. In France the difference was greater still—10c plus 10c, as opposed to 25¢ for
letter post. So a second-hand album is most likely to contain cards and their stamps
dating from the decade preceding the First World War.

1, too, had my albums, and at the age of ten, 1 found that | had slready got quite a
nice collection. And it was then that I decided to go in for postcard-collecting seriously.
I decided to specialise in railway stations and churches, and these were quite casily obtain-
able in those days. Every railway bookstall had a fine selection of views of the locality,
including the station itself. Tvery market town, however small, had its local photo-
grapher, who supplied all the village shops in the neighbourhood with their local views.
Bven royalty collested postcards ; and King Alfonso XIIT of Spain had to leave his col-
lection behind when he left Madrid in 1930,

‘But what about today? Security-mindedness caused the destruction of thousands
of postcards during the Second World War. During World War I troops were allowed
to send home views of the places where they were fighting—the names were crossed out
by the censor, but were usually recognisable! But there were no views of Alamein and
Anzio to eorrespond with those of Ypres and Arras.  Village shops in England sold out
of all their cards, and it is only in the past year or so that they have restocked—and that
applies only to the larger villages. The local publisher is no more. He has been cut out
by multiple firms, who can aflord to send their photographers and travellers all over the
country, And for any specialised subject, such as a font or a railway station, you have
to take it yourself,

But postcard collecting still has charms ; and a good, well-arranged collection can
be of great interest as a work of reference. 'The Admiraley advertised for postcards and
holiday snap-shots, in preparation for the Normandy Landings. For anyone interested
in architecture, they form a wonderful treasure house. Then there are postcards of
celebrities—stars of stage and screen are easy to obtain, in their heyday ; but political
personalities are much more difficult, Excellent reproductions are available in posteard
form of many of the finest pictures in Art Galleries all over the world.  Local, and period
costumes ; locomotives, ships, lighthouses, bishops—these, and many others can form the
basis of a specialised collection,  And I would stress the need for specialisation, if your
postcard collection is to be kept within bounds. Even those who metely keep the post-
cards which they have picked up casually on holiday, or which their friends have sent them, .
may find that they have many views of places which have altered completely, or of people
who have attained fame. And a full set of vicws of our own immediate neighbourhood
may prove of vital interest to those who want to discover the details of local history.
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If you have room, there is still nothing to beat the old slip-in album to preserve your
cards, provided that you take care with the arrangement, and keep them well classified.
+ Photograph albums are very slow to arrange ; and all the intimacy of the collection is Jost
in a card-index system. But in minute modetn hounses that may be all that is possible.
But, more than any other collection, postcards can give to the non-collector an insight
into yoursclf, and your true loves and intetests. .

THE OCCASIONAL _OFFI_CES
' V.-HOLY MATRIMONY

(C) MARRIAGE AND THE CHURCH'’S DISCIPLINE

by the Revd W H BarNARD,
Rector of Finton Martel, Dorset

INTRODUCTION

For the whole of the year 1913 the number of divorces in England and
Wales was 577, For the first six months of 1947 the average was 1,000.
per week. In 1948, between 60 and 70 thousand marriages broke up and
as one English judge remarked, at the time, “There will soon be more
divorced people than married people in this country.” The figures have
fallen a little in recent years, but we see the result of pandeting to what is

called “human frailty” by making divorce easier.. :

It has been argued that one must allow for the weakness of the flesh and that the
Christian ideal of indissoluble matriage is beyond human attainment, So we must be
thankful that a demand for even more permissions for divorce has been refused recently
by a Royal Commission on the whole subject. -

Having considered in the first of these articles on Holy Matrimony what constitutes
a valid and Christian marriage (the free and formal consent of both parties with no impedi-
ment), we went on to state the teaching of the Catholic Chutch as well as the laws of the
State concerning divorce and so called “remarriage.”

For the Christian, Marriage is the complete union of one man and one woman for
life. The two become a new organism which nothing, save death, can destroy. Marriage
is not a contract or treaty to-be broken if it doesn’t work, The Liturgy and Canons of
the English Church, bascd on our Lord’s teaching and the Bible, shew quite plainly that
the mystical and sacramental bond of marriage can only be terminated finally by death. *

Once the Church deviates from this high ideal (and the history of the Eastern Church
clearly shows this) and enters into a close alliance with the civil power over marriage, or
other matters of morals, then it is not the State which is raised to a fully Christian level,
but the Church which is dragged down to a sub-Chtistian level. Christ’s Body on earth

.becomes like salt which has lost its taste and is thus useless. : .

The Church cannot water down her teaching and remain as She is meant to be “‘the

salt of the earth.” :

1. OUR PRESENT PROBLEM : L

. But what is the Church to do in view of this large increasc in the number of divorces
in this and other countries during the 20th century? It is one of the most pressing pro-
blems of the Church today. :

What is Her Discipline io be?

Two classes of people are involved. .

The first consists of those who have been divorced and “‘remarried,” but are quite
unconcerned as to what the Church says, or does, about their action. They remain
indifferent to any censure by the Church or any suggestion that they have broken the
7th commandment. They ask no favour or comment from Her, With these people,
who form the greater part of divorcees, we arc not now concerned. -

It is the second class who present the problem. They are people whose first marriage
was dissolved, and who, since “remarriage’ have come under the influence of the Church.
They have been brought to realise, with sdme sense of regret, the result of their actions
and even desire, in some way to make amends as far as possible. Quite a number ask to
be readmitted to the Sacraments of the Church, |

What, in such circumstances, is the discipline of the Church to be?
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We assume those concerned arc haptised members of the Church, whose pastoral
duty is to @// Her children. Those who have strayed from the Fold must be dealt with
considerately as they remain Christ’s sheep for whom He died. Yet, at the same time,
the Church is #he grardian of the Christian Faith, and Sacraments and Morals.

That is why it is stated quite c[carlly that the marriage service cannot be used for
anyone who has a wife, or husband, still living.

No form of private prayer and henediction can be given in Church by the priest,
following a legal ceremony at a registrar’s offices, to divorced people, for such would
imply a recognition of their illegal union.

But what is the position concerning readmitiance fo Floly Commumion?

Those who have “remarried” after divorce are considered to have excommunicated
themselves from the Church by their own actions. They are unable to fulfil the require-
ment of those who came to the Lord’s Table they they repent of their sin and desire
amendment of life. Whilst they continue to live together as “husband and wife” they are
breaking the 7th Commandment,

They may be people of good faith, and now really sorry for their former deeds which
led them into the present situation. But the Church can never sanction centinuance in
sin, She will always be ready to help any who have gone astray, and pray for them and
give cvery possible pastoral care, yet She must remain “the salt of the earth” and true to
Her Lord’s commands and uphold His ideals.

If the parties concerned really desire readmittance to Holy Communion then they
should ccase to live in what can only be called a “state of adultery.”

Tiro porsible aqys of doing this have been suggested :=——

The first, and ideal way, would be for them to separate and if the former and real wife
ot husband is living, to return to them.

If that i§ a practical impossibility because of children of the second so-called marriage,
ot the former partner of the real marriage has “remarried,” then the best coutse recom-
mended is for the man and woman to live under one roof and not forsake their children,
but to live as brother and sister and not cohabit.

The ohjection to this is that it is asking too much of human nature. But as § Paul
reminds us when he says, ““I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me,”
it is not asking too much of Divine grace. If there is a genuine desire for Holy Com-
munion then the necessary help would be given for this amendment of life to take place.

'The alternative solution would scem to be this. Both parties will shew their genuine
sorrow for their former actions by offering up their self-imposed excommunication from
the Lord’s Table, and the sacrifice this incurs, as a real act of reparation to our Lord and
His Body the Church. This means that if they continue to live together as “hushand and
wife” they will deny themselves the privilege of Holy Communion. They would be
sémething like catechumens (apart from the fact that they may be haptised), who would
be able to attend the services of the church, but make acts of spiritual communion only.
To come to'the Lord’s Table, whilst continuing in sin, would cause not only scandal to
the faithful but would bring further condemnation on their own souls,

Recent act of Convocation have placed the responsibility of readmittance to Holy
Communion in these cases on the Bingp of the Diocese concerned. There is no easy
sclution, but one thing we should remember is this :—

2. THE CHURCH’S DUTY TO THE FAITHFUL

These “divorce problems” concern a small number of the Church’s children. What
of the larger number who have remained faithful to their marringe vows despite all the
difficulties involved?

We know there are many ““hard and sad cases™ and *‘innocent partics,” but thousands
have struggled on, often against almost overwhelming odds, to maintain their Christian
married way of life.

To suggest that there is a way out of their problems by divorce and **remarriage,”
and yet ir remains possible for them to receive Holy Communion and other privileges of
the Church would be the greatest unkindness. Tt would also be calamitous for the Church
which has a solemn duty to the whole Body of Christ and the world at large, to witness
consistently and faithfully 1o the laws of God concerning Christian marriage.

How many now happy and blessed marriages might have been broken off in the first
months or years of their history, because of previously undiscovered “differences of
temperament” or “incompatibility” and so on, if the parties concerned had believed that
they were not ictevocably bound by their marriage vows but could terminate their union
atonce? But no, out of loyalty to their Church and Master they contininued their spiritual
battle and struggled on against the difficulties, which with God’s help they overcame.
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They did so because they knew that for them, and all faithful Chnsnans divorce with re-
marriage was forbidden. These people must not be let down by any “watering down”
of Church teaching. It is only when people genuinely believe that there is definitely no
way out of marriage during the liferime of both parties that they are likely to continue
with the help of Gad, the effort o live peaceably and happily together. Furtlier, and this
is most important, they will exercise far more care in the first instance in their choice of
husband or wife. They are not so likely to qpproach marriage “lightly, inadvisedly or
wantonly,” if they realise it is “unti] death us do part.” This “rushing intomarriﬂge”
is probably the greatest single cause of broken homes today.

When the first flush of excitement has worn off and the “Hollywood” idea of matri-
money has led to disillusionment, the real facts of married life emerge and the struggle
begins. That is why 1o encouragement must be given to the idea that 2 first martiage is
a kind of “trial run,” and if it fails then it can be dissolved and a fresh start made. ' Such
encouragment would be given by the Church if readmittance to Holy Communion was
allowed, without real repentance, that is without any change of life, on the part of- thosc
who have broken God’s laws and remarried.

Such continue to live “in adultery” (which is what our Lord tells us it is) and theteforc
excommunicate themselves from the Sacraments of the Church. The Saintly Blshop King
of Lincoln asked about this problem of readmittance to Holy Communion said, “T do not
see What we can do unless they are wnllmg to live apart except withhold the Communion
until it may be desiréd ‘in articulo mortis.” Thesc are sad cases . . . . but we are guardians
of the Faith and Sacraments.” - : -

CONCLUSION .

Yes, our Church must remain true to Her Lord’s teaching, and to her own Canons
and Formularies. 1f not, She would become as our Lord once warned His disciples, like
salt that has lost its saltness and is therefore good for nothing but ‘‘to be cast-out and
trodden under the foot of men.” .

God grant She may never merit or receive such condemnation.

For our part we should strive in every way pObSlble, first to uphold God's Marriage
law of indisscluble union “one man, one woman for life.”

Secondly, where the law of God and the law of the State (i.e., of men) differ, then we
should obey God rathet than man,

Thirdly, we should point out to those concerned the consequences invalved in any
remarriage after divoree, so far as this concerns Church membership, explaining that such
action would automatically exclude them from Holy Communion.

And fourthly, we should do all in our power to _teach, by word and example, those
on the threshold of marriage what the laws of God'and His Church are concerning Holy
Matrimony. To help to do this has been the object of these three articles. The stability
of family life, and of our country, depends on these laws being observed, Their impor-
tance cannot be ovcr—emphqslsed for as our Prayer Book tells us, “Marriage is an honour-

able estate instituted by God . . . . signifying the mystical union betwixt God and His
Church . . . . and therefore is not to be taken in hand inadvisedly, ll%btly or wantonly
. but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of God.” -~

Itisa physical mental and spiritual union of one man and one woman .until dcath
‘alone parts them.

THE AUTUMN FESTIVAL

Over three hundred servers and friends took part in the Guild’s fcsnval at S
Augustine’s, Queens Gate, on 19th October.  High Mass was sung at noon by the vicar,
Fr, Roy Fostcr, assisted by Fr Stevenson, Holy Trinity, Mibrooke, and Fr Jarrett, the
Chaplain-General. The music was sung by the Guild Choir with the Revd A F Treadwell
at the organ.

In the afternoon over 150 servers vested for the- Oﬂ‘icc at which Fr K. N ] Loveiess
officiated. The rendering of the Office by so many men’s voices was a great (nspiration
Fr D B Harris, of S Paul’s, Knightsbridge, gave an impresive address in which he stressed .
the great need for us to remember that we were Catholics not “high church” and he urged
€very server to be careful not to let his duties be the beginning and end of his churchman-
ship, but to remember that his attendance at Mass and other services was essential whether
he were serving or not.

A procession followed and the service ended with Benediction of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, at which the Warden officiated with Fr Loveless and Fr Wells (S Peter’s, Fulham)
as deacons. The collections for the C O F totalled £21 1s. 0d.

17



PEOPLE AND THINGS SEEN IN CHURCH

WE HAVE ALL HEARD of school-boy “howlers” and perhaps in our
youth we have committed some ourselves. Perhaps the most compre-
hensive of all was the one contained in an essay on Jehu ; it ran as follows :—
“Jehu came driving futiously into Jezteel and saw Jezebel looking out of
a window. Along with her were some eunuchs and he called out to them,
“Throw her down.” So they threw her down. ‘Throw her down again,’
and they threw her down again, until seventy times seven. Then they
took up of the broken meat that was left twelve baskets, and last of all
the woman died also.” ‘This is probably apocryphal but the following

is quite true and ha}ipened in a Cambridge church.

The Vicar was catechizing the children and he told them the story of Moses ascending
Mount Sinai and communing with God. “When Moses came down from the mountain
what had he with him?” was the next question. The children seemed very doubtful
as to the correct answer but one bright boy replied ““The Ten Virging, Sir.” It makes
us smile, but more than once T have heard a very useful and almost indispensable official
of the Church referred to as the “Virgin.” In most large churches the Verger is to be
seen and a word or two about his functions is apptopriate in a series called by the apove
title. We are of course familiar with the part that vergers play in cathedral services.In-
variably, they precede the members of the choir when entering or leaving the chancel ;
they escort the reader to the lectern and the preacher to the pulpit, They carry the wand
or verge (Latin, virga) from which their name is derived. The rod was probably used
in the Middle Ages to clear a path through the crowd of people who thronged the services,
for the idea of having pews or chairs in orderly rows is comparatively modern, dating
mainly from the 16th century, when preaching assumed such large proportions in church
services. In most parish churches, however, where vergers are employed, their duties
are far from spectacular, and their hours of duty long and arduous. In many a church
the verger acts as sacristan and prepares the altars and vestments, etc., for the daily Masses,
He rings the bell for service, and not infrequently, in the absence of a server, he assists
the priest at the altar., He is responsible for keeping the church clean and warm, and
lighted. He rings the Angelus morning, noon, and evening. [e has to be present at
all funerals and weddings, and, when there is a baptism, he has to see that the font is
filled with water and that the priest has ar hand all that he needs for the due administration
of this Sacrament. Often he is responsible for receiving banns of marriage, and ir is his
duty to remind forgetful priests that they must be read on the proper Sundays. “Who
would be a verger!” ; and yet there are hundreds of devoted men who feel that this is
their vocation in the service of God and Holy Church. The verget, perhaps, more than
anyone else, sees the worst side of priestly characters, for he notes the impatience, the
occasional display of bad temper, to say nothing of slip-shod mannets displayed by the
clergy. 1 have known a good many vergers, and although they have differed from onc
another as much as any other body of men, I have found them invariably, patient, courteous
and helpful, and 1 have always felt that to be a verger needs a special grace from God,
We who tread the courts of the Lord’s house, and serve Him in His sanctuary, should
have a great regard for these faithful servants of the Church, and should do our best to
help them in any way possible. Most vetgets, in the past, worked a seven day week with,

erhaps, one afterncon and evening free. Conditions may have changed for the better,
Eut even if they have, it would be a kind and charitable gesture, if the servers at a particular
church offered to relieve the verger for one day a week as far as they could. 1 knew one
London church where this was done, and, unless a wedding ot a funeral came along, the
verger was assured of one day’s rest in seven.

Finally, let me conclude with a story about a verger. He was responsible for stoking
the furnace which heated the church in winter, and on Sunday mornings, when the
preacher ascended the pulpit, it was the verger’s custom to slip out of church and go down
to the stoke-hold. In the stoke-hold a dyramo was placed which supplied power for the
organ. The verger not only attended to the furnace in sermon-time, but took the op-
portunity to smoke a pipe, His favourite tobacco was known as “Miner’s twist” and it
had tremendous power, so much so, that when the organist switched on the blowing
apparatus, the smoke from the verger’s pipe was sucked up and released in the chancel.
We had quite a reputation for our own special brand of “incense.”  As for the verger, he
was so much liked, that nobody had the heart to telt him that “Miner’s twist” was not
the brand of incen-e to be used at the oﬁ'crtorsy. .
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BROTHER JOHN’S JOTTINGS

“WHAT PARISH CHURCIH stands upon the site of the martyrdom of
an Archbishop of Canterbury?’> 1f I had been asked this question a short
time ago I do not think I could have answered it. ‘The church in question
is that of S Alfege, Greenwich; which stands upon the traditional site of
the martyrdom of § Alfege by the Danes on 19th April, 1012, The present
church is 2 Queen Anne building, gloriously restored after bomb-damage
which took the place of the medieval church (in which Henry VIII was
baptised) which was blown down in a great gale in 1710.

The present vicar of 3 Alfege, Fr G 8 Nason, a former Dean of Gibraltar, found
that there was n0 memorial of S Alfege in the church when he was instifuted and he very
soon took steps to remedy this, Let into the chancel floot is a stone inscribed “This
church stands on ground hallowed by Alfege, Archbishop of Canterbury, martyred here
19th April 1012, ‘He who dies for justice dies for Christ’.” Already one pilgrimage
has been promoted by the Church Union to Greenwich and as S.Alfege’s feast day in
1958 falls upon a Saturday Fr Nason is hoping that a large pilgrimage can be arranged.
What a good thing it would be if-all the Chapters within reach sent a party, and if every
church dedicated to the saint sent representatives to their mother-church, Fr Nason

-should he contacted at The Vicarage, Park Vista, Greenwich, S.E.10. ’

.

. I

A word of warning it you should decide w make a private visit to the church, It
has proved very dangercus to leave churches unattended in that district, one in a neighbout-
ing parish having been set on fire when lett unattended for half an hout. During the
surmer a rota of church-watchers makes sure that the church is open throughout the
day, but most of these volunteers are elderly people who cannot carry on all through the
winter. If you should find the church locked, you can obrain the key from the verger
nearby whose address is on the church notice board. Do not write abusive letters to the
vicat, as some have done, but make an act of contrition for those whose behaviour makes -
such precautions necessary. . :

Another church which has been well restored is S Pancras parish church, which is
probably well-known to travellers from Enston, S Pancras and King’s Cross stations.

It may still look a litde depressing outside, but it is now all glorious within and well worth
a visit. . What a live church it is, too, and what a geod work is being done there.

A news item from the continent in preparation for the weck of prayer for unity in
January. The new Roman Catholic bishop of Wuerzburg, Germany, Mgr Stangel, invited
the Lutheran Dean of Wucrzburg and another protestant pastor to his consecration at
the hands of the Archbishop of Bamberg. The kiss of peace was given to the co-consecrat-
ing. prelates, then ro memgcrs of the Catholic hictarchy in the sanctuary, and finally to
the two Lutheran ministers. A little thing, perhaps, but surely very significant. :

'

And finally, a note about the Crib. Many people when visiting the Crib do not
know what to pray about. Consequently, they tend to regard it as something to look at
a part of the decorations, instead of an object of devotion. To help focus devotion at
the Crib, Bro C Britton of 88 Willilam Road, Regents Park, N.W.1, has had some prayet
cards printed suggesting, in verse, some of the things to engage our prayers. They are
on sale at 2d. each, plus postage and should be welcomed by many parishes.

Brother John mentioned in his September. jottings that the pastoral staff of Father
Ignatius of Llanthony had been given to our Lady’s Shrine at Welsingham by the late
Revd R Courtier-Forster. The staft in fact was given by the late Revd H B Ventham,
who was a boy at the monastery at the time of the first abbot’s death.—EpIron.

i9

v

’



NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

$ JOHN BAPTIST, BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND

The second year of out very young Chapter, like its first, has been most successful.
In the first year many of us served our probation. By the end of the second year, most of
us have been admitted as full members.  The Chapter now consists of six priest associates,
twenty-two full members—twenty being admitted during the year 1956—seven proba-
tioners and seven servers who are awaiting the approval of the General Council for
admission as probationers, Thus the total membership is forty-two. Three resignations
-—those of Fr Hunter, Selwyn Forrester and Alan Gate—were tended and accepted with
regret.

The Chapter, then, has closed its preparatory stage and is now in full fellowship with
all the other Chapters of the Guild. The presence of probationers in our midst, however,
is most gratifying for ir shows the increasing infcrest, particularly by the younger servers,
in the Chapter’s activities. As we wish to keep the Chapter from stagnating, it must be
our vital concetn to ¢continually be introducing new members to our ranks.

Rev. Frs Lahey and Neeve have now left the parish of Sherwood and we shall miss
them though they will, no doubt, be instrumental in extending the influence of the Guild.
Steps have been taken to interest other priests outside the Chapter.

Our great act of worship was the Solemn Eucharist on the occasion of the Patronal
Festival. This beautiful service took place in § David’s Church, Chelmer, and was pre-
sided over by Bishop Dixon. Fr Brown celebrated with Frs Neeve and Lahey as derson
and sub-deacon respectively., Thanks are due to all those who shared in making this
service 4 veal joy in worship, praise and thanksgiving. A Communion breakfast was
served afterwards in the hall at which the Bishop addressed us. It has heen suggested
that, in future, 2 High Mass be celebrated also on the occasion of the Beheading of § John
the Baptist.

The cetemonial of the Office has come under closer scrutiny and it is now being
carried out much more as it should be. Thanks are duc to John Hodge and Fr Brown for
providing the musical setting of the Office which does help 0 much In making the Office
central in our Chapter life. We are also thankful to those who came to address us.  Talks
by Bishop Dixon, Archdeacon Robets, Fr Hawkey, Fr Clint, Fr Darke and Trevor
Batten did much to give us a clearer undetstanding of doctrine, the liturgy, mission work
and of our churchmanship in general. We owe a debt of gratitude to the ladies of the
three parishes for providing such excellent meals at the conclusion of the Chapter meetings.

It is evident we have gained much in fellowship and corporate worship and have thus
broadened our vision far beyond the confines of our own parishes to the fullness of God’s
Holy Chusch.

§S ALBAN & MICHAEL, LETCHWORTH

Members of this Chapter met at the church of Holy Saviout, Hitchin, on 26th June,
when Fr A R Thompson, Rector of Ickleford (deputising for the chaplain on holiday)
admitted six new members as probationers. The Guild Office was followed hy an address -
from Fr C ] Cobern, Vicar of Holy Saviour, who also officiated at Benediction, Refresh-
ments were kindly provided in the Gainsford Memorial Hall during the ensning meeting,

On the 19th September the Guild Office was solemnly sung, followed by Benediction
in S Katherine’s Church, Ickleford, alter which all present were invited with a great wel-
come to the Rectory, where refreshments were again provided during the course of the
mecting. For all this, we wish to say thank you to Fr A R Thompson.

The Michaelmas Festival was observed on the 5th October in the parish church of
8 Michael and All Angels, Letchworth, when High Mass was celebrated by the chaplain,
Fr ] Morris, assisted by the Rector of Letchworth, Fr F A Hill, and Fr G S Northcott,
Vicar of § Saviour’s, Luton, who also preached the sermon. The Solemn Guild Office
was sung during the afternoon, with an address by Fr J A Ainger, Vicar of S Andrew’s,
Langford, and the service was concluded by a Procession and Benediction. Afterwards
a buffet tea was provided in the church hall for all those members and visitors who attended,

During the year several members have given assistance to servers in the district of
Arlesey, Beds, interested in the formation of a new Chapter of the Guild in that area.
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S MARY MAGDALENE, WEDNESBURY ‘& DISTRICT
The Michaelmas festival was held on 30th September at § George’s, The Green,
Darlaston. There was a good number of servers present, and four priests, togethet with
a large congregation. The chaplain, Fr Hayward, sang the Office and the sermon  was
preached by Fr Paton-Jones, vicar of Dresden, and a former vicar of S George’s, who gave
a powerful and interesting sermon. After the service refreshments were served in the
" Institute by members of the S George’s Mothers” Union.
Our Christrmass festival will be held on Saturday, 11th Jamuary, at $ John’s, Wednes-
bury, at 3.30 p.m. The preacher will be the rector, Fr Talbot. .

§ EDWIN, HARROGATE

In recent months the Chapter has visited the churches of two of our former chaplains.
Our first visit was on June 15th, to the Church of the Holy Spirit, Beeston, Leeds, when
?r ] Barton sang the Guild Office for us, Afterwards we were invited to the vicarage
or tea. :
The second visit was to Goldsborough on our Patronal festival, October 5th, when
~we had tea with Fr Fairburn at his rectory, We visited Goldshorough Hall, finding it
most interesting, before going to the parish church to sing our Guild Office. _Our present
chaplain, Fr D A B Jowitt, officiated and Fr Fairburn said a2 Memorial of 8 Edwin which
he compiled for our patronal festival last year. We were delighted to welcome Fr J C
.Houghton, vicar of § Hilda’s, Leeds, who gave the address. Mr S E Toms, organist of
S Wilfrid’s,: Harrogate, accompanied the singing of the office. Tt is believed that this
was the first time that incense has been used for a service in Goldsborough Church since
the Reformation, ‘ )
On July 13th we paid our annual visit to the Community of the Resurrection, Mirfield,
fot their “Commem’ Day and we attended the West Riding Chapters’ festival at S Peter’s,
Morley, Leeds, on September 28th.

MELBOURN DAY

MILVERTON — SOMERSET
ECCLESIASTICAL - VESTMENT - MAKERS -

SERVERS  COTTAS

PLAIN COTTON CAMBRIC SQUARE YOLK
" BOYS' 18" I4/6ea. 207 15/6 22" 16/6
~ MENS’ 26" 19/6ea. 28" 23/6 30"24/6
COTTON ALBS (BLEACHED LINEN FINISH)
52/54" 36/6ea. 56" 40/- 58" 42/6 60" 45/-
CASSOCKS. Boys sizes from 40/- Men from 52/6}
Price-list and Patterns on application. -




S§ BENEDICT, UXBRIDGE
The annual Chapter festival was held at § Andrew’s, Uxbridge, on September 14th,
when serveis and friends from other Chapters »ttended, including Grand Councillor W H
Morley and Group Councillor W G Hare. ‘The chaplain, Revd J Carr, officiated and an
address was given by the Revd Eldred Tipper, vicar of $ John's, Kensal Rise.  After the
service tea was served in the church hall.  The collection was given to C.O.F.

S FRIDESWIDE, SLOUGH & DISTRICT
The annual Chapter Festival was held at Windsor on 28th September, High Mass
being sung.at § Andrew’s, Clewer, at 11 a,m., and the Guild Office at § Stephen’s, Clewer,
at 3 p.m. (preacher, Fr K N ] Loveless).

‘ \ S JOHN BAPTIST, TORBAY

The Chapter visited Hennock Church, necar Bovey Tracey, on August Bank Holiday,
when a votive mass of Our Lady, who is the patron of the church, was sung by the vicar
the Revd A G Lough. :

In a short talk after the mass, the vicar dtew the visitors’ attention to the features
of interest to be found in the church. In particular, he pointed out the fifteenth-century
rood screen, together with some very fine carving of the same date which was no doubt
appurtenant to 2 canopy which once formed part of the screen. A relic of an earlier
church which occupied the site was the eleventh-century font. Hennock church has,
in recent years, undergone a tevival of Catholic teaching and practice which had been
allowed to lapse for many years.

§ HUGH .

On the completion of fifty years’ service in the Chapter en December 8th, 1956, the
members of this Chapter presented Bro Edward Samuel Marshall with a travelling alarm
watch for which Bro Marshall expressed his thanks and hopes that many mote members
of the Guild might achieve a half-century’s membership.

$ CLEMENT, LYMINGTON & THE NEW FOREST

This Chapter joined the Church Union (Southampton Branch) again for the 4th annual
pilgrimage to Beaulieu Abby on 7th September. High Mass was celebrated in theAbbey
Church at noon (by kind permission of the vicar of Beaulieu% by our deputy-chaplain,
Fr § W Davies, assisted by Fr John Hayter (S8 John Baptist, Boldre) and Fr E Philiips
(Port chaplain, Southampton) as deacon and sub-deacon,

Lunch was served in the under-croft of the Abbey and during the afterncon pilgrims
enjoyed the quiet and restful atmosphere of the cloisters and the Palace gardens for medita-
tion and walks, until 5 p.m. when Solemn Evensong was sung, at which Fr Colin W
Wheatley preached a forceful and helpful sermon on the Nativity of Our Lady.

Pilgrims came from all parts of the New Forest, Winchester, Lymington and
Southampton. The numbers wete not so grear as last year, but very encouraging to
continue our efforts for another year.

SOUTHERN COUNTIES FESTIVAL
On § Wilfrid’s day, October 12th, a combined festival of Chapters from Worthing,
Brighton and Portsmouth districts was kept in Chichester Cathedral. A sermon was
preached by the Revd R C Ratcliff, of § George, Whyke, During the procession stations
were made at the tomb of § Richard and at the rood in honour of § Wilfrid.

‘ S ALBAN AND § MICHAEL, LETCHWORTH
This Chapter kept its Michaelmas festival at § Michael, Letchworth, with High Mass
at which Fr Northcott, of 8§ Saviour, Luton, preached. At the Office a sermon was
preached by Fr Ainser, of Langford.

‘ THE HOLY GRAIL .
The annual festivai scrvice was held in § Saviour, St Albans, on November 2nd,
when eight priests and some seventy servers took part. The Dean of St Albans preached.

CHARLES SCOTT GILLETT, Priest

Canon Gillet died on October 18th last, aged 76, He was Emeritus Fellow of
Peterhouse and at one time was Principal of Chichester Theological College. A Grand
Councillor of the Guild, he had been Chaplain-General over the years of the first world
war, from 1915 to 1921. He had always helped the Guild in many ways, His last official
function was at Corpus Christi 1955, when he preached at the Office held in Cambridge.
May he rest in peace.
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“The Attention of Servers
“and all Catholics

IS CALLED TO
THE WORK OF

"‘The Guild of all Souls

Founded March 1873

A Devotional Guild for Intercessory Prayer for
the Dying and for the Repose of the Souls of
Deceased Members and all the Faithful departed.

= An Intercession Paper of names of the Departed
.is issued Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book,
for perpetual remembrance. is issued each year.

R
Enquiries from :—
The Rev. The Secretary,
. G.A.S. Office, '
il “ 39, Victoria Street,

WESTMINSTER, S.W.1.
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FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S DESK

AMONG the numerous queries that reach me from time to time there has
been none more potent than the attitude that members should adopt in
support for upholding the Church’s Marriage Laws and the distorted and
garbled reports concerning the marriage of divorcees in church either by
the Parish or any other priest. Even the reports available of the dis-
cussions in Convocation seem to have never been given a true andfull
report and in consequence it appears all the more urgent that the Church
should have its own Newspaper cither weekly or even as a Sunday publica-
tion so that truth can be brought right into the homes where much good
would be possible and the avoidance of so much muddle that has been
cxpcriencqé) of late in this matter.

Some of my correspondents even ask that the G,S.8. should enter the lists and fight
for the truth of all good Catholics in this regard but if it is apparent that two minds exist
among churchmen then it scems better that first things should be first. Election to
Diocesan and other Conferences of Catholics who will uphold the Faith and who in turn
can elect to Convocation similarly minded persons would be most valuable in shewing
that no tampering with the laws of Holy Church will be tolerated and this advice has been
offered as a starting point for a real line of attack in defence of Church Principles.

’

The Religious Press Week impels one to wondet if the total circulation of the Sunday
Press has ever been fully appraised by the Chutch Information Board. Surely with the
scope of the mass of readers covered by such a Press there must be someone with the
experience and faith to direct such a venture as a Church Newspaper, reliable and readable
by every churchman no matter what his “Party Label” and if this happens to catch the
eye of such a one then my notes will not have been wasted.

What’s in a NAME? We all have heard this question at some time or other—either
about the DOG or perhaps concerning the odour of a ROSE. Then please spare a thought
for the 8.G. when enquiring about members who have cither gone astray or for whom it
is possible that a wanderer has returned. With the large number of “Smiths,” *Jones,”
“Williams™ and the like, imagine the task of a West Indian parish priest who dilating on
the number of servers with similar names also tells me of the Communion Registers in
two of the churches under his care. In one there are 118 with the same surname, 100 of
another, 75 of another, whilst the other register carries 83 of the same surname as the
100 in the othet church, With the multiplicity of Christian names the apparent difficulties
are overcome in a degree but cven then the full names must appear if the right person is
to be correctly identified. Tt is therefore apparent that only by the use of CHRISTIAN
names can the members of the congregations he known to the parish priest and of course
to God into whose family they have been baptised.

RETREAT HOUSES. Whilst some dioceses are in the happy possession of such
establishments there is still & great need for more in certain parts of the country and 1
have been asked to make known the Stacklands Retreat House, West Kingsdown, Seven-
oaks, Kent, where Fr J R Lambeth will gladly assist any enquirer of dates available.
This House was created under the direction of the late Fr P G Bacon, a one-time Chaplain-
General of the Guild, and his work there is still much alive and should be supported by
members of G S8 in the districts affording reasonable transpott facilities.

Among the recent departures from these shores for service overseas is the late Secre-
tary of the Chapter of § John Baptist, Cowes, who has proceeded to the UM C A station
at CHIPILI in Northern Rhodesia but the news of his atrival is awaited since his sailing
was only on Qctober 10th, 1957. Maybe others might care to know of his experiences
laterk and 1 am hopeful that I may have his letter ere another page is written from this
Desk.
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MOWBRAYS'
CHUREH SHOPS

Devotional Books
Servers’ Manuals
Cassocks and Surplices
Albs and Cottas
Sanctuary Requisites
Candles

Incense and Charcoal ?.%1
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OXFORD - 35 PEMBROKE STREET, ST. ALDATE'S
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BIRMINGHAM - - - 39 CANNON STREET
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