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~To us a Child is botn, a Son is sent,

Upon Whose shoulder rests al! Government ;

We thus, His state and dignity proclaim

“The Ange! of Great Counsel” is His Name,

Raise to the Lord a new, triumphant song,

For unto Him all wondrous acts belong,

Let every age its ‘song of praise maintain,

To Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.’ .
- "The Introit for Christmass Day from
. “THE METRICAL . PROP ERS™
, . —Tke Revd: J. P, Hill. .

EDITORIAL

At a recent meeting of the General Council of the Guild reference was made to the
diversity in the dress of servets when seen en masse at festival gatherings, ‘The point was
made that we are not an exotic, idiotic or neurotic guild but should in our manner of serving
and dress add a becoming dignity to the worship of God. In modern phraseology we are,
when we serve, an ““ aid to worship,” Fussiness in serving certainly detracts from devotion
and can deter the anxious inquirer, : ' '

In this manner also the Arts can be an aid or a hindrance to the worship of God. Senti-
mental hymns, florid decoration, stilted prayers make some very embarrassed. In this issue
the rightful place of the Asts, in our approach to God, is stressed.. God has endowed all
with an appreciation of beauty, and. everything used in His service must be of the best,

Music has from the first taken an essential place.in worship. From the ?Iain' song of
carlier ages has developed the complex anthems of latter days. . We may not all be educated
to appreciate the complexities and sceming discords of some modern. music but we can
understand music that lifts:one away from the rather sugary tunes of the last century.

Likewise the spoken word of drama has once again regained jts stature, leaving the goody-
goody sentiments of a past age and bringing to life the inspiring and vigorous plays both of
the medieval church and of thesc latter years of Eliot, Fry and others, - -

. N ;

The buildings in which we worship also have undergone'a transformation from the
bareness of the Georgian era, they have passed through the frills of Vietorian restoration
and now we are appreciating in many places churches restored to their medieval beauty and
simplicity and the modern church of noble'praportions and filled with -craftsmanship of a
purity of line inspiring devotion, Many of our members overseas worship in churches
far different in appearance from those in England, yet these buildings express their aspirarions
in a local manner, aspirations which present their talents for the use and the greater glory
of their Creator. : : < . .. . L. :

In these ways, among others, the Arts are contributing to the wosship of God, which,
though not dependent on style or culture, nevertheless is aided -and helped by the senses,
Our contribution can be to utilise these aids in our serving at the altar, effacing ourselves and *
doing all for the glory of God. L :



THE ARTS AND THE CHURCH:
THE WORK OF THE SOCIETY OF THE FAITH
by Francis Stepuens, A.R.C.A.

The Church from the earliest days has always had close relations with the Arts, These
relations have manifested themselves in two differing but complementary ways, the way of
Assistance, or Patronage, and the way of Participation, ar Production.” As to Patronage,
witness the numberless heautiful things which have been placed in churches and cathedrals
everywhere, both abroad and in this country, to say nothing of the buildings themselves.
What opportunities the artist has been offered ; with what joy has he exerted himself to the
uttermost.  The stained glass of York ; the soaring ‘Bell Harry’ of Canterbury ; the emotional
sweeps and twists of the two great Biblical candelabra at Westminstet ; the fretted golden
glory of the interior of S, Cyprian’s, S. Marylebone—the mind sinks at the task of merely
cataloguing the treasures of our own land: True, the patronage of the Church has not always
been as discriminating as could he wished. The gaudy tiles and *fruit gum’ mosaics of many a

- ‘testored’ parish church in this country, and the worldly glamour, of the late Baroc abroad
are examples ; and the debased musical tradition (gradually being overcome by the revitalized
plainsong) is another. Bven today passing fashions are allowed to obscure the plain ryles
of the liturgical needs of Catholic worship in the design and building of new churches,

The Chutch is not only Patron but also Producer, Creator. One thinks of the great
family of lirurgies throughout the world, diverse yet unified in theme ; of the radiant poetry
of the ‘Gloria in Excelsis’; of the sheer beauty of plainsong. The medieval monks with
their manuscripts, nuns with their embroidery—‘Opus Anglicanum’ once a by-word in Europe ;
though of course the Romantic idea that every religious was in fact an artist is now no longer
tenable. Buckfast Abbey today is, however, an example of what is passible, and such com-
munities as Maria Laach and Cyrene abroad are others, And indeed is not, Sunday by Sunday,
the solemn liturgical worship of the Church, with each performing his appointed part, in the
stately ritual of the Drama of the Mass, an Act of Art of the highest order?

In both these fields of Patronage and Production the Socicty of the Faith is active. This
“association of Christians in communion with the See of Canterbury” (to quote from its
Articles) was founded in 1905 by two priests “for mutual -assistance in the work of Christ’s
Church . . . . more especially for the popularization of the Catholic Faith,” Tts first great
venture, and remarkable success, was the introduction of the now all-but-universal Stam
System for Sunday Schoo! and Catechism. From this sprang the Faith Ptess, soon to be well
known for. its musical puhblications as well as its pamphlets and booklets for children’s work,
A fair share of the credit for the improvement in the standard of Church music generally,
and for the increasing introduction of plainsong in particular, is due to the Press. Today
it continues on its well-established lines, and welcomes the ‘browser’ to its fine bookshop in
Tufton Street.

Soon after the Faith Press came the Faith Craft-Works, where the Society’s own artists
and craftsmen design and make the ormaments and furnishings of the Church in wood, metal,
stained glass, and fabrics. The reputation, size, and equipment, of the Faith Craft has grown
steadily, especially since the war, and its wotks are to be seen in churches and cathedrals
throughout the country, and abroad.

In addition to the Press and Craft-Works there has recently been established a Book-
Binding and Repair department ; and of course there is the Faith House Wardrobe with s
large stock of costumes for plays and pageants. There is also the ‘Symbol’ parish magazine
mnset, o,

All these varied activities are directed by the Society of the Faith through its elected
govcrning bOdY, the Court of Fellows. The various companics are not to be thought of as
primarily profit-making or commercial concerns. They exist to fulfil a need or provide a
service ; profits are ‘ploughed back® into the Society’s own work of made available for other
good causes in the Church. And here we come to the Patronage side of the Society’s aims,
(We are here specially concerned with the Arts, but mention should be made in passing of
the extent to which good relations between the Orthodox Churches of the East and the Church
of England have been promoted by the Society’s help from its very beginning, often in
personal and non-publicised ways, but none the less of great importance.)

The most important recent example of the Society’s assistance to the Arts was the
financing, planning and atranging of the Lambeth Palace Exhibition of Church Art in 1951,
Tt is true to say that but for this there would have been no representation of the vast contribu-
tion made by the Church in the visual arts at the Festival of Britain, The great success of
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this Exhibition is a tribute to the forward-looking policy of the Society, Much help was
also given by the Society to the Rochester Exhibition of Christian Art during the 1350th
anniversary celebrations. The crypt of the cathedral was transformed into an exciting treasure-
house of beauty old and new with a thoroughly Catholic taste.
A new venture of which much is hoped is the foundation of the ‘College of The Faith,

a body which among other things will act as patron to artists and writers with worth-while
projects. . -7

’Thc Society of the Faith, therefore, may. be claimed to be playing, not vnworthily, its
part in the twin fields of Patronage and Production, and under the good hand of God looks
forward to carrying on its aims and ideals in the future. . .

MUSIC IN THE CHURCH

by The Revd. Dr. R. L. SHIELDsS

The Editor kindly made me a present of a title, namely, “How Music influences and is
.used by the Church,” but a moment’s consideration made me realise that it is rather the Church
which has influenced Music, and I am fairly sure that other contributors to this issue, writing
on other branches of Art, will make a similar admission. .

We are here speaking of the Western Church, so, perhaps, a short statement nearer to
the truth would be ““The ‘Church nurtured Music in its infancy ; but since then, Music has
come to influence Worship, the dividing line being the Renascence and the Reformation.”
We must distinguish between “The Church” and “Worship.” The Church was firmly estab-
lished before Music, as we know it, was orgsnised at all,

By the time that is technically called “modern,” “Music” was developed, the Renascence
was under way, and ‘““The Church” soon to be preoccupied with the Reformation and the
Countet-Refotmation, stood still, in a sensé;-while Music rapidly finding new avenues of
expression, was strong ecnough to dictate as to'its own contribution to “Worship.” These
two points will now be dealt with in order. -

First, because of her divine foundation, the Church in her earliest days began' to subdue
all that pertained to her to the mind of Christ. Beginning in the synagogues and private
houses, then forced underground by persecution, she trained the spirit of her members to
such purpose that when she emerged, after Constantine’s Edict of Milan in 313, all that we
know as ‘“Chtistian culture” was able to permeate the Roman world as fast as its inhabitants
accepted baptism, There had been singing, versifying, building and carving before Christ
(the last three of an extremely high order), -but convinced as to Who God is, that Fle has
become Man and taken his Manhood to heaven t¢ draw them wholly thither, Christians now
i_il;el:ated by the Edict began to sing, versify, build and carve in a way that concretes their

atth, . .
For our purposes we may forget that the party at the Last Supper sang a hymn before
they went out to the Mount of Olives—or rather, we may spare ourselves the worry of trying
to know what their tune was, .That the Church of the synagogues and private houses after-
wards cherished the psalms of David we know, and that the Church of the catacombs dared
not be heard still singing them we can also guess. But later, when the basilicas were built
and the faithful filled them nightly, by the light of mariy lamps and in the presence of the
bishop and presbyters half-circled behind the altar, a chant truly expressive of the ascending
heart’s longing after the Ascended Lord clothed the words of the psalter on which their
voices fose to echo round the darkened spaces, By night and by day the psalms were
sung ; and not only in the great churches, for the civilising effects of Christ’s religion, and
the joy coming with it, caused men to sing at theit work as well, .

Moreover, these civilising effects told on the whole.of life, for before long the Church
made herself responsible for generally educating all her children. In fact, all the progress
made by the people of the Roman Empire'in the art of living was'due to the Church’s teaching
in every department. Throughout the Middle Ages this was the ‘Christian Culture’ referred
to above. In the department of music, boys who could sing were taken into monasteries
and given further training, and from this it may not be too fantastic to figuré to ourselves
a sort of m-vicious citcle: because thete wete boys available, new music could be composed
_for the Offices and the Liturgy : because there.grew up a complete body of music for all the
Services, young singers could count it a privilege to be chosen to perform it. ‘These good
things were established before the barbarian invaders of the 5th century threatened to un-
balance them for a time, yet not so much but that Gregory the ‘Great at the end of the sixth
century was able to codify all the church music.that was known to exist.

n .:‘!‘- sy o~
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The Church did certainly not ‘invent’ Music ; she took what she found. All music is
composed in ‘séales’ or seties of sounds, The Greeks of the centuries before Christ had very
complicated scales, but by the first century B.C,, at latest, these had been very much simplified®,
and in their simpler forms had influenced Jewish musie, for the Jews ‘dispersed’ from Palestine
amongst the Greeks in Asia Minot, adopted a good deal of Greek culture. The Romans
likewise accepted the simpler Greek ‘Modes’ (as the scales were called) so that all the musical
background of the Christiann Church can be said to be of Greek origin. If, therefore, the
Church drew any music from the synagogues or Temple, it would be Greek in character,
Rome, however, became the centre of the Western Church after the earliest centuries, and
if the Romans sang at all, they would sing ‘in the Modes.’

It remains, then, that the Church; taking a very little actual lturgical music from the
Jews, received her main musical vocabulary from Roman-Ttalian popular song. In this vein
all the vast amount of Christian liturgical music was subsequently composed, new * Propers,’
new ' Ordinaries,’ new Antiphons being added until the 11th century ; and it would be safe
to say that the church musicians composed the only music that was * composed.’

So did the church nurture that Art, and continue to do so 4 long as she remained supreme ;
to that extent, therefore, she can be said to have ‘influenced’ it, ‘This does not mean that she
refused to allow it to develop, for by the end of the 11th century Commterpoint had begun.
Cosnterpoint is the method whereby a second melody is made to fit an existing onc when sung
at the same time with it, the combined effect of the two melodies being  Farmony.” This was a
real innovation which, after many growing pains, resulted in the composition of magnificent
works where as many as eight contrapuntal *parts’ made a blaze of harmony together,

By the 16th century, however, the old Modes had become obsolete and the Propers,
Ordinaries and Antiphons were mostly sung in these new versions by choirs in parts. At the
same time the Renascence had also begun to take effect, In the realm of music this showed
itself at first not so much in a change of sounds as in an extension of material. While the
Church was unassailed from without, musicians were happy enough to compose chiefly
for Mass and Vespers, but after men’s revived interest in the glories of the pagan era, composers
sought inspiration from secular themes, and where they had indeed during the later Middle
Ages written love-songs and dances, at the beginning of the 17th ccntm;y they hegan to
dramatise classical legends as well. The story of Orpheus and Burydice, for example, was
cast in a form which has since heen perfected as Opera,

This was quite a new opening, and with the attack on the Church not only of revived
pagan philosophy, but also of heresy in Switzerland and Germany, she lost her former hold
on Music and the other Arts. She had to look to her own security and concentrate on her
own reform. All artists jubilated in a freedom which it had not occurred to them previously
to seek. Music by its own momentum (already started.one hundred and fifty years previously)
enlarged its vocabulary to such a purpose as sufficed virtually all composers until Debussy
at the end of the 19th century.

Now began that vicious phenomenon “‘the Churches,” and here arises my second point,
The authority of Rome ceased in England and the Baltic countries, and in parts of the Low
Countries, Germany, Switzerland and the old Empite, and she was thrown in upon herself
for the next three centuries, Needing all her intetnal might to recover after the loss of so
many national limbs she passively accepted in her worship whatever the artists of the time
chose to provide. Already caught on the hop, so to speak, by allowing the ancient chant to
be overlaid with contrapuntal devices during the later Middle Ages—sparing the rod, perhaps,
—she was now powerless to restore it to the primitive form which she had inherited from
Gregory. Tt was regarded with contempt by the practitioners of the ‘New. Music’ and
practically banished from the liturgy ; only the music proper to the sacred ministers remained,
togather with the psalm-tones which were, of course, still sung in collegiate and monastic
churches. Although emancipated, music nevertheless was still poured out in the service of
the Church and flowed, at the end of the 18th century, from the pens of no less geninses than
Haydn, Mozast, Beethoven and Schubert, continuing until about 1870 with the sumptuosities
of Berlioz, Liszt and Verdi. These masterpicces influenced the worship of the Church not
least by imposing themselves on the congregation for a couple of houts at a time, requiring
large orchestras and brilliant solo singers.  Of course, such large-scale performances happened
only on certain days and in certain places . . . yet in 1934, at an carly Mass on an ordinary
Sunday morning in summer in the Tyrol, being at first puzzled by the sound of a long-held 4
on the organ, I was astonished to realise that a full-scale orchestra was tuning-up for the
accompaniment thereof. I am sure many readers could tell us that the same important place
is still taken by music on many parts of the Continent. .

*For recorded examples see H.M.V., D.A. 2006 and D.B, 21485(78),




All this later display, needless to say, is part of the outcome of the Romantic Movement,
from which we still inherit. Tt would express, if such things existed, what one might call the
material comforts of heaven—ot in the case of the Berlioz and Verdi Regniems, the material
discomforts of those condemned to ‘go below.”  Catholic-Church music from the 18th century
onwards almed to satisfy the worshippers emotionally and intellectually. They heard Mass
gladly, ml)Jt so much because it was the Mass as because it looked and smelled and sounded
so superb, ]

Nowadays, of course, the Liturgical Movement is focussing attention on the Sacrifice
itself, and the old Plainsong is replacing the Romantic movement because it aims to turn
thoughts to Heaven indeed, but chiefly to the ‘Lamb that is slain.’

The English Church, which while united with Rome produced as wonderful liturgical
music as that in any other country, went on in this strain until the first quarter of the 17th
century when the Reformation under the Puritans was about to reach its most savage pitch.

- The worship of the Lutheran Church in-Germany (where distinct vestiges of Mass and Vespers

remained) was early in the 18th century vigorously touched by the music.of J. §, Bach. But
these are the only instances of the survival of music in ‘the Churches.” . The main music of
the Lutherans was the Chorales, and of the Calvinists the Mefrical Psalms, and these give the
only ‘colout’ to Protestant wotship to this day. Their.influence has been strong, however,
for it can be argued that singing the Chorales and Psalms has kept evangelical faith -alive
where dry preaching might have little effect.

To return to England ; a slight continuity with Catholic worship has never been quite
lost, since the cathedrals all retained their choral foundations, so that, with varying degrees
of efficiency, morning and evening office has been sung with a break of only ten years during
the Protectorate of Cromwell. This is very well, but it is a poor compensation for the suppres-
sion of the Mass, which dates back now miore than four hundred years, A cf{uattcrly
Communion Service for three hundred years is in sad contrast to the thousands of Masses
offered daily, under every east window and $creen, in every city and village.

The last hundred years, truly, has brought the Mass back into every church, and the
example of the cathedrals, never lost, was followed universally inthe introduction of choral
Mattins and Evensong, and, in ‘high’ churches, of Choral Communion, Yet here, the
High Masses of the ‘London, Brighton and South Coast’ churches, from, say 1880 to 1930,
were ever $o slightly like those of Vienna and Salzburg from 1780 to 1830. They made the
high church congregations look forward to the incense of heaven while their chapel brethren,
singing Moody and :Sankey, looked forward to the harps. The Romantic Movement was -
tied up to the Catholic Revival, and the outcome of the union. (strange as it may seem) is

supposed to be :
) Jerusalem,

‘ In England’s green and pleasant land.
T don’t think we can entirely blame Music for the wrong emphasis here, but the thin
spread of the true Catholic spirit in England, symbolised by the thin spread in our churches
of its traditional music, is no more (we hope) than a sign that fortune’s wheel, in Catholic
Christianity, is still only beginning to rise. ,
May I.add an apology—calculated to disarm ctiticism? . In so compressed a survey, wild
tgerieralisations have .been made, with which students of history will easily be .able to find
ault, :

- RELIGIOUS DRAMA

by HaroLp Swinscow,
Direcior of the St. Cross Players

In the ecarly centuries there were very fewbibles and very few people could read. And
so the church began to teach by means of plays performed in churches. These plays wete
incorporated in the service and were called Liturgical Plays.

Different ones were petformed at different seasons of the year. The birth of Christ was
shown at Christmass, the story of the Passion in Lent and later on the old Moralities at Corpus
Christi, with other plays which depicted the story of the Creation, Adam’s Fall and lessons
from the old and new Testament. So ‘religious drama began to take shape, and from it the
theatre as we know it to-day, * S . ‘

The earliest examples can be dated as far back as the ninth century, an important land-
mark for us, as it is often assumed that we had no dramatic record eatlier than 1066, From-
about 966 till the close of the 13th century these religious plays were performed by the monks
and priests in the Abbey Churches as part ofithe service. .

3.8
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About 1300 cne sees a change, for instead of being performed solely in the church itself,
the plays were taken out and played in the churchyard and subsequently in the street corners
and market places. Here we see the beginnings of the town pageants.

In the year 1300 we find the first mention of one of these town pageants being performed
at Chester, and then at Townley and York. When the Litm:gi(:a[J p%avs were taken out of
the church the English Pastornf Play was grafted on to it. Some of these Pastoral plays
came; from the Normans, and gradually the Anglo-Saxon and Norman became merged into
one. A typical example of this is the Coventry Nativity Play, first performed by the people
of Coventty,

After the plays were taken out into the churchyard the clergy still kept a hand on their
production ; but at this time the Town Guilds—the trade unions of that day-—were rising to
a new importance. These guilds took part in the plays and gave them a new character and
new relationship to current life.

-These town guilds were composed of the different artisans in the town, such as Tanners,
Armourers, Barbers, and Carpenters, etc. ; each trade had its Guild and each guild contributed
an episode to the Cycle of the play. It is interesting to note that at this period no woman
ever appeated on the stage, all the parts were played by men and hoys, even the part of Qur
Lady being taken by a youth.

These plays or town pageants grew each year till they became what were called cycles
which, starting at the Creation, gave episodes up to the story of the Resurrection. These
Cycles or Pageants lasted from the early morning of a summer’s day until the torchbearers
were called out at dusk to stund at the foot of the stage. Each incident was depicted in a
different part of the town and so the players moved on from place to place, two heralds going
before them crying out : “Make way for the Pageants, clear the way for the Pageants!”

The word Pageant at first meant the stage on which the play was performed, but later
it came to mean the play itself. The pageant or platform was erected on a large cart, with
dressing accommodation underneath ; you can trace from this a faint survival in the Punch
and Judy Show.

We find that each Guild was responsible for a scene or episode, and in these we hear the
voice of the different trades speaking through the biblical language as in the Yerk Miracle
Play, when God speaks to Noah and tells him to build the Ark. This episode was performed
by the Guild of Shipwrights, And so throughout the plays we find the folklore, customs
and trades of the people merging with the biblical scenes.

The York Pageant Play was in 54 episodes and as usual each guild was responsible for
a scene, this was played about the year 1415, and one sees the order of the pageants of the
play as thus:

Episode 2, by the Plasterers, God the Father in His own substance creating the

earth and all which is therein,

Episode 9, by the Fishmongers, And Mariners, Noah in the Ark with his wife and

three children, and divers animals and fishes.
and so on. ‘Thus you will see the trade reference to each scene.

As the years went by these plays lost their primitive growth and gave way to plays with a
consciously artistic sense of the stage, and so from being entirely religious they lapsed into
being éntirely secular, and from thence to the stage as we see it to-daly.

For a great number of years Religious Drama seemed to completely disappear, but just
before the war and during it and afterwards, there has been a great revival, Martin Brown
and his Pilgrim Players had a lot to do with this, their most important production being
Eliot’s ** Murder in the Cathedral.” Since when have followed man Flays especially written
to be performed in our Cathedrals, such as “Just Vengeance™ at Lichfield and “St. Chad of the
Seven Wells” in the same Cathedral, also Dorothy Sayers® “The Devil to Pay.”” And there are
now several professional companies going about the country performing Religious plays in
village, town and city. Among these one may count The Adelphi Players, The Rock Theatre
and The St. Cross Players. This company 1 founded just before the war, and we have carried
on since then, playing for about six months of the year in four tours, .

It is my own experience with my company that has made me certain that the Stage
and Religious Drama ﬁas a great deal to offer the church in the way of teaching, for it can
bring people to a better understanding of the Gospels and all that they mean.

Some people say to me, “Is teaching by the eye still necessary now that all can read?’
T think it is, People do not absorb what they read so easily as they take in what they see,
and surely a reverently produced and acted play, which depicts and brings to life the characters
of the New Testament, set in the chancel of a church, and brilliantly costumed, should be a
thing of beauty and a help to the minds of those who are not familiar ot at home with the
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services and doctrines of the church. 'One uses the art of the painter, architect, sculptor
and musician; to inspire devotion, why not the actor?

- Of course one knows that Religious Drama must be carefully handled, and the plays’
should be reverent and simple. The dramas of the New Testament are so immense that they
need no embellishments. Some people dislike religious plays written in modern language.
This is a point which I think is immaterial, so long as the modern language is restrained and
diFniﬁed. “The Man Born to be King” by Dorothy Sayets is the supreme example of modern
religious drama. .- .

Now out of this emerges two ways in which religious drama can help the church to spread
Christ’s teaching. First it can and will interest and bring into church people who otherwise
would never enter a place of worship, and by doing this re-awaken interest in things of the
spirit, It will also enable the priest to get in touch with them and talk to them. I have been
told that this has actually happened in many of the patishes we have visited.

Secondly religious drama can teach the children, which surely is of the utmost importance,
for are not these same children of to-day the congregation of the future. We have played
to a great many audiences composed entirely of children, and I must say that they have received
our play with rapt attention. The plays have stimulated the children’s interest and afterwards
they have asked innutmerable questions about the characters and incidents in the play,

Now one may ask how can religious drama be incorporated as a handmaid of the church?
Well, I think that must rest with the chiurch ; the actor cannot force himself thete. We have
many prejudices to overcome, for there is still a feeling of antagonism against religious drama,
not only among the laity but also dmong some of the clergy. I know that this prejudice
has been fostered by inadequately acted and indifferently written plays ; also because in many
cases the preparations are so elaborate that the church is turned upside down for days, both
before and after the performance. A .. :

A great deal of good can be done by well trained amateurs attached to a parish, presenting
" Religious plays in their church or hall, so long s they are produced by someone who knows
his job, and has a knowledge and 2 sense of responsibility as to what he.is about,

This would help to bring young people together and deepen 'their interest in, and devotion
to, the things that matter. ; o )

Finally, if Religious Drama is presented in a spirit of reverence and with a right feeling
as to what it stands for, surely it can help the church enormously. As I have explained, the
Drama was actually born out of the church and now it seems to me-that this child should
stand by its Mother and help her to spread Christ’s Gospel. : .

As the church and stage stood together centuries ago, cannot they stsnd together now?

THE SONG OF THE G.S.S.
(70 the air of “The Cclirhi.r/J Floral Datice")

As I went by our church last night,
1 stopped and sniffed with all my might ;
What it was 1 could not tell,

Into my nose there came a smell -

Of a queer and Popish kind :
Blent with a faint and eerie moan
Of a strange and superstitious drone
(Called, 1 think, a “‘Gregorian tone")
Led by a Cantor not unknown

: : —And I knew then what I should find |
" CHORUS ; ey oo

And there 1 could see- the- cutions sight -

Of the clergy, crucifer+and acolyte,

Copes, Birettas -two by*two, v

Candles, Thutible and Incense too,

Priest arrayed in festal dress

All together in the G.S.S.

Bowing here,: censing there,

-Genuflecting ev’rywheré . ‘

—Such 4 mess, 'you'd never guess—

Hurrah for the Gorgeous G.5.5.1 : ,

Composed by a Priest-associate who desites to remain anonymous. The- result of a

wet Bank Holiday! o " -
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THE STORY OF CHRISTMASS
o

Doucras H. Gmson, P.T.S,, J.P.S.

There are very few people who have not heard of the famous “Penny Black,” the first
stamp issued for universal penny postage, or heard of Sir Rowland Hill (seen on the stamps
of Portygal, 1940 issue), but there are fewer who know that the Christmass Tree was introduced

.into England from Germany by the Prince Consort (seen on the stamps of Newfoundland issued
i 1866), at the suggestion of Queen Victoria, and fewer still who realise that the wonderful
‘story of the Nativity is illustrated in the starip album. .

The story really begins with the Annunciation, when the Archangel Gabriel (seen on
Porsngal 1898) saluted Qur Lady. This salutation is temembered to-day in many churches
. of the world, so let us listen to the Angefus.bell ringing from the little church (Liechtensicin

1937/38) and pray “Hail Mary, full of grace.” Mary then went into the hill country (S.
* Helena 4d. 1934) and visited her cousin Elizabeth. As scon as.the salutation was over Mary
said the Magnificar, “My soul doth magnify (Monace, Child at prayer, 1946) the Lord . . . for
He has regarded the lowliness (Bulgaria Type 68, 1921/23) of His handmaiden . . . for He that
is mighty hath magnified me and holy is His name. And His mercy is on- them ‘that fear
him throughout all generations, (5, Helena 144., 1934) , . . He hath filled the hungry with
good things (Isaly, 1923, Christ preaching to the peaple).

‘ : G . ' Mary then went home to her house in Bethlehem on
the shore of Laké Galilee (bigh values of Palestine, 1927/44).
. Let us now visit Zacharias, who was a pricst in the
Temple. It was the time of incense, and he was on duty
when Gabriel the Archangel told him that he was to have
a son, but he and his wife being so old, he doubted the
atchangel’s word, and was made dumb (Holfand 14¢., 1931,
a durtb boy) till the child should be born, Time passed
and the day came for the naming of the child, and Zacharias
wrote the name John on a tablet, to the amazement of all,
when immediately his tongue was loosed and he prophesied
“Blessed be the Lord God of Isracl for He hath visited
and redeemed His people (Bragi/ 1934, Christ of My
. .Coreovada) . . to give light to them that sit in. darkness
(Finland, 1942, si1 ray on the Bible) and in the shadow of death (death of S. Francis, Italy, 1926)
and to guide our feet into the way of peace”™ (New Zealand Lighthouses Inswrance stamps). 'This
child of course was John the Baptist, and we are told that he grew and waxed strong, and
was in the deserts till his ministry ‘began (New Zealand -Health issue, 1937).

Now Caesar. Augustus, or to give him his full name, Caius Julius Caesar Octavianus
Augustus (Haly, 1937, T €79) was about 60 years old, having been born B.C. 63, and at the
age of 32 the first Roman Emperor to become undisputed master of the world, decided

.that the world should be taxed and in a decree (2¢ Guatemala, 1945, T. 1184) said that each
person should go to his own city to be taxed. Accordingly Our Lady and 8. Joseph travelled

- from Nazareth to Bethlehem (Isaly 25¢, 1937, C236), a matter of about,70 miles distance, a
long and tiring journey.. S : . ' -
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Our Lady was cx]la‘ecting Jesus to be bom, and there was no room at the inn, so the holy
couple had to make the best of an uncomfortable situation and go to what we read of as a
stable ; the courtyard of the inn or &ban, where all the animals were kept while the owners
slept in the surrounding buildings. An excellent view of a £lan is seen on the 18 piasire of
Cypraus, 193438, and this was where Christ the Saviour of the World was born,  We see the
Holy Babe in the arms of His Mother as a Greek ikon on the 200 plus 100 drachma 1943 issue of
Greece.

Let us now imagine it is Christmass Eve, 1954, and we are on our way to make our
communion at the Midnight Mass, Perhaps we cast an eye skywards and notice that Pegasus
(Ursgnay Air stamps, 1929) is low in the Western sky, and we wonder how the sky looked in
those far off years of the Nativity, so let time halt and we shall see that except for the difference
of hours it will be the same sky. We shall see the sheep in the field (Falkland Islands 244.,
1938) ; the shepherds will perhaps be gazing at the same sky as we have seen.  Pegasus, of
course, will not be so low in the sky, when suddenly the angel (Greece T41 80 Lepton, 1917)
of the Lord aﬁpeared, followed by the whole angelic choir (Hungary 1943, 4 filler Christmass
issug). The shepherds were frightened but the angel calmed them with the news of the birth
of the Saviour in Bethlehem, and that there they would find the Babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes {Italy 1937, child welfare 75c). So with joy in their hearts they went to find the Holy
Babe, and the Hungary set of 1943 20 filler shows them worshipping the King.

So we leave the sheﬁherds and visit the Wise Men in Persia ( Brazif 1940 charity set, 100 plus
100 resis). There were three of them ; Melchior, the king of light, who brought gold ; Caspar,
the white king with frankincense, and Balthaza, the Lord of Tresors, the black king who gave
myrrh, and during their 700 mile journey they carried their gifts and followed the star ( Holland
child welfare sef, 1933) and we sec them presenting their gifts on the same Hemgary set (valus
30 filler) mentioned above. It is a beaatiful thought that their gifts are said to represent
the “first-fruits of the wealth and wisdom of the Gentiles,”

Let us leave the east, turn west, and let time march on. We are nearly at the church
and we wonder how we should fee! if we had actually been through the wonderful experiences
of the Shepherds and the Wise Men. But let me show the visicn of Saint Anthony, seen on
the 2% reis issue of Portugal, 1895, commemorating the 700th anniversary of his birth. 'This
stamp has a latin prayer on the back, which may be translated ‘O, blessed tongue, which has
always blessed the Lord and taught others to bless Him ; now more than ever see how great is
your metit with God.”

If ‘only we could have seen the vision he saw, if
we could have welcomed the Christ-Child, have taken
Him to ourselves! But as we worship at Mass we
sce the wonder of it all, and we do see Him (Vatican,
1942-4-5, Prisoner of war charity); we do welcome
Him, and we take Him unto ourselves a3 we humbly
kneel before His altar. So let mortal flesh keep
silence. (New Zealand Peacs isiue 9d., which shows
an altar, the revedos of which is plate glass and gives a view
of the Southern Alps and Frans Josef Glacier, a traly
natural reredps.)

(Blocks kindly loaned by the Editor of ‘*Stamp Colleeting ™)

NEWS FROM AMERICA

by Tre Rev., Harry S. Rurk
Direetor-General of the Order of S. Vincent

Last February at the Annual Council Meeting in New York City the Council approved
the division of the Order into the Order of Saint Vincent for Acolytes {with admission age at
fourteen) and the Guild of Saint Peter and Saint Paul for servers.

Tt is felt that this decision will help to keep the Order in step and go forward in the stron
liturgical movement that has developed in the American Church. We will now intcnsifg
the Rules for members of the Order and compile a special manual for the Guild.

One must bear in mind that O,8,V, has recognised the various emphasis within the
American Church, but it has never compromised its stand, and the fact that nearly 35,000
copies of *“ The Servers’ Guide " for the Mass have sold—genermlly—proves acceptance of
its principles. We have the respect of bishops and priests generally because we have adhered
to our rule that “The server must serve in strict accord with the wishes of the priest,”
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“land mote than once, and 1 have wandered on foot almost all over the Isles.

Out sefious problem is finding a layman to be Secretary-General. We cannot.” For
years 1 did all the work, and now a priest—in his forties—almost totally deaf—is acting
secretary-general, with the main office at Washington D.C. in the undercroft of a parish
church, It is most unsatisfactory and the real answer would be for all catholic groups with
the American Church Union to find a place to house all affiliated societies together—but

-financially this is impossible.

We are in the printing business and sell thousands of tracts almost at cost, and that form
of propaganda is effective, especially in small isolated missions and parishes—and getting the
printings into the hands of the young laity pays good dividends. .

““The Server” played an important part in the case of a young priest:in U.S.A. under
discipline by his bishop because he introduced Reservation. An article provided the young
briest with some dynamite which exploded in the bishop’s hands—and incidentally—resulted
in the bishop making a special canonical study of the whole matter—and he has changed—
favourably. .

If T were to answer the question—WHAT Do YOU THINK 18 MOST NEEDED TO-DAY WITHIN

THE CHURCH TOUCHING THE LAITY? I would answer . . . not in this parish . . . not in a few

... but in many . . . the clergy . . . at the same time . ., as local conditions permit . . .
frankly telling or suggesting How To Live tHe Churc from day to day and week to week
... and then help the laity contact what the Church has to offer. ‘T am Rector of one of the
oldest and consistently daily practicing Catholic parishes in the U.S.A. The church is only
four blocks East of a typical English “setting church and graveyard” founded here in 1709—
and a hundred yeats ago the Bishop founded this parish (while he was rector of the othet)
to be. what it is—and it has been a leader—and wonderfully blessed. This parish is the
First in the U.S.A.—except the Greek-Orthodox, te have the MipNiguT CEREMONTES at
Easter, I think this is our sixth year. Now all over the U.5.A. parishes are experimenting
and for the third year certain Roman parishes with strict permission from Roman bishons
are experimenting. : .

I am of the opinion that we of the American Church know more about what is going
on in the British Isles than the average Briton knows about the church of the U.S.A.—and
generally . . . I receive—and have for years—weekly—the London CrurcH TiMEes and 1
know that the Bishop who lives here—and two other priests—also receive it weekly . . . and
1 receive at least four other weekly publications from England . . . oddly even the TATLER
« . . and I am not of English stock—nor have T any English blood . . . but T have been to Eng-

Be assured that we feel the bond with the G.8.5. I especially remember you all at Mass
on Thursdays every week—and at other times, . . :

AMERICAN CATHOLIC WITN ESS

by Tue Revp. F. Rmey . . .
General Secretary of the Church Union

i

The first International Catholic Congress to be held in America was held in Chicago
on August 1st—3rd. The Chicago Stadium is a huge building, a cross between the Albert
Hall and Earls Court ; it is the scene on occasion of the conventions of the Republican and
Democratic parties for the choice of presidential candidates. For the Congress, there was a
large altar erected on the platform at one end, and a wide processional way was left through
the seats in the arena. Catholic societies 'had their stalls in the galleries round the main
hall, , :

‘The Congress began with Solemn Evensong in the Stadium, at the close of which the
Bishop of Chicago welcomed to his diocese those who were taking part. The opening address
on *“The Meaning of Re-union ” was then otiginally to have been delivered by the Bishop of
Oxford ; on account of his death the Secretary of the (English) Church Union spoke in his

lace. '
P On the Monday motning, there were High Masses in a number of churches in the city.
At the Church of the Ascensioti the Mass was according to the Japanese site, one of the most
satisfactory liturgies of the Anglican Communion. ' The ministers were all Japanese, with a

- Japanese bishop presiding: the congregation was partly Japanese and partly American,

‘At the same time there were Masses for religious, for the C.B.S, and a Solemn Requicnj

organised by the Guild of All Souls. = 4,iv - :
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During the day, papers were read at the sessions on the subjects summed up in the Lam-
beth Quadrilateral. They are to be published later, in book form, Speeches were also made
on behalf of Old Cathotlics anct the Polish National Catholic Chuech, as well as by the Bishop
of London on Anglicanism. :

At the evening session, greetings were given to missionary bishops, the greatest welcome

of all being given to Bishop Cooper, the Bishop in Korea. The children of Chicago patishes
subslcqucntly produced a pageant of the Sacraments in action in different countries of the
world, ’
The Congress ended on the Tuesday morning with a Solemn Mass in the Stadium.
Before it a long procession of servers, religious, priests and bishops made its way to the
altar, Finally there came the Frocession ot’g the celebrant (the Bishop of Long Island) and
the diocesan bishop (Dr. Bunill) who presided from a throne. The deacon of the Mass was
Japanese, and the subdeacon a Negro ; a fact which was eloquent of the implications of the
word ‘* Catholic.”

Chicago weather can be very hot indeed, and was so for the Congress. Perhaps it was
not unsuitable as a symbol of the warmth of enthusiasm generated by the Congress.

The Congress itself was preceded by a conference at Racine, Wisconsin, in connection
with the International League of Faith and Order. This organisation, supported in England
by the Church Union, secks to encourage all those who are maintaining Catholic principles
in the Church, or working for the restoration of Catholic faith and or
been lost, At Racine, delegates came from Holland, Switzerland and Germany, as well as
from the Anglican and Eastern Orthodox communities. The conference included some who
were later to be at the World Counncil of Churches at Evanston, and provided a useful meeting-
place for mutual encouragement and advice for such delegates.

The present writer was not present at the Anglican Congress at Minniapolis, which fol-
lowed the Chicago gathering, nor at the World Council of Churches which met subsequently.
Catholics who did go on to these gatherings went with the knowledge that the Catholic Move-
ment in the States and elsewhere was very much alive, and that Catholic scholarship did not
need to fear comparison with that of people of any other outlook or belief.

MINNEAPOLIS AND EVANSTON

by The Revd. H. M. Wapnams

It is a pity that most Christian international conferences think it necessary to issue a
“ message.” It misleads peoi:)le into thinking that the message is the primary objective of
the conference, and they are thus encouraged to look for the wrong things. Tt is also a sad
fact that conference messages are very rarely of sufficient merit to inspire men’s minds, mainly
because they are composed by a huge assembly, the worst possible way of composing
documents.

At Minneapolis in August 2 world-wide Anglican Congress was held. Each diocese
of the Anglican Communion was invited to send a bishop, a priest and a Jayman to attend
it, and over 600 were entertained in princely fashion by the Protestant Episcopal Church of
the U.S.A., as the American Anglican Church is officially designated. The main object of
the Congress was to increase the feeling of unity among Anglicans from all over the world,
and to extend it beyond the Bishops who meet at Lambeth Conferences every ten years.

"This aim was triumphantly achieved, and the atmosphere of the Congress earned universal
praise, A number of striking specches were made by the main speakers, who all stressed
the vocation of the Anglican Communion in holding together in one coherent whole a
number of differing points of view. There was general agreement that the “Protestant/
Catholic tension,” as it was often called, could be and ought to be a creative and healthy
element in a Church which aspired to Christian wholeness.

Many of those who wetre at Minneapolis went away with a renewed conviction that the
Anglican tradition has a distinctive contribution to make to Christendom and to the ecumenical
movement.

At Evanston the World Council of Churches held its second world assembly immediately
after the Minneapolis Congress ; many Anglicans went from one conference to the other.

Six hundred delegates and 1,000 others from all over the world had gathered for the
assembly, including many Orthodox from Greece and the Near East and members of other
ancient Eastern Churches,

“Christ the hope of the world” was the hanner under which this assembly met, and in
its deliberations it examined the meaning of this affirmation in relation to practical situations
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such'as inter-racial tension and international affairs, the witness of the laity and the problems
of a just society. The main teports are available from the British Council of Churches :
Evanston speaks (2/6). .

This world assembly was a necessary stage on the road of the World Council of Churches,
on which many Christians are travelling together in growing understanding arid practical
co-operation. This expression of a new realisation of Christian solidarity is one of the
decisive features of out generation, There is a Jong way to go before reunion is reached, but
the activities of the World Council of Churches are contributing towards that greater under-
standing of one another which is an essential preliminary to closer Church relations.

Evanston by jtself is not greatly important : it will detive its importance from the action
which is taken among small groups of Christians in parishes to study its findings and Eer-"
petuate jts spirit. If this is widely done it will have been 2 thotoughly successful assembly.

~ BOOK REVIEW . - . _
MARY'’S SHRINE OF THE HOLY HOUSE, WALSINGHAM. A. Hope PATTEN, C.8.4,

(obtainable from The Shrine Office, Walsingham, Norfolk, 7/6d. Paper Covers.)

Father Hope Patten describes, very modestly, this book as a “little book of illustrations’
but it is far more than that. It gives a valuable record of the early days of the restored Shrine
of Our Lady of Walsingham, and traces all. the developments throughout the thirty years
since the restoration. To those who remember the shrine when it was in the parish church
it will serve as a souvenir of those quiet early days, and thosé who have come to know and
love Walsingham of mote recent years will be glad to have this complete history. The
illustrations, over sixty of them, are excellent, well-chosen and clearly reproduced. There
is a good photograph of the Guild’s own chapel, that of 8. Columba and the Celtic saints,

-. inside the Pilgrimage Church. This book should be much in-demand for Christmass presents,
. . - BPE

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

N CHRISTIAN' MORALS
1L : . '

bl .
The atticle by Mr. Lawrence Turner, M.P., in September deserves the closest attention
of all Catholics, especially where he speaks of marriage discipline, :

Church leaders in this country may very well attempt to promote some compromise on
the matter . And Catholics will need to be alert. There may well be the suggestion made
that those “who are coupled together otherwise than God’s Law doth allow” shall be accepted
a3 communicants, etc, Ther¢ may be provision made for “a religious service” to follow
“*a civil marriage” of those who have been through the divorce courts—for those thousands
of whom it hasbeen said, that they prefer a “‘spiritual marriage” and not merely “a secular
matrriage,” . .

In 1928, and at many other times, Catholics have, been called upon to defend the Faith,
—and have met with some measure of sucéess. Now they must defend Christian Morals,
We must have some properly constituted methods for declaring null and void those
“matriages™ which never were real. And then we must call others, who are in a matrimonial
tangle, to a sure trust in God’s Mercy, But we must be on our guard lest we are deceived by
suggestions for compromise. . ‘

It would be good if all Catholic societies in the Church of England would make known
their full support for the line which the Mothers’ Union has so well taken in this matter,
Any lowering of these standards may very well bring about the breaking-point for those who, -
at great cost, are, by the grace of God, managing to be faithful to their vows. And then
compromise will have actually increased the evil of divorce. ; :

Yours faithfully, - =

' FRANK HARWOOD,
' Rector of Radwinier,

- \
'
e L.

September, 1954, © ' *
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S. CHARLES, KING AND MARTYR
! by W. H. MorLey ’

The memory of S, Charles, King and Martyr, is cherished with gratitude and devotion
by many loyal sons of Holy Church. For over 200 years January 30th was ordered to be
kept with special solemnity in commemoration of that stedfastness which led to his death.

The form of prayer for use on that day was issued by the authority of both Convocations,
annexed to the Prayer Book with the authority of the Crown and sanctioned by Parliament,
That sanction was, however, repealed by the Kalendar Act of March 25th, 1859, together
with the special forms of prayer for use on May 29th and November 5th, and the Calendar
itself was amended accordingly. These are the facts, and a popular belief that the omissions
were made by the printers alone, or at least by the instructions of Queen Victoria, is incorrect,

Attempts to restore his name to the Calendar have so far been unsuccessful though on
more than one occasion the Lower House of Convocation of Canterbury has voted in favour,
but the sanction of the Upper House could not be obtained. Many new names were added
to the Calendar of the 1928 Prayer Book but King Charles was not among them. His name is
included in the Scottish Calendar, due possibly to ‘the fact that he was -of Scotch lineage.
Churches wete dedicated in his honour at Peak Forest, Newton, Shropshire, Falmouth and
Plymouth between the years 1662 and 1664,  Some years later a fifth church was so dedicated
at Tunbridge Wells which place owed much to the Stuart family and to Queen Henrietta in

articular, who took its famous waters. In recent years churches have been dedicated in his
onour at South Mimms in Middlesex, Oxford and possibly other places.

These churches have remained through the years, silent witnesses to the truth that what-
ever his fanlts, Charles went to his death on that Japuary morning in 1649 rather than betray
the Church of England. No impartial historian will deny that he could have saved both his
life and his crown if he had thrown over the Church. Thete had been long and weary
negotiations between the King and a Parliament largely controlled by Scotch Presbyterians
who were bent on destroying Episcopacy. Charles, though willing to grant toleration, was
resolute in his determination to preserve the Apostolic Order. ““Let my condition be never
so low,” he said, ‘I resolve by the Grace of God never to yield up this Church to the govern-
ment of Papists, Presbyterians or Independents. How can we expect God’s blessing if we
relinquish His Church.”

For two months whilst in prison he continued his arduous argument on political and
religious affairs and could at any moment have regained his liberty and kingdom by sacrificing
the Chutch. Those who honour his memory are not concerned to minimise his fanlts, many
of which were due to the fact that he was tolerant in an age of intolerance.  Some unpopularity
. was caused by his refusal to enforce those penal laws against Roman Catholics which had caused
so much bloodshed, That he was no Papist is clear from his reply he sent to his Queen :
“T assure you that the change to Presbyterianism would be no less and worse than if Popery
wete brought in.” - )

His principal mistzkes were his atternpt to force the English liturgy on Scotland, his
arrest of the five members of the Commons, and his consent to Strafford’s execution : this
latter was the greatest blot on his life even if he did think that the lives of the Queen and
his children were in danger ; and which he afterwards repented in bitter contrition. His
dream of uniting the Anglican, Roman and Presbyterian churches into one whole, saying that
it was symbolising with the triune nature of the:Deity, was probably not so fantastic at that
time as it seems to-day. The break betweensRome and, England was not of comparatively
long standing and in some respects possibly less bitter than to-day, and with good will on both
sides something might have been accomplished, but with the martyrdom of Atchbishop Laud
such hopes ceased. That such efforts at reunion were made is knowa.

Never did Charles bear himself with more kingly dignity than at his trial—unless it were
on the scaffold. Three times he was brought before a court which even an unfriendly his-
torian like Macaulay had to admit was revolutionary ; and with unwavering persistence Charles
tefused to recognise fits authority and his refusal had been considered perfectly justified by
eminent historizns and lawyers, Only 60 member of the Commons voted for the setting-up
of the Court, the remainder being debatred by troops from entering the House, and likewise
the House of Lords was closed on account of their known sympathy with Charles, No
European monarch came to his aid, even though such intervention would have been useless,
but it would have at least brought comfort to the King, T
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Professor Ramsay Muir has stated that the King’s death was a negation of law, and, resting
on mere force, was a denial of liberty which rests on law. In his darkest hour Charles shared
something of the loneliness of his Divine Master, and he also forgave his enemies, and his last
thoughts were of his pecople, Royalty was sanctified on that day, and the restoration of Church
and King was as inevitable as the axe which fell on the Martyt’s neck.

From that moment he was by popular acclamation proclaimed a saint and martyr ; and
crowds surged to the scaffold to oEtain blood-stained relics for which afterwards miracle-
working properties were claimed. In 1661 the Church of England placed his name in the
Calendar wid[]J a Mass proper of his day in which he is described as a saint and martyr. The
Society of King Charles ‘the Martyr publishes a hymn sheet from which the following is

taken :—
“For land’s Chureh, for England’s realm,
(Once thine in earthly sway)
Lest thorms our ark thowld overwbele:
Saint Charles for England pray.”

OLD CATHOLICS IN THE NETHERLANDS TODAY

by C.H.

Pollowing the interesting article which appeared recently in The Server on “Saint Willibrord
and the Old Catholics,” readers may care to have the impressions of 2 Guild member of the
position of Old Catholics in Holland to-day.

The 16th century Protestant Reformation in the Netherlands is well known for its severity
and extreme nature. The Dutch Reformed Church maintains this tradition of Puritanism
to this day, and consequently all the old churches of Holland (they passed into Protestant
hands in the 16th century) present a very different aspect from the old churches in this country,
where Catholic essentials were preserved. A typical large Dutch church, dating from the
Middle Ages and built for Catholic worship, will be a bare, lofty, cruciform building of brick,
with many large plain windows, a wooden vault and an apsidal cast end. Often the old choir
screen of wood will still be in place, but the site of the high altar and choir is generally empty,
ag are all the side aisles and any side chapels. The original nave will have & large pulpit, with
an even larger tester over it, against one of the side pillats, and beneath this, justin tront, is a
small and insignificant bare table, with perhaps a carafe of water on it. Pews ate arranged in
three directions round the pulpit, and that is all. There is no altar ; decoration is confined to
the pulpit tester, which is often a miniature castle of gables and turrets and domes, and to the
large organ which is generally to be found against the west wall, The church will be kept
shut except for the two Sunday services, but if of architectural interest, may be viewed at a
charge, by entering through the sexton’s house which is generally built against the outer wall
of the church.

On the other hand, all the Roman Catholic churches are new, the older dating from the
19th century, but more often of faitly recent date. These are always crowded at service times,
and there is a large and important Roman Catholic community in the Netherlands, whick
bids fair to rival the Reformed Religion in point of numbers ; a fgtow’th which is not so very
surprising in view of the rigours of Dutch Protestantism. Of churches which ‘the writer
visited, one was a lafge modem town church with a very large span and small side aisles.
There was no structural choir and the altar was of modernistic design, equipped with a micro-
phone through which the celebrant’s voice sounded strangely in the building, which on Suaday
was packed with standing-room only at 11.30. The other was a small country church which a
year before had been a barn,  Simply but tastefully furnished, there was a small-west gallery.
Three masses were said on Sunday, but none sung ; the last was at 10.40 and a sermon was
preached for the congregation which filled the church to capacity. ’

Whete do the Old Catholics fit into this picture? They have communities in Germany,
Switzetland and Holland, and, as shown in the article recently published in The Server, consist
mostly of Catholics who seceded from the Roman obedience after the pronouncement of
Papal Infallibility. They joined with an older Dutch group which had been * disinherited ’
by Rome at an earlier date.  Old Catholics are in full communion with Anglicans, their Orders
ate recognised as valid even by the Roman authorities, and Old Catholic bishops on occasions
participate in Anglican ordinations. Their liturgy, which varies from countty to country,
fs in the vernacular, and follows the general western pattern in the main,
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~ Although Anglicans and Old Catholics ate at one in being. both Catholic and non-Roman,
their positions in their respective countries .clearly differ very greatly, for the Church of
England is established and includes the majotity, while Old Catholics in Holland are a very
small minority, the Dutch ‘Establishment’ being more of the ecclesiastical colour of protestant
non-conformity in England. In addition to this, the great unpopularity (among Roman
Catholics) of the Catholic claims made by Anglicans reaches even greater intensity in the case
of Old Catholics in Holland, since the Old Catholics are numerically few, and the validity of
their Orders is strong enough even to satisfy Roman Catholic demands. Consequently, the
relations of Old and Roman Catholics may, unfortunately, not always be as close to apostolic
charity as could be wished. On the whole, it is with the Dutch Reformed protestants from
" whose position they differ entirely, that Old Catholics are able to enjoy friendlier relations.; a
circumstance which gives tise to erroneous Roman Catholic allegations that Old Catholics
hold the same doctrinal position as the protestants. The manifest untruth of this does not
stop the charge being repeated.

Most large Dutch towns have an Old Catholic Church, but nowhere are there very many :
in Amsterdam, a city of nearly one million inhabitants, there are two Old Catholic congrega-
tions. The affairs of the whole Dutch province are regulated carefully by Synod, and the
latitude which prevails in England in sucﬁ matters as the ordering of services, is not apparent
among the Dutch Old Catholics. ’ o L

The difference of language is not a serious bar to the following of the Dutch liturgy, since
it cortcsgonds closely to the pattern common to most of western Christianity. For Anglicans,
the chief difference is in the Canon, which has not suffered the changes with which we are
familiar in the Book of Common Prayer. ‘The ‘Communion Devotions’ are, of course, absent.
The Propers have been discarded (although this is not. always the case with Getman and
Swiss Old Catholics). At the beginning of the Liturgy comes the Preparation, familiar to all
servers ; this is said aloud by celebrant and people, but is preceded by a hymn which everyone
sings vigorously and is apparently an unchanging part of the service. '

At the church where the writer was present there was a good choir, not large in numbers,
but able to give a far better account of itself than many English parish choirs. Those parts
where the congregation joins in were all sung with vigour. There was only one hymn (in
the usual sense of the word) and that was at the Offertory,

After the Preparation comes the usual sequence of Kyries, Gloria, Collects, Epistle and
Gospel. One of the most striking differences betiween Dutch and English worship is that in
Holland one sits for so much more of the service. Tt gives the sttanger a most peculiar feelinF
to sit continuously throughout the Kyries, Gloria, Collects and Epistle, right until the Gospel.
This practice seems to be followed by the Roman Catholics also,

I stand for the Creed. A collection is taken in small bags at the end of long poles. At
the Offertory many of the priest’s ‘private’ prayers are said out loud. At the Preface and
Sanctus the underlying unity and catholicity of the Liturgy is emphasised because the familiar
Plainsong is used, albeit that the Dutch way of singing it may differ slightly from our own, -
All the priest’s sung parts, even the prayer recitatives, are accompanied on the organ (in the
same way as the Creed sometimes is in England at the Offices), thus producing harmonic
effects unfamiliar to our ears,

The church: itself was a modern building, rectangular, with. a flat ceiling, plain oblong
windows and a west gallery containing organ and choir. Against the east Walrwas a large
carved and coloured reredos with. pillars and pediment in rococco style, flanked by large
statues of S8, Peter and Paul, which makes the altar the focus of attention. There was a
communion rail, and at one end of it against the side wall was a pulpit with a tester, finely
carved in olive-brown wood. No bell is rung at the Consecration, Eut soon the rail was lined
with a number of communicants. The Sacrament is administered by intinetion.

On both the Sundays that I was there, there' was.a Sung Mass ; the first was with incense,
the next without. At both-a sermon was preached, and the style of preaching was noticeably
more dramatic than is generally the case in England.

My first Sunday was a particularly happy occasion, for it-was in the octave of the celebra-
tions of Saint Boniface’s martyrdom at Dokkum in 754, and a special hymn was sung in his
honour. The honour paid by the fpresent-day Dutch. to the eight-century Englishman
Boniface, who so long ago gave his life for their ancestors’ conversion, was a joyful reminder
of the unity through time as well as space of all who participate in the mystical Body of Christ.
While it also serves as a reminder of the evil divisions of Christendom, let it also serve to remind
ug of our communion with the Old Catholics who, through much suffering, have remained
31]: su;ccssors of the historic Dutch épiscopate, and like ourselves, a. part of the Holy Catholic

ufchn. b ’ ;. )
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BROTHER JOHN’S JOTTINGS

Interest in our Old Catholic brethren in Holland and elsewhere seems to be growing
among readers. Although full and complete inter-communion now exists between Old
Catholics and Anglicans, it may be as well to warn intending visitors to the Continent that
those who wish to communicate in Dutch Old Cathelic churches ate required to have a letter
of commendation signed by their diocesan bishop, At least, that was the rule hefore the
war, and it is presumably still in force. If possible, the commendation should be shown to
the local priest the day before it is intended to receive Communion. 1 received Holy Com-
munion in S, Gertrude’s Cathedral, Utrecht, one Trinity Sunday before the war, and have
grateful memories of the then priest-in-charge, who is now Mgr. Lagerwey, bishop of
Deventer.

Recently a church newspapet reported that the server at the Sunday Low Mass at a London
church wore a plain black gown, similar to the type worn by vergers. The day after that
item appeared 1 was passing a famous Roman Catholic place of pilgrimage. A service had
just ended, and a group of servers were being photographed outside. They all wore very
full and very long surplices, and the crucifer wore a green tunicle over an apparelled alb,
They rather looked as if they had strayed from one of our cathedrals,

The newspapers have told us that the rectory at Burnham Thorpe, in Norfolk, has been
sold, and some of them referred to the house as ‘‘Nelson’s birthplace.,” This is not so. The
old house where Nelson’s father was rector was pulled down by his successor, who built the
present beautiful Georgian rectory. 1 was, in the house shortly after the sale took place,
and was told how Parson Everard, its builder, would be driven the mile to church each
Sunday, fully robed, in his own carriage, with a footman and coachman on the box. On
arrival' at the church, he would make a stately entrance from the west end, preceded by the
footman carrying his prayer book on a velvet cushion. The standing congregation bowed
or curtsied as he passed. Now, the parish priest will live in a small modern rectory, next to
his chutch and in the midst of his people.

.

Before Christmass 1950, an art competition was held in a South London school, Children
were asked to submit Christmass drawings, and the senior art master came to judge them.
He awarded prizes and marks for those who had drawn plum-puddings, holly, and turkeys.
A few children had attempted pictures of the Crib. These he dismissed as not suitable for

rizes, because they treated of a legend which had little connection with Christmass as we know
it today.

0" . I

To combat this insidious propaganda, the Christmass poster campaign was started.
Although five Roman Catholic laymen started the scheme, it appeals to all Christians for
support. Large posters of the Nativity scene are exhibited on hoarding throughout the
country. ‘These are put up by the bill-posting industry free of charge, but, of course, they
cost money to produce, Two smaller posters (double-crown and 10in, by 15in.) are available
free for exhibition on notice-boards, in windows, etc., to all who send for a book of Christmas
stamps, costing 2/6d. The address is The"Christmas Poster Campaign, 19, Charing Cross
Road, London, W.C.2. They appeal for 40,000 Christians to send 2/6d. for a book of Christ-
mass stamps and a free poster. This is something we can all assist in, and we should aim at
exhibiting at least one poster in every parish.

Allied to the poster campaign is the movement, in which Anglicans and Roman Catholics
both take part, for showing Cribs, illuminated if possible, in the open-air, in church porches,
kiosks or windows, during Advent, to combat the creeping 1pag:mism of our times and to
help restore Christmass to Christ. I hope no purists will cavil at the display of cribs during
Advent, especially when they meditate on the remark of one woman, “Look, dear, they are
trying to bring religion into Christmass now.”
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KOREA
by MarcoLm W. BROTHERS

A previous article has dealt with the physical characteristics of Korea and its people, so
I will try and build a picture of its customs and religion. ° .

At much the same time as Christianity came to England, Buddhism was introduced into
Korea from India and by way of China. "It remained a potent force for nearly a thousand
years .and there are still Buddhist temples standing, although they are little used, if at all.
‘Buddhism died out almost as suddenly as it arrived, and the closer influence of China prevailed.

Today most Koreans abide by the ethics of Confucius.  These lay down a code of manners
for the various relationships. These are father and son, King and subject, husband and
wife, host and guest, teacher and pupil, master and servant.  Of these the first is the strongest
and most important. Korea is no exception’to the Eastern custom of the male being pre-
eminent. The wife’s main duty is to produce a son in order that he may inherit his fathers
goods and catry on his name, A daughter is not valued highly except as a domestic help to
her mother from the age of ten onwards, if not before. A husband is permitted quite legally
to takea second wife if his first does not produce a son. . .

Although he is such an important person in his father’s eyes, the eldest son is always
treated rather severely by him. 1n spite of this it would be unthinkable for a son to criticise
his father in any way. An eldest son receives many privileges and is always highly respected
by the rest of the family. . . .. .

A marriage is normally arranged by the respective parents and it is still the custom for 2
husband never to see his wife before marriage and to speak to hér-only rarely after it. ‘The
relationship between host and guest is important.and there are fixed ways and methods of
eéntertaining a guest, who must always return the compliment in like manner. One is expected
to refuse food or drink the first or second time but never more than twice. Approval must
be shown by smiles and smacking of lips. Great respect is shown to ones superior, whether
it be father, king, teacher or master, ’ :

" The Korean is very superstitious and consequently there is much resorting to so-called
astronomers. They are called in to decide the suitability of two persons to marry, and the
day on which the ceremony should take place. Needless to say'a ‘good’ astronomer always
gives the required answers, o
, Koreans are buried on hillsides, wealth and standing determining how high up the hill

one goes, and the astronomer is called in to decide exactly where the grave shall be and in
what direction it should point. A funeral procession will meandet for some time before
reaching the grave and there will be much waving of banners, in order to confuse the evil
spirits and prevent them entering the grave. " Periods of mourning may last several years,
epending upon the importance of the deceased and one’s relationship to him,

.Many of the customs are dying out with the advent of western civilisation and the people

Lherl:lsclvcs are losing much of their charm. However, there is still much to be admired in
oth. . . B .

The Roman Catholics were the first Christians fo come to Korea, at the beginning of the
seventeenth century, but they were severely persecuted and the country remained the “Hermit
Kingdom,” The arrival in 1890 of Charles Corfe heralded the first successful ‘attempt to
establish Christianity. Tt has continued despite Japanese occupation and a devastating war
duting which the church received many blows, _ Several priests, both English and Korean,
died in' captivity, but Bishop Cooper survived:and has returned-to carry on his work.

Today Christianity is'the official religion of Korea, although It is not really known how
many actively practice their faith. Much good work has been and is being done out here,
but there is always room for new blood, - '

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

THE HOLY APOSTLES, GUERNSEY : ;
Councillor P. C. Andrews visited Guernsey this summer and was present at the Guild
Office in S. Andrew’s Church. Bto, H; M. Lihou, honorary Councillor, in welcoming Bro.
Andrews at the social gathering afterwards said how they regarded themselves as an cutpost
of the Faith, and sent their good wishes to the -bethren on the mainland, Bro. R. Edden,
our indefatigable C.O.F. secretary, also visited Guernsey this year,
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S. SWITHUN, WINCHESTER )

Holy Trinity, Winchester, celebrates this year the centenary of its dedication. As a
contribution to the thanksgiving, the local chapter invited other chapters and servers to
attend High Mass and the Guild Office in the church on June 19th. The celebrant was
Fr. A. W. Tappenden (rector of Holy Trinity and chaplain of §. Swithun Chapter), Fr. T. A.
Foster (curate) was deacon and Fr. H. W. Booth was sub-deacon. The Guild Office was
sung in the afternoon, Py, Tappenden, in his address, stressed that servers should look upon
their duties in the sanctuary as a privilege. They should avoid being critical of the priests
and other servers. The Office concluded with a procession. Tea was provided in the
parish hall, served by ladies of the congregation.

THE HOLY ROOD

The Guild Office was sung in the church of Christ the Saviour, Ealing, on June 22nd,
in the octave of Corpus Christi, by kind permission of the vicar, the Revd. Prebendary W. H.
Aglionby, Two probationer members were admitted by the chaplain, the Revd, W, Walker
(S. Christopher’s, Hanwell), who also officiated at the Office. An inspiring address was
delivered by Fr. Aglionby, and there followed a procession of the Blessed Sacrament. The
sacred ministers, vested in pure cloth-of-gold vestments, were followed in procession by the
servers of the chapter and the congregation. The pre-reformation cross, one of the treasures
of the church, was used. This depicts Qur Lord on one side and Our Lady on the other.
The service was concluded by Benediction. The M.C. was Bro. P. Millard, Fr. Jarrett,
Chaplain-General, and until five years ago, chaplain of the chapter, was present. Forty-two
members attended, including several members from adjoining chapters. The chapter records
are belng revised by the Chapter Secretary, Bro. A, W. Welling, and there are nearly 100 names
of active members on the roll,

The chapter held an autumm Dinner at the Forum Restuarant, Ealing, on Saturday,
23rd October. Forty-three members attended the dinner, which, it is hoped, will become
an annual function, The chaplain, the Revd. W. Walker, was in the chair, and among the
guests were the Warden, Fr, Fox ; the Chaplain-General, Fr, Jarrett; the Chaphin, C.O.F.,
Fr. Loveless and the previous chapter chaplain, the Revd. J. D. Carr and Bro. W. G, Hare,
their Group Representative. Entertainment was provided by a conjuror of exceptionally
high standard. Fr. Loveless and his accordian, better known as his ‘wind-instrument’
presented a delightfu] half-hour of sing-song. The dinner was organised by the secretary,
Bro. A, W. Welling and the chapter committee.

S. EDWIN, HARROGATE

For the Arst time in Holy Trinity, Knareshorough, the Office was sunf at our June meeting,
when the attendance was the best for some months. At the kind invitation of the vicar
we returned there again in September, the number of members present again being above
average,

We visited the chapter of S. William of York in July, and sang the Office in the church
of S. Michacl-le-Belfry, followed by Devotions in S. Mary’s, Bishophill Junior. During the
afterncon we had a conducted tour of York Minster and learned ebout 8. Edwin, who was the

" royal founder of the Minster. A party went to Bradford on October 2nd for the West Riding
Combined Chapters’ festival, where we received a great welcome from our brethren of the
chaptet of S. Blasijus,

On S, Edwin’s Day Masses were said in 8, Wilfrid's, Harrogate, and in Holy Trinity,
Knaresborough, to enable all servers to be present.  There does not seem to be any record of
our Patronal Festival having been kept before. As we wete in some doubt 2s to the correct
date we followed the example of York Minster and observed it on October 5th.

THE EPIPHANY, CROYDON

This chapter has lproduced an excellent newsletter for its members serving in the Forces.
Tt is intended to supplement THE SERVER and gives items of more local interest.
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES FESTIVAL

Upwards of a hundred servers assembled in Chichester Cathedral from thc counties

of Sussex, Hampshire and Kent—as well as _representatives from London—in honour of
. the Feast of 5. Wilfrid on October 16th, to sing their Gulld Office at the invitation of the
Dean and Chapter of the Cathedral.

The Revd. F. Frost, Sub-Dean, presided, in place of thc Dean, Dr. Duncan Jones, who
was unavoidably absent,

The setmon was preached by the Revd. J. Wh:tc, Asslstant Priest of 8. Mary the Vu-gm,
Goring-by-Sea. :

The service terminated with a Procession, during which Stations wete made and pmycrs
recited, as the site of S, Rlchard's tomb in the Retro-cho&r and at the rood-screen, in honour
of S. Wilfrid.,

The lovely vestments of the cathedral were used, which, togethcr with the rising mccnse
clouds and stately ceremonial for which this cathedral is ]ustly famous, made a deep impression
upon a large congregation,

" The collection, amounting to £6 1s. 6d., was fot the Candldatcs fot Ordination Fund.

S. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, STOURBRIDGE

The annual outing took place in August visiting Stokeshay Church, Stretton and Bridge-
north. The office was sung in S. Leonard’s Chutch the chaplam, Fr. Quibbell Smith,

officiating.
T

s. BENEDICT,.JUXBR]DG'E
The annual festival was held at Al Saints, North Hillingdon, in October. The Revd,

J. Carr chaplain, officiating at the office which was followed by a processionand Te Dmm
Fr. E Tlppcr of §, _]ohn s, Kensal. Grecn, preached.

SS. PETER AND' PAUL, BATH

The fiest Guild Office of this chapter was sung in 8. John the Baptist, Bathwick, Bath,
on 14th October, by some 50-60 servers, among whom were representatives of the Chaptcrs
of S. Julian, Frome, and S. Brendan, Bristol. Before the office, Bro. R. Harvey, the District
Councilior, presented orie brother and 25 probationers for admission, The address was
given by the chaplain, Fr, Thorold. The cantors were Fr.- Sheen and the chapter treasurer,.
Bro. F. E. Stubbings. 'The chapter secretary is Bro. J. M. G. Jones. Membership is already
over.30, -

THE INCARNATE WORD, SURREY

The Christmass festival on January 1st, will be held in 88, Michael and George Fulwell .
with High Mass at 11,30 2.m. and Guild Office at 3 p.m., in SS. Peter and Paul, Teddington.

- J LR

THIS IS YOUR MAGAZINE, AND THE ONLY ONE DEVOTED ENTIRELY
TO SERVERS AND THEIR WORK AND INTERESTS. IF YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
1S DUE, A RENEWAL ORDER FORM IS ENCLOSED. PLEASE TRY AND INTRO-
DUCE THE MAGAZINE TO AT LEAST ONE NEW SUBSCRIBER THIS COMING
YEAR.. :

BRO. W. G. HARE, 27 ELTHORNE ROAD, UXBRIDGE, MIDDLESEX WILL
_ BE PLEASED TO SUPPLY. ORDER FORMS AND INFORMATION. THE SUB-

SCRIPTION 18 13/— PER ANNUM, POST FREE. )
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THE 2rsth COUNCIL OF THE GUILD

A Council was held in London on October Sth, with the Warden in the chair, The
Chaplain-General, Fr, S. H. Jarrett, and the chaplain to the Candidates for Ordination Fund,
Fr. K. N. J. Loveless, were present with 21 councillors,

. It was agreed to form new chapters at Grimsby and district (5. Hugh and Blessed Edward
King, bishop), Penzance and St. Ives, and Canje, Bertice, British Guiana (5. Rose of Lima).

The annual reports and accounts for the year ending 30th September of the Guild and
Candidates for Ordination Funds were discussed, and these will be submitted to the Annual
General Meeting on Saturday, April 16th. Preliminary arrangements were made; a hall
holding over 1,000 with adequate catering facilities on the premises is to be booked, and it is
hoped that everyone within reach of London will book the date and endeavour to attend. The
serious financial situation of the Candidates for Ordination Fund was stressed and Fr. Loveless
writes elsewhere on this acute problem.

It was reported that the circulation of “THE SERVER” had risen from 1,100 to nearly
1,500 and that the deficit had been reduced to £8.

. Denations to the Guild’s chapel at Walsingham of a statue of S. Columba ot S. David
in memory of Mr. C, H. Nurse, and a set of green vestments from Bloemfontein in memory of
Fr. J. Garlick, of 8. Luke’s, Hornsey, were reported.

CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION FUND

DANGER AHEADI|

This is an urgent appeal to all members of the Guild—and I hope you will not stop reading
because of the word ““ appeal.” The simple facts are these :—The Jubilee Fund fell hopelessly
short of the target of £5,000 set, The total reached only £724—a very poor contribution
from a Guild with a constantly rising membership. In order to pay our debts and meet our
commitments for the coming year, we need now a sum of £1,500, Will You please consider
what will happen if we do not receive thissum? It will mean that our vitally important work
of giving grants to some 96 Ordination Candidates will have to be curtailed. I surely need
fnot point out to members of this Guild what a complete disaster and disgrace this would be.
This is the most important work we do—I cannot stress this point too strongly—and it is
very evident that a great many Chapters are not pulling their weight in helping us to pay for it,
Some indeed have contributed nothing whatsoever to this Fund.  Ata recent Council Mecting
several ways of helping were suggested :— .

(1) Chapter Secretaries and Treasurers to make quite certain that all members of Chapters
are aware of the need—and that as many collections as possible are given to C.O.F.
The singing of the Guild office is a good oceasion for this. .

{2) Patish Priests and Parochial Church Councils to allocate at least a part of Trinity Sunday
Collection to C.O.F.

(3) Members of Chapters to be asked to save, say, sixpence weekly as a contribution to
the Fund.

There must be many other ways in which members can help, It must be a matter for
great satisfaction to you all to know that so many candidates are in receipt of gifts, but that
is notenough.  We need more than ever YOUR GIFTS if we are to raise this £1,500 necessary
to meet our commitments in 1954/55, Will all of you reading this resolve at once to help us
provide all our applicants with the financial help towards their ordination. The Guild should
be proud to assist in sponsoring these men with Catholic ideals toward the Sacred Ministry,
and so to stress its helief in the Catholicity of the Church of England,

I write these words as we are approaching the date of Commemoration of the Battle of
_Trafalgar. T conclude, therefore, with 2 paraphrase of Nelson’s immortal signal—

“THE GUILD EXPECTS THAT EVERY MAN WILL DO HIS DUTY.”

'Kmenern LoveLess, R.N.V.R.;
Choplain, C.O.F.
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T he Atterztlon of Servers
and all Catholics

IS CALLED TO
THE WORK OF

“The Guild of All Souls”

Founded March 1873

A Devotional Guild for Intercessory Prayer for .
_ the Dying and for the Repose of the Souls of
Deceased Members and all the Faithful departed.

An Intercession Paper of names of the Departed
is issued Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book,
for perpetual remembrance is issued each year.

. Enquiries from :- n
The Rev. The Secretary,
G.A.S. Office,
39, Victoria Street,

WESTMINSTER, S.W.1. f
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FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S DESK

My remarks about ECCLESIASTICAL BOUNDARIES have brought several interesting
enquiries showing that our Magazine reaches many who are more than interested in the
actual working of the Guild. Frequently one finds that although distance sometimes is an
obstacle difficult to overcome, many servers travel quite long distances, both to serve at their
church and also to attend the Office of their chapter,

This comment on distance also teminds me that quite a number of chapters ask me to
attend some special function. Whilst it is not always possible to accept these invitations,
they are greatly appreciated. They do afford opportunities for meeting chapter officers and
the individual member. One would like to visit more, but bath time and distance stand in
the way although where one has a choice it is always given to those places where a Guild Officer
seldom visits—the Northern chapters know just what I mean, as also those in the South-
West, and they have to take the will for the deed in many cases, Personally I would prefer
that in the Groups there might be more meetings of the chapter officers which 1 could attend
-—s0 many smali but quite important items can be discussed with mutual advantage to each
other and the Guild at large.

“THE SERVER.” From reports it seems that the extea copies for the September issuc
will be taken full advantage of—from *“Down under’ there is also both renewals and increased
orders and one expects that these copies will pass through many hands before they are too
“‘dog-cared” for further perusal. One overseas reader seeing that the Guild Chapel at
Walsingham needed some furnishings suggested ways and means.  Qur of the blue one
morning came an “‘air letter” from the Orange Free State. A member there had read the
appeal and made an offer which I am pleased to say has been accepted by the Administrator
of the shtine. Then whilst on holiday [ received a letter from another member, this time an
ex-Midlander, who has offered to provide one of the statues mentioned by Fr. Hope Patten—
in memory of the donor’s father, who setved a Leicester church for nearly o half-centuty,
What other gifts may we expect now that a start has been made—groups of servers or even
chapters might help to this end? Who will say now the THE SERVER does not reach out
even to the least expected places—do help us to greater achievements, please.

OVERSIEAS, One of my recent letters was from Johannesburg, Transvaal, and one
learns that servers at a Misison church in Sophiatown are more than interested in the
Guild. They even cortesponded with the Cape Town chapter, whose information led them
to this office for further advice and help, There are definitely signs that our work in that
city will once again be revived and it was encouraging to learn that one of our members
recently arrived there from London was already serving--he shows the right spirit and
example for all our members whose work takes them into strange places. It is a far cry
from Baghdad in Iraq but even in that strange city of sights and repute a member from
Essex has now taken up duty. He has already met the Archdeacon of Traq and Eastern Arabia
and will have more to relate when he next writes. By the way, he also enquires after THE
SERVER—forgive this reference again, but it is too good to miss—you will agree.

Our “Home Notes™ will be short but I must report that a chapter has been approved at
Grimsby to serve a large district on the Lincolnshire coast, Its title will be that ofp “S, Hugh
and Blessed Edward King.” Many servers will hardly associate the famous Bishop of Lincoln
with the equally famous “Lincoln” judgment in the Courts, which finally declared that it was
lawful for lights to be on the Altar. T personally recollect the saintly old Bishop preaching
in a Leicester church inspiring many of his hearers to respond to his appeal for both funds
and helpers to keep the Faith going no matter what the circumstances happened to be or
where.

Then into the Midlands—Loughborough—once the scene of a chapter long since in
abeyance but now enquiry shows that an opportunity is soon to be presented there and the
chapter of 8. Matthew once more functioning in good heart. T almost forgot that one was
privileged to attend the West Riding Chapters Festival at Bradford on October 2nd, when
Fr. Markham, of S. Benedict’s, Ardwick, gave a large attendance of servers from many
chapters ““ Food for thought.” My stay was short but most enjoyable—friends were made
and experiences exchanged that will remain for many days to come. To all who have helped
"in these ventures my grateful thanks.
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_ IAN MICHELL

VESTMENTS

(HIGH AND LOW MASS SETS)

Copes, Stoles, Frontals, Falls, Hangings,
Linen, Lace, Hoods, Gowns, Sick Com-
munion- Sets, Chalices, Ciboria, Pyxes,
Sanctuary Lamps, Tabernacles, Crosses,

Candlesticks, Braid, QGirdles, Etc.
(chiefly secondhand)

ALL GOODS SENT ON APPROVAL
Similar Things Bought
SACRISTIES CLEARED OF UNWANTED ITEMS

100,000 N.EW AND SECONDHAND

BOCKS,

. THEOLOGICAL AND GENERAL
]
3d. Stamp for Lists and enquiries. State Interests.
“Agent for DIADEM™ Church meta!ware

Callers welcome
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29, LOWER BROOK STREET
Ipswich - Suffolk - England -



- —

M T

1A

Rl onet
.-
-

vk

-

"MOWBRAYS
CHURCH SHOPS

*

Devotional Books
Servers’ Manuals
Cassocks and Surplices
Albs and Cottas
Sanctuary Requisites

Candles

Incense and Charcoal
PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION

*x

28 MARGARET STREET, OXPORD CIRCUS,
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