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EDITORIAL

UNITY IN THE CHURCH has been much in the thoughts and actions
of all sincere members of our Church during the last twelve months and
so it will bc seen that this issue, and it is hoped, the next also, will have as
thelr mam therne—UNITY

* “The Gm/a’ of Servants of the j‘anmfm_'y vhe Order af Jaint Vincent and
the Scottish Gmld of Servers being conscions of a common possession of wnity of
parbose . > 80 runs thc Derlarafmn of Unity by Servers’ Guilds reproduced
opposlte )

By thls documcnt servers_in the new World and in the old world,
brown, black and white, throughout the world, become one “in a common
endmﬂom' 2o raise the spiritual tone of altar servers in the Anglican Church by -
Pm_)fer work and brotberbaod ”

S n thls issue let us deal with ourselves first learning much from one
another,. rejoicing in' the brotherhood, united in prayer and work. If
only those sefvers outside the Guild could be made to realise our essential
purpose then the objections of ‘too high’ or ‘too moderate’ would be
engulfed by the real sense of unity and fellowship in serving for the glory
of God, with thousands of others throughout the whole world. '

" Fr. Poole, our former Warden, contributes a memoriam tO the late
Faﬁhér Bacon, Chaplain-General from 1931-1945, one of God’s devoted
pnests and -one to whom the Guild owes much. May he rest in peace.

Our thanks are extendcd to- the Dean of St. Dav1ds for hls article on
the jsolated shrine of Wales’ patron saint, which continues our notes on

_ p11gr1m places,
‘ THE 'DECLARATION ON UNITY

Reproductlons of this important document will 'be available, printed
on: card"at sixpence each, obtainable from the Secretary-General. It is
_suggested that copies could be displayed on church porch notice- boards
and- the local Chapter could add its name with the address of its secretary

and invite members of the three Guilds to its meetings.
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GUILD OF SERVANTS OF THE SANCTUARY

THE GUILD was founded in 1898 to deepen the
spiritual life of its members and to help them to become
more worthy of their high office and to form them
into a Brotherhood.

Its objects are to raise the spiritual tone of altar
setvers, to promote a disinterested and conscientious
petformance of the duties of Altar Servers, to en-
courage more frequent attendance at the Holy Eucharist
in addition to times of duty and to promote friendship
and brotherhood among Altar Servers.

Any man or boy who is confirmed and unreseveredly accepts Catholic Faith and
Practice and is engaged at the altar in ang permanent capacity is eligible for membership.

Bishops, priests and deacons may be elected Associates.

The only rules are to say the Guild Collect on all Sundays and Red Letter Days, to
say the appointed office before and after serving and to teturn the medal on ceasing to
belong to the Guild,

Its organisation is through local Chapters in groups, electing councillors to a general
council in England with three representing Overseas and Far East, Africa and West
Indies and Canada. 1o New Zealand, South Africa and Australia there are District
Councils,

Members have taken prominent part in the past 58 years in all historic events in the
Church’s life. The Guild's great work has heen its assistance to hundreds of ordinands
whilst training for the ministry.

The following literature is available—The Guild Office with Plainsong notation, 1/6d ;
organ accompaniment, 6d : or for congregational use 2/- dozen ; Manuals 6d, Offices before
and after Serving (1d) and Ceremonial of the Guild Office (illustrated) 6d.

If the reader is not a member or associate futther details can be obtained from the
Secretary-General and the Guild will extend a grear welcome. The annual subseription
is 2/6d (1/6d for those under 18 years old).

THE ORDER OF S VINCENT

by R Winrenean

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH in the United States (in full and complete
communion with Canterbury) is a relatively small body and of course
lacks the privilaged position of the Church of England as the ancient
Catholic Church of this country. But its smallness in numbers is out of
all proportion to the influence it wields, and also to the great vigour and
enthusiasm of its members.

Among the orpaaisations of the Episcopal Church is the Order of § Vincent for
Acolytes. {The term acolyte is in general use there for all adult servers, as opposed 1o
our more specialised use of the term.)

The Order was founded on S Vincent’s Day—January 22nd—1915. Parochial
guilds of § Vincent for altar servers had existed in gClcment's, Phila, and The Advent,
Boston, Mass, as far back at the 1880°s. The present Order owes its existence to the
vision of a layman, Robert T Walker, an architect, who served for many yeats at The
Advent, Boston, He was the first Secretary-General and Treasurer and continued in
office until his death in 1931, The present Director-General, the Revd Harry S Ruth,
has been the mainstay of the Order for many years,

" Membership since 1954 has been limited to confirmed and communicant servers
over the age of 14. The Guild of S Peter and S John, under the same direction, caters
for. servers, confirmed or unconfirmed, under that age,
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There arc 1,157 Chapters on the registers of the Order, but much difficulty is
experienced in maintaining a live membership. Some 300 Chapters pay their ‘dues’
regularly each year and send in reports 1o headquarters and it is estimated that there arc
3,287 active members.

The greatest work of the Order is probably in the silent but powerful contribution
it has made to the liturgical development within the church by its publications—47,220
capics of The Server’s Guide have been printed and a large new edition must soon be
reprinted. . : .

A sct of tracts also has a very cxtensive sale; 14,750 copies being printed of one
tract alone, as well as 1,250 sets of altar cards. All these are sold extremely cheaply, at
a price which only just covers the costs of production,

The Director-General is also editor of The Churchman’s Ordo Kalendar, a liturgical -
calendar which is described as “an unofficial register of co-operative living within the
Church.”  Last year, 33,000 copies were sold, and the Ordo Kalendar has inspired American
Roman Catholics, Lutherans and some Methodist Groups to bring out similar publications
to mect their liturgical needs,

All active membets receive S Vineent's Bulletin regularly, the title-page of which
proclaims that the Order is “affiliated with the Scottish Guild of Servers and the British
Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary,” At the moment the Order is attempting to build
up an ‘Endowment Fund’ for a similar purpose as the CO.F. ‘The Bulletin reniarks
“Both the Scottish and English Guilds make this work their main objective and their
income puts outs to shame.”

The motto of the Order is “For the love of Christ and His Church ” and in that spirit
all who serve our altars will frequently remémber in their prayers their fellow-servers
in the Order of 8 Vincent, and will pray that their good work may continue to the Glory
of Guod, the good of His Chutch, and the salvation of souls,

THE SCOTTISH GUILD OF SERVERS

by the Revd C J Woon,
Honorary President -

BEFORE the first World War no attempt had been made to organise
servers in the Scottish Church as a body. = There were one or two parochial
guilds, notably at § Matgaret’s, Aberdeen, which dated from the 1870,
but for the most part there were only isolated servers and not many of

them. :

In 1911, the writer interested the Reverend Edward 1" S Reid, of S Bride's, Glasgow,
in the Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary. A Small group was admitted at that church
and the eventual extension to other parishes was contemplated. The outbreak of the
1914-18 war prevented any further progress at that time and in fact every one of the original
members went on active service, At the end of the war only the writer returned to
S Bride’s. All the others lost their lives on service with one exception and he emigrated
to Australia, ‘ ’

A fresh start was made after the war and by 1921 sufficient members had been admitted
in a small group of Glasgow churches to make it tsmssiblc: for a Chapter of the G.5.5. to
be formed. From that time rapid progress was made and within a few years four Chapters
were in existence in Scotland ; the original Chapter of 5. Mungo, one in the east of Glasgow,
one in Lanarkshire and one in Edinburgh. It should be noted that these groups formed a
chain across the populous Clyde-Forth neck of Scotland, the area most affected by comings
and goings from England. .

By 1928 two significant tendencies became apparent. First, there was a decline of
interest among the members of the four Chapters. Meetings were badly attended and
indeed two of the groups were practically dormant.  Secondly, the Guild was confined
to the South and did not attract the northern cities such as Aberdeen, Dundee and Perth
where the Scots Episcopal tradition was more in evidence. Proposals to form new
servers’ organisations in Scotland were taking shape outside the Guild and it was realised
by the writer, who was then on the G.S.8. Council as representing the Scottish Chapters,
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that an attempt must be made to solve these problems and above all to avoid having
rival guilds in our small Scottish Church. It would take too long to describe all the
negotiations which took place before the final step was taken, but baving reccived
assurances of support from groups of servers outside the existing Guild, including those
at the Cnthedmlj; in Glasgow and Dundee, the writer's proposals for a Scottish Guild
of Scrvers were accepted at a joint meeting of the two Glasgow chapters and servers not
already members, and the Guild was formally founded in 1929, 'The happiest recollection
of that event, which involved the severance of our link with the G.S.8S. is the real Christian
charity and complete absence of bitterness with which Brother Wale accepted our decision,
This made it possible within a few years for an understanding to be reached making the
membership of the two Guilds interchangeable for members removing from one country
to the other.

*In the meanwhile the Scottish Guild made rapid progress and never looked back.
It spread into all the Scottish Dioceses and through the support of Bishop Darbyshire
(later Archbishop of Capetown) and Bishop Reid of S Andrews (the former Rector of
S Bride’s, Glasgow, mentioned at the beginning of this account) al! the Scottish Bishops
graciously agreed to become Patrons of the Guild. "

During 1938-39 exchanges of views between the Order of § Vincent and the Scottish
Guild established very close relations between us and a formal declaration of Unity was
drawn up, A special service of unity was held in § Mary’s Cathedral, Glasgow, on 7th
October, 1939, and in the United States of America on the same day. This was to have
been a unique occasion broadcast over the radio link between U.S.A. and Scotland and
the suggestion had been favourably considered by the people concerned. ‘The outbreak
of war, however, madc that impossible.

In July, 1948, the affiliation of the three Guilds—The Guild of Servants of the Sanc-
tuary, The Order of S Vincent and The Scottish Guild of Servers—came about after a
good deal of negotiation, thus creating a world-wide brotherhood throughout the whole
of the Anglican Communion of those whose great privilege it is to serve at the Altar.

© Within recent years branches of the §.G.S. have been formed in the two overseas
dioceses in which our Church is particulatly concerned ; at Chanda in India and in the
diocese of § John’s, Kaffraria. The last-named branch has developed into the African
Guild of Servers with a Rule based upon ours and using a translation of our Office and
also sharing our Guild medal.

Like the Church in the United States, the Scottish Episcopal Church is an independant
self-governing body, though of course in full communion with the other Churches in
the Anglican Communion. This should be realised by any who might feel inclined to
criticise” the formation of an independent Guild. Being greatly outnumbered by the
“Church of Scotland,” which is Presbyterian, it is natural that Episcopalians should
emphasise that they represent the historic Catholic Church of this country. We have
always to combat the tendency of the man-in-the-street to refer to us as “The English
Church.” We are in fact the true Scottish Church, disestablished and disendowed in
1638 and reduced in the 18th century by persecution and repression to a “shadow of a
shade.” Tt is under circumstances such as these that not only the Guild for servers, but
societies like the Church Union, the C.B.S. and C.E.M.S, are self-governing institutions
in Scotland.

Partly because the Scottish Church is smail in numbers and partly by reason of its
“cathelic” tradition there is not the same gap between the extreme types of chuechman-
ship as in England. Reservation of the Blessed Sacrament is ofﬁcialli)!r permitted every-
where and even where there is a minimum of ceremonial it is quite usual to find Reservation,
It has been possible therefore to introduce servers into a comparatively large proportion
of Scottish churches and in this the Guild has undoubtediy played 2 predominant part.
There is a small stream of Guild members going through our Theological College in
LEdinburgh each year and they in their turn help to interest young men and boys in the
service of the Altar. ‘The Scottish Guild is very fortunate in heving the active support
and encouragement of the Bishops and so, while we cannot expect to be very large in
numbers in so small 2 Church, the influence of the Guild in developing a reverent standard
of ceremonial throughout the Scottish parishes is considerable.
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ST. DAVIDS

by the Very Revd C. Wrrron-Davies,

Dean of St Davids
T.ONG before S Augustine arrived in Canterbury with his mission from
Rome in 597 AD., there was an active and organised christian community
at the place now call St Davids in remote West Wales. S David, or to
give him his Welsh name Dewi Sant, was born in the district, his mother
being § Non and his father Sant of a princely family with connections in
Cardiganshire. David collected around him some like-minded fellow-
christians, and after making journeys in various directions, including a
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, he founded his monastery in the valley of
the Alan, where now St Davids Cathedral stands.  The present vastand
beautiful church is said to be the fourth td be built on the site, and certainly
S David’s church must have been a much smaller and mote temporary
structure.

In addition to the connection between the Patron Saint of Wales and this westerly
tip of the country there are other links with the saint preserved in the cathedral. There
is the small portable altar stone, let into a wooden altar in the south transept, and said to
have been brought by S David from Jerusalem as a present from the Patriarch, John 111,
who consecrated him a bishop. Also there are the bones, contained in 2 wooden casket
in the niche just behind the High Altar, some of which we believe on good authority to
he some of the bones of our Patron Saint.  We know that his mortal remains were kept
in the cathedral after his death, and it was to do reverence to his mortal remains as well as
to his immortal memory that pilgrims have heen coming to St Davids ever since the sixth
ceptury.

In medizeval times there was a’teadition which claimed two Pilgrimages to St Davids
to he equal in merit to one Pilgrimage to Rome, and a less well founded tradition claiming
that three Pilgrimages to St Davids were equal in merit to one Pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

Although many of our ancient records have been lost, we know some of the names of

famous people who have made the pilgrimage here, William the Conguerer in 1079,
Henry 11 in 1173, and Edward I with bis Queen in 1284 are known to have made the
pilgrimage to St Davids. And last year we had the great pleasure and privilege of wel-
coming the present reigning Sovereign and her Consort, who attended Divine Service
in the cathedral on Sunday, August 7th. Since the time of Henry VIIL there has been a
stall in the cathedral assigned to the reigning sovereign, but until last year’s royal visit ne
reigning sovergein had ever seen let alone occupied the royal stall.  In addition to royal
pilgrims St Davids has received thousands of other pilgrims of all descriptions and from
many lands. In our own time pilgrimage has become again a part of popular religion.
Formal pilgrimages to St Davids began to be organised again some thirty years or so ago,
and they have heen increasing in number with the passage of time, In addition to the
many who visit St Davids, either as individuals or in parties, each year we are glad
to welcome mote and more people who wish to make their visit a definitely spiritual
exercise. This year, for instance, we have already welcomed the annual pilgrimage of
the Society of § David from § David’s College, Lampeter, and a pilgrimage of Franciscan
Tertiaries with Fr Silyn, S.8.F., as their conductor. Last summer just after the royal
visit we were delighted to welcome a Provincial Youth Pilgrimage from all parts of Wales.
There were twenry representatives of each of the six Welsh dioceses and also a representa-
tive group of young people sent by the Church of England Youth Council. In addition
there were thousands of other young people from all parts of the Principality, and we were
glad to have with us that day the Archbishop of Wales and the five other Welsh bishops
and aiso the Bishop of Portsmouth representing the Church of England. It was a
memorable occasion for all who took part, and there were many unable to be in St Davids
that day who were remembering us in their prayers.

Some may ask “Why make a pilgrimage at all to St Davids, or to any other holy
place?” Because, first of all, it is a salutary exercise to visit such places and to pay due
respect to the life and example of the Saint of old. And because, secondly, by so doing
we can learn something of profit for our own life’s journey. For we are all on a pilgrimage
through this world. 'We may picture our goal in various ways as the heavenly Jerusalem,
as the life of the world to come, as Paradise, or even as just a vague blank beyond, We
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travel at different speeds and with varying intensity of effort.  But we all have to make
the joutney, and we would all,'] imagine, wish to end up in what 8 Thetesa once called
“the Land of Safety.”

I hope that readers will have their interest aroused in St Davids, and 1 would mercly
add that any who are able to make the pilgtimage will be very warmly welcomed at the
shrine. A message to me beforchand will ensure that someone is at the Cathedral to
welcome the pilgrims. )

ANOTHER CENTENARY, 1856-1956

. by Percr Frrzjoun :
IN the same year, 1856, as the work began in London’s dockland which
was to lead to the great church and parish of § Peter’s, London Docks,
a humbler work was commenced in far different circumstances.

On QOctober 6th, 1856, a little church of the Holy Trinity was opened for worship
at Hempton Green, near the market town of Faakenham, in Norfolk., This was of more
than usual interest for several reasons. ’

Hempton was an ancient parish ‘and possessed a church of § Andrew at the time of
the Domesday survey. In the reign of Henry i, a small priory of Austin Canons was

‘established in the parish, dedicated to S Stephen, and the rectory of the parish church was

improptiated to the priory. Henceforth, in accordance with the traditions of the Austin
Canons, priests from the priory served the parish church. :

Hempton lies on the ancient medieval pilgrimage route to Walsingham and this
priory was in fact the last religious house on the route before arrival at Walsingham
itself. The priory was always small and impoverished and never had more than four
canons in residence at any time. In spite of this, however, twice canons of Walsingham
were willing to exchange their life in the wealthy, busy and o doubt thronged priory of
Walsingham to become priors of the humble establishment six miles away.

The priory had an interesting and eventful history which cannot be touched on here.
1t is, however, available in booklet form to anyone interested (*). At the Reformation
the priory was swept away with the smaller réligious houses and the property granted to
local landowners. Neither the immediate owners nor their. successors ever made any
attempt to set aside—as was usually done—the lesser tithes to provide a stipend for a vicar
of Hempton. With no vicar there could be no services and the ancient church of 8§
Andrew fell -into ruin and today has disappeared except for the foundations. .

For nearly 350 years this separate parish had no priest and no church.

In 1856 the assistant priest of Fakenham, Fr C. St Denys Moxon, a tractarian in out-
look, was living at Hempton. e became interested in the village and resolved to provide
it with a church. ) : .

The Lord of the Manor, the Marquis ‘Townshend of his day, presented him with a
picce of ground on Hempton Green, This ‘was common land, however, and the pet-
mission of the Queen had to be obtained to crect a church thereon. This was given,
in a document signed by Disraeli, and the patronage was reserved to the Crown,

Fr Moxon, at his own expense, helped by-some members of his family, then erccted
the church of the Holy Trinity, endowed it, built a vicarage and school, and became its
first vicar, In the title deeds he set forth very clearly that his intention in building and
endowing the church was that, it should be used for Catholic worship and with “every
adjunctof ritual, not only in use but allowed in the Church.” Among the ornaments
présented by him at the opening were a processional cross and a sanctuary lamp, still in use.

No digniraries or diocesan officials artended the opening ceremonies ; only a handful
of sympathetic clergy, but grateful parishioners crowded to all the three services and
many could not ger in, .

Fr Moxon’s little church was intended to become the chancel of a larger church.
Ninety-nine years after the opening this scheme was carried out. Early in the incumbency
of the present vicar, Fr John Leavey, it became very obvious that the church was inadequate
for the needs of the congregation, especially at the 10.30 Sung Mass on Sundays when
chairs had to be brought in and the seating packed to capacity,

Accordingly, -the Church Council embarked on an extension scheme, and doubled
the size of the church, to a particularly fine design by the architect, Mr ] P Chaplin, of
Norwich. Every single house, including the two public-houses, in the parish, contributed
to the cost and only a few hundred pounds remain to be raised, which parishionets are
hoping to do this year.

Stone from a bombed church, S Michael-at-Thorn, in the city of Norwich, was
utilised for the extension, and a new stone altar i the extension, upon which the Blessed



Sacrament is reserved, is dedicated to § Michael to perpetuate the dedication, In October
lz}st year the Bishop of Norwich came to dedicate the new work and to consecrate the new
altar. -

On October 6th this year (Saturday), a Solemn Bucharist of thanksgiving will be sung
in the church in the morning, and in the afternoon a procession will leave the church for
the site of the medieval church of § Andrew. On the return to the church the Bishop of
Norwich will give the address.  All servers are invited to take part in these commemora-
tions, vested if possible, and parochial garties with banners will be very welcome. On
the following Sunday morning the Bishop of Thetford will preach at the Sung Mass.
Details are given in the “Forthcoming Events” on another page of this issuc.

BOOK REVIEW

* “I'ui Svory oF Hemrron™ by Peter Fitz)ohn, 2/9 post free, from The Parish Priest,
Hempton Vicarage, Fakenham, Norfolk.

“The Story of Flempton’ by the writer of the article in this issue, is a well produced
haoklet amplifying the history of this ancient parish in the heart of Norfolk. Mr FitzJohn
must have devoted much research to ascertain the very involved history and the reader
can. see through the iilustrations that hete is a centre of devotion to the fullness of the
Catholic religion. .

PHILIP GORDON BACON-—Priest

by the Revd A Lronarp Poolr,
Sometime WWarden

Chaplain-General GSS, 1932 to 1945, Grand Councillot from 1945
FATHER BACON was Chaplain-Genera! of our Guild from 1931 until
he retired owing to ill-health in 1945 when he was appointed a Grand
Councillot. As an appreciation for his work for the Guild, he was
presented with a set of low mass vestments.

He was a Scholar of 8§ Chad’s College in the University of Dutham where he eventually
took Honours in Theology. He was ordained in 1909 and served his first curacy (as 1 did
myself 13 years later) at § Luke’s Church, Gillingham, in the diocese of Rochester.  After
a second cutacy in this diocese, he served as an Army Chaplain from 1914 to 1920, He
also worked in the parishes of 8 Augustine’s, Croydon, and All Hallows, Gospel Oak,
before joining the Society of Retreat Conductors, where perhaps his most valuable work
was done among priests and laity alike,

For many years he suffered from acute lameness and his only means of getting about
was by an invalid motor chair which, on occasions, could be somewhat tempermental,
There was a rumour {which I can well believe) that he was once warned by the police
for speeding! Sometimes he would go to the T.T, Races in the Isle of Man, taking his
motor vehicle in which, as a special concession, he was allowed to sit in the guard’s van.
He went, of course, as a spectator but he would have been much happier as a competitor.

In spite of his great handicap, Philip Bacon rather enjoyed overcoming difficulties.
He was a real troubadour of God, full of saintliness and fun combined with good common
sense. Sometimes when the Guild was attacked by critics, we joined forces in replying
to them. Some wrote to the church papers (and to us) to say that we were too extreme ;
others said that we were not strict enough. But the work of the Guild went on and the
numbers increased by some thousands while he was Chaplain-General

While T was away during the war, he steered the Guild through those difficult years
and it was to our great regret that at the end of that time he was top ill to continue his work.

1 saw him from time to time at S Silas’ Clergy House, where he spent the last years
of his life, sometimes bedridden but always immensely cheerful. The truth was that
Philip Bacon knew how to offer up his sufferings in union with those of the Crucified
Christ and that was the secret of his Christ-like example.

To know him was to love him, Not only can we offer a Requiem for his good soul,
but we can also thank God for having shown us something of His goodness through him.

May he rest in peace—that will be the sincere prayer of thousands of members of the
Guild.
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The Attention of Servers
and all Catholics

IS CALLED TO .
THE WORK OF

“The Gwld of all Souls

Founded March 187 3

A Devotional Guild for Intercessory Prayer for
the Dying and for the Repose of the Souls of
Deceased Members and all the Faithful departed.

An Intercession Paper of names of the Departed
is issued Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book,
- for perpétual remembrance is issued each year.

Enquiries from :—
The Rev. The Secretary,
G.A.S. Office,
.. 39, Victoria Street,
WESTMINSTER, S.W.1.
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THE OCCASIONAL OFFICES
I, — CONFIRMATION

(B) SOME OBJECTIONS ANSWERED

by the Revd W.H BagnARD,
Rector of Hinton Martel, Dorset

Last time we thought of the unfortunate results of the separation
of the rite of Christian initiation into two parts. Baptism of Water was,
for practical reasons, divided from Baptism of the Spirit, Later, theological
arguments wercdput forward which led to the latter (Confirmation) as it
came to be called, being regarded as an optional extra,

We also said that although there has been some improvement in people’s
attitude to Confirmation, there is still a great need for rightand clear teaching
to show the necessity of Confirmation, as the sealing or anocinting of the
Spirit, for the eternal salvation of the Christian soul. It is sad to recall
that today, out of 67 in every 100 children baptised into the English Church,
only 26 are confirmed.

We reminded ourselves that Baptism is incomplete without Confirma-
tion and that we are immature Christians, like plants with leaves but lacking
flowers or fruit.

Without Confirmation we are as pilgrims trying to follow Christ over
the difficult mountains of life and hoping to avoid falling over the precipices
without being roped on to our Leader and Guide.

It is as if we were soldiers who enter the front line of battle minus our
complement of armour. To fight against the dangers and temptations of
life we need to put on the whole armour of God before we are vanquished
in the fight.

Let us consider then
Some Objections to Confirmation,

Why are so many not confirmed?

" Where childten are concerned it is usually the fault of the parents or godpareats,

Mother says, “Mary isn’t old enough to understand.” Father says, “I'm not con-
firmed and appear no worse for it, so why should Tommy be done?” :

Auntie says, “I’'m too old now, 1 should never keep the promises.” While uncle
comments, “It hasn’t done my mate any good,” What are the afiswers to such objections?

1. THE QUESTION OF AGE.

The Book of Common Pmyer states that clildren shall be brought to the Bishop to
be confirmed by him when they have reached years of diseretion and have a certain knowledge
of the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments and Church Catechism. Notice
it says, children, not young men or women of adolescent age, And “years of discretion,”
presumably means when one can tell the difference between right and wrong. If we
take seven years of age at the time when this is possible, we shall be in agreement with
the Church’s rule that children who die under seven are to be given a “white” funeral
because they have not sinned. They cannot distinguish between right and wrong.

Perhaps the ages of 10—13 years are the best time for confirmation, During this
period the child is free of engagements which come with leaving school, such as night-
schools, clubs, dances, work and other interests. More time and thought can thus be
%ivcn to preparation for the laying on of hands, New conditions of life and work do not
ascinate and distract as they do later on.  Further, there is no disturbance which comes
with the great bodily changes, physical and mental, during the time of adolescence.

In fact, 14—20 is the worst possible age as even schoolmasters and yourh leaders now
agree. The young man, or woman, does not understand any better than the child. He
often resents advice and is most independent, and is certainly no more serious-minded
than the child, who can often grasp religious truths better than many middle-aged people.
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Statistics support these statements and show that whereas 85%, of those confirmed
at a later age (15 and upwards) are lost from regular church life, it is only 159, at the earlier
age. Surely it is far better for the child to go ‘out into the world forewarned and fore-
armed by the teaching and gift of confirmation than to leave it until the trials and tempta-
tions have begun, To delay is as foolish as to send out a child in mid-winter only partly
clothed, or to send a soldier to the front line of battle without his weapons. We should
be as.eager and anxious about the higher education of the child in things spiritual as in
things material, . ' .

If there has been delay and our confirmation overlooked then remember it is never
too late to rectify the matter. We need never be ashamed to come forward and ask for
confirmation because we think we are too old.  We are never 100 0ld. An old lady of 68
replied to someone who had suggested she was rather old to be confirmed, “Oh, no sir,
not with all Eternity before me.”  She knew it was never too late and that it was wrong
to neglect so precious a gift, '

The best way, of course, is to make sure we receive it in childhood, but remember
we are always children in God’s sight,

2, DO WE TAKE ON FRESH PROMISES? is the second objection. .

Of course not. The promises made in confitmation are already “‘on us.” They are
not something new. The Catechism question which we answer before confirmation
tells us that we are bound to helieve and do as our godpatents promised for us at out
baptism. It is expected that we are alteady keeping the promises then made. At con-
formation we ratifE*’y, renew and confirm those promises and seek God’s further help to
doso. Butitis asked, isn't it wrong to undertake something impossible and make promises
you know will not Fe kept? ) ' _

If this hesitancy comes from distrust of self it is an honourable feeling. If it is
genuine we need not fear for God doesn’t expect us to become saints all at once.  He asks
us to do our best, humbly trust Him and use the help He gives us.

Often it is a feeble excuse made when there is no real desire to serve God. - It is often
due to a fear of being “laughed at™ rather than one of not keeping the promise.

3, IT HASN'T DONE MY MATE ANY GOQD, is the objection which follows
from this. It proves, of course, that Confirmation or any other sacrament is not magic.
We cannot tell what *‘my mate” might have been without confirmation. Most certainly
far worse than he is. But the point is God’s grace, when given, must be used. 1t does
not act independently of the recipient. We must co-operate with God and wre His gifts.
1t is no use giving a soldier a sword if he lets it rust in its sheath and doesti’t learn how to
use it. Of course, it does him no good. So when God arms us with the sword of the
Spirit in confirmation, it won’t help us unless we'learn to use that sword by regular prayer
and worship and hold communion with the Spirit who comes to dwell in us, That is
why S Paul warned Timothy on one oceasion to “‘stir up into a flame the gift of God which
is in thee by the laying on of my hands.” It is because so many confirmed people neglect,
or refuse, to fan this spark of the divine life of the Holy Spirit, which they have received,
into a flame, that only nine out of 26 confirmed remain as even Easter communicants,
The proportion of regular communicants is far less. If then we wish to benefit from the
gift given in confirmation we must ase it.

4, ISN'T CONVERSION ENOUGH?

This is the last objection we will consider and is the one usually made by the Non-
conformist. He considers himself as “‘already converted” and is trying to serve God with
heart and will mote and more. But confirmation is not conversion. If there is a real
desire to serve God better and do His Will, then surely we cannot despise or neglect the
means of grace which we receive in confitmation in order to_dp that same will_. The
Bible teaching is quite clear about it, Ged gives us His Holy Spirit through the laying-on-
of-hands by men authorised to do this. We have considered already the passages in the
Acts where this is stated. Confirmation is not an empty form or mere outward ceremony.,
S Paul, the great Apostle of faith, was bdptised and received the Holy Spirit after his
conversion. Later he laid his own hands on varicus disciples who had been converted

_and baptised and they received the Holy Spirit, Obviously the lay;ng~on-of»hand5 was
no dead and empty form ot optional extra, but a “first principle of Christ” ag Hebrews 6 1-2
explains,
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CONCLUSION.

To those then who are not confirmed, we would say, “Make now the brave decision
for Christ. Don't be afrald that others may laugh at you. Choose now between your
sins and your Saviour, You cannot have them both. Christ only asks you to do for
Him what He has done for you. ‘If any men would come after Me, let him deny himself
and take up his Cross and follow me’.” “Everyone who shall confess Me betore men
him will I confess before My Father.” Do the brave thing and offer yourself for con-
firmation.”

Those already confitmed should ask themselves, “Am I trying to stir into a flame the
Gift then received through tegular prayer, communion and Bible reading?” or have 1
become lazy and allowed my Christian armour to grow rusty or misused?”

TO SUM UP

The Church otrders that every baptised person shall be confirmed. The Bible bears
witness to this teaching and shows that God gives us His Holy Spirit through the laying-
on-of-hands. Confirmation adrits us to full communion with God in His Church,
strengthens our wills and arms us for the fight against evil. To neglect so great and
previous a gift is to disregard God and His Church and is a serious sin.

Once we are confirmed we must strive to grow day by day into a more perfect union
with God until, please God, we find ourselves numbered among those who serve Him
day and night in His Temple.

“Anoint me with thy heavenly grace,
And seal me for Thine own.
That I may see Thy glorious Face
And worship at Thy Throne.”

BIRTHDAY MUSINGS

10th June, 1866—1956
by ArLan Coopek

Ninety | Full circle! Ts the tale complete

Or do there linger years with themes to tell?

I can but wait and let each day repeat

In varied tones its message, “All is well I
Earth’s pilgrimage plods onward towards its end
And sunset visions round my path are thrown;
To closing years a truer glow they lend

Than those past errors which my life has known,
When day has gone the evening star is seen

And fuller grows its power with deepening night ;
Celestial glories add their silvery sheen

To lose, their lustre in a new day’s light.

With that new day may God attune my song!

Its theme, “Nunc Dimittis [ Till then, how long?

Brother Cooper now lives in Bournemouth and was an active server until six years
ago. His book of poems, ‘52 Eucharistic Musings,” has brought in over £40 to the
C.O.F. The Warden sent the Guild’s good wishes and blessings to him on his 90th
hirthday.

§ SILAS, PENTONVILLE, NEWSPAPER

FOLLOWING the notice of North End Review in the June issue, a copy of
the Newspaper of § Silas and All Saints’, Pentonville, has reached me
Its circulation exceeds 2,100 and that alone should be a guarantee of its readibility.
A four page newspaper, well illustrated, it is well set out with a very atiractive format,
and is obviously the sort of publication which invites attention, even from the casual
readet who picks up a copy.
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The May, 1956, issue had a headline, ““Christ our King,” over a large photograph of a
beautiful and rather unusual statue, captioned “An Ascension-tide photograph taken in
All Saints” Mission.” The front page also has a five-minute sermon, headed **And to the
Holy Ghost,” details of Ascension Day, Whitsun and Corpus Christi observances in the
parish, and various parish news items, The second page has an amusing illustrated
report on the Easter Monday outing, together with profiles and photographs of visiting
preachers, mixed up with stories and notices. The third page has weddings, with illustra-
tions, scout news and a competition. The last page has ‘Notes and News from Chapel
Market’ and is devoted to the interests of that street market in the parish, These included
obituaries, with photographs, of market traders who had recently died, and in addition
there is a crossword puzzle, jokes, etc. ' o

‘Here is a modern presentation of the news of a live parish, linked to an interest and
sympathy in the work and day to.day lives of parishioners. Such efforts cannot be too
highly commended and we wish more parishes wouid try to do something similar.— P.F
(Readers are inmvited to send copies of other church newspapers and magazines to the Editor for

review in this feature,) o .

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
8ri SEPTEMBER. WATFORD. Garden Party in aid of C.O.F.

6t QCTOBER., LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL, Solemn Eucharist 10.30" a.ni,,
followed by Pilgrimage to § Chad’s Well, Guild Office 5 p.m. Preacher: ‘The
Lord Bishop 0% Lichfield.” Further particulars from F Nightingale, 48, ‘Cook
Street, Fallings Heath, Wednesbury. :

61 OCTOBER, CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL: SOUTHERN ®~ COUNTIES
FESTIVAL. 6 p.m. Guild Office. Preacher: The Archdeacon of Lewes, Ven .
J H Morrell.

6r OCTOBER., HEMPTON, near Fakenham, Notfolk, CENTENARY OF HOLY
TRINITY CHURCH. Solemn Eucharist 11 a.m. Preacher: Revd Donald
Harris, rector of § Paul’s, Knightsbridge. 2.30 p.m. Procession to site of medieval
church of S Andrew. . Preacher: The Lord Bishop'of Norwich. Vested servers
welcome, Particulars’ from The Vicar, Hempton, Fakenham, Norfolk.

20i1 OCTOBER. AUTUMN FESTIVAL—S PETER’S, LONDON DOCKS.
12 neon, High Mass. 3.30 p.m. Guild Office. .

3kp NOVEMBER. § GEORGE, PRESTON. N.W. CHAPTERS FESTIVAL.
ST ALBANS DIOCESAN CHAPTERS’ FESTIVAL. § Saviour’s, St Albans,
3 p.m. Office. Preacher: The Revd D D Hart. . ‘

-7'1l'|—; NOVEMBER. GUERNSEY. . Combined Guilds’ Festival, S. Stephen’s Church.
- 1957 ot o
12rn JANUARY., SOUTHWARK DIOCESAN SERVERS FESTIVAL.

Please let the Editor know in good time of pi/grimage.} and other local occasions, so that they may
be brought 1o the notice of readers in general, :

STAMPS FOR C.O.F.

This is to remind you that Bro R L Bull, of the Chapter of S Frideswide, Is still willing

to sell on behalf of C.O.F. any stamps which are sent to him for that purpose. Please -

send any stamps from Commonwealth ot foreign countries, old collections, covers; in
fact, anything of philatelic intetest, to Bro. R L Bull, 27, Grove Road, Windsor, Berks.
When sending, please say that the stamps are intended for C.O.F. as Bro Bull receives gifts
of stamps on behalf of other organisations also. S .
N.B.—The sum of £1 6s. 2d. was received from Bro Bull on 3rd March, 1956,
R A W EpprN, .

" Secretary, COF. -
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STATUE OF S COLUMBA

In the Guild’s Chapel in the Holy House at Walsingham with the altar of
the Coming of the Holy Ghost, under the patronage of S Columba, Ab,
and the Celtic Saints. Guardian—The Rt Revd Gerald Vernon, Assistant
Bishop of Peterborough,
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Str, .
May 1presume to make the following remartks in reply to the letter of Br B ]
Macdonald-Milne {published in the June issue of T SERVER).

1. The suggestions for the aims of the Guild all appear from reading the ‘Objects’ as
set out in the Mamnal to be already adequately covered. ’

2, The suggestion that the rites and cetemonies of the church being visited should be
observed is, T think, already the usual custom of the Guild, and in any case alterations
and additions would always he made with the sanction of the parish priest and chaplain
as well as the local Chapter. Thus one must assume that it is in accotdance with the
desire of the local Guild members -when any changes are made or permitted.

Also, in many Chapters the custom of visiting churches in their area is already
carried out and the custom of sending out notices to local priests and officers of Catholic
societies is very widespread. Many chapters of course only visit churches to which
G.5.5. members are attached but this is the only possible course in areas where there
are a large number of churches. :

3. The desire 10 have the Mass celebrated without additions is, T think, a laudable one,
and [ think almost invariably done, but logically observed would debar a Procession
before the Mass and the Angelus after it, as well as hymns—which T assume is not
what is intended. ’

4. Concerning the Guild Office, though dear to members, it should be remembered that

it is not part of the Divine Office, either of the Book of Common Prayer or the Breviary
+ and it is a purely ‘private devotion’ and as such has not the ‘official’ sanction of Holy
Church, or the dignity and obligation of the Divine Office.  The Confraternity of
the Blessed Sacrament and the Society of Mary have Vespers of the Blessed Sacrament
“and of the Blessed Virgin Mary as their respective offices for Guild meetings, and
as such have a more ‘official’ prayer of the Church than the Guild Office.

The possibilities of Chapters being formed in East Cornwall, Nassau and Weymouth
and Dotchester were reported.

-

Reading the Guild news it seems that most chapters want additions to the Guild
Office such as sermons, processions and ‘devotions.” No Chapter, I presume, is obliged
to have any of these and to forbid Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament would only
alienate many loyal members of G.8.S, to whom ‘“Western’ ways are a matrer of belicf
or preference. '

If Benediction is the main object of the desire to ban extra services—as I suspect it
is—then servers not approving or definitely against the Rite on doctrinal grounds should
not attend functions where it has been advertised, or leave the church-after the Office.

The Anglican Society provides for any who want to promote the Catholic Faith in
accordance with the standards of the Book of Common Prayer, and the Catholic League
caters for those who hold to “Western” ideas. Tt is not the function of G.8.8. to usurp
cither of these objects, We should welcome servers of all shades of opinion who are willing
to be charitable and understanding to those who differ from them, on matters of ceremonial
or rite. Otherwise we draw in and not widen the net.

To my mind, the Guild ean best exert its influence by carrying out its Objeess as stated
in the Manuwal, without imposing ot suggesting any regulations that would offend, and this
can be done if all members personally by their own devotion and loyalty keep them in

the *spirit’ as well as in the letter, )

' " LrponarD J Hin.,
cfo S:Silas Vicarage, {Chapter of the Resurrection, Hull)
23, Barmston Street, Hull.
May, 1956.
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BROTHER JOHN’S JOTTINGS

BLANDFORD FORUM in Dorset is a pheonix town. It rose from its
own ashes after a disastrous fire in June, 1731. Practically the whole town,
including the medieval church, was destroyed in a few hours, By a splendid
united effort, the town was rebuilt to the design of two brothers, natives
of the town, and so a delightful gem of a Georgian town arfose from the
ruins of the older one. The most rematkable thing was the rebuilding
of the church. Church life at the time was not particularly noted for its
enthusiasm, but the Blandford people not only determined to rebuild their
church, but even built a larger one on the site of the former church.

It is a gem of Georgian architecture and one writer says “Even if it is not a master-
piece, it is one of the more remarkable English churches of its time.”” T paid my first
visit to this church—dedicated in honour of S8 Peter and Paul—on Whit-Monday, 1
was too late for the High Mass which the local chapter had arranged earlier in the morning,
but the church was still ful! of incense and a well-designed poster advertising the Mass
still hung on the door. One of the priests, showing me round, told me of the enthusiasm
of the local chapter of 8 Stephen Harding,

On the feast of Pentecost I heard Mass in § Mary’s, Dorchester, and this again was
my first visit, T noticed that several of the servers were wearing the Guild medal. I had
no idea when I went into the church that I should find there in the capacity of an honorary
assistant priest one whom 1 had known a8 a parish priest in the diocese of St Albans and
whose Mass T had often served. He was happy to be helping in this fine modern church,

A long-desired wish to visit Whitchurch Canonicorum was also fulfilled that week,
This ancient church with its tall tower is unique in possessing in Its north transept the
relics of a saint in their original resting-place, the relics of S Wite, Who S Wite was is
still a matter of debate, but the theory that she was one of the nuns who accompanied
S Boniface on his missionary journeys seems the most likely, The bones in the shrine
are those of a woman. How this shrine, once a place of pilgrimage, escaped destruction
in the sixteenth century is hard to explain, but there it remains, to remind us of the hundreds
of lost shrines which once were the glory of the parish churches of our land. T was in-
terested to see that the ancient and pious custom of making ‘offerings to the saint’ had
been revived, and in the openings in the lower part of the tomb were a number of coins.

It is reporied that the Bishop of Chelmsford has authorised a feast of S Cedd and
the Saints of Essex, to be kept in his diccese on October 26th, the date of S Cedd’s death.
Tt is to be hoped that this will lead the way for other diocesan feasts, so that local saints
may be honoured fully and adequately in their own district. Feasts of Cornish saints,
with propers, have been authorised for some time in the diocese of Truro.

The cost of new cottas and cassocks today is very high and many a parish which -
requires replacements shrinks from the expense. I have been put in touch with an actual
manufactuter, who supplies plain cottas at prices several shillings lower than those ob-
tained from the usual sources. He can also supply cassocks made from black jean, a
material which is apparently now being used for the habits of men's religious orders,
It anyone is interested, a stamped addressed envelope to the Editor will bring the address.
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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the Catholic
Faith in the Anglican Communion. . Since the days of the Trac-
tarians it has been the only effective safeguard against attacks.
from within-and without, and membership is urged upon all who
believe that the Catholic tradition represents -the true mmd of
the Church of England

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees and
a small headquartersstaff. The Gereral Council elected by diocesan
committees is the governing body whose work is carried out
by the Executive Committee. The Catholic Group organises the
sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church, The Theological,
Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed -of members with
specialised knowledge. The Church Literature Association pub-
lishes books, filmstrips, and tracts upon a considerable scale.
The Church Social Action Committee arouses interest in social
matters. The Piigrimage Commitiee arranges pilgrimages to holy
places. The Fiery Cross Commitiee links together 'churches
and communities engaged in prayer for the conversmn of England.
The Council of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comprising
the superiors of the men’s religious communities and the Church
Union organises the campaign during the octave January 18th
to 25th each year. The Overseas Department assists priests and
others in the mission field. The Church Observer (3d. monthly,

4/6 post free annually} is the monthly newspaper ; and the Fiery
" Cross Inser (5/- per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with
definite Catholic teaching. '

Members pay an annua! minimum subscription of 2/6 and take
part in this work.- Members are normally attached to branches
which organise festivals, special services, and meetings of every
description. They have a direct voice in the policy of the
Union through the diocesan ‘committees elected from branch
* members,

THE CHURCH UNION

Loap HaLiFaX House, 6, HYDE Park Gate, LonDON, S.W.7.

Telephone— ' Telegrams——
WESTERN 3531 ANGCATHCON, SOUTHKENS, LONDON




THE 220th GENERAL COUNCIL

THE Coundil met in London on: Saturday, June 16th, with the Warden
in the chair, supported by the Lay Warden, Fr Loveless, the Secretary-
General, Treasurer-General and seventeen brethren. Fourteen members
sent their apologies for absence.

The possibilities of Chapters being formed in East Cornwall, Nassau and
Weymouth and Dorchester were reported,

. The Warden commented on the very happy Corpus Christi festival at Nottingham
and the uplifting sermon by Bishop Vernon, and also commented on the marvellous
ofganisation,

Fr Loveless presented the C.O.F. report, which showed that some 76 ordinands were
being helped. Fourtcen of thosc helped had been ordained at Trinity, Already this
year £640 had been received from chapters, £102 from cards and boxes, £53 from Christ-
mass cards, £25 from the West of England Pilgrimage Association, besides £200 from
two legacies. Total income was £1,247 9s. 8d. but expenditure was £1,264 8s. 6d, Gifts
to be made in October amounted to £730. :

To help the C.O.F, it wns agreed to print a Guild Christmass Card, It will be from
a block kindly made available by the Chapter of § Edward the Confessor depicting the
Holy Child and Qur Lady, after Filippo Lippi, 1406-1469, in the Uffizi Gallery, Florence.
The card, which with envelope, will not cost more than sixpence, will be in two colours,
and some will state that it is printed in aid of the C.O.F.  Please give your order carly to the
Secretary-General.

Due comment was made on the new layout of Tui Servir—all were favourable,

Arrangements were made for the Autumn Festival on Ocrober 20th at S Peter’s,
London Daocks. High Mass will be at noon, and the Guild Office at 3,30 p.o.

The North-Western Chapters’ Festival at Preston on November 3rd and the Northern
Chapters at York Minster were noted, besides the Southwark Diocesan Servers’ Festival
on January 12th and a Garden Party at Watford, Sept. 8th.

Much concern was expressed regarding the tea arrangements at London festivals.
Despite all efforts of the Secretary-General, few booked teas hefore the cvent, with the
result that many were unable®to obtain tea. At the Easter festival 98 booked and 240
had tea. This prevented adequate arrangements and complaints always resulted. 1n
futare, it is hoped that complaints will cease and all do something about it by ensuring
that teas are hooked and tickets obtained BEFORE the festival. This course will be taken
at the Autumn Festival, so obtain a tea ticket beforehand, or else NO TEA | .

The chaplain of the English Church of the Resurrection, Brussells, extended a welcome
to servers to assist when visiting Belgium—Mass on Sundays 8 and 11 a.m. ; daily (except
Mondays) 8 a.m.

It was agreed to circularise all chapter secretaries concerning the tea arrangements at
festivals, the right action for intending members of the Guild, and the Christmass cards.

The question of whether membership of the Guild was compatible with serving at a
church where evening communion took place was raised by a chapter. It was agreed that
it was not in the power of the Council ro say if it were or not.

On the question of Retreats it was hoped that chapters would make adequate arrange-
ments locally. )

The Warden reported that a statue of § Columba has been placed in the Guild Chapel
in the Shrine at Walsingham in memory of H. ] Nurse. A photograph is included in this
issue. Father Patten had expressed the hope that one day a statue of S David might also
be given, and that a really big G.8.5. Pilgrimage would visit Walsingham. (Two have
already been held but “were not well auended,

Ten guineas from the General Fund were voted for the Zululand Missionary Associa-
tion.

Future gifts from C.O.F. to ordinands will be on the same basis as gifts made by the
Anglo-Catholic Ordinations Candidates Fund, This will mean that CA.C.T.M. should
make no deduction from their payments to ordinands in respect of these gifts.

Fr Fox noted the death of Father P G Bacon, a former Chaplain-General, and an
obituary notice from Fr Poole appears in this issue. Fr Fox also thanked the brethren
for the cxcellent attendance and support at the Easter Festival. Tape recordings of the
Office will probably be available, The meeting concluded about 5.15 p.m. with the
Warden giving the Blessing,
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- NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

SS PHILIP & RICHARD, WORTHING =

The annual general meeting was held on Match 13th in the hall of our mother church,
S John the Divine, Worthing. The sccretary reported that membership had now reached
the 80 mark, and commented on the continued support the Chapter receives from the
outlying districts. The chapter met twelve times during the year, and had sung the
Office on eleven occasions, including the Southern Counties Festival in  Chichester
- Cathedral, The first Chapter Dinner was held in February, with the Chaplain and fifty
priest-associates, brothers and friends sitting down to what proved a very happy evening.
Councillor Brother Streeter was present, taking as always a great interest in all we do.
Nearly £20 was subscribed to C.O.F, during the year. On Whit-Monday High Mass
was sung in. 8 John’s Church. In Bro W T Farrow this Chapter has a brother who is
95 years of age. :

§ CYPRIAN, ROCHESTER
The Guild Office was solemnly sung on May 5th.in Rochester Cathedral by kind
permission of the Dean and Chapter, About forty servers were present, some from other
Chapters in the diocese. The Archdeacon of Rochester {Ven L. W Harland) gave the
address and the collection was given to C.O.F.
After the service the Revd C Rothery, who was visiting this country from Canada,
give a short talk in the cathedral garden of his work and church in Canada.

. S LAURENCE THE DEACON, READING

The Easter Festival was held at the Municipal and Parish Church of § Laurence,
Reading, in April. Members from churches,in Reading and district attended. Among
the visitors was the Treasurer-General, Bro A J Harding, a former server'at § Giles,
Reading, and .one-time secretary of the Reading Chapter. '

‘The chaplain, Revd A Clifford Wilson (vicar) officiated, and an address was given by
the Revd Leon Janes, priest-in-charge of 8 Michael and All Angels, Abingdon. ‘The
Revd C Isherwood, vicar of Stoke Row, was also present. Afterwards members were
entertained to tea in S Laurence Hall. Bro Harding congratulated the Reading Chapter
and expressed the hope that membership would increase, He also spoke of the activities
of the Guild and stressed the importance of supporting the Candidates Ordination Fund.

THE HOLY APOSTLES, GUERNSEY

This Chapter, the cldest in the diocese of Winchester, was honoured on May 11th
by the presence of the Bishop of Southampton at the Guild Office, which was solemnly
sung in S Stephen’s, Guernsey. The Chapter Chaplain, Revd F W Cogman, rector of
S Martin’s and Vice-Dean, officiated, and the ten priests present included the Dean of
Guernsey. A large congregation attended, including representatives from Sark, After
the office the Bishop addressed the Chapter from a chair'on the chancel step. He told
them that he had joined a chapter of the Guild in Natal in 1929 and knew what great
service the Guild rendered to the Church. *Serving is prayer in action” said the Bishop,
who stressed the need for punctuality, ¢leanliness, competence and courtesy in every
server, )

After the supper the congregation -were entertained to a buffet supper, at which the
vicar of S Stephen’s welcomed the Bishop, who had come to them, not only as a bishop
but also as a member of the Guild. Councillor Bro H M Lihou, who is secretary of the
Chapter, also spoke and said that he felt sure the Council would appreciate the Bishop’s
action in coming to them very much. The Guernsey Star and Guernsey Evening Press
carried very. full reports of the occasion. '

On the island of Herm, three miles out from Guernsey, is a little chape! dedicated
to S Tugual. This chapel was the objective of a pilgrimage by members of the Chapter
in July, It was.the first time that such a pilgrimage has been made to Herm, About
forty pilgrims travelled across to the island in a motor launch belonging to Major A G
Wood, the tenant of Herm. The robed members of the pilgrimage put on their cassocks
in the vestry of St Peter Port parish church which stands near to the sea front. On the
pilgrims’ arrival at the island, a procession was formed which walked quietly up the hill.
The Revd F W Cogman sang the office and read a message from the Bishop of Southamp-
ton, wishing every blessing on the pilgrimage. Leaving the chapel, the pilgrims walked
down to the [ittle harbour, where the chaplain said pravers for all seafarers. Hymns
were sung on the way down, and also at the harbour where the procession was dismissed.’
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THE EPIPHANY, CROYDON .

The third annual report of the Forces Linison Scheme run by this Chapter has been
issued. Under this scheme each member serving in the forces receives free of charge a
copy of Tue Server as well as the Chaptet’s own Forces” Newsletter. Bible Reading
Fellowship Notes are also issued free to all members on service. The new secretary of
the Scheme is Bro Peter Howland, 117, Cheston Avenue, Shitley, Croydon. Bro BE ]
Honey will continue to edit and produce the Forces” Newsletter,

THE HOLY GRAIL, WATFORD

Chapter services have been held within the past few weeks at Apsley, S John and §
Michael, Watford, and § James, Bushey, and were well attended. At the latter Canon
Humphties, rector of Bushey, preached an inspiring sermon on S John Baptist and Vocation
which is not necessarily solely for the priesthood or the religious life but should be in all
our spiritual undertakings., The Chapter is fortunate in having Fr Forrest, vicar of §
John’s, Watford, as its chaplain, who takes a great interest in the Guild.

: § EDWIN, HARROGATE

Qur Chaplain, Fr ] Barton, left us in May, To show our appreciation of his work
for the Chapter we presented him with a Holy Oil Stock and a gook Token. During
Fr Barton’s term of office the Chapter has sprung into life once more and we are really
grateful for all he has done for us.. A number of our members went to the Church of
the Holy Spirit, Beeston, Leeds, for his Induction. We wish him every happiness there
and know he will be happy among our brethren of the Chapter of § Ninian,

We paid a visit to S Luke’s, Clifford, for the Corpus Christi service of the Leeds and
York branches of the Church Union,

On June 29th we made a return visit to Clifford and sang the Guild Office and Bene-
diction ; the officiant was Fr L A Whiteside, parish priest of Clifford.

As this article is being written we are looking forward to our Second Annual Pil-
grimage to the Community of the Resurrection at Mitfield for their Commemoration Day
and the Northern Chapters’ Festival at York.

At the end of July we are singing the Guild Office at Allerton Mauleverer, when
Fr P. Fairburn will be the officiant. We hope that our incense, while fulfilling its primary
purpose, will alse help to exterminate the death-watch bectle! .

THE RESURRECTION, HULL

$ Augustine’s Skirlaugh, was filled in June with members of all the Catholic Societies
from Hull for the Guild Office, at which the Revd A W Jackson, of § Silas, Hull, officiated.
The sermon was preached by the Revd E Appleyard, of Swine, The service ended with a
procession in which all joined, making a full circuit of the outside of the church,

$ JEROME, MANSFIELD .

The Annual Festival was held on Easter Monday at Leicester by arrangement with
the Chapter of § John the Divine, Leicester. High Mass was celebrated in the Chutch
of § Mark, Belgrave Gate, Leicester, the Celebrant being Fr A Raymond (parish priest),
the deacon, Fr ] Ruston, and the sub-deacon, Fr H Baylis. Servers from the Leicester
Chapter assisted, and Bro F A Boughton, secretary of the Chapter of § John the Divine,
was M.C. There was a procession of about one hundred servers and priests, around this
spacious and beautiful church. :

Lunch was held at the nearby schools, at which Fr Raymond welcomed servers to
Leicester.- Canon Leeper, Chancellor of Southwell Minster, and founder of the Chapter
of § Jerome, replied on behalf of the visitors and was supported by Bro M J H Browning,
secretary. of $ Jerome Chapter,

Before the Guild Office, which was sung in the Church of § Stephen, Leicester, there
was a short procession of witness around the streets adjacent to the church. The Officiant
at the Guild Office was the Revd Fr Bannister, of Long Eaton, and Bro ] M Merry, trea-
surer of the Chapter of S Jerome, was M.C, Setvers from Leicester, Mansfield and
Nottingham assisted. The address was given by the Archdeacon of Loughborough, the
Ven R B Cole, and the service was concluded with Devotions.

Tea was held in S Philips Hall and the address of welcome was given by the Assistant
Bishop of Leicester, who was snpported by the Archdeacon of Loughborough.” Bro W T
Cheaney, secretary-general of the Guild, and one of the founder members of the Leicester
Chapter. replied on behalf of the visitors.
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The Festival was concluded by the singing of-Evensong in the Church of S.Philip,
" Leicestet, the officiant being the Archdeacon of Loughborough, parish priest.

About two hundred servers and their friends attended the Festival, all of whom’ had’
witnessed a successful and inspiring day, on which the weather was worthy of the occasion.:
Collections throughout the day were or the Candidates for Ordination Fund, and.realised
over £14. Servers from all parts of the Fast Midlands were present,. mcludmg Leicester,
Mansfield, Nottingham, Coventry, Derby, Burton-on-Trent, Northampton and Chester-
field” The thanks of the organisers are due to the parish priests concerned and to all those
who so willingly gave up their Bank Holiday for the worship of God. * .

PROVINCIAL GROUP 9, OXFORD

On Saturday, 9th June, 1956, at Abingdonon-Thames, two Bishops attended the
Festival arranged by Provincial Gmup Nine, which covers the Diocese of Oxford.

Solemn High Mass in the presence of the Lord Bishop of the Diocese was sung, in §
Michael’s Churtch, the Celebrant being the prist-on-ctiarge, Fr L G Janes, The § Michacl’s
Singers, conducted on this occasion by’ the Precentor of Radley College, sang Vittoria’s
setting of the “Ecc:: sacerdos magnus” at the Bl%hop s. solemn entry, and the Four-Part
Mass and Moter, “Ave Verum Corpus,” both by Byrd Bro John Baldwm was “the
organist.

To enable them to meet the Bishop, a lunch for the Fesnval officials and Chaptet
officers was held in Abingdon’s historic Guild Hall.* In a short speech of welcome Fr
Janes told the Bishop how grateful all were for his honourlng the Festival With his

resence. He also welcomed Bishop Parham, Fr Loveless ‘'and 'all the other guests wha
Ey their help and presence had contrlbuted to thc h'\pplness of the day The Bishop of
Oxford replied for the guests,

In the afternoon a meeting under the chalrmanshlp of Fr A (..hﬂ'ord Wllson, vicar of
S Lawtence’s, Reading, was held in the Church Hall: " Fr K'N-J Loveless, Chaplain of
C.O.F.,spokcon the subject of Vocition and the need'to'éncourage the rlght type of man
t seek the ptiesthood. "Bro R,A W Edden and Bro A'] Hardmg also spoke.

Afterwards the Guild Office was sélemnly surig at $Michael’s by Fr Loveless, when
Bishop A G Parham, Assistant Bishop of Oxford, presided at the throne and preached a
memorable sermon.  Thase Guild councillors who were present” thped to prowdc the
Bishop’s attendants and Bro John Stack pl'xycd the organ .

CORPUS CHRISTI, BULAWAYO, SOUTHERN RHODESIA
. * This Chapter’s feast of title was marked by High Mass,-sung in the Church of the
Ascension, Hillside. The Archdeacon of Matabeleland (Ven, J N Stopford) was the
celebrant, assisted by the chaplain, Fr:A G Miles: (S Mqry s, Famona) :md Fr J Adams
(5 Matgaret of Scotland, Northend).

8§ PETER AND PAUL; PETERBOROUGH oo

On June 16th the Chapters from Cambridge, Peterborough, and Huntingdon joined
together to sing the Office in S Leonard’s Church; Little, Downham, by kind invitation
of Canon ] A ] Atkinson {formerly chaplain of the Pctcrborough Chaptcr) Somc ten
priest assaciates, forty brethren and as many friends were present. :
The Lord Bmhop of Ely presided ac the’ Solemn. Gu1l£®ﬂicc and in his. address
reminded servers of their high office. He cmpbasised that Prayer Penitence and, regular
attendance at church must be the foundation of .a server’s dunes Thc collectmn for

C OF realised £2 13s. ,
THE HOLY ROOD, EALING

The Christmas festival was held at $ Peter’s, Acton Green, at “the invitation of l‘
W G de Lara Wilsan, who sang the Office.. . In his sermon, Fr W!kon spoke of our great
need for the use of the Sacrament of Penance, and asked: that during the Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament which was to follow, all should pray Learnestly for the lapsed and
for those who had ceased to frequent the Sacrament of Penance. * Afterwards the brethren
were entertained by Fr Wilson at an mformal rcccprlon at whlch the Chaplam-Genctal
honoured us with his presence. ’

Some 40 members attended the annual gcneral meetmg in April. The Oﬁice was
sung by the chaplain, the Revd W Walker, 1n his church of § Chnstopher, Hanwell.
The acting secretary read the Chapter report,

The Corpus Christi festival was held in Christ the Sav;ou.r Ealmg, on 6th _]une The
- Office was sung by the chaplain, and the address given by Fr.G levine, priest- m-chargc
of The Holy Angels, Cranford. In'the absence of Fr Aglionby, who was away. resting on
doctor’s ordets, the Blessed Sacrament was carried in procession by Fr G BtISCOC, assisted,
by Frs Walker and Irvine. - The serviceiended with, .Benediction._ . .-,
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FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S DESK

SINCE MY LAST “NOTES” much has happened to focus our attention on the things
that matter in the life of the Church, both locally and in the wider field of England,
1t was my privilege to represent the Guild officially at two important events locally :

1. ‘The Foundation-stone laying of the New Cathedral at Coventry by H M Queen

Elizabeth 11
anl :
2, The énthronement of the Rt Reverend Cuthbert Bardsley, lately Suffragan of

Croydon, as the new Diocesan of Coventry.

_ Both occasions were favoured by excellent weather. . The first event saw the immense
congregation seated on the new concrete floor of the New Cathedral with no cover as
yet and as the enthronement was held in the ruins of the old cathedral another sunny day
made this especially a happy occasion, To this latter I was accompanied by Brother
H C Moore, of Croydon, and thus both the Chapters concerned with the Bishop's designa-
tion, past and present, were coupled in no mean manner. 1 have received a most kindly
letter of thanks from his Lordship assuring us that the Guild has always been in his
thoughts whilst at Croydon though he could seldom be present at their services. At the
same time he expressed his thanks for the message of welcome he had received from the
Guild and acknowledged that we should find him both a friend and ally.

Then in quick succession came the Corpus Christi Festival—this year at Nottingham
—and this so well found acceptance that even members from Stockport filled a coach with
servers and friends, who arrived in time for the High Mass at which the Assistant Bishop
of Peterborough, the Rt Reverend Gerald Vernon, preached an excellent sermon on the
Dignity and Privilege of Labour with particular reference to the share that servers and the
Priesthood alike have in their duties in the Sanctuary. Leicester was the'scene of the
Midlands Chapters gathering under the auspices of the Mansficld Chapter, again well
attended by visitors from many places distant and coming nearer the date these notes are
transcribed the Group 17 Peter-tide Festival saw a splendid gathering at Bromsgrove
with almost all the Chapters in the Group with their friends worshipping in All Saints®
Church. The Assistant Bishop of Wortcester preached and presided at the High Mass,
whilst at the Office the preacher was Fr David, S S F.

Elsewhere in these Islands are repotis of G § S members witnessing for the Faith
that is our birthright—first at Glastonbury, where the Annual West of England Pilgrimage
saw large crowds of earnest and devoted churchmen and women attend the ceremonies
in that Shrine of many years ago. Here is was that our own Chaplain-General, Fr Jarrett,
wag the special preacher., Then our Guernsey brethren once more sailed over the seas
to sing their Office, this time to Herm, where in the old chapel of § Tugual, they rendered
the Plainsong of the Office to the accompaniment of the sea. Readers of the Charch
Times will have seen a pictorial record of that little band of servers on the shores of Herm.

Now as we hear over the Radio “Over to ? ? ? ” | wonder how many of you heard
or both saw and heard our own Warden being interviewed by John Ellison on June 30th
“IN TOWN TONIGHT.” Among the questions made to him was one regarding the
use of the term “Father,” especially as he was an Anglican Priest and usually this term is
taken to denote Roman Catholics only. The date was most appropriate, being the day
after the Feast of Title of 8 Peter’s, London Docks, of which Fr Fox is vicar, He delight-
fully explained the title “Father” as applied to many Anglican priests and we may be sure
that many listeners have been agrecably enlightened thereby, More power to his elbow,
or should it be his voice?

Now as to ourselves as a Guild. You and 1 have some share this year in the Centenary
cclebrations at S Peter’s, London Docks, as we have a special invitation to hold the
Autumn Pestival there with Fr Fox to welcome us in person (IDV) as on the last occasion
we visited that delightful quarter of Dockland Fr Fox was under doctor’s orders and
could not be seen. This time we must make up for it if possible,

NOW your help is needed—and a warning is given here—TEA. To fully cater for
all who will require TEA the Council recently decided that all who are staying for this
must obtain a ticket at least four days previously. This is only fair to our friends who
have catered so well for us in the past but we must help them if they are to help us whilst
there must be no loss to be bome by Guild Funds.

The happy atmosphere that these events create are more so when all of us have
contributed our best and your enjoyment of this Festival will be the greater if you help
the Council and § Peter’s in this matter—your pleasure is our delight.

So please come to S Peter’s on Saturday, October 20th, and make if a great occasion,
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C. BRITTON & SON

88, WILLIAM ROAD, REGENTS PARK
| LONDON, N.W.1.

INCENSE BLENDERS - - - SANCTUARY. REQUISITES

SANCTUARY OIL

O UR A.l. Quality at 32/- per Gallon is unsurpassable

and we Guarantee Satisfaction or Refund Money in
Sull on return of unused portion after fourteen days
trial.

A Second Quality at 25/6 per Gallon.
WAFERS (TINS FREE)

PRIEST’S '

Crucifix, Monogram or Plain Per 50 ... £0 2 9
PEOPLE’S :

Crucifix or Monogram : } Per 250 ... £0 5 0
Medium or Small ) , 1000 ... £1 0 0O
- Greek Cross . 250 ... -£0 5 0O
. Medium Size only ) ,, 1000 .. £1 0 O
Plain, Mediom Size only ) . 250 ... £0°4 9
.. ,, 1000 ... £0 17 6.
Mixed Designs or Plain : v 300 ... £0 3 6

WICKS, STANDING or FLOATING,
SANCTUM LIGHTS and GLASSES,
NIGHTLIGHTS.

CANDLES in 65%, 25% BEESWAX, VEGETABLE,
STEARINE or COMPOSITION.  Also VOTIVES

AGENT for DIADEM SILVER & BRASSWARE
PRAYER and HYMN BOOKS, Etc.

.




MOWBRAYS
CHURCH SHOPS

%*

Devotional Books
Servers’ Manuals
Cassocks and Surplices
Albs and Cottas
Sanctuary Requisites

Candles

Incense and Charcoal

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION

¥t

LONDON - - - 28 MARGARET STREET, W.1
OXFORD - 35 PEMBROKE STREET, ST. ALDATE’S
CAMBRIDGE - - - [4 KING’S PARADE
LEEDS - - - - - 5 ALBION PLACE
BIRMINGHAM - - - 39 CanNNON STRE};T
MANCHESTER - - - 44 BRAZENNOSE STREET
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