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EDITORIAL
GENERALLY AT THIS TIME OF THE YEAR the annual holiday
has given one a renewal of vigour and outlook so that the coming autumn
and winter can be faced with zest. Church life takes on a new fempo with
its varied programmes of meetings and events, At this present time. we
should remember particularly three important matters whose impact in
some ways affect every one of our readers.

First, the centenary year of the great -African mission—the Universities
Mission to Central Africa—has alteady begun under the patronage of the
Royal Family and its exhibition and festival services will be hcl§ all over
the land these coming twelve months. When it reaches your town or
_ neighbourhood do visit it and see from what small beginnings has arisen

a great Catholic mission in the heart of the dark continent. Everyone
who calls himself 4 Catholi¢ should wholeheartedly support this Mission.

Then 1958 is the beginning of the centenary year of what is now
known as The Church Union. 'The debt the Church as a whole owes to the
tirelessness of the Union to defend and uphold the fullness of the Faith
within our Church can never be ascertained. - A Eucharistic' Congress is
to take place in London next yeat, in July, when the Archbishop of York
will lead the great team of Sf.\cakers. Every reader who can possibly get
to London at that time should do so to make the Congress a gteat act of
witness to the hundred years work of the Church Union and the catholicity
of the Church of England. .

1958 sees a further great event when the bishops of the Anglican Com-
munion assemble for the Lambeth Conference to discuss the problems affecting
the Church at this time. = Our prayers are necessary that they will be directed
aright in their deliberations. o

Three articles in this issiie describe these events and it is hoped that
servers will thus have a better knowledge of the happenings within our
church. :

The author of the various articles on "Stémps and the Faith,” Bro. D.
Gibson, died on 27th June after a sevete illness, R.I.P. His contributions
were gréatly appreciated ; perhaps another reader can fill his place.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14. EAST ANGLIA, § Peter, Kirkley, Lowestoft.
4 p.m, (Office) High Mass,,

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28. WEST RIDING FESTIVAL, S Peter, Motley, Leeds.
Details from Bro Holmes, Greenways, Woodlands Road, Edwick,
Bingley, Yorks.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5. GENERAL COUNCIL, LONDON."
MICHAELMASS FESTIVAL of Chapter of 58 Alban and Michaol,
Letchworth. § Michael and All Angels, Letchworth: 11 a.m, High
Mass, 3.30 p.m. Office. Details from Bro M Greaves, The Vista,
165, Baldock Road, Letchworth, Herts, '

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, NORTH WESTERN CHAPTERS FESTIVAL,
S Margaret, Princes Road, Liverpool, 8: 12 ncon High Mass, 3 p.m.
Office, 5.30 p.m. Meeting—speaker, The General Secretary.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, AUTUMN FESTIVAL, S. Augustine, Queen’s Gate,

- London, $.W.7. 12 noon High Mass, 3.15 p.m. Office. Tea in Church

Hall afterwards:

NOVEMBER 2. PROVINCIAL GROUP 10, S Saviour, St Albans; 3 p.m. Preacher :
The Dean of S Albans. C .
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THE UNIVERSITIES’ MISSION' TO CENTRAL
AFRICA '

CENTENARY YEAR .. o ..

by the Revd Jorwn H Goopbmawn, !,
Assistant Cemtenary Secretary =

THOSE of us who were privileged to be present at the UM C A Rally
in the Royal Albert Hall last June felt it to be a very gteat experience. ' Tt
was the day of the London Anniversary and the opening of the Centenary
Year of the Mission. At the Rally itself there gathered in that vast hail
nearly 6,000 people, all ardent supporters of UM CA. On the platform
were twelve bishops and a very large number of priests, as well as prominent
laymen and women. Under the chairmanship of the' Afchbishop ‘of York
the meeting was a most inspiring one and among the speakers was an African
priest from the diocese of Nyasaland. The Rally was a fitting ending to
this great day which began with Mass in S Matthew’s Church, Westminster,
when nearly 100 people received Holy Communion at the hands of the
Bishop of South-West Tanganyika., Later in the morning théré had been
Solemn High Mass in S Pancras Church in the presence of the Bishop, when
the sermon was preached by Archbishop Paget. b o

The year 1957 is an important one in the life of UM C A . It is' now one hundred
years since the Mission came into being. During the past century our work in East
and Central Africa has developed in a most remarkable way and today Universities” Mission
supports five great dioceses, each with its own bishop, and a good company of Europezn
and Aftican priests, as well as layworkers, -

It all began in December, 1857, when David Livingstone addressed a big meeting
in the Senate House at Cambricdge. His speech was in the nature of an Appeal made
particulatly to the Universities. He had recently returned from Africa, after being there
for some seventeen years. Livingstone was not only a great explorer, but he was alsé a
Christian doctor. He loved the African people and they loved him. And during his
sojourn in Africa he realised that the evangelization of its people could, never be’accom-
plished without the aid of Christian missionaries who would help him with his work.

Livingstone’s speech in the Senate House was received, not enly as an Appeal, but
as a Challenge, His closing words have become famous in the history of UM C A.
He said “T go back to Africa to try to make an open path for commerce and Christianity.
Do you carry on the work which I have begun. T leave it with you.” Almost at once
the first committees were formed in Cambridge. The Unlversities of Oxford and Durham
joined in and soon began the formation of the Society one day to be' known as the Universi-
ties” Mission to Central Africa. : T

Nearly three years later a small group of missionaries sailed for Cape Town under the
leadership of Charles Mackenzie. Besides the leader there were two other priests and three
laymen. They arrived in South Africa in November, 1860, and early in the following
year Father Mackenzie was consecrated Bishop in Cape Town Cathedral “to the tribes
dwelling in the neighbourhood of Lake Nyasa and the River Shiré,” Bishop Mackenzic
was the first missionary bishop to be sent out by the Church of England for a thousand
years. He was consecrated by Bishop Gray OfyCapc Town and the Bishops of Natal
and St. Helena. .

The missionaries set out for Central Africa. The bishop made contact with Dr.
Livingstone, who by that time had returned to Africa, and he helped the party a gond deal
' with advice and practical knowledge of the country. But these men were unsuited to
the climatic conditions of a tropical country and one by one they began to succumb to
illness and disease. The bishop himself died little morethan a year after his consecration,
leaving the Mission without a leader. :
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High Mass -in the Mission

During the early days of UM C A there were many setbacks and disappointments
Livingstone himself was determined to end the slave trade in Africa. The missionarie
had vowed to help him in this important wotk, It was a formidable task for this littl
group of people to attempt because not only did the white man enslave the African, bu
even the natives themselves sold their weaker brethren into lifelong bondage. .

Disease, superstition, ignorance, fear of evil spitits wete all very real stumbling-block
in the path of teaching Christianity to the African people. At times it looked very mucl
as if the Mission might die out altogether through lack of personnel.  But by the grac
of Gad more missionaries were forthcoming and a year after Bishop Mackenzie’s deat
his successor, Bishop Tozer, was consecrated.

In 1864 the headquarters of the Mission was established at Zanzibar, which was the
the very centre of the slave trade. Its slave market was one of the largest in the worlc
In choosing this island for their mission station, the missionaries felt that they woul
be able to attack the slave trade at its very root. They ultimately succeeded in abolishin
slavery in Zanzibar and less than ten years later the Cathedral CKurch was built upon th
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€ of the slave market. ‘Today the High Altar of the Cathedral stands on the spot where
¢ whipping post once stood.

In spite of the many difficulties which our missionaries have experienced in the past
1¢ hundred years the Mission has gone on from strength to strength, Today UM CA
rritory covers a substantial part of Enst and Central Africa,

During the years 1957 and 1958 we are celebrating the Centenary of the Mission,
i the year 1960 the Church in Africa will be doing likewise. Meantime we here in England
joice and give thanks for the many blessings which have been bestowed upon the Mission
id its work during the past oné hundred years,

The Centenary celebrations for the most part are in the nature of a “Progress.’
frican priests and laymen and European missionaries are coming to England during
ie Centenary Year and teams of speakers wifl be in constant progress throughout the
ritish Isles during that time. Every large city and town is being visited and most church-
:ople will have an opportunity of attending services and meetings in connection with
i Centenary. Full details are published in the Church Press and inthe U M C A monthly
urnal, “Central Africa.” A Missionary Exhibition is on tout throughout the country
atil towards the end of 1938,

The purpose of the UM C A Centenary Year is intended, in the first place, ag'a special
it of Thanksgiving. But also it is in the nature of an Appeal. Our work in Africa
1s grown to such immense proportions that we desperately nced morc European workers
' help there. Priests, doctors, nurses, teachers are all nceded NOW perhaps as never
sfore.  The Africans themselves are assuming a certain amount of responsibility for their

wn affaits, but they still need the help and encouragement which trained Europeans can
ve. .

The prayers of the faithful are asked on behalf of our Centenary Year and for the
frican people. Readers who can possibly join in our celebrations are invited to do so,
ther in London of in othet patts of the countey,

4 THE 1953 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

3

by CoLin Rowuws,
.. Organising Secresary of the Church Union

IEARLY A HUNDRED YEARS AGO, on May 12th, 1859, John Keble
nd'a few friends formed a society which had for its immediate objects the
rotection and furtherance of the Catholic Revival in the Church of England.
during the following year the English Church Union, one of the parent
odies of the present Church Union, was formed to unify the work of
iis and local societies which had become necessary to provide a shield
ehind which the Revival could flourish in the face of bitter and unscrupu-
»as opposition. Thus the work which the Church Union does for the
hurch will soon have a century of support behind it, and this is to be
rarked by a great Congress in the Royalp Albert Hall in the first week of
aly, 1958, followed by a week of one-day congresses in provincial centres
1 the spring of 1959,

But the Faith has been defended and furthered “to bring everybody”—to use the
itual wording of the official aims and objects of the Union—"to worship the Lord Christ
Saviour and King,” and although these great gatherings will be occasions of thanks-
ving they will look forward rather than backward. The theme, which clearly indicates
eir evangelistic intention, is “The World for God,” and is particulatly appropriate because
e Congress takes place at a time when the bishops of our communion throughout the
orld will be assembling for the Lambeth Conference with similar objectives.
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The _general. title is THE 1958
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS. The
Bucharist is the perfect thanksgiving and
provides not only the pattern -of. the
Christian life but the power and inspira-
tion to make it a reality and to bring men
into it. We shall hope to discover our
Lord’s will for the Catholic Movement in
these days of change and bewilderment
in the light which the Church’s eucharistic
theology throws upon her mission ‘1o
bring the world to him. L

The Bishop of London will be the
President, and the inaugural address
will be given by the Archbishop of
York, who will be succeeded by other
speakers of distinction both’ at the three
main evening sessions and at afternoon
meetings. The subjects for the main
_ sessions develop from the actions of our
Lord in the Eucharist—* He took,” ** He blessed” and **He gave”—and the 'speakers will
endeavour to show how, through his Church, he takes ‘a fallen world, consecrates it 10
his service, and gives grace and power in the divine community, his Body, to those who
believe in his Name. : ' ' -

An Exhibition of the Work of Church Societies will be an integral part of the Congress, -
and will be held in the arena of the Albert Hall, which will also be the social centre. Among
afierncon events there will be meetings which will deal with the theological aspects of
present trends in liturgical ptactice.

All priests and lay people in sympathy with the objects of the Congress will be asked
to become members, to support it with prayer and if possible by attendance at services
and meetings. Full details .will be published in the autumn, when badges and prayer
cards will be availab'e ; meanwhile please keep these dates free—London Congress, July 1st
‘to 5th, 1958, and Provincial Congresses, April 27th to May 1st, 1959, ‘

THE LAMBETH CONFERENCE

‘by The Revd Dr Eric G Jay,
Joint Secretary to the Conference

THE HISTORY OF LAMBETH CONFERENCES did not begin with
very favourable omens. The EBighteen-sixties were years of controversy.
‘The Bishop of Natal (J W Colenso) had been deposed in 1863 by his Metro-
politan, Gray of Cape Town, for his extreme liberal teaching. On the
other hand Gray’s uncompromising Tractarianism was causing alarm far
beyond South Africa. The protagonists of each side suspected that the
Conference of Anglican Bishops proposed by Archbishop Longley in 1867
would be used by the other side to force through unwelcome decisions.
To allay fears the Archbishop made plain that the Conference would not
‘assume the functions of a General Synod’ or enact Cancns. Nevertheless
the Archbishop of York, the Bishop of Durham and others absented them-
selves, and the Dean of Westminster refused the use of the Abbey for the
Conference service, o L
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In 1867 there were§i44 diocesan bishops of the Anglican Communion, of whom 76
accepted the invitation to attend the Conference, which Iasted only four days. In-
auspicious as was this beginning, the Lambeth Conferences have had a steady growth.
At the number of diocese of the Anglican Communion has increased, so has the number
of bishops attending, At the eighth conference in 1948 there were 326 bishops present.
The subjects discussed have also increased in number and variety and business is now
carried on from one Conference to another by means of Commissions appointed to study
certain subjects and to geport. . .

Although the Conferences have thus increased in size and scope, the limitations upon
its functions imposed by Archbishop Longley in 1867 have by common consent been
maintained. The Lambeth Conference of 1958 will be a deliberative body with no legis-
lative powers. Its resolutions will not be binding upon any patt of the Church (unless a
Provincial or Diocesan Synod later adopts any such resolution) of upon the conscience
of any individual.

In view of this, it might be asked, what justification is there for bringing so many
hishops from the ends of the earth st great expense, and after so much preparation? This
question is answered in a brief but authorative article printed in the Churck of England
Year Bosk, entitled ‘““The Authority of the Lambeth Conferences,” by the late Right Revd
F ] Western. The value of the Conferences to the Bishops is that it gives them ‘the
opportunity of mecting with other Bishops who carry the same responsibilities in widely
different circumstances.” Qutside the meetings they can compare experiences and consult
other bishops with special knowledge. Inside the meetings problems of common ¢oncern
are discussed. Bishops from the more isolated dioceses greatly value this opportunity of
common counsel, .

But the Conferences are of great value also to the bishops of the fully organisen
Churches and Provinces, The discussion in full conference of such matters as the re-uniod
of Christendom, particularly schemes for re-union, Prayer Book revision, as well as current
moral and social problems, means that the bishops of a particular Church or Province
can discover whether certain pronouncements or lines of action which they may be
contemplating are likely to commend themselves to the Anglican Communion as a whole.
The Lambeth Conferences havebeen invaluable as a means of keeping the Churches of the
Communion ‘i step.’

Though the resolutions of the Conference do not become binding law on the Church,
this is not to say that they lack authority. Bishop Western writes “The Bishops meet at
Lambeth as Bishops, They meet solemnly in the presence of God and invoking the aid
of His Holy Spirit. They give advice. It is solemn advice . . . The authority of the
Conference is that of God’s Bishops met in His name to set forth (as far as they are able)
the petsuasive guidance of the Spirit of Truth. It is now (as it was in antiquity) the part
of tﬁe Church at large to judge whether they have represented this guidance rightly.”

The Bishops, therefore, will tely greatly upon the prayers of the whole Church.
Those prayers cannot begin too soon. They will also be helped if they can be assured
that there 13 among the clergy and laity an informed understanding of the matters which
they ate to discuss,

Aftet a week of discussion in full assembly, the Conference will be divided into four
committees to discuss and report on the five main topics. These are to be:

1. The Holy Bible: Tts authority and message.
Church Unity and the Church Univetsal
{@) The Church and the whole Occumenical Movement
() The Re-union schemes proposed for Ceylon and for North India and
Pakistan
{(r) Relations with particular churches
. 3. Progress in the Anglican Communion -
(a) The contemporary missionary appeal, and means of advance
() The Book ot Common Prayer {Principles of revision : Recognition of local
Saints and Setvants of God) :
() Ministries (including supplementary ministries) and manpower
4, The reconciling of conflicts between and within nations
5. The family in modern society (including consideration of the problem of over-
. population)
8




Itwill be clear that under these heads will be discussed most of the urgent issues which
now confront the Church and the world. Committees are already at work preparing
material for the Conference, and between now and the opening of the Conference with a
service in Canterbury Cathedral on July 3rd, 1958, a number of ‘pre-Lambeth’ documents
-will be produced, some of them for general publication. This will be the Churchman’s
opportunity to inform himself, and to study the very questions which the Lambeth Bishops
are to consider. . )

A short article can do little by way of discussing the themes of the Conference. I
therefore use the space which remains to me for a list of publications about the Lambeth
Conference of 1958, which I commend to the study ot thoughtful churchmen,

1. Lambeth and our Times. (A guide for speakers and study-group leaders. Church
Information Board, Church House, S.W.1. 1/6,

2. A Unified Siatement of the Work and Needs of the Churches of the Anglican Communion.
Church Information Board: ready in November, 1957.

3. The Birhops come to Lambeth by the Revd Dewi Morgan; Mowbrays. Ready in
September, 1957.

4. Relations between Anglican and Presbyterian Churches. A jointreport. SPCK  3/6.

5. Prayer Book Revision in the Church of England. SPCK  4/6. '

6. Principles of Praver Book Revision. (A memorandum from the Church of lndia,

" Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon). SP'CK 7/6, .

7. The Commemoration of Saints and Fleroes of the Faith i the Anglican Communion. (Re-
port of Committee set up by the 1948 Lambeth Conference.) SPCK 6/

8. Missionary Commitments of the Anglican Commmumion. SP CK  3/6.

The :ve last mentioned documents are being circulated to the bishops attending
the Conference.
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S EDWIN (585-633)
by CHarLEs H SymrTh '

EDWIN was the son of Aella, king of Deira. When Aella died, the neigh-
bouring king of Bernicia descended upon Deira and drove out Prince
Edwin, who escaped to the Welsh mountains, and from there into East
Anglia, where he was welcomed by King Redwald.

Redwald, we are told, was not a very brave man and was scared by the threats of the
king of Bernicia, almost to the point of handing Edwin over to his bitter enemy. A
friend of Edwin’s warned the young exile that Redwald might betray him. As escape

- seemed impossible, Edwin gave himself to despair. As he sat by himself in the king’s
garden that night he heard a voice asking what he would do for someone who would
save his life and put him back on his father’s throne. Edwin answered that he would do
anything. : '

A hand was then stretched out and laid upon his head,.and the voice said “When you
receive this sign, then remember,” Edwin was much comforted by this, and was de-,
lighted when Redwald told him he had decided to call cut his armies to make war against
Bernicia, A battle was fought at Retford, and the forces of East Anglia were the victors.
Soon Edwin was installed on his father’s throne over a kingdom which now united Deira
and Bernicia, later to be known -as Northumbria. :

In 625 Edwin married Ethelburga, the sister of the Christian king of Kent, but it
was made a condition of the bethrothal that she should be free to .practice her religion,
The recently consecrated Bishop Paulinus'accempanied her to Northumbria as her chaplain,

On the day of the birth of his daughter, an attempt was made on Edwin’s life by
Cwichelm, king of Essex, but his life was saved by the sacrificial intervention of his faith-
ful servant, Lilla. Edwin vowed that should he conquer this latest enemy he would
renounce the gods of his race, possibly connecting his servant’s sacrifice with what he had
been told of Christ’s greater Sacrifice for all men. . .

One day when Edwin was sitting in his room, Paulinus entered and; laying his hand
on the king’s head, asked “Do you recognise this sign?” Edwin immediately recalled his
visitation-in the garden of Redwald’s palace and realised that this had been Christ working
through Paulinus. Since God had saved him from death, he now became the first Christian
king of Notthumbria, assimilating thé teachings of Paulirus.

He was baptised on Easter Eve, 627, at Eboracum, in a small wooden church which he
himself had commanded should be built. At the same time his great-niece was baptised
with him. The church was the first York Minster, and the little-girl is now known to the
ages as S Hilda, abbess of Whitby.

Edwin’s conversion was sincere and we are told that ‘a woman with a new-born child
might walk from one end of Edwin’s land to another and no-one would do her harm” as
he ruled with such wisdom, justice and charity.

Although such a good and just king, Edwin still retained a taste for power and splen.
dour, and his achievements in this direction prompted the jealousy of king Penda of
Mercia. Edwin was slain when theit two armies met at Hatfteld near Doncaster and hig
forces were put to flight in 633, - :

(Edinburgh is said to be named after him and he has a church dedication at Coniscliffe,
Co. Durham.) '

‘It is the custom at York Minster to keep an ‘Octave of York Saints’ from October
Sth—12th, adjusting year by year so that none falls upon a Sunday. For the interest of
Northern Chapters the list of York Saints is as follows— ’

§ Edwin, King and S Ethelburga, Queen.

S Robert of Knareshorough .and Richard Rolle of Hampole, Hermit.
S John of Bridlington. :

S Paulinus of York, Bishop.

S James of York, Deacon.

S. Wilfrid of York, Bishop.
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THE CATAFALQUE
By W. H. Morley

THE CATAFALQUE originated about the time of the Crusades when
Holy Church wished to perform the last rites of her liturgy for many a
pious knight who failed to return, and so erected a funeral pile (or empty
tomb) begore the altar with emblems of mourning and the insignia of his
rank. The Cenotaph in Whitehall represents the same idea in memory of
those gallant men and women who failed to return from the World Wars,
and on their behalf and in their memory many catafalques have been erected
in our churches especially at Armisticetide.

These catafalques have brought comfort to many aching hearts mourning their dear
ones whose graves are either overseas or known only to God ; each dear heart feeling that
it represents their own special loss and with the ceremonies and prayers of the Office of
the Dead, including the Solemn Absolutions, as if the body were present, pronounced over
it, feeling thar all had been done that could be done.

The annual service at the Cenotaph in the presence of the Sovereign and the rulers
ofithe land has the same purpose in a national sense, and is, in a way, a counterpart of the
ceremonies of the Catholic Church. It is interesting to note that the well-known words
of the Introit of the Mass of the Dead, which are 2lso used on so many other occasions
‘Rest eternal grant to him, O]Lord, etc.’is somewhat contained in the 34th and 35th verses
c];fl ];;!he second chapter of the Second Book of Esdras, one of the apocryphal books of the

ible,

The ceremony of the Solemn Absolutions which is contained in our missals and
devotional manuals takes place at the end of the Requiem Mass. The celebrant changing
his chasuble and maniple tor a black cope stands at the foot of the coffin and prays “Enter
not into_judgment with Thy servant O Lord, for in Thy sight shall no man living be
justified”” and proceeds to ask the Divine Mercy on him who during his lifetime was sealed
with the seal of the Holy Trinity (Baptismal service).

‘The priest then recites or a choir chants the responsory “Deliver me O Lord from death
eternal . . . when Thou comest to judge the world” Then atouching appeal of the soul
standing before the Tribunal of God “Trembling and dread comes upon me when I think
on the trial of men’s deeds,’ after which, during a silent recitai of the Lord’s Prayer the
priest passes round the bier and asperses with holy water the coffin or catalfaque on either
side at the foot, middle and head—typifying the preservation of body and soul from the
domination of Satan. He then censes it in similar manner to express the honour due to a
former temple of the Holy Ghost.

The crucifer and attendants stand at the head of the bier facing the priest, and if
possible, members of the family of the deceased should stand rouad holding lighted candles.
After well known versicles and responses the priest prays ‘O God whose nature is ever to
have mercy and forgive, we beseech Thee this day for the soul of Thy servant N through
the merits of our only Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” As the body ‘is borne out of
church may be said ‘Into Paradise may the angels lead thee, at thy coming may the martyrs
receive thee and bring thee into the holy city Jerusalem. May the quires of angels welcome
thee and with Lazatus who once was poor, mayest thou have eternal rest.”

Holy Church urges us to pray for the faithful departed, and though separation has
come It is only for a time, and even while it continues there is 2 bond of union between
us on earth and our loved ones who “have gone before.
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THE OCCASIONAL OFFICES

by the Revd Wm H BarNaArD,
Hinton Marte! Rectory, Dorset

: V. HOLY MATRIMONY
() MARRIAGE & DIVORCE

INTRODUCTION

“Why should we continue to live together unhappily when the Bible
allows divorce?” “Why can’t we have our freedom?”

These and similar questions are asked today by many people, young
and old, concerning marriage and divorce. They complain that the Church,
in objecting to divorce, is old-fashioned—out-of-date, and wants people to
live in misery, What is our answer as Catholic Christians?

We saw last time what the essentials were for a valid and a Christian
marciage. When those conditions are fulfilled, and there is the full and
free consent of both patties to the marriage and no impediment to such,
then it is the law of the Church, and of the natural order, that such a marriage
of one man and one woman is a life-long union.

1. THE ATTITUDE OF THE CHURCH in this matter is not different from that
of the Bible or of our Lord. It is based on the teaching of both. People who imagine
the Bible allows divorce misunderstand the Bible.

Christ’s words, as recotded in the first three Gospels, state that marriage was, from
the beginning, ordained by God and that those whom He has joined together no man
must - put asunder. The Pharisees, hearing this, asked why Moses in olden days gave
permission for a bill of divorcement. Our Lord’s reply was to point out that it was
given to the Jews because of “‘the hardness of their hearts.” It was a concession to
human frailty, but, from the beginning it was not so, and God never meant it to be so.
That was the natural law. QOur Lord went on to state explicitly that if a husband puts

. away his wife and either marry again, they commit adultery. For the Christian Church

to adopt any other attitude would mean disloyalty to the teaching of Her Lord and Master,

Before we consider more exactly what this involves, it would help us if we look
briefly at
2, THE STATE LAWS in so far as they allow one to dispose of their hushband or wife.
There are three possible ways of doing this :— ‘

. {a) Legal separation, which means that by mutual agreement, husband and wife
decide they must live apart, separated {in legal language) “from bed and board.” Such
separation does not allow either party to remarry during the lifetime of the other. The
Church, following S Paul, recognises this separation, but emphazises how tragic it is,
especially where there are children of the marriage who will miss the love and care of at
least one parent. -

Such separation, however, does mean that reconcifiation is still possible. Those living
like this are not cut off from the ministrations and Sacraments of the Church, though the
situation is undersirable.

(b) A decree g/nullitj, obtained through the State courts, set up for this purpose, is
the second way of separation after marriage. This is a legal statement which says the

.marriage was illegal in the first instance because one or more of the conditions for a valid

martiage were violated. For example, compulsion may have been used on orie party to
the marriage, or a former marriage existed which was not divulged at the time. Hence
the martiage is null and void. The Church accepts this decree, and, provided the reasons
for declaring the marriage invalid are in accord with those allowed by the Church Herself,
She admits there was no real marriage to begin with. There is considerable discussion
biere and in America at the present time as to how decrees of Nullity are to be determined
and accepted. For example, an American Episcopal Church Bishop is allowed to set
up a kind of Church Nullity Court to enquire into, and decide, in the case of an active
Church member whose marriage has been annulled or dissolved by'a civil court, whether
or not a marriage bond recognised by the Church does exist, or not, in actual fact. If
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not, then the parties are free to marry. Tt is suggested by many people that such machinery
carefully operated, would be of great help in England.

(¢)  Divorce, “a vinculo,” that is from the marriage bond, is the third way for husband
and wife to part and is obtainable onfy from the State. There are fwo séqges in the process :—
First, A “ Decree nisi” is granted conditionally. If during the six months following, the
Queen’s Proctor does nat intervene having found no new grounds for refusing a decree,
and no fresh evidence becomes available to alter the decision, then, at the end of the
six months period, a *“ Decree absolute” is made, which, in the eyes of the State, setsthe
parties free to marry again if they so desire.

With a few exceptions, the Church has always refused to recognise this.

The English Church Canons of 1604, numbers 106 and 107, do not permit such divorce
and’ remarriage. It is not only sinful, but impossible.

Such has been
3. THE TEACHING OF THE CHURCH in the West from the beginning. It is
based on our Lord’s own words, which state that a man and woman, in marriage, become
a single organism, “one flesh.” Qur Lord states a fact, and not a sentiment.

s C S Lewis pointg out, it is a fact that a lock and key are one piece of mechanism,
or a violin and bow one musical instrument. “So,” he says, “the Inventor of the human
machine, God, has told us that its two halves, the male and female, were made to be
combined together in pairs, not simply on the sexual level, but totally combined physically,
mentally and spiritually.” Physicaﬁ, union must not be isolated from complete union.

Hence, the Christian Church regards divorce as something comparable to cutting
up a living body, a kind of surgical operation, It may be allowed in certain instances,
but it is nevertheless a desperate remedy for an extreme case. {Jivorce is, in fact, more
like cutting off one’s legs than dissolving a business partnership or deserting a regiment.
Marriage means two peaple of their own free will choose to enter this closest of relation-
ships with ench other and become one organism. Nothing they can do can break, or
dissolve, that union, any more than a brother and sister, born of the same parents,can ever
alter their blood relationship, though they may quartel and separate from each other
anct have no further contact, They remain brother and sister always. So the man
and woman validly married remain hushand and ‘wife “till death.”

4. OBJECTIONS TO CHURCH TEACHING

But, it is argued, suppose they discover they have “made a mistake,” or one becomes -

“unfaithful,” or deserts the other? Must they remain unhappy and miserable for the rest
of theit lives?

Surely it would be better to obtain a divorce and start again.  After all, Christ Him-
self said 2 man could put away his wife for fornication,

~ This last reference is to what is known as
The Escception Clanse in Matthew 19.9, “whosoever shall put away his wife, except for
fornication, and shall marry another committeth adultery ; and he that marrieth her when
she is put away committeth adultery.” Tt appears our Lord allows one exception to the
strictness of His rule of indissolubility as recorded in the Gospels of S Mark and S Luke
and as understood by § Paul in 1 Corinthians 7, vv. 12 and following.

There are three points to notice concerning this verse, '

First. The Greek word here used for fornication means pre-nuptial sin, that is
sexual union ontside marriage, and not adulte .

Secondfy. 1t should be noted that no after marriage permission corresponding t6
that supposedly given to the husband to divorce his wife is given to the wife to divorce
her husband, Such can only be inferred. No one would surely dare to say our Lord
endorsed a double standard, one for the man, but another for the woman| Moreover,
if you accept that the husband can put away his wife, it is explicitly stated that “he which
marrieth her when she is put away committeth adultery,”

In other words, although there has been divorce, remarriage is impossible because
the first marriage is obviously still conceived as spiricually subsisting, despite the putting
away. i

And hirdly, if we accept S Matthew’s passage at its face value, what then?

If the wording, as we have it is correct, it means that S Matthew's report of our Lord’s-

teaching conflicts with the views of § Mark, § Luke and S Paul. It is hardly credible
that on one occasion our Lord said marriage was indissoluble and on another, it could be
dissolved for a particular reason.

However, the documentary evidence is so uncettain and divided that we cannot be
sure we have the correct text in its original form. This exception clause is regarded by
many scholars as an interpolation into our Lord's words out of feeling for the Jewish
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community for whom § Matthew was chicfly writing. ‘The Jews had been zccustomed
to divorce, hence the great surprise of our Lord’s own disciples when He spoke to them
about the indissolubility of marriage under any circumstances. Those who quote S
Matthew as allowing divorce havé a very wéak case and certainly nothing to shew which
allows remarriage after divorce.

So we must go on living miserably and unhapplly for the rest of our lives, say thosé
who object to the Church’s laws?

5. IS THE CHRISTIAN RULE TOO HARD? ’ : :

We must remember that no marriage is without its “ups’and downs.” Most husbands
and wives have had “tiffs” or differences of opinion. It does not mean they have fallen
out of love. It is a mistake to think they must have the same feelings for cach other all
their lives, and if they “fall out” after maxrmgc then they can “fall in love” with someone
eisc and marry them. “Being in love” is a good reason for marrying, of course, but it
does not imply that deeper-unity which makes a husband and wife one organism. This
unity grows and develops after marriage,

The trouble is our ideas of “being in love” are coloured all through by books, plays
and the cinema of today. Hollywood’s idea of “love” is not that of the Church. That
first passionate attachment described as “being in love” is not meant to last a life-time,
but to ripen into a more perfect love, It is a love that is ready to make allowances for
difffcrcnces of temperament and upbringing, a love that is prepared to give and take and

“put up” with this or that. In other words, it is unselfish love,

If for some really adequate reason it'is quite impossible for huband and wife to con-
tinue living rogether then separation would be the course to adopt "bccausc thls leaves
open the door to a possible reconciliation later on, whereas divorce closes it.”
CONCLUSION

For the Church readily to allow divorce would. mean, first, that the solemn promise
made in marriage would be reduced to nothing. It would have no real meaning at all
if the man 6¢r woman knew they could revoke it just when it pleased them, and remarry.

Secondly, where children have been born to the parents concerned, then to break
up the marriage would be disastrous to the child’s mental and possibly physlcal wéll being.
There would be no security and stability which is every cth d’s blrthrlght It is a2 well
known fact that broken homes mean juvenile delinquency.

And thirdly, the Church would be disobeying rhe teaching of Her Founder.

Christian marriage is based on the unshakeable foundation of a permanent union of
one man and one woman.  That is what God means marriage to be. 1t may be,a hard
rule, but it is a safe rule. You cannot tamper with God’s laws without bringing rmscry
and ruin both to individuals and society.

1t is because of the laxity of 20th century man in this matter that the solidity of mamage
and the sacredness of home life have been badly undermined and seriously injuted, and
led to the unhappiress and misery of far greater numbers than those actually involved in
divorce. For “what God hath joined together no man can put asunder” without grave
harm to himself and to society in general. .

What the attitude of the Church is to be towards those who have been divorced and

“remarried” we must consider next time, - . :

BROTHER JOHN’S JOTTINGS

CONGRATULATIONS are certainly due to the Chapter of the Holy
Apostles, Guernsey. Not only have they a membership of sixty-eight in
this small island, but they also have a full and imaginative programme.
Each Whit-Monday for the last three years they have made a pilgrimage.

The first one was to a ruined priory oa Lihou Island, when they walked in
procession across the causeway which connects this islet with the main
island at low, water, and sang the Office on that windswept spot, Last year
they went further afield anc% crossed over to the island of Herm, and sang
the Office in the little chapel of § Tugal there. This year, in choppy seas,
they ventured across-the nine miles of water to Sark, where by invitation of
the vicar of Sark they assisted at Sung Mass and Guild Ofﬁce in the island’s

church of § Petcr.

.
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Guernsey has an unusual religious history, as from the Reformation until the Restora-
tion of the monarchy it was impaossible to eaforce Catholic erder in the island, and foreign
protestants, mostly French Calvinist ministers, were intruded into the island’s churches
As a result the religious ‘climate’ of the island has not on the whole been favourable to
the restoration of Catholic worship and devotion, although headway is being made, and
it is certain that the local Chapter, under their enthusiastic and hard-working secretary,
Bro Councillor Lihou, is playing an important part in the Catholic Revival in Guernsey.
Visitors will find all Catholic privileges, and a beautifully.offered Sung Mass, in S Stephen’s
Church in St Peter Port. Bro Lihou is a lay reader in this church.

Sunday, Scptembe: 1st, will be a day of high festival in the fine church of S Giles-on-
the-Hill, Norwich. This years’ patronal festival will commemorate the amalgamation
of the two ancient Norwich parishes of ‘S Giles” and ‘S Benedict’ in the new parish of
‘S Giles with S Benedict,’ the church of § Benedict having been destroyed by enemy action
during the war, As a memorial to, and through the generosity of the late Revd Richard
Couttier-Forster, vicar of § Giles 1927-1933, a statue of S Giles is being provided as well
as a new setting for the high altar, which will incorporate a figure of S Benedict. Fr
G P Jodrell Day (vicar 1933-1935) wiil preach at solemn evensong on the Eve. § Giles
day itself will commence with Holy Communion at 7.30, celebrated by Fr Day and at
8.15 celebrated by Dom Robert Petitpierre, OSB, who was vicar 1935-1940. At High
Mass at 11 the Bishop of Thetford will bless the new work, preside at the Mass and preach
an% ?Som Robert Petitpierre will preach at Solemn Evensong, Procession and Benediction
at 6.45.

It is strange that two vicars of this church should have a connection with the Order
of § Benedict. Fr Courtier-Forster had been a friend and confidante of Fr Ignatius, who
revived the religious life for men in the Church of England, and who, in Benedictine habit,
was a great mission preacher all over England and the US A in the last century. He left
his pastoral staff and abbot’s ring to Fr Courtier-Forster, who left the pastoral staff to the
care of the Shrine at Walsingham. Fr Petitpierre, who was vicar until 1940, is now a
monk of Nashdom Abbey and is an authority upon continental religious thought and move-
ments. both Catholic and Protestant. It is fgtting that S5 Benedict will now be a joint
patron of the church with S Giles, abbot. Incidentally, your editor has been associated
with this church as a server for thirty years and as churchwarden for the past sixteen years.

Extract from a parish magazine, which had better remain un-named :(—*SOCK-
SPLENDOUR.—The colours which adorn the ankles of young ladies and young gentle-
men in these days seem to increase in brightness week by week. This Easter, their splen-
dour has even outshone in intensity the very flowers of spring. While this dazzling array
of many-hued footwear is most refreshing to behold, it would seem desirable that a line
must be drawn. I would venture to suggest that it would he more seemly if Servers,
when actually on duty at the altar, wou%g wear socks more in keeping with their im-
mediate purpose. 1 squest that if a darker assortment be brought with you for use at
tshc Service, the more glorious colours could be displayed once more when you leave the

acriaty.” -

A NOTE

The earliest form of Crucifix took the form of the robed and crowned King reigning
from the tree. Such a triumphal ornament was most fittingly veiled during Lent. Its
exposure on Palm Sunday inspired the address “‘Hail, our monarch” and the hymn, “The
roya) banners forward go.” Fashions changed. This splendid figure was transformed
to the suffering, or even dead, Christ, rendered realistically. Nevertheless the custom of
vcilin% during Lent remained, and the same liturgical words were preserved. In out-of-
way churches the robed image survived. The faithful began to hear of a female martyr—
a princess who so loved God that she prayed that she might be made unsightly to men.
She was given a beard over night in answer to her ptayer. Her name became common
Eropetty, Wilgefort or Uncumber. Once again churches began to erect a crowned,

earded and robed figure, sometimes even crucified. But oh! the difference of the
intention| (A woman could offer 2 peck of wheat or oats to Wilgefort to uncumber her-
self of an unwanted husband.)

For an ancient robed crucifix, sce the photograph of the Holy Face of Lucca in
“Liturgy and Society.”
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PERSONS AND THINGS SEEN IN CHURCH
by the Revd Canon S C Joap

THE ‘CONVERSATIONS’ between Anglicans and Presbyterians which
have taken place recently remind one of a good stoty concerning the rivalry-
that used to exist between Anglicans in Scotland (known as Episcopaiians)
and their Presbyterian neighbours. The Presbyterians have at least this
in common with us; they possess a catechism which commences with the
question, “What is the chief end of man?” Presbyterian children were
accustomed to taunt their Episcopalian fellows with the jeering lines,

“Pisky, Pisky, Ah-men;
Doon on knee and up agen”

To which the Episcopalians replied—
C “Presby, Presby, dinna bend, .
Burt sit ye doon on “Man’s chief end’.”

Which brings me to the consideration of what a church building is for. This is
not an idle speculation, for having, so to speak; in previous articles looked at the porch,
the door, and the font, it is well to ask what is the purpose of building a church at all?
In modern times the decision to build a church is usually in order that accommodation
may be provided for so many people to worship.  This, in turn, works out in the decision
to seat so many. In other words, “Man’s chief end” in the sense above stated, is the
primary consideration as to the size of the building. This way of calculating probably
dates from the Reformation when the hearing of sermons became the chief occupation of
those who attended church. This accounts for the way in which so many ancient churches
have become cluttered up with pews, to provide “sittings,” for “Man’s chief end.” Qur
Catholic forefathers would have been amazed at such reasoning. The size of a church
in the old days was determined not by considerations of population, still less by *sittings,”
but by the amount of money and materials that could be gathered to raise the most beautiful
edifice as a shelter for the Altar of God. It is, of course, inevitable, in our own ddys, that
consideration of numbers should be taken into account, but the fact remains that the
original reason for a church building was to provide the most worthy sanctuary possible
for the celebration of the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. The other Sacraments can
all be celebrated elsewhere—Baptism in rivers and ponds ; Confirmation (as in the Middle
Ages) by the roadside ; Penance, almost anywhere that is secluded ; Marriage in private
houses ; Unction in the rooms of the sick ; even Foly Order has been administered in the
open air. Preaching and meetings for prayer have often taken place out of doors, but the
instinct for the Church has always been towards providing a consecrated building for the
greatest of all the Sacraments. .

The desite to do honour to our Lord in His sacramental Presence has led to a wonder-
ful variety of buildings, and perhaps a few words about the chief styles to be found in this
country may be useful. The eatliest and the one most easily identified is, perhaps, the
Norman with rounded arches and massive pillars ; the Early English with the arches
becoming pointed ; the Perpendicular with tall, slender pillars and pointed narrow arches,
and windows with perpendicular divisions ; and finally the Decorated style with much
ornamentation and elaboration of arches and pillars. This is a very rough and ready
classitication of styles, but for the most part, modern church architecture (but not the Ultra-
modern of the proposed Coventry Cathedral) is based upon the styles that flourished in

. the Middle Ages. Churches were often built in the shape of a cross, and what corresponds
to the cross bat is called the transepts. The building is usually divided into three sections
—the sanctuary, where the principal altar stands ; the chancel or choir, sometimes separated
from the third portion by a screen which vaties in height ; and the part where the congre-
gation wo'rsh.lps, called the nave. It is well to insist on correct terminology, for so often
the ecclesiastical reporter loves to refer to what he calls “the centre aisle.” Tt is up the
centre aisle that the bride, “leaning on her father’s arm,” “proceeds” *“to the strains. of
the Wedding March,” etc., etc. When one remembers that the word “aisle” is derived
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from the Latin “.4/"” meaning a wing, one sées how absurd s the “centre aisle,” for
nothing that flies has a wing in the middle, although during the late war I did see a strange
aeroplane which looked as it if had a wing sticking out of its centre in an upright position,
My village boys, who were very learned in such matters, told me it was “A Black Widder,"”
80 in my rather muddled mind brides “proceeding up centre aisles” are associated with
‘Black Widows” ; which seems all wrong. The aisle is a correct description for those
patts of the church which are parallel with the nave, and often when churches were enlarged
an aisle was added which probably gave the impression from the outside, of a hen spreading
her wings to shelter her young—hence the name,—so the place of ordinary worshippers
in chutch may quite correctly be described as the nave and side alsles. The word “nave”-
suggests navy and ships, and was perhaps first used because the shape of the church sug-
gested an upturned boat, and also because the building was the visible embodiment of
*“The Ark of Christ’s Church.”

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS
S STEPHEN HARDING, BLANDFORD FORUM

This report covers our activities over the four great festivals of Haster, Ascension,
Whitsuntide and Corpus Christi.

‘The Easter Festival was held this year at S Peter’s, Parkstone, on Easter Tuesday
and was attended by members from the Weymouth, Bournemouth and Lymington Chap-
ters—a total of some 90 robed servers and 13 riests. The procession of all these men was
a most inspiring sight. Fr Payne (our chaplain) officiated and the vicar of § Peter’s (Fr
Coulson) preached. Next, and in.contrast to the large and noble church of S Petet,
Parkstone, we sang our Office on Ascension Day in the church of The Ascension, Wood-
lands, a tiny church on the Dorset—Hants border—so small that we had the procession
out in the Churchyard| We were welcomed by Fr Charman (vicar) who, in the absence
of our chaplain, sang the Office and preached, In his address he drew attention to a
stained glass window depicting a priest and server at the altar, which was placed in the
church some years ago to the memory of Noel Knapp, who met his death by accident
just before his ordination, The window contains a replica of the Guild badge and this
mast surely be unique. Is there another such window in England?

Whit-Monday was kept by the Chapter as usual, Solemn eucharist and corporate com-
munion in the church of S8 Peter and Paul, Blandford Forum, followed by breakfast in
the parish room, The celebrant, Fr Payne {chaplain) was assisted by Fr Staniforth as
deacon and Fr Barnard as sub-deacon. The servers of Hinton Martel were mainly
rﬁqunsisl‘:}&e for the other duties, Blandford Forum servers looking after the music of

artin Shaw,

‘Then on Corpus Christi we were again joined by members of other local Chapters
for the Office in Milton Abbey. This year we had a visit from the Rt Revd Gerald Vernon,
who presided and preached. Fr Payne officiated in cope, and the procession with thurifer,
crucifer, acolytes and bishop in cope and mitre, reminded us of those days when the
services in these ancient abbeys and churches in our land were ever thus!

THE HOLY APOSTLES, GUERNSEY

This Chapter, which has made previous pilgrima es t0 Lihou Island and S Tugal's
chapel, Herm, this Whit-Monday ventured further afield and in choppy seas crossed to
Sark. The party, thirty in number, had to be disembarked in small boats on arrival in
Sark, as the seas prevented the normal landing. At 12,30 a procession was made from
the Island Hall to the Church of S, Peter, for a sung Mass with full ceremoniaj

After the service lunch was served in the Island Hall and the Chapter was welcomed
by the vicar of Sark, who said that he hoped this first pilgrimage would be the forerunner
of many. ‘Their visit had been a great inspiration, In the afternoon the Guild Office was
sung in the church, our chaplain, Fr Moon, officiating, with Bros Kaines and Cochrane as
cantors. The Guernsey Star cartied a full rctport of the occasion and the Guernsey Evening
Press published a front page photograph of the procession on its way to sing the Office
in the afterncan. '
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NEWS FROM AUSTRALIA

THE LOVELY little parish church of § David, Chelmer, in the diocese
of Brishane was the setting for the patronal festival of the Chapter of § John
the Baptist, which took the form of Solemn High Mass at 7.15 a.m, The
festival was attended by the Archbishop of Brisbane, with thirteen priests,
two deacons, over sixty servers, twelve members of the students’ choir of
S Francis’ Theological College, Brisbane and a general congregation of
parishioners and visitors. ‘

The Archbishop of Brisbane, the Most Revd R C Halse, was received ceremoniaily
at the west door by the rector and churchwardens, with incense and lights. He moved
down the aisle to the strains of ‘Bebold a great Priest’ blessing the kneeling congregation,
He presided at the procession which preceded the Mass, for which he occupied the throne.

- The celebrant was the chaplain of the Chapter of S John the Baptist (Revd Fr Walter
G Bennett) who was assisted by the Revd L Hodges and Revd S T Batten {both in deacon’s
orders) as deacon and subdeacon, Fr Brown, the rector, was M C.

it A0 e sl T EIE A ; vy ; HUBdaR A

In the second row of the photograph, seated, from left to right, we have :—

The Revs F Coaldrake (Chairman of the Australian Board of Missions) ; F Bromley
(Deacon of Honout); His Grace the Archbishop of Brishane; W G Bennett, GS§
Chaplain (Celebrant); I, Hodges, S T Batten (Deacon and Sub-Deacon); L Turner
{Deacon of Honour; W A Brown, as MC, vested in cotta only, stand on the extreme
right, third row.

The Deacon and Sub-Deacon are in Deacon’s orders.  All the rest of the clergy in
the fourth row are priests from parishes in Brisbane diocese, some from the country
?}atishcs. They are from left to right : the Revs § Biggins ; T CKernke; JCC Thomson ;

F Guy. ‘ ) : S
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After the setvice breakfast was served by the Chelmer Churchwomen’s Unioen, who
were heartily thanked by the chaplain. At the breakfast, His Grace referred to his
memories of serving as a young lad, especially when he dropped the notices cut of the
missal all over the sanctuary floor, and of upsetting the thurible on his first attempt in the
position of thurifer. He spoke of the high dignity of the office of server and the need
for becoming completely familiar with the server’s duties.

His Grace was followed|by Fr Frank Coaldrake, Chairman of the Australian Board of
Missions, who recalled that{before ordination he had been sectetary of the Chapter of
S Simon and S Jude. Fr Qoaldrake, recently returned from a long spell of duty as a
missionary in Japan, issued 4 challenge to servers on the subject of vocation, asking them
to face up to the question “Where does God want me to serve?’

The Revd Bro S T Battkn, in thanking the speakers, referred to the fact that the first
Australian Chapter of G § § |was established in Brisbane many years ago. No-one seemed
to know when, but one rri t present had belonged to the 8 Simon and § Jude Chapter
over 30 years ago.  He pleaded for more vitality in G S § in Brisbane and for the opening
of a new Chapter were well as the revival of the old Chapter of 8§ Simon and § Jude, It
was then announcdd that thi§ Chapter would be revived this year and another new Chapter
may be formed. Thus this glorious festival ended with a note of hope for the expansion
of G §8 in this important diocese of the Australian Church.

SPECIAL 'NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS
RENEWAL ORDERS

FOR A LARGE NUMBER of readers this issue completes their annual
subscription. I you are one of these, you will find inserted a BLURE
RENEWAL ORDER FORM which I ask you to kindly fill in and return
with remittance (3/-). By doing this you will save the sending of a further

renewal form. .

The idea of inserting renewal forms was to reduce postage by discontinuing the
sending out of Reminders. Unfortunately, so far this has not been very successful, so
may- | ask you to fil} in your order and send along and thus save costs.

The subscribing circulation at June was about 1,320. Since last September to Junc
there have been 165 new subscribers, but unfortunately over 240 have not renewed their
orders and in consequence the circulation does not increase. .

It is hoped that you will cndeavour to secure at least one new subscriber. May I
count on your co-operation in this matter,

I am very grateful to those Chapter Secretaries who have copies on sale or return,
for there are seldom any returned ancf remittances are usually sent promptly.

If you are not a regular subscriber, please send your name and address at once to me
with 3/- remittance.

W. G Hare,

SCOTTISH GUILD OF SERVERS

TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL FESTIVAL
ON SATURDAY, JUNE Ist, the twenty-ninth annual general meeting
of the Scottish Guild of Servers was opened by the Warden, Revd W D
Cooper. The minutes of the previous annual general meeting at Abetdeen
were read and confirmed.

Business arising was dealt with and then the Hon, President, Fr Charles Wood, gave
a short resmme of the Guild’s working in the past year. The almoner, Bro Fergus
Armstrong, presented the Guild’s accounts, which were adopted. The War Memorial
Fund report was given and accepted. The service members’ correspondent, Bro C §
Thomson, rcportcc% on hig attemipts to keep in touch with members in the forces and the
failure to receive an answer from many of those written to. 1t was suggested that with
National Service finishing soon, Bro Thomson might take members serving in the Merchant
Service under his wing. This concluded the business meeting, which was held in the
hall of the Song School attached to § Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh.
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“The brethren then vested and processed from the Song School to the west door of
thc Cathedral and down the main aisle, where they were joined by the officiant’s procession
and the Bishop of Edinburgh and his ‘attendants, The Scottish Guild Office was sung b
the Chaplain-General, Revd Canon ] Bullough, assisted by cantors led by Fr Charles Woed,
who sang the memorials beautifully clearly.:, The sermon was preached by the Lotd
Bishop of Edinburgh, The procession, which folidwed completely encitcled the cathedral,
over 200 servers and priests taking part. The Bishop’s-blessing concluded the service ~
and tea was'served in the Song School by the ladies of members of the Edinburgh fraternity,

THE zzznd COUNCIL MEETING

THE WARDEN, Fr Fox, took the chair at.a Council held in London
on Ist June. The Chaplam-Genetal Fr Jarrett, Secretary-General and
eighteen councillors were present... Apologies for absence were received
from seven brethren.

A welcome was given to Bro L Ingram, who will represent London
Group 5 in . place of Bro Hewlett, who is. now Treasurer-General. Bro
Jarrett, a member from Australia, was also a welcome visitor to the Council.

It was agreed to notify all chapters of the alterations and additions to be made to
the Guild Office decided at the previous Council. Owing to the high printing cost hymn
sheets only for the General Festivals will be printed.

- The new Chapter at Great Yarmouth is to be that of All Saints. It is hoped to form
chapters in the Shefford Deanery, Bedfordshire, and Scunthorpe, Lincs.

Arrangements for the Corpur Christi and autumn festivals were announced, besides
festivals for the West Riding Cgapters Provincial Group 10, Southwark and East Anglia.
The Sectetary-Gefieral reported that the collections at the Easter Festival totalled £30
for the Candidates for Qrdination Fund.

Bro Edden gave a report on the COF for the previous nine months : 77 candidates
at 20 colleges were bemg assisted and £1,135 in gifts had been made. The income received
was £875 55, 10d. * The Canterbury Chapter was sending £131 this year.

The Editor of THE SErRVER reported that subscribers totalled 1, 302 but for the last
thrce issues, of 789 expired subscriptions only 297 had been renewed.

- The Secrctary-General reported on difficulties in obtdining the return of books, medals,
manuals, returns and monies from certain officials of chapters.
" The proposed District Council for Austtaha was still in abeyance awaiting rcples
from half the Chapters concerned.

A reprint of the ‘Declaration of Unity’ would be distributed to all branches.

. The Guild organist, Bro Treadwell, was made a deacon on Trinity Sunday and it was
agreed to ask for donations towards a glft to be made to him in recognition of his services
to the Guild—donations t6 be sent by 30th September,

CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION FUND

The COF chaplain has sent a personal letter to all priests who have been financially
assisted by this fund, asking if they:would offer a Mass on a suitable ‘free day’ once a month,
w1rh intention for the Guild and especially for the CO F.

¢ The importance of the function of the Guild in assisting Ordinands has often been
stressed and ‘it is hoped that’many of its priests-associate will be willing to show their
appreciation of what the Ordination Fund has been’ able to ac hieve, in this most practical
and supremely important way.”

Slr "_h‘)lv'l “‘r,‘“ _'i’ S

May I say how gr'tteful I am for the cheque so kindly sent me from the brothers of
G S S. 1 only wish that some of the Chapters who do not seem to bother about the
COF would realise the great work that it does, then they might do something about it.

I'am also very grateful for the copy of TiE SERVER 50 kindly sent me, It is a real
help to be kept in touch with the activities of the Guild.

Thanking you again for all your help and good wishes and prayers.

Sypney G Cape (8 Chad, Coventry).
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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

© THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the Catholic
Faith in the Anglican Communion. Since the days of the Trac-
tarians it has been the only effective safeguard against attacks
from within and without, and membership is urged upon all who
believe that the Catholic tradition represents the true mind of
the Church of England.

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees and
a small headquarters staff. The General Councii elected by diocesan
committees is the governing body whose work is carried out
by the Executive Committee. The Catholic Group organises the
sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. The Theological,
Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed of members with
specialised knowledge. The Church Literature Association pub-
lishes books, filmstrips, and tracts upon a considerable scale.
The Church Social Action Committee arouses interest in social
matters. The Pilgrimage Committee arranges pilgrimages to holy
places. The Fiery Cross Committee links together churches
and communities engaged in prayer for the conversion of England.
The Council of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comprising
the superiors of the men’s religious communities and the Church
Union organises the campaign during the octave January 18th
to 25th each year. The Overseas Department assists priests and
others in the mission field, The Church Observer (3d. monthly,
5/- post free annually) is the monthly newspaper ; and the Fiery
Cross Inset (5/6 per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with
definite Catholic teaching.

Members pay an annual minimum subscription of 2/6 and take
part in this work., Members are normally attached to branches
which organise festivals, special services, and meetings of every
description.  They have a direct voice in the policy of the
Union through the diocesan committees elected from branch
members,

THE CHURCH UNION

Lorp HavuiFax House, 6, HYDE PARK Gate, LoNDON, S.W.7.

Telephone— Telegrams—
KNIghtsbridge 7371 ANGCATHCON, SOUTHKENS, LONDON
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.NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

S SEXBURGA, GILLINGHAM, KENT

An interesting ceremony took place at § Augustine’s, Gillingham, on 25th May,
when the vicar, Cannon G W Limbert, Rural Dean, officiated at the inaugural meeting of
the revived Chapter of 8§ Sexburga. Nearly all the members of the new Chapter were

resent and they wete well supported by membets from the Medway Towns and Sirting-
Eoume, as well as by a good general congregation. ‘

The Certificate of Registration was read and presented to the Rural Dean by Bro
Councillor - Arthur Harding, and three new membhets were then initiated. - The Guild
Office was then sung with Keith Rogers at the organ, and as the occasion was within the
patronal festival of the church a procession was made to the. hymn ‘S Augustine’s
Processional.” .

Afterwards in the parish hall ladies of § Augustine’s provided refreshments and during
the evening the chairman, Bro R A W Edden, welcomed the visiting members and the
Council representative and gave a brief outline of the history of the Chapter, which was
originally formed some forty years ago but fell into abeyance during the war years. $
Sexburga is a local saint who as Queen of Kent founded a convent in both Minster and
Milton, She died girca 699. The arrangements were made by Bro Hjohn Filmer, verger
and clerk at 5 Augustine’s church. S -

$ ALDHELM, WEYMOUTH, DORCHESTER, ETC.

The summer programme began with 2 Quiet Afternoon in April in § Mary’s, Dor-
chester, conducted by the Revd D W P Jenkins. On S Aldhelm’s Day High Mass was
felebrated at noon in § Paul’s, Weymouth. The Chapter took part in the Corpur Christ?
cestival at Southampton, and also the Glastenbury Pilgrimage. The Guild Office has been
sung in § Edmund’s, Weymouth, and § Swithun’s, illington, the latter'after a garden

party.

§ WILLIAM OF NORWICH

In June the Chapter sang the Office at Bawburgh and made an evening’s pilgrim.agc to
the shrine of § Walstan, The brethren were sprinkled with water from the nearby holy
gﬁll. Mundesley was, visited in July, and in August the Officc was sung in Poringland

urch, '

HOLY TRINITY, ACCRA, GHANA

This once visile chapter which became defunct for over ten years is now resuscitated,
reports the secretary, Brother B O Laryea. The chapter is greatly thankful to the Secretary-
General for his interest and advice in seeing the chapter’s revival.

The new . bishop, the Rt Revd Richard Roseveare, has become an associate member.,
On Low Sunday thirty-eight probationers were initiated at an impressive service at §
Mary’s Church, conducted by the chaplain, Canon John Quartey.

THE HOLY ROOD, EALING

A large congregation was present at the West London Corpus Christi Festival
{organised by the Chapter) held at the Church of Christ the Saviour, Ealing, on Wednesday
evening, 19th June. The Guild Office was sung by the Chapter Chaplain, Fr-W Walker,
and the address was given by Fr ] R Lambeth, priest-in-charge of the Holy Redeemer,
South Greenford. :

Fr W H Aglionby, assisted by Frs Walker and Lambeth as deacon and sub-deacon
respectively, carried the Blessed Sacrament in procession, and the service ended with
Solemn Benediction.

Amongst the servers taking part in the service were several from other chapters,
including our Group Councillot, Bro W G Hare, and Bro G H Jarrett from the Chapter
of All Saints, Melbourne, Australia, C
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FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S DESK
SINCE our last issue Holy Church will have kept the Feast of Corpus
Christi and as the Council decided earlier in the year the Guild’s Festival
was held at Southampton.

That' this venue was most suitable is evidenced by the number of
letters received expressing appreciation of the arrangements and for the
beautiful way the Festival was carried through., [ take this opportunity to
thank our Southampton brethren for all their splendid efforts on behalf
of the Council and also to express gratitude for the many visits to London
Festivals that have made the Southampton members so well-known to the
Council and others who sapport these gatherings. .

The growth of the Guild during recent months has been note-worthy by reason of
the increased numbers of applications for membership. Nearly 100 were included in a
trecent list submitted to the Council and a reference to some of the places covered may
come as a surprise to many of our members and subscribers—e.g., Edmonton, Alberta |
Geelong, Victoria ; Idadan Nigeria ; Capt Coast, Ghana, are among the places overseas
where a decpening interest has developed among setvers of ripe ages. Whilst at home
applicants in N,, E., 8, and W, of England and Wales have helped to swell our rank s and
in addition have culminated in numerous applications for the Constitution of new chapters
which will be submitted to the Council when it meets on October 5th, 1957,

Visitors from overseas have also been contacted and the exchange of views has proved
invaluable to the Council, who have leatned at first hand tmuch of the diffculties that
confront our brethren overseas where distance prevents personal exchanges with other
members except under some stress by virtue of long travel.  These all indicate the growth
of the spirit and fellowship that is so frequently exhibited by many membets—some travel
over 40 miles to exchange visits with a chapter—their nearest one at that, It does seem
to indicate that there is still some measure of the old Missionary Spirit left despite the
critics in the popular press and we are grateful for the efforts that sustain the work so done.

So far we have reported growth In numbers but we have also to report some losses
through death during the past few months, notably that of the Right Rev Dr Blunt, lately
Bishop of Bradford, who was an Associate of the Guild for many years and whose recent
death 5o soon after his retirement has left a gap not easily filled. It was one of the special
features of the Chapter of $ Blasius that they were privileged to provide a server under
a regular rota to serve a weck-day Mass for the Bishop in his private chapel and this associa
tion of Bishop and server had proved a valuable link between the Guild and His Lordship.

The same chapter has also reported the death of a very old member for some 40 years
in the person of Dt H M Birkett whilst the Chapter of § Alphege and All Saints mourn
the loss of Brother Willlam H Whiteaves for many years their indefatigable secretary until
failing health compelled him to tetire with more than 40 years membership as a server at
Holy Trinity, Stroud Green. :

Another chapter secretary—Brother S H Napper, of the Worthing Chapter—died
very suddenly after giving devoted service to the Guild and Chapter, Letters of
condolence have been sent to the relatives in each case on behalf of the Council and Guild
in general. For each our prayer will be that through the Mercy of Jesus they may rest
in peace and light perpetual ever shine on them.

1 cannot close these notes without some reference to the possible new chapters we
shall be welcoming in the near future. At home we have applications from the Scunthorpe
area in Lincolnshire and Arlesey in Bedfordshire—both parts of England where the Guild
has not been represented even by isclated members, and we shall hope their action will
inspire others in their neighbourhood to seek membership within the GS8S, From
Australia also come applications and enquiries, notobly from our members in Geelong,
who have been travelling between 40 and 45 miles to Melbourne, Victoria, to join in the
Office and after they have their own chapier 1 am assured they will continue the exchange
visits conjointly. From N.S.W. an application from Dubbo with three sub-churches and
another some 30 miles away has been received with the {)mspect of further interests in
that area. At the same time Archdeacon Richards, of Bundaberg, Queensland, has

“applied for a chapter as the nearest one is at Brishane, some 217 miles away and hardly an
cxcursion for a Saturday afternoon visit. Again in this place the nearest parishes are about
30 miles away, thus we can visualise the transport difficulties for them and this should be
some incentive to our “Home” members who murmur at going five miles to a chapter
meeting with all the facilities that we have here. '
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