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What the people say

“One only wonders why such a presentation of the
work of the Church has not been ventured long
before. If the demand for Church Illustrated
generally is anything like its reception in this
Manchester diocese then there should be no doubt
as to its future success.”—-CHURCHWARDEN (Stock-
port).

“Church Wustrated will do a great deal to help the
cause of religion in the Services where a modern
approach is both needed and appreciated. I mean
to see that it is well circulated among my mess-
mates.”—H.M.S. HeroN (Yeovilton).

“At least half the subscr bers to Chureh Hlustrated
in this parish never comr o church. We have not to
boost it—we just let it speak for itself.”—W. R. C.
(Hereford).

“Church Illustrated is a publication for every church-
man and not the voice of a party. I shall do every-
thing I can to help my Vicar push it in this parlsh ”
T. B. L. (Gloucester).

“I thought you would like to know that a 15-year-
old schoolboy from one of England’s oldest public
schools has much enjoyed Church llustrated. My
friends here like it too.”—R. A. (Ely).

SERVERS EVERYWHERE ARE WELCOMING THE
CHURCH’S NEW NATIONAL PICTURE MAGAZINE

MAKE SURE IT IS ON SALE AT YOUR PARISH
CHURCH BOOKSTALL

(Special Discount Terms and Supplies sent Post Free)

©d. monthly ©d.

WRITE FOR FULL PARTICULARS TO

CHURCH ILLUSTRATED

Ashchurch Rectory, Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire
' ALSO ON SALE AT

Main Line Bookstalls (Wyman & W. H. Smith) and at
Mowbray & S.P.C.K. Bookshops throughout the country.

. . o, . L
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EDITORIAL

“Wake, O wake| with tidings thrilling

The watchmen, all fﬁe air are filling, .-

Arise, Jernsalem, arite” :
SO RUNS the Advent hymn, and indeed its note of wakefulness is. pertinent at this time
to every loyal member of the Charch in England.  Throughout this summer many have been
distressed and disturbed by happenings within, and searching of hearts have taken place
as to the course to take. In particular Convocations’ decisions in accepting certain resolutions
concerning the Church of South India have asoused deep feelings, but taking the broad view
they have not taken away the Catholicity of our Church, and indeed it remains forus tobe
awake to any infringement locally .of :the regulations and stand firm for Catholic Order.

Authorities will always cansider the protests of a laym’m pmvuled it.is factual and within
‘the bounds' of order.

A recent Congress also gives grounds for thinking. Seven’ hishops, one religious

su Ecuor prominent theolcglans and parish priests and two well-known laymen spoke on a
ject which carried within it the whole of Catholic principles and practice. The Diocesan
commendcd the Congress to all patishes, every parish priest had information and posters,
and as it was organised by all the Catholic societies-all members of such were informed, yet
despite all this the Congress was only attended by ahout nine hundred people and many of
those only came once or twice. The meetings themselves were infused with a deep sincerity

- and all present received a message to go forward in the practice of their beliefs, but where

were all the other churchpeople?  Surely it is up to us to try and awake the ordinary church-
man from his lethargy and make him realise his inheritance in the Church and the thrilling
tidings we have to give to the world. Come out from our churchc: and fill the air w xrh
the Good News, . . ;

The Good News of a Saviout, bom of a human being—the answer to all the world’s
problems . -

‘ . -

Through all 17 expectant earth,
Frow: east to west abroad,

To nus and- all men is reueafm’
The J‘awvg power of God?

The Metrical -Propers—
by the Rend. J. P. Hill
(Communion  for the

Circnmcision of Christ).

oo YOUR CHRISTMASS CARD y .

* An attracuvc card has been printed as thc Guild’s Christmass card, and ean be obtained
from Bre. R. A. W. Edden, 9, Stanley Road, Gillingham, Kent, at a cost oF 4s. 6d.-per dozen
including envelopes. -+ Any profit will go to the C.O.F:

The card depicts the Christmass crib, the block being kmdly loaned by Blshops Collcgc,
Cheshunt All brethren are asked to.buy. the cards and s help the C.O.F,
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THE WARDEN WRITES

S. Perer’s CLercy Housy,
: Lonpon Docxs, E.l.
My prar BROTHERS .

1 was truly sorry’not to have been ahle to share with you in the Annual Festival at Easter
in S. Peter’s, but sickness prevented me being there. 1 am now very fit and well and am most
grateful for the masses and prayers offered on my behalf.  The many sympathctic messages
I received from ali over the country greatly cheercd me, and those present at the Annual
Meeting were kind enongb to send a letter of good wishes. These expressions of affection
were much appreciated and | thank you all.

“Days and moments quickly flying, . . .” says an old hymn, and how well we know that
to be true. There seems little enough time to do all the things we ought to do. This year
seems to have passed exceedingly rapidly and it is time for me to wish all the joys of a happy
Christmass. The Christian Peace is not something which is external and obvious. We
cannot say today, that because Christ was bora in Bethiehem, the world has automatically
hetome the home of peace and love. Recent events in many parts of the worlq disprove
this, but we can say that because Jesus was born in Bethlchci:n, to every soul there is not qn!y
the possibility, but the certainty, of an inner deep peace which passes man’s understanding,
Conversion to Jesus Christ means really, that in spite of all external strife, the bitterness and
struggles of the world, and the perplesities of our own individual lives, we have that unshak-

~ able, interior peace of the heart which comes because He comes for ever to take up his home
in humaa life and 10 make us one with Himself. Christmass means not only the perfect
sympathy of Ged in the Incarnation but the perfect unity between God and our souls.  Very
aften we lose the whole beauty and joy of the message because we allow restlessness, the battle,
the struggle, to disturb our union with the Saviour, and we demand {rom God that omr life
should be externally peaceful, when His life was so much the contrary that it ended on the
<rnss.  We must not see the picture of the stable at Bethlehem without also remembering the
shadow of the cross overhanging the Holy Child. I pray that you might find the real peace
in your service to God and that your Christmass confession and communion will bring all
that peace which is so desirable.

Many are the things which disturh and distress us but every New Year comes with a
new hope. It throws open once again the door of opportunity, so 1 wish you from my heart
“A happy New Year” in the fullest sense of that greeting ; health, friendship, love, happiness,
success, peace and prosperity, in using the opportunities that 1956 will bring. 1 pray God
that He will show us how to use fully and rightly all appartunities that come our way nat
least.in service to Him and His Holy Church, standing steadfast and unswerving in the Faith,
being strong and full of courage in fighting the good fight.

God bless you, your homes and your families and may the Holy Child Jesus pour upon

you the joy of His peace.
, : JOHN B. M. FOX,
‘ : IWarden,

FROM THE CHAPLAIN-GENERAL - '
The Revd. S, H, Janrnerr

I have been asked by the Editor to write 2 New Year's Message to the Guild, and by
that he means, of course, the Christian New Year and not the secular one, and the first thing
I would like to stress is the need in this age of “‘srippy bits” of real study of the problems
which confront the Church today, This need has been brought home to me very strongly
by the recent clamour about the decisions of the Convocations concerning the validity of the
orders of the South India Church.

This is the age of the Strip Cattoon and we are all too prone to obtain what information
we can either from the Press or from the Radio, and serious matters such as the validity of
C.5.1. Orders cannot he digested without a real study of the appropriate documents, The
first New Year Resolution T would suggest then for the Guild is a2 determination to find our
what it is all about before rushing to take up one position ot the other; we are accustomed,
surely to a minute study of ceremonizal, let us give the same attention to other matters and
make up our minds to be well informed about them. o .
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The second point I would emphasisc is the need for every member of the Guild to be
strict with himself about the regularity of his spiritual life. At some of the meetings I attend
1 often hear said rather disparingly something about the **Sanctuary type” and I always imagine
that the speaker is thinking of those servers whose whole spiritual life begins and ends in
the Sanctuary, though the race is 1 think a dying one. It is a great privilege which priests and
servers alike share to be ‘rooted and grounded’ in the service of the Altar, but like the Mount
of the Transfiguration, the Altar is not a resting place but rather a power house and we go
down into the valley to minister in our several ways to those who need us. ,

It is true that priests and servers alike are always in the public eye, at least during the

services, and that we must be always mindful of the fact that our ceremonial must be so
perfectly offered that it is comparatively unnoticed by the worshippers, but the fact is, as we
know quite well or shonld do, in these days that the faithful remnant of Christians in this
country are always in the public eye when it is known who they are and for what they stand,.
therefote we must remember that we are in our Lord’s words “cities set on a hill and candles
i_n thfe l«':andlesti(:k,” very small ones if-you like, but nevertheless, usable by Him if we are
aithful.
The danger to the whole Catholic movement at the moment as T see it is the spread of
ceremonial and outward signs with little corresponding inward and spiritual grace in the
way of discipline and fidelity to Catholic order. 'The ‘Crown without the Cross’ may be said
to describe the position in 2 sentence.

1 am always fearful when the High Mass is thronged and the confessional deserted and
the daily Mass neglected and there are disturbing signs of this situation which we must do
our best to remedy. .

And last but not least is the support which we must give to the Ordination Candidates
Fund, for one of the somewhat surprising signs of the times is the tremendous revival in num-
bers of Protestant ordination candidates ; I am'told that there are a great number of these in
ithe Universities ; indeed one priest friend of mine repeated to me the other day an opinion
expressed at one of the Universities that ““Anglo-Catholicism is a spent force and the future
lay with the Protestants,”” As one goes about it is somewhat disturtbing to find that the
crowded churches are those who provide Matins unadorned as the chief offering of Sunday
with little or nothing in the way of services in the week ; I married a couple of friends of mine
the other day in one such church and was told that the average attendance motning and
evening was 800 people at each Service |

T hope that this does not sound too dismal a message for the New Year ; I always think
it is a Christian duty to face facts and probably the fault lies somewhere with us ; perhaps
we ought to be more aggressive in the right sense of the word more courageous and more
disciplined. The New Year certainly presents a challenge, there will be no time or occasion
to sit at our ‘ease in Zion,’ but each succeeding generation has had to meet a challenge of some
sort or another since the Faith which has been handed down to us is a sword which pierces
the soul and must cleave its way through the errors and heresies and idolatries of a transitory
world, There is a very real sense in which we can speak of the Army of God and of its
unceasing warfare with a subtle enemy at home in each succeeding era of the world’s history

nd a master of disguise. ’ '

Only about one tenth of the members
of the G.S.S. subscribe regularly to

Ohe Server

This is YOUR magazine and the only
cne devoted entirely to Servers and
their work and interests.

Please try and introduce the maga-
zine to at least one subscriber in

1955.
Subscription is 3/~ per annum post
Jree
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THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND

From the Bishop of Ely’s Scrmon at the Norwich Congress,
QOctober, 1955

There are those, including many of our own Church, who think that the Church of
England had her beginnings in the reign of Henry VIII, and was brought into existence by
certain Acts of Parliament. Of course certain legal recognition was given to her existence,
and in the circumstances of the time had to be given, by Patliament; but the Church of
England has always claimed that she is the Catholic Church in this country. She cannot,
therefore, be created by an Act of Parliament or the will of a King : she is a part of the Church
of God on earth. It may seem unnecessary, though I fear it is not so, to point out this very
obvious fact, and that there was no spititual break at the Reformation, Apart from the
denial of Papal authority and the cessation of certain practices that had grown up during the
centuries, the Church of England is in full continuity with the Church of Aidan, Augustine
and those other great servants of God who taught the Gospel to our forefathers.  Anglican
reformers of all schools of thought emphasised this : to quote only one, Bishop Cosin, writing
in 1562, said, “It shews plain that God’s Holy Gospel, the ancient Bishops and the primitive
Church do make on our side, and that we have not without just cause left these men, or rather
have returned to the Apostles and old catholic fathers.”

But there is more to be said than this. During the first fifteen hundred years of the history
of the Church, there were in Western Europe two schools of thought, becoming more distinct
during the years, Their existence is not so obvious in the earlier centuries, when the Church
consisted of a number of autonomous Churches, and when the authority of the Church of
Rome had not developed much beyond Italy. But later, ag may be seen, for instance in
Germany in the 11th and 12th centuries, in France over most of the mediacval period, and on
occasion even in Spain in the latter part of the 16th century, there was a struggle between a°
centralising movement looking towards Rome and a decentralising movement resting on the
autonomy of a national Church, In what is called the Concilinr Movement at the beginning
of the 15th century, the centralising party won the day, and it has been rightly said that the

failure of the Conciliar Movement made the Reformation inevitable. In. Germany and

Switzerland the reaction of the reforming party from ancient ways was far more radical than
it was in England : and whatever we may think of the character and motives of some of those
who brought about the Reformation in this country and influenced its course, the fact remaing
that in what a Catholic Churchman, in the ordinary sense of that word, would call essentials,
the Church of England kept to ancient custom and rejected little more than Papal authority.
There were some Englishmen who refused to reject the Papacy: there were others who
demanded far more stringent changes. But the Church of England alone of the Refarmed
Churches (with perhaps some exceptions in Scandinavia) remained to represent a school of
thought that had never been absent in the history of the Church of Christ. In many respects
she is different from the mediaeval Church ; but not more so (if in a different way) than is the
modetn Church of Rome after the Council of Trent.

I trust I have not wearied you with this historical survey, but T have made it deliberately,
as in my experience very many English Churchmen are quite unawate that what we may now
call the Anglican theory of the Church has a continuous and unbroken history since the days
of the Apostles.

In the nature of the case, as a consequence, the Church of England is attacked from both
sides : and, if persecution has died down and controversy is now normally conducted in a
more Christian spitit, she still has to defend herself on more than one front. This state of
affaits was very real during the Parliamentary Revolution and the Commonwealth in the
17th century. On the one hand, the Puritans had abolished episcopacy in favour of Presby-
terianism or Independency : on the other, Romanists were urging weaker brethren to submit
to the Pope. The story of the Church of England during the Commonwealth, whether here
in England or among the exiles abroad, tells of the staunch loyalty of Anglicans to their
spiritual Mother.

Let me now run quickly over the intervening centuries to our own day. It is a story of
much faithfulness and devotion, sound scholarship and a testing of foundations : a story also
alas of persecution by Anglicans of others, of internal squabbles, and, in places, of decadence
and torpor. The breakaway of the Methodists deprived the Church of thousands of devoted
Christian men and women afite with the love of God and a zeal to preach that love to others.
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In the last century we sce three movements, the tesults of which now can be seen to have
given to our Church more power to fullil her mission to the world. The Evangelical Move-
ment deepened the religion of the individual, and the Oxford Movement made English Church
people realise more fully the meaning of Catholic Churchmanship ; and the noble missionary
efforts of the last century (not of course by any means the sole concern of Anglicans) has
brought into existence a world-wide Communion of self-governing native and indigenous
Churches expressing in modern conditions that theory of Catholic Chutchmanship which
for some three hundred years the Church of England and her sister Churches in Scotland,
Wales and Ireland stood up for alone,

I have spoken to you along these lines because I believe that as English Church people
we need more confidence and more loyalty to our own Church, not in lack of charity to
others, nor in self-satisfaction or arrogance, but in deeper love to our spiritual Mother. But
that peculiarity of many Englishmen, described by W. S, Gilbert as “praising in enthusiastic
tone every century but this one, and every country but our'own,” is very noticeable amongst
us. Many Anglicans seem to be looking furtively and anxiously-—some over one shoulder
to Rome—others over the other shoulder to the Free Churches. Not indeed that we think
that we are without spot or blemish : not that we shouid be content with the present disunity
of the Church. That disunity has been brought about by the sin of Christians (including our
own sins) and 1 believe that in the providence of God our branch of the Church has a special
responsibility in this direction : but we shall not fulfil that tesponsibility by giving up our
inheritance ot by denigrating the Church of our Baptisrn.  As I have said, you and I have the
privilege through Baptism of membership in this branch of Christ’s Holy Catholic Church.
Let us not then forget to be loyal to the Church of our Baptism.

CANDLEMASS
by W. H. MorLEY ' :

The Prayer Book Calendar gives five feasts in honour of Our Lady, to which is generally
added her Assumption into heaven in accordance with age-long Catholic custom. Of these
festivals that of the Purification is probably the most ancient, possibly because itis in accordance
with Jewish Law and therefore occurs forty days after Christmass (Lepiticns X1, 4). 1t may be
considered the conclusion of the festivals connected with the Birth of Our Lord ; and in-
cidentally if the decorations in our homes were not taken down after the octave of the
Epiphany, that should now be done. The decoration of our churches with evergreens, etc.,
at Christmass and other festal occasions, apart from expressing our own joy, also comes from
the Jews and was so ordered for the Feast of Tabernacles (Levitiens X X1II, 40).

The feast of the Purification was originally celebrated on February 15th, which is forty
days after Epiphany, and is still so kept by the Armenians. It was moved to the second of
February towards the end of the fourth century, when 25th December began to be com-.
memorated as the day of Our Lord’s Birth, There was, and perhaps still is, some difference
of opinion as to whether Epiphany commemorates Our Lord’s birth, baptism or both, It
is known that about 385, January G6th was observed at Bethlehem as Our Lords’ birthday, and -
it is still widely known to us as ‘Old Christmass Day.” The Western Church has for many
centuries associated it with the visit of the wise men.

The feast of the Purification was ordered to he observed by the Emperor Justinian in -
542, and was first so-called in the Gelasian Sacramentary about the 8th century which, however,
is known to embody a much earlier tradition. Tt has long been held throughout Western
Christendom that a fine Candlemass portends a severe spring, as stated by our forefathers
in the rhyme . .

: “If Candlemass day be dry and fair,
The half of the winter’s to come and mair ;
If Candlemass day be wet and foul
The balf of winter has gone at Yule.”

The namec Candlemass comes from the ancient processions of people on the day carrying
lighted candles and tapers, which were instituted by Pope Gelasius, and it is in a way a case of
a Roman pagan festival of expiation and purification called “Februa’ being changed by Holy
Church into a Christian solemnity. 1t will be seen that the name Februars, meaning fo prrify,
gave the name to the month. The processions in which the candles are carried should never
he omitfed in our ceremonies because Christ was carried to the Temple, At the Gospel they
are lighted because it talks of His presentation and again for the Consecration in the Mass
because He, the true light, is present. .

Archbishop Aelfric of Canterbury, who died in 1005, tells us that the custom among our
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Anglo-Saxon forcfathers was for “cach one to bring his candle to his parish church to bethere
blessed and cartied in ptocession and sing the hymn that is thercto appointed.” He then
rather naively adds “though some men cannot sing they can nevertheless bear the light in
their hands.” S. Bernard, in a sermon preached in 1153, describes the practice and explains
the symbolism and adds “This holy procession was first made by the Virgin Mother, S, Joseph,
holy Symeon and Anna to he afterwards performed in all places and by every nation with
the exultation of the whole earth to honour this mystery,”

The very beautiful prayers used in the blessing of the candles, which of course precedes
the procession, well expresses the mind of the Church and the symbolic meaning attached to
candles.

“God the creator of all things, who has caused the labour of bees to produce this
wax, and who on this day fulfilled His promise to hlessed Simeon is besought to bless
and sanctity these candles for the use of men and the good of their bodies and souls
whether by land or by sea, That the faithful may be inflamed with His sweet charity
and may so descrve to be presented in the Temple of His Glory as he was in the
Temple at Jerusalem. That as these lights dispel the gloom of night so may our
hearts made bright by the invisible fire and splendour of the Holy Ghost be freed
from all blindness of sin and enable us to see those things which are pleasing to Thee
and profitable to our salvation.”

After the clergy and servers, the laity approach the sanctuary rail, genuflect or kneel,
receive and kiss the candle duting which distribution a choir sings the Nune Dimittis with
the repeated antiphon ‘A light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.”
Holy Church thereby honours the blessed Mother of God by assigning to one of her feast
days the solemn blessing of candles for Christian service.  This solemn presentation of Qur
Lord in the Temple provided the blessed Simeon the occasion of his lovely and joyous canticle,
This song of joy has been used in the worship of the Church for many centuries ; it has been
included in the Office of Compline from at least the time of S. Anselm (1033-1109) and is
accordingly included in our office of Evensong. It is somewhat tragic that this glorious song
with its eremendous climax in declaring Qur Lord to be the light of the wosld should so often
be sung in churches whete Anglican chants prevail to a somewhat doleful minor chant.

In 1539 Henry VIII issued a proclamation retaining cértain ceremonies in the English
Church, stating ‘“On Candlemass Day it shall be declared that the bearing of candles is done
in the memory of Christ, the Spiritual Light of whom Simeon did prophesy as is read in the
church that day.,” Nine years later a further proclamarion ceased these ceremonies but as
neither had received canonical authority whatever power they ever possessed ceased with
the death of the king.  All these ceremonies have long been revived in our church and are
Iooked upon even by those in authority as quite normal and reasonable. The Eastern Church
still observes this festival as primarily a feast of Our Lord, but in the West it is pre-eminently
a festival of Our Lady and in accordance with the Prryer Boak is so authorised to be kept
in the Church of England. !

OBITUARY

FRANCIS DARWIN FOX

. Mr. Francis Darwin Fox died on September 6th. He was the founder. and musical
director of the Guild of S, Gregory and organist at Holy Redeemer, Clerkenwell, where a
solemn mass of requiem was sung on Saturday, September 17th,

Darwin Fox was a man of wide interests,-a former treasurer of U.M.C.A., an active
member of the London Diacesan Advisory Council for the Care of Churches, besides his
well-known activities with the Gregorian Association. He was a valued contributor to the
columns of this magazine in an excellent series of articles on church music. May he rest in
peace,

A. L. PUTTOCK .

The S. Osyth Chapter, Aylesbury, has sustained, during the past few months, the sad
loss of one of its most loyal supporters. Bro. A. L. Puttock passed to his Etetnal Rest on
Saturday, 26th March, The chapter extends to his widow and family its sympathy in their
beteavement. May his soul rest in peace.
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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR

CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the Catholic
Faith in the Anglican Communion. Since the days of the Trac-
tarians it has been the only effective safeguard against attacks
from within and without, and membership is urged upon all who
believe that the Catholic tradition represents the true mind of |
the Church of England.

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees and

- a small headquarters staff. The General Council elected by diocesan

committees is the governing body whose work is carried out
by the Executive Committee. The Catholic Group organises the

. sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. The Theological,

Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed of members with

“specialised 'knowledge. The Church Literature Association pub-

lishes books, filmstrips, and tracts upon & considerable scale.
The Church Social Action Committee arouses interest in social

.matters. The Pilgrimage Comminee arranges pilgrimages to holy

places, The Fiery Cross Committee links together churches

" and communities engaged in prayer for the conversion of England.
. The Council of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comprising
-the superiors of the men’s religious communities and the Church

Union organises the campaign during the octave January 18th
to 25th each year. The Overseas Department assists priests and
others in the mission field. The Church Observer (3d. monthly,
4/6 post free annually) is the monthly newspaper ; and the Fiery
Cross Inset (5/- per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with
definite Catholic teaching.

~ Members pay an annual minimum subscription of 2/6 and take
.part in this work. Members are normally attached to branches .

which organise festivals, special services, and meetings of every
description, They have a direct voice in the policy of the
Union through the diocesan committees elected from branch

members.

' THE CHURCH UNION
Lorp Hanirax House, 6, HypeE PARK GaATE, LoNDON, S.W.7.
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SAINTS OF THE MONTH ON STAMPS

Doucras H. Gmson, P.T.S,, J.P.S,,

Lecturer in Philately at Fluntington House Schoot, Findbead

SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER is commemorated on December 3rd.
The stamp illustrated was issued by Portugal in 1952 to commemorate
the fourth centenary of his death. ~Thete are four values. The stamp
shows him preaching holding aloft the emblem which he treasured most,
the Cross. He was horn in 1506, in the Castle of Xavier, which is
about 21 miles from the city of Pampelona which is situated about the
centre of the Pravince of Navarre in the north of Spain adjoining the
Pyrenees Mountains, His father was Don John de Jasso, one of the
chief Counsellors of John IIT King of Navarre. He was the youngest

| of a large family which followed the Army, whilst he devoted himse!f
EINEENRBIETYN o icarning. He was educnted at S. Barbara in Paris, to which he went
— . " in his 18th year and there came under the influence of S. Ignatius Loyola,
) Founder of the Jesuits, who changed the whole course of the saint’s life.
He was ordained priest in 1537, He was a missionary of extraordinary zeal and visited many
countries, including Japan, Mozambique, Cape Verd, Guinea, and others. He founded the
Society or Company of Jesus in Goa. He left on his last earthly journey for China in 1552,
He dicd in the same year, his only companion heing a Chinese boy who had taken the habit.
His body was translated in 1554 to Goa.  He was heatified in 1554 and was cannonised in 1622,
He was given the title of “The Patron and Protector of all the countries in the East Indies.”
Muny miracles were attributed to him.  His life was one of pious devotion to our Lord even
to the torture of the body. Many people think of saints as the acme of perfection but this is
an erroneous thought as this little story of this Saint will confirm :—

Y Go and set fire to all . . . . it was a magnificent aim . , . . but he missed the oppor-
tunity at his elbow, for he had just learned of the death of an irreligious young man who had
been a fellow-passenger on the voyage from Lisbon. The Captain when he told him simply
stared at the Priest, who could not hide his distress. “Why do you take it to heart like that?
You did not know him personally.” “No. I didn’t—and we were together five months..”

This story makes me think. Does it you?

v

KING CHARLES THE MARTYR- was com-
memorated on January 30th, but it is no longer in
our calendar. There is very little I can say, for
did we not learn all about him in the fourth form,
furthermore the excellent article by Bro. Morley
in the December, 1954, issue of THE Skrver tells
us more than 1 ¢an in this short article. T must,
however, stress the importance of the first para-
graph of Bro. Creasey’s letter in the March copy
of Tue Server, What I can do, however, is to

. ot o show a very beautiful stamp which portrays our
Kingly Martyr which was issued by Barbados in 1927 to commemorate the Tercentenary of
the Settlement.  There is only one value, and has a picture of King George the Fifth, facing
the Saint.

Those brothers who have read Dumas will recolleet that there is a vivid description of
the Martyrdom in “Twenty Years After.”
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SAINT BENEDICT is commemorated on March 21st, and although
there is another Saint Benedict commemorated on February 11th, it
is of him I wish to write. He was born at Nursia in the Dukedom of
Spoleto, in Umbria, which province is situated in the middie of the
“calf”” of Italy, in the ycar 480. At the age of fourteen he fled from
the vices of Rome, to Subica, a town to the East of Rome, where he
became a hermit.  The stamp ilustrated was jssued by the Saar in
1953 in aid of the Thorley Abbey Fund, and shows S. Benedict blessing
Saint Marus, who as a boy, at the command of the Saint rescued a
brother-monk from drowning, and in doing so unconsciously walked
on the water of the lake.

Subica might be calied the birthplace of the Benedictine Order.
Many people gathered round Benedict, so that he decided to form a
“community at Monte Casino. The town is about 45 miles S.E, of
) Rone, and this is where he wrote his rule, and built a Monastery, in
the year 525. His rule was adopted by all the Western Orders. The Benedictines are re-
nowned for their learning, and taught the illiterate to use their hands, their brains and how to
pray. They landed in England during the eleventh century, and William the Conqueror
built them an abhey on the battleficld of Hastings, as an act of penance for the lives lost in that
battle. 1t was dedicated to S. Martin, and given to the Benedictines. Hence Bartle-Abbey.
Germany was evangelised by two English monks, 88, Willibrord and Boniface, who helonged
to this Order. Saint Willibrord has a very fine stamp issued by the Netherlands to com-
memorate his landing there, Luxemburg has also honoured this saint with two issues.
The first English Monastery was built at Canterbury. The Earl of Warren built a Convent
at Lewes in 1077, In 1853 therc was a Covent in Hammersmith, London, but enquiries
confirm that it is no longer there, 1 read that this Order has produced more than 40 Bishops
of Rome, 200 Cardinals, 50 Patriarchs, 116 Archbishops, 4,600 Bishops, 4 Emperors, 12
Empresses, 46 Kings, 41 Queens and 3,600 Saints. Saint Benedict was ncver a Priest. He
died about 530. S, Benedict was a hermit at heart, and very little is known of him, but his
Otder is renovwned the world over, hence his fame for he was a superb organiser,

(Blacks kindly loaned by he Editor of Stamp Collectinig.)

AN AUTUMN FESTIVAL

Saturday, 29th Octoher, was a very happy oceasion for the Guild,  Brethren from many
parts congregated at the lovely Church of the Chaplain to the Candidates for Ordination Fund,
Father Loveless—Holy Trinity, Hoxton, in pleasantly named Shepherdess Walk. The High
Mass at noon was well attetded and for the Solemn Office in the afternoon many were standing.
Father Loveless officiated and the altar party was comprised of officials of the Guild. The
Revd. M. W. H. Nichols, vicar of 5. Augustine’s, Haggerston, preached an apposite serinon.
Fr. Fox, the warden, officiated at Benediction assisted by Fathers Loveless and Nichols,
This was Fr, Fox’s first general appearance with the brethren since his iliness in the spring,
and it certainly made the festival a happy event to have Fr. Fox with us again.

.t
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THE OCCASIONAL OFFICES

by The Revd. W. H. BarnaRD,
Rector of Hinton Martel, Dorser

HOLY BAPTISM

(C) WHAT I PROMISED GOD
1. THE COVENANT .

“And Joshua said unto all the people, Behold this stone shall be . . . . a witness
against you, lest ye deny your God” {joshua 24. v. 27). .

When Joshua said these wortds, as he set up the great stone at Shechem, he had, on God'’s
behalf, just made a covenant with Israel. The stone was to be a token and a reminder to the
people of their promise, just made, to forsake all strange gods and serve the Lord God only.
This was their part of the covenant, a binding agreement between themselves and God.

Holy Baptism is also a covenant. When we are baptised, each one of us enters into a
covenant relationship with God.  Just as every covenant has two contracting parties, with
conditions and promises on either side, so it is in Holy Baptism,

. Of God’s part in this covenant we thought last time. W¢ saw the wonderful things God
did for each one of us, He made me 2 member of Christ, the child of God and an inheritor
of the Kingdom of Heaven, by His Grace and for His giory.

Now we must look at our part of the covengnt and consider the promises which we
made, or which were made on our behalf by our godparents.  Briefly, they are, to fight what
is wrong, hold what is true and do what is right by Prayer and through the Sacraments. In
prayer I approach God, 1In the Sacraments God cornes to me, Thus my weakness is united
to God’s strength and 1 am enabled to fulfil my promises.

First God requires of me :—

II. FAITH AND REPENTANCE

These two virtues are necessary for the reception of every Sacrament. Without them,
the grace God gives us lies idle in the soul. In fact, not only when the Sacrament is received
but at every moment, the sou! must live in this disposition.. Faith and reptenance are our
rcsC[l)c:inse ltohthe grace God continually gives us whereby we can believe the truth, fight wrong
and do right.

thng we lose our faith, then our hold on spiritual realities is broken or weakened. We
begin to wonder whether God can do what He promises through such simple things as water,
oil, laying on of hands, bread or wine, And if we refuse to repent, and give up what is wrong,
then we block the channel of grace altogether. The new lifc of Holy Baptism will be there
in our soul but it will produce no fruit whilst the soul remains impenitent and unbelieving.

God’s Sacraments do not benefit us without our consent and co-operation. That is
where so many today are led astray. They think that if their child “'is done,” i.e., baptised,
then all will be well and there is nothing else to bother about.  To think like that is to regard
Holy Baptism as magic or superstition.

Because of this outlook, some people are opposed to Infant Baptism, and say you should
wait until the child is of age to give its own consent to the promises.

But with Infant Baptism even, we must remembet the Church has always borne witness
to the need for faith and repentance by requiting that every child shall have godparents to
make the necessary promises on behaif of the child, Then, when the child is of age, hefore
Confirmation, it accepts these promises for itself. After all, under the Old Covenant, infants
were brought into God’s Family when they were 8 days old. Surely, it is wrong to suggest
the blessings of the New Covenant ate more restricred.

Again, our Lord’s words, “Suffer the little children to come to Me and forbid them not
for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven,” imply that unconscious babies are capable of receiving
spiritual benefits. In fact, our Lord did give them His Blessing. Here, as in all God’s deal-
ings with us, the beginning is with Him. God takes the initiative. Our part is to respond
to the grace He gives, As the young child with the seed of eternal life in its soul grows up,
so response to that gift can increase as the child’s body develops. The spiritual seed ger-
minates and produces the leaves, flower and fruit of the Christian life provided it has the right
conditions for such growth. '

Godparents are the gardeners of the child’s soul, responsible for tending that delicate
plant. They must see it has the sunshine of prayer, the gentle rain of Christian teaching,and
the bright atmosphere of worship.

12




- .How important it is then to choose the right kind of godparent, one who will pray
regularly for the child; sce that it has 2 Christian education and is eventually brought to the
Bishop for Confirmation and Holy Communion, .

S0 from the earliest days, the Church has allowed Infant Baptism, as the New Testament
stories of the baptism of the houscholds of Cornelius hy S. Peter, and the Phillipian gaoler
by S. Paul restify, . . ' ‘

Wi:ct_hcr adult or child then, our part of this covenant relationship with God is the same
tis — . ’

IIT. . A" THREE-FOLD PROMISE

of renunciation, faith and ‘obedience. .1 promise : '

(¢) To Renowneé—that means to give up, have nothing to do with, the Devil or Satan
and all his works. 1 promise to fight against evil in the world wherever I find it, in myself or
around me. Each act of repentance I make is a renunciation of evil. Each time 1 make up
for another’s wrong is jone more spoke in Satan’s wheel, ' o

I promise also :(—" o T '

() To beliewe all the truths God has taught me through His Holy Catholic Church, and
in particular the Apostles and Nicene Creeds which summarise the main points of the Christian
Faith. 1 promised T would not be led away by strange and erroneous doctrines, but would
hold fast to the Faith delivered to the Saints, first to the Apostles, and handed down through
their successors. ' C ' ‘ '

) We cannot believe what we like any more than we can do what we like. Those who say,
“It does not matter what a man believes so long as he lives a decent life’” forget that all our
actions are the outcome of ourbeliefs, and that God has given us the revelation of truth which
was necessary for us that we might live rightly. We cannot pick and choose the doctrines
of the Chutch, still less work out our own system of belief as if there has been no revelation
of truth from God Himself." Such an attitude is no more reasonable in religion than it is in
science or mathematics. 1 promised at Baptism, to believe a// the truths God has taught
through His Church and nothing less. :

And thirdly I promised :— ' ‘ -

() To do what s right, and obey God’s holy Will and commandments 2ll my life. T
promised to’rule my life not by my own faulty and wayward desires, not to follow my bodily
cravings'and “‘eat, drink and be merry,” but so to order' my life as to fulfil the purpose for
which God made me. 1 promised so to live that I might come “to know, love and serve
God here on earth that T might be happy with Him for ever in Heaven.”

It is on this clear understanding and three-fold promise that we are admitted to member-
ship of the Church and sonship with God. i .

V. ARE WE LIVING AS SONS OF GOD?.

God enables us to do so by providing sufficient grace to fulfil our promises. 1t depends
on the use we make of this help. So often we are like the Prodigal Son and wander away
from the Kingdom of grace into the far country of grevious sin. Our soul becomes starved
and stained with gin. Even so we are still Sons and God is our Father. We can, if we wili,
return to our Father’s home and say, “I will arise and go up to my Father and acknowledge
my sin.”” This is the meaning of Comversion of which we hear so much today. .

Tt is a change of will, the turning from sin to God. Sometimes it happens suddenly, as
with 8, Paul or 8, Augustine of Hippo. More often it is a gradual, life-long process for most
of us. It is a continual redirection of our will, bringing it more and more into conformity
with the will of God. As the Baptism Service itself expresses it, we are to be “continually
mortifying out corrupt affections and daily proceeding in all virtue and godliness of living.”

But let us remember that conversion of itself is not sufficient, There are those who argue
against Holy Baptism and say that repentance alone is sufficient, But 8, Peter (Acts 2. v. 38)
told his hearers to “repent and be baptised.” Neither is faith alone sufficient, as others would
have us believe, . , . .

“Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house,” said S. Paul
to the gaoler at Philippi (Acts 16. v. 29), but we read, “‘he was baptised, he and all his,'im-
mediatelv.” Whilst 8. Paul himself, after his conversion, did not say there was no need now
for Baptism, but “arose and was baptised ”’ (Acts 9. v. 18). :

CONCLUSION . . ,
Conversion then is always a beginning only. Though necessary, we must rémember the
need for a continual turning to God. oo et .
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. Unfortunately, many people have been baptised and made their promises to God and have
even become communicants, but they have never made a full response so necessary to the
grace given them and thus have never known the power and joy of salvation in Christ.

This then is the covenant relationship into which | entered ac my Baptism.  God made
me a member of Christ, the child of God and an inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven., |
promised to renounce and fight what is wrong, believe and hold fast the truth and obey and
do what is right all my life long,

Perhaps we should respond and be more true to our part of the relationship if we used
regularly the prayer the priest said when he signed this covenant between ourselves and God.

“Grant O Lord, that | may never be ashamed to confess the faich of Christ crucitied and
manfully to fight under Flis banner, against sin, the world, and the devil, and to continue
Christ’s faithful soldier and servant unto my life’s end. Amen.”

MOTHER KATE OF HAGGERSTON

by Sypmey W, Hant

July, 1955, brought with it the centenary of the Society of S, Margaret, and provides
therefore an opportunity of re-telling the story of Mother Kate.

The daughter of a Tractarian pricst in Cheshire, she had early in life a vocation to the
religious life.  She was anxious to join the Sisterhood of the Holy Cross at Wapping, but
it was decided that because of her youth, it would he more suitable if she went to the Society
of S: Margarct at East Grinstead. This sisterhood was then in process of formation under
the direction of the Revd, John Mason Neale at Sackville College. In 1858 she commenced
her life as a novice at the Society’s house in Soho. Describing the district about fifty years
later, she wrote, ‘How few people, passing from Tottenham Court-road down the spacious
thoroughfare of Shaftesbury-avenue, could possibly realise what the locality was like nearly
fifty years ago when I first made its acquaintance. It was called Crown-strect then, and 1
believe, more than a hundred years before, when it was known as Hog-lane, Hogarth had
made it a scene for one of his pictures, under the name of Gin-lane or Gin-alley.’

Small-pox reared its deathly head at Easter, 1862, and the Sisters were called out again
and again.  One case was that of a little dead child whose body had not been removed to the
mortuary because the mother had left the reporting of the death too late for that evening,.
It is amazing to read of Sister Mary and Sister Kate sending for a coffin and acting as under-
takers to the mortuary with only the help of a drunken man.

In November, 1865, the Sisters’ residence in Soho was terminated, and in the Eastet-
tide of the following year Dr. Neale transferred them to Haggerston, in the East End of
Loadon. A house was found in Ash-grove, Cambridge Heath-road for the small group of
Sisters. Of it, Mother Kate later wrote, ‘A dreary neighbourhood it seemed to us: newly
built houses, with five rooms and a kitchen apiece, a row of freshly-planted trees on either
side, and the Regent’s Canal, lined with coal wharves, wood wharves and gasometers, hard by.
Our house had had additional rooms added on, and an adjacent drug warehouse was to he
converted into a chapel . . . And so we began ouvr work in Haggerston.’

In 1870 the sisterhood was able to move to 18, Great Cambridge-street, Haggerston,
On March 17th of that year, Father Mackonochie, Mr. Skilbeck and the Mother in charge
of the sisterhood were able to inspect the building that was to become 8. Saviour’s Priory.
By Ascension Day the move was over and the settling-in really completed.

As the autumn of that year matured, small-pox began to show itself with an advancing
step, week by week, in Shoreditch.  "Then with the coming of winter in a severe cold spell,
it flamed spitefully into an alarming increase in that district. Fear touched with panic began
to spread around also,

Help from the Sisters was now urgently heing sought.

Qne bitterly cold afternoon, Sister Kate was sent out, after the message of “Another one
down’ had been delivered at the Priory.  She found the victim, 1 young man in his twenties,
sinking fast. Before the night came, he had died. No one would dare to lay him out, except
Sister Kate and another Sister fetched from the Priory, Case after casc followed. Between
Christmass Day and January 31st, of 1871, 384 cases were recorded. February of that vear
saw 491 fresh cases for that month alone, . ’

The devotion of the sisters brought forth public and official thanks when the epidemic
was over, After that the East End took them to its heart, and the Memory of Mother Kate
is green today, and the Sisters of her order still continue their work in Haggerston.
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WORSHIP IN NANDYAL

by The Right Revd. W. A, Parrrincy,
Bishop in Nandyal, South India

It will be remembered that there are in Nandyal, in South India, a number of Christians
(formetly of the diocese of Dornakal) who did not join the Church of South India in 1947,
and who were recognised by the Province of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon as “‘Con-
tinuing Anglicans.” These Anglicans are attached to the diocese of Calcutta, and the Bishop
of Calcutta (who is also Metropolitan) has in Nandyal a Commissary and Vicar-General in
episcopal orders to shepherd them. They number about 35,000, and are distributed among
twenty-six pastorates, each of which consists of a number of villages, each with its group of
Christian families and its place of worship.

In Nandyal area, a Telugu translation of the Prayer Book is used which was in use in
the Anglican diocese of Dornakal before 1947, This translation is of the 1662 book, with
certain of the revisions and additions of 1928. Owing to the difficulties of printing during
and after the war, Telugu prayer-books untila year or so ago were in very short supply, but
now a further stock has been printed under the supervision of the Revd. B. E. Devaraj, and
made available for sale with the help of S.P.C.K. in India. The Province of India, Pakistan,
Burma and Ceylon is at present engaged on the revision of its prayer-book, and when the
revision has been approved by the General Council it will be translated into Telugu for alterna-
tive use in Nandyal. ] .

Of the twenty-six pastorates in Nandyal, nine have permanent church buildings cither
at the pastorate headquarters or at one of their largest villages. Some of the others have a
separate building used solely for worship, but the rest of the pastorate headquarters, and alinost
alrthc villages which make up the pastorates, have a building which serves both for chuich
and school.  This is often built of stone with a flar roof supported by bamboo beams and
pillars, but in a number of cases the building is of mud with a thatched roof. .

It is oni_y in the permanent churches that it is possible to use any degree of ceremonial
in worship, for in the others theré is scarcely room in the sanctuaty for anyone but the cele-
brant. But in the larget churches like Nandyal, Tiddalur, Muthialapad and Kalasapad, there
arc vestments and scrvers, and at festivals incense is used. Gifts of vestments would be
very welcome, especially of a light and easily portable kind suitable for taking round the
villages, and any such gifts will be gladly recelved by the Bishop in Nandyal, ¢/o S.P.G.,
15, Tufton Street, Westminster, London, S.W.1. -

Processions are easier, even in the village school-churches, for the procession makesiits
way out of the church and round the outside of the building. At night, the'way is somegithes
illuminated by torches of cotton-seeds, which are placed ac intervals round the path of the
procession, and kindled as the head of the procession passes. These processions are both
acts of worship for those who take part in them, and of witness to those who see them..

But it is essential that ceremonial, including processions, should be used intelligently,
and there must be instruction as to what is being done, and why. Tn this way the ceremonial
will continually speak to the illiterate of what God has done for us and of how we shoyld
draw nearer him. The Anglicans in Nandyal have a good tradition of reverent worship and
arc anxious that things should continue to be done among them as they have been done_ in
the past, but it is of very great importance that those who take part in ceremonial, and those -
who see it, should know its purpose and significance. .

Tt is in this word ‘instruction’ that the greatest need of Nandyal can be summed up.
Without instruction, there can be no meaning in the most carefully rehearsed and dignified
ceremontial. Without instruction, the Church cannot bear that witness in faith and life which
.8 second only to worship in the duty which She owes to Her Lord.  Your prayers are asked
“for the Bishop in Nandyal, his clergy and lay-workers, in all their plans for shepherding and
teaching the people committed to their charge. )

A LETTER FROM CANADA .

( Extracts fram a letter received by the Secretary of C.O.T. from the Revd. James Turner,
. o incumbent of 8. Jobn's. Schreiber, Ontario. .
Thank you for your letter and receipt for our donation to C.O.F. 1 am pleased that it
is no longer on the ‘critical list,” but I join with you in your hopes for a healthy finandial
status, It is wonderful ro know that our Guild is being used of God to foster vocations’to

the Sacred Ministry. e ‘ o
We are getting ‘geared up’ for our trip to England and cxpect'to sail-from Montréal
on August 4th, returning to Canada at the heginning of October,
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Next month the clergy of Algoma are converging on the See city of Saulte Ste. Marle
for a three-day clergy school. During our stay there our diocesan will be enthroned in his
cathedral as Metropolitan of Ontatio : he was recently elected Archbishop at the House of
Bishops. Iwas sorry to heat of the passing of Bishop Rocksbhorough Smith—he was formerly
bishop of,this diocese and I knew him personally. He was a staunch defendet of the Faith
- and would not tolerate compromise : he encountered a tremendous amount of opposition,

Of course I can understand his difficultics for Canada is a very young church and the puritan
spirit in opposition to Roman Catholicism is still strong. “Solid teaching is essential for
many, many years yet in order to bring the level up—the outward essentials will have to be
brought in gradually. : '

The organisation of the Church hete differs widely from the Church at home—we are
for the most part made up of missionary dieceses. The work of winning souls to the Holy
Faith is slow, requiring much patience. "In some of the country places, where several districts
have to share a priest, it may mean that the priest himself will have to be content to celebrate’
Mass in cassock, surplice and stole. Out of a total population of 154 million, some two
million classify themselves ad Anglicans. The Romans claim six million and the ‘United
Church’ (Methodist and Presbyterian) about three millions : the remainder are taken up with
the various sects. : . S .

So you can see that the Anglican Church has a great missionary work before it, but is
does need more priests. There are not enough cothing forward to meet that need. One of
our faults is that we do not go for *Vocation’ in a big way—the Romans did a series on this
i‘x} 2 rcc{;nt prograrhme of broadcast services, and they were very good. :

ay, 1955, '

{Fr: Turner gave the offerings at bis: Lent mid-week devotional services to C.O.F., remarking,

‘I have not forgotten the generosity of the Guild to me during my preparation for the priesthood.”)

A GUERNSEY PILGRIMAGE

Congratulations are due to the Chapter of the Holy Apostles, for their successful pilgrim-
age to the rained priory of Out Lady of Lihou in July. Cars and buses brought pilgrims to
L’Eree headland, reaching there in time to follow the'tide down. Cassocks and cottas were
donned, and a procession' made its way across the causeway to the island of Likou, singing
the Litany.

' Cn agrivnl at the priory ruins, the Guild Office was sung, and the procession then returned
across the canseway to the main island. Fr. J. M. Finey {(chaplain) officiated at the Office,

and other local priests were also present. The wholé pilgrimage took place in brilliant
" sunshine. The Mother Superior of an Anglican Order, a Franciscan friar and Island officials
took part in the pilgrimage.

On their return to the main island, tea was served in the garden of S. Pierre du Bois
rectory and a tallc was given on the history of the priory. The announcement of the pil-
grimage caused a cereain number of controversial letters to be written to the local press, but
the affair received very fair attention, with good reports and photographs, in the Guernsey
papers. The pilgtimage will no doubt be repeated with larger numbers next year and the
Guernsey brethren are to be congratulated on thus blazing the trail for another revival of
devotion at a holy place,

TO THE EDITOR

"I would like to express my gratefu! thanks to all the Brethren who have given money

to the CO.F. :

1 have received three generous grants from the fund, which have been a very great help
to me indeed. . R :

I am sure that if all the members of the Guild were aware of the tremendous help that
Ordination candidates receive from C.O.F. further subscriptions would soon be forthcoming.

1 would like to thank those who have prayed for me during my Otdination for work in
S. Africa. Would you please continue praying.for me as T go to exercise my ministry in this
great work. -

A good motto for (G.5.8. may.well be “Pray up and Pay up.”

, Rev. Bro. JOHN C. PEACOCK,
October, 1955, Brotherhood of S. Paul,
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The Church’s Weekly Newspaper

CHURCH TIMES

(Established 1863)

' Spreads the Faith—Spreads the News

It is THE Church newspaper with the
greatest circulation—the widest range of
Church news at Home and Abroad.

Special articles cover all aspects of Church
life. For half a century the “Summary”
has been famous for its comments on
political news.

There are answers to the popular posers
which confront Church men and women.

Book Reviews every week.

THE CHURCH TIMES

Informs — Teaches — Interests

* %

To avoid disappeintment place a standing order with your
newsagent, or order direct from the publishers—

G. J. Palmer & Sons, Ltd.
7, PORTUGAL STREET, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2

price 4d. (postage 14d.). Annual subscription 24/- ;
Half-yearly 12/- ; Quarterly 6/-
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'BROTHER JOHN’S JOTTINGS

May I start by reminding you all again of the Christmas Poster Campaign? It started
in 1950 as 2 counter-blast to the super-materialist advertising which heralds in modern times
the anniversary of the Birth of Christ. They produced large 16-sheet ‘posters (6ft. 8ins. x
10ft.) of a Narivity picture which, with the co-operation of the bill-posting industry, were
displayed all over the country. ‘These were financed by the sale of books of Christmas stamps,
at 2/6d. per book. They also produce double-crown posters for private individual display,
shop windows, hospital wards, factories and private windows. In 1954 a third size of poster
(10ins. wide by 15ins. deep suitable for window display, was also produced and nearly 70,000
of these were displayed last Christmas,

The organisers report that the notable feature of 1954 was the increased display of Nativity
scenes in shop windows, those of Harrods, Woolworths in Oxford-street and P, & O., Cock-
sput-street, being specially worthy of mention. In Leeds a living tableau of the Nativity
was presented outside the Guildhall. The organisers are a group of keen Roman Catholics,
but they seek the aid of all Christians, and here is a task in which we can all join, The Arch-
bishop of Canterbury has sent them his blessing and good wishes.

If you have a site, you can have one of the large posters for £1 or in exchange for eight
books of stamps. This year’s is a2 new design, specially painted by Miss Doris Zinkeisen,
showing Qut Lady halding up the Holy Child and showing Him to the people in the street.
The double-crown and the small window posters may also be obtained ; the double-crown
at one poster per two sets of stamps, on any order over 4 sets of stamps, i.e. the minimum order
for one poster is 6 sets of stamps, 2 posters, 8 sets, 3 posters 10 sets, etc. The small posters
may be obtained at 1/- each. The stamps this year are 2 new design, following the style of
mediaeval missals. They are supplied at 30 for 2/6d. .

It is to be hoped that every Chapter, and indeed every parish, will make an effort to display
one or more of the small or double-crown posters, and every server should use the stamps.
The address is : The Christmas Poster Campaign, 19, Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2,
who will supply leaflets and further particulars, If a large poster appears on a hoarding in
youf area, remember that the local billposters have put it up free of charge, and drop them a
line of thanks and appreciation. o -

During the Norwich Church Congress I had lunch with the Bishop of Crediton. He
told me that he has been introduced (by a chairman of school managers) as ‘The Suffragette
Bishop of Crediton® and that when he was Archdeacon of FExeter he once addressed a meeting
presided over by a farmer, who kept referring to him as ‘this gentleman.” At.the close of the
meeting the farmer apologised for this, and said, ‘I know you have a proper title, but the rnly
word T could think of was artichoke " The Bishop’s rousing final speéch was one of the
highlights of the Congress. . ’

January 7th is the feast of S.,Pega, and if you are anywhere ‘near Peterborough on that
day you should mzake a pilgrimage to the Northamptanshire village of Peakirk (Pega’s kirk).
Thete S. Pega, who was sister to the famous recluse, S, Guthlae of Crowland, lived the solitary
life in the 8th century. The parish church, where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved, has some
interesting mediaeval wall-paintings, but the chief glary of the village is the remaining Saxon
work of 8. Pega’s cell, now built into the chapel of the Community of the Holy Family,

The Community, which was founded in 1898 by Mother Agnes Mason, a remarkably
talented and cultured woman, is specially devoted to higher education and it has recently been
written, “it is doubtful if any religious community of women was ever founded Wwith such a
hackground of culture and erudition,” But from the carliest days of the Community'a house
set apart for a more enclosed . life of praver was desired, and after a start in the diocese of
Monmouth, in 1937 S. Pepa’s Hermitage at Peakirk came into their possession. There is a
house adjoining the chapel with accommodation for about six sisters, and here the con-
templative life is lived. The chapel is of course a private chapel of religious and not a pil-
grimage centre, but no doubt permission would be given for organised visits and perhaps
the singing of the Guild Office there. ‘
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218th COUNCIL MEETING

The Council met in Londen on Saturday, October 8th, when the Warden, Fr, J. B, M.
Fox, was in the chair, with Fr. K. N, ]. Loveless and sixteen Councillos present. It was the
fizst Council that Brother E. G. R. Wale, our Lay Warden, had ever missed over the past fifty
years, and the Council’s sympathy was expressed in that failing eyesight at the age of 85 had
curtailed the energies of this prominent layman of our Church,

The formation of new chapters was agreed for S. Mary’s Stowmatket and district;
8. Laurence, Port Moreshy, New Guinea, a sub-group of 8. Boniface at Celle in West Germany,
and the revival of the chapters of Holy Trinity, Accra, and S. Aidan of Lindisfarne, Darlington.
Brother Edden rcv:c\yed tht_: Candidates for Ordination Fund over the past twelve months,
and stated the financial gomtion was precatious. Applications for help had been received
from 105 candidates and 85 gifts, toralling £1,070,had been made to men attending 25 colleges,
Eighteen Deacons and 20 Priests ordained last year had been helped by the Guild.

Turning to finance, Bro, Edden reported that the Jubilee Fund totalled £793 4s. 5d.
Some £1,129 had been received from chapters, and £102 from the Special Appeal last year at
this time. (Why not again appeal specially to your priest, parovkial Church Comncil and Chapter
and send a Christmass present to the Fund.— Editer.). £580 is wanted at once for the gifts made
in October and a similar sum by next May.

ThE ServeR brought forth discussion on the authority of articles, and it was stressed that
items included wete the personal views of the writers concerned. Regrettably Brother Wale
had relinquished the distribution of THE ServER, but the Treasurer-General, Brother A, .
Harding, kindly offered to undertake this work. Bro, Harding has recently taken up his
appointment as Verger at S.Michael, Cornhill in the City of London, and we wish him every
happiness in his new work.

The Sectetary-General presented the financial statement for the past year and it would
appear that the accounts just balance, but Tur Srrver still is not self-supporting. Sales
brought in £213, but it cost £248 to print and distribute. Cannot each reader get a new
subscriber at once and so put THE SERVER on a sounder financial basis? .

The annual gift towards our Chapel at the Shrine of Qur Lady at Walsingham was
agreed to.

Of primary importance at the meeting was the unanimous agreement, after slight amend-
ments to the draft constitution, to the formation of a District Council in Australia. The
Council was glad to note the enthusiasm engendered for the Guild and by the new Constitution
hoped for the extension of the Guild in that land. )

The Guild’s Corpus Christi festival next year will probably take place at Nottingham.

(In the report of the 217th Council printed in the last issuc it was stated that Brother
Morley had been elected an honorary Councillor ; in fact he is iow a Grand Councillor }

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

5. EDWIN, HARROGATE

Brethren will be pleased to learn that two members of this Chapter have met with the
approval of C.A.C.T.M.—Bros. John Dewar and Royd Scurrah,

S. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR, SURREY

The Chapter sang their Office at S. Andrew’s, Carshalton, on the evening of the Feast
of the Assumption, when brethren wete present from all parts of the large atea of Surrey
which the Chapter covers, and there was a large congregation. The Chaplain, the Revd.
Peter Dale of Sutton, officiated and other clergy present were Frs. R. A. E. Harris (priest-in-
charge of S. Andrew’s), Marcus Donovan (Arl Saints’, Benhilton) and 8. K. Anderson (a
former chaplain). Fr. Harris preached, and a procession of Qut Lady concluded the service.

In the course of a series of announcements at an informal Chapter meeting which followed,
Fr. Dale announced the resignation, after eighteen months’ highly satisfactory service of
Bro. W. Balker as treasurer, Bro. D. Wilderspin is taking over the post temporarily.
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S. JOHN.BAPTIST, ‘TORQUAY

..« New ground was once more broken when this Chapter paid.a visit in August to S, John
the Baptist, Marldon, a village about 2} miles beyond Torquay and Paignton. It was a heauti-
ful summer evening when-a coachload of brethren and their friends reached the church, to be
joined later by others arriving by car, cycle and on foot. The Office was solemnly sung, the
chaplain, Fr. Burr, officiating, A thoughtful sermon on Catholic Reunion was preached hy
" the vicar, Fr. Landon. The service ended with a procession. Afterwards, in the gathering
“twilight tea and biscuits were dispensed on the vicarage lawn.  Although so close to two large
‘seaside towns,Marldon is still quite rural and the feeling of being ‘in the country’ was 2 welcome
change to town-dwellers, The large 14th century church at Marldon has been carefully
restored and is beautifully kepr. The occasion of the Chapter’s visit was probably the first.
tire.incense had been used there sincé the Reformation. The Faith is gradually making.
ground there, and a simple sung Mass on Sundays has recently heen introduced by Fr. Landon.

. - 8. MAUGHOLD; ISLE OF MAN

» The Chapter re-visited Kirk Maughold church in August after an interval of seventeen
years,. The Office was sung, and the vicar of Kirk Maughold (Revdl. W. G. 8. Duckworth)
gave an address. . '

S. OSYTH, AYLESBURY

The Revd: W. R. Alderson recently resigned after four years as chaplain, as he has-been
appointed to East and West Challow in Berkshire and left S. Michael’s, Beaconsfield, in
September.  The Chapter sang the Guild Office on 23rd July at All Saints’, Gt. Marlow, with
Fr. Alderson officiating for the last time. During the meeting held afterwards Fr. Alderson
was presented with an attache case. - ) i

The brethren will miss greatly the scrvices of such a charming and unassuming person as
Father Alderson, whose interest in the Guild was in the forefront of his various activities.
The Chapter, however, consoles itself with the thought that although he is leaving one arch-
deaconry. for another, he still remains in the diocese of Oxford. Our prayers and good
wishes go with him in the new work that lies ahead. . o

S. JOHN THE DIVINE, LEICESTER ,

On July 16th the Chapter visited the patish church of S. Mary’s, Melton Mowbray,
where the Guild Office was sung before thé members were shown round the chutch, one of
the largest and most magnificent in the dincese.  After a break in August for summer holidays,
the monthly meetings of the Chapter were resurned in September, with a visit to S, James,
Snibston, where once again all present spent a most enjoyable afternoon.-.

. 'S¢ LAURENCE THE DEACON, READING,

The annual autumn festival was held on S. Matthew’s Day at S, Mark’s, Reading, The
chaplain, Fr, Topley, officiated at the Office and the preacher was.Fr. Hall, priest-in-charge

of §. Mark’s. Bro.. Miller, Group Councillor, was. present. -

COVENTRY SERVERS’ FESTIVAL

Over forty parish priests and servers attended the annual festival of the Church Union
* and the Guild at Hockley Church in August. The vicar (the Revd. M. B. Morgan) officiated
and the Revd. G. D. Carleton gave the address, Refreshments were scrved on the vicarage
lawn, s ' .
S. MARY MAGDALENE, WEDNESDAY' & DISTRICT

The Chapter held their Michaelmass Festival on Saturday, the 8th'October, at S, Michael
and All Angels, Tividale. The Solemn Guild Office was beautifully renderéd, and an interest-
ing sermon was preached by the Revd. Canon Brierley,.rector of Wolverhampton. There was
a good attendance of servers from the Chapter;.augmented. by visitors from neighbouring
Chapters. o J

pAffer the.service the visitors were enterrained to tea by the ladies of 5. Michael’s,

. The Christmas Festivals of the Chapter will be'held at 8. Stephen’s Church, Willenhall,
_on Saturday, the 7th ‘January, 1956, at 3.30 p.m. Preacher, the Ven. E. Aldington Hunt,
Archdeacon Emeritus of Matabeleland. . e T ' '
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THE INCARNATE WORD, MIDDLESEX AND SURREY

This Chapter met on Qctobet 4th, at S8, Michael and George, Fulwell, to hid farewell
to Fr, H. W. Gordon Vincent, chaplain of this Chapter for the past three years, on his prefer-
ment to the living of 8. Catherine Coleman, Shepherds Bush, in the S. Stephen’s Chapter
area, Following the Guild Office, Procession and Benediction, the Chapter adjourned to
the Parish Hali, where Bro. Philip Hebborn, our vice-chairman, presented Fr, Vincent with 3
pyx on behalf of the Chapter. '

Tn his speech thﬂnkinF the Chapter, Fr. Vincent remarked that as his new parish included
one of the largest hospitals in London, he would no doubt be constantly needing to use our
gift, thereby being reminded of a very happy association with the servers of this district,

The Chapter also requests the prayers of all brethren of the Guild for Fr. Vincent, for
he has before him the task of rebuilding this Church, which was destroyed during the war.

THE HOLY FAMILY, SOUTHAMPTON

These last few months the Chapter has met at §. Winfrid’s, Testwood, on the occasion
of Fr. Edward’s twenty-first anniversary of his ordination. Bishop Lang was the preacher.
In November they kept All Saints’ festival at 8. Julian’s.

§S. SWITHUN AND OSMUND, BOURNEMOUTH

The Chapter has sung the Office in various churches this summer, and have attended
several dedication and patronal festivals.

S. STEPHEN HARDING, BLANDFORD

Many churches in the neighbourhood have been visited for the Guild Office.  On Whit-
Monday High Mass with corporate Communion took place at Blandford.

8. WILLIAM OF NORWICH

The little Norman church of Framingham Earl, near Norwich, was visited for the Guild
‘Office and devotions in September.  Brethren played prominent parts in the October Norwich
Church Congress, being responsible for the stewarding of all the meetings and serving at
the two High Masses in S, Peter, Mancroft,

OUﬁ LADY AND S. GEORGE, PLYMOUTH -

On the eve of the patronal festival at 8. Maurice’s, Plympton, the Chapter sang the Office
irl that church, The chaplain, the Revd. P. C. Clynick, officiated and preached. The rector,
the Revd, H. E. Bennett, presided at the concluding procession.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD, ANGVILLA, ST. KITTS, B.W.L

During the Patronal Festival of §. Augustine’s our daughter church, on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 30th, after a picnic of all the Tsland servers on one of our glorious white sandy beaches
with much bathing, the Guild Office was solemnly sung in the church and an address was
given by the chaplain, Fr. Canning, on the rules and aims of the Guild. This was followed by
Benedicrion and later a short mecting was informed that the Council had given approval for
the formation of the Chapter.

Increased interest seems to have been aroused and later reports are awaited with much
interest.

THE EPIPHANY, CROYDON
The September issue of this Chapter’s “Forces” Letter™ contains very useful items, 2

book review, news of all the membets in the Forces, and a very concise note of the duties of o
Councillor,

S. JOHN BAPTIST, BRISBANE

The first patronal festival took place on June 25th at S. David's, Chelmer, Brisbane,
Procession took place before the Solemn Eucharist, which was celebrated by the chaplain, the
Revd, W. A, Bennett. At breakfast afterwards in'the Parish Hall the Archbishop delivered
a most inspiring address in which he stressed the aspect of humility and disinterest expected
of Servants of the Sanctuary.
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WEST RIDING CHAPTERS' FESTIVAL, rgss

The annual’ Festival of the West Riding Chapters took place in S. Wilfrid’s Church,
Harrogate, on Saturddy, Octoher 1st. '

Members of the Batley, Bradford, Castleford, Halifax, Harrogate, Leeds and Mirfield
Chapters were present and there was a congregation of about 90 friends of the Guild.

" ‘The Office was sung by the chaplain to the Harrogate Chapter, Fr. J. Barton, the cantors
were Bras. M, J. Taylor and N. Shepherd and the M.C. was Bro. C. H. Smith.

The Lord Bishop of Knaresborough (the Rt. Revd. Henry de Candole) presided and gave
the address. Taking as his text *“The Short Chapter,” the Bishop gave an interesting glimpse
of life in Churches of the Anglican Communion in other countries and spoke of his contacts
with servers in Singapore and Borneo during his recent visit. .

After the address a Procession of 83 servers, in cassocks of black, purple, blue and red,
seven priests and the Bishop in cope and mitre almost cncircled the church. ‘The service
ended with the Bishop’s Blessing. o o

Tea was provided in the Church Hall, during which Bro. Cllr. E. E. Collins spoke about
some important items of Guild News.

"The collection in church for the C.Q.F, was £7 Is. 8d., and hecause of the genetosity of
S. Wilfrid’s congregation in unexpectedly providing the tea frec of charge, the C.O.F. also
benefited by the additional sum of £2 8s. 10d. . . :

THE CHRISTMASS FESTIVAL FOR PROVINCIAL GROUP
: will be held on :

SATURDAY, 31st DECEMBER
at

. SS. MicHarL aND GEORGE, FULWELL. ’
Procession *and- High Mass /12 noon..r Guild Office, ' Procession and
Benedietion, 3 p.m. Preacher to be announced.

L:T.E. trolleybuses 601 and 667 pass near. Fulwell S.R. Station

. 2 minutes from church, )

Fult particulars from Bro. R. A. Cooksc?]n, 149, Kingston Rd., Teddington,

. A Mddlx. O

- A CHAPTER MEETING HELD IN GERMANY'

On Wednesday, October 18th, at 3.30 p.m., nearly sixty voices combined in the singing
of the Guild Office. Altar, servers from Stations throughout this district and from as far
away as R.A.F. Sylt attended. A distance of about 400 miles each way. In order to be in
good time for the service on the Wednesday afternoon they had to get up at 4.30 am. the
prcv'ious day to catch a suitable train, , .

The singing was magnificent, or so it seemed from the chancel, and I’ve no doubt that
servers in the congregation were equally impressed..

Our thanks go to Brother Stewart Ramsden, the.new Chapter Secretary, who organised
the day so well, also to Bro. John Mee, our Organist and Choirmaster. Bros. Wagstaff
and Hemsley, the Cantors, arc not to go without praise. The Officiant was Father Alsop,
the Chapter Chaplain, and the sermon was preached by Father 1. J. D. Llewellyn Davies,
Warden of Trinity House, Cologne, who used as his text the opening verse of Ps. 121, ¢]
will life up mine cyes unto the hills from whence cometh my help.” - What he had to say
was a great help to us and an inspiration to all. :

At the conclusion of the sermon clergy and servers processed round the Church singing
“Ye who own the faith of Jesus’ (E.H.218).

After the Office everyone proceeded to the Church Centre for tea which was kindly
provided by ladies of the parish.  To say this part of the day was enioyed would be an vnder- -
statement, we were given the opportunity to chat with brethren from neighbouring parishes,
which, we must remember, is one of the main objects of the Guild. ““To promote a spirit
of brotherhood amongst servers from diverse parishes.” Before ending may 1 extend the
- thanks of the Chapter to all who assisted in any way to make the afternoon a success cither
by their generosity in the giving of foodstuffs or by their assistance in the duplicating of
the G.8:5. Guild Office. o ‘ o
' You will be interested to know that the proceeds for the day, which included the collection
" .and the teas, amounted to £5, which has been forwarded to the Ordination Candidates’ Fund.
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FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S DESK

The end of the holiday scason brings vividly to mind that “Winter programmes” should
already have been prepared and circulated. Have you taken steps in your Chapter yet?
If not then | suggest that you determine that not a moment shall be lost as it is well-known
that a series of well planned meetings in the winter months ean be made both helpful and
instructive,  Subjects you will say.  Just consider how many questions we might correetly
answer off hand about the Catholic Faith put to us in all sincerity by an enquirer—what we
really belicve and WHY.

A whole winter’s session would exhaust but a fraction of the aspects that arise in the minds
of the sincere enquirer and after all, we are told that we must be witnesses for Our Blessed

Lord. How shall we then do this if we have not the fullest knowledge of what that Faith
consists?

Many, who have never yet commenced 2 study on the lines I have suggested, might well
begin with Fr. Vernon Staley’s “Catholic Religion” (1 believe that a reprint has been issued
recently). Writing personally one'’s mind goes back to the early 1900°s when with some dozen
servers in a Midland City, with a lcader convinced that Jesus Christ was a personal Saviour,
a study group bhegan onc winter with this same book as the basis for their discussions and it
went on for many years. Lay readers resulted first of all from that step, later some trained
and went into the Mission Field whilst others entered the Sacred Ministry.

Not one of them has regretted the time spent in those dark evenings and now you might
well follow, their example if you have no other course in mind for 1955/56.  As an alternative
an enguiry about the C.5.1. under the wise guidance of some Priest having knowledge of what
is taking placc in Convocation and elsewhere. Many doubts arisc and must be dispelled if
the Church is to go forward in unity but not at the price of compromise or surrender of
Catholic principles. Laymen AND priests alike make up the Church of God and together
we may find some solution that compels the Church Leaders to think twice before they attempt
to."“Scll the Pass.”

in regard to Guild matters gencrally I am happy to say there is abounding evidence of a
sustained interest among servers, not only at home but also overseas. During the past few
months, the General Council has had under their consideration the matter of a District Council
for Australia and taking into account the vast distances that are found in the Commonwealth
the opportunities for personal exchanges between servers in one town or another are not so
frequent or possible as here in England. Already we hear of members “Down under”
training under the auspices of the §.8.M. establishment at Crafers and our prayers for their
welfare are needed—will you remember them regularly in your chapters and also in private
devotions? .

Qur Service members in the Canal Zone are being slowly but surcly moved to Cyprus
and shortly the Chapter of S. Anthony of Egypt will have been completely transferred to
Nicosia. There our members will find in the person of the TOC H Commissioner, Brother
Frank Coleman-Cross, a worthy Chairman of the Chapter, and every member of G.8.8. going
out there ought to have with him the card of introduction ready to produce as evidence.of his
membership as this will bring him into contact with all the members in turn and the chaplains
with whom already we have their assurances of ready and willing help from the Assistant
Chaplain in Chief. Chapter secretaries ought to advise me immediately of any member
recciving his call-up papers and T will send the Card along at once and free of charge too.

Your part in this work is of prime importance and if the Faith is to be more firmly estab-
lished then we cach have our part to play. The Chaplains are showing cvery evidence of
their desire to use every setver willing to serve, whether on Land, Sea or in the Air. As:
thought for all serving members—every station, camp or ship must become part of the House
hold of Faith.
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C. BRITTON & SON

- 88, WILLIAM ROAD, REGENTS PARK
. ~ LONDON, N.W.1.
INCENSE BLENDERS - - - SANCTUARY REQUISITES

SANCTUARY OIL

0 UR A.l. Quality at 32]{,per Gallon is unsurpassable
' and we Guarantee Satisfaction or Refund Money in -
SJull on return of unused portion after fourteen days
trial. '

A Second Quaiity at 25/6 per Gallon.

CANDLES

All our 65 A Beeswax candles are hand-rolled and can be made
in any Jength and diameter.

259 Vegetable Wax, Stearine Wax and Vegetable Composition
Wax are moulded in diameters of 1/16th up to Zins. only.

65 %, Beeswax 5
25%, Beeswax .- R
Vegetable Wax .. .. .. .. 3
Stearine Wax : .. .. .. 3
Vegetable Composmon 3
The Vegetable Composition candle is a good and serviceable
one which has given every satisfaction for the 1%t twenty-five years.

Why not try. them—and save money ?

WICKS, STANDING or FLOATING,
SANCTUM LIGHTS and GLASSES,
NIGHTLIGHTS. .

; AGENT for DIADEM. SILVER & BRASSWARE
PRAYER and HYMN BOOKS Etc.




MOWBRAYS
CHURCH SHOPS

‘Devotional Books
Servers’ Manuals
Cassocks and Surplices
Albs and Cottas
Sanctuary Requisites

Candles

Incense and Chafcoal

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION

*
LONDON - - - 28 MARGARET STREET, W.I
OXFORD - 35 PEMBROKE STREET, ST. ALDATE’S
CAMBRIDGE - 14 KING's PARADE
LEEDS - - - - - 5 ALBION PLACE

. LBIRM{NGHAM - - - 39 CANNOIN;_/ fﬁ ( (/ (
MANCHESTER - - - 44 BRAZENNOSH §TRERT
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