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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the Catholic
Faith in the Anglican Communion. Since the days of the Trac-
tarians it has been the only effective safeguard agalnst attacks
from within and without, and membership is urged upon all who
believe that the Catholic tradition represents the true mind of
the Church of England.

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees and
a small headquarters staff. The General Councii elected by diocesan
committees is the governing body whose work is carried out
by the Executive Committee. The Catholic Group organises the
sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. The Theological, L
Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed of members with

specialised knowledge. The Church Literature Assoclation pub-
lishes books, filmstrips, and tracts upon a considerable scale.
The Church Social Action Committee arouses interest in social
matters. The Pilgrimage Commitiee arranges pilgrimages to holy
places, The Fiery Cross Committee links together churches |

and communities engaged in prayer for the conversion of England.
The Council of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comprising
the superiors of the men's religious communities and the Church
Union organises the campaign during the octave January 18th
to 25th each year. The Overseas Department assists priests and
others in the mission field. The Church Observer (3d. monthly,
§)= post free annually} is the monthly newspaper ; and the Fiery
Cross Inset (5/6 per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with
definite Catholic ‘teaching, )

Members pay an annual minimum subscription of 2/6 and take
part in this work. Members are normally attached to branches
which organise festivals, special services, and meetings of every
1 description.  They have a direct voice in the policy of the

Union through the diocesan committees elected from branch
members.

THE CHURCH UNION

Lorp HaLiFax House, 6, HvDE ParRKk GaTe, LONDON, S.W.7.

Telephone— Telcgrams—
KNIghtsbridge 7371 ANGCATHCON, SOUTHKENS, Lonpon
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EDITORIAL

WRITING THIS immediately after the Easter festival one.cannot ‘but
give thanks for the great note of joy expressed at that time and the brotherli-
ness shown to all by the brethren present. The Guild can'take heart with
such priest officers- at its-head and the sincere work of its other officials.

We ate very much-indebted to the Sub-Dean of St Albans. for his
informative article on the-shrine in that abbey which:continues our ‘series
on England’s shrines. A suggestion has been received. that similar -notes
on the lesser known saints after whom some of our Chapters are named
should be published. Contributions would be welcomed, ‘So lét us hear
from S§ Brendon, ‘Godric, Dubritus, Maughold, Wystan, -etc, '

It is rcgretted that the article on stamps, “Christ the ng,” has' to be
held over.' Brother Gibson unfortunately is seriously ill in hospltal
is hoped that the series will be continued in future issues.

“News from the Chapters™ both at home and abroad. would'be ‘wel-
comed especially from the many chapters who have hot latély sent any notes
for inclusion. It does help the brethren to read of the Guild’s activities
in all parts of the world. :

THE ROYAL MAUNDY :
Three membeérs of the Guild, servers from S Saviour’s, St Albans, were :cclplcnts of
the Maundy money this year at the hands of the Queen in St Alban 3 Abbcy An account
of the ceremony will be included in another issue,

“MELBOURN DAY

‘MILVERTON — - SOMERSET
ECCLESIASTICAL VESTMENT MAKERS

'SERVERS COTTAS -
PLAIN COTTON CAMBRIC SQUARE YOLK

BOYS' 18" 14/6ea. 20" 15/6.22" 16/6
MENS' 26" [9/6ea. 26" 23/6. 30" 24/6

COTTON ALBS (BLEACHED LINEN FINISH)
| 5254 36f6ea. 567 40/- 58" 42/6 60" 45)-

V¢ CASSOCKS. Boys sizes from 40/- Men from 52/6%
Price-list and Patterns on application.




SERVERS AT KILBURN

EACH. Annual General Meeting and Easter Festival of the Guild has
particular memories and in recent years we have had the fogs of Paddington,
the sea atmosphere of London Docks, the heights of Hampstead and this
year’s event at S Augustine’s, Kilburn on Saturday, April 27th will long
be remembered for the truly happy and triumphant tone of the services
and meeting. The Victorian genteelness of the great terrace houses around
the church may. have succumbed to the encroaching flats ; the ruins of the
church’s buildings may cause some alarm, but it could be seen that the church
there is boldly declaring the faith and making an impact on the changed
conditions of the parish. Outside the church near the modern vicarage
the great calvary erected in memory of the founder of the church must be
a constant reminder to all who pass by of Qur Lord opening wide the gate
of heaven to let us in.

THE HIGH MASS

The large church was well filled for the high mass at noon, celebrated by the vicar,
the Revd Harold Riley, assisted by Father Ashridge, deacon (assistant priest at
S Augustine’s) and Father Jarrett, the Chaplain-General, as sub-deacon.

“This is the day that the Lord bath made : st us rejoice and be glad in 1.’ ‘The words of
the Gradual ably exemplified the feeling of all present—one of rejoicing. The strong
singing of so many men’s voices in the hymns was a most thrilling experience. The
architecture itself of Pearson’s noble gothic church seemed to combine in making the
offering of the eucharist; the singing of the choir and the organist’s playing made the
service one which will be long rernembered as a great act of devotion, ) :

The. setting, Missa de Angelis, has been used at festivals for some years but still is
not widely known and it was a great pity that an outspoken confession of Faith from so
many men was only a faint murmur. Merbecke for the Gloria and Creed would enable
all to join in. S o

Many brethren had brought sandwiches to eat in the nearby Recreation Ground and
others lunched in the High Street and Edgware Road. -

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 0

The secondary school hall was filled to capacity with over 300 brethren at 2.30 p.m.
(A few ladies were present—perhaps another year the meeting could be restricted to
members ; after all there is much to see in London and there is plenty of time between
the mass and the office.) ’

The Warden, Father Fox, was in the chair and on the platform were the prigst officers
Father 8 H Jartett, chaplain-general, Father K N ] Loveless, chaplain to thé: Candidates
for Ordination Fund, the lay warden, Bro. E. G R Wale, and other Guild officers and
members of the council. ’

The first five items of the agenda were expeditiously dealt with : all having been
printed in THE SErvVER, they were taken “as read.” The items were the minutes of the
1956 meeting, the Council’s annual report and statement of accounts, and the report and
accounts of the Candidates for Ordination Fund. Bro Edden said that 92 candidates
were going forward from the Guild ; the highest number since the war, Gifts totalling
£680 were due in May and the Chapter of All Souls, Canterbury, had promised £100
towards this.. (Osher Chapters pleasre copy) Father Loveless later referred to the high
quality of those coming forward as ordinands.

The Editor of Tur SErver thanked those attending for obviously having read past
issues, and appealed to those present to renew their subscriptions when they became due.
The circulation was 1,250 but this could be considerably increased if subscriptions were
not allowed to lapse. Bro Harding was thanked for his past help in distributing and
it was announced that he had been appointed by the Corporation of the City of London
as beadle for the Cornhill Ward.

THE WARDEN’S ADDRESS .

On concluding a further year of office Father Fox then addressed the Guild. He
began by referring to the deaths of Father Philip Gordon Bacon on June 8, 1956, chaplain-
general for many years and acting warden whilst Fr Poole was away in the RAF.—
a ptiest with long and distinguished setvice in the Guild. Then after a sudden heart
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attack Father Arthur"Leonard Poole died on February 11, 1957—wardén of the Guild
for sixteen years and editor of THE SERvVER of which the continued existence owes
everything to his foresight, work and determination. (An obitnary of Fr Poole appears
or Page 7

THE Gl}ILDS STANDARDS

Continuing, Father Fox made an inspiring devotional appeal to all members'to take
heart and tejoice that such a large number of men were striving to serve QOur Lord and
His Church. The Press were always talking of empty churches—few men—but we must
not decry and apologise for our church, parish, priest.and congregation but speak boldly
in their favour, Thete were too many Judases about ; we must learn loyalty and stand in
defence of our faith. This was especially demanded 'in servers, who -attended the altar
of God. Never at any time should we aliow the presence of Qur Lord in His Blessed
Sacrament to be brought into question or irreverence or.profanation committeed. We
are the guardians of Our Lord in His presence and as His soldiers must defend Him to
the urmost,

In private or public prayers before the tabernacle at the mass itself we should have
one end in view—the glorifying of our most glorious and blessed Saviour, Jesus Christ.
It must be remembered that when serving at the altar we were serving not a priest but
Our Lord Himself. May we ever as members of the Guild uphold the honour of Ous
Lord and the dignity of His Holy Church and with that end in view work to establish the
Kingdom of God. The Guild must go forward-—not lowering standards—not go on
strike, but do our duty and become so strong that even the authorities must come to
recognise us.

THE ELECTIONS

All the Guild officials were then re-clected except Bro Hardlng, who due tb ill-health
had resigned as treasurer-general. Bro F Hewlett, borough treasurer of Woolwich, was
clected to that office. 'The veteran lay warden, Bro E G R Wale, had taken the chair at
this point and followed the warden’s remarks by suggesting that a rule of life might be
formulated for members. The warden, on tesuming the chair, thanked the brethren
on behalf of himself and ‘Gog’ and ‘Magog on his left and right—Frs Jarrett and Loveless.

One-third of the council were due to retire but all were re-elected ; the first six un-
opposed.

P Groups Nos 5, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 18! Bros Spear (Plymouth), Went (Colchester),
Himson® (Notw1ch) Wilcox (Coventry), Taplifi (Derby) and Ruding (Rotherham)
London Group 6: Bro R G W Stokes.
! Group Nos 8, 10 and 21 : Bros N, Martin, F, E Day and E A Smith,

Only 360 had voted out of 800 papers issued for these last four elections.

Thc roll ‘call which followed showed that brdthers had travelled to London from
all parts of the country besides the Channel Islands, Wales, Germany and one member
from New Zealand was present.

THANK YOU

. The warden expressed the Guilds thanks to Father Riley for the use of hls church
hall and arrangements for tea, Then he paid a tribute to the work of the priest and lay
%fﬁcers of the Guild, the council, and in fact thanked all members for their work for the

uild

. Father Loveless, on behalf of the Guild, thanked the warden for his work as one who
adorns the Guild with his fearless and uncompromising Ealth This was carried with
acclamation.

A very happy meeting, followed by tea in the room below at which members once
more were able to show that brotherliness and friendliness so marked in the Guild.

THE GUILD OFFICE

Over two hundred vested for the Office at 5 p.m., processing from thc school to
the church, where as many more had assembled. Father Jarrett officiated ; four cantors
in copes and the Guild choir leading the singing. The full-hearted rcndcrmg of the
Office was a great inspiration. The warden with Fathers Jarrett and Loveless as deacons
presided at the procession, which passed behind the high altar and encircled the nave.
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament followed and the brethren dispersed with the Risen
Lord’s blessing happy and rejoicing in the day that the Lord hath made.

In conclusion one must pay tribute to the Gu(ld’s organist, Bro Treadwell (who is
to.be made deacon at Trinity), His playing of the “T'rumpet Voluntary’ at the end of
Mass and the ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ after the Office have become part of the ritual and his
inspired playing of the hymns and accompaniment to the Office contrlbuted greatly to the
abiding memories of the festival.
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The Attention of Servers
and all Catholics

IS CALLED TO
THE WORK OF

“The Guild of all Souls”

Founded March 1873

A Devotional Guild for Intercessory Prayer for
the Dying and for the Repose of the Souls of
Deceased Members and all the Faithful departed.

An Intercession Paper of names of the Departed
is issued Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book,
for perpetual remembrance is issued each year.

Enquiries from :—
The Rev. The Secretary,
G.A.S. Office,
39, Victoria Street,
WESTMINSTER, S.W.1.




'OBITUARY

ARTHUR LEONARD POOLE, Priest, M A,, F.R.G.S.
February 11th, 1957
by W T C

With the passing of Father Poole, the Guild has lost one of its best priest-associates
whose work for the Guild was contained in the sixteen years he was its warden, having
been appointed to succeed the Reverend Father Croom at the- A.G.M., of December 9th,
1933—a position he held until December 3rd, 1949, shortly before he accepted the lwmg
of East Clandon, Surrey, the same month.

It is not generally known how versatile was Fr Poole. . He served in the three ‘depart-
ments of the Forces of the Crown—with the Army during the First World War and after
a period as assistant priest at § Luke’s, Gillingham, he entered the Royal Navy as chaplain
and naval instructor, continuing this for some years, He had of course been overseas
and for a while was a schoolmaster in Queensland, Australia, and at least one of his pupils
is a server and member of-the Guild although his nearest chaptcr is some-800 miles away
in Brishane. Tt was during that time that Fr Poole accompanied many parties of church
folk to the Great Barrier Reef off the coast of Queensland and he said many masses there
on the Sunday mormings with the sun just rising across the wide expanse of the ocean—
an experience that he rclatcd with much pleasure when one was with him on ‘several
occasions,

Later, after assuming the vicariate of S Matthew’s, West Kensington, in 1933, he was
found to be among the many friends whose work at Olympia was of long duration and
I have seen some of the invitations to functions at that great place of exhibitions in which
he was referred to as “The Bishop of Olymipia,” such was the regard that the management
held for him and he kept almost open house for many overseas visitors and students
during the years he was at S Matthew’s. Whilst at S Matthew’s the church was much
beautified and enriched with ornaments and vestments. During the World War 11 he
offered his services as chaplain again to the Crown, this time in the R.A.F., and after many
.and varied experiences he returned to West Kcnsmgton until 1949 before leaving for
East Clandon.

His chief work, during these later vears was as editor of Tug Server. This Guild
magazine was commenced under the aegis of Fr Cole, of § Mark’s, Marylebone, but even
with the best of intentions there happens to the schemes of men and servers too something
that puts them on their mettle. With Fr Cole’s health breaking down the magazine seemed
fated to be affected in more ways than one—No Editor and No Cash to ensure the monthly
issue that had been promised. Into the breach stepped the warden, Fr Poole, and after
three week-end visits to London the present writer had the satisfaction of the advice of
Brother Wale and several of the London councillors and agreement was reached for a
quarterly magazine to be issued with Fr Poole as its editor—a post he occupied until April,
1954, when he accepted the position of chaplain at the Holloway Sanatorium, Virginia
Water Surrey. Here his patience and wide experience as a parish priest was able to bring
telief to many of the patients who came under his care. One knows of some 'of this work
thakt he had so cheerfully accepted and his passing is greatly felt by both patients and staff
alike.

Only ten days before his death I had a letter telling me of his illness but that as hc
was allowed to sit up for a short while he was expecting that in the near future he would be
getting about among the folk he had so well ministered to but it was not to be and he passed
to his rest on Fe}:n‘uary 11th, 1957. A requiem was sung at 8 Matthew’s, West Kensington,
on Saturday, February 23rd, 1937, and members of the Guild, including some of ,thc .
council, were able to be present. At his Cheshire home at Audlemn, near Crewe, a requiem
was said in the Church of S, James, on February 16th, 1957, where he had been 50 well
known from the days of his youth,

'To his sisters who mourn his loss we extend our sympathies with an assurance that
his name will ever be remembered among those members of the Guild who have dont
their duty so fearlessly, faithfully and well over the years that have gone since we first mee
within its sphere of worship and work for Christ and His Church,

May he rest in peace,
7



BASIL. COLEBY ROBERTS, Bishop

Born 23rd September, 1887 Died 3rd Febtuary, 1957
by Grorce Danizr,
Sormerly secretary to the Bishop in Siugapore

The Right Reverend Basil Coleby Roberts, who tetired from the diocese of Singapore
in 1940 and became the secretary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign
Parts in 1944, died in England on Sunday, 3rd February, 1957.

In Singapore we remembered him as a solemn fequiem in the Cathedral on the day
of the funeral, Thursday, 7th February. At a public memorial service in the cathedral
on the follawing Tuesday our Bishop recalled in his sermon the great work the late Bishop
had done among us for over 22 years.

Basil Roberts came to us in 1915 when he was 28 years old.  Though his main duties
were with the army as temporary chaplain to the Forges, he was a “missionary” at heart
and took a great interest in the work of the diocese. Bishop Ferguson-Davie appreciated
the help of this young priest and gave him the privilege of preaching the sermon at the
ordination service held in the cathedral in Lent, 1916, when the first Foochow Catechist,
Mr Dong Bing Seng, was made a deacon. The sermon was most inspiring : the subject
was the Ideals of the Christian Ministry, preparing the way for Christ in the heatts of
men . . . . introducing men to Christ . . . . the responsibility of commending Christ and
not self to men, and of consecrating and using peculiar and particular gifts.” Failure to
commend Christ might [ie at the door of the messenger, or of the hearer. ’

The next important assignment given to him by Bishop Ferguson-Davie was to
appoint him as his “Messenger” to the Anglicans of Singapore during the “National
Mission of Repentance and Hope” in 1916-17. At the public meeting held on 25th January,
1917, in the Victoria Theatre, Basil Roberts spoke as the messenger and his words made a
great impression on the large audience. Sunday, 28th January, was our National Mission
Sunday. In the morning we celebrated our dedication festival at the chotal eucharist, for
the cathedral was consecrated on the feast of the conversion of S Paul in the year 1862.
The Special Mission Service took the place of the usnal evensong and was conducted
entirely by the messenger.

Basil Roberts returned to England in 1919, and came back again in 1922 as 2 member
of the diocesan staff, becoming chaplain of Selangor in the Malay Peninsula. Before he
sailed from England, he had married Miss Dorathy Mary Somerville, an Edinburgh doctor,
with whom he had worked when she was on the staff of a hospital in Canterbury and he
was on the staff of S Augustine’s College. We in the diocese greatly bencfited by this
union as for eighteen years Mrs Roberts took her share unobtrusively in all activities con-
nected with the social life and with the women’s organisations of the Church, and her
professional qualifications helped to maintain and develop the work of the diocesan medical
missions,lhegun by Mrs C E Ferguson-Davie.

On § Luke’s Day, 1927, the Rev Basil Coleby Roberts was consecrated in Westminster
Abbey as the second Bishop of Singapore, and in 1940 he was “called” to go back and
take charge of S Augustine’s Callege, Canterbury, as its warden,

Bishop Basil Roberts and Archdeacon Graham White made a good combination
in their work and they were very much concerned with the welfare of the children and
young people of the country on whom rested the establishment of permanent con-
gregations.  The Bishop co-operated with the parish clergy on even small matters in this
work : when a local Chapter of the Guild was formed by the Archdeacon in 1932, the
Bishop in: his capacity as Visitor taught the servers how to sing the Guild Office which is
set to plainsong ; and when the Archdeacon had arranged for the ¢hildren’s choirs of
S Paul’s and § Hilda’s churches to sing the service at the choral eucharist in the cathedral
on Ascension day, 1938, the Bishop attended the combined choir practice held in the
cathedra. and taught the children how to sing Merbecke.

During his thirteen years’ work among us, Bishop Basil Roberts was always ready to
talk to anyone who called to see him without previous appointment. Many of these
unexpected callers at Bishopshourne were in some difficulty or other, and it was his practice
to invite those who required special treatment to his private chapel over the office and
pray with.them, He was always patient and kind, and was a real Father-in-God to us.

. R.LP.
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DID MAN INVENT DIVINITY ?

by & ] )
IF MAN in origin was only the outcome of maferial nature would he have
developed any spiritual character? . Co

Culture of some kind may have come from material development,
but man of any race ot colour has certain characteristics of which he alone
is possessor. Anitmals, especially those in wild state, are apparently act
progressive in culture, but those in close contact with man do acquire some
attributes that can only be ascribed to that contact, for otherwise they revert
to the wild state. Man, on the other hand, however he may have reverted
to, or not progressed from, the wild state, has invariably endeavoured to
find divinity in some form or other. Mere idolatry proves this. '

Beauty in any shape, colour, or idea, can hardly.bé conceived without a divine origin

" Creation, whatever its origin, is evidence of this, for the higher man’s conception of divinity

the higher has been his conception of beauty. In any form man, by himself, has failed
miserably to conceive anything approaching the beanty in nature with which he is sur-
rounded.: He is-unablé to create anything more beautiful than that which already exists.
His ability in this respect is limited by forms, colours, or scenes to those which alrcady
exist. In the matter of noise especially is this evident, for even a roll of thunder can be
beautiful, teaching man something of the power behind divinity, while the music of the
rippling brook, the song of the weakest birds, and the wind in the trees have inspired man
to express himself in attributes to divinity. i

Music can merely be noise to an unreceptive ear, but can possess an uplift to under-
standing of divinity transcending any other art. ‘Wherein any of the arts fail it would
seem their failure is the result of godlessness. . In music especially does this seem to be
true, for in this year, A.D. 1957, instead of music our “musicians’ seem to be reverting to
noise alone without beauty nor culture, and godliness, in this respect, cannot be ascribed
to the present era except in special cases. So much of modern music seems.to be devoted
to the evidence of skill in the instrumentalist.

Invention is a misnomer, for man is incapable of inventing any thing. He can only
find new uses for those whicl alteady exist. To go back for many centaties, man has
made use of wind in sails, windmills, etc., and together with the discovery of utility-in
iron, and its subsequent development into steel, we are only now:looking forward to

. the use of atomic power for industrial purposes. Whether iron was first used for war or

industry the writer has to confess ignorance, but there is no doubt whatsoever that it
was used in war. Knowledge of atomic power has certainly been used in the first instance
fog war, and is only gradually arriving at the stage where man is contemplatingits use for
industry. : .

To revert to the question at the head of this short article, it is evident that man only
makes progress when he is moved thereto by his understanding of divinity. Eternity
undoubtedly exists however we confuse our minds by failure to understand timelessness,
for we must acknowledge that scientific progress, so called, has failed to produce evidence
that there was no beginning, or that there will be no end, to existence i #ime as we knew it

Scientists claim that there is abundant evidence of the existence of life in varying forms
for millions of years, As mere materialists they have some justification for they rely on
material evidence alone. And yet, if there was a Creator, there is nothing beyond materia-
lism to shew that such Creator could not have created life or matter at different stages of
progress. It simply does not matter. : .

. Man undoubtedly seeks Gop He has done so throughout his existence as man. To
repeat, mere idolatry proves this. ’

Where shall Gop be found? Outside the Catholic Church are found varying methods
or ways and all with limitations. But within the Catholic Church we have accepted and -
hold fast the Truth as taught by Christ Himself and passed on to us for nearly two thousand
years of time by faithful men. And to every catholic is given the inestimable privilege
and bounden duty of passing on that Truth for so long as time shall last.

Bearing in mind that no chain is stronger than its weakest link we must determine
that we shall not be the weakest. :

“Oremus.”



ST ALBANS

by the Revd Canon D R Fraves,
Stb-Dean of S Albans

ST ALBANS ABBEY stands on a hill overlooking the site of the Roman
town of Verulamium, It marks the place of martyrdom of the first man
in this island to die for the Christian Faith. He was called Alban. He
died probably between 303 and 305, in the last two years of the Emperor
Diocletian, who promulgated two edicts against the Christians in 303,

Alban was a Roman soldier stationed in the town. He gave shelter to a fugitive
Christian, was by him baptized, changed clothes with him, was tried, condemned to death,
and beheaded on the hill across the river outside the town. “I am called Alban™ had been
h}ils reply to the judge, “and 1 worship and adore the true and living God who created all
things.”

When he had been executed, his judges thought that this was the end of him. They
were mistaken. The persecution came to an end, and by Constantine the Christian Church
was tolerated.  Gildas says that British Christians were careful to build churches in honour
of their martyred brethren. The building of a church was the most practical way of
preserving and marking historical pious sites. A church was built on the hill outside
Verulamium. Venantius Fortunatus, bishop of Poitiers (¢600-609) wrote a multitude of
hymns. One of them includes the line

Bgrogium Albanum fecunda Britammia proper?
Freely translated

Fitst of the noble host in Britain’s land

(Mother of Saints) see giorious Aiban stand.

Alban is listed with S Cyprian, 5 Vincent and § Victor, S Germanus of Auxerre is
said to have made a pilgtimaﬁe in 429 to the sitc of the martyrdom. By the middle of
the Bth century the site was tamous; pilgrims came to a church there, and miraculous
cures were made.

The present church was first built by King Offa II of Mercia, and parts of his work
survive, But the great mass of the building which now exists was put up in eleven years
by the first Norman abbot (1077), Paut of Caen, a friend of Archbishop Lanfranc. There
is no stone in south Hertfordshire except flint. So Paul used the bricks from ruined
Verulamium. The great tower, which can be seen from miles away, is made of bricks
nearly twice as old as itself, and which were once the property of pagans. The rubble
of the pagan city is built into the Christian church. Paul’s church was, and in part is, a
massive j;ngatcd rectangular structure with two interior walls pierced by round arches.
The interior brickwork was plastered, and the plaster was painted. Some of the paintings
which survive were discovered under the puritan whitewash in the last century.

Behind the High Altar was placed the Saint’s shrine, which was the reason for the
church’s existence. Before the great High Screen was built in the fifteenth century, the
shrine would have been visible from the choir, standing on the highest ground in the abbey,
lucent with gems and silver gilt, '

As the abbey became richer in the Middle Ages, and could afford to buy stone, so
parts of it were rebuilt and other parts, such as the Lady Chapel, added. In its great
days it numbered 100 monks. St Albans is on Watling Street, an easy day’s journey from
London on the toad to the north-west, in a strategic position to collect all the gossip of
the kingdom. As the abbey gave lodging to its guests, the ears of the chroniclers were
open and their pens ready. The greatest of them all was Matthew Parls, a contemporary
OF Henry 11I. His chronicle is a collection of fact, fancy, good stories and innuendoes
well spiced with prejudice.

It was the premicr abbey of England. At the dissolution there were 39 monks,
The church which now survives, with the gatehouse, tepresents about half of the medieval
buildings. The abbey was surrendered to Henty VIII by Abbot Richard Borman in
December 1539. The king granted it to Sir Richard Lee. It was used as a quarry by
local builders for cleven years. The foundations of the tower were undermined, and the
tower was held up by timber props until the late nineteenth century restoration, The
shell of the church was sold to the town for £400 to be their parish church. It is still a
patish church, and since 1877 also a cathedral.
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So its great days have returned. The only medieval treasure which survives is a
chalice in the possession of Trinity College, Oxford. But the praises of God are again
made twice daily within its ancient walls. About a third of the pieces into which the
Saint’s shrine was smashed were discovered during Lord Grimthorpe’s autocractic restora-
tion: The bits have been pieced together and give a,good | 1mpresslon of what the original
shrine was like. "There are no relics of 'S Alban extant, .

The abbey has won its place in the counties of Hertford and Bedford as thc mother
church of the modern diocese of St Albans. To it throughout the year—especially at
S Albanstide in June—come thousands of visitors and pilgrims to .look, to meditate, to
pray and to go on their way with a more thankful understanding of the glory and history
of the English Church and of its first martyr. In its turn the Abbey Church has been a
rude chapel to house the martyr’s relics, a monastery of the first rank, a deserted ruin, a
parish church, and now, too, a cathedral. It stands, a witness to the hlstory and strength
of the Faith in this 1sland from days long before Augustine came to Canterbury.

Why not come and visit St Albans Abbey?

‘CR “COMMEM?” DAY
by C H Sumrru

THE COMMUNITY OF THE RESURRECTION have been known for
many years throughout the Church for its great work in many lands.
During the past two years it has become incfeasingly bettér known amongst
people of this country through the mediums of radio and television.

The Community was founded in Oxford in 1892 by the great anhop Gore finally
settling at Mirfield in Yorkshire in 1898. ‘

The great event of the year for the general publlc is the Commumty s Commemoration
Day held on the second Saturday in July, On “Commem Day” as it is popularly called,
coaches set out, not only from the ncarer counties of Yorkshire and Lancashire, but from
all parts of the country, including London and the West country.

The first part of the vast gathering arrives for the High Mass at 11.30 which is
preceded by the singing of Sext. Those assembled usually number about 1500 at this
time. The congregation stands for the Mass (of the Resurrection) and invariably manages
to find room, by various contortions, to kneel at the Consccration. Generally the pre-
siding Bishop is the Diocesan, the Lord Bishop of Wakefield.

Lunch is served on the cricket field and can be obtained for an extremely modest
sum, whilst threepence will buy unlimited cups of tea!

By 3 o’clock the crowd has increased to anything up to 5,000 and while the congrega-
tion gathers on the lawn in front of the house the Fathers say the office of None in the
Church.

The service contains a Commemoration of Founders and Benefactors ; this appeats
to be from where ‘Commem’ Day got its title. The whole congregation joins in singing
the well kriown plainsong setting of the Nicene Creed. The Commemoration service is
followed by tea and then a lay given by the students of the College of the Resurrection
in the quarry theatre. The JJ ‘s proceedings end with the singing of Solemn Evensong
after which the coaches depart taking with them the atmosphere of Joy in the Resur-
rection which infects everyone who visits the Community.

Space will not permit further details and only a visit can show the thrnll of keeplng
“Commem Day” with so many fellow-Christians.

. The Chapter of § Edwin, Hatrogate, makes it an annual pilgrimage and we should
be delighted to see you there this year, on Saturday, 13th July. Last year the weather
failed us: it was the first wet “Commem Day” for over 30 years. Let us hope it will
be back to normal this year. Members of the Guild who are interested in attending can
obtain details from -the Commemoration Secretary, C R, House of the Resurrection,
Mitfield, Yorks,
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ROME AND ASSISI

by W H MorLEY

THE SPECIAL INTENTION of the Fratetnity of the Resurrection Pil-
grimage to Rome and Assisi was for the reunion of Christendom and to
make what reparation we could for the sin of disunity. ‘This we did by
prayers in many churches and forming a non-Roman prayer group for
friends. of the Church of Rome in one of the chapels 0? S John Lateran,
Fr Hoey, CR, said that to strive after the Will of God is always to find
joy and the pilgrimage was a vety happy and memorable occasion.

Leaving Blackbushe airport at 8 p.m. we plainly saw the lights of Paris scintillating
like a fairy city and about 2 a,m. we reached Rome. Then by coach to Casa dello Studente,
a hostel of the University of Rome, which was to be our home. Sunny warm days and
very high temperatures made Italian food practically a necessity and it was a complete
change from our normal English diet,

Rome is the one great city to which no-one can be indifferent and from different
points of view it fires the imagination of millions. Easy transport is provided by a
circular tram service which gives an hout’s ride passing many places of interest with
never a dull moment for about threepence. The approach to 8 Peter's is highly impressive
with its ever-playing fountains, obelisk from Nero’s circus and Bernint's immense
colonnade with its columns and statues. _

Three flights of steps lead to the entrances, that on the right being the Holy Door
only opened in Jubilee Years. There is 50 much to gee that i% possible many visits are
necessary. To mention only a few, Michaelangelo’s Pieta with the youthful figure of
Our Lady , of which the sculptor said ‘It is only sin that ages and Mary is immaculate’ ;
the somewhat doubtful columns from Jerusalem’s Temple, the fifth-century bronze statue
of § Peter being constantly venerated by the faithful. Bernini’s great bronze baldecchine
over the High Altar under which is the Confession Altar with relics of § Peter and tradi-
tionally his tomb. Around it are many lamps and a circular marble rail where the faithful
pray.
The great dome, 435 feet from the ground, around which in [etters of gold six fect
high is the inscription “Twu es Pefrus,” etc. Bernini’s bronze reliquary containing the
alleged chair of S Peter and known as the altar of § Peter’s Chair. Many tombs and
monuments by great sculptors mostly of Popes but also Canova’s somewhat pathetic
memorial to the English Stuarts with two English boys as angels weeping at its base.

There atre about 300 churches in Rome, but if a week’s visitor does 20 he has done
well. Personally I visited 23. There are picture galleries in addition to the numerous
paintings and frescos in the churches. Many museums contain ancient Roman work.
The Vatican Museum with its extensive galleries is so vast that the treasures can only
be viewed in passing to the Sistine Chapel with its Florentine paintings and world-famous
work of Michaelangelo.

The great basilica of 8 John Lateran, cathedral of Rome and mather of all the churches
(in whose cloister we sang “For all the Saints™), S Mary the Great and S Paul’s outside
the Walls must be seen, and if possible the lesser basilicas of § Sebastian, § Agnes, with
its cataicombs where we recited the Nune Dimittis and S Lawrence, which contains the
tomb of the martyr. This church was near our Roman home and was probably our
parish church, Adjoining the church is the largest cemetery in Rome containing man
monumentslighted with small electric bulbs and bearing paintings or photos of the deceased.

Mass was said daily by one of our priests in an adapted room of the Hostel but for
all other services many of us went to § Lawrence.

Many churches were visited of great beauty and containing relics of well-known
saints, but to mention only two, the church of the Holy Cross with its relics of the Cross
and the Jesuit church “Gess” with its relics of S Francis Xavier and tomb of Blessed
Edmund Campion.

The ruins of ancient Rome were duly visited with all its connections with the Caesars.
In the arena of the great Colosseum, immense cven in ruins, we remembered our many
brethren who bravely met death testifying their faith in the Risen Lord. The prison in
which; according to tradition, both S Peter and S Paul were chained to a pillar which stitl
exists was also visited. We went along the Appian Way, passing Qs Vadis Church,
along which marched Roman legions and also the holy apostles Peter and Paul and their
followers, 2
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Though space forbids any more descriptions yet the famous Trevi fountain must be
mentioned, as it is said that a coin thrown into it ensures one’s retutn to Rome.

The extensive ruins of Ostia were visited, once the port of Rome, but a highlight of
our pilgrimage was a Papal public audience at Castel Gondolfo, which is very much.smaller
and consequently much more intimate than S Petet’s Square. :

A crowd of about 5,000 indulged in community singing—the De Angelis Crede
Salve Regina and a hymn to the Lourdes melody—priot to the Pope’s appearance, and here
again I for one deeply felt our isolation from the main body of western Christendom.
Ttemendous enthusiasm greeted the Holy Father’s appearance and he welcomed and
greeted us in seven different languages and finally blessed us in Latin, It was an occasion
ever to be remembered and we realised his saintly personality and how greatly he is loved.

Our Roman tour ended with ascending the Scale Santa on our kﬁeeé; statcd.to have
come from Pilate’s house and stained with Our Lord’s Blood and in the chapel at the
top we attended Benediction, a beautiful finish to our Roman pilgrimage. ‘

A few houts’ railway journey to Assisi was mainly through country associated with

'S Francis, and we entered the town near the great basilica consisting of an upper and a

lower church built over the crypt in which is his tomb. We had our meals at a pension
near 8 Clare’s church where most of us each day heard Mass as our priests had not the
same facilities as in Rome, but once again we felt our disunity as we could not join in the
stream of communicants, We were lodged in private houses and-mine was in the Via
San Bernardino de Quistiolle which has probably changed but little from the days of
that saint. The whole town of Assisi has been declared a national monument, so for-
tunately it cannot be spoiled. .

* Visits were made to the hermitage in the hills to which Francis retired for meditation
and his presence still seems to be felt. La Verona, where he received the stigmata, and
the smaﬁ Portiuncula where he lived and died and over which is now erected the great
church of § Mary-of-the-Angels were also visited. Visits were also made to the hill
towns of Perugia and Arezzo, also Lake Tranesco where Hannibal gained a great victory,

- Siena with its wonderful striped marble cathedral, described as a luminous hymn of

praise to God, home of 8 Catherine, Patroness of Italy ; the immense Campanile of the
Town Hall, then to Florence with.the great cathedral and its famous campanile by Giotto.
Florence needs sceing and studying and to mention even some of its wonders would take
too much space, The great Uffizi Gallery, however, imust be mentioned as one of its
paintings was portrayed on the Guild Christmass card. '

Our lasting impression of Assisi was one of great beauty and peace, its friendly hard-
working people and theit many kindnesses makes one realise that the spirit of the Little
Poor Man still lives on in the place he loved. ' oo

We returned to Rome and received Holy Communion in the bcaﬁ;ifdl Anglican church
of All Saints at'1 a.m., leaving the aitport at 4 a.m. We arrived back at Blackbushe soon

after 9 a.m., having had a wonderful view when crossing the Alps and also experiencing

a severe thunderstorm. Thus ended an experience which each one of us will treasure
natil time with us shall be no more -

. BERNARD’S BOOK |

Of interest to Guild members in yet another parish newspapét in modern dress
with a circulation of 1,300-=The Pylon of S Nicholas’, Plumstead, S.E.18—is the article
describing the efforts of Bro Bernard in obtaining gifts for the C.O.F. Laid out in news-
paper form with a plan and photos of the church’s interior ‘as thousands do not see us”
with devotional articles and others on local shopkeepers the paper is one which must
attract and arouse interest.. The vicar, Fr John Walker, who originated S Luke’s, Tran-
mere, paper, is to be congratulated on his work, not least in that he also acknowledges
the great work being done in'S Dunstan’s, Stepney, where Step Aboy now has a circulation
of 5,000 and a newspaper office of its own recently blessed by the Bishop of Stepney:
(Archbishop-elect of Cape Town)
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"Keep {hreast of the Weuws. ..

READ THE

CHURCH TIMES

Every Friday—Price 4d.

It is famous for its well-informed comments,
and special articles cover all aspects of
Church life.

Every week there are Book Reviews written
. by experts in each subject — literary
competitions, and jottings on people and i

events in the news. %

And there is a special page for Children.

.The advertisement columns have their interest
also. Announcements of Church Services,
Clerical Livings and locums, Lay Wortkers,
3 + - Situations, Holiday Accommodation, Atticles
for Sale and Wanted, appear every week.

The CHURCH TIMES . ..
truly Informs, Teaches and Interests

The Price is 4d. weekly, if you order through your usual
newsagent,
By post it is 6d. per copy—or a year’s subscription 26/-

G. J. PALMER & SONS LTD.
7, Portugal Street, London, W.C.2
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PERSONS -AND THINGS SEEN IN CHURCH
by Canon S, C. Joad

IN the last article in this series consideration was devoted to the Door
by which entry into the church building is made. It is therefore appropriate
that we should go on to consider another kind of “Doot” by which we
enter once for all the spiritual temple called the Catholic Church.

The font, for this reason, is usually-placed near the principal entrance to the building,
because it is through the Sacrament of the Font that we become members of God’s Family
the Church. In many instances the font is to be found in line with the high altar, i.e,, at
the west end of the nave, and occasionally in a semi-enclosed position known as a baptistery.
This position for the font takes us back many centuries to the ancient Roman domestic
arrangements, In many ancient Roman houses of any size entrance was through a
vestibule, and immediately in front of this entrance there was to be found a large tank of
water let into the floor, and known as the impluvium, whilst in line with this was-a fixed
stone table called the cartibulum. One can see how it comes about that in many of our
churches today, dltar and font are in line with one another, for the primitive Christian
church building would have retained the features of the earlier house-church. For us,
the symbolism is obvious, We start our Christian life with a Sactament, and we proceed

through life sacramentally (as will agpeat in later articles), until we arrive at the greatest

of all Sacraments, that which is celebrated at the altar. ’

The font is sometimes embellished by an ornate covering towering high, and which is
raised or lowered by a mechanism in the roof, One would hesitate to assert that all fonts
should have such coverings, for not all churches would lend themselves to such embelish-
ments, but it will be generally agreed that where such a coveting is in use, greater dignity
ig lent to the font, This is as it should be, for here-—as at the altar—is celebrated a Sacra-
ment which is generally necessary to salvation. The astonishing thing, however, is the
divorce between theory and practice, as regard the holy Sacrament of Baptism, So
necessary is this Sacrament that parents are urged not to defer the baptism of their children
beyond three weeks, and the Prayer Book directs that anyone dying unbaptised is not to
have the benefit of the burial rite provided therein. With so much emphasis laid upon
Baptism and its necessity, it is hard to justify the “hole-and-corner” methods that obtain
in connection with its administration in so many churches. With every sympathy for
overworked town priests, with populations to care for-running into thousands, it is yet
unjustifiable to administer the Sacrament of the New Birth at the odd times that obtain
in so many churches, such as Sundays at 4 p.m., or the fifth Saturday at 5.30-{this was a time
known to the author in one parish in which he worked as an assistant curate). -

Much is being written about what is called Baptismal Reform, and without endorsing

" all that the would-be reformers are advocating, it is my conviction that we shall never

get rid of the vague ideas about the faith of the Church until we restore the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism to its true dignity, This involves a serious attempt to see that its administta-
tion is really public. Members of the G.S.8. could help by volunteering 'to serve at
Baptisms, assisting the priest by handing him the things he needs, and with the accom-
paniments of cross and lights,

TO NATIONAL SERVICE MEN

Following the note in the last issue of the excellent parish paper of S Luke’s, Tranmere,
Brother E W Hall, of § Botolph’s, Morpeth Road, Hoylake Witral, Cheshire, Tel. Hoylake
44844, writes to say that any of the brethren stationed at the R.A.F. West Kirby ‘will be
welcomed to the meetings of the Chapter of Our Lady of S John (Birkenhead, Wallasey
and Wirral), Notices of mieetings will be found on the R.A.F.' Chapel notice board.

Comment—Only one server bas as yet availed himself of this invitation.
' 15 )
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THE OCCASIONAL OFFICES

V. HOLY MATRIMONY
by the Revd W H Barwarp,
Rector of Flinton Martel, Dorset

() THE ESSENCE OF MARRIAGE
INTRODUCTION ‘

Thete has been considerable discussion in recent years about the
“Qccasional Office” we are to consider in this and two following articles,
namely the subject of Christian Marriage.

The Archbishop of Canterbury has written a special pamphlet about it.
The matter has been raised in Diocesan Synods and in Convocation. From
evidence submitted it seems to be a just complaint of couples, whose mar-
riage has broken down, that “they have never been taught in a clear way
what the Church’s teaching is about Christian Marriage.”

In any case, whether they are right or wrong, it is now recognised by
clergy and laity alike that “regular and systematic instruction of the congre-
gation as to the meaning and responsibilities of Marriage is an essential
part of the normal pastoral duty in every parish.”

So we make no apology for devoting three articles in THE SERVER
to this “Occasional Office.”

1. THE ESSENCE OF MARRIAGE

Marriage is not, of course, peculiarly Christian. It is an institution of the natural
otder and both as a rite (a religious ceremony) and as a state of life, it is recognised by the
non-Christian world as well,

The Christian Church realises this and has taken Marriage and sanctified it, so that
it becomes Foly Matrimony, one of the seven Sacraments,

But the essence of Marriage remains the same. Tt is a natural agrcement between
two parties, as is shewn by the old heathen ceremony of the Romans. 1In this, there
were two parts i—

{a) The Betrothal. Each party signed a document, then gave each other presents
and a kiss, and joined hands. A ring was given to the woman by the man as a symbol
of their union.

() The actueal wedding followed when the bride, wearing a veil, and the bridegroom
were crowned, joined in the heathen sacrifices and in eating a sacrificial cake.

The Church took over these ceremonies and adapted them,

The betrothal is now the first part of the Marriage service, and the second part is
the Nuptial Mass, which the Prayer Book suggests should follow, or failing this, the
blessing at the altar rails.

The wedding breakfast and cake conclude the ceremony,

This is another example of how the Church uses natural customs, ndapts them to Her
teaching, and sanctifies them.

In doing this, it is important for members of the Church to distinguish between the
essentials and what one might call the frills, of the present marriage rite.

2. WHAT IS ESSENTIAL FOR A VALID MARRIAGE?

Here there is a difference of opinion between the Church of the East and West,

The Eastern Church, because of its closer association with the State, is somewhat
laxer in its attitude to marriage as a whole. :

It holds that there can be no sacramental or ecclesiastically valid marriage unless a
bishop, or priest administers it. In other words, the priest (or bishop) is the minister
of the Sacrament, and unless this has been so, then there are grounds for declaring a
marriage null and void. This obviously opens up the way for easier divorce and re-
marriage.

The view of the Western Church is this—(a) the two contracting parties are the minister
of the Sacrament, The priest is present only as a witness ; as an official representative
of the State and the lcngj officer of the Church. He gives the blessing on behalf of the
Church as a whole. (#) There must be also the formal consent of the two persons con-
cerned, who are free to marry, that is, there is no impediment.
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Such an impediment would be a relationship within the prohibited degrees-(see list
in the Book of Common Prayet), or an existing marriage of either party. This consent
must be mutual, deliberate and voluntary on the patt of both theé man and woman. There
must be no compulsion of one by the other, or of both by a third party, . Their consent
must be full and free.- i . - o
" Both must be in 2 right state of mind. Insanity, for example, would be an impediment.

Neither are the conditions of a valid matriage fulfilled if one of the parties is a young
child or is physically incapable of fulfilling the obligations of the marriage contract.

" The Consent must be shown externally, not merely by a promise in words, but by
definite outward and visible actions before witnesses. It must be consummatéd in mar-
riage as soon as possible and not drag-on-indefinitely. : .

If, in addition, both parties are baptized and the conditions just mentioned are ful-
filled, then the marriage is both valid and sacramental. Where there is disparity of cult,
and only one is baptized, this is an impediment to a sacramental marriage, as the person.
unbaptized cannot, of course, receive the Sacraments of the Church, of which Holy Matri-
money is one: ' . ’ o

Likewise, if the Marriage takes l:lacc at a Registrar’s Office, it is valid, provided the
same conditions stated above are fulfilled, but it is not sacramental.

Why is this? Because

(¢) The wiatter and form, that is the outward part of the Sacrament, is the contract
made by the two parties, with the words by which the contract is expressed.

Where then, thére is this formal and free consent of both parties expressed in a signed
c¢ontract, whether made in Chuech, or'at 2 Registrar’s Office, -

3. WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS of such a valid marriage?

Quite clearly, both the form of words used and the actions performed at cither place,
put the two patties concerned in an indissoluble marriage telationship. There is meant
to be a permanent union of one man and one woman until death,

If the blessing of the Church is given, then there is a bestowal of grace for right living
in the marriage state, though the grace has to be used of course.

The acceptance of both parties, of the permanence and he exclusiveness of the
marriage contract, is considered by English law {based in this instance on the old Church
aw) to be of the very essence of the contract. If the parties do not accept that their mar-
tiape is “between one man and one woman, to the exclusion of all others so long as both
shall live,” then the contract is void by reason of defection of consent,

Finally, let us remind ourselves and make it clear to others, that the Church teaches
these things both as to the essentials of marriage and their effects, because they are true.
They are not true simply because the Church happens to teach them. Our Lord Himself
did not institute marriage. From the very beginnings. it.was, and always. will be, God's
law, that 2 man leaving his parents shall cleave to his wife, and *‘they twain shall be one.
flesh.”” It is as if two halves have made a new whole. A new relationship is brought
about which can no more be altered in a court of Jaw than could.the relationship between
a brother and sister born of the same parents. : R

Though they may part through some dispute they remain brother and sister for life.

Nothing can alter that fact. .
No. our Lotd even did not make marriage indissoluble, He said it had always been 0.

What then of divorce and so-called re-marriape?

-Of that we must think next time.

Meanwhile, we must never forget that the law of the natural order, as well as the
Christian Church, is that marriage is “one man, for one woman, for life,” as God meant
it to be from the very-beginning. : ' :

CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION FUND

“The half-year report on the 24th March showed applications ‘for grants had been
accepted from 77 candidates at 19 colleges, with nine at Mirfield and four at Kelham,
£565 had been given to ordinands and so far £595 had been received: from chapters and
donations. At least £680 will be required to meet gifts this month and the same amount
in October, so every effort should be made to support this fund.
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BROTHER JOHN’S JOTTINGS

AN INTERESTING REPORT has appeared of the ‘discovery’ in the
parish church of Stanton Harcourt, Oxfordshire, of the shrine-canopy
of 5§ Edburga. A seventeenth century writer saw it and described it asa
tomb of one of the Harcourt family, and this false description has been
followed in many books., Now, however, it has been recognised as the
original shrine of S. Edburga, moved to the parish church on the suppression
of Bicester Priory, twelve miles away, in 1537. ‘The fefetory holding the
relics would have rested on the top of the canopy, which is made of purbeck
marble, and still shows traces of the original colour and gilding.

8 Edburga was one of the many saints belonging to the Mercian royal family in the
7th century. It is known that her relics in Bicester Priory were visited by many pilgrims,
and her feast day was kept on June 20. So here is another shrine (minus the relics) still
existing in a parish church. It is to be hoped that we shall soon hear of a revived pil-
grimage, organised by local members of the Guild.

August 28 is the feast. of S Rumbold (or Rumwald). He is said to have been a three
day’s old infant, a prince of Northumbria, son of a Christian mother and a pagan father.
At his baptism he pronounced aloud the profession of faith and then immediately died.
The well where this baptism is said to have taken place is not in Northumbria but at
Astrop Park, near Banbury, Known as S Rumbold’s Well, its healing virtues ultimately
led to a small spa being built there in the seventeenth century, complete with Pump Room
bandstand and assembly hall Today all that remains of this glory is an overgrown conduit
in an untidy ditch. S Rumbold was once honoured with a cult in Northamptonshire and
Buckin%hamshirc and was apparently patron of the Kentish herring fleet. Indeed a
catch of herrings in Kent was at one time measured in ‘rumbolds.” Perhaps some Kentish
reader (or Reader of Kent) can tell us if this is still so.

At the end of March the Very Revd Dr A CE Jarvis died at Hitchin  He had been
bedridden for a very long time but when he first retired to Hitchin from Sheffield Cathedral,
where he had been Provost, he frequently gave valuable assistance to Holy Saviour Church,
especially during an interregnum. It was difficult to imagine this courteous and charming
old Evangelical priest as a former Chaplain-General, but Catholics in the Army owe him
a very great debt of gratitude. The Army Chaplains’ Department was at one time a
preserve of the ‘blackest’ type of Protestant-minded clergyman, Dr Jarvis, a former
Wesleyan minister and always a convinced evangelical, was D A CG in Mesopotamia
during the first World War, where he took the unprecedented step of sending home to
England chaplains who were unwilling to hear the confessions of soldiers, From 1925-
1931 he was Chaplain-Genetal to the Forces and duting his period of office revolutionised
both the organisation and the outlook of his department. Those who are enjoying
Catholic privileges in the Army today may well remember his soul before God, and give
thf:jnks for this fair-minded ptiest who made possible the changes which led to the position
today.

The new “Chutch Enquiry Centre” has been much misunderstood, chiefly owing
to the Sunday newspapers getting hold of the wrong ideas about it. In the words of its
director, the idea got agout that it was to be a counter-blast to the successful Roman Catho-
lic Enquiry centre, “‘that my principal and sole intention in running our Enquiry Centre
would be to lead a no-popery campaign and start stamping on the Holy Father’s toes.
Their impression is quite wrong . . . The aim of the new centre is ‘to provide a public
gervice—to answer questions of all sorts about Christianity in general and Church doctrine
in particular, to give advice about books and pamphlets, to give guidance and help with
grivatc griefs and to make available courses of instruction for those that want them.”

uch a service is badly needed and will be a powerful aid to evangelism. It will be able
to reach many who cannot be reached by our overworked parish clergy. “He sald that
this was a difhicult time and he wished he had some sort of rcﬁgion" was pathetic evidence
given at a recent suicide inquest. Meditating on these words we can all remember the
new Centre in our prayers:
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SAINT WIGEFORT (JULY 19)

THIS SAINT, according to legend, was the daughter of a heathen king
of Portugal. She was bidden by her father to marry a heathen prince
but she, being a Christian, prayed that her body might be disfigured to
prevent this. In answer to her ‘prayers she developed a beard and her
crucifixion was then ordered by her father. Thus, she is represented
wearing a beard. '

At one time several altars were dedicated to her in this country, 2 famous one¢ at
Chew Stoke (Sometset) and another in Old S. Paul’s in' London. In the Middle Ages she
was known as “Maid Uncumber” her aid being invoked by wives wishing to uncumber
themselves of their husbands| Sir Thomas More wrote . . . they reckon for a pecke
of otys she will not faile to uncumber them of their husbondys.” The 19%th July is the
feast of this Saint and the Roman Breviary says “ . . . the holy Virgin and martye Wilge-
fortes . . . . contended for Christian faith and chastity, and obtained a glorious triumph
upon the Cross.” In Norfolk {at Worstead—a well-known “wocl-church™) her image
appeats as bearded, crowned and crucified upon a screen. Her name has many variants,
some of them being Liberata, Reginfledis, Kummernis, Comera, Komina, Hulfe, Ont-
commene, Dignefortis, Eutropia, Komina. One very pretty legend tells us of a beggauy
minstrel who played to her image to be rewarded with one of her golden shoes. For
stealing he was condemned to die but upon being zallowed to play before the image as a
last request the other shoe was kicked off before witnesses, thus proving his complete
innocence |

GR]B

YOUNGER ACOLYTES CHECK THESE ITEMS

HOW DO YOU SCORE?

SERVING on Saturdays and school holidays to improve technique. Memorizing the
preparation. Making a thanksgiving after serving. Placing the missa! stand upon the
Altar in'the proper position. Raising it and not sliding it off. ~ Kneeling not as to obstruct
the view of the Altar, but as far to cach side and out of the picture. Saying the responses
and amens so that they can be heard. Always walking about in the sanctuary with hands
clasped, never hanging down. Wearing a cassock that fits, and always properly buttoned,
especially at the throat. Never pulling the cotta with a hand below the neck. Positive

uiet in the sacristy and speaking only above a whisper when necessary. Making certain
the lighting torches and extinguishers are cleansed of greasé and soot, and polished. If
a thurifer, that the place of preparation is always left clean, and things used are put into
their proper places.  On hand, and vested, at least ten minutes before any service. Know
how to arrange the Altar for the proper service, and how to leave it, and covered after
the final service. Particularly, on Sundays and major Holy Days, how to leave it for the
services that follow. How to take up the offering if necessary. How to serve a Priest
who has no server, without being officious, and without putting on vestments, if time does
not permit. . '
~—from S Vincent’s Bulletin {U.S.A.)

WEST OF ENGLAND PILGRIMAGE ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GLASTONBURY PILGRIMAGE 29th JUNE, 1957

8 am. Holy Communion in S Joseph’s Shrine in the Abbey {Celebrant, the Bishop
of Bath and Wells). ) .
11 a.m. Litany in procession from S John’s Church to the Abbey.

11.15'am. Solemn Bucharist in the nave in the presence of the Bishop of Taunton.
2 4p.m. Lecture in S John’s Church by the Rev Dr Trevor Jalland.
3.45 p.m. Procession of Witness from § John’s Church to the Abbey for Solemn
Evensong, led by the Bishop of Taunton. Preacher, the Bishop of 5.W.
Tanganyika, The day will end with a solemn Te Demm of thanksgiving
in the Abbey. : ’
Any further particulars may be had from the Hon. Secretary, Mr H Sharpe, 7 Rodney
Place, Clifton, Bristol 8. Telephone 35387.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sim,
I have just finished reading the December issue of Tue Servir. I want to-con-
gratulate you on turning out a first-class magazine. Do keep it up.

1 was very pleased ot see the account of the Golden Jubilee celebratios of S Benet
Biscop Chapter, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. I was attached to this Chapter on my return
from Egypt, where 1 had been serving with the R AF.

I have now been in this country for twelve months. Tt has many difficulties and
problems, but thanks be to God, for His church is rising above all these. The Catholic
Church in this country is playing her part in bringing the Catholic Faith to all men,
irrespective of colour,” Please pray for us and for all missionaries. :

Theére are three churches in this parish with two out-stations. These are served
by the rector, Fr Wiley, and myself. Most of the work is amongst Non-Europeans,
though we have quite a number of Europeans. If any of your readers possess cassocks,
surplices or cottas which they no longer require, I wonder if they would be kind enough
to send them to me at the address. I can assure you there is a great need here! Will
you help? .

I would like to say thank you to all those who remembered me in theit prayers at
my ordination to the Priesthood last October.

Yours faithfully,
$ Jude's Rectory, (Fr) Joun Peacock.
P.O. Box 187, Oudtshoorn,
Cape Province, S. Aftrica.
13-1-1957.
Parcels should be marked ‘Free Gife® to avoid Customs duty—Ep. .

Dear SR, .

Readers of “Brother John’s Jottings” in Tuez SErvER for March (especially the firse
two paragraphs) may like to learn of the existence of The Society of Saint Ambrose, a
group of Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Methodists, Presbyterians and others who meet
together to study the varying ways of worship of different communions,

Meetings are held regularly in London, and occasionally elsewhere ; members who
cannot attend the meetings are nevertheless kept in touch by the quarterly Bulletin which
is sent free of charge to ail members.

We are very anxious to extend our work and our membership and if any of your
readers are interested we shall be pleased to send them further detni{,s. The subscription
is 5/- a year, and is due in January, but those joining after the end of June pay 2/6 for the
remaining months of the year, :

Yours faithfully,

36, Kings Road, J C Heprey THATCHER,
Henley-on-Thames, Hon, Secrstary,
Oszon.

20th March, 1957.

DEAR SIR, ' .

As an amateur hymnologist, I am engaged in a private study of what | refer 1o as
‘local hymns”—the kind of hymns sung and loved in certain churches on such occasions
as Patronal Feasts, but not appearing in the usual hymn books.

1 should be most grateful if your readers could help me by giving me any information
about such hymns, and where possible letting me have copics of such hymns (which 1 will
duly retutn) and, where possible, such particulars as the author, the tune to which they
arc sung, ctc.

Yours faithfully,
16, Aberdeen Road, Grorrrey P KiING.

Highbury, N.5. .
29th March, 1957,
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NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

$ HUGH & ALL SAINTS, HIGH WYCOMBE

This Chapter, started in 1912, has now been revived after a lapse of eight years, and
on 23rd February the Guild Office was solemnly sung in § Anne’s Church, High Wycombe,
the chaplain, Fr A ] Skipp, officiating and giving a very interesting address on the life
of § Hugh of Lincoln, our patron, - : ] o

It ‘was a great joy for brethren present to be singing the Office on the silver jubilee
of the chaphin’s admission to the original chapter, About twenty-five members were
present :

OUR LADY & S HEREFRID, LOUTH & DISTRICT

.The 'past year has been one of steady progress in building up the Chapter and the
keenness shown by our chaplain, Revd H H Ashley, rector of North Thoreshy, has been-
greatly appreciated and valued. The vicar of S Michael's, Louth, Revd W E Wrexal
Holborow, has been most kind in always being ready to extend us a welcome for the
singing of the Guild Office.

Below is a brief outline of the activities of the Chapter over the past year.
~ June 6, 1956. Guild Office and address at § Mary, Binbrook ; address by Fr Giddey,
’ rector of Binbrook.”

June 29 Guild Office and procession at Holy Trinity, Swallow, arranged
by the Grimsby Chapter. _ :

October 2 Guild Office and meeting at S Michael’s, Louth.

Novembet 6 Guild Office, procession and Benediction at S George, Bradley

December 27 Solemn High Mass, arranged by the Grimsby Chapter, at S George,
Bradley.

Feb. 1, 1957. Guild Office, Candlemass procession and Benediction at § Michael’s,
Louth, attended by over eighty servers, including Grimsby Chapter,
' The collection for C O F amounted to £3:
March 25 . Guild Office, Benediction and meeting at 8 Michael’s, Louth.

8S BONIFACE AND WILLIBRORD, GERMANY

Consequent upon the fuel restrictions on road transport in Germany, it was decided
to arrange a course for all servers in Germany, whether members of the Guild or nat,

The course was arranged by Padre L E M Claxton, S CF, at Joint Headquarters
Garrison, Moenchen Gladbach, and Padre Nowers of RAF Bruggen, RAF chaplain
and also chaplain to this Chapter, The course took place in the Army Chaplains’ School,
Ostenwalde, from the 14th to 17th March. Some 31 servers from both Armyand RAF
units in Germany attended, two membdrs travelling from as far away as the Hook of
Holland and Antwerp in Belgium.. . -

Lectures were given by Padre Nowers, of K A F Bruggen, who is also lecturer at
Trinity House, Cologne (R A F Joint Moral Leadership School), Padre L. E M Claxton,
S CF Joint Headquarters Moenchen Gladbach, and Padre R Parsons, warden of Trinity
House, Cologne. .

Before going any further, it will be as well to say a little about Church House, Osten-
walde. It is a typical German country mansion, built sirea 18-19th century, complete -
with stables, barns and adjoining private property, and separate servants’ quarters, and
an old water mill, standing at the side of a large lake, served by a stream. The property
today belongs to Baron von Vinke, to whom it is to be handed back in July this year.
Since the end of the war it has been the residence of Field Marshal Momgomery and
since about 1950 the Army Chaplains’ School.  Still intact is the library, with many h}m-
dreds of books, worth a considerable sum, From the back of the house one has a view
of unrivalled country, typical of many such scenes in England;

On arrival those taking the course were grected by the Warden and his staff and
supplied with light tea, The course started with Evensong, foliowed by dinner, lectures
and Compline at 9.30 p.m. Friday and Saturday comprised a full day of lectures on the
History of the English Prayer Book, Challenge and Defence of Christianity, and finally
study of 5 John, Chapter 6, verses 15-end. ] - . v

The course drew ta a close on Saturday evening with the singing of the Guild Office. -
On Sunday morning (last day), the day began with Mattins followed by Sung Eucharist,
There were six servers assisting at the altar, all from R A F Sundern. The master of
ceremonies was Bro Roy Johnson. . :
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- S PHILIP & S5 RICHARD, WORTHING

The Chapter held its annual meeting on March 5th at § John’s, Worthing. A goodly
number of priests and brothers attended both the Office and the mecting, Fr T R Taggart
was again clected chaplain, with Bro S H Napper secretary and Bro L W Harman as
treasurer. Bro C W E Pirt was in charge of CO F collection. '

Qur second dinner was a great success, sixty-five brothers enjoying a good dinner
and short entertainment. Fr Martin Spearing, an old friend of the Chapter, passed to
his rest-on February 8th, May God rest his soul. Under the guidance of our chaplain,
Fr Taggatt, the Chapter has continued to make progress. We now number eighty-four
priests and setvers and we meet monthly (with tgc exception of the month of August),
in the seven churches in the Chapter .

THE INCARNATE WORD, THAMES VALLEY

No account of our activities, apart from special festivals, having appeared since 1955,
these notes cover a period of eighteen months.

On the preferment of Fr H W G Vincent to the parish of S Catherine, Hammersmith,
the chaplaincy was vacant for six months, although thanks to local incumbents, a priest
was always available to sing the monthly office. In March 1956, Fr Brian Berry accepted
the chaplaincy, but after only onc vear of office he too has been called to a parish of his
own, and we wish him and his wife and family, a long and happy incumbency of S Philip’s
Tottenham. A cleric willing to undertake the chaplaincy has been found, the Revd J D
Curson, but as he is still in deacon’s orders, we cannot make the formal appointment
until he is raised to the priesthood, and arrangements for a priest to sing the Office as
interitn chaplain are under consideration.

Attendance averaging 20—25, or about 50 per cent. of Chapter strength, have been
usual at the monthly Office, which has been sung, not only in our own area, but also,
duting the summer, in the territory left vacant by the lapse of the S Martin Chapter,
Shepperton, where we trust ‘our visits may have aroused sufficient interest to warrant the
revival of that Chapter. Notable among these visits were the Easter festival at Littleton
and Corpris Christi at Laleham Abbey. .

Seven probationers and two full members have been admitted, and £7 by direct giving

and a similar sum from,Chapter funds have been raised during the period for COF

. Last Ocrober, Fr Gillain, who in his eighteen years as vicar of Fulwell has proved a
good friend ro the ‘Chapter, underwent a major operation and we all rejoice that he is
now fully restored to his normal good health.

Finally, we'tender our thanks to the Chapter officers and the local clergy who have
helped us in $0 many ways, and to the wives of the brethren and other ladies who have so
often provided refreshments at the close of our meetings.

The Chapter was represented by Bro P E Gilkes at Fr Berry’s institution on April 10th,
when on behalf of the Chaptér he presented him with an altar copy of the revised Holy
Week Services. .

. . 8 AUGUSTINE OF ENGLAND, PONTEFRACT
The annual general meeting was held at § Michael’s, Castleford, in March. The
Revd W N Elliott was elected chaplain, and Bros R T Pinchen and R Parkin as secretary

and treasurer.
o $ WILLIAM OF NORWICH
Father R C Medhurst was re-elected chaplain, as were the secretary, Bro S ] Read,
and treasurer, Bro R Bringloe at the annual general meeting in April, which was held in
§ Giles, Norwich, after the Guild Office. The annual report showed that members had
helped in"the revival of the Lowestoft Chapter and a proposed chapter in East Norfolk.
The Chapter’s Easter festival was held in Low Week in S Peter, Parmentergate, Norwich,

OUR LADY & § JOHN (BIRKENHEAD, WALLASEY & WIRRAL)
ThefChapterFhave held ten meetings during the year ending BEaster, 1957, -
The year startéd with the Guild Office being sung solemnly at S Andrew’s, West
Kirby. The Chapter of S Werburgh, Stockport, joined with the Wirral brethren and so
%Jccessful was the occasion that they went again to West Kirby on the Saturday after
aster Day’

The gc tember meeting was held at S Mary’s, Birkenhead, by kind permission of
the vicar of Bitkenhead, the Reverend W Stanley Walker. The Office was sung in the
ancient crypt chapel of Birkenhead Priory. It was a great privilege to join in worship in
the place hallowed by the worship of the monks of former times.

22




The Chapter kept its feast of title a1 S Anne’s, Birkenhead, on Lady. Day. . The Office
was sung by Fr Alan Sutcliffe (vicar of § Anne’s), ‘the sermori-about devotion to @ur Lady
was preached by the Revd Frank Sampson, vicar of § John Baptist, Tucbrook, Liverpool.
The Chapter was joined by brethren from the mother chapfer of Our Lady and § Nicholas,
Liverpool, who brought with them three West Indian servers from 5 Margaret’s, Princes
Road, Liverpool. There were also two catholic Indian seamen from a ship in the' ‘nearby
docks, They saw the lighted church, came in, joined in the worship and the usual English
‘cup of tea in the hall’ afterwards. . S » -

§ MARY MAGDALENE, WEDNESBURY' &‘ DISTRICT F

The Christmass Fejtival was held, by kind permission of the vicar, at 8§ George's,
Datlaston. A large number of servers, with priests assaciate, and a good congregation
attended to join in the singing of the solemn Guild Office and to hear the rector of Dars
laston {Revd I Brynmor Jones) preach an interesting and powerful sermon,’taking for hi§
text “With the holy thou shalt be holy, and with the perfect man thou shalt e perfect’.
The service ended with the usual processional hymn. The rectGr afterwards joinéd the
servers in the Institute, where refreshmcnts were served by miembers of § George s Mothcrs
Union.

The annual general meeting was held in S John’s Schools on 28¢h ]anuary The
attendance was good. The chaplain, Fr' Hayward, ‘was re-elected chaplain and “said he
was happy to serve the Chapter in such office. ~ Fr Bristow consénted to be deputy-chaplain:
Bro Nightingale was again re-elected secretary and Bros, Hill and Cresswell were clected
treasurer and M C respectively. It was agteed to send the sum of £5-5s. to-the' C O F

* The Easter festival was held on"April 27 at S Franc1s Frlar Park -

: : -8 JEROME i
. _The 34th annual festlval was held on Easter Moriday, when 150 attcndcd ftom thc
Midlands for high mass in’S Michael’s, Sutton.i n-Ashﬁeld and latcr thc Ofﬁcc in S John’s,
'Kuby Woad.house

. THE HOLY GRAIL WATFORD o Ty
The quiet afternoon at S John’s, Watford, conducted’ by our chaplam Fr Forrest
was at';enccli d by about fifty servers and his instruction on the psalms of the Guild Office
were very helpful in our meditations. After tea in the Vestry, Stations of the Cross and
Benediction concluded a happy occasion.

. Bro John Watson, of § Saviour’s, St Albans, fecently died after a lin Fcrmg nllncss very
cheerfully borne. -He was a very faithful and €nthusiastic member- of ‘our Chapter for
many years and his happy disposition was an cxample for us all} Bro C0unc1llor Morley
representcd the Guild at his funeral.

We welcomé our brothers from Liton and- Harpcndcn and hope that beforc long
theit own Chapter will again be functioning.

EASTER FESTIVAL OF THE EASTERN AREA
NEARLY ONE HUNDRED servers and as many .friends congregated
at Cambridge for the customary area festival ‘on Easter Monclay of the
Chapters. in East Anglia, * Almost all the’ Chapters were' represented:

High mass was celebrated in § Clement’s Church by the vicar, the-Revd C C'Keet, chaplain
to the S Ethelreda Chapter, assisted by Fr R A Bagley, assistant priest at Little S Mary’s,
and Fr R Patston, area representative of the UM,C.A. Lunch.and tea were held i in Round
church hall and the Guild Office was sung latef in Little S Mary’s, the brethreén vestmg in
Pembroke College Library and processing in the church, Father Patston gave an inspiring
address in which he spoke of the holy parallel of Our Lofd’s resutréction ; the salvation of
all men and the exodus of the Jews from the bondage of Egypt—one of glory and weakness
—and went on to show how this was shown in the Jews”joutheying, Our Lord’s resurrec:
tion, and in outr own lives. He appealed to all to learn and study . the faith and enter into
the full worship of the Church. }Es the Jew had water from the rock and manna so we
have our spiritual food and drink-—the blessed’ Sacrament. - The Jews had a tabernaclé
so we have such a-special place from which to draw and receive God’s, blessing: We
must recapture our vision and act as missionaries in the world: always bcllevmg, learmng
and feeding upon God, showing forth the new life of Christ within us..

The Chapter of § Ethelreda are to bc congratulated on their arrangements for an
excellent festival, ‘ 23 Pl . -



FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S DESK

ALTHOUGH our readers will have read the last issue with its note of the
passing of our revered friend and late Warden and Editor, Fr Poole, they
will find in this issue some details of the exceptionally busy and varied
life that he had given to Holy Church. One of the chief points that one
noticed of him was his strong determination that the Faith shounld not be
watered down to suit some of his critics neither would he compromise on
the order or Faith that he had devoted himself to over the years. He was
indeed a doughty supporter of “Decency and good order™ in all the services
of the Church and one felt at home whenever he happened to be celebrating

or officiating at a Guild Service.

In reviewing some of the matters of recent years concerning the Guild one has been
brought face to face with the general situation of many years ago when little of present day
practice was seen in our churches beyond the few which stood out in the forefront of the
Catholic Movement. One well remembers the usual form of many advertisements in the
Church Times of those days some fifty years ago—they read something like this :—*“Assistant
priest required for church, jour (oc five and even some gave fix) points. E.P. Vest-
ments”—but I wonder today how many of our servers and members of the large congrega-
tions realise that with less than is the general rule today many churches were content to
worship with just the mere externals of Catholic Worship, but they had one thing in com-
mon—they DID TEACH the Faith in all its fullness in spite of the opposition of many
so-called Protestant sects, One calls to mind an occasion in Leicester when the elder
John Kensit had made a demonstration outside S Mark’s Church (the vicar then was Canon
F Lewis Donaldson, later to be Archdeacon of Westminster) and some young and instructed
laymen joined forces and escorted the protester towards the Central Railway station other-
wise the unruly mob might have created a serious disturbance. Strange that these same
laymen' wete all Catholics doing excellent work as readers in the City and surrounding
countryside of Leicester for the old-fashioned C. of E.

There is evidence that we took our work seriously—perhaps more so than in these
Frcscnt times but of that it is our example that will eventually count for good among our

ellow-worshippers,

Recently I was asked if a server who was deaf and dumb could join the Guild. My
reply was an immediate “Yrs.” We already have severa] deaf-mutes among our number
and it is all to the good for these afflicted persons to he able to take a greater sharc in the
worship of Holy Church among their fellow-Christians. I realise this more and more
as at my parish church we have the benefit of help from the Diocesan Missioner for the
Deaf and Dumb. He, as a priest, celebrates both low and high masses for us. Being a
deaf mute he has ovetcome one difficulty and can talk and more than that, sng a mass
with hardly a trace of his handicap—in fact he is more “tone” corrcct than many others
who have their full faculties. 8o if this should meet the eye of other “deaf mutes” then
let them feel that we are their brethren in more than the one sensc—the Guild is open
to them and one is sure that priests will also find some measure of grace through their
joint ministrations. In case of any doubt servers should communicate direct with me,
when I shall be most willing to help them in whatever way possible.

Ere this has been set in type we shall have held another A.G.M. and Easter festival—
may the spirit of the feast be continued over the great Forty Days in each of our individual
lives to the greater glory of Christ our King. ’

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

: FORTHCOMING EVENTS
JUNE 10. JUBILEE DAY PILGRIMAGE to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham.
(Particulars from Shrine Office, Walsingham, Norfolk,) ‘

jUI;]E 20. CORPUS CHRISTI FESTIVAL of Chapter of The Incarnate Word at
SS Michael and George, Fulwell. 8 p.m, Solemn Mass and Procession of

the Blessed Sacrament. .

JUNE 22. CORPUS CHRISTI FESTIVAL. Holy Trinity, Millbrook, Southampton

: You already have details of this. -
OCT. 19. AUTUMN FESTIVAL, LONDON.
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By a Servant of the Sanctuary
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Devotional Books
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