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EDITORIAL

1n this issue, readers will again find articles covering many different matters of interest
to Servers, In particular weare happy to present an article from Bro. W, A. Lavers in Austria,
from which their customs, linked with the catholic tradition in that country, may be compared
with our own. The article, * The Locked Doot,” which is from a contemporary publication
in America, will serve to inform readers about conditions on the other side of the Aclantic,
where the “* Episcopal Church,”” which is the Anglican Church of the New World, is faced
with problems in many ways similar to those with which we have to contend in our own
towns and villages, — .

Two notable services are described in this issue, one heing the re-opening of All Saints,
Notting Hill, after a period of ten years following the * Blitz,” and the other the Easter
Festival of the Guild at S. Peter’s, London Docks, a church that also suffered severe damage
from bombing. It is an encouraging sign that, thanks to the efforts of devoted pricsts and
their congregations, one after another our heloved churches are returning to their former
beauty. Sometimes (let us confess it) they appear rather refreshed by the disappearance of
Victorian glass and * improvements  of that period which may be typified by cthe Alberc
Memorial [ Perhaps never in the course of their history have such care and informed taste
been applied to the design and suitability of new work. The very scarcity of materials and
the high costs are in themselves healthy restraints, which impose a certain simplicity of line
and fecling that accords well with our ancient buildings. In the design and exception of
stained glass in particular, vur artists have gone far to recapture, and even in some respects
to improve on, the technical skill that created the treasures which have come down to us
from the middle ages. _—

For over a century now the question of Unity, and in particular of the Reunion of the
separated portions of the Catholic Church, has remained of current interest. At various
periods, particularly during the ‘Conversations at Malines, attention has been focussed on the
subject, and there is no doubt that we are at this moment living through one of those periods.
The sufferings of catholics behind the Iron Curtain, and the calls issued by the Heads of the
Churches to stand together against the Antichrist of Communism, have tended to create that
feeling of solidarity among the ranks of Christinns which scems to grow most strongly under
adversity and persecution,

That we must seek to join together all peeple who bow the knee at the Name of Jesus
is a certainty, whether they be catholic or orthodox or protestant ; but while the various
patts of the Church that hold the catholic faith and practise catholic worship themselves
remain dis-united, this end will remzain visionary. First things must comie first, and the |
recognition of full inter-communion with the Old Catholic Church was in itself an important
first step. It is perhaps not too much to hope for a similar step to be taken as between the
Anglican and the group of Orthodox Churches when once the present World crisis has been
resolved.  And inevitably, soon or late, must be faced the reconciliation with the Roman
Church, the parent from whom we are separated.

The interesting sermon preached by Bishop Vibert Jackson at our Easter Guild Festival

+ threw much light on this problem, and many who heard him must have carried away a deep

impression of his words, It is interesting to note that during the same week an Ecumenical
Meeting took place at Pleshey, near Chelmsford, between reptresentatives of the Anglican
Church, Orthodox, and Church of Scotland, the Lutherans of Scandanavia and Germany,
and the Calvinists of France and the Netherlands. Among the conclusions drawn from
their discussions on the background of faith and worship in the Church, one reads :—* The
Church’s renewal will come from the zltar, not from the lecture-room . ... In our futute work
we must keep to the heart of our religion, which is the Mass.” Can one picture such con-
clusions being drawn from a similar meeting of churches and sccts, even so recently as the
days of out grandfathers? We have indced travelled a long way in the right direction.

In the most recent list of applications for membership, no less than twenty-one were
from men serving in the R.AF. in the Canal Zone in Egypt, who have applied for permission
to form a Chapter under the patronage of S. Anthony of Egypt.  To help spread information
about the Guild one server took the trouble to duplicate copies of the Guild leaflet for distribu-
tion to various Units in that region. Such cnthusiasm is splendid, and we send our best
wishes to the chaplain and the servers of this newly formed Chapter.

This is the first number to appear on one of the revised dates of publication announced
in the last Issue, and there has accordingly been on this occasion one month less in which to
receive contributions from the Chapters. Will Sectetaries and other contributors plezse
arrange for their manuscripts for the next number to be received by the Editor not later than
July 20th, and rather earlier if possible.




LOCAL CUSTOMS IN CATEOLIC AUSTRIA

In Austria, with its snow-capped Alpine peaks and sun-drenched valleys, its neat little

villages and picturesque towns, the people have many local traditions and customs,

These

are mainly connected.with their faith. Some of them are superstitious survivals from the
barbaric past that have acquired a Christian significance, and others are practices that may
have been common in pre-reformation England.

On Advent Sunday a wreath with four
thick red candles is hung or stood in a
conspicuous position in each church, and
in many homes. ‘'The candles atc lit each
Sunday in Advent in anticipation of the
coming of the Christkind (Christchild), the
number of candles lit denoting which Sunday
it is.

- As grey and wet November merges into
white December all the shop windows are
dressed in flaming red and sombre black.
In this setting, and regardless of the type of
merchandise displayed, are placed models of
S. Nicholas mitred and robed, and of the

* Devil,
material according to the type of shop, such
as chocolate, sweets, cake, cardboard, metal,
cloth or suiff. Somec even are working
models and display effigies up to life size.
The tradition Is that, on the Eve of §.
Nicholas  (5th- December), the Krampus
_complete with horns, furry body, long red
tongue, tail, chains, whip, pronged stick
and a big bag comes to take away all the
naughty children, while. Feilige “Nicolaus
brings toys and sweets to the good children.
In the villages two men go from house to
house in appropriate costume to sort out
the good children from the bad, On this
night before going to bed the children put
their boots or shoes, all well polished, on

the window sill or outside the bedroom door..

In the morning they find them filled with
nuts, fruit and sweets, plus a_model Birchof
Nicolaus, or a Krampus with perhaps a birch
of silvery rwigs ticd with red ribbon, and 2
Nicolaus or Krampus card.

With the. passing of St. Nicholastide the
lights blaze in shop windows filled with
gifts and Weibnacht (Christmas) fare. Fits,
spruce and mistletoe are sold to decorate
the Austrian home, but not paper chains
and holly such as we have. ‘The Englishman
also misses the carol singers, On all the
busy corners one meets the delicious smeil
of roasting chestnuts. As the children have
already been visited- hy S. Nicholas they
address their letters for presefits to the

Christkind, and as in Austrian homes there:

are 'no open fireplaces with chimneys con-
‘venient for posting letters up, they put them
in their windows for the Christhind to sec
as He passes by, All work stops at 6 p.m.
on  Heiligerabend (Christmas Eve): shops
shut, trams and buses run into their depots
until 5 a.m. the next moming, and the
strects are hushed. ‘But behind the barred

im,
bell

and shuttered windows of the houses there
is light, warmth and excitement. The chief

room is “ out of bounds ” and the children -
impatiently wait outside the door until a
rings within and the door opens, The
children troop into the room, and * hurrah”
the Christkind has called and brought a
beautiful tree and lots of lovely presents.
““ Stille Nacht, Heilipe Nacht” and other
carols are sung, and there is a supper of fish.
Then bed for the little ones, while the big
ones stay up with Mamma and Papa to go to
Midnight Mass and see the fine crib in the

. church.

These are made of all kinds of *

3

Christmas Day is spent in much the same
way as we spend it, but the Christmas pud-
ding is replaced by a spongy cake containing
a nut, or poppysced, mixture in an intricate
wavy layer. o

On the feast of the Holy Innocents children
go from house to house with a willow stick
and beat everyone they can get hold of!
They say a rhyme to remind the adults of the
massacre of the children, somewhat similar
to our ** Please to remember the Fifth of
November,” ot else a rhyme wishing them
a happy- year, good health and a long life.
The victim is expected to bestow his blessing
in the form of a monetary reward |

The New Year, as in our country, is
ushered in with parties and celebrations at -
home, in public or up in a mountain hut, with
accordion and violin musie, folk dancing,
traditional costumes, schnaps, wine and beer.
New Year’s Day is a public holiday.

The children come into their own again
during the next few days up to the feast of
the Epiphany, which is another public
holiday. .- They ~-go around in threes with
blackened faces, dressed up to represent
the three kings, Kasper, Malchior and
Balthasar, and on the door or step of each
housc that they visit they chalk this symbol :
{(K+M+B4), or KI19M5IB according to .
the year, a carol is sung and the collection
tin produced. The children do this even on
the trams, riding from station to station.

The ““ Fusching” season extends from the
New -Year to Ash Wednesday. This is the
season for balls, masquerades, parties and so.
on. The village maidens ate-also supposed
to get husbands for themselves at this time,
and the unlucky ones must indulge in log-
tugging which is accompanied by dancing
and reusic. In the city of Graz the gicls are
supposed to scrub the Sehfossberg (Castle
Hill) and the young men bring the buckets



of water.  The final Fasching balls take place
on Shrove Tuesday and last all night.

At an carly hour on Ash Wednesday
devout catholics go to church for the
ceremony of the blessing and imposition of
ashes, and a steady stream of people attend
the succession of low masses and receive
the imposition. The season of Lent itself
seems to be observed very similarly to our
own practice, with fasting and discipline.

On Palm Sunday people flock to church
in great numbers for the ceremonies of the
day, and have the palms blessed which they
buy from vendors outside the churches and
in the church grounds. The only “palm
used, whether by ceclebrant, ministers or
congregation, is pussy-palm like that to be
found in the English countryside during the
carly spring.  In the villages the pcovflc ke
bunches of greenery and pussy willow to
church tled to long sticks, and these are
hlessed and kept at home until next Palm
Sunday. Whenever there is a storm and
lightning a few of these leaves are thrown
on the hearth for protection against fire.
There seems to be a custom in some big
churches for mothers and children to make
theit Easter communions on this day.

Good Friday is 2 normal working day, but
the churches are well filled for the liturgy
of the day at 6 a.m., after which an effigy
of the crucified Saviour is carried in pro-
cession and laid in a garden tomb. No
bells are rung from Maundy Thursday until

. Haster Iive. The villagers say that the bells
fly to Rome.

On the afternoon of Haster Eve the coun-
try people go to church for the procession
to the garden tomb to celcbrate the Resur-
rection. ‘They take with them the food that
they are to eat over Faster and have it
blessed ; also a great tub of holy water is
blessed and the people {ill bottles and other
receptacles to take home. After the pro-
cesston there is dancing and singing, bon-
fires, fireworks, the firing of ancient cannon,
and bands playing all night. Often great
crosses higher than 2 house are set up on the
mountain tops and lluminated with resinous
flares so that they are all aflame and burn
through the night.

On EBaster Day people continue to brin
food (such as ham, white bread and cggs
to church for blessing, and this they sub-
sequently eat for breakfast. The children
have to go out into the gardens or fields to
find Easter bunnies, coloured eggs, toys
and sweets which have been hidden,

The feast of the Ascension is a public
holiday and is celebrated in the normal way
with high mass and processions.,

Confirmations of childten, about the age
if twelve, take place on Whitsunday and

¢

Whit-Monday. If the Fiirss Bisehof (Prince
Bishop) is visiting a town for this purposc
he is met and escorted through the street
by a gteat procession,

The month of May is Mary’s month and
evening masg is celebrated in most churches
daily throughout the month, Incidentally,
evening Mass is celebrated in most town
churches every Sunday evening throughout
the year, followed by benediction of the
Blessed Sactament,

The feast of Corpus Christi is a public
holiday and in Graz a procession of hundreds
of people follows their bishop, clergy,
religious orders and guilds. through the
streets, making stations at the main Points
of the route where altars have previously
been erected. With banks playing, white-
clad children carrying flowers, monks and
nung in their various habits, some fifty or
more priests arrayed in gold vestments, with
the dignitarics of the cathedral, and the
Bishop bearing the Blessed Sacrament
walking bencath a baldachin through the
packed streets and the brilliant summer
sunshine, the whole spectacle forms a
splendid and Impressive picture.

On 21st June the country people light
fires on the hills to mark the decreasing of the
day. The feasts of S. Peter and S. Paul,
29th June, and the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, 15th August, are both observed
as public holidays.

Towards the end of September many
country towns have their * Weinfest™ to
celebrate the gathering in of the grapes that
marks the end of the harvest, From these
grapes the new wine is made. This period is
marked by feasting and merrymaking and 2
procession  of decorated cars and carts
depicting every aspect of the agricultural
life: the ploughman, the sower, the hat-
vester, the miller, also the forge, the wine
press, the manufacture of oil from sunflower
seed, brewing, distilling, baking and many
other activittes. The vehicles are lavishly
adorned with flowers, fruir, grain and
vegetables. These lovable happy-go-lucky
people come out in their tradirional finery,
the town band in its picturesque uniform
marches up and down, shooting competitions
are held atthe butts, there are a fair and other
tevelries. They seem to put everything they
can into this last secular cclebrotion of the
year.

At the close of the Church's year comes
the feast of All the Saints, a public holiday,
and the Commemoration of Al Souls.
Early in the morning of All Saints’ Day the
faithful attend High Mass, and all day long
special trams and buses convey crowds of
people with wreathes and bunches of white




and vellow chrysanthemums to the ceme-
teries where masses are being said.  Flowers,
_candles and lamps are placed on the graves
and at wayside shrines, and in many hotnes
candles are burnt all day in memory of each
departed rélative, After dark every church-
yard and cemetery looks like a sea of shining

- stars, and every shrine and every war memo-

rial is alight with twinkling candles and
lamps. This is truly a solemn and beauriful
act with which to bring the year 1o a close,
and one which perhaps we Britons would do
welk-to copy. .
W. A. Lavzss,

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION - FOR SERVERS

The Secretary-General and other Officers’
of the Guild often receive enquiries from
members. seeking to arrange holiday ac-
commodation.  There must be  many
- Brothers, both those living in the country
and those wirh homes in London or other
citics and towns, who would be happy to
offer hospitality to another Server, either by
exchange on the an pair arrangement, ot for
a small payment. Exchanges and visits
. would be of assistance in promoting friend-
ships within the Guild, and would enable
. many to enjoy their holidays at.a moderate
cost. ) )

It has been decided therefore to compile

a list of Servers who are willing to afford
facilities of this nature, and Brothers are asked
to send in ‘details to the Secretary-General
forthwith, so that replies can be sent out to
enquirers in good time fot the Summer
holidays. Particulars should be given of
the locality, the type of accommodation
offered, meals and so forth, as well as any
financial arrangement that is proposed.
Both those oftering hospitality and those
needing it should addtess their Ietters to
Brother W. H. Cheaney, 57, Kenpas High-

~.way, Coventry, who has been good cnough

to undertake to act as * Postbox ” for the
scheme,

~

THE LOCKED DOOR

g

A plea from America for teaching the Church’s wide
resources of devotion to all candidates for Confirmation

That some Episcopal chutches are open for business on Sundays only, T learned when

I was very young. 1was walking home from school by a different route, to vary the manotony
of the daily trip, when I passed the little.stone .church where a short time before 1 had been
confirmed. [ suddenly wanted to go in for 2 minute or two. 1 doubt if I was wrestling with
any major childhood problem, or if T had-any particular prayers in mind. 1t was probably
the normal impulse that does not need to be explained to those who do pay a little visit to.

their church when they pass it, and that cannot be explained to those who don’t.

A little self-consciously 1 mounted “the
steps that 1 generally used only on Sunday,
and pulled on the door. Ac firse T thoughe
that it was stuck, 1 pulled harder on the
heavy iron ring. Then I knew that the
door was locked, :

1 have never forgotten the childish fecling
of shame and shyness that came’ over me at

my stupidity, and my fear that the people

in the houses across the street had witnessed
my humiliation. It did not occur to me to
question the locked door. 1 felt to blame
for myr ignorance, I fled.

Chitdhood is a sensitive age, and this was
as greata shock to me as if my mother had hit
me without provocation. It caused such
mortification that my feelings come back to
me to-day with alfr the intensity of that
hour. 1 remember putting my hands in
the pockets of my jacket and keeping my
eves on the toes of my shoes as T walked
hastily down the street;, furious with myself
for my foolish -blunder. ‘ )

Perhaps it was the God who loves little
children who guided my steps then, for three
blocks later T really noticed for the first
time the church which my little Romai:
Catholic friends attended. I had passed it a

‘great many times before, but not until then

did I sce its whitc stone exterior, the freshly
swept enttance, and the large doors standing
open. o

In those days, and in that narrow protestant -
community, Roman Catholicism was only
slightly less dangerous than scarlet fever,
The phrase <., . . he is Catholic . . ,” carried
as much of a stigma as six months in the
county jail. So perhaps it was partly de-
finance that made me hold enough to enter
the church. . .

The church was beautiful. Little candles
flickered before the wvatious altars and
shrines. The high altar was claborate and.
lovely, and on it was a crucifix instead of a
Flain cross, which immediately scemed -
ogical and appropriate to me. Around the
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walls were statues of our Lord, and as there
was no one in the church | had the courage
to walk around and look at them. T saw
they represented the Read to Calvary, and
they werc very real and sad.

To-day 1 know and love the Stations of
the Cross, but that day, without any know-
edge of the proper prayers, I paused brfore
each station, following the story through to
thé end, and | was deeply touched by this
graphic method of portraying the tragic
events. For the first time I ¢ould visualise
that Path of Sorrow.

I didn’t stay very long in the church. 1
don’t remember knecling down, or even
saying a prayer, for T was-afraid someone
clse might come in and that it might not
be proper for me to be in a Roman Catholic
church. But that brief, prayer-less visit
was the beginning of hundreds of visits to
Rornan Catholic churches in many citics from
that time to this, for 1 knew that those doors
would always be open .

" Shortly after that 1 began to question
my Roman fricnds about their religion,
Children love to pass on their knowledge,
and they found me a very attentive audience.
When they saw I was interested, they told
me the things they had been instructed in,
and raught me some of their prayers, includ-
ing the beautiful ** Hail Mary.” They made
of religion a much more inspiring thing than
had our rectar, whose pre-confirmation

instruction had gone in one ear and out of |

the other. He was a good but dull man,
and, unfortunately, not at his best with
children. . :

The stories I heard from my friends were
told with absolute .conviction and youthful
ardour, and made God and the Holy Virgin
and the Saints seem near and-around me.
In my church ! had never heard of venerating
our Lady. She was merely “ Mary, the
Mother of the little Lord Jesus ” at Christ-
mas time, and there the subject was dropped.

They taught me the rosaty, and how to
light a candle at the altars in supplication or
thanksgiving, how to cross myself with
holy water on’ entering and leaving the
church, and to genuflect when passing the
altar, And they told me about confession,
though there 1 was on the outside, for 1
felt 1 could not participate in that, thinking
that only Roman Catholics were granted the
privilege of humbly confessing to their
priest and hearing from his lips the comfort-
ing holy words of absolution:

All this time T was faithfully attending my

own church, singing in the choir and
participating in various parish activities.
But it was more from a sense of dury, My
patents were unaware of my scemingly
Romewnard interests.

-Catholic priest.

‘

_From then until after my marriage I was
floundering and secking a firm footing
spiritually, but I had no idea exactly what I
wanted. My religion was vagae in my mind.
I had little feeling of closeness to any church,
least of 2ll my own. When I did pray, it
was a forlorn sort of pleading for happiness
that I rather hoped God would lay in my
lap, without any effort on my part to carn
it. .

"And then I spent a2 month in a hospital
where there, was a convalescent Roman
He and I became close
friends and had many long discussions about
religion, and it was from him tha. T learned
for the first time of the Carholicity “of the
Anglican Communion. [ had thought many
times of conversion to Roman Catholicism,
and 1 discussed it with him, quite seriously.
But it is 2 difficult thing to renounce the
faith of one’s parents, no matter how little
that faith has come to mean. So then he
told me more about my own church, and I
fele that here T might find the sort of religious
life I had been unconsciously seeking all

those years.

It was the same faith I had been reared in,
with the addition of many beautiful cere-
monies and customs that rhade one feel that
something was taking.place in the church at
all times, offering a constant opportutniy for
worship and comfort. It would mean a
fuller, richer church life, and a more active
participation. .

By this time T was living at an_army base,
and T went to the Episcopal chaplain who
was understanding and sympathetic, and
fortunately sufficiently Catholic minded to’
start me off in the yight direction. He
finally heard my first confession, and T will
never forget the glorious, treading-on-air.
fecling as I left that little chapel that day. A
new world had been opened to me,

From that time on [ knew that nothing
in life could harm me, that disappointments,
were transient, that encmics were harmless
and that prayers are answered. But most of
all, I learned that God is real. And far from
being a temporary happiness, a new toy so to
speak, this richer faith becomes more wonder-

_ ful every year.

Undoubtedly there are other people.
groping to-day, as 1 once was. It seems
a pity that children are not instructed in
the full scope and work of the Episcopal
Church. ‘They are generally Episcopalians
not by choice but by hetitage, as is rrue with
the adherents of most religions, but they
should be given aff the intormation about
their own church by their own parish
priest. and not have to learn from a priest
of another faith by accident. as I did.
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Of course, in 2 small community that
supports but one Episcopal church, it would
be impossible for the child, as he grows up,
to choose a parish to his particular liking,
But at least the confirmasion classes in one
type of parish can be told of the existence of
other types. Especially should all be told
of confession ; and this information should
be presented so 25 to indicate that this sacra-
ment is not a freak or oddity in our church,
but one available to all whose hearts lead
them in that direction.

Also, the classes should be told of the other
devotions found in parishes with the Catholic
emphasis, even though these may not
be practiced in their own particular parish.
The commonly accepted forms of worship
in the average Catholic parish should be
taught to all. The inadequately instructed
child naturally assumes that all Episcopal
churches are afgkc, and when he visits another
town his mind is distracted from the service
itsetf after having been surprised by some
genuflection or response.

These things should be a part of a child’s
religious training, just as he is instructed at
home in little matters of social etiquette that
might not concern him at that particular
time, but which inevitably will be encoun-
tered at some time or other.

Those of the other extreme of churchman-
ship have their feelings about the matter
too, and: they are to be recpecred, but [
cannot help pointing out the lovely war
shrines in the Catholic parishes. Mow little

——
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was offered the sorrowing mother who
sought comfort in the more Protestant
parish on week-days. Perhaps she could
stand before a plague on the wall and see her
son’s name printed there, and she could
kneel in a pew and pray for him with her
heart full of sorrow and concern.  (Pravid-
ing, of course, the doors were not locked.)

But how much more comforting it would
have heen if she could have prayed before a
war shrine, lighted a candle before thar first
Sorrowful Mother, and perhaps have knelt
side by side with other mothers who also
sought comfort in their church. It would
not have becn copying Roman customs, It
would have been as natural as mother love.
And, when she left the church, she would
know her little ¢andle flickered there with
other candles lighted by other parents who
were all bearing the same cross.

I feel that bronder instructions would
lead to a happier church life, and would also
tend to prevent the aimless groping, and
perhaps conversion to other faiths, of the
Episcopalian who sceks a more ceremonial
form of worship, unaware that such a form
is available in his own Church. Instruction
would not disturb the routine of the so-called
low churchman wha is content with his own
form of worship, but it would open the
doors to the many who nced something
more.

—With acknowledgments 1o “The Liring
Churel ? ([1.5.A),

THOSE WESTMINSTER ABBEY MONUMENTS—ontinned

developed as a national shrine to house the
mortal remains of all our illustrious fellow-
countrymen in future. It is only a few
hundred yards to the south of the Abbey,
and it could therefore he conveniently
included in the tourist itinerary of West-
minster. The altar should, of course, be
restored, and the building could be used on
stated occasions for memorial services and
requiem Masses. There would be no need
to reinstate the pews.

If 8. John’s were to be urtilised in this way
it would then be possible to rearmnge the
Abbey so as to look more like 2 church, and
o furnish at least some of -its chapels which
are now little better than glorified lumber
rcoms. Instead of being compelled to gaze
on graven images depicting heathen gods and
goddesses, muses and other allegorical beings
~—not to mention a profusion of storied wins
and animated, and often embarrassingly
undraped, busts—worshippers in the Abbey

should, of coutse, be able to focus their eyes
on statues of Qur Lord’s Blessed Mother
and the holy Saints. )

Such 'a prospect may seem remote, and
indeed almost fantastic, as things are at
present ; but it remains a possibility which in
God’s good time must be, and will be, trans-
lated into reality.

F. DarwiN Fox.
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THOSE WESTMINSTER ABBEY MONUMENTS

The trouble with Westminster Abbey is that it is not merely a treasure-house of architecs
tural beauty and of monumental art, or the resting place of our country’s illustrious dead ;
it is, besides, a great spiritual centre—a centre whose significance has increased to a notable
extent during the last few decades. If the Abbey had been nothing more than a Mecca fot
sightseers the dilemma now facing the Dean and Canons would not have arisen ; but it has
arisen, and the witness of the Abbey as a House of God is seriously impaired because its
floor space is cluttered up with a miscellaneous collection of monuments and memorials, the

vast majority of which have been
the. vanity of man.

And so at the present time large sections
of the Abbey are rendered permanently
unusable because of these monuments.
For example, neither of the aisles of the north
transept is usable, and worshippers using
the centre of the transept are denied all
view of the high Altar because of the as-
sembled statesmen, each on his sculptuted
soap-box, who in white marble cluster in
gesticulating groups around the bases of
the picrs.

_Many of the Abbey memorials ate, in
themselves, wotks of art of a high order.
But it must be admitted that few of them
apparently were designed with a view to
their surroundings, for they jostle each other

uncomfurtably and tend to shout each other

down. Furthermore, it may be that the
conrrast of so much Baroque in a Gothic
setting is too violent, Westminster Abbey,
even when its subsequent mutilations have
all been taken into account, remains a
Gothic building in which memorials de-
signed in a different tradition may strike a
false note.  One hestitates to be too didactic
on a matter: 'of this kind, because it is always
foclhardy to generalise. Moreover, when:
visiting cathedrals and churches abroad, the
visiror cannot but be struck by the way in
which Baroque choir-stalls, altar picces and
rood screens fit in with their Gothic sur-
roundings. But we should remember that
thesc fittings were each designed to be placed .
in a particular setting ; they were designed to
contribute to one coherent artistic concep-
tion. However sometimes, for example, a
Baroque alterpiece would simply refuse to
muke friends with its Gothic sarroundings.
Then, as at Chartres, the building itself
had to be interfered with to bring it into
line with the new fittings.

Those of us who wish to see the continued
development ‘of Westminster Abbey as 2
spiritual centre are agreed that there must be a
severe pruning of its monuments ; but how
far should this pruning go? The monuments
which I have in mind are those put in from
roughly 1630 onwards, and they can be
divided into two main categories : (1) those
which have béen built into the walls ; and
{2) those which stand free of the wills.

.

put there not to the greater gIc;ry of God but to appease

In regard to the first group, it should be
remembered that, in order to accommodate
these monuments, large ‘areas of mediaeva
wall arcading and other carved features have
been ruthlessly cut away. Were they, to be
removed, either the original arcading would
have to be renewed—there would be grave
"archaeological objections to this—or the
mutilated walls would have to be left as an
eyesore, Accordingly it would seem that
these built-in memorials would have to
stay ; but even then, some of them are
hardly conducive to a spitit of devotion,
Because of this, it might be possible to hang

“rtapestries over them—at least at times. when

the Abbey is being used for Divine Service.
As to the monuments of the second group,
those which are free-standing, these could be
removed from the Abbey without any
compunction. But where? Would ‘it be
possible to place them in the triforium or in
the cloisters? We do not want the cloisters
"to assume the aspect of a_monumental
mason’s yard ; and these mountains of stone
are far too heavy for the triforium. No,
they will have to be placed elsewhere. At
one time some people favoured a scheme to
build 2 special hall for this purpose on the
site of the old Abbey refectory to the south:
of the cloisters. Apart from the expense of
providing a new building, it is much to be
doubted whether any satisfactory design
could be evolved which ptovided an appro-
priaste and dignified setting for Baroque
statutory and at the same time would be a

. building fitting in_with the other buildings

in the Abbey precincts.

My own solution of the problem is that
the Church of 8. John-the-Evangelist,
Smith Square, now a burnt-out shell which
it is proposed to convert into a diocesan
repository for archives, should be roofed in
and used for the putpose of housing these
superfluous Abbey monuments. S. John’s,
a church designed by Thomas Archer (who
also designed Birmingham Cathedral) is an
outstanding example of English Barogue
architecture, and would in every way be
suitable as a'sctting for the monuments which
I have in mind. It could moreover be

continued at foot of previons page



WILLIAM LAUD, ARCHBISHOP AND MARTYR

On October 7th, 1573, a son, William, was born at Reading to a humble clothier named
Laud. On January 10th, 1645, 72 years later, this same Willlam Laud, now Archbishop of
Canterbury, was beheaded after proteacted legal fpzoccedings that constitute one of the worse
travesties oOf justice that have stained the pages of our history, 1t has been given to few men
to live g life so filled with honours, so ruled by singleness of purpose and high ideals, by
loyalty and a deep belief in the catholic faith of our Anglican Church.  Equally few men
have been so little understood by their contemporaties, so hated and maligned, and finally so
misrepresented by those who subsequently came to write the history of the peried.  Macaulay,
who depicts him as a sort of monster, utteted thereby a fitting epilogue to the centuries of
protestant distortion.  The last decades however have scen a truer appreciation of this remark-
able and saintly man, the man who pethaps more than any other established the shape and
practice of the Anglican Church of to-day, a direct inspiration to the Fathers of the Oxford
Movement, and one of the early Martyrs of cur national Church. In every church in the
realm there stands 2 monument to him, in the form of the altar restored to its rightful and
ancient place at the East end of the sanctuary : a restoration that he brought about almost by
his own unaided determination in the face of obstinate Calvinism. We have much to thank
God for, in his almost unparalleted life of work and reform. Let us then consider and judge
him by his works.

He was an outstanding example of a self-  the bases of sacramental grace and of epis-
made man, of the “ boy who made good,” copacy on which the church rested, but
although that was little admired in the 17th  which the current Puritan trend sought to
century, and he was often taunted by Puritans  eliminate, In young Laud this master found
with not being of noble birth-commensurate  at apt pupil and a diligent one, and further,
with his dignities. He was educated at the one who in matters of doctrine appeared
free borough school at Reading, under a  likely soon to outstrip Buckeridge himself,
“very severe Master” to whom he later  During his examination for the degree of
expressed his gratitude for early discipling, Bacthor of Divinity, Laud so uncom-
In 1589 he matriculated and went up to 8.  promisingly maintained the necessity for
John’s College, Oxford, where he won a  baptism, and the view that without bishops
scholarship for boys from Reading. He there could be no true church, that he was
became a Fellow four years later, and reprimanded by the calvinist-minded Dr.
successively 'a B.A., M.A., and D.ID. His Holland who was presiding. And when
brilliant scﬁoia:ship clearly marked him out  some two years later he was at last the
for a life of learning, and in 1601 he began  occupant 0? the pulpit at the University
his career as a churchman, being made Church of S, Mary’s, his sermon was so
Deacon in January, and Priest threc months  frankly catholic in tone that he was called
later. He then started on a seres of pre-  to account by the "Vice-Chancellor, Dr.
ferments that culminated 32 years later when  Airay, for his so-called * popish » opinions.
be became the spiritual head of the Church  This was in fact his first real doctrinal
of England. A plain list of the appointmems  skirmish with the forces of germanic pro-
will give some idea of his attainments: testantism, and he was fortunate in avoiding
Vicar of Stanford, Vicar of Cuxton, Chaplain  the puhlic recantation that the authorities
to Bishop Neill, President of 8. John’s certainly desired, and that he would doubtless
College, Archdeacon of Huntingdon, Dean  have refused. However, he did not get off

.of Gloucester, Prebendary of Westminster, without having to suffer criticism and some
Bishop of S. David’s, Dean of the Chapel abuse, and Dr. Robert Abbot, brother of the
Royal, Bishop of Bath and Wells, Bishop of  then Archbishop of Canterbury, preached
London, Chancellor of Oxford University, against bhim shortly afterwards for an hour
and Archbishop of Canterbury. from the same pulpit, deriding him and point-

The moulding of Laud’s character can be  ing at him in a manner which, while odious
traced directly from his early schooling under  to us, was not so unusual at that period.
that ‘* severe Mastet ”” at Reading, and from  Laud in fact had already become suspect to
his university education under his tutor, the calvinist and puritan faction then ruling
gohn Buckeridge, who became President of  the universities, and he wrote with rather

. John’s in 1605, This learned man was a tim humout, “ It is almost made a hetesy
stout High Churchman, who during the last for anyone to be scen in my company.”
years of Elizabeth’s reign had been one of Such courage and conviction in a young
the prime movers of the reaction, in the man, in support of unfwopular doctrine,
two great universitics, against the growing  certainly surprised his colleagues and mas-
infiltration of Calvinism into the Anglican  ters, and from this time we may datc the
fold. The movement had sought to stress  fecling of isolation and the undeviating
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determination that were his later characters-
tics. ‘This line of conduct was all the more
unexpected in view of the slovenly and
disordered state of the universities and their
undergraduates and dons, a condition that
was improved only when in duc course
Laud himself was in a position to introcuce
drastic reforms and to bring Oxford back to
something approaching its pre-reformation
discipline. These we will examine later on,
as they throw light on what the actual
conditions of life there must have been when
Laud was an undergraduate.

In 1603, two years after he had been
priested, he became Chaplin to Charles
Blount, and in December of that year per-
formed a ceremony for which he was atter-
wards bittetly penitent, and for which he
ever reproached himself. He married his
patron to the divorced wife of Lord Rich.
This one¢ slip from orthodoxy seems to
have had its effect in giving him the deter-
mination never again to depart from catholic
discipline in such mattets, in spite of the
general laxity of the times, and whatever the
temptation to compromise. In 1608 he
became a D.D., and took his first step into
the larger world when he preached before
the King at Theobalds. He was then aged
35, and was invited to become Chaplain to
Bishop Neill, who viewed him as 2 man of
promise. Three years later his beloved tutor,
Buckeridge, became Bishop of Rochester, and
the office of President of S. John's became
vacant. laud was a willing candidate for
the appointment, and then came up against
the heavy guns of the calvinists for the first
time. Headed by Archbishop Abbot and
Chancellor Ellesmere, the high-lights of the
calvinist faction at Court, a serious attempt
was made to exclude him. However, even
though unwell at the time and absent, he
was elected : whereupon his opponents
maintained that the proceedings were
irregular. King James the First himself
heard the casc and declared the election valid ;
and thus began as association with the
monarchy that was to continue until his
own death.

In stature he was small, with quick piercing
eyes and a rather fussy professorial manner.
He failed to attract men by his personality,
rather he won their grudging admiration,
In addition he was dogged all his life by
petiods of ill-health ; and the fact that in
spite of these handicaps he lived a life of
untiring public service is a tribute to his
force of character and personal courage.
In the troubles that were 1o come to him in
later life this lack of charm, and a certain
un-English directness and dislike of com-
promise served him ill. He was happiest
and most successful in his personal relations

as a University Don, where he was admired
and loved. He failed to understand that
it is not possible to direct a nation, and
especially a nation of individualists like the
English of the Stuart period, in the same way
as one can rtule a college. Clarendon’s

. History states of him:—% He did court
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persons too little, nor cared to make his
designs and purposes appear as candid as
they were, by showing them in any other
dress than their own beauty and roughness,
and did not considet what men said or were
likely to say of him.”” These characteristics
were soon to create great difficulties for the
carnest reformer,

In 1616 he was made Dean of Gloucester,
and before going to take up the position was
received by King James, who gave him
otders to remcdy whatever he should find
amiss. And there was much that he found
wrong, as under the rule of Bishop Miles
Smith extreme calvinist practices were
current. Armed with his authority he sec
about his work, and among the first * reme-
dies * had the Communion Table removed
from the middle of the chancel, where it
had been placed lengthways, and restored
to the site of the ancient High Altar at the
East end. Knowing that he could only
expect opposition, he had exercised his
rights without advising the bishop, who was
deeply offended, as was the puritan section
of the population. This action was a slight
foretaste of his later troubles. When he
had authority and right on his side he seldom
made any attempt to win over by argument
or persuasion those who disagreed with
him. As Decan of Gloucester he accom-
panied the King on a visit to Scotland, and
the climate in church circles may be judged
by the fact that he there gave great offence
by wearing a surplice at a funeral. History
tends to repeat itsclf, and there are those'
among the older of us who can still remember
“surplice ” riots during the late Victorian
years, when the wearing of this now generally
accepred garment was considered as a first
step towards ““ Rome.”” It was on his
second visit to Scotland sixtecn years later,
in 1633, with Charles I, that he even more
cffectually put his foot in the wasps’ nest of
Calvinism,

In 1621 Laud was appointed Bishop of 8.
David’s, and once again he had a brush
with the calvinist Archbishop Abbot. This
worthy had been involved in an accidentat
hemicide, and on these grounds was refused
by Laud as a participant in his consecration,
During this same year he was snmmoned by
the King to take part in a disputation before
the Countess of Buckingham with a Jesuit,
Fr. Percy, known as Master Fisher, as that
lady was about to secede to “ Rome.””  This




he did not prevent, but his discourse at short
notice, and his clarity of thought and
argument werc noted. As one result he
‘deeply impressed her son, George Villiers,,
the personal! friend of James and later of
Charles, and became his confessor and
adviser until his tragic murder by a naval
officer with a grievance many years later.
The basis of his thesis is familiar to us and
now seems‘almost self-evident: but at the
time it was a bold and noteworthy declaray
tion of faith. He refused to acknowledge
the Roman church as the only true Church,
" maintaining that it was onc part only of the
true and Catholic.body. He held fast to the
concept of the catholicity of the Anglican
church, and to the fact that it is itself a
branch of that true Catholic Church, with an
historical continuity ‘and identity from the
time of the Apostles. FHowever he wished
to narrow the scope of dogmatism, and to

allow opinions not neccssary to salvation

to be discussed by authorised opinion, rather
than to be infallibly laid down. In this he
followed the school of thought of Richard
Hooker and Lancelot Andrews, the great
Bishop of Winchester who was still alive
at that time. . .

In 1625 King James died and was
succeeded by his son Chartles, and Laud’s
petiod of real authority began. He had the
complete confidence of the new King, and
was at once bidden to compile a list of
clergy, with indications of their suitability
ot promotion. They were marked O. or P;
(for Orthodox or Puritan), and thus was
taken the first material step to rid the English
Church of subversive presbyterian influcnces.
He was chosen to preach the sermon -before
the second Parliament of the reign, and in it
cmphasised the authotity of the Monarchy
in Church and in State, and this was so little
welcome to a House Jargely composed of
calvinist and puritan adherents that he began
to be regarded as hostile to civil liberty.
In fact the differences that now began to
.make themselves evident berween the
Catholic concept of the Anglican Church

and the growing consciousness of the House -

of Commons in its own power, had been
ptresent ever since the -time of Henry VIIL
‘From that time religion and politics had got
almost inextricably mixed, and few wete
able to distinguish where one ended and
the other began, It was the misfortune of
the period that supporters of the catholic

arty in the English Church, and of the

wiul rights of the saintly King Charles,
were theteby saddled with the views ofy
absolute monarchy that were inherent in
the Royal cause at that time. To separate
on¢ from the other was then unthinkable,
and the confusion in fact persisted righr

through the subsequent” Hanoverian period
and into the early part of the reign of Victoria.
It was only with the gradual growth 'of
toleration in religion and of liberty -in
politics that it was seen that catholic beliefs
and a2 democratic political adherence are”in
no way opposed, and are in fact in some
respects two faces of the same coin,” Thus
it is that from the time of thé¢ Caroline
Divines there was a great arid gap, relieved
only by the evangelical and_dissenting piety
of the 17 hundreds, until just a century ago
the Fathers of the Oxford Movement took
up again the precious thread where it had
been dropped, and delivered into our hands
the Anglican Church with its rightful
treasuse of catholic faith and practice, as
preserved by Laud and his companions in
the crucial days of two centuries carlier.
Within two years Land became Bishop of
London, and again two years later Chancellor
of Oxford University, and at last was able
to undertake reforms that he must have had
in mind for years. He codified the Statutes
of the University, made .public examination
obligatory for Degrees—before it had been
easy to purchase them without this complica-
tion—revised the College system that had
largely lapsed, and enforced religious and
moral discipline and the wearing o?acadcmic
dress. It was a drastic step, but one long
overdue, and it roused great resentment.
Laud’s life was threatened in writing, at
that time a matter not to be disregarded,
but with his usual courage he merely noted
in his diary, **Lord . . . . deliver my soul
from them that hate me.” Later he made
great benefactions to the University.: He
founded the Oxford Printing Press and
procured the Royal patent. He obtained
over thirtcen hundred manuscripts for the
Bodleian Library-and built 2 new wing to
house them. He built a new Quadrangle for
his college, S. John’s. He founded and
endowed a series of new professorships,
among them of Hebrew and Atabic. This
dry little celebate bishop pouted out the
great wealth that came to him from his high
office on learning and charity, He took
steps also to get the churches repaired and
put in ozder, and induced the Privy Council
to urge Justices of the Peace to collect
funds for this purpose in all parishes ; while

- he himself took charge of arrangements for

the restoration of 8. Paul’s Cathedral, the
old building being then in a pitiable condi-
tion. .

In 1633 Archbishop Abbot .died, and, as
if by a sort of rongh justice, Laud was
chosen' to step into his place. This occurred
on August 6th. Two days catrlier he had

“been approached - by an emissary of the
- Pope with the offer of a Cardinal’s hai if he
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would secede, and again on the 17th he was
approached with the same offer. He noted
his refusal in his diary, finding the proposal
unthinkable unless the Roman church were
to altetr its ways in many respects. He now
was able to proceed with a seties of church
reforms that were dear to his heart: altars
were replaced at the East end : bishops were
ordered to restrict ordinations to those who
would undertake the cure of souls (in con-
trast to the Puritan lecturers}: the English
regiments abroad were ordered to use the
1633 Prayer Book. A great effort was made
to bring some order out of the prevailing
confusion and irregularity. He had in mind
the reintroduction of compulsory celibacy
for the clergy, but felt unable then to imple-
ment such a drastic reform, though he
strongly favoured it.

On the civil side of matters the King,
encouraged by Laud, re-issued the “ Declara-
tion of Sports ”’ that had been published by
King James some years before. This time,
however, clergy were ordered to read it out
in their parishes, and those who resisted
were punished. This Declaration aimed at
the abolition of the hated Puritan * Sabbath »
and the restoration of the games and festivi-
ties that had previously been enjoyed on
Sundays. Permission was given for dancing,
archery, leaping, vaulting and similar recrea-
tions, also for May games, Whitsun ales,
and Morris (a corruption of moaorish) dances,
and the sctting up of Maypoles. These must
be indulged m within the parish, however,
and only by those who had previously
attended Anglican worship.

The next year both Canterbury and York
started a series of metropolitan’ visitations.
In the former province Sir Nathaniel Brent,
as Vicar-General, undertook a round of
visits to parishes that lasted over three
years. During these, orders were given
for the repair of dilapidations and the
correction of irregularities in public warship,
especially by the restoration of the J'[on
Table to the East end of the chancel.

The visit of King Charles to Scotland
accompanied by Laud now took place, and
fateful decisions were taken, The Scottish
Bishops advised against the introduction of
the English Prayer Book as desired by
Charles, and so were permitted to compile
their dwn Book and Canons, which were
duly submitted to London for Royal assent
and revision. In 1637 this new Book was
introduced into Scotland, alteady infected
with Calvinism to an extent that had not
taken place in England, and the well-known

riot in 8. Giles, Edinburgh, set off a general -

resistance, leading to an armed rising that
was as unwelcome as it was unexpected.

From this time it should have been evident
to King and Archbishop that means other
than arbitrary direction were their only hope
for maintaining the true Faith in the Two
Kingdoms. However, after the dissolution .
of Parliament, Chatles allowed Convocation
to continue to sit, and in it Laud continued
to put through his admirable but unwelcome
reforms, New Canons were passed, one
declaring that “ the most sacred order of
Kings ” was “ of divine right,” and that
those who opposed them must “ reccive to
themselves damnation.” Thus men judged
that the price to be paid for Laud’s aims in
the Church was absolutism in the State : and
in their minds the two were irrevocably linke:]
and so remained. Thus the fall of the latrer
concept brought down with it, for the time,
the bright hope of the former,

It was almost inevitable that, when
Parliament was again summoned in 1640,
action should be taken against Laud for his
politics, and in December of that year he
was impeached for treason and placed in
confinement. Then was staged over five
yeats a distortion of justice that strongly
calls to mind the case of Cardinal Mindszenty
in our own time. In February, 1641,
Articles of Impeachment were voted against
him and he was placed in the Tower, and
left there without trial. Here from his
window he watched another loyal servant
of the King, Strafford, go to his execution,
and after raising his hand to impart the
blessing, fainted away,  1n 1643 orders were
issucd to seize his papers in the hope of
finding evidence against him, and Prynne
published a doctored version of his private
diary, The following year his trial at last
took place in the House of Lords, but
without even a show of impartiality. Even
so the case seemed almost bound to fail, and
so a petition was got up by his enemics in
London and presented to the Commans :
whercupon the impreachment was dropped
and an Otder of Attainder was prepared and
presented to the Lords, who were, however,
unwilling to pass it. Thercupon the Com-
mons threatened the intervention of the moh,
and the lords gave way to the extent of
admitting that they judged the allegations
true, but not treasonable. They thetefore
refused to pass the Ordinance. At this the
Commons met and proclaimed that it had
the right to declare any crimes it pleased to
be treason, including the acts of which Laud
was accused : and three days later the Lords
passed the Ordinance.

Laud was found guilty, in that he had
“ endeavoured to subvert the fundamental
laws, to alter roligion as by law established,
and to subvert the rights of parliament.”
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The sting was clealy in the tail.  And these = S. John’s College, Oxford, the place that
acts were now declared quite irregularly to  perhaps of all he loved the best.

constitute  * treason,” with the horrible He died just over four years before the
punishment  of hanging, drawing and  yecution of that Royal master whom he
quartering. ' Laud had a pardon from the  hag served so faithfully, the temporal Head
King in 1643 in his posscssion, and presented  of thac Church ro which he had literally given
it. “The Lords were for accepting this, 8 his wholc "life. Their ends were similar,
th:ey were in duty bOI:lnd, but the Commons ;44 their faith and unswerving rectitinde were
rﬁ“'cwd it out of hand. Laud then asked: jjixe At the Restoration of the monarchy,
that the hideous sentence should be com- ipe Martyr King. obtained 2 well deserved
muted to one of beheading. Even this was- . oonicion in the anglican rite: Laud,
rejected by o Commons packed with Putl- y5wever, has remained until recent years
tnns,) but was later agreed to with a bad . whipping-boy, though to him the Church
ghracc. On January 10th, 1645, Laud, at  Gweq probably a greater debt. If in due
the age of 72 years, was beheaded on Tower. oo e the Anglican portion of the Catholic
Hill. " The old genticman bore himself with  ¢Choch has the courage 10 establish for
calm and dignity, even when heckled with o olf the canonical authority for raising
questions  on  religion “durl‘ng _f_\ls last ¢ the altar those Saints and Martyrs who, by
moments. He declared, “1 find in myself  (eir lives and deaths have outstandingly
no offence which glcserves”dcath by the  g.ived their Church, then we may confidently
knc_own laws of the klngdg.)m, and 'protcsted cxpect Charles, King and Martyr, to lead
against charges of wishing to ‘reintroduce (o company of the Blessed, and we -may

popery, declaring himself ever loyal to the hope that William Laud, Archbishop and -

Church of England, for whose then condition "Martyr, will at long last obtain the honour
he cxpresscd his commiscration. He was hc‘ 5o \',vorthil megited. -

buried in All Hallows, Barking, and his body -+ ¢ Ry ) s

. was later removed in 1663 to the chapel 6of . Ricuarp LrovyDp.

RESERVATION .
: II. ' THE PLACE

) By Tue Rev. W. H. BarNarD,

. Friest-in-charge, §. Francis, Hollingwood, Chesterfield

! In the April issue we considered the methods of Reservation from the first Christian era,

and saw that in pre-Nicene times it was undoubtedly in the homes and on the persens of

the faithful under One kind, that of Bread.

" Later, about the 8th century, various methods of “intinction  were tried but found

unsatisfactory, unless the Eastern custom of baking the intincted Host was carried out.
In the Western Church, Reservation under the one kind, of Bread, became the rule,
Now we are to consider the actual :

PLLACE OF RESERVATION . . authority to regulate the Reservation of the
We know already where this was in pre- Biessed Sacrament,
Nicene times.  Clergy, and laity alike kept the “The primitive Church tock Reservation

Blessed Sacrament in their own homes or  for granted. Clergy and laity alike werc on
on their persons, to meet any.cmergency of  the same footing in this respect.
the faithful which might arise. What the C} Sy e
Bven in 3rd century, when Christians had h atbt ¢ Church did insist up?_n was,
been able to acquire special buildings for Ct ¢ absolute duty and right of cvery
their worship, thesc places were too much hmtl?" to recelve his Com:lx:umon in the
subject to-attack by enemics for them to be ,holug © .dcath'f And }gﬂthcrf af cncourage
used as suitable places for Reservation, celebrations of the Eucharist in private
b houses, She allowed, in fact.She preferred,

When " persecutions ended in the early domesiic Reservati h s
4¢h century there was surprisingly little change, ~ $9Mestic Reservation, at hotme or on tae
person, in order to ensure this.

For some 500 years, down to the 9th century, .
there seems to be a complete absence of any - The normal place of Rescrvation then, at

authoritative directions to the clergy as to  this tinde, was the priest’s own house or,

where they are to reserve the Blessed Sacra- - person ; ‘though naturally, as more Church
ment, buildings were erected, these came to be the

It is clear that the clergy did reserve, and  most suitable and recognised place of Reser-
no one told them not to do so. Certainly  vation, cither in the main body of the Church
no case is known of a Bishop claiming or in the Sacristry.
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The Attention of Servers
and all Catholics

IS CALLED TO
THE WORK OF

“The Guild of All Souls”

Founded March 1873

A Devotional Guild for Intercessdry Prayer for
the Dying and for the Repose of the Souls of
Deceased Members and all the Faithful departed.

An Intercession Paper of names of the Departed
is issued Quarterly, and an Anniversary Book,
for perpetual remembrance is issued each year.

Enqguiries from :-
The Rev. The Secretary,
G.A.S. Office,
39, Victoria Street,
WESTMINSTER, S.W.1.
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From about 800 .4.D. onwards, there are
definite instances of Reservation at, on, above,
or near the Altar. It is perhaps significant
that the first record of Reservation at a High
Altar comes from Anglo-Saxon England.
It is mentioned in Aetholwold’s poem on the
Monastery Church at Lindisfarne which was
published in 802 A.D. " The English Church,
all through the Middle. Ages, held on
tenaciously to this practice of Reservation at
the High Altar, despite papal and episcopal

«demands to do otherwise, as we shall see ina’

moment. '

The teason for this somewhat late ure of the
Altar as the place for Reservation was that
the altar itsclf[)was always treated with such
profound respect and reverence that nothing
was allowed to be laid upon it except the
Bread and Cup for the actual celebration of
Mass.

Then again, the Shape of the Almar, a
cube of wood or stone about 3ft. each way,
standing clear of the Church wall, so that
the priest could stand behind the Altar facing
West, did not suggest the Altar as at all a
suitahle place for Resetvation. ’

Sometimes we find the Blessed Sacrament
suspended above the Altar, but this was not
before the 9th century, in the East, and the
11th century in the West.

It was when liturgical and devotional
changes began in the West, as for cxampic,
the reshaping of the old cube altar into its
present form and the Eastward position of
the celebrant at Mass, that changes followed -
naturally as regards Reservation.

Thus .a 9th century Gallican council '
suggested that ““ a Pyx containing the Lord’s
Body, a book of the Gospels, and relics of
the Saints, may (not must} be placed on the
Altar.”

Towards the end of the 10 century, sus-
pension in a hanging Pyx over the High
Altar became a popular method of Reserva-
tion, espcclally in England, and from about
1100 A.DD. this became the normal rule of
the English Church,

In 1215 A.D., what appears to be the
first general official requirement-of Reservation
in Christian history was made. A decree of

the Lateran Council of that ycar required”

““that in all churches 'the Chrism and
Euchatist be kept with strict care under lock
and key ” (and notice why), * in order that
no one may be able to lay hands upon them
for any horrid or evil purtposc.”

The important point tor us to notice is

that the-Church is ordered to be the placey-

" of Reservation for the first time officially,
and that the Blessed Sacrament is to be
locked up.

We can well imagine how the haphazard
state of affairs which had come down from

the early ages of Christianity, with Reserva-
tion in houses, homes of the clergy, carried
about by the laity, clergy and religious in
theit journeyings and daily business (expe-
cially in Celtic countries), had produced all
klncﬁs of irreverences, profanation, super-
stition, and hetesy. No wonder, then, that
Pope Innocent I11, as a very practical Roman
Blshop, otdered the precaution of ““ lock and
key ” to ensure the safe custody of the
+ Blcssed Sacrament reserved.

As to where this cupboard with Iock and
key was to be placed, in an Aumbry in the
wall of the Sanctuary, in the Sacristry, in a
Sacrament house near, the® Altar or in a
Tabernacle, he says nothing,

"It would appear from what happened in
ltaly, and Southem Europe, that an Aumbry
was intended, though its position varied
much from church to church. In the 13th
and 14th centuries the practice of suspending
the Reserved Sacrament was unknown at
Rome and in Italy, but, as we have said,
was the géneral rule in l-‘ngland and Northern
Lurope So"when the order for “ lock and
key ” reached the latter places, the faithful
at once took it to be a hindrance, if not a
stop, to their devotional practices towards
the Blessed Sacrament.  What these were we
shall see next time.

In England cspccmlly, the Blessed Sacra-
ment was a focus and object of the private
prayers of clergy and laity alike, and both .
resisted the order for *lock and key.”
Thete arc any number of Bishops’ and
Synodical decrees which show how almost
& impossible it was in England to replace. the
h'mglng Pyx by an Aumbry.

"A 13th century development in Northern
France regarding Reservation seemed to
offer a hopeful ‘compromise, whercby the
Blessed Sacrament could be kept under
“lock and key,” but in its central positio y on’
(not over) the Altar, namely, in a Tabernacle
as it came to be called. .

In Germany, another way of compromise
was found, which became known as a
“Sacrament house,” which was more or less
the Italian Aumbry set on a pedestal in a-
conspicuous place in the church, usually at -
the entrance to the choir, and with i immense
claborations.

+ A locked grille, instead of a door, was
placed at the opening of these ““ Sacrament
houses.” The Blessed Sacrament itself was
placed in a Monstrance inside the grille with
a light to show it up. Candles wete placed
around the whole structure, so that . the
faithful could still continue those * extra-
liturgical 7 devotions to the Blessed” Sacra-
ment, to- which -they had now long been
accustomed. At the same time, every-.
thing was kept within the letter of hoth
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papal and episcopal dircetions.

But it seems that the hanging Pyx was
never ousted in England by the Aumbry
or by anything else, right up to the time of
the Reformation. In 1549, one of the
demands of the so-called Devonshire rebels,
who objected to Cranmer’s new Book of
Common Prayer, was “ We will have the
Sacrament hang over the High Aluar, as 1t
was wont to be.” ~Despite papal and
oecumenical decrees and the legislation of
English bishops, the English clcrfgy was left

uite unmoved in this matter of aumbries.

-As* Dom Gregory Dix temarks, * The
English clergy were always the English
clergy |

© Even when England and Rome were
reconciled again in Mary’s reign, a hanging
Pyx, and not an Aumbry, or Tabernacle, was
found in most English churches, despite a
decree of Cardinal Pole which said, ** Let
there be made a Tabernacle . . . . with a lock
and key, which shall be fixed in a raised
place in the midst of the Figh Altar, if this
1s at all possible.” The English clergy
decided it was not possible |

To sum up then, we can say, broadly
speaking, that up to the Reformation, and
from about 1215 A.D., the place of Reserva-
tion was more or less as follows :(—

in Italy and Spain it was an Aumbry in
the Church wall. In Germany and the Low
Countries it was a Sacrament Housc at the
choir entrance.

[n the Rhineland and France (except the
North) a Tabernacle was usual ; whilst the
hanging Pyx was the Norman and English
custom of Reservation.

To-day, however, the Tabernacle is the
recognised place of Reservation throughout
the Western Church.  This is because from
practical experience it has been found :—

(a) It provides for the safe custody of the
Blessed Sacrament under “lock and key,”
and at the same time can be a focus for the
faithful to worship and adore their Lord as
of old. Further, being on the altar, it
shows mere plinly the connection between
Holy Communion and the Reserved Sacra-
ment and does not separate the two things
in the minds of the faithful, as an Aumbry
tends to do.

(4) Tt allows the clergy to renew the
Blessed Sacrament easily during Mass,
without the practical difhiculties which an
Aumbry, especially one at a distance from
the Altar, presents.

(r} 1t provides a most convenicnt way
for giving Holy Communion to the faithful
within and outside the Mass. This has been
especially the case since lay communions
increased considerably in the Western Church
after the 16th century.
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In fact the use of the Tabernacle for
Reservation scems to have spread since
about 1600 quite naturally and without any
official decrees. By the year 1863, apart
from half-a-dozen or so exceptions, this had
become the custom everywhere. It was -
then felt safe to make a rule to this effect,
which was done that same year. In con-
clusion, we may observe that when any
English bishops to-day order Reservation
to be in an aumbry only, they are reintroduc-
ing something which is Papal, Italian and
Roman in origin|

In hoth East and West, since 1863 at
least, it has been the custom far the Reserved
elements to be kept #por the Communion
table. Tt is thus a universal and truly
Catholic custom,

And though the 1928 Prayer Book may
suggest that Anglicans are no longer to
observe the custom, yet as Dom Gregory Dix
points out, ** we can remember with pleasurc
that the whole Catholic Church now does,
in this matter of Reservation, something
which is first attested in Christian history at
Lindisfarne (in England) in the ycar 802
AD>
We pray God that, in all Her Church build-
ings, the English Church may scon return
to the practice which She began, that of
reserving the Blessed Sacrament or the High
Altar, the now recognised lawfutl place of
Reservation in Catholic Christendom,

A FAMOUS LONDON CHURCH
RESTORED

On Sunday and Monday, April 8th and
9th, 1 had the great privilege of witnessing
the ceremonies in connection with the re-
opening for public worship of the fine
Church of All Saints’, Notting H:ll, which,
apart from a period of nine weeks in the
summer of 1944, had been closed, on account
of war damage, for overten years. Through-
out this period Mass had been offercd daily
somewhere within the parochial buildings,
but the principal Sunday and festival services
took Exce in the nearby Church of S.
Columb. This has, unfortunatcly, been
closed, on account of redundancy, as from
the end of High Mass on April 8th, and the
patish merged with All Saints. 1 made 8.
Columb’s my spiritual home whenever fire-
guard duties called me away from home
during wartime week-ends, and 1 must
regret that duties in my parish church pre-
vented attendance at its final Fligh Mass,
followed by the T'e Deum.

On arrival at All Saints’ that evening, 1
was struck by the size of the congregation.
Five hundred would be a very conservative
estimate. At 6 p.m. the Sacristry bell
sounded and the parish priest, the Rev.




- occasion are the Psa

F. H. C. Twisaday, vested in the church’s
spléndid white cope, took his position
before the High Altar. All recited the

Faster Angelus, while the bell in the finest

modern church tower in London rang out
once again in honour of our Blessed Lady
after so long a silence.

The rc-opening coincided with the
nineticth anniversary of the conseération of
All Saints’, and Solemn Evensong was of
this feast.. How appropriate for such an

Fms or the 8th evening,

41, 42 and 43, with their implied references

to the two chicf Sacraments of Holy Church! -

The organ has not yet been reinstalled, so a
piano was used for accompaaiment, hut the
plainchant of the psaims was "exquisite.
The two assisfant priests, the Rev. 1. E.
Blunt” and the Rev. ]J. F. Schaufelberger,
read the Lestons. The Office Hymn,
“ Blessed City, heavenly Salem,” was sung
to irs traditional tune, well known to mem-
bers of our Guild as that for our own Hyma.
The Canticles, however, were sung to a
modern setting, To conclude the office, the
appropriate Anthem of Cur Lady was sung.

During the course of his address, Fr.
Twisaday first outlined the story of the
bombing and subscquent rebuilding of the
church. Hec then paid thanks to all who
had made the restoration possible, and
finally called on the faichful to support All
Saints in the future in the same unstinted
mannet in which they had done in the past.

Up to this point, although the Altars and
shrines of the Saints were ablaze with candles,
and although the building was packed with
devout Catholics, there still was felt to be
somerhing lacking. Our Blessed Lord was
not as yet present in His Most Holy Sacra-
ment,

The Sacristry bell rang once more. The
parish pricst, this time accompanied by his
two curates in the vestments of deicon and
sub-deacon, and with fifteen Servers in
attendance, came to the Altar. ‘The pro-
cession left the Church, and went to the
oratory in the Vicarage, whence Qur Lord
was borne in trinmph back to His rightful
home on the High Altar of His Church in
Notting Hill. Meanwhile the congregation,
kneeling in adoration, sang the giorious

“hymn, * Jesus, my Lord, my God, my All,”

to that tunc:beloved also of our fellow-Catho-
lics of the Roman obedience, which reminds
me always of a peal of bells calling the Faith-
ful to worship.

The Most Holy having been, enthroned,
Benediction, began. Immediately after “O
Salutaris” had been sung, the people rose
to their feet, and their great pacan of thanks-
giving and praise rang out in the Solemn
Te Deum. . Their Church had been restored,

and their Lord was once more in the midst
of His flock. Then came the “Tantum ergo,”
and the Benediction itself. As the last
notes of the final Adoremus died away, it
was evident to. all that “ All Saints’” had
indced come home at last.

The following morning, MHigh Mass was
offered at 11.30, for the first time in the
restored building. On this occasion, the
congregation was almost as large as on the
previous evening. Over fifty priests in choir
habit attended, represcntative of nearly all
parts of London. The Bishop- of South-
wark, who at the time of the bombing of
the original church was Bishop of Kensing-
ton, preached a memorable sermon. The -
Mayor of Kensington, present in full regalia,
formally represented the civic authority of
the Borough,

Fr. Twisaday sat in choir for the Mass,
which was celebrated by Fr. Schaufelberger,
with Fr. Blunt as deacon, and Fr. Norman
Wells, of S. Augustine’s, Queen’s Gate, as
sub-deaconr. The cercmonial areangements
were undertaken by priests, under’'the
direction of the Rev. H. W. Heasman, Rector
of Littleton, Middx., as M.C. 1 was happy
to see the Chaplain-General of our own
Guild, Fr. Jarrctt, serving as an acolyte.

An interesting feature of this Mass was the
Pax, which was transmitted to every pricst
present, whether in the choir proper or in
the body of the church : a solemn and beauti-
ful formality.

On both days also, the Benedictions were
particularly moving. We 2ll hope and pray
that ** All Saints” ” will continue to flourish
in the future as she did in the past, and
that never again will her doors he closed or

‘the stream of worship and adoration at her

" Altars be interrupted.

" P. E. GILKES.

CHURCH OF S5S5. MICHAEL AND
‘GEORGE, FULWELL, TEDDINGTON

“ A PAGEANT OF EVENSONG 7 wilt
be presented by the children of the Catechism
at 4 p.m. on Sunday, June 3rd, 1952, to ke
followed by Procession and  Adoration,
Member of G.8.S. and ‘other societies arc
cordially invited. The Church is two
minutes’ walk from Fulwell Station (Southern

- Region Shepperton Branch) and two minutes’
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from Fulwell crolley bus depor (routes 601
and 667). ' B

EASTERN AREA CHAPTERS
. FESTIVAL
At BELY CATHEDRAL on Saturnay,
JuNE 97H, at 6 p.m. Preacher: The Right
Reverend .the .Lord Bishop of Ely. oo



PIONEER CATHOLIC CHURCHES

S, MARY THE VIRGIN, PIMLICO

The Church of §. Mary the Virgin, Pimlico, stands in an area of small houses in that
part of Westminster which lics hetween Sloane Sauarc and the Pimlico Road. Externally

it is unimpressive, but immediately one opens the

golden Altar that dominates the interior.

S. Mary’s was for many years known as

S. Mary’s, Gtaham Street. Many jocularly
pronounced the word Graham to rhyme with
Farm, the name of a stteet in Mayfuir con-
taining a noted Jesuit church, But the
L.C.C. changed the name of our street to
Graham Terrace, and we then gave our-
gelves the name of the district,  The church
has only a small parish, and most of those
who worship there ¢ome from other parts
of London.
In one of the last articles which he wrote
for the S. Mary’s Quarterly Review, Father
Humphrey Whitby, Vicar from 1916-48,
said of the church, “Its decoration is
renaissance, its ceremonial is ¢ Western,” that
is to say, it follows the rules of thc Latin
Rite. But it is very far from the truth to
suggest that we are mete imitators of Rome.”
Futther on in the article he explained that
the “ Interim Rite ” set forth in the Anglican
Missal was the ‘use” at §. Mary’s, and that
this consisted of the words ot the Prayer
Book of 1662, arranged in the order of that
of 1549, and enriched with the Preparation,
the Fraction, and the ancient Propers.

For many years it has been taughrt ar §,
Mary’s that Communion may be received
in one kind or bhoth, at the discretion of the
communicant.

It is unlikely that many readers would be
interested in a detailed history of our church.
Suffice to say that in the days of Qucen
Victoria the parish was carved out of that
of §. Paul’s, Knightsbridge. One should,
however, mention some well known priests
who have served on the staff. Fr. Howell
came first and later on there were Fr. Hankey,
Fr. Wilfrid Knox, and Fr. Maurice Child,
Amongst laymen the greatest figures have
been Viscount Malifax, that doughty fighter
for reunion with Rome, for many years a
churchwarden, and his son, the present Lord
Halifax, a trustee of the church. The late
Duke of Argyll headed the list of sidesmen
for a considerable time.

But 1 am a server, writing for servers,
who will like to know some of the intimate
details of work in the Sanctuary. Well, as
Fr. Whitby said, our use is Western, and we
adhere pretty closely to the directions given
by Fortescue in his ‘ Ceremonies of the
Roman Rite.” Some adaptation to suit the
church and an BEnglish service of of course
necessary, and we hzve a few customs of

oor the eye is caught by the magnificent

our own. For example, the thurifer at
High Mass, when not otherwise engaged,
stands on the Gospel side, and not with the
acolytes at the crédence.  This gives a more
balanced appearance to the sanctuary, and
avoids crowding. Again, we furnish the
suh-dencon with a stand for the book from
which he sings the Epistle. This is brought
in by the thurifer during the Collects, and
later transferred by No. 2 acolyte to the
place at which the Gospe! is sung.

S. Mary’s has something of a reputation,
of which we are naturally proud, and we try
very hard to keep a high standard of serving.
We take patticular pains with the little details
of position, posture, and movement, and
know that certain ceremonies such as the
Kiss of Peace must be carried out perfectly
if the effect is to be good. 1t is always
stressed that team work is essential to good
serving, and if M.C., thurifer, and the two
acolytes work together in harmony, any
little slip by one member will be corrected
by another and be unnoticcable. It is of
course to be desired that cach server should
know the duties of all the other members
of the team, and be ready to act as M.C,,
thurifer, or acolyte at a moment’s notice.
In practice, however, some * specialisation
is Inevitable, For cxample, some servers
seem to be bogn thurifers, while others cannot
master the are,

We always wear black cassocks and plain

.cottas,
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Careful tehearsals are beld, and particular
pains taken with the ceremonics of Holy
Week. We consider those of Good Friday
to be the most difficult, while Holy Saturday
is more exacting. However, one of the
¢ high lights ’ In the year is the joyful moment
when the celebhrant sings Gloria, the organ
peals forth, and we ring every bell that we
can lay hands upon.

It is a custom of the church that at the
Corpus Christi procession the canopy over
the Sanctissimum is carried by six gentlemen
in full evening dress with decorations.

Fortunately at 8, Mary’s there is plenty
of space ‘ behind the scenes '—a good-sized
sacristy, priests’ vestry, and servers’ vestry.
The choir is quite separate, and the members
of it are grouped round the organist in the
organ loft at the west end of the church.
The music is of a high standard.




Many of the ornaments of the church ate
magnificent. Chief amongst them is the
figure of our Lady of Perpetual Succour.
Vestments fco are very fine. We are
particularly prond of the rose set, used on
what we call Pink Sundays (Advent jii’and
Lent 'iv). -Thesé are embroidered with
silver. ‘

Fr. Whitby used to say that the church
looked best at"a requiem. Maybe this is
true. Certainly the black vestments and the
tall yellow candles on the High Alear give a
" certain austere majesty to the Sanctuary.

. Bishop Vibert Jackson.

Guild Office, some 250 robed Scrvers, with
the Warden and visiting priests and Bishop
Vibert Jackson, vested in copes, proceeded
from the church into the open and returned
again to the incense laden cdifice for the
Solemn Devotions to the Blessed Sacrament
which was’ the crowning act of worship of
the Festival. The Guild was privileged
indeed to have as preacher of the sermon
His address was

outspoken and  deeply interesting, being

-based on the theme of Unity as desired by

On Mid-Lent Sunday, 1947, the Bishop of”
London assisted pontifically at' High Mass, |

and preached the sermon,

) This was a great
occasion for 8. Mary’s.

The last time that.

the Bishop of the Diocese had visited the .

church was when Dr. Winnington-Ingram
came to the Diamond Jubilee Festival in 1934,

For over a quarter of a century Mr.
Charles Claye has produced for S. Mary’s
* The joyous pageant of the Holy Nativity ’
before Christmas. This invariably draws
packed houses to the Chelsea Empire, where
several presentations are given,
the Queen attended one three years ago.
There are parts-for many of the children of
the parish, and one of our present 'servers
remembers the time when he was a little
black boy in attendance on one of the Kings.

The present Vicar is the Rev. F. E. P, S.
Langton, who came to us from Holy Re-

Her Majesty -

Our Blessed Lord and as recérded in S,
John 17, v 21." 1t was necessary, he said,
that we in our part of the Catholic Church
should first be united as one body, hefore
the greater unity of all Catholics could be
secured. Once out own unity was achieved

‘there would inevitably be less of the dif-

ferences hetween our own and the other
parts of the Church. The healing process

-should begin within ourselves first, and

should spread. outwards. This seemed to
be the great lesson of Easter—the power
was shown us and we ought to use every
effort to reach unity in ourselves, so that
unity with the rest might flow from it

-Only when this had been accomplished

decmer, Clerkenwell, to succeed Fr. Whithy

in 1948, . :
1 conclude this article with the words
engraved over the High Altar:
‘ET REGNI EIUS NON ERIT FINIS.’
A. G. B. Bucnanan,

THE EASTER FESTIVAL AT

S. PETER’S, LONDON DOCKS

This year, instead of the Guild approaching
an incumbent for . permission to. hold our
Festival .scrvices at his church, we were

could Christ’s plan for His Church on Eatth
be fully carried out,

After the service some 300 members and
friends adjourned to the Wainright Hall for
tea. Here the local people had catered well
for this -influx of guests, and once again

" many personal contacts were made between

fortunate to receive from Fr. ). B. M. Fox,: -

our Warden, an invitation to come down to
his famous church at London, Docks. .. With

Servers who had come to the Festival from

distant parts of the country, and many friend- |

ships were renewed.  One may say that this
was one of the most moving and well
arranged Festivals of the Guild that members
have heen privileged to attend, and our

thanks arc duc especially to the Warden for -

the excellence of the arrangements.

THE ASPERGES

- The cetemony of the sprinkling of the

. congregation with Holy water before the

its long tradition of catholic worship and”

mission-work, no motc suwitable church
could have been found. Thus it was that
on Saturday, Apri] 7th, more than 150 scrvers
with their fricnds assisted at the magnificent
High Mass at noon. The Guild Choir,
under the direction of Bro, A. F. Treadwell,
" sang the Missa de Angelis with the Propers
in a most reverent and competent manner,
accompanied by the organ and by’ somewhat
dramatic thunderstorm that passed over the
district during the Mass. In the afternoon,
however, the traditional fine weather that
S. Peter’s secms to enjoy for its outdeor
processions held good, and after singing the

\
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“duting the Mass.
-the holy water should actually touch every
person as the whole body of the faithful

principal Mass on Sundays called “ The
Asperges 7 dates certainly from the ninth
century and probably very much earlier,
The word “ Asperges” comes from the
opening word in the Letin of the verse of
Psalm 50 recited by the priest or sung by
the choir. In*Eastertide a special antiphon
is used instead of Psalm 50 to mark the
scason. This sprinkling is to remind us
of our Baptism when we were sanctified and

“purified from sin, and is intended to drive

away all distractions which might assail us
It is not -necessary that



FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR
CHURCHMANSHIP SERIOUSLY

THE CHURCH UNION exists to further and defend the Catholic
Faith in the Anglican Communion. Since the days of the Trac-
tarians it has beecn the only effective safeguard against attacks
from within and without, and membership is urged upon all who
believe that the Catholic tradition represents the true mind of
the Church of England.

THE CHURCH UNION works through elected committees and
a smal] headquarters staff. The General Council elected by diocesan
committees i$ the governing body whose work is carried out
by the Executive Committee. The Catholic Group organises the
sympathetic vote in the councils of the Church. The Theclogical,
Legal, and Patronage Committees are composed of members with
specialised knowledge. The Church Literature Association pub-
lishes books, filmstrips, and tracts upon a considerable scale.
The Church Social Action Committee arouses interest in social
matters. The Pilgrimage Committee arranges pilgrimages to holy
places. The Fiery Cross Committee links together churches
and communities engaged in prayer for the conversion of England,
The Council of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comprising
- the superiors of the men’s religious communities and the Church
Union organises the campaign during the octave January 18th
to 25th each year. The Overseas Department assists priests and
others in the mission field. The Church Observer (3d. monthly,
4/- post free annually) is the monthly newspaper ; and the Fiery
Cross Inset (5/- per hundred) is the parish magazine inset with
definite Catholic teaching.

Members pay an annual minimum subscription of 2/6 and take
part in this work, Members are normally attached to branches
which organise festivals, special services, and meetings of every
description.  They 'have a direct voice in the policy of the
Union through the diocesan committees elected from branch
members.

THE CHURCH UNION

Lorp Hauirax House, 6, Hype PARK GaTe, LonpoN, S.W.7.

Telephone—' Telvgrams—
WESTeERN 3531 (2 Lines) ANGCATHCON, SOUTHKENS, LONDON




assembled together are blessed, and all
receive the blessing even though the holy
water may not reach each individual. The
use of holy water goes back possibly to
Apostolic times and thete is a tradition that
S. Matthew recommended it to attract
Jewish convetts by using a rite familiat to
them. Among the Jews the sprinkling of
the people, the sacrifices, the sacred vessels,
etc. was enjoined in the Mosaic Law and
there was also the occasion of the sprinkling
of the blood of the Covenant on Altar and
people. The first authentic reference ' to
the Asperges is contained in the Pontifical
. of Serapion of the fourth century and the
ptrayer used then, * that those who drank it
or were sprinkled with it might be delivered
 from infirmity of body and from the assaults
of evil,” is very similar to the form used
to-day. It is somewhat strange that, in the
. recovery of Catholic customs, the ceremonial
use of blessed water hag not been more
geherally revived, especially in view of the
traditionil English love of cleanliness. The
Commissioners of the Royal Commission on
Church Discipline in 1904 stated that its
restoration had made such little “headway
thar it rarely figured in Protestant indict-
ments ; and even now, almost fifty yeats
afterwards, the restoration of this ceremony
is very far from being general. A notorious
Pratestant agitator once complained ‘that
he had been technically “ assaulted by the
sprinkling of holy water, but he obtain no
legal redress!
as this sprinkling found extensions of its
usc, . When S, Mellitus lefr Rome to join
S. Augustine, he was enjoined by Pope
Gregory not to destroy the heathen temples
in Britain but to turn them to Christian use,
and he was given ditections for their purifica-
tion by the sprinkling of holy water. Its
use was not restricted to the clergy or the
precincts of a church, and Axchbishop
“ Theodore subsequently enjoined that house-
holders might sprinkle their dwellings with
holy water as often as they wished. But
this is -now normally confined to Holy
Saturday. Holy water is used by a priest
in the blessing of a house, and it is used in
the blessing of nearly everything that | the
" Church wishes to use or sanctify. After
the Solemn’ Absolution at a Requicm, the
friends and relatives of the deceased can, if
they desite, sprinkle the hier in the manner
which is a common practice abroad, and fot
which the holy water small pail or ** vat”
and sprinkler are normally left by the bier,
The Sarum  Cetemoniale enjoins that the
congregation shall be asperged on Holy
Saturday upon the return of the procession
from blessing the font. Holy water is also
presented tc a bishop when “ solemnly

received,” who thereupon asperges those
near him. The blessing and aspersion of .
water though much fallen into disuse in the
English Church are still legal, having never
formally: been abolished, and holy water
vessels are hnown to have remained in
churches as late as the sixth year of Edward
V1, four yéars after the date fientioned in
the ornaments rubric. Also hundreds of
mediaeval holy water stoups: can still be
seen in our parish churches. It seems some-
what inconsistent to delay.the full restoration
of their very ancient ceremony which is as
much a part of our Catholic heritage as the
many other things that have been recovered.

The “ Catholic Herald ” reports an in-
teresting  discovery found in a Breviary,
dated about 1470, which belonged to
Arlingham Church and is now in Salishury
Cathedral Libeary. It consists of an antiphon
and the first verse of the Miserere in [inglish,
in ordinary plainchant notation and evidently
intended for public use. Its antiphon
““Remember your pronmise made in your baptism,
and Christ’s  merciful blosdshedding. By the

© which most boly sprinkling of all your sins yow

A ceremony so significant

interpretative.

have free pardon,” which as will be seen is an.
adapration of the Asperges, was apparently
used by a fifteenth century congregation in
the place of the usual Latin, Bishop Frere
wrote, ¥ The ancient use of holy water is'
It has a quasi-sacramental
character as the sign of an inward effect, and
even when there are no words, yet the idea.
is plainly conveyed. The watcr is the sign

"-of hallowing and the use of it has the nature

_June 2np.
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of an acted prayer or exorcism or blessing.””

W. H. MokwLry.

'S, JUSTUS CHAPTER

THE ANNUAL FESTIVAL will be held
at Holy Trinity, Lamorbey, on SATurDAY
Arrangements are as follows -

3,30—5.30 p.m. Social Gathering and Tea
in the Vicarage Garden (rea 1/6, by ticket
only). ’

6 p.m. Solemn Guild Office, Sermon and
Procession.  Preacher : Rev, Fr. R. M., Ware,.
Secretary of the Guild of All Souls.  Offering,
for Candidates for Qrdination Fund. All
Servers and friends are cordially invited.

All Servers will vest in the School., The

.Church is one minute’s walk from Sidcup

Station,

Further particulars from C. K. E. Parker,
8, Woods Villas, Goldsel Road, Swanley,
Kent, :
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NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

S. BARNABAS, CARDIFF
Extracts from the Annual Report:—
The Chapter began the year with a mem-

bership of 117 members and six Priest
associates.

During the year the Rev. Father D). Rees,
of 8. Aldan’s, Cadouxton, Barry, has been
admitted to the Chapter as a Priest associate,
and Father Gruffydd Jones, of Llansannor,
Cowbridge, Glam., and Father R, Holtam,
of Penarth, formerly of Merthyr, both of
whom desired to be attached to Chapter, are
Priest associates.

Fourteen Servers have been admitted to
the Chapter as Probationers and thirteen
to full membership,

The membership at Easter, 1951, is 115
and nine Priest associates.

The Guild Office has heen sung on 14
occasions duting the vear; 11 Chapter
meetings have been held and the Executive
Committee has met five times. .

On July 1st, 1950, over 100 Servers and
friends travelled by coach from Cardiff,
Barry and Pontvpridd to Hereford, the
Chapter having been invited by the Rev.
Prebendary Chance to sing the Office at All
Saints’, Hereford. A vote of thanks was
passed to him and the ladies of All Saints
for their welcome and hospitality, and Father
Chance responded and extended an inviration
to us to come again. After tea the Servers
assembled in Church and sang the Office at
which the Chaplain, Canon Foster, officiated.

Afterwards most of the party visited the
Cathedral.

The Festival of Corpus Christi was ob-
served by the Chapter at 8. Samson’s,
Grangetown, Cardiff, on Saturday, July
10th, with a High Mass at 11.30 a.m. and the
singing of the Guild Office followed by a
Procession and Devotions at 4 p.m.

The Festival of Christtias was obscrved
by the Chapter at S. German’s, Roath,
Cardiff, on 8. Stephen’s Day, with a High
Mass at 11 a.m. at which the sermon was
preached by Father Lloyd Richards, of
S. Anne’s, Roath,

Through the kindness of the Chaplain,
Canon Foster, two cantors’ copes  were
purchased and were worn for the first time
at the Chapter Office in November, 1950,
The Chapter thanked Father Foster for his
help in ohtaining these.

A cheque was sent Bro. Edden for £18 8s.
from the Chapter for the Candidates Ordina-
tion Fund.

This Report cannot close without an

“expression of a decp sense of gratitude to

our Chaplain, Canon Foster, for all that he is
doing to help in our work, and alse to the
Priests-assoctate who at all times are ready
to help in arranging our services. .

S. WERBURGH, STOCKPORT

Annual Report for 1950

This vear has been one of quiet progress
rather than of any spectacular development
or event. Meetings were held monthly,
except for August and December ; in addi-
tion some members were able to attend 2
Requiem Mass on November 11th and a2 Mass
on December 30th, both at S. Peter’s,  Other
Churches visited were 8. Alban (twice),
S. Augustine and S. Thomas in Stockport ;
S. Mark, Bredbury ; S. Thomas, Hyde; S.
Martin, Maiple; also two new places—S.
George, New Mills, in June, and 8. Philip,
Alderlecy Edge, in September. This last
was 1 joint meeting with the Chapter of the
Nativity of our Lord, Crewe, and was so
successful that it has becn dectded to repeat
it on June 23rd, 1951. It was a pleasure to
see our oldest member, Canon A. N. Claye,
at Alderley Edge.

Attendance of members at the ten meetings
varied between 10 and 25, besides visitors.
The average attendance was 19 compared
with 20 for 1949, but this drop caa safely
l;gqlalamed on the unseasonable weather of

Seven new membets have joined as
Probationers, four from Romiley, two from
Bredbury, and one from Hyde. Three
memhers were removed from membership, -
with the sanction of the Council, because
of non-attendance. Five members resigned,
including two from Fernilee, where there bas
been no effuctive membership for the past
two yeats, ’

The Rev, H. P. Berkeley and the Rev.
F. Lord left ro take livings in other dioceses.
Four Priests-associate were welcomed to the
Chapter duting the year, the Rev. J. S. E.
Harris, Rev. ]J. O. Knowles, Rev, J. M.
McTear and the Rev. T..L. Weatherhead.
The membership of the Chapter now stands
at 73, an increase of onc on a year ago.
Eleven are Priests-associate. Three mem-
bers are away at Religious Houses ; they arce
Brothers Sydney Barratt at Mirfield, James
Mellors at Kelham and James Turner at the
Brotherhood of 8. Paul, near Richmond,
Yorkshire. .




Afrcr being Chaplain for nine ycaré,
including most of the war period, the Rev.
N. McGee relinquished ¢his office upon his

.removal to Qughtrington and his place has

been taken by the Rev. J. 8. Leather, Vicar
of 8. Thomas, Hyde. "Fr, Leather is no
stranger to the post, for he held it from
1933-36, The Secretary is grateful to him
for his help and co-operation, and also to
Bro. H, E. Potter fof his continued secretarial
assistance.  The new Secretary 1s Bro. C. A,
M. Walker, “ Mawidslay,” Arden Park,

Bredbury, near Stockport, Cheshire.

S. MARY MAGDALENE, :

- WEST BROMWICH
Our BEaster Festival Service was held on
Monday, the 2nd April, 1951, at S. George’s
Church, The Green, Darlaston.  The
preacher should have been Father Paton-

Jones, Vicar of Dresden, a former and

popular Vicar of S. George’s, but owing to
illness he could not he present. We were
however, fortunate in obtaining the services

Chaplain of the adjoining Chapter of The
Holy Nativity, Solemn Benediction of the:
Blessed Sacrament and Te Deum in thanks-
giving for blessings during 25 years hrought
the service toaclose. A social gathering was
held afterwards in S. Anne’s Flall, and mes=
sages of good wishes were exhanged between
the Chapter and its first Chaplain, Canon
Ll W. Bevan, a former Viear of All Saints’,

“Babbacumbe, now in retirement at Taunton;
fwho did much to further the work of the
»Guild and Chapter from 1925 to-1933.

-+ The second event was a Jubilee Dinner,

held at the Trecarn Hotel, Babbacombe, o
January 22nd, 1951, attended by about 90,
Servers and their friends, including some
fromh- the Chapter of the Holy Nativity..
The principal guest was the Rev. Dr. Trevor
Talland, of the University of Exeter, and a
great fricnd of the Guild, who in an apt and
amusing speech proposed the toast of the,
Chapter, to. which the Chaplain suitably
replied. He said it gave him great pleasure
to be present at such a gathering and to be
associated with so many who, with him, had-

of the Rev, Father Timms, Vicar of Lower ~been responsible for the farmation of the

Gornal (S. James’s), through the effurts of
the Chaplain, Father Woolley.

~There were about 60 Servers present, six
Priests; and a large ‘congregation, and the
Setvers are to he commended on the efficient

way in ‘which they rendered the Office.

© After the service, refreshments were
served to the visicors in S. George’s Institute
by the S. GGeorge’s Mothers’ Union. We
were happy to be asked that another visit
be paid to the “ Green Church 2 as soon as
possible, We shn‘ll look forward ta it.

S. JOHN BAPTIST,. TORQUAY

© In 1925 Servers from churches in Torquay
and the Torbay arca joined the G.8.S., and a
Chapter was formed under the patronage of
S.. John Baptist. The inaugural meceting
was held on June 24th, and the Chapter met
for its first Guild Office in the parish ‘of All -
Saints’, Babbacombe, T
The Silver Jubilee of- the Chapter’s
foundation has been marked by two cut-,
standing events. On June 23rd, 1950 (Bve
of 8, John Baptist’s Day) the Guild Office
was solemnly sung.in All Saints’ Church,
Babbacombe, the Officient being the Chap-
lain, the Rev. C. L. Wright, Priest-in-charge
of 8. Martin’s, Barton, and one of the
original band of Servers who joined in 1925.
The Cantors were Bros. Chatles and Walter
Downey, who similarly were original mem-
bers and have been Cantors at practically
every Guild Office since. An  excellent
sermon on *“ 25 Years " was preached by the
Rev. W. A. F. Westall, Vicar of Shaldon and
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.and ceremonial.
always to keep these things in their true

* 8. Stephen’s, Norbury.
-our visits to this fine church, and on this"

Chapter 25 years ago. Another guest was
the Rev. H. ). Hawkins (Chaplain' of the
Chapter from 1934 to 1946, and a former
Vicar of All Saints’, Babbacombe), who on
behalf of the Brothers and Priests-associate’
of the Chapter presented a wristlet watch
to Bro. Charles Downey, Chapter Secretary
since 1925. The dinner was followed by a
social and dance.

The full influence of thé Chapter aver 25

~years can be known only to God, but

certainly many Servers have been brought
by it to a love of the Sacraments, to penance,
and to a right application of Catholic order
The Chapter has striven

perspective, and tried to avoid fussiness and
* spikiness.” At least six of its membcrs
have been ordained. Deo gratia.

THE EPIPHANY, CROYDON

Our first Guild service of the year was the
Christmas High Mass of the Chapter, which
was sung on 3. Stephen’s Day. Fr. P. V.
Bruckin, the Vicar of S. Aadrew’s, Croydon,
kindly permitted the use of his church, of
which our Councillor, Bro. Harry Moore, is
Sacristan. His son, Bro. Michael Mooree,
acted as organist.

The next occasion to note was the Feast
of Tirle Office, held on January 10th at
We always enjoy

occasion the Vicar, Fr. Willmington, was
good enough te give the address before the
procession.



Our Candlemass Eve Office was again held
at Holy Innocents, Norwood, and was as
remarkable for the fine sermon preached by
the Vicar, Fr. Ingram Hill (our former
Chaplain), as for the impressive cerzmonial
of the Blessing and Distribution of Candles
and the subsequent candle-light procession
through the darkened church. The Carol
for a Guild Office thar appeared in the last
January number of the Magazine was sung
to the tune *“ Evelyns ” as one of the pro-
cessional hymmns.

The March office was held at 8. Augus-
tine’s, South Croydon, and was followed

by our Chapter Annual General Meeting,

for which the Vicar, Fr. E. E. Moore, was
kind enough to place the Church Hall at
our disposal. At the clection of officers,
Fr. Harold Willis was again appointed
Chaplain, and Bro. Geoffrey Ellis Secretary
to the Chapter.

Perhaps the most successful Office we
have held recently took place in April at
S. Michael and All Angels, Croydon, the
well known church by Pearson that forms
such a dignified setting for ceremonial.
Four Pricsts, fifty-eight Brothers and a
congregation of some fifty friends attended,
and heard an impressive sermon by the new
Vicar of this church, Fr. C. C. L. Buckwell.
The celebrant at this, and at the other Offices,

was our Chaplain, Fr. Willis, wearing the

G.8.5. gold cope which is used for Festal
Offices of this Chapter.

The past year has been a nut unsuceessful
one . for this Chapter. Our membership
increased by eight, and now stands at 12
Pricsts-associate and 142 brothers. The
contribution to the C.O.F, Fund also rose by
several pounds, and this year reached £27,

Our sincere thanks arc once more due to
the local incumbents who continue to
support and extend their hospitality to our
Charter.

S. JUSTUS, SWANLEY, KENT

- The Guild Office was sung by this Chapter
at S. Andrew’s, Orpington, on Saturday,
February 17th, at 8 p.m., and this was
followed immediately by the Annual General
Meeting, at which 30 members were present,

The chair was taken by Fr. Towler, the
Chaphin. The Minutes of the last Annual
.General Meeting were read and confirmed,
and the Financial Starement which was then
tread showed a halance in hand of £3 11s. 244,

We then passed on to the business of
elections, and, as Fr. Towler did not seek
re-appointment, Fr. Topley, Assistant Priest
of S. Francis’, Petrs Wood, was elecred
Chaplain. Before voting on  the other
appointments, members  expressed  their
decp gratitude o Fr, Towler for his work

-
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for the Chapter in the past. Bro. Parker
was then re-clected Secretary and Treasurer,
and the Chapter Committee was re-clected
en bloc. ‘

The Secretary announced the arrange-
ments for the Anaual Festival at Haly
Trinity, Lamorbey, and stated that £13
had been sent to the C.O.F. for the past year,
the largest sum thar this Chaprer has col-
lected so far.  He asked members to make
cfforts to improve on this amount during
the present year, and to subscribe as liberally
as possible, It was further suggested that
each church in the Chapter should have a
C.O.F. box in the vestry, and that thc
Committee might consider holding a Sale
of Werk for this Fund.

OUR LADY AND S. HUGH,
LEIGHTON BUZZARD

A PILGRIMAGY to Al Saints’ Church,
Leighton Buzzard, will take place on
Sarurpay, JuLy 7tn, in honour of Our
Lady.

High Mass 11 am.

Pilgrim prayers followed by Address, 2.15

Procession of Our Lady, 3.15 pm,

followed by Devotions.

Sulemn Evensung, 5 p.m.

Leighton Buzzard is a delightful old market
town within easy access of lLondon, the
Home Counties and the Midlands. Tt is
situated on the main railway line from
Euston to Rugby and it is within three miles
of the Watling Sr. (A5). It is an ideal venue
for 2 Summer Quting. The church is a
lovely 13th century building of considerable
size, where the fuil catholic faith is taughr
and practised.

The Vieatage grounds will h: open for
those who wish-to have a piznic lench, and
cups of tea will be provided. Those who
want something more substantial will find
good restanrants in the town.

Servers of this Chapter will offer a warm
welcome to any Brothers who are able to
attend,

A. Krywortn, Hon, Sec.

CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION
FUND-—coutinued

A. J. TarnaLy, Codrington College,
Barbados,

T artived here on January 24th, and have
settled down very well.  We had a wonder-
ful time ar Easter and the preceding Holy
Week. We were in Retreat from Compline
on Tuesday till breakfast on Saturday. I
have nttcncﬁ:d two meetings of the Chapter
in Bridgetown. ‘Thank you for the cheque
enclosed with your letrer, 1 apFrcciatc it
very much and it will be very usetul . . . .




CANDIDATES FOR  ORDINATION FUND

The C.O.F. goes on from strength to
strength, and has forty- five ordinands to
assist this year. We should like to say to all
Chapters : * Thank you very much for all
your prayers and material help.” Extracts
from a few of the letters from the ordinands,
printed in this issue, will show how much
they appreciate your cftorts.

We wish especially to express our ap te-
ciation of the-fine effort of the Chapter of All
Souls, Canterbury, who once ‘again have
donated the round sum of one hundred
pounds to the C.O.F. How they manage
this is a secret few shate, but we are indeed
grateful.

Following the Easter Festival at 8. Petet’s,

London Docks, the cncouraging sum of
£11 2s. 8d. was credited to our Fund,

The follox;ving are the figures to date :—
Income total for the half-year to 31/3/51:

Balance B/F 1949/50..... 6

Ex P.OSB. Aje, ... 0
Donations, Collccnons,' ‘Sub- }

scriptions, efc. 489 14 9

- £768 10 3

£ s d

Gifts to Ordinands .. v o 500 °0 0
‘Donations to C.R., Z.M. A -

N.G.M. L3800

Replaced P.0.S.B. 120 0 0

Petry Cash Aje. . 2670 0

Printing Magazincs, ete. .. 1516 0

Balance at Bank... 68 14 3

£768 10 3

The quual Account, P.O.S.B., now has
£270 towards next year’s cxpcnscs

R. A, W. Eppen,

214/51. - Secretiry C.OF.

EXTRACTS FROM SOME OF THE
LETTERS FROM ORDINANDS

S. M. Hinp, King’s College, London.
Thank you for the cheque which I received
this morning ..., Iam indeed most grateful
for the Cryer Bursary award, which hclps
,me a great deal, Life and work at Kln
College are most intercsting and enjoyab c,
and 1 think that I can say I am progressing
favourably . . .. Atthe end of last term

in a short interview with the Dean I was.
told that my tutor was very satisfied with,

- the work T had done for him and with my

‘general progress . .

e

D BrownN, A. Andrew’s Bush Btothcrhood
House, Biloela, Queensland.

Thank you wvery much for your litrer
together with its enclosed cheque.” Again
I am working in the Brotherhood arca and
have to do a good deal of travelling, conse-
quently it is difficult for letrers to catch up
with me.. Have you any Bush Brothers to
send to us? We are desperately short of

priests . ., . The Bishop has sent me out
during m fy long vacation to hold services
and sec if I can keep the congrezations in

the many different centres together. The
work Is interesting but exhausting—some-

times 1 hold four services and travel a

hundred or so miles in a Sunday. The work
also includes the Aboriginal Settlement which
is miles into the Bush , .

‘o

S. B. Pennig, S. Augustmcs Collcge
Kurhasi.

1 write to give an account of this yeat’s
Holy Week and Easter. The Rector and all
the Students were invited by the Sisters of
the Order of the Holy Paraclete at Mampong,
thirty-six miles away, to spend these days
with them. The Students were housed in
S. Bride’s, and the Rector at the house of the
Chaplain who is at. present on leave. The
scrvices of the season were all carried out
with the Students forming the choir and
assisting at the altar. I being the man in
charge of singing in the College, had to act
as Cantor all through- the services . . . .

C. Sawyeg, S. Paul’s College, Grahamstown.

“The pressure of work gets higger as we
get through thc vear. | am always in-
terested in the “ Server” . . . .'and when 1
have read it, it gocs to other members of
the College hvmg in the same house . . .-.
1 have cvery hope’of being ordained Deacon
in June of next year, and then coming back
here to finish my studies . My Bishop is

-anxious- that 1 should be 1blc to start work
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as soon as possible. I have a job waiting
for me, and 1 can assure you that my two
years at S. Paul’s cannot go. too. quickly,
Many thanks for all your kindness and my
good w1shes to the G 3.8, .

rantmuarl at foor qf previons page
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SCOTTISH CHURCH. The Gospel was
first preached in Scotland by 8. Ninian, 8.
Kentigern, and S. Columba, and their work,
in spite of much persecution and, in later
ages, of Protestant bigotry, is still carried
on by our brethren over the Border. The
Scottish Church may be in a minority in
thelt country but is it not the minority which
is the most virile and zealous? ‘They have
no official status as we have in England which
is probably to their advantage. This is no
place for a long description of this valiant
church ; our Guild is proud to be affiliated
to its opposite number, the Scottish Guild
of Servers. :

SEAL OF THE CONFESSIONAL.

This is the obligation of keeping absolutely
sectet all knowledge gained through sacra-
mental confession. It rests on the natural
law which binds us to keep sccrets com-
municated in confidence, and on the eccle-
siastical law which forbids, under the most
severe penaltics, any revelation of sins con-
fessed sacramentally.  What a priest hears in
Confession, he hears not as a man, but as one
who stands in God’s place. He must not
by word or lock, or change of conduct
remind the penitent himself of anything he
has heard, much less convey that knowledge
to others.

SECULAR CLERGY. Thistermappears
to have been applied to the clergy of all
ranks, since the 12th century, who are not
bound by vows or a monastic rule of life.

SEDILIA. The seats in the sanctuary or
choir occupied by the celebrant and the
ministers of the Mass.

SEMINARY. A school or college for the
training of young men destined for the
priesthood. At most universities there are
Faculties of Theology providing a course of
study lasting three years, but -the final
preparation for the Sacred Ministry is spent
at a Theological College.

SEPTUAGESIMA. The third Sunday be-
fore Lent or seventy days before the Feast
of Laster.

SEPTUAGINT. The name given to the
first Greck translation of the Old Testament
made at Alexandria about. B.C. 286-284 by
seventy translatots,

-

'SHROUD, THE HOLY.
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SERVERS ALPHABET

SEQUENCE. A rhythm sometimes sung
between the Epistle and Gospel. At first,
the sequence was mercly a prolongation of
the last note of the Alleluia after the Gradual,
Some mediacval Missals have Sequences for
every Feast and Sunday but in the 16th
century revision of the Missal, only four were
retained—those of Easter, Pentacost, Cotpus
Christi, and in Masses for the Dead.

SEXAGESIMA. (See Septﬁﬂgcsimﬁ.) The
second Sunday before Lent, or approximately
sixty days before Easter.

The *clean
linen cloth * in which Our Lord was wrapped
before He was laid in the tomb (S. Macthew
xxvii, 59). It is said to be still preserved at
Turin where its history can be traced back to
the year 1360, '

SHROVETIDE. The week preceding Ash
Wednesday-—the time for °shrift’ or con-
fession. '

SIGN OF THE CROSS. ‘God forbid
that 1 should glory, save in the Cross of our
Lotd Jesus Christ,” says S. Paul (Galatians
vi, 14). Since the very earliest days of our
Holy Faith, Christians have used the holy
sign to remind them of their profession and
to bless their actions. Tertullian writes,
‘.. . . whatever it is which occupies us, we
matk the forehead with the sign of the
CLOSS . . ..

SPONSORS. Persons who, according to
the ancient practice of the church, assigt at
the solemn administration of Holy Baptism,
to make profession of the Christian Faith in
the name of those to be baptised. Tt is the
duty of Sponsors ot Godparents to see that
the child they sponsor is brought up in the
Christian  Faith and to see that it learns
* the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten
Commandments.’

SPOON. Tt is still the practice in some
laces to use a spoon for measuring and
ﬁ:tting fall into the chalice a few drops of
water before the Offertory, In the Eastern
trite a spoon is used to communicate the
laity. ‘The. priest takes a particle of the
Host, which has been placed in the Chalice,
and administers it to the communicant,




. Review

“Am I a Real Catholic?” by RonaLp
. 'Baron (Coelian Press, Loughlinstown,
. Eire, price 6d.—9d. post free).

Whether we approve of. the so-called
* Anglican Papalists ” or not, it must be
admitted that their position is logical, and
that this position, as set forth by Fr. Baron,
is, as Archbishop Lang pointed out, quite
compatible with Anglican formularies. This
pamphlet, then, should be tead and pondered
over by everybody claiming to be a Catholic
—and this includes owr Roman friends.
Anglican Orders were pronounced invalid
by Pope Leo XIII in “ Apostolicae Curae “;
but it is fair to point out at the same time
that Pope Clement XIV suppressed the
Jesuits in 1773, using almost identical terms
in the Brief then issued. - An * infallible *
pronouncement, of course, ceases to be
infallible if based on false or insufficient

premises. However that may be, it is most
desirable to view a matter of this kind from
the Roman as well as the Anglican angle.
We Catholics in community with Canterbury

‘are apt to ignore the uncomfortable fact

that the Church of England as a whole by
fio means witnesses uncomptromisingly to
the Faith. It is our own faults-in this.
direction which constitute one of the chiel
stumbling blocks to Catholic reunion. We
wish that Fr. Baron could have said as much
in the present pamphlet.

Fr. Hamilton Maughan contributes an
interesting appendix dealing with the * form
and intention ” of the Anglican Ordinal
which, according to the Roman controversia-
lists, is defective. But if it is defective,

‘recent historical research has demonstrated

that the Church would have lost her Orders
in the sub-Apostolic era.

“ QuipNunc.”

e

OBITUARY

DOUGLAS HOME, who died on
December 7th, was a Server at Mirfield
Parish Church, and was admitted
into the Guild in 1932, He was
regular in attending Chapter meetings
and his quiet personality will be sadly
missed by the membets of the Chapter
of 8. Paulinus. May his soul rest
in peace.

SAMUEL ARTHERTON. By the
death of Bro. Samuel Atherton the
Chapter of S. Mellitus (London) has
lost its oldest. member, both in age
and service. He had been chapter
organist since its foundation and had
been organist of S. Silas, Pentonville,
and 8. John’s, Kensal-Green. Hewas -
particularly glad to be welcomed back
at S, Silas when the new organ was
opened. Maay will remember him
as the weekday organist at 5. Mary le
Strand and, although beyond the age
of ninety and with impaired sight he

‘ ministered unto the Lord’ like his -
great  namesake with great devotion
vatil theend, May he rest in peace.

G.M.A.
.'z‘

SPARE COPIES OF ‘ THE SERVER'’

‘A few spare copies of the following dates
may be obtained from the Editor, free of
charge, if a stamp is sent for postage :—
January and June 1949, April, July and
October 1930, January and April 1951,

ARTICLES FOR

' /(g‘zw CSeruer’

SHOULD BE SENT
TO THE EDITOR

THE SCHOOL HOUSE,
EAST CLANDON,
SURREY
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Vestments

EXPERTLY MADE
LARGE STOCKS
or MATERIALS in Great Variety
for Making.

258/260, Vauxhall Bridge Road,

"Phone
victoria \ VICTORIA s.w.1.
3932 ' Ask for Lists.
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Devotional Books
Servers’ Manuals
‘Cassocks and Surplices
Albs and Cottas |
Sanctuary Requisites
~Candles - - |

Incense and Charcoal
PRICE LISTS bN APPLICATION”
*

28 MARGARET STREET, OXFORD CIRCUS,
LonDoN, W.1.

HiGH STREET, OXFORD. . 5, ALBION PLACE, LEEDS, 1. ..
39 CANNON STREET, BIRMINGHAM 2. '
44 BRAZENNOSE STREET, MANCHESTER 2.
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