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. EDITORIAL -

FATHER FCX at the Guild’s Easter Festival gave a clarion call to all
members to shake the world from its indifference, lethargy and even op-
position to God’s Holy Church. The Guild with its ten thousand members
could certainly do great things for our Lord and Holy Church if all strove
with example and deeds to show the ‘man in the street’ how necessary it
is to be the ‘man in the pew’ worshipping with the body of Christ.

We have ten thousand.with us, but it has not been so in the past, and
" from small beginnings great things have been accomplished. ‘In this
issue two such are included—a small beginning of possibly twelve people
in a remote corner of Britain was the foundation of the Christian faith in
this country. For those who would know even more of the Glastonbury
story there is the documented book, ‘S Joseph of Arimathea and Glaston-
bury,’ wnttcn by a former vicar, the Revd L S Lewis, which presents to
us the intriguing possibilities of this island being visited by our’ Lord and
our Lady. ) 2 ' '

- From 1900 years ago we come to 100 yeats ago with the Good"Shepherd
Mission in Dockland and its subsequent tale of Christian endurance and
fortitude of parish and people in the now famous Catholic centre of S
Peter’s, London Docks. :

" Special prominence is given in this number to thc talc of this parish
whete our Warden is vicar, and not least in the devoted line of parish
priests. He has engrafted the faith to those so sadly assailed in the damage
of the last war, The brethren throughout the world rejoice in the high
festival being kept at S Peter’s this year.

Glastonbury, with its great annual pilgtrimage of devotion, the example
of S Peter’s, London Docks, the modern presentation of the faith in ‘North
End Review’ (mentioned elsewhere in this issue), all show how God’s
Church does answer- the needs of man in every age. Brethren Fu'm in
our faith let us proclaim the Good News to our fellow-men

From the Warden, “The Warden is most grateful to the 200 servers who

came to. 8. Peter’s for the Centenary Thanksgiving. Their presence

greatly helped to make the procession and service dignified and memorable,
3




SERVERS KEEP HIGH FESTIVAL

S JUDE-ON-THE-HILL in Hampstead Garden (Suburb drew crowds
of servers and their friends from all the corners of the country as far apart
as Wales, East Anglia, the West Country, Barrow-in-Furness and the
South Coast, besides the Midlands and, of course, many from the London
Chapters. This famous church designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, with its:
imposing situation, is unique for its extensive mural decorations depicting
incidents in our Lord’s life, the parables, women of the Bible and through
the ages, the Revelation of § John, etc. The many beautiful furnishings
showed the warmth of devotion of the congregation and its devoted priests
in the fifcy years' life of the parish, and there are many records of the interest
shown in its welfare by the Royal Family from King Edward VII to the
Duke of Edinburgh. '
THE HIGH MASS .
The castern apse, with its great mural of the Last Supper with the Resurrection and
Ascension above, was the focus of all for the solemn High Mass at noan, which proceeded
with unhurried dignified solemnity ; the celebrant being the Warden of the Guild, Fr
J B M Fox, with the vicar, Fr W' M Masters, deacor, and the assistant priest, Fr O M
Brooke-Clarke, as sub-deacon. ‘The Guild Choir with Organist led the singing ; the setting
of the Mass being Missa de Angelis. The great volume of singing of the two hymns
compared with the almost silent congregation for the setting of the Mass : it is a great
pity that oppottunities are lost in gatherings such as these to get a more united offering
of the liturgy by everyone being able to join in all parts of the service. An unforgettable
note in the service was the ringing of the great bell at the consecration. To the notes of
Purcell’s “Trumpet Voluntary’ the brethren left the church to descend to the busy thorough-
fare of Golders Green for lunch.

’ THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This was held in the Institute, about 300 brethren being present. The Warden, Fr
Fox, was in the chair, with the Chaplain-General, Fr Jarrett, the chaphin of Ordination
Fund, Fr Loveless, the lay-warden, Brother Wale, and the Guild officials, secretary, trea-
surer, Ordination Fund secretary;~and organist, besides the editor of TreE Server and
other councillors,

The meeting began ar 2.30 p.m. with Bro. Edden ercsenting the C.O.F report. The
minutes and annual report were taken “as read” and then servers present gave names of
places which they represented. Bro Harding, the treasurer, read the accounts and appealed
for increased support for THE SERVER. :

THE WARDEN’S CALL TO ACTION

Father Fox then addressed the Guild, first with a personal note of thanks for the
many kind enquiries and prayers for him made during his illness last year.

He said he greatly enjoyed being Warden, it was a privilege to lead a band of men in
one of the greatest of works—serving the Lord’s Altar.  The present age seemed to him
to be a ‘Jungle Age’ where most pecple were bent on destroying, but one thing did not
change or alter, never waned or could be destroyed—it was the Holy Catholic Church
of Christ. In this country, presumably Christian, one finds lack of respect for things
religious, holy or sacred. One did not wish to live in a puritan age, and did not condemn
the good things of life, but despite the fatuous and inane remarks of some, England was
mote or less a pagan country, as witness the way in which Good Friday was kept.

We, Guild members, see and know this and must face the true facts and not live in a
fool’s paradise. All must have eyes truly open and do everything possible to uphold
the honour 2nd dignity of our Blessed Lord, King, Crucified 8:1:, Redeemer—to uphold
His Church, His Faith. ’

Nothing can destroy God’s Holy Church. We could shake the world. Let us show

eople the truth and teach and practice the faith. If the Guild took it to heart as a2 body
it could be a driving force for the return to the practice of the faith by many now outside:

In conclusion Fr Fox said how happy he was to be of service to the Guild, and hé

was pleased to see Brother Wale present ; the recipe for perpetual youth. C. .
: Fr Fox and the other officials wete all re-elected and the following Councillors were
elected :— 4




-London. Group No.1 Bro. R F Boorman
3 » 5 » F HewLerr
Provincial Group No.3 ,, F E ] StreeTer
- 4' ,, N SasINE
s 3 7 » H V Barnerr
”» » 12 . ” A C WiLLiaMms
" D 20 » W R STEVENSON

11 . R Harvey o '

Father Loveless said he was most grateful to be chaplain to the Candldates for Oftdina-
tion Fund ; it was an interesting position.to hold, particularly since he had a close con-
nection with the Bishop of London’s Ordination Board. The position of candidates was
now much healthier, but there could be no let up, and thc Guild must give increasing
support 1o see that the very best ordinands were helped. -

The editor of Triz SERVER appealed for more news from the Chapters and for artlcles
of interest, particulatly some giving instruction for the yonnger members.

A motion was received from the Chapter of the Holy Apostles asking for the exemp—
tion from subscriptions and ‘the ‘honorary associateships of members bécoming religicus.
The principle was agreed and the Councxl was asked to make the necessary alterations to
the Rules.

Bro Edden moved a resolution protestmg against the action of CACT. M. reducmg
graats to ordinands who receive personal gifts from the Guild by that amount. - The
motion was agreed to but it was felt. that, concerted action with the Anglo—Cathohc
Ordination Candidates Fund should be made. o

The meeting concluded with the Warden expressing thanks to Fr Masters, the vu:ar
of § Judes, for the use of his church, and to all those working for the welfare of the Guild.

Tea was held in the adjoining school, and after robing in the school the brethren
processed to S Judes for the Guild Office. The vested servers almost filling the large
nave, with' friends in the aisles and chapels. :

. .THE GUILD OFFICE ., .

The Chaplain- Gehetal, ‘Fathet Jarrett, officiated at thc Office. Bro Treadwell at
the organ, with the Guild Choir and Tour cantors in copes.. The Guild’s banner depicting
the holy child, Samuel, was carried in the procession that encircled the church Fathcr
Fox, assisted b Frs )arrett and Loveless, officiated at Benediction,

The dignified ‘ceremonial was again a,mark of this service, which will remain oiit-
standing in the Guild’s annals, in that it was recorded, and will be sent to Austmha, where
already the Office has been broadcast.

The brethren left the church to the now customary ‘Hallclu]ah Choms "A great

Easter fcsnval
C.O.F.

Your PRAYERS are asked for the following members of. G.S.S. known to bc Ordmands
BISHOPS COLLEGE, Cursuunt.—Daniel V G Brock, Thomas D DEserrT, Charles
. G Dickinson, Philip ] Havrorp, David F C Jones, Gcoffrcy F' JAMES Dennis W W
PEARCE, Dcrnck B PinpER, Christopher ] D RoGERrson.,”
+ S BONIFACE, WARMINSTER, WILTS —Donald A R Amp, Donald B ALpreD, John H
"+ CORKE, john D MATTHEWS
BRASTED THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, Nr. SeviNOAKs, Kenr.—Eric C Forp:
. § CHAD COLLEGE, Durnam.-—George E Evison, John D Mooreg, - leham A
NUNNERLEY, Bernard SHackLETON, Michael H WHITEHEAD.
CHICHESTER T.C., Susstx.—Frederick J. ‘Bernarpi, Roy BEN’CE Enc J Iing,
" Barry A Jackson, "Gerald Rrcrarnson.” .
COMMUNI TY OF THE RESURRECTION (Leens and - MIRFIELD). —john
Amswortr, Jack C Horpen, Claude M Lawrenson, Kenneth D PenroLb, David
G PROSSER, H]Iary J SHarmaAN, Stanley A Zgal.
CODRINGTON COLLEGE, B W Ivpizs.—Laurence D’AGUIAR Denys Tonks.
CORPUS CHRISTI COLLEGE CamriDGE—Brian ] MacDoNALD-MILNE.-
S DAVID, Lamperer, WALES. —Gw-ynn Bowen Anthony T MiLLER, Barrie Howmzs.
EDINBURGH T C, ScoTLanb. —Christopher A Cooxk.
ELY T C, Camss. —Raymond IF Buncg, D'wul J PrrcuEr, John TUNanGE, Anthony
W WLLLING Edward B Woob.
i FITZWILLIAM HOUSE, CaMprinGE.—David E BENNETT,
§ JOHN, Dursau. —Graham Hanps.

5 -



§.5.M., KernaMm, Norrs.—Michael BroMrienp, John R. Dacosta, Arthur R Hancus,
Peter Nunn, Philip WHITEHEAD.

KING’S COLLEGE, Lonnon.—John H C Bungrr, Terence ] CARTER, Peter | Hunr,
Ronald H Jorpan, Walter G Marrow, Peter McCrory, Eric ] PorTEus, Robin M
PuiLLirs, Harold RoruweLL, Geoffrey T SouThGAaTE, Albert F TruabweLL, Keith
I Woobnnouse, Martyn S Wrarren, Peter R WgnrT,

LICHFIELD T.C,, Starrs.—Dennis AskEw, Martin J BAnNsLEY, Walter GR Mogris,
Charles W Woobs.

LINCOLN T.C., Lincs.—Bernard B Humpnngys,

MERTON COLLEGE, Oxrorb.—Jjohn M WeLLs

S MICHAEL'S, LLANDAPF, WALES,—David S Lek,

S PETER'’S, Oxrorn,—Clive W Lker.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE, Birmmngnam.—George DD ABELL.
SALISBURY T.C., WiLts,—Douglas B Mpasures, Detisé R TriLey.

S STEPHEN'S, OxrorD.—Cavell H ] CaveLL-NorthaM, Robert JEnNnONGS, Ivan D
KicHTLEY, Peter LAISTER.

TRINITY COLLEGE, DusLin, Eine.—Vernan M Scorr.

Not every one of the above are rcccivin% gifts from C.O.F, and your financial help
will be appteciated as well as your PRAYERS. -
. Ricrianp A W EDDEN,
Secretary, C.O.F.
KeEnneTH N ] LovELESs,
Chaplain, C.O.F.

“NORTH END REVIEW”

OF recent years there has been 2 much-needed improvement in the standatd
of parish magazines. A few are outstanding, and among these is Nor#h
End Review, the parish paper of § Mark, North End, Portsmouth (3d.
monthly).

It is a “parish paper® and not a *parish magazine.” That is to say, it is an illustrated
six-page newspaper, attractively produced and cleverly edited. The February, 1956,
number, for example, had as front-page feature Tom Driberg’s article, ‘Is there a Fleer
Street Plot against the Church,’ reproduced, with illustrations, by permission of Church
Mlustrared, in which it first appeared. Page 2 catried an interview, again illustrated, with
the local M\P. Page 3 had local news and photographs, which cleverly included news of
forthcoming events in the parish. Page 4 had a photograph and obituary of Dr Garbett,
photographs of parish wccﬁﬁng anniversaries anrf an article, *Fighting fit for life,” which
cxplained the purpose of Lent. Page 5 had a ‘portrait’ of a local V.LP., a more serious
article and a complete list of services and staff of the parish, with its three churches, seven
priests and two lay readers, and the Calendar for the month, with daily intentions. The
final page had three news photographs, ‘Saturday night in North End,’ a children’s corner,
prayer biddings and parish registers.

Each page, of course, carries advertisements, as in a secular newspaper. Each page
gives the impression of a live enthusiastic and well-run parish, with a staff and congregation
keen on winning souls,

Such’ a paper must obviously attract anyone who sees a copy and its circulation is
no doubt quitc large among non-churchgoers. They will read it, and unconsciously
absorb the Chutch’s message, when they would fight shy of the conventional parish
magazine. Such an effort as Nors) Emy Review is obviously only possible in a town
parish with adequate staff, but it could be emulated in many more places.

We would like to congtatulate the Editor and his staff on such a refreshing picce of
Christian propaganda, and hope that their efforts may be greatly blessed.

The address of the Circulation Manager is 64, Wadham Road, North End, Portsmrput}:.
PF
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AT

‘GLASTONBURY"
by W. H. MorLEY

OF the many blessings the Catholic Revival has brought to the Church
of England, not the least is the number of pilgrimages now made to sacred
places throughout the land, amongst which Glastonbury is famous.

- About thirty years ago our Bristol Chapter sang the Guild Office within the abbey
walls and probably little realised the vast numbers who would undertake the pilgrimage
in succeeding years. The old pilgrim ways ate again traversed though not so much on foot
as by car and motor coach. Pilgrimages organised by the Church Union and other bodies
are regularly made and once again High Mass is celebrated on the site of the High Altar
of Glastonbury, : i ' ‘

The earliest account of this sacred place comes from William of Malmesbury (1125),
who states that a little wattle church dedicated to Qur Lady had been built or restored by
missionaries from Rome at the request of King Lucius in 166. He probably knew of
carlier stories possibly concerning King Arthur and S Joseph of Arimathea, but would
not commit himself. ~These earlicr traditions are, however, well known and vety popular,
especially that of § Joseph of Arimathea building there the first Christian church in this
land, and bringing with him the Holy Grail in the thirty-first year after Our Lord’s Passion
and fifteen years after Our Lady’s assumption into heaven. Another legend states that
S Joseph thrust his staff into the ground, when it immediately blossomed into the Glaston-.
bury Thorn, which flowers at Christmas and in the spring. Off-shoots of this grow in
Glastonbury gardens, including a particularly large bush by the side of the parish church.

Another legend connects this place with Avalon and King Arthur, whose remains

are stated to have been found in the monks’ cemetery in the reign of Henry II and subse-

vently placed in a black marble mausoleum before the High Altar by command of King

dwatd 1. This tomb is known to have been in existence in the middle of the sixteenth

centuty. Several Saxon kings and the famous historian Gildas were also buried in the
monks’ cemetery.

It is stated that in the sixth century S David of Wales desired to consecrate the wattle
church when Our Lord appeared to him in a vision saying that He, the great High Priest,
had long ago dedicated the little church to the honour of His Ever-Virgin Mother. This
wattle church, which had been protected by boarding and a lead roof by Paulinus in 633,
was probagly seen by Malmesbury. It was, however, destroyed by fire, with other build-
ing, in 1184, ;

-§ Mary's chag:], sometimes called S Joseph’s, was built in 1186, probably upon the
site of the earlier building, and the various additions made during the centuries comprise
the ruins we now see. Under the chapel was a ctypt dedicated to S Joseph of Arimathea,
in which his statue was placed. )

That the various legends and venerable traditions have greatly influenced the past
cannot be doubted and they have made an abiding mark even at present days, but actually’
they are not met with until about 1191. There was probably a British abbey there before
the Saxon conquest, and the. first Saxon abbot was appointed about 670. In the eighth
century a monastery, built to the cast of the original building, was plundered by the
Danes but restored by S. Dunstan, a native of Glastonbury, who was appointed abbot in
940. The minster was dedicated in 1302, ’

The Benedictine abbey of § Mary was a splendid foundation ruled by mitred abbots
with almost regal splendour and was noted for its learning, its hospitality to rich and poor
and its diligence in holy religion. Its dissolution commenced on August 25th, 1539, and
the last abbot, Richard Whiting, hid the sacramental vessels from the spoilers, for which

- he suffered a terrible death, though eighty years of age. He was taken to the Tower of

London, arrainged at Wells and executed on Glastonbury Tor.  His body was quartered
and sent to various parts of Somerset whilst his head was fixed on the abbey gate. The
murder of this able and high-minded man was one of the blackest of the many black spots
of those days. Some centuries later he was beatified by Pope Leo XIIL
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‘The buildings subsequently fell into decay and becameé a stone-guarry for the neigh-
bourhood. 1n 1906 the property came into the market and with the assistance of Bishop
Kennion of Bath and Wells was bought for the Church of England by Mz, Jardine, of
Nottingham, for £30,000. It is now administered by a diocesan trust consisting of the

Archbishop, the Bishop of Bath and Wells, four other bishops and one clerical and one
lay member.

The town owed its medieval importance to the abbey and was under the jurisdiction
of the abbots, a jurisdiction recognised by Henry I1 and Edward 1, but it became a borough
in the reign of Queen Anne. Apart gom the abbey ruing there are many interesting
architectural features in the town, including a fifteenth-century pilgrims’ inn and a more
modern market cross ; and despite ‘modern improvements’ it stiﬁ retains that atmosphere
of sanctity experienced in holy places.

+ R.LP, +

WALTER HENRY GULSON

BY the passing of Walter Gulson the church of All Saints, Sydenham, has
lost so far as outward fellowship is concerned, a most loyal and enthusiastic
member, and 1 personally have lost a most valued friend whom fot many
years I have affectionately admired.

He had been a server for many years before I became vicar. For 25 years after that
he, as a server, and he and his sister in various other ways, did all they could to support
and further the work of the Church in this parish and further afield. For many of those
years they were members of the Parochial Cﬁurch Council and of the Missionary Associa-
tion ; and during the strain of the war years Walter proved a tower of strength by the
¢xample of his character, his fervent devotion to Our Lord, and his steadfast service to the
Church and congregation. He was a man of prayer and charity and a worker in every
sphere of the Church’s activities, T-rejoice to know that during the last three years he
has given to my successor the same co-opération which he gave to me.

' Of the many excellencies of his character I mention here four which seem to me to
have been outstanding

1. Ruumapicrry. He never let you down.  You could always depend upon him to carry
,. outanything he undettook to do,

2. Loyarty. When opinion was divided, as at times it is, he accepted decisions made
< by those on whom lay the responsibility to make them arxl gave his unstinted support

to them,
3. Zea., His wotk for the Church was no half-hearted affair. It came from a deep
« '-love of God and giving of his best=—he put all his energies into it. 2

4.  And perhaps most of all, Huminiry, 1 believe it is that which has won such agreat
*" affection for him. He was 2 man of great influence because he was a humble man, a
Christian gentleman.

For many years he suffercd from physical disabilities which were known only to his
relations and more intimate friends, and which he bore bravely. To these more recently
was added the infirmity of old age as he approached and passed his 90th birthday. Right
up to the end he continued to serve at the Altar as and whenever he could.

During all these years he was nursed and cared for most devotedly by his sister, and
T'believe it is due to her care of him that we owe his continuance with us for so many years.
Those of us who know them well are grateful to her for that. And now the pain of
bereavement must be vety severe for her.  Pray for her that she may be given the spiritual
and physical strength to bear up under it, and pray for Walter that he may progress in the
fuller life in Christ to which he is called and that he may be abundantly blessed for his
16ving service here on carth.

{Canon) GEORGE BransoN. -

The Chapter of § Tharcissius, of which Walter was a mast active member until age
revented him, expressed their affection by donating a gift of money to the Candidates
ot Ordination Fund, the expressed wish of his sister. .
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TO SERVERS IN THE FORCES

by Rocer C GrEAves

AS most young men in Britain are required by law. to serve a_period in
the Armed Forces, it will be a fair assumption to say that a number of my
readers are either serving, ot will do so in the future, and it is to those
especially that I would like to address my remarks. Beingin the army I
will use that as my example, but the substance of what I have to say can
no doubt be applied to the other sefvices. '

Religion is a recognised factor in the Army, being on the same footing as Cooking,

" Pay, Engineering, etc., in that it has a Corps devoted to it, the Royal Army Chaplains’

. Department—and this Corps is unique in that-it is composed only of officers. These

. chaplains have either come into the Army to make the service of God in it their career,

-

or else they do a three-year spell in uniform, and then go back to parish life. By giving
priests a military status the Army. has restricted their activities and close influence. It

, has made the Officers’ Mess their-home as regards accommodation, but does not com-
', pensate for the loss of a vicarage for personal work. There is often the camp church or
i chapel,'and sometimes the chaplain’s office, but usually they are unsuitable or ill-sited,

As a result, the contact between priest and men is restricted to church services, “Padre’s

.Hours” and “Fellowships,” ‘These affect either the already established churchgoer, or

clse the idle soldier seeking 45 minutes’ rest. ‘ T

* Therefore the onus of Christian Witness falls more on the layman than is usual in
civilian life. As scevants of Our Lord’s altar it behoves us ‘that we should be in the
forefront in the practice of Christian Charity, Fellowship and Witness.

In many cases this is so. . A server entering the Army is usually keen to seek out the
chaplain, and offer his services in any activity when they may be required. He will also
be most anxious to live by the same standards as he wouf'd at home. Due to the necessity
of accommodating Anglicans of all schools of thought, Army chaplains have to stick to a
‘middle course’ in the conduct of their services, etc. This in a number of instances is |
the stumbling block to the more ‘advanced’ of cur brethren, and they unreasonably adopt
a hostile attitude to the chaplain because of his chirchmanship, without stopping to
consider his position. ‘ i

As soon’as the first opportunity presents-itself they shed all copnection with his
ministrations, and seek a more ‘sound’ church in the district where they are stationed. T
have even come across certain extremists who attended the local Roman Cathelic Church
instead of the Garrison Church. Their argument was that they wete accustomed to a
certain mode of worship and if it were not offered in their local church; then they would
seek it elsewhere—even outside their own Communion if necessary.

Such actions not only perplex those outside our Chutch, but wotse still, they even
create a feeling of ill-will against the offenders and against the particular section of the
Church in which they proclaim their ‘loyalty,” from the remaining Anglicans in their unit,
We must always be forward in maintaining our position and beliefs, but when such practices
ovetstep the bounds of chutchmanship and pass into the stage of individualism, then we
must call a halt. .

Another bad habit 1 would mention is that of, when asked their religious denomina-
tion for records, etc., instead of being proud to state ‘Church of England,” they come out:
with ‘Anglo-Catholic.” Whilst this appellage denotes the particular church party to

“which the speaker belongs, it is absolutely wrong to give it as a denomination. It is in-
E 14 Y g to g

- correct legal

y—in the eyes of the Army they are ‘C. of E.’~=but it also adds confusion to

- the already amazed outsiders and distress to the loyal sons of the Church that they do not

service as It so often appears to be at present,

see fit to acknowledge their spiritial Mother. .

To the outside obsetver, whether he be of another denomination, or an unbeliever,
out Church appears perplexing enough as it is, and such practices only add to the confusion
that exists in their minds. . .

May 1 appeal to all members of the Guild who are serving, or will be in the future, to
maintain their first loyalty to the garrison church and its priest, and to put their own
personal tastes second. Do not abandon your opinions and ideas, only let them be tem-
pered with charity towards our fellow-church members whom God has seen fit to give us.
Only then will our belief in the unity of our Church be basgd on reality, and less on lip-
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The Attention of Servers
and all Catholics

IS CALLED TO
THE WORK OF

“The Guild of all Souls”

Founded March 1873

A Devotional Guild for Intercessory Prayer for
the Dying and for the Repose of the Souls of
Deceased Members and all the Faithful departed.

An Intercession Paper of names of the Departed
is issued Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book,
for perpetual remembrance is issued each year.

Enquiries from :—
The Rev. The Secretary,
G.A.S. Office,
39, Victoria Street,
WESTMINSTER, S.W.1.
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S PETER’S, LONDON DOCKS

has always been one of the most important Catholic churches in London.
Tt was one of the first to bring light and colour into the religion of the
East End. Alchough it had its difficult times it was ultimately rewarded
by the warm affection of those on whose behalf it had struggled so man-
fully.” The slums in whose midst it was originally built have now been
replaced by fine arrays of flats, and the people have more light and colour
in their homes than they had in the old days. But the work remains
essentially the same, né.mely, to make all alike realise the romance and
adventure of true living and to keep them in contact with Christ, who alone
can give courage and energy to live life to the full,

+ WM: WAND,

"Canon Residentiary 'qf S Paul’s,
until recenily Bishop of London.
1



FATHER LOWDER
by W H Morvry,

MANY of us know S Peter’s, London Docks, very well as our Warden
is its present vicar, but the story of its foundation during a very stormy
period of English Church history may not be so well known.

At Oxford, Charles Lowder came under the influence of John Henry Newman and
was amongst the hundreds of undergraduates who crowded S Mary’s Church every
Sunday afternoon. Newman awakened this young man’s heart and conscience and he
became a firm Tractarian and determined to take Orders. His first t:umci(l was in Somerset,

where he said the Daily Offices by himsclf as the ringing of the church bell brought no
response. .

Then followed five years of hard work at Tetbury, where he continued to teach and
to visit, and his kind face was seen everywhere, often surrounded by children. In 1851
Lowder went to § Batnabas, Pimlico, where the protestant riots were in full swing and
the mob battered on the church doors and tried to do as much material damage as possible.
Such fury can hardiy be imagined in these days, and the ceremonial then attacked is now
quite notmal even in ‘low’ churches.

One day in retaliation the choitboys prepared to stone a protestant sandwich-board
man but Lowder intervened and suggested rotten eggs. The result can be imagined and
the protestants complained to the bishop who, although secretly amused, professed to be
indignant and suspended Lowder for six weeks. During this period he went to France,
where he studied the life and methods of S Vi..cent de Paul, an example he was determined
to follow and which led him eventually to London Docks.

At that time Fr Bryan King was rector of 8 George’s-in-the-East, a district which
with its many public houses and brothels was amongst the most depraved in London.
Ratcliff Highway seemed to shelter the scum of all Europe. Lowder and a small band of
priests offered help, but not only were they prosecuted by protestants but also by lrish
Roman Catholics, who pelted them with broken beer pitchers when stones were not
available, This fury gradually calmed down but no-one came to listen to the priests,
who got disheartened and gave up the attempt.

Lowder, however, stayed and took over a derelict house, making it the headquarters
of a band of priests and so § Peter’s Mission began. In 1860 they had to fight organised
evil under the cloak of protestantism during which occurred the disgraceful 8 George’s
riots and in 1866 came the terrible outbreak of asiatic cholera. Lowder’s reply to the
riots was to buy the site on which S Peter's Church now stands, and it.had just been
consecrated in 1866 when the plague broke out, -

Dr Pusey and many others, including Lord Halifax, inspired by the example of S
Vincent de Paul, came to work with Lowder and his helpers, Every morning they met
for Holy Communion in the newly-consecrated S Peter’s Church and then separated for
their allotted work for the day, each one realising that that day might be his last.

This terrible visitation was, however, the turning-point and when the plague sub-
sided no-one wanted to attack Fr Lowder or his methods. Fourteen years later nineteen
van-loads of happy cheering children came home from a school treat in Epping Forest

with Fr Lowder in their midst, and the whole parish with brass bands tumed out to
welcome them.

Fr Lowder’s triumph was complete but the strain had proved too much and six weeks
later he died whilst on holiday in the Tyrol. His body was catried into his church and
laid before the altar which was the culmination of his life’s work. It had been borne
across the bridge which, years before, friends had held to save his life as the police would
not interfere, but now the streets were crowded with silent weeping crowds.

Tt must be admitted that Fr Lowder had no outstanding personal gifts but like S
Vincent de Paul he gave himself entirely to the salvation of souls for the glory of God,
and it is much regretted that in a short article more cannot be said of his Christlike life
and attitude, And so ends the first episode of S Peter’s, London Docks,
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18 56‘._—; 1956
by R WuritEHEAD

THIS famous church celebrates its centenary this year, and a few notes
on the history of the parish may be of interest,

On Ash Wednesday, 1856, the first Home Mission of the Church of England was
inaugurated by the Society of the Holy Cross in the London Docks area, which then
formed part of the parish of § George-in-the-East, whose rector, Fr Bryan King, was
very favourable to the project, and Fr Lowder became its first priest, A separate article
in this issue pays tribute to this devoted man.

On his death, Father Suckling, a member of an old East Anglian family with connec-
tions with Nelson, was appointed vicar,. but after two years he exchanged with Fr
Mackonachie of § Alban’s, Holborn, but his stay only lasted one year.

Father Wainwright, who had been an assistant priest there since the days of Fr
Lowder, was then appointed vicar. He remained there for forty-five years and under his
saintly leadetship 8 Peter’s flourished greatly and the poor of Wapping had a true friend.
His name is still a household work amongst Catholics. e died in 1929, and his passing
seemed to mark the end of an era. In February this year 2 garden of remembrance with
a statue of the Good Shepherd was dedicated by Bishop Vibert Jackson as a memorial
to Fr Wainwright. His successor, Fr Pond, had a difficult task, but he did much to bring
new life to the church and rebuild the church schools. ‘T'his was his great work, and in
1935 he left the Docks to give full-time setvice to the cause of church schools in the
London diocese.

His successor was Fr Luetchford, assistant priest of S Augustine’s, Kilburn, Under
him much was done to beautify the church, He was instrumental in getting a new west
end of the church built, Before it could be dedicated, war broke out in 1939 and the
full fury of the air raids fell upon the parish. . One of the first bombs fell near the church,
Another completely destroyed the Sisters’ house, killing one Sister. The new west end
was damaged and the church itself made barely usable, but in spite of everything, Mass
was still said daily in the chapel all through the war, .

When the present vicar was appointed in 1947, he found a church with no windows
ot doors, a useless roof, a ruined Sisters’ House and a badly-damaged Clergy House.
Moreover, the once closely-knit family of worshippers were dispersed by evacuation, and
many never returned. : o

However, new blocks of flats have been built, and some of the old families have
tetutned, The church has been restored, the schools re-opened and the clergy house
repaired. Today two priests and three Sisters wotk in, the parish. :

S Peter’s, London Docks, has been & hame well known to Catholics for 100 years-
In this its Centenary Year, as many as possible should try and pay a visit there, and all
can temember in their prayers the parish, its priests and people, and give thanks to God
for the hundred years of grace given through its work and worship.

Only about one tenth of the members
of the G.S5.S. subscribe regularly to

Bbe Server

- This is YOUR magazine and the only
one devoted entirely to Servers and
their work and interests o
Please try and introduce the maga-
zine to at least one subscriber in

1956.- - :

Subscription is 3/~ per annum post
. - free . . . .
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(Block kindly loaned by * Church Times')

JOHN BLACKIE MACKENZIE FOX

FATHER FOX, the present vicar, has held office with the Guild since
1949, first as Chaplain of the Ordination Pund and then as our Warden since
1950. Our photograph shows him wearing the Warden’s ribbon and badge.
Besides the centenary celebrations Fr Fox is celebrating the 21st anniversary
of his ordination and the tenth anniversary of his induction as parish priest
this year. The Guild’s good wishes and prayets go out to our Warden

for many years’ faithful service in the Church of God. o
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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY.

THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the Catholic
Faith in the Anglican Communion, Since the days of the Trac-
tarians it has been the only effective safeguard against attacks
from within and without, and membership is urged upon all who

- believe that the Catholic tradition represents the true mind of

the Church of England,

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees and
a small headquarters staff. The General Councii elected by diccesan
committées is the governing body whose work is carried out
by the Executive Committee, The Cathelic Group organises the
sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. The Theological,
Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed of members with
specialised knowledge. The Church Literature Association pub-
lishes books, filmstrips, and tracts upon a considerable scale.
The Church Social Action Committee arouses interest in social
matters. The Pilgrimage Committee arranges pilgrimages to holy
places. The Flery Cross Commitiee links together churches
and communities engaged in prayer for the conversion of England.
The Council of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comprising -
the superiors of the men’s religious communities and the Church
Union organises the campaign during the octave Januvary 18th

* to 25th each year, The Overseas Department assists priests and

others in the mission field. The Church Observer (3d. monthly,
4/6 post free annually) is the monthly newspaper ; and the Fiery
Cross Inset (5/- per hundred) is the parish magazine inset wnh
definite Catholic teaching.

Members pay an annual minimum subscription of 2/6 and take
part in this work. Members are normally attached to branches
which organise festivals, special services, and meetings of every
description. They have a direct voice in the policy of the

‘Union through the dlocesan committees elected from branch

members

THE CHURCH UNION

Lorp HALIFAX House, 6, HyDE PARK GaTte, Lonpon, S.W.7.

Telephone— Telegrams—
WESTERN 3531 ANGCATHCON, SOUTHKENS, LONDON




THE OCCASIONAL OFFICES

by The Revd W H Barnarp,
Rector of Hinton Martel, Dorset

1I. — CONFIRMATION

(A) THE COMPLETION OF HOLY BAPTISM

INTRODUCTION

We have now to consider the difficult problem of the relationship
between Baptism and Confirmation.

You will remember from our consideration of the History of Holy
Baptism that in the carly Church, Baptism and Confirmation were very
closely connected. It was the custom to administer Holy Baptism only
once or twice a year, on the Eve of Easter and Pentecost.- The officiant
was usually the Bishop and the candidates mainly adults.

After long and careful preparation, the candidates were baptised,
confirmed immediately afterwards and received their first Communion
early on Easter Day. ;

The Eastern Church still retains this order. The priest baptises the child
by immersion and then anoints it with Chrism (holy oil blessed by the
Bishop),- which corresponds to our Confirmation, and the child’s fist
Communion (in one kind only) follows at once by the receiving of the
Precious Blood, given by means of a spoon.  Normally Holy Communion
is not received again until the child is about five years of age,

1. SEPARATION OF THE RITE.

In the Western Church it became the custom to administer Holy Baptism more
frequently. The Bishop could not always be present, so that Confirmation became
separated from Baptism, But the priest always charged the godparents to sec that the
child was brought for Confirmation whenever a Bishop could come.

From the 4th century onwards, this practical separation of the two Sacraments gave
tise to new ideas and teaching about them, Until then we read of Baptism and Confirma-
tion (to quote Origen) “as baptism in visible waters and in visible chrism.” 1In other
words, Christian initiation is a single rire of Baptism, of water and of the Spirit and remained
s0 for some 300 years, In S Paul’s words, it was *‘a sealing of the Holy Spirit of God
unto the day of redemption.” It was not only something which was related to the living
of the Christian life in this world, 1t was the beginning of eternal life, here and now. No
one at that time ever imagined that Christian initiation was complete without the anointing,
or sealing, or as we would say today, Confirmation, :

i

2. CONSEQUENCES OF SEPARATION. :

But what happened as the two parts of one whole became separated?” At figst it
was recognised as something abnormal to meet 2 real practical difficulty. Then littld by
little it became the normal %itur ical custom, uatil by Medieval times (from about 1300
onwards) we find the theory o? “Baptismal concomitance.” This doctrine stated that
all the effects of receiving both Baptism in water and of the Spirit were received in water
Baptism alone, We find new terms introduced for Spirit Baptism. In place of the words
‘sealing” or ‘anointing’ the term ‘confirmatio’ is used. This was a significant change.
A document which needs sealing is not valid until it is sealed. Whereas the confirmation
of a document, though it may add to its authority, implies that it was already operative
hefore it was ‘confirmed.” Previously a Christian was not made ‘whole’ without 'the
‘sealing’ of the Spirit. Now, it was implied, he was ‘whole’ and needed only to confirm
the same, :
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This change of emphasis grew steadily stronger in the Western Church all through
the Middle Ages, until we find Confirmation considered simply as a strengthening of
graces already received adequately for salvation in Baptism. Confirmation, in fact,
became an optional extra, with little connection with Baptism or relation to first Com-
munion. It was thought convenient to receive Confirmation some time in early life, but
that was all. . -

Surprisingly, and despite their abhorence of anything ‘Roman,’ the English Reformers

took over this same Medieval theological distertion, so far removed from primitive
teaching and practice. Instead of intreducing a formula for the ‘sealing’ ofp the new
Christian, e.g., ““I sign thee with the sign of the Cross and confirm thee with the anointintg
of salvation fn the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost,"” they gave us words in the
Book of Common Prayer, which imply nothing more than a ‘solemn blessing’ rather than
a ‘Baptism of the Spirit,” The Bishop now prays that “this child may daily increase in
the Holy Spirit more and more wntil be come to thine everlasting Kingdom.” But in New
Testament times, for those who have received the sealing of the spirit, the ‘everlasting
kingdom’ is already a present possession. With S Paul (Colossians 1.13 R.V.) they could
give thanks to God, who ‘translated us into the Kingdom of the Son of His Love’ because
He had *sealed’ them.
" No wonder then that the Puritans about 1600 A.D. told King James that ‘Confirma-
tion was superfluous’ and wanted it removed from the Prayer Book. Even Roman
Catholic missionaries of the time discouraged lay people from receiving Confirmation,
whilst Archbishop Whitgift, at the Hampton Court Conference in 1604, said “that it is an
untrue suggestion if any had informed his highness that the Church of England did hold
or teach that without Confirmation, Baptisrn was impetfect, or did add anything to the
virtue or strength thereof.”

“See,” comments the late Dom Gregory Dix, “how we English Christians are all
children of the Medieval Latin Church even when we are least conscious of our common
history.” . '

If our forefathers thought thus of Confirmation, perhaps we need not wonder
that this Sacrament is so neglected today. The position is better now than it was in the
18th and 19th centuries, when a Confirmation service was rare and performed.in a most
undignified and casual way. But even today we are told that of every 67 children baptised
into the Church of England only 26 are confirmed.

3. WHAT 1S THE REMEDY?

Some think it would help if the ‘anointing’ with oil was restored at the Confirmation
service. ! .

. In the Roman Catholic Church this has been retained, though Roman Catholics, who
often admit to Holy Communion those not confirmed, are perturbed by the present posic
tien, But the fact that Chrism is used as well as the ‘laying-on-of-hands’ will make it
easier for them to return to the New Testament teaching. Chrism is symbolic of “that
sealing unto the day of redemption.” That is why many English Catholics are pressing
for the restoration of this primitive and Biblical custom. In some Missionary dioceses
of the Anglican Communion, 1 believe Chrism is in regular use at Confirmation.

- In the Eastern Church, where, as we have already mentioned, the ‘anointing’ follows
Baptism immediately, the other New Testament truth concerning the full meaning of
Christian initiation has become obscured. Obviously 2 young child cannot make the
conscious act of faith and respoxic which is requ ired of those who are admitted.into the
Body of Christ. :

What we must remember is that the Gift in Confirmation is not something we receive
as an individual, a private possession for our own soul. It is given to us only in and
through the Church, the Spitit-bearing Body of our Lord, the Source of all ‘the life of
the individual members of the Body. ’

How can we get this across to the mass of people of goodwill today, who sincerely
regard themselves as practising Christians? Z They have been baptised themselves and
insist on Holy Baptism for their children in’infancy. But they regard the Christian life
as something a man does for himself, individually, privately. The other means of Grace, .
which the Church provides, are considered optionalr.}-' You may use themn if found helpful
or.convenient. What these people are clinging to, says Dom Gregory Dix, *“is the remains
of the Medieval tradition diluted by. four centuries of Protestant.individualism.”
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Of the Church as the Body of Christ filled with the Divine life, or a8 a community
of which: they are living parts with personal responsibilities, and in great need of sharing
its life, they know almost nothing.

To overcome this ignorance, it would no doubt help if the old ceremony of anointing
was restored but more 1s required.

4. RIGHT TEACHING 1S ESSENTIAL.

First, we must emphasise the true nature of the Church as the Divine Community,
membership of which (and that alone) makes us Christians.

Secondly, we must explain more clearly the relationship of Holy Baptism and Con-
firmation. Clergy and laity alike must stzive to show that Confirmation is not only some-
thing which helps us to live a Christian life in this world, but that it has to do with our
eternal salvation, Tt “seals us unto the day of redemption.” Holy Baptism alone is not
enough: The new life then received needs strengthening as the New Testament clearly
shows. It was after our Lord was baptised that the FHoly Spitit came upon Him. In
this Power He began His work, Water Baptism alone was not complete.

The Twelve men at Ephesus, whom S Paul found knew only l]cghn’_s Baptism, were,
we tead, “baptised in the Name of the Lord Jesus and when Paul had |aid his hands on them
the Holy Ghost came on them” (Acts 19.6).

Again, as soon as the Apostles at Jerusalem heard that Philip the deacon had baptised
certain people of Samaria, they sent down Peter and John, “who, when they were come,
prayed for them that they might ceceive the Holy Ghost fot as yes He was fallen on none
of them, only they had been baptised. Then laid they their hands on them and they received
the Holy Ghost.” . :

Quite obviously then, whilst Baptism and Confitmation (the laying on of hands),
are two separate events, they are both neccssa?l and inseparably connected. It may help
if we use a military illustration. We are enrolled at Hoﬁr Baptism in God’s army. We
become real soldiers of Christ, but up to the time of Confirmation we are in training.
Before we can fight in the front line and engage in real battle, we have to learn to use the
weapons for fighting. The pre-Confirmation years help us to do this. We find out the
armout necessary for Christ’s warcfare and what it means and how it ig used. Confirmation
is the time when we put it on, We are girded with “the sword of the Spirit, the breast-
plate of rightcousness, the helmet of salvation™ and fortified with the seven-fold gift of
the Holy Ghost. We volunteer for definite active service in the holy war which goes on so
long as this world lasts. God accepts us as cne of Holy Bodyguard and arms us for the
battle accordingly.

So the Bishop prays that we may have Wisdom, to know and love God ; Understand-
ing of what God Eas done and is doing for us ; Counsel, to know God’s Will ; Strength to
carry it out ; Knowledge of the true Faith of the Church : Godliness in life and character ;
and a Holy Fear of ever grieving God by disobedience or irreverence.

CONCLUSION.

Only so can God'’s work of making us perfect Christians proceed. We have now at
our disposal all that is necessary for aur salvation and sanctification, After Confirmation,
we ate fully armed soldiets of Christ, not merely camp-followers but in the thick of battle.
In other words, we have completed our Christian initiation which began at our Baptism.

As has been said,

“To fight the Wrong and hold the Creed,
And do the right, God's strength T need.”

That is why Confirmation is essential,

“Confirmation makes me strong
Brave to battle with the wrong ;
The Holy Spirit dwells within,
And strengthens me to conquer sin,”

Pray God that all who have been “sealed unto the day of redemption” may be read
and prepared to follow the “Captain of our salvation™ along the hard, narrow path of life
which alone will lead us to our Etetnal Home in Heaven.
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BROTHER: .JOHN’S JOTTINGS

" ONa windy day in early spring, I revisited Ely for the first time in twenty

years, Although there is still scaffolding in position inside the cathedral,
it is quite easy to see the great.improvements which have been made of
recent years, apart from the list of services. Now all the altars
are furnished, and the site of § Etheldreda’s tomb in front of the
High Altar is marked by four candlesticks. The lovely detached Lady
Chapel, as large as many a parish church, now has a fine English altar and
looked particularly beautiful. A priests’ socicty recently sang High Mass,
with incense and full ceremonial, in that chapel.’

‘e

Over the entrance to onc of the chantry chapels was a small statue of § Etheldreda,
which impressed me very much. She'is not depicted as the beautiful young virgin of
conventional art, but is a mature and determined middle-aged woman, very much the
capable Mother Superior, Such a woman the royal and saintly foundress of Ely must
have becn and it was good to sec her so depicted in her cathedral church.

. .
“ by

I have read with great interest a report of the speech given by Father K P Richardson,
of § Andrew’s, Lincoln, at the annual dinner hef:.l jointly by the Hull Chapter and the
local branch of the Church Union in Hull last January. Fr Richardson reminded his
hearers that ‘in 1549, when, by a statute of King Edward VI, a new Ordinal was directed
to be prepared, it was stated thar this ordinal should be used for all bishops, ptiests and
deacons and their ministers” ‘As far as I know,” said Fr Richardson, “that ordinal was
never put into practice so that we are still waiting for ordination for our servers of the
sanctuary. Some day, perhaps, Convocation may act in this matter.”

. .

Fr Richardson also told his hearers: that as late at 1560 an a‘ppointmcnt was made in
Lincoln Cathedral of an official thurifer. In conclusion he said, “We must make sure we
do know our faith. We do get shocking surprises sometimes. Sometimes we hear talk
about Methodist parsons or Methodist priests, which is quite shocking because we know
that Methodists are not parsons and they are not priests. They are Ministers of God,
but they do not share the Apostolic priesthood. We must be sure we know our faith,
One of the things from which the Church is suffering today is the mental laziness of some
of her membets who are shirking the hard work of knowing their religion. Think out
the reasons for your faith, It is a very salutary exercise. We need sound doctrine and
not just personal opinions.” i ’ C

Readers will already have seen the announcement of the appointiment of Fr  Derrick
Lingwood to the charge of S Martin’s, Barton, in the Exeter diocese. All pilgrims to
Walsingham will know Fr Lingwood, who has combined the'offices of assistant priest
of the three parishes with the post of bursar and ‘business manager® of the Shrine ofp Our
Lady of Walsingham. The business administration and finance of the shrine is a formidable
task by itself, but Fr Lingwood managed to combine it with a real pastoral zeal and an
interest in his fellow-men which led him to the positions of chairman of the local Parish
Council and chairman of the Housing Committee of the Rural District Council, where
he saw through a major rural re-housing scheme affecting a score of villages. He will be
greatly missed at Walsingham and in the district, but now he will be free to devote himself
to'the parish work to which he feels so utgently called. He leaves his native Walsingham
with the prayers and good wishes of all who know him,
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

THE PURPOSE AND FUNCTION OF THE G.S.S.
Sir,

1 have been wondering whether the time has not now come when the G.S.S. should
throw its net more widely and extend its important influence in the Church of England
and the Anglicaa Commmunion as a whole. The Guild has done much to further the
cause of truly Catholic ordeted worship within our Chutch, and now that there is little
opposition or controversy towards much that is right and godly in that tradition, should
not more servers be encouraged to join the Guild so that it can both enlarge its borders

and benefit from new blood?

Perhan it would be helpful for me at this point to state what [ consider should be
the aims of the Guild.

1. To glorify God by maintaining a high standard of dignity and reverence among
His servants at the altars of our Church.

2, To attract and train &/f altar servers in the Anglican Communion {except where
other bodies are doing that wotk) or at least to have friendly contact with all
parishes which use altar servers or have their own servers’ guilds,

3. To study sympathetically and to disseminate through its journal and 'meetings
all suggestions and attempts to make the Liturgy a real and vital force and
witness in the lives of the man-in-the-pew and the man-in-the-street,

1f it be agreed that these are laudable and worthy aims and should be éﬂr:pathctically
considered, may 1 make the following concrete suggestions for their fulfilment :—

1. That persons be made to feel at home at the Office and Chapter Masses by

(a) Always celebrating the Office, or Mass, as the case may be, without any
extra services or devotions (such as Benediction) before or afterwards.

(b} Always using the rite, customs and vestments, of whatever church the Guild
Chapter happens to be using.

(c) Visiting for the Office, etc., as many churches as possible within the Chapter’s
district and always inviting the servers of the church being used to attend
or take patt.

2. To increase the number of Guild members by
(a) ‘The local sccretary approaching every incumbent in his district, who uses
servers, with a personal invitation for them to join the Guild.

(b) Enlisting the interest and co-operation of the sacristan of each of such
churches by putting him on the mailing list for notices of local G.S.8,
events and (ifphc cannot, or is unwilling, to join) making him some sort of
honorary unenfranchised associate of the local chapter.

(¢} Promote more groups for the study of liturgy and worship in the service of

) God, with stimulating and sincere speakers drawn from different liturgical
traditions.
Is this all too idealistic? T do not think so, for I am convinced that we must always
be searching for new and better ways to serve our Lord and to commend His Gospel in
our churches, if we as a Guild are to maintain our vitality and our usefulness.

: Brian J. MAacpoNALD-MILNE
Corpus Christi College, (Chapter of the Epiphany, Croydorn)
Cambridge, April, 1956. .
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NEWS FROM THE' CHAPTERS

. S CENNYDD, SWANSEA
‘The January. meeting was a great occasion .in the life of this new Chapter, when 25
of the original probationers were admitted to full membership by the Chaplain, Fr Garficld
H James, at § James’ Church, Swansea. An apposite address to mark the occasion was
given by the Ven the Archdeacon of Gower.

OUR LADY & S JOHN, BIRKENHEAD & WALLASEY

This Chapter kept the silver jubilee of its foundation in January. High Mass was
sung in 8§ Luke’s, Tranmere. The vicar of § Luke’s {Fr ] Walker, chaplain of the Chapter)
celebrated, assisted by Fr ] H Podmore, one of the foundation members of the Chapter,
and Fr F ] Willcox. Fr W. W Wilson (vicar of 8 Andrew’s, Crewe) pteached at the
solemn Guild Office in the afternoon, and later a large number of setvers and guests were
present at a hot-pot supper and a film show. o .

$ MAUGHOLD, ISLE OF MAN
The January festival of this Chapter was held in § Matthew’s, Douglas. The Guild
Office was.sung by the chaplain (the Revd W Wood) and an address was given by the vicar
of § Matthew’s, the Revd Bernard Burnett. Three new members were admitted.

"OUR LADY & S GEORGE, PLYMOUTH

> . "

The annual meeting of this Chapter was held in January, at 8§ Mary the Virgin, Laira,
when Fr P C Clynick was elected chaplain, Bro A K Speer secretary and Bro H Yorke
treasurer, ‘The programme for the year was discussed and gratitude expressed to the
various incumbents for the use of their churches. The meeting was preceded by the
office sung, with Benediction following. :

The February office was sung at 8 Mark’s, Ford. An address was given by the Revd
Father ] E Bouiton-Jones, R.N., chaplain of H.M.S. Fisgard. The famous church of
All Saints, Plymouth was the venue for the March office. Fr'W G Booth gave an address,
with Benediction following. During the summer, the usual custom of visiting the country
\Tlartg \,\;illl be followed. These outlying places are most steady and ardent suppotters of
the Guild. . : S

‘THE INCARNATE WORD, MALVERN

Members of this Chapter met at.the parish church of § Matthias, Malvetn Link, by
kind permission of the vicar, Fr R ] B Dix, M.A., O.B.E., on Saturday, 7th January 1956,
being within the.“Octave” of the Epiphany of Our Lord. = =~ )

Fr D E Green, the chaplain, officiated at the solemn Guild Office and preached a
short address. . . . . o

The Office. was followed by tea, after which the late Secretary, L J Somers-Smith,
made his farewell speech and handed over his duties to the present Secretary,

A vote of thanks was proposed for the work of the ladies who had been résponsible
for the preparation of the tea.

§ WILLIAM OF NORWICH
At 'the annual rhcctihg held at § Julian’s, Norwich, in March the Chapter officials
were re-elected : Fr R C Medhurst chaplain and Bros S Read secretary and Bringlow trea-

surer. The Chapter’s Easter festival was held in Low Week with Mass at § John, Timber-
hill, and Guild Office in S Laurence, Fr C. H. Palfrey of Bawburgh, preached.

THE' RESURRECTION,' HULL

The 37th anniversary of the founding of this Chapter was celebrated on Easter
Monday with High Mass in S Mary’s, Sculcoates, at which the Rev W G Stinson celebrated.
Fr Stinson is to go to British Guiana shortly, Fr Gould, vicar, was deacon and Fr Jackson,
of S Silas, chaplain, was sub-deacon. . . ST .
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EASTERN AREA FESTIVAL

For the ninth year the annual festival for the Chapters in East Anglia was held on
Easter Monday at S Bartholomew’s, Ipswich. Several }{A’undrcd servers and friends were
present from the Chapters at Bury St Edmunds, Cambridge, Norwich, Peterborough,
Ipswich and Colchester. High Mass was celebrated at noon, when Fr F W P Thornhill,
of Capel S Ma?r, celebrated, assisted by Fr W A C Ullathorne, § Bartholomew’s, and Mr
F Bridges. After lunch in the adjoining hall the many visitors visited other churches
and Christ Church Mansion in the town, then at the invitation of the Ipswich Chapter ail

artook of tea, when in the absence through illness of Bro R T Himson the area councillor,

ro W D Varney, welcomed the visitors, and Bro ] Gibson, of Cambridge, moved 2 vote
of thanks to Fr Ullathorne, the Ipswich Chapter and ladies providing refreshments, Bro
A ] Harding, the treasurer-general, was a welcome visitor, and he stresed to those present
the need to support Te SurRveErR. Bro F Went, the councillor for the adjoining area, was
also present. Fr Ullathorne responded.

Servers vested in the hall and processed to the church for the Guiid Office, at which
Fr Ullathorne officiated. 'The preacher was Fr Hilary Beastey, C.R., who gave an inspiring
sermon on the Easter message.  After a procession the service concluded with devotions.

S. JOHN THE DIVINE, LEICESTER

For the first time for many years, an area festival was held in Leicester on Easter
Monday, when the local Chapter had the pleasure of entertaining the other East Midlands
servers.  Parties came from many miles around, including servers and friends from -
Nottingham, Mansficld, Chesterfield, Derby and Coventry (this last party including the
Guild’s Secretary-Genetal, Bro. Cheancy). .

The day began with High Mass sung in the church of § Mark, which was well filled
for this service, robed servers occupying several rows at the front of the nave. Lunch
was taken in § Mark’s Schools, after which the company mede its way by varying routes
to § Stephen’s, whence a procession of witness was made in brilliant sunshine prior to
the Solemn Guild Office. The only sermon of the day was preached at § Stephen’s
by Ven R B Cole, Archdeacon of Loughborough and vicar of § Philiqfs, Leicester, to
which church servers and friends went after the service in 8 Stephen’s. The proceedin,
at S Philip’s began with tea in the hall, at which we were privileged to have with us tﬁi
Assistant Bishop of Leicester, Rt Revd H A Maxwell, who said how pleased he was to
welcome so many visitors to Leicester and to be present at the last part of the Festival.
The Archdeacon and Bro Cheaney also spoke to us after tea. Festal Evensong at §
Philip’s brought 2 memorable day to a close.

$ BARNABAS, CARDIFF

This Chapter now has 101 members and five priest associates and met 11 times in the
past year. Two of its members have been made deacons. In October the Chapter
solemnly sang the Office in Llandaff Cathedral : servers being present from Cardiff, Llan-
daff, Barry, Penarth, Pontypridd and Pontypool.

During the winter months questions on Catholic Faith and Practice were answered
by a panel of priests. On S Stephen’s Day High Mass was sung in § Martint, Roath, the
preacher being the Very Revd Eryl Thomas, Dean of Llandaff. The regular attendance
of servers from a wide aren has been much appreciated.

BLACKBURN

The annual service in the Cathedral taok place duting Bastertide, Over 150 servers
and 15 priests associate were dprcsent at the Office, which was sung by the Revd B G Moore.
The Provost the Very Revd W Kay, gave an address.

HELP ‘THE SERVER’
COPIES of some of the previous issues of THE SERVER arc_nvailable, free of charge
from Bro E G R Wale, Hospital of The Blessed Trinity, Guildford, Surtey. Brethren
wishing to help increase the circulation by using these #8 a means of advertising should
apply to Bro Wale, cleatly writing their name and address in block letters.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

9ru JUNE, 1956, PROVINCIAL GROUP NINE FESTIVAL.. THE CHURCH
OF § MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, ABINGDON-ON-THAMES, Berks.
12 noon. Solemn High Mass in the presence of the Lord Bishop of the Diocese.
2.30 p.m.  General Meeting in the Church Hall.
’ Speaker, the Revd Kenneth Loveless. )
3.30 pm,  Solemn Guild Office, at which the Right Revd A G Parham, Hon
: Assistant Bishop of Oxford, will preside and give the address.
4.30 p.m.  Tea in the Church Hall, price 1/6d.
A luncheon (tickets 7/6d.) will be held in the Roysse Room, Guildhall, Abingdon,

at 1 p.m., at which the Bishop of Oxford will be present. Further particulars from
Festival Secretary, ] M Stack, Cruckfield, Lone WiTtennAaM, Abingdon-on-Thames,

.

‘ Berks,
;‘301_‘14 UNE, SATURDAY. Annual GLASTONBURY Pilgrimage. (Particulars

B K rom Secretary, 7, Rodney Place, Bristol 8.) The Bishop of Bath and Wells will

' s, celebrate Holy Communion. At the Solemn Eucharist the Bishop of Tewkesbury

> 4 will preside. ~ The Diocesan will lead the afternoon pilgrimage, when our Chaplain--
Wi ) General, Fr Jarretr, will preach. : .

. 19t E>-,|ULY, ISLEHAM, Cambridge, 8 p:m., Combined Guild Office by Chapters of
8 ::Bury S Edmund, Newmarket and Cambridge in old Priory Church of S Margaret,

4
R

VGTH (L%TOBER, LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL. Solemn Eucharist 10.30 a.m,. Guild
: “Dffice 5 p.m. Preacher: The Bishop of Lichfield,

=

g 201-}1";Q‘CTOBEI'I, AUTUMN FESTIVAL, § PETER’S, LONDON DOCKS.

% ¥ . :
E 3rD NéYEMBER, N.W. CHAPTERS. S GEORGE, PRESTON.
ot Preacher: Fr K N ] Loveless. ‘

(Please let the Editor know in geod time of ;Silgrimagcs and other local occasions,
so that théy may be brought to the notice of readers in general.)
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FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’'S DESK

EASTER. What does this conjure up in our minds when we reflec
on the days that are long past, days which contain very happy memories
of occasions when servers have gathered together to “Keep the Feast”?

One remembers the occasion when one heard among a small circle of friends the remark,
“Ah well, Baster’s come and gone again.” 1 felt no option but to say that Easter shoul.l
be with him throughout the year—every communion should be but a constant reminder
of the first Easter.  Whilst we may celebrate yearly the victory over sin and death thate
ought to be a constant and vigilant watch on those things that remove the spirit and powe-
of Easter from our evetyday life we must firmly continue to shate in that Victory each and
every day of the year. Then we can say that Easter and the Joy of Easter are never over
but remain with us as we maintain our own shate in that feast. Certainly when the Guild
“held its festival at S Jude-on-the-Hill, Hampstead Garden Suburb on the even of Low
Sunday there was great evidence that servers had thought the celebration of the Feast
to be worth travelling many miles to be present. A fuller report of this great occasion
will appear in this issue from the pen of another but as one found that over 200 ser .

vested for the procession in that lovely church and with the support of many member:
and friends in the large congregation it was felt that with such a spirit of devotion so much
might be accomplished in our parishes if the same spirit found its way into the highways
and byways of our respective home towns. Some travelled more than 200 miles to
artend the AGM and Easter Festival—they find inspiration that sustains them from one
year to ancther and one only regrets that multitudinous claims from all quarters prevents
more than an acknowledgment of the greetings of friends both old and new. Perhaps
this problem could be solved by visits to Group Festivals during the year and cfforts wil’
be made to be present whenever possible.

B
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QVERSEAS., The outstanding event seems that of the Chapter of S. Anthony of Egy«

‘Through the complete closing down of the Base in the Canal Zone our members are nov

all teansferred to Cyprus, where we know there are more dificulties than were experiencer

in Egypt. Movements are confined to small districts but as soon as restrictions ar ¥

}'lcmoved fot the benefit of the Troops our members will once more gather togethe: ~
‘he Office.

Then our good friend and Associate, Bishop H N V Tonks, has recently r{turncc? ,
from an Ordination in Trinidad Cathedral, where his son Basil was advanced to the Pries.
hood and is now on the staff of that Cathedral. Though the Bishop was unatle t= b
present at any Guild function during his stay in the Diocese he met many serdes v’
spoke affectionately of the Guild.

From Western Canada T Jearn that our good friend Brother Winspear, ot/ Calgary .
who has been secretary and treasurer of the Chapter of § John Evangelist finds that i, «
creasing age—he i3 now 86—compels him to hand over the reins to a youngef membe: !
but he will still be able to profer counsel where needed to his successor. Ix 1950 botr
Fr Poole and Brother Wale with myself had the pleasure of meeting Brother Winspear
and his wife during their stay in England, and the exchange of views then abtained stili
remains with the present writer.

Generally the Chapters are responding well to the calls made upon tlem and ors
all our members realisc that we are members one of another we may thefetter realise 1.
spitit of fellowship that should mark our work among servers evesfwhere.

3
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Devotional Books
Servers’ Manuals
Cassocks and Surplices
Albs and Cattas
Sanctuary Requisites

Candles

Incense and Charcoal

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION

'MOWBRAYS'
- CHURCH SHOPS ‘

* 14
LONDON - - - 28 MARGARET STREEY, W.1 .
OXFORD - 35 PEMBROKE STREET, ST. ALDATE'S
CAMBRIDGE - - - 14 KING’s P{ﬁoﬁg ’t‘;?
A o=
LEEDS - - = - - 5AiBiON RGAER
. o 3 1@:\
o  BIRMINGHAM - - - 39 CANNON STREET-
T MANCHESTER - - - 44 BRAZENNOSB STREET 'j:
' RERN]
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