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" EDITORIAL

FOR MANY YEARS prayers for the unity of all Christians have been 2
feature of many churches in thé Anglican Communion, particulatly in those
churches associated with the Catholic Revival. At first the nine days
before the feast of Pentecost were generally kept as a novena of prayer,
but in latter years the days between the feasts of S Peter’s Chair, January,
18th, and the Conversion of § Paul, January 25th, have been the focus of
prayer and meetings with reunion as their object.

Deep thankfulness should be expressed that during this time not only
do Anglicans pray for unity, but now that the World Council of Churches
have also adopted that week, Christians of other bodies throughout the'
world also unite in prayer with the same object. Christians of the Roman
obedience through the example and work of L’Abbe Couturiet also join
with brethren at that time in.similar prayers.

It is a sad fact that though Catholics in the Anglican Communion
have been foremost in prayers for unity, yet it would appear that they have
been the strongest cpponents of any reunion schemes put forward, and
they have been forced to this position by these schemes’ infringement of
" Catholic faith and order. ; ) .

It is essential that one should have not only a right viewpoint of this
question but also an understanding of the position of other Christians who
differ in faith and practice and with that end in view it is hoped that readers
will welcome the articles in'this issue expressing the Anglican, Roman,
Orthodox and Nonconformist views. We are grateful for the time and
trouble taken by our contributors in writing these articles and pray that
readers with a wider knowledge will keep the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity in the spirit of Our Lord’s great prayer "

HOLY FATHER, I pray that they may all be one, even
as Thou Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may
be in us, that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.

A HAPPY CHRISTMASS
and every good wish for the
coming. year to all readers.
Please express your greetings
to others by using the Guild’s
Christmass card (5/- per doz.
from Bro. R A W Edden,
9 Stanley Road, Gillingham,
Kent. -

‘Christmass in our Lord’s
birthplace is overshadowed
by the conflict of differing’
races. The poem printed in
this issue well expresses the
present situation. The
Bishop " of "Thetford spent
last Christmass in the Holy
Land, and we know his
account will be much
appreciated. '




UNITY AND CONCORD
, by the Revd C P CoLEmaN,
. General Secretary of the Church Union

FOR ANGLICANS, the approach to the problems of Christian disunity
inevitably gives rise to tensions which reflect the peculiarities of the Anglican
tradition, ‘The Church of England, while claiming to be Catholic in het
continuity with the one Church which has guarded and taught the faith in
this country since the early centuries of Christianity, at the same time allows
wide liberty of interpretation and vatiety of practice. Where such freedom
of spirit exists, people sharing the same basic faith may come to stress
different aspects of it, as indeed the Catholic Church at large may do in
order to meet the needs of each particuiar age ; but there is a danger, when
such differences of emphasis exist side by side, that they may be regarded
as mutually exclusive. So, within the Church of England, fears and
suspicions arise from the opposition of “catholic” and “protestant” tradi-
tions ; and these ate accentuated when overtures to Christians of othet
traditions are attributed to partisan bias. It is no cause for wonder that
those who adhere to Catholic tradition should be cautious and conservative
in their reaction to schemes of reunion. There /s a truth which must be
retainied at all costs, and the loss of which spells disaster.

NEW: TREASURES

On the other hand, Catholic truth is not limited to a few statements ahout the faith,
such as are contained in popular Catechisms. The parable of the treasure chest implies
that we are always to be seeking new riches in the faith, and it is more than likely that
people whose zeal for “unity” drives them at least to an apparent sbandonment of principle
may really be stressing some other aspect of the truth which should have its place in Catholic
tradition. This zeal itself, seeking to do away with divisions among Christians, has
its roots at least in that Catholic tradition which shares our Lord's own burning desire
for the united love of his people. Equally, to attribute bad motives, without close con-
sideration ot understanding, is something quite alien to that tradition.

CHARITY FIRST

Charity is clearly the first requisite for any move towards reunion. While we see
clearly that charity does not mean substituting sentiment for truth, we must grasp this
fact that truth itself cannot be understood, except in the light of charity. If we truly
love our faith, we will share our Lord’s desire that all may come to it, and we shall always
be looking for new light on the faith, no matter from what quarter it may come, Tt
will readily be seen that for Anglicans a first task is to acquire some understanding of
those traditions which exist side by side with our own, and in doing so to discover how
far differences are merely differences of light or emphasis within the same tradition, or
are in fact real departures from apostolic faith, To do this, we must love our brethren,
rejoicing also, in our love for the faith, at those good things which we do hold in common.
This love cannot be given in any spirit of condescension, for we ourselves benefit by it.
Charity will deepen our own understanding of the faith, and will make us tore receptive
of those riches which all who will may find.

Growing in our understanding of those within our own fold, we shali more readily
ook for the good in the ways of our separated brethren. In no way does this mean that
we shall judge them as wholly good and fully in accord with the traditions of Catholic
Christendom. But that which is good we shall declare to be so, encouraging those
who hold any truth in common with us to build for unity on that foundation, The Creed
of § Athanasius comes from the early days of the Church, and does not express in so many
words that growth in understanding of the Christian mysteries which has come to the
Church through the ages under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. None the less, it does
state emphatically that “‘the Catholic Faith in this ; that we worship one God in Trinity
and Trinity in Unity.” Where that faith is confessed there at least is a common foundation.
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THE DISCIPLINE OF TRUTH , R
Love of truth, however, must necéssarily. involve a firm rejection of error, however

. sincerely it may be held. To give ready recognition of sincerity in no’ way implies that

to be sincere is in itself sufficient. We are concerned with a_revealed faith which cannot
be altered by man’s dispositions. Herein lies the hard part of any work for unity, and the
weakness of the ecumenical movement has sometimes lain in its refusal to abide by this
principle. Before the joy of testoted unity can be experienced there is much hard work
to be done. The groundwork of theology must be covered thoroughly. Differences
must be fearlessly exposed, for in no other way can they be resolved. There are occasions
when disagreement can be shown to lie not in fundamentals but . in approach and emphasis.
Moreover, the parties t6 any discussions which may take place must continually re-examine
their own position. The faith revealed by God cannot be altered in substance, but our
understanding of it inevitably grows if we truly submit to the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Above all, the spirit of controversy must be avoided whereever possible, Our aim
must be to dispel error, not simply to prove the other people wrong. Anglicans have
erred, and still are erring in this respect. Christians who really desire unity, while fearless
in exposing error, will be reluctant to impugn the good faith of those from whom-they
differ, and they will certainly not fling taunts at beliefs or practices which they themselves
cannot accept. One encouraging feature of Church life today is the growing desire.to
establish friendly, personal relations between Christians of different - traditions. .

In conclusion, let it always be.remembered that uhity, so dear to the heart of our
Lord, will finally be worked out-in his way. " If humility and charity are given -first place
in all our work fot unity, He will make that way known and provide the grace necessary
for its fulfilment. =~ 7 - -

THE PROBLEM OF CHRISTIAN UNITY

‘AS CONSIDERED BY A ROMAN CATHOLIC

DoMm Brbpr WINSLOW; OS8.B., -

R . Monk of S. Augustinegs Abbey, Ramsgate . "
THERE IS ONE SENSE in which.there is no problem at all for 2 Roman
Catholic concerning Christian Unity. The Roman Catholic holds that
his Church js the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church founded by Jesus
Christ and that Jesus Christ appointed the Bishop of Rome (in the person
of § Peter) as the centre of Unity of His Church. . From which it follows
that Christians who'are in communion with the Holy See are in the Catholic
Church' whilst all othiers are in various degrees of dissent. Now although -
this is true as far a$ it goes it is a very external and legalistic way of looking
at the question. * Directly one considers the fact that the Church teaches
that any person who is validly baptised is baptised into the Roman Catholic
Church a very real problem emerges. ' ‘

The Catholic Church is now seen to be greater than its wirible membership | those
who are.in actual communion with the Pope of Rome. This leads us t6 say that there
are various ways of being members of the Church. - There is also Rome’s teaching that
bishops and priests, although in schism, still retain their valid orders. Since then the
Orthodox Churches and other dissident Eastern churches have true bishops and, priests
it follows that theit people, who are in good faith, live 2 full sacramental life. )

It should be remembered concerning the other Christian groups.that they may have
a real spiritual life based on’the two sacraments of baptism and marriage—they can make
acts of contrition and spiritual cornmunion. 7 .

This being the position, there should be little wonder that Rome, after waiting some

-years to note events, shows a real interest in the Ecumenical Movement, many of hc;

theologian$ now being engaged in a close study of its problems. _ ‘
We will therefore consider the main points of the Instraction of the Holy Office of

20th December, 1949. (This was published in England 3rd March, 1950.) Here it-is

stressed that all diocesan bishops ‘whom the Holy Spirit has placed to rule the Charch of God’

,ought to make a special object of their care and attention this work of ‘reunion’ which

isa particuldr charge and duty of the Church,
There will then be supervision in these mattets. -
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" The Instruction considers two kinds of mixed meetings. One “those at which Catholics
and non-Catholics undertake to meet as equals and discuss matters of faith and morals,
each putting forward the teaching propet to his creed.’ These are not forbidden but
must have the approval of the competent ecclesiastical authority. These meetings may
be open, in which case the laity need special permission to attend ; or they may be meetings
of theologians and to these only priests may be present,

_The other kind of meetings are those at which Catholics and non-Catholics take
counsel togethet concerning joint action in defence of fundamental principles of Christianity
and the natural law. There is no restriction as to who may attend these.

At any of the above meetings Catholics may join in the Owr Father said by their fellow-
Christians.

This tuling may mean a slowing down or a marking time of activities on the Continent
and this from the nature of things, since now all bishops are called upon to take an interest
in the work. What had been the preoccupation of the few has become the task of the
many, what was the concern of specialists is now to be the interest of the ordinary well-
instructed Catholic, what has been happening in many places in a quasi-official way is
now to come about in all places and in an official way.

This historical temper of the people and local circumstances will affect its working
out in practice but it does mean that the Church of Rome as a whole is facing the problem
of reunion, i.c., is facing other Christian bodies as such, apart from her concern for individual
conversions, and this is a tremendous thing. I do not think that Rome has so faced the
other. Christian bodies in the West before.

Two concluding remarks. Fiest, the Catholic bishops must safeguard the faith
of their flock. The Insfruction also directs them to see that the full Catholic teaching is
set forth at the mixed gatherings. The second is concerning prayer.

1,think it may be said in all fairness that the great positive part the Church of Rome
has played in the Ecumenical Movement is onc of organised prayer. We will mention
three such—The Prayers for Christian Unity, established by Pope Leo XTII (in 1897)
from the Ascension to the feast of Pentecost,

In 1909 S Pius X adopted the Church Unity Octave (from January 18—25th) which
had been started by a group of Anglicans. This Oc/ave was given a more ecumenical
outlook in 1935 by the late Abhe Couturier of Lyons. He aimed at an Octae of prayer
for Christian unity, at which all Christians could take part, but in their own respective
places, of worship. They would pray Christ’s own prayer for the unity of His Church
(S John XVII 21). “This,” he says, ‘must become the unanimous prayer of all Christian
people. Then, and not before then, will Christ’s prayer be heard by the Father, because
then alone will the prayet come from the whole Christ, Christ risen and living in every
loyal and sincere soul, true child of the Father.

Great stress is therefore to be placed on this prayer. All Christians can pray and
by it their outlook will be purified and their hearts prepared for the Holy Spirit.

REUNION AND THE ORTHODOX CHURCH

by Miss Herrr Grorgraprs,
Secretary to the Fellowship of S Alban and § Sergins

THE Eastern Orthodox Churches ate represented among the Christian
bodies which participate in the World Council of Churches. The Orthodox
approach to the problem of Christian disunity must, however, be a different
one from those of their separated brethren in the- ecumenical movement.
For the Orthodox, the Chutrch 45 one, and this unity already exists as the
Orthodox Communion. It is her hope that Christians outside this unity
of faith and obedience will be drawn into fellowship with her,

Under the impact of our ecumenical encounters, the growing penitence for separation
between Christians, and the concern inspired by recognition of our Lord’s will that all
His followers should be united in one fold, two factors have rightly been stressed. These
are the claims of charity and of truth on the individual Christian conscience.  On the whole
—though genetalisations tend to be misleading—Protestants have stressed charity as the
way to union between Christians, while the Orthodox have stressed truth.

6




The puzzling thing for most people is that so often the claims of chatity and truth
seem to be incompatible, and the problem arises how they can be reconciled. In fact
it is a false dilemma, It arises because the third facct which is necessary for Unity has
so far been ignoted by the ecumenical movement : this third facet is obedience to a common
authority. Charity, Truth and Obedience are the three qualities which we can see so
clearly in our Lotd’s relationship to His Father : the threefold bond by which His will is
one with the Father’s. So it must.also be for us in the Church.

A COMMON OBEDIENCE '

The claim to be the one true Chutch (which the Orthodox and the Roman Catholics
alike maintain) is at bottom simply the consequence of the response of obedience to
authority. No man can serve two masters, we are told in the Gospel, and we can see
from this that if two men are to be as one, they also must be obedient to the same authority.
The Orthodox believe that just as unity is impossible without a common chatity and truth,
so also it is impossible without a common obedicnee. This obedience in the Orthodox
Chutch is directly given to the Bishop of the diocese, and through him to the local, or
national Synod, but ultimately it is tooted in the Qecumenical Councils which regulate
matters of faith and order for the whole of the Orthodox Church. These Councils have
an absolute authority for the Orthodox, and at the sarne time constitute the bond of union
between the different national churches which make up the Orthodox Communion.

‘The importance of this principle of a common obedience as necessary for unity can
be seen more clearly if we consider some recent examples of Church relations and reunion
schemes which have been under discussion by the Church of England. In these schemes
vatious attempts have been made to arrive at agreement on doctrine (/.. unity in truth)
in order to enable sacramental intercommunion (unity in charity) to be established between
the Christian bodies concerned. But in order to achieve such a result, or to bring it within
sight of possibility, it has been assumed that eithet each body is to continue independently
as regards its discipline and authority (such as is the case for the Church of England and the
Old Catholic Church of Utrecht), or that an entirely new discipline and authority will be
established (as in the case of the Church of South India).

For the Orthodox and Catholic, such a concept of unity is meaningless. It would
be unthinkable that members of the same family, sharing a commeon faith and nourished
at a common meal, should not share a common obedience and discipline. If others join
the family they must necessarily share in the full rights and duties of that family, and
live together in the harmony of a common life, sharing responsibility one for another,
and strengthening each other in loving obedience to the authority which represents for
all the one Father in Heaven,

Thus if, for example, the Church of England were to enter into Communion with
the Orthodox Churches, she would be entitled to the same status which is common to
all, and this would include the obligation to teach the same doctrines and to accept the
same canonical disciplines by which the Church’s life is regulated. ‘This concept of unity
is, as will readily be seen, something far more closely knit and organic than that implied
in many of the schemes for church relations which are at present under discussion. For
many people the prospect of unity in the terms T have set out here as an Orthodox, would
be most unattractive, but my purpose here is not to commend Orthodoxy as such, but
to make clear the &ind of unity which informs their ecumenical vision, This degree of
organic unity cannot be reached overnight by a stroke of the pen.. Many years of patient

rayer and study may be needed before there is sufficient mutual trust and undetstanding
Eet\vecn Christians for them even to wish to come to a unity of this kind. .
GROWING TOGETHER

It is necessaty for us to grow together before we can expect to stay together, Such
a growing together in understanding is the aim of the Fellowship of § Alban and S Sergius,
whete Anglicans and Orthodox and Chtistians of other traditions, join together in friend-
ship for worship and study, The Holy Eucharist is the centre of our prayer together
and friendship and study are encouraged by conferences and meetings and also through
the permanent centre in London of the Fellowship’s work (at S Basil’s House, 52, Ladbroke
Grove, London, W.11). The Fellowship, now in its twenty-ninth year, has already done
much to break down the barriers of ignorance and apathy between Fast and West in
Christendom, and its members have learnt much from each other which is of immediate
value for the spiritual life. Compared with the speed of the “blue-print” type of
ecumenical activity characteristic of an age of air-travel, the Fellowship’s method suggests
the pilgrimage on foot. I think perhaps there is an important truth in this and that we
should more often think of unity in terms of a pilgrimage, rather than as an objective to
be taken by storm, or by strategy. If we do-this we are less likely to be dismayed by the
seeming obstacles in our path, and we shall be able to experience e route through fellow-
ship with our separated Christian brethren, a foretaste of the unity in Christ which is
our goal.




THE FREE CHURCHES AND REUNION

by the Revd DoNaLD LEE,
Chaplain to the Methodists in the University of Oxford

‘THE people of the Free Churches are a very various community. There
are five or six major denominations of them, each with its own history, its
martyrs, its order and doctrines, Within each one of them can be found
vatieties of Churchmanship, differing emphasis and interests. A complete
survey of the position of the Free Churches tegarding Reunion would there-
fore take a very large volume, and a brief article can only indicate a few
facts and a few trends of opinion.

As in all the Christian Communions, there are among Free Churchmen those for
whom the visible unity of the Church is a matter of urgent concern. There are others
for whom it is not a vital interest at all, and yet others for whom all the talk about the
need for visible unity is either 2 dangerous preoccupation with “‘externals” to the neglect
of our “spiritual” unity in Christ, or a dishonouring of our forefathers and their battes
for religious freedom. If conversations about Unity seem to imply that the Free Churches
are no real part of the Church of Christ, and that their ministries are not real ministries
of the Word and Sacraments, it is difficult for the Free Churchman to do other than defend
his position, and bid his critics see *“what God hath wrought” in the centuries of Free
Church devotion and missionary endeavour.

But even if it be made clear that nobody is seriously expecting the Free Churchman
to enter into discussions which imply a denial of the reality of his fellowship in Christ,
he may yet express his diffidence with “What’s wrong with divisions anyhow?” As
he sees it, God has used the division of the Church to ensure the preservation of some
asfpcct of the Truth as it is in Christ, and at the same time has made provision for a variety
of temperaments in a variety of spiritual homes. “Unity may lead to uniformity” he
might say, and because this seems undesirable, there the matter rests for him.

For many another Free Churchman, however, the matter cannot be allowed to rest
there. With all the Lord’s Faithful he believes that the Christian lives by the life of Christ,
and that by His life he is brought into a new mankind, wherein the “‘walls of partition”
which divide the world are broken down. He believes that the receiving of our Lord’s
gift of Himself in the Preaching and the Sacrament is the receiving of the Word of Re-
conciliation, and of the Body wherein all manner of people are made One People. And
he shares the penitent awareness of many in many traditions that the Good News of this
cannot be fully proclaimed by a divided Christendom, and is denied by our separation
at the Place of our Communion in the Body and Blood of Jesus.

CONFLICT OF LOYALTIES

When 2 Free Churchman is driven to this conviction, like other Christians of similar
vision he is in difficulties. He is committed to the cherishing and proclaiming of the
Faith as it is understood in his tradition, and also to seeking ways in which his denomination
might “lose its life to save it.” He may willingly surrender his denominational identity,
but he cannot surrender for the sake of doctrinal unity his conviction that Salvation is a
gift ‘of Grace’ received ‘by Faith, Nor could he accept a unity in Order which denied
his conviction that the Church’s Priesthood is that of a fellowship of Belicvets offering
up spiritual sacrifices, and for that purpose endowed by God with various ministrics.
And because he sees this fellowship as a ‘Kingdom’ as well as a ‘Priesthood,’ he cannot
happily contemplate a united Church whose national establishment might involve it in a
denial of the Kingly Rights of the Redeemer in His Church.

Tt follows that however clear the conviction that Christians should be One, itis
equally clear that dreams of a visible unity cannot come true overnight. The task to be
undertaken is that which lies close to hand. One immediately possible task is that of
getting to know our fellow-Christians, and learning what their traditions mean to them.
Another obvious task, ready to hand, is that of Prayer for Christian Unity. Among Free
Churchmen there are signs of a growing awareness, both of the value of the traditions of
others, and of the realisation that there can be no advancement towards Unity except by
the path of prayer. And with these tasks, there is yet another.

The writer is a Methodist, and he will perhaps be forgiven if he draws particular
attention to the situation which faces his own denomination, though it happens that the
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English Presbyterians are in a nearly similar situation. It is now well known that during
the last year representatives of the Archbishop of Canterbury have been appointed to meet
Methodist representatives to discuss ways in which the two Communions might “‘grow
together,” perhaps by the Methodists “introducing Episcopacy into their system.” Much
more recently, a Methodist member of the National Free Chutch Federal Council (a con-
sultative body representative of all the major Free Churches) laid before the Council a
proposal that immediate steps be taken to form a “United Free Church of England.”
For the Methodist, therefore, another task is the consideration of what these two qguite
different approaches to further Unity involve, and which would better serve the intetests
of the Church of Christ.

SCHISM WITHIN THE CHURCH

On the recent proposal there has been no official Methodist pronouncement, and
there cannot be one unless and until the proposals take more definite shape and are sub-
mitted by the Free Church Council to its constituent denominations for comment. But
on conversations with the Church of England the Methodist Conference of 1952 com-
mented at length. Tt was there agreed that no steps could be taken towards closer telation-
ship with the Church of England unless the Methodists could be assured (1) that it was
recognised that “schism” is “within the Church,” (2) that there would bc accorded to
Methodism the same liberty of interpretation of the meaning of episcopacy as that which
obtains within the Church of England, and (3) that the Methodists wouﬁl not be involved,
by any such new relationship, in a breaking of existing relationship with other Methodist
Churches throughout the world, and with the other Free Churches.

With these reservations in mind, the conversations have been initiated. Their out-
come will be awaited, eagerly or anxiously, by others as well as Methodists. There is
much at stake. How would the cause of Unity be served if, in finding a way of Unity
with the Church of England, the Methodists were cut off from present intercommunion
with wotld-wide communities of Protestants considerably larger than world-wide
Anglicanism? On the other hand, if Methodism’s next move should be into a United
Free Church, how would that serve the cause of a Iarger Unity, if it meuns that the
Methodists, whose history reveals so much indebtedness to the Church of England, as
well as to traditions of Dissent, forsook their position as a mediating group, having
affinities with both Angllcamsm and the Churches of original non-conformity?

These are some of the issues which face the Methodists and other Free Churchmen.,
Because they demand a clear understanding of the history and significance of the several
movements, it may well be that the pursuit of Unity will bring a revival of denominational
self-consciousness: indeed, there are signs that this has begun. 'Many would see the hand
of God in this, and say that it is thus, in the increase of the zeal of /i of us for the various.
Service of the Sanctuary, that there will be kindled what the Abbe Couturier called “the
fire from which there comes the light’ in the darkness and confusion of our estrangement
from one another. . :

ALTAR SERVERS’ FESTIVAL AT LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL
AND PILGRIMAGE TO § CHAD'S WELL

A Servers’ Festival rccently was held at Lichfield Cathedral for
the first time. It was arranged and orgamsed by the Chapter of S Mary
Magdalene, Wednesbury and District.

The day commenced with solemn sung eucharist at 10.30 a.m., when the celebrant
was Fr Hayward, vicar of Friar Park, and chaplain of the Chapter the deacon was Fr
Skelding {vicar designate of Tone) and the sub-deacon was Fr Hibbert (assistant priest
of Friar Park).

Over 200 priests and servers, together with a large congregation took part in the
Service, which was sung to the ‘setting of Merbecke.

During the afternoon, more servers, priests and friends thronged the cathedral and
at 3.15 p.m. over,400 ]omecl the ptlgnmage to S Chad’s Well. Tt was a most impressive
procession, headed by four torch bearers and cross, and chanting the Litany.

At 5 p.m, the cathedral was filled for the singing of the Guild Office in the presence .
of the Lord Bishop, who also preached. During the service the Dean of Lichfield wel-
comed the servers to the cathedral and hoped that it would be an annual event,

The proceeds for the day were to be devoted to § Chad’s Well Fund.
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BETHLEHEM
by D § Lee

A VISIT TO THE GROTTO OF THE HOLY NATIVITY

Sacred, soul-searing spot, once thick with dung,

Now dark, with ugly lamps and icons hung,

Once poor, now richly clad with aged, faded, things
. All set to praise the humble King of Kings.

This tiny, dark, most humble space

Whereon was born the Saviour of our race,

Altar, candles, pictures, holy vessels there

Whete multitudes creep in to pray and stare.

Lonely, pensive monk, silent on one side

Muttering the unutterable Holy Name sits to abide

Near to that ever glorious spot, to sacrifice

All with quiet, concentrated, certainty of faith which does suffice

To pray, to wait, to be at one with Love

And worship with the angels from above.

The noisy tourists clash, smash, brazenly upon
The place which saw the face of God’s own Son.
The clicking, awkward, cameras point and steal
And push their way with unholy zeal.

It breaks my heart I turn away

Nervously sit beside the pious monk to pray
And feel his conscious, dedicated, soul

Warm my heart, my mind control,

He sits, adording, oblivous to the shame

I sit and stare and want to be the same

What does he pray? What can I say?

Afraid to stay afraid to go away.

Tourists noisily depart leaving pain within my heart.
The monk prays on and cannot ever cease
But I must leave and take away my troubled peace.

TEN DAYS IN THE HOLY LAND

by The Bsuor oF THETFORD

(the Rt Revd M P G LroNarp) :
WE were a mixed party of twenty, collected by a Travel Agency for a Christ-
mass pulgrimage to the Holy Land. Owing to the tension that exists
between Israel and Jordan, it was necessary for us to follow the traditional
invasion route through Syria and to approach Jerusalem from the east by
way of Arran and Jericho. We arrived in Bethlehem on Christmass Eve,
in time to sing carols in the courtyard of the Church of the Nativity, under
the guidance of the Bishop in Jerusalem and the Orthodox Patriarch, and
led by a choir of blind Arab girls. We had previously obtained tickets
for the Midnight Mass in the Latin part of the Church, and entered by the
narrow low door which survives as a reminder of the days when this
precaution was taken against the sudden entry of mounted pagans-bent on
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loot and slaughter. The church was packed to suffocation, and the service
was greatly disturbed by the crowds outside the door vainly trying to force
their way past the Arab Legionaries who guarded it. The service ended
with an aged Bishop climbing a ladder to remove a life-sized doll from a
cradle above the Tabernacle, and carrying it in procession round the church

For six days we made our Headquarters in Jerusalem, visiting the Holy places and
making expeditions to Bethany and Emmaus, to Samaria and Jericho, to the traditional
site of the Baptism and to the Dead Sea. Many of the sites of events in the Gospels, to
which. one is taken, are sutely open to doubt, but one looks at them with respect for
the devotion and piety with which they are preserved and visited, but with a certain
dislike for the tawdry trappings with which they are disguised, and still more for the
commercialism that makes a profit out of them. There are exceptions, notably the Garden
of Gethsemane, with its eight ancient Olive trees and violets in full bloom, tended by three
or four old Franciscans busy on their knees with their weeding and their prayers.

From Old Jerusalem we crossed into Israel for four very happy days in Galilee. We
visited Cana and Nazareth, but it was at the ruins of Capcmaum[l): the Sea of Galilee that
we felt we had found the country that Our Lord knew and loved. There we found the
peace and the heart of the Gospel. We saw what might have been Zebedee and his two
sons in a boat fishing, and the descendent of § Peter wading up to his loins casting his
net into the sea, One memorable day we climbed Mount Carmel and stood on the spot
whete Elijah discomfited the priests of Baal. There looking cast, spread out below us
was the fertile plain of Esdraelon, with Mount Gilboa, Mount Tabor and the Nazareth
hills ringing the horizon, and the river Kishon, by no means a “mighty river” today,
winding its way across the plain to the Bay of Haifa,

One cannot but admire the energy and resolution with which the Jews are tackling
the task of bringing the land back into cultivation. Their irrigation schemes and their
reforrestation is most impressive, but one cannot evade the conviction that the majority
of Jews who have flocked back to their historic home, have not returned to their spiritual
heritage. There are religious Jews in Israel, and both they and the Zionists are burning
with a desire to rebuild the Jewish State, bur one with the help of God, the other putting
their faith, if not in horses and chariots, at least in bulldozers and motor-tractors,

THE ROYAL MARTYR : A SERMON FOR
JANUARY 30

by Canon T P BacknHouse

Psalm 105, 15. Towch not miine anovinted.

11 Samuel, 2, 14. _And David said unto bim, How wasi thou not afraid to
stretel forth thine band to destroy the Lord’s ancinted.

and verse 16 Thy month bath fesiified against thee saying, I have slain the Lord’s
Anainted,

TODAY, all loyal membets of the Church of England commemorate the
martyrdom of a King of England who died that the Church in England
might live. His martyrdom was the most savage and beastly murder in
English history, and the man responsible for slaying the Lord’s Anointed
was the most horrible character in English history, Oliver Cromwell.

As is well known, Bishop Creighton wrote “Had Charles been willing to abandon

the Church and give up episcopacy he might have saved his throne and his life, for this
he died and by dying saved it for the future.”

All churchpeople ought to bear in mind King Charles” own words ‘It is not my case
alone, it is the freedom and liberty of the people of England.’

The king stood not only for Christianity but for civilization in England. Cromwell
and the Puritans were opposed to both. Distaeli said that Charles I died for religion and
the poor. His opponents most certainly stood for neither. The Earl of Essex, a typical
Roundhead in his attitude, said ‘T am determined to devote my life to the suppressing
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of the common people.’” People should always remember that one of the chief reasons
that the Puritans opposed both King Charles and Archbishop Laud was that both King
and Archbishop wished to raise wages. The Puritans’ hostility to the Court of Star
Chamber was because this Court refused to allow important Puritans to steal land, and
to break the law. ’ \
" There are some people: who forget that under Oliver Cromiwell historic Christianity
was made an illegal religion, even the private use of the Book of Common Prayer was
made a criminal offence. The Puritans in their hatred of historic Christianity made
Christmass Day illegal, and some of them used to keep Christmass Day by carrying out
so-called trials of Christians. A typical instance was in Norfolk when a priest of the
Norwich diocese had one ‘of these bogus trials on Christmass Day in Norwich, and was
found to be a Royalist. = He was taken back to his own patish and then publicly hanged:

¢ Addleshaw in his book “The High Church Tradition” gives dn instance of a puritan
minister who, after supplanting the. parish priest, rebuked the people in church for using
the Lord’s Prayer. Indeed he told them they would be éternally damned for using the
Eord’s Prayer, because it was not an extempore prayer, :

Oliver Cromwell not only brought the monarchy to an end, but he had the historic
royal regalia meited down. He made the Church illegal, as it had been under certain
Roman emperors, He suppressed Parliament too, and ruled as a military dictator. His
atrocities in Ireland he even gloried in, and as is well known orders were given to kill all
priests. His claim that in all these actions he had the support of his God, showed how
widely his God differed from the true God. :

¢ One would think that the facts were so plain, that any rational man would support
the cause of the King and that no sane person would support the cause of a man who
suppressed the Monarchy, the Church and Parliament.  Human nature is unfortunately
so odd that many people have taken the side of Cromwell. Even so-called church people
have done this. The incredible happened in 1927 and 1928 for the proposed Prayer
Book actually omitted the name of King Chatles ; for this reason alone we ought to be
thankful that the proposed book never became law. ’

The main reason for the neglect of King Charles and the support of Cromwell is of
course the writings of the Whig so-called historians. Whiggery is the nastiest movement
. in English history and Whig untruths have unfortunately infected so many history books.
Whiggery like Oliver Cromwell was always anti-clerical and anti-Church, even opposing
the building of churches. .
1~ Those of us who know the truth about the Royal Martyr and also the truth about
Oliver Cromwell, should not remain silent, but do everything we can to teach other people
what we believe t6 be the truth and indeed know to be the truth. We have recently been
thinking about 8§ Paul. Archhishop William Temple used to emphasise that one im-
portant lesson of 8 Paul’s life is the paramount duty of acting with full vigour in the cause
one judges to be right. Churchpeople are often so feeble in their actions, The members
of the Church must, and T mean muss, have the feast of Charles, King and Martyr, restored,
to every copy of the Prayet Book, from which it was most wickedly removed under Whig,
influence. We must all do something to make the Church of England value her heritage
and the debt we owe to our martyred King and also our martyred Archbishop. By
talking to people, by letters to the press and to those who write books we should gradually,
convince people of the truth.

. Our cause is rightous. The power of evil may be strong, but with God’s help we’
will prevail and King Charles wilFoncc more be honoured by the whole church.

‘ - FORTHCOMING EVENTS
29T11 DECEMBER. CHRISTMASS FESTIVAL or CHAPTER or e INCARNATE
i WORD. 11.30 a.m, High Mass, SS§ Michael afid George, Fulwell, 3 p.m. Guild

Office, etc. All servers are invited. Names to Bro P E Gilkes, 21, Antaby Rd.,
Teddington, Middx, t -

. 1957
12rn JANUARY. SOUTHWARK DIOCESAN SERVERS’ FESTIVAL, S. Alphege,
. Southwark. '

Iéfea.re let the Editor know in good time of festivals, pilgrimages and other local occasions, so that
o - they may be brought to the notice of readers in general. ’
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RITUAL NOTES

All M.C:s and servers will be pleased to
learn that 2 new edition of this well known
book is now available.

*

This Tenth Edition has been thoroughly revised and
largely re-written by the present editor of The Order of
Divine Service and _Awglican Services, The sections on the
Kalendar have been brought up to date in accordance
with the recent revisions, and those on the Holy Week
functions revised to accord with the form now alone
authoratative in the Western Rite. The details of these
services, together with those of Candlemass and Ash
Wednesday, have been placed together in a separate
chapter. '

All who are concerned with the ordering of the
Church’s services will find Rifwa/ Notes to be an invalu-
able and reliable guide. ~

Demy 8vo goopp, bound in red cloth boards,

Price 27s. 6d. by post 28s. 6d.

Obtainable of all Church booksellers or direct from the
Publishers.

Write for catalogue of other useful books for setvers |

*

W. KNOTT & SON Ltd.

8-16 CORONET STREET
LONDON, N.1.
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SOME GOLD COAST SERVERS — AND OUR
FIRST MONK g

by Canon H B Martin  Diocese of Acera)

I FIRST visited the Northern Tetritories of the Gold Coast, British West
Africa, some six years ago. Although the month was August, they had
not then had their Easter Communion, as we have no ptiest in the whole of
_that arca, But the church is there. And often there are servers. Mr
Amorin, of the Rural Water Development section of the Public Works
Department, was then stationed in Tamale, capital of the Northern Terri-
tories. He served, giving thanks for having been privileged to serve at
the altar for 25 years, so afterwards he received a special blessing in honout
of his jubilee.

He had been trained at the oldest church in the diocese, formerly the garrison chapel
of Cape Coast Castle. He had been M.C. at Holy Trinity Cathedral, Accta, and now
single-handed he provided all my wants at a Sung Mass with incense in the Sanitary
Department workshop. .
Sirrce then as a civil servant he has been moved to Kumasi, the capital of the Ashanti.
This is only 35 miles down the great North Road from where T am stationed at Mampong,
Ashantl,  Several times he has come cver for great festivals to stay with my African
colleague in the town, to visit his daughter who is training as a teacher in our college,
and to act as subdeacon at High Mass. Sister Isabella says “When I see Mr Amorin
in the sanctuary, then I feel everything will be all right.”

Some of our servers are now in England as students, David Duah used to be thurifer
at the Convent of Qur Lady and § Monica, Ashanti Mampong, before he came to do a
commercial course in Brighton. He had a white Sister as sacristan, and a black girl to
carry the hoat.

One of the last acts of Bishop Daly as Bishop of Accfa was to bless Bernard Ananie
before his clothing as 2 novice in the Order of § Benedict at Nashdom Abbey. Two
servers from Gold Coast attended their Bishop as he thus handed over to Abbot Augustine
this faithful catechist and server who is the first West African to become a monk in the
Anglican communion. -

On the feast of the Assumption this year I was present at Nashdom Abbey with another
white Oblate from West Africa and an African Oblate to witness the profession in simple
vows of Brother Bernard Clement, O.S.B.

I sat in choir as an Oblate and Brother Bernard Clement was beside me.  After Terce
the choir monks went out to join the procession of the Abbot’s party from the chapter
rootn, Pontifical Mass followed to the Offertory,

Then the assistant novice master fetched my neighbour, who standing at the west
end of the choir between the cantors intoned the first part of the Act of Profession, vowing
to live under the three vows of stability, monastic observance and obedience. The
novice’s companions led him forward and he sang on a low note “Stablish me according #o
Thy word and I shall live ; and let me not be disappointed of my hope. Twice more they advanced,
and each time the novice sang the same words on a higher note. He came to the Epistle
corner, and signed the Deed with Father Abbot. . ’

He was censed and his new clothes were blessed. All knelt to sing Vews Creator
and the novice became a monk as his clothes were changed in the midst of the choir.
For this occasion Brother Bernard Clement was clothed in the cowl of a choir monk,
though if he does not go on to be ordained he mav never wear it azain. He re eived the
kiss of peace from evety member of the community, and he was installed in choir.

The Mass proceeded, the deacon sang the Confizeor, and Brother Bernard Clement,
Q.S.B., received Holy Communion, Thus the Anglican Chutch in the Gold Coast has
its first African monk. i

Brother Bernard Clement misses the sun of his native land, but he has found the
warmeh of family affection among the sons of S Benedict, Such is the fruit of the works
of Dom Bernard Clements, O.5.B., who asked this lad to take the name of ‘Bernard’
when he was baptised, .

Noze—The diocese of Accra is co-terminous with the country now known as Gold Coast,
which will very shortly be receiving its independence under the new name of Ghana.
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THE OCCASIONAL OFFICES

by the Revd Wm H BarnARD,
Rector of Hinton Martel, Dorset

IIl. — PRIVATE AND ADULT BAPTISM

INTRODUCTION

THERE are two “occasions” in life for which our Prayer Book provides
a Service, which we must consider before we leave the subject of “Christian
Initiation™ which has occupied our thoughts in the last six articles.

Portunately, one of these “occasions” is rare today, namely the Baptism
of a baby in danger of death. The other, Adult Baptism, is becoming more
frequent with a slow but sare return to the Christian Faith of many of our
fellow-citizens.

In order to understand better the reasons for these two Services, we
might well do what is called in a certain Radio Programme, “recap” a little.
In any case, as it is neatly two years since these articles began, no doubt
most of our readers have forgotten what was written at the start |

First then a Summary to remind ourselves of

1. BAPTISM IN GENERAL

(@) In the Early Chureh, candidates for Holy Baptism were normally edwits, who,
before they were admitted to the Christian Family had to promise that they were prepared
to repent of their past sins. ‘They expressed their befief in the Christian Faith and undertook
to atey their new obligations as Christians.

Instruction to help them understand all that these promises involved was given
previously to Baptism and lasted for a long period. Sponsors were required to vouch
for the suitability of the candidates.

After Baptism the laying-on-of-hands followed as soon as convenient (straight away
if the Bishop was present), and first Communion was given at the Easter Mass which
usually concluded the whole ceremony.

Allthis, of course, pre-supposed that the Baptism of Adu/tr was the normal proceeding .

(&) Infant Baptism was, however, permitted as certain New Testament passages
indicate, but was confined to children of Christian parents. There could be no question
of, or meaning in, baptising infants who were to be brought up in heathen surroundings.

But as Christianity spread, Infant Baptism became normal and that of adults more
exceptional. In fact no English Prayer Book contained a Service for Adw/t Baptism untit
1662. The reason for the latter we shall consider in a moment.

The infant to be baptised, unconscious of all that was happening to him, had to have
instruction later. His sponsors became more important and had to promise that their
god-child would be taught and trained to he a worthy member of the Christian Church,
Confirmation was delayed until the child reached a competent age, “years of discretion,”
and be able to distinguish between good and evil.

In addition, with Baptism becoming more frequent, it meant that the parish priest
normally administered the Sacrament and Confirmstion had again to be postponed until
a Bishop could be present, Thus the rite of Christian Initiation, Baptism and Confirma-
tion, became divided.
© We must never forget then, that although Infant Baptism is now most common, it
has benerally been regarded as an exception or privilege which the Church allows.

The Church says, in effect, “Yes, we will admit this baby into God’s Family, but only
on the very clear understanding that he, or she, will be brought up in the closest relation
with the Christian Society.”

Otherwise, as sad to say is often the case today, the whole ceremony becomes meaning -
less, and almost a mockery if not a superstition.

At the same time, the Church is very anxious that no child should be denied Baptism,
and so provides, in addition to Public Baptism for the
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2. PRIVATE BAPTISM of children in houses or hospitals,

The Rubric, at the beginning of the Service, states that “the Curates of every Parish
shall often admonish the people that they defer not the Baptism of their children longer
than the first or second Sunday pext after their birth . . . . unless upon a great and reason-
able cause.” ‘

The causes are sickness or living a long distance from the church.

When, however, there is an emergency, the child being very weak or ill and possibly
in danger of death, then the following points are to be observed :—

(@) Actnal Baptism is to be petformed by ponring water on the child, not by dipping
the thumb in water and marking the child. Usually a small spoon containing a few
drops of water is used for this. The child’s Christian name is to be given and the Scriptural
formula of the Trinity used. - The only other prayers to be used are the Lord’s Prayer.
before and a Prayer of Thanksgiving afterwards, though if time permits and conditions
allow, other collects from the Public Baptism Service may be used. '

- The minister of the Sactament is to Ee the Parish Priest if possible, or “any other
lawful ministef” in extreme emergency. This means any Christian man or woman,
preferably not a patent, and a man, rather than a woman. :

(b) Reception imro the Church. 1f the child, thus baptised, lives, then he must be publicly
and formally received into the Christian Family naturally at the church, the meeting place
of the Family. . )

The remainder of the Prayer Bock Service provides for this reception. The Priest
is to' make sure that the actual Baptism was properly and lawfully catried out by asking
certain questions. If there is any doubt, there is a formula for condizional Baptism provided
at the end of the Service. There is no question of re-baptising of course. '

. - Godparents make the usual promises as to the child’s upbringing, The priest takes
the child into his arms to receive Him and sign him with the sign of the Cross on the
forehead, . : ) ‘

* Finally, there is an exhortation to the godparents, who are to see that the child is
brought to the Bishop later on for Confirmation,

3. ADULT BAPTISM, .
© “The ministration of Baptism to such as are of riper years and able to answer for
themselves” is very similar to that of the Public Baptism of Infants. As we have said
previously, it was included for the first time in 1662 when some of the natives working
on the plantations in the British West Indies and other British colonies, were being con-
verted to Christianity., The existing Baptism Service was obviously unsuitable. In
addition, a number of people in England, known as Anabaptists, had grown up unbaptised
as 2 result of Puritan influence in the Cromwellian era, many of whom wished to become
Chutch people, .
Although the Adult Baptism Service is similar to the one for Infants, with the obvious
necessary and appropriate changes in wording, yet there are some very instructive

DIFFERENCES TQ NOTE, o

As we have seen, the original form of Baptism was drawn up for Adults, The term
“riper years” is not defined, but as the final rubric of the Service mentions “years of
discretion,” it would seem to be that the new Service was intendéd for those of Confirma-
tion age, perhaps from 10 years old and upwards.

A week’s notice must be given to the Bishop to allow for examination of the candidates
and ensure there has been sufficient instruction in the Christian religion. Thus the ancient
connection of the Bishop with Baptism is provided for, together with the necessity for
proper teaching, - )

The candidate is exhorted to propare for Baptism by prayer and fasting. This again
is a reminder of the old vigil service when, you may remember, candidates spent all night
in church previous to their Baptism, Confirmation and first Communion, The rule of
Fasting, especially for the younger person, is a little uncertain.  The greater part of the
Western Church has said it is to be from midnight as for Holy Communion.

Godparents are required, not as sponsors, but ds witnesses of the candidate’s Baptism
and to introduce the new member to the Family. We can compare it to our custom of
having a proposer and seconder to nominate a new metnbet for a club or secular society.
The actual answers to the questions in the service are made by the candidate himself.

. A different Gospel is provided as might be expected. It is the story of Nicodemus
coming to our Lord, in which the necessity of being born “‘of water and of the Spirit” is
stated.. The exhortation following this is a little different. ‘The final exhortation of the
Service speaks of the newly baptised being made “children of light.”
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After it are fwo more rabrics. The first expects that Confirmation and First Communion
will follow ““so soon after as conveniently may be.” This again is a link with the old
services of Christian Initiation.

The second states that children who have not reached “years of discretion” but arc
no longer babies, may have the Service of Infant Baptism by changing the work “infant”
to “child.”

CONCLUSION

Quite obviously then, out Prayer Book still expects the old sequence of Baptism,
Contirmation and First Communion to follow each other as closely as possible. The
appropriate instruction which is necessary beforchand, we shall consider next time.

A- closer study of these occasional Baptismal services should leave no doubt or
uncertainty in our minds as to the views of our Mother Church on the importance and
meaning of Holy Baptism,

Unformunately, the Church has not always carried out in practice what Her Prayer
Book expects. But that is no excuse for Christian people to plead ignorace :

Pray God, that we at least may come to understand more and more, so that we in
turn can help others to see what glorious privileges are offered by Baptism into Christ’s
Mystical Body, the Church. At the same time we shall realise more the solemn responsibili-
ties which out Churchmanship implies.

THE 220th GENERAL COUNCIL

A COUNCIL was held in London on Saturday, 13th Qctobet, with the
Warden in the chair, and the Deputy Lay Warden, Bro Wale, Fr Loveless,
the Treasuter, the Secretary and twenty councillors present.  Six members
sent apologies for absence.

New Chapters are formed at Broken Hill, New South Wales (The Sacred Passion) and
Mid-Cornwall {§ Wyllow and all the Cornish Saints) and there are revivals of the Chapters
of Holy Trinity, Accra, 8 Francis of Assisi, Stafford, Robert Gray, Durban, Natal, and
S Felix, Lowestoft.

"The Council’s greetings were sent to the Chapter of 8 Benedict Biscop, Newcastle-on-
Tyne, who celebrated their Golden Jubilee on October 20th.

The draft annual reports of the Guild and the Candidates for Ordination Fund and a
balance sheet for the yeat ending 30th September were received and these will be included
in the March issue in time for the Annual Meeting in London in Eastertide.

1t vras stressed that the gifts made by the C.O.F. could only be to those candidates
at Theological Colleges or had been accepted by a Bishop and was progressing to a Theologi-
cal College.

'I‘legSEIWER's financial position remains static but if each reader would try and influence
another server to take it the whole situation would change.

Concern was exptressed that very few had ordered tea for the Autumn Festival at
London Docks on the following Saturday, .

Grave concern was expressed to the fact that though the Guild’s year for Annual
Returns ended at Mid-Lent some thirty Chapters had not sent in all or some of the returns
despite requests by the Secretary-General. Lack of this detailed information sericusly
affected the financial reports.

After discussing various minor matters the Council rose at 5.30 p.m.

WALSINGHAM. The last issue described the Guild’s chapel as in the Holy House,
This of course is an error, The chapel is in the Pilgrimage Church which covers and
protects the shrine of the Holy House of Our Lady.

The Holy House is a replica of the original building built by Richeldis de Faveraches
circa 1061, and not, as stated in one well-known guide book, the actual house of the Holy
Family transported from the Holy Land, and certainly Our Lady never lived there in
person, Richeldis built her chapel as a replica of the house at Nazareth in which Our
Lady lived. The present Holy House (erected 1931) stands inside the larger pilgrimage
church (1938) and contains, enshrined above the altar, the venerated statue of Our Lady
of Walsingham.
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PERSONS AND THINGS SEEN IN CHURCH
' by Canon S C Joap

IT is a very long time since the author of these lines was introduced tothe
study of the French language and given a book bearing the optimistic title
“French without Tears.” So diligent was his study of this book, and so
prolonged, that he can to this day remember by heart the commencement of
one of its exercises :—""Nous vivons dans wne maison. (On'est ce quenons
vayons dans une maison?”  “We live in a house, What do we see in a house?”
The Editor has suggested a series of articles about the House of God, and
no better statement of the purpose of these writings could be expressed
than the beginning of the French exercise quoted above. “We live in a
house”—the House of God, for although we are not physically present in
the House all day or even every day, it is our spiritual home, the visible
embodiment of the Household of God, the Catholic Church, into which
we entered at Baptism. “What do we see in a house?” What do we see
in the House of God? It will be my endeavour to try and answer this
question and to give some account of the-reason for the things and people
to be found in church. .

First, we enter the building through a door, and the main door is often approached
through an open porch,  Church porches have not quite the same significance today that
they possessed in times gone by. Today the porch is where we pause before enteringthe
church ; it often provides a doot mat for wiping our shoes (an important, if somewhat
neglected observance). Herte too we may meet fellow-worshippers entering or leaving
the building. The porch oftent contains a board for notices of services, and the secular
authorities love to use it-for posting up information about refuse collection, or the renewal
of public house licences, This may Ee rather irritating to the more sensitive among us
but it is a valuable reminder that the modern State, for all its absorption in material things,
yet retains the hope that its citizens will go to church, Busy parish priests are apt to
overlook the importance of notices of services, and it sometimes happens that the list is
very much out of date. The present writer can remember seeing in a certain church
porch in the year 1925, the list of men for whom prayers were desired as far back as 1914,
and who wete then serving in the Great War. This is where a server could relieve his
parish priest of one little bit of detail, by offering to write out the notices of services and
the times of confessions, etc. A tactfurapproach to the parish priest would, I am sure, -
be appreciated by him, for it is often the little things that are extra, that make a busy priest’s
life something of a burden to him, and especially when a holiday is long overdue. In
days gone by the porch was to some extent used for services; e, g. the first parts of the offices
of Baptism and Marriage were said there. In the days when the Church in country districts
was deplorably slack, porches were sometimes used for storing ploughs and other farming
implements, whilst its use as a stall for the parish bull was not unknown, The porch for
us today is the place of final preparation for entering the House of God, and as part of
this preparation there is often to be found the provision of holy watet, To make the
sign of the Cross with the blessed water is of course to remind outsclves of our Baptism.
At the font all sin, both original and actual, is forgiven through the cleansing water of
Holy Baptism conveying, as it does, the New Birth into the Family of God. The holy
water in the basin is not a sacrament, although it is commonly called a ‘Sacramental.’
The use of warter in a symbolic manner goes back to heathen times and the ancient Romans
used what they called“ Agua lustralis” with which to sprinkle themselves. The Christian
use of blessed water can be traced as far-back as the 3rd centuey, 2 formula for blessing it
being found in the Apostelic Constitutions (a book dating from that time). 'The present
form of blessing consists of two distinct exorcisms and blessings said over salt and water ;
the blessed salt is then cast into the water in the Name of the Holy Trinity. When we use
it as we enter the church it should be with sorrow for sin, and with love for God, Who in
His mercy “hath promised forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty repentance and
true faith turn unto Him.”
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BROTHER JOHN’S JOTTINGS

IN an issue devoted to the subject of Unity it is not unfitting to call attention
once again to the Christmass poster campaign. This is an effort in which
Anglicans can join with Roman Catholics in 4 united effort to display posters
of the Nativity during Advent as a counter-blast to the super-materialist
and commercial advertising which in modern times heralds the birth of
Christ. Every parish and every Chapter should be able to help. The
Archbishop of Canterbury wrote to the organisers : “It is altogether splendid
and should play a really important part in bringing the truth of the Christian
Gospel back into the hearts and minds of people. I pray that God’s
blessing may rest upon you and upon what you have done.” The address
of the headquarters, who will send descriptive literature, is : The Christmass
Poster Campaign, 19 Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2.

January 17th brings the feast of § Anthony the Hermit (cirea 1216-1272).  His body
was enshrined at Vienne, near Lyons, in the 11th century, and a religious order of hos-
pitallers—the Order of S Anthony of Vienne—was cst;ﬁlishcd to tend sick pilgtims to
his tomb. This order spread all over Europe. Its branches, called ‘commanderies’ were
to be found in this country, among them § Anthony’s, Threadneedle Street, in the City
of London. The otder subsequently tnerged with the Otder of § John of Jerusalem and
its members served in the Crusades as a kind of primitive R.A.M.C. Henry 111 gave the
advowson of All Saints’, Hereford, to this order and in the south chapel of that church
you will find a modern window depicting S Anthony.

The season of church fetes is now far from us, but I cannot help quoting from a
+leaflet advertising a fete held last year in-a Pretoria parish, sent me by a priest friend.
“Dainty Teas, Hot Soup, Curry and Rice, Hot Dogs and Hamburgers will be served
during the afternoon,” How much more enterprising than the cups of tea and sandwiches
?t our fetes! It seems difficult to imagine hot dogs and hamburgers on the vicarage
awn,

Some years ago a charming book, Saram Close, was published telling the story of the
choristers of Salisbury Cathedral through the ages. It tells how in pre-reformation
times the boys received a small extra payment for singing the Advent Antiphons at Vespers.
This payment used to be entered in the cathedral accounts as “pro ££0.” In later years, the
use of the anthem lapsed but the extra payment continued, being entered by clerks ignorant
of its origin as “pre Leo.”” The author comments that the boys probably imagined that
their extra pocket money just before Christmass came from some benevolent lion, a beast
\Sv}?rtgy to take its place with those mythical friends Moreover the Dog and the Child

e-Bear.

SOUTHERN COUNTIES FESTIVAL

On October 6th the Chapters of Brighton, Bognor, Worthing and Portsmouth sang
the Office in Chichester Cathedral. Fr R Eckersley, chaplain of the Portsmouth Chapter,
officiated and the sermon was preached by the Archdeacon of Lewes. A procession of
witness followed in which 150 robed servets and 10 priests took part ; stations were made
at the shrine of 8 Richard, the chancel entrance and at the high altar.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
THE PURPOSE AND FUNCTION OF THE G.SS.

!
SIR, . .
. Your correspondent, Bro Macdonald-Milne, . raises a vital point. We who consider
ourselves to be Catholics have such a lot to offer. It would be a wonderful leavening for
our Church were the G.S.S. to accept that the catholic party need not be on the defensive
nowadays, and by a subtle twist of emphasis, to change from the semi-sacial organisation
it tends to be into a vitai evangelising (although not evangelicat !} force.

} Bach Chapter should make a point of :— :

(a)i extending the number of churches it visits, and thus extending its witness ;
(£)! extending its range eventually to all churches which use servers.

¢ (Of course, an ifnplication of this is that for our witness to be effective our practice
must be perfect, so that a side-effect of such a campaign would be the raising of our own
standards,) By both these means the full Cay:hp_ﬁc implications of our Anglican faith
can be disseminated, by the hallowed methods of exampie and witness. .

' This can readily be done without any sacrifice of our principles, as this Chapter can
show. Servers from a relatively ‘low’ church were brought into the Guild some years
ago by the enthusiasm of the previous secretary. ' While they have gained by being im-
mersed in well-ordered catholic practice, the Chapter has suffered no ‘dilution’ of principle.

+ In this way, we feel, the Guild can best serve the Church.

) ’ PerEr F Wacner  (Brother)

Wélwyn Garden City, Herts. Jack Broww (Chapter Secretary)
© June, 1956, " Chapter of the Transfiguration, Welwyn.
SiR,

, With reference to the letter from Bro Macdonald-Milne, I feel that if we leacn as
much as we can about the Church by reading and instruction, and encourage visitors to
our Guild services (I find that it is a good idea to get those who might probably disagree
with us to attend, and with care and understanding they may go away with sympathy,
and like Oliver Twist may ‘ask for more’ )—and as there is such a variety in the rite and
customs in use let us learn to try and appreciate all that is permitted, without dictating as
in II (a). of ‘concrete suggestions’ where ¢.g. Benediction, is banned.

| My experience, such as it is, leads me to the effect that mn/ess the Parish Priest approves
of the G.8.8., any encouragement that the local Chapter may get will be lukewarm, and
to get his co-operation depends upon the tact and skill of its members ; it is applied
psychology that is needed, and one must remember that the G.8.8. is renowned (outside
its ranks) for being full of Cranks and Spikes, and we must show that this is pot true in
1956, and must set out to attract the Man-in-the-Street and utilise the primary senses of
smell, sight, touch, taste, hearing, etc., as a means to an end ; i.e. to work for the Greater
Giory of God.

; . {Dr) RicHarD MaNCLARK.
Gt. Bookham, Sutrey.
July, 1956,

SIR, : . .

I have recently been asked for a number of second-hand goods, among them being
statues of S James the Great, S Martin of Tours and § Edmund, King and Martyr, also
for small sanctuary lamps.

The statues should be about, or between, 2 feet to 3 feet in height, so should any
priest have any such for disposal, I would be glad to make him an offer.

While T am not in the habit of dealing in second-hand goods, yet I am always willing
to help where I can in supplying a need when appealed to.

In addition, I have a lot of one-act skctcﬁes, approximately 30 minutes, also many
full length plays by Shakespeare, Shaw, Alfred Sutro and others, royalty and non-royalty
alike, which 1 wilfr willingly give to any Church Dramatic Society for the price of the
carriage. This will be about 7/6 if sent outside London. :

88, William Road,
Regents Park,
London, N.W.1.

CyriL BrITTON
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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

THE CHURCH UNICN exists to further and defend the Catholic
Faith in the Anglican Cemmunion. Since the days of the Trac-
tarians it has been the only effective safeguard against attacks
from within and without, and membership is urged upon all who
believe that the Catholic tradition represents the true mind of
the Church of England.

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees and
a small headquarters staff. The General Councii elected by diocesan
committees is the governing body whose work is carried out
by the Executive Committee. The Cathoiic Group organises the
sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. The Theological,
Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed of members with
specialised knowledge. The Church Literature Association pub-
lishes books, filmstrips, and tracts upon a considerable scale.
The Church Social Action Committee arouses interest in social
matters, The Pilgrimage Committee arranges pilgrimages to holy
places. The Fiery Cross Committee links together churches
and communities engaged in prayer for the conversion of England.
The Council of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comprising
the superiors of the men’s religious communities and the Church
| Union organises the campaign during the octave January 18th
to 25th each year. The Overseas Department assists priests and
others in the mission field, The Church Observer (3d. monthly,
4/6 post free annually} is the monthly newspaper ; and the Fiery
Cross Inset (5/- per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with
H definite Catholic teaching.

Members pay an annual minimum subscription of 2/6 and take
L part in this work. Members are normally attached to branches

which organise festivals, special services, and meetings of every
description, They have a direct voice in the policy of the
Union through the diocesan committees elected from branch
members.

THE CHURCH UNION

Lorp HaLiFax House, 6, HYDE PARK GATE, LoNDON, S.W.7,

Telepitone— Telegrams—
WESTERN 3531 ANGCATHCON, SOUTHKENS, LONDON




"NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

§ JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA, PORTSMOUTH

The patronal festival of this Chapter was held in 8§ John’s, Forton, Gosport, in July,
by permission of the vicar, Fr G Munro. Six priest-associates and 60 servers and a
congregation of friends and families sang the Guif’d Office, led by Bros H Strugnell and

. N. Talling 2s cantors. Fr R Eckersley officiated and Bro P Dupp was the organist.

After the Office the sermon was given by the Archdeacon of Portsmouth (Ven E J K
Roberts) and the service ended with a procession of the robed servers and clergy; led by
the servers of S John, Forton. After the service the congregation of S John served tea
and light refreshments to the assembled company in the Church Hall, A vote of thanks
for this kind gesture was proposed by the secretary of the Chapter, Bro R H M Perkins,
and received with acclaim, ' : . ) .

THE HOLY GRAIL, WATFORD

This Chapter solemnly sang their Office in St Alban’s Cathedral on July 21st, when
- about 80 servers and nine priests from all parts of the diocese attended, together with a- -
genéral congregation of about 300. Fr Forrest, vicar of § John, Watford, the Chapter’s
chaplzin, officiated and Fr Mumford of St Albans preached on the Beauty of Holiness and
Holy fear, A feature of the service was the procession and pilgrimage to the Shrine of
§ Afban, in which the congregation took part. After the censing of the shrine the usual-
pilgrimage prayers of S Alban were recited. ’ .

.

$$ BONIFACE AND WILLIBRORD, GERMANY

This Chapter held its third meeting of the year at the church of S Nicholas, Royal
Air Force, Bruggen, on July 18th. There were some fifty members of the public in the
congregation, The Chapter’s chaplain, Fr L E M Claxton, officiated. Eight candidates
wete admitted and the Guild Office was sung. Brothers John Mee and Keith Gibbons
acted as cantors. The address was given by the Revd G W N Groves, Assistant Chaplain-
. in-Chief, Royal Air Force. Credit must be given to the Chapter secretary, Bro Peter Hali,
who as secretary for such a large area was successful in having such a large number of
candidates for admission. Four of these had travelled some 120 miles for the occasion,
Thanks are also due to Bro Roy Johnson for his help with the general administration. -
After the service tea was provided undet the arrangements made by Padté Dagger,
unit chaplain of Royal Air Force, Bruggen, to whom our grateful thanks were expressed.
The sum of £3 3s, was collected and sent to C.O.F. Hope was expressed that the next
Chapter meeting would take place in the early autumn at R.A.F.; Sundern. This will be
the first time for many months that a Chapter meeting has been held so far away from
its headquarters. ’ . c

§ BENET BISCOP, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE

This Chapter celehrated the Golden Jubilee of its formation in October 1906 with a
Solemn Eucharist on October 20th in the Cathedral Church of S Nicholas, Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, at noon. In the afternoon the solemn singing of the Guild Office was
followed by sermon, processionr and solemn Te Deuns. The Lotrd Bishop of the diocese,
Right Revd Noel Baring Hudson, ptesided and preached. :

v

S LAWRENCE THE DEACON, READING, BERKS

The Chapter Office was sung in § John’s, Kidmore End, on July 25th, when two
priests and. 18 servers were present. Among the congregation was a welcome guest,
Sir Almeric Rich, governor of H M Borstal Institution, Huntercombe, and two of his
setvers, Fr Isherwood, a priest-associate, sang the Office and the vicar of the parish
preached the sermon. All were welcomed at the vicarage by the vicar afterwards for
refreshments, © . -

. In September, by the kind invitation ‘of Sit Almeric Rich, we visited the chapel of
S Peter at the Huntercombe Borstal Institution for our monthly meeting. The Office
was sung, our chaplain; Fr A Clifford Wilson (vicar of 8 Laurence’s, Reading) officiated
and also gave the address.

.
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S EDWIN, HARROGATE

Members of the Chapter, for the second year in succession, visited Mircfield for the
Community’s Commemoration Day.. They also took part in the Northern Chapters,
Festival in 8 Mary’s, Bishophill, and York Minster.

Allerton Mauleverer was visited on July 27th and on October 5th our feast of title,
we visited Holy Trinity, Knaresborough. = With the discovery of $ Edwin’s palace
mentioned in press and radio we are glad to know our patron i3 becoming famous.

'A very happy occasion was the marriage of Bro A E Adams on September 1st. The
priests and servers were all members of the Chapter.

THE HOLY GRAIL, WATFORD

The Chapter’s garden party followed by Benediction at S Francis, Broadfields, Wat-
ford} was a very happy occasion and our thanks are due to Fr Davis and his friends for
their wonderful hospitality.  Bro Councillor Day arranged a coach party from St Albans,
the first occasion this has ¥>cen possible for many years.  Bro Edden spoke at some length
on the work of C.O.F,, giving particulars which have been published in Tur SERVER,
and said that though he realised the great help our Chapter gave, yet he would be glad to
have more. . It was the feast of OQur Lady’s Birthday, and we had Mary’s weather with blue
- sky and sunshine. The absence of Bro Turner, our secretary, as a result of a road

accident, was much regretted and hopes were expressed for his speedy recovery.

$ WILLIAM OF NORWICH

The Chapter visited Hempton, near Fakenham, in September and after the Guild
Office at which the vicar, Fr Leavey, welcomed the brethren, the new nave and chapel
of the Blessed Sacrament were inspected. This church, which was described in the
last issue, has a devoted and growing congregation who have rised over £4,000 in four
years to pay for its much needed extension.

In October the Chapter visited S Peter’s, Kirkley, Lowestoft, where they joined the
revived Lowestoft Chapter of S Felix to sing the Office,

RIS,

v
H

|  MELBOURN DAY

MILVERTON — SOMERSET
ECCLESIASTICAL - VESTMENT - MAKERS

- SERVERS COTTAS

PLAIN COTTON CAMBRIC SQUARE YOLK'

BOYS' 18" I3/6ea. 20" 14/6 22" 15/6
MENS’ 26" 18/6ea. 28" 21/6 30" 22/6

'PRIESTS COTTAS (CUT VERY FULL)
SQUARE YOLK & SQUARE CUT SLEEVE 30/-ea.

CASSOCKS AND COTTON ALBS .
MADE TO PURCHASER'S REQUIREMENTS
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) S JOHN BAPTIST, TORBAY

This Chapter visited Lapford, North Devon, and Barnstaple on August Bank Holiday.
The patty comprised setvers and members of the congregations of All Saints’, Babbacombe,
8 Marychurch Parish Church; All Saints’, Torre; § Michael’s and S John’s churches,
Torquay ; 'S Andrew’s and S Michael’s churches, Paignton, and § Peter’s, Brixham. -

At Lapford chusch the.rector (Revd H P Judd) sang the Mass of the Transfiguration
of Our Lord. o - . .

In a shott talk to his visitors Fr Judd sald that Lapford Chutch was about 700 years
old and teplaced an earlier building, It was dedicated to § Thomas of Canterbury, and
a few years ago, when the porch was rebuilt, there was found walled-up what was believed
to he a relic of the Patron Saint, which the rector showed to the servers present, The

-¢hurch was one of several Devon churches built by the family of Tracy in expiation of
the part paid by one of that family in the mutder of S Thomas. Lapford possessed a very
definite Catholic tradition begun by Father Altham (rector 1912-31), a man of remarkable
holiness of life, who encountered great apathy and opposition in his day, but, as a resilt
of whose prayers, his successors had been able to take: great strides. Today the. com-
municant figures were astonishing for-so small a place. The rector also told his hearers
that, consequent upon the discovery in the church roof of the deathwartch beetle, the sum
of £2,200 had been raised since January, 1955. : :

“In the afternoon the party went on to Barnstaple, where the Guild Office was sung -
in the church of 8§ Mary Magdalene. The officient was the Revd T H Edmunds (priest-
in-charge of 8 Michael’s, Torquay) and Devotions to the Blessed Sacrament were led by

‘the vicar of § Mary Magdalene (Revd C L Wright). Mr C Downey was at the organ,
the cantors being Messrs W Downey and R Tweedy. .

OUR LADY & $ LEONARD, NEWBURY, and $§ EDMUND OF
S - ABINGDON )

On the evening of July 17th these two Chaptets combined to sing the Guild Office
in the village church of West Ilsley. ‘There was a good attendance and nearly one hundred
people were present. The Office was sung by the rector of West lisley, Fr Pearce, who
also gave the address. ' L .

For many members of the Newbury Chapter ‘this was an opportunity to renew
acquaintance with Fr Pearce as he had previously been a priest-dssoctate of that Chapter
becflorc he left the district a'few years ago. : .

We had hoped that on this occasion the Oxford Chapter would have been able to
join with us, but unfortunately, owing to a clash of dates, this was not possible. However,
members were glad to welcome Councillor A P Miller, who was present. - The chaplains
of both Chapters, Fr A J W Pritchatd and Fr L. G Janes, together with other priests, were
also preseant. - What must be Abingdon’s loss will be Oxford’s guin as Fr Janes in
September took up the famous living of S Barnabas, Oxford,

After the Office members were entertained by Fr and Mrs Pearce to refreshments in
the village hall. It is hoped that it will be possible to -arrange mote of these combined
mectings in the future. -

S MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, STOURBRIDGE
The annual outing of this Chapter tock place on May 26th, to Dovedale. On the
return journey the Guild Office was sung in Denstone College Chapel.
It 1s with deep regret that we record the death of William Dunn, a devoted brother
of the Guild, and deputy organist of this Chapter. |

QOUR LADY AND § CHAD
The Guild Office was solemnly sung at Widford Church in July, when Fr Miller, of
Hockerill, officiated, and in-all the circumstances the service was well attended. Bro
Matthews, headmaster of Widford School, arsanged tea subsequently at the Institute,
where Bro Motley spoke of the great work of C.O.F. and the nced for further support,
and also for THE SErver. This Chapter is now meeting about -once a month, but like
many othets it feels the effects of National Setvice.- > -

$ EDWARD THE CONFESSOR, MID-SURREY
What our chaplain, Fr Peter Dale of Sutton, described as a milestone in our history
took place in § Andrew’s Church, Carshalton, in August, when the Right Revd Cecil
Cooper, formerly Bishop in Kotea, presided and preached at the Guild Office. Bishop
Cooper described the three years of his captivity in communist hands in Korea and
described how the church in Korea had survived war and persecution and was carrying on. -
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- The Bishop’s visit was the outcome of a friendship between him and Bro David
Wilderspin, our Chapter treasurer, who met the Bishop when serving in Korea in the
armed fgrccs. The Bishop was welcomed at the west door of the church by the priest-
in-charge, Fr R A E Harris, and entered in procession blessing the kneeling congregation,
to the strains of Bebold a great prelate. 'The Chaplain-General of the Guild was present,
in addition to eight other priests and the large congregation filled the church. Bro
Wilderspin was M.C. The collection, for the Korean Ordination Fund, amounted to
£13 S5s. A very full report of the occasion appeared in the local press, together with
photographs, .

THE HOLY APOSTLES, GUERNSEY

The Bishop of Southampton attended the Guild Office in § Stephen’s recently. Many
of the Island clergy were present besides servers from Sark and elsewhere. The Bishop
said he had joined the Guild whilst in Natal in 1929 and he well knew the great service
the Guild had rendered to the Church,

THE RESURRECTION, HULL

The Chapter has recently incurred a sad loss as Bro John Simonson has been compelled
by pressing personal circumstances to resign his office of secrctag. However, he is
able to continue his membership and is as regular as ever at Guild Offices, much to the
pleasure of his brethren who are grateful for all he has done among his large citcle of
friends in Hull and disttict to promote the interest of the Guild, No meeting was held
in July as several members travelled to York to assist at the Northern Chapters Festival ;
the singing of the Guild Office in the Minster Church of § Peter was a joy to all present.
This was followed by a beautiful procession, many Guild chaplains taking part in copes,
with the preacher, the Lord Bishop of Blackbutn, walking in the place of honour in his
cope and mitre, bestowing his Blessing as he passed by. On August 31st the Office
followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, was sung in S Silas, Barmston
St., and there was a good attendance despite the holiday season. Bro Leo Paden was
admitted to full membership before the service. A short meeting in the newly decorated
parish room in the vicarage followed, at which the treasurer appeared to be doing a very
good business collecting subscriptions, Several members, at the invitation of the vicar,
Revd R Helm, attended Evensong at S Paul’s, Sculcoates, on Sunday, September 9th, to
welcome the new priest-in~charge, Fr Borne, who preached. The September office was
sung at All Saints’, Sculcoates, Canon Hope-Scott, the vicar, preaching, and before the
service the assistant-chaplain admitted Peter Horton and Peter Walker as probationers.
The secretary announced that during the remaining months of 1956 the office would be
sung at S Saviour, Wilmington, S John Drypool, and § Mary, Lowgate.

THE HOLY ROOD, EALING

The Chapter held its third Annual Dinner at the Forum Restaurant, Ealing, on Satur-
day, 13th October. Forty-two members with their chaplin, the Revd W Walker, parti-
cipated and the guest of honour was the Lord Bishop of Kensington (the Rt Rev Cyril
Eastaugh). Among the guests and priest associates present were the Chaplain-General,
Fr § H Jarrett, and Fr J D Carr, both of whom are past chaplains of the Chapter, Fr F R
Barnett, Fr ] § Tute and Fr W G de Lara Wilson, After dinner the company were
entertained by a conjuter, Major A B Hadley.

THE EPIPHANY, CROYDON

As.a change from the regular monthly serics of Guild Offices a social evening was
held in the new church hall of Holy Innocents Church, Norwood, on Saturday, QOctober
20th. About a hundred brothers and their friends attended and very great interest was
shown in the address given by the Bishop of Croydon.

The Bishop, who has become one of our priest-associates, mentioned that when he
was studying for ordination, the only financial assistance he received (apart from private
sources) was from the C,O.F, of the Guild. FHe said that this regular grant was of the
greatest help to him and he urged all present to support this fund as generously as they
possibly could.
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His Lordship went on to mention what he termed three,marks of the good server—
all aspirated, though not all beginning with the letter H.

The first was Humblencss. He sketched some of the many temptations to pride,
resulting from unthinking behaviour in the sanctuary, He also mentioned a negative
principle. A great priest used to exhort his servers, “Don’t be tiresome’ |

The second and third requirements was Handiness, a great practical virtue in a server,
and finally, Wholeheartedness.

Fe D I Hill, the vicar, briefly*thanked the Bishop, who then conversed with the
guests. Refreshments were next served and the programme of games and dancing was
resumed. The secretary expressed our thanks to the sub-committee who had made all
arrangements,

AN AUTUMN FESTIVAL :

As a token of appreciation for the work of the Warden for the Guild and in order to
show how much the church valued the example of priests and people in the parish of 8
Peter in London Docks for the Faith during the past hundred years, servers from many
Chapters assembled on Saturday, 20th October, to keep high festival.

High Mass was celebrated at noon by Fr Jarrett (Chaplain-General) assisted by Fr
Silver as deacon and Fr Loveless as subdeacon, The Guild choir with Bro Treadwell
at the organ led the singing.

. After lunching in the nearby Aldgate and Commercial Road, servers assembled in
the schools and processed to the church for solemn Office, Procession and Benediction,
Canon C 'T" Kirtland preached on ‘Loyalty,” in which he stressed how necessary it was
for everyone, priests, servers and laity alike, to remain and act loyally towards Our Lord
and His Church. He pointed out how much we should give thanks for the example and
loyaLty of men like Fr Lowder, and how the Church of England had benefited by their
Work. .

Only about one tenth of the members
of the G.5.5. subscribe regularly to

Obe Server

This is YOUR magazine and the only
one devoted entirely to Servers and
their work and interests.

Please try and introduce the maga-
zine to at. least one subscriber in

1957.

Subscription is 3/- ‘per annum post .
,free; : L : . r
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From the Secretary-General’s Desk

AMONG the many interesting items that have reached my desk during
the last three months is the report from the Chapter of SS Boniface and
Willibrord, which caters for all service members in Germany. A recent
report shews that despite the fact of as many as 80 miles between some of
the stations our members do foregather in no mean numbers—I quote
from the report of their last meeting -

“We set out from here on Wednesday (3.10.56) at half-past eight in a very old
car but it worked beautifully all the way there and back with the exception of a puncture
and we had difficulty in removing the wheel ; however, after an hour we suceceded
and eventually made SunperN in good time for the service. The church is quite ane
of the finest in Germany in the service, it is situared in the upper storey of a large building
and is decorated beautifully—it is a great pity you cannot sec some of these places.
The service began on time and was conducted by Fr Claxton—the admissions were
made including the two members from R.AF, Celle, The office was sung, the cantors

. being Bro Tom Linscott and Bro Keith Gibbons, and from where we were it sounded
excellent. The address was given by Fr Moxley, of R.A.F. Oldenburg, and it was
really first-class, the whole atmosphere was filled with deep concentration,  Afterwards
we adjourned to the Malcolm Club, where refreshments were provided by the Sundern
members, and we made the most of this opportunity of meeting the members from the
upper half of the country.

. The next Chapter meeting is being arranged at the end of November at Trinity

House, Cologne.”

With all the facilities that are common here today our members could take a lesson
from our Service members and give just that little more of their time at Chapter Offices.
Recently 1 visited a Yorkshire Chapter and despite the fact of it being their Patronal
Festival very few of the Chaf)tcr attended, being more concerned with 2 local foothall
match. Why on these special occasions do our members fail to respond to what is after
all their prime duty?

Since my last “Notes” numerous enquiries have been received—from Stafford with -
the possibility of the eld Chapter being revived in due time ; from Durban Natal, South
Africa where again comes a proposal to revive another old Chapter to be closely followed
by a similar request from Acera, West Africa, where an energetic secver has connected
some dozen of the old members there and has secured about 30 applications from new
servers at some six churches and the Cathedral at Accra, Ovwerseas one hears also from
‘Western Samoa and New Guinea, both places now awaiting a visit from their Diocesan
in one of the largest dioceses in the Church of England.

The Autumn Festival was naturally a success and it must have cheered the Warden,
Fr Fox, to be our host in person. A goodly number were present at the High Mass
whilst a full church was seen for the Office, etc,, when we had the pleasure of an excellent
sermon from Fr Kirtlind—that stalwart of old Birmingham days who attended in full
dress of a Canon Emeritus of Coventry. His sermon was fully recorded on “Tape,”
as was the High Mass too, and Chapters wishing to avail themselves of an opportunity
-of heating the excellent Guild Cl:xoir’s rendering of both Mass and Office can do so.
Enquiries should be made to me direct by Chapter secretaries, when details will be given,
as we also have a “Tape” from our Australian friends in Victoria as well as one of the
Easter Festival, 1956, These opportunitics for learning how the Office can be rendered
should not be lost whilst they do afford members a share in the gatherings if only at a
more distant date.

A final word to Chapter mcmbcts——havc you made sure that your own Chapter has
sent in its Annual Reports? Some are still awaited here, so your help is needed.
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For the Service of the Sanctuary

By a Servant of the Sanctuary
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C. BRITTON & SON

88, WILLIAM ROAD, -

1l REGENTS PARK, LONDON, N.W.1.




 MOWBRAYS'

- CHURCH SHOPS

Devotional Books
Servers’ Manuals
Cassocks and Surplices
Albs and Cottas
Sanctuary Requisites
Candles

Incense and Charcoal

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION

*
LONDON - - - 28 MARGARET STREET, W.1
OXFORD - 35 PEMBROKE STREET, ST. ALDATE’S
CAMBRIDGE - - - 14 KING’S PARADB
\4 ‘.—I LEEDS - . - - 5 ALpioN PLacE
. BIRMINGHAM - - - 39 CANNON STREET
MANCHESTER - 44 BRAZENNOSE STREET
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