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Reverend Fathers, Brothers and Sisters 

 

In this edition we feature our COF candidates so you can 

Learn about them their progress and get to know a little 

about them. 

 

As I grow older, I am sure that I must one of those who, with all good 

intentions, seem to spend more and more time saying ‘it was not done in 

that way when I was a lad’! I am sure many of you can identify with this. 

It is not that we are against change and progress it is just that we are happy 

in our own little comfort zone.    

 

Flipping through a parish magazine recently I came across a local 

publication written by an incumbent for the amusement of his flock. The 

title of the booklet was, “Tales from Great Grumbling on the Green”, 

unfortunately there was not a sample of its contents in the magazine. 

However, I immediately thought that most parishes and church groups 

could produce a book just like this using the experiences in their own 

parishes. How many trips home are filled with grumbling or bickering, 

rather than pleasant reminiscing on the miracle of the Mass we have just 

attended? Does anyone wish to start a feature called “Serving in Great 

Grumbling on the Green”? But seriously we have to look at ourselves and 

ask, do we grumble too much, are we looking inwards too much, are we 

holding things back?” 

 

Life is good and we are here to love and serve our fellow human beings, I 

am totally convinced that God forgives all our mistakes and errors, 

omissions and calamities. We just have to remember that we are charged at 

the end of each service to “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord”.  

 

Amen 

 
Peter 

From the Editors’ Desk 
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Members:  Katherine Elizabeth Green, Christopher Waight, Leevon Soki, David 

Ashley, Joseph Harry Prorok, Scott Francis Rosenbereg, Fr. Stuart Howes, Dr. 

Russell Jonathan David Taylor, Mr Roger Stanley Morgan, Penelop Buncombe,  

From Australia: Hugh Constantine Kabengele, Mr Peter Graham Lemin, Mr 

Gregory John Sobey. 

 

Priest Associate: Fr. Stuart Howes, Fr John Moore 

 

Faithful Departed: John Eyles, Derrick Silver, Henry Heath, Clive Abbott, 

Roy Robin, Canon Cavell Cavell-Northan, John Cock, Kenneth Kightly, 

Diane Bowles, Fr. Stanley Evans, Sylvia Jacob, Fr. Michael Brain, Ian Day, 

 

 

 

 

 

Henry Heath died on Saturday 25th January aged 

100. He was a member of the Chapter of S. Oswald  

and served in S. Chad’s, Shrewsbury where his 

funeral was held on 8th February. He had recently 

broken his hip and was in Telford hospital. He came through the operation but 

was weak and the operation took its toll. He was discharged back to Swan Hill 

House and was in his room when he just slipped away with a crucifix in his 

hands. He was a son, husband and uncle; pharmacist, soldier, pioneer in food 

science and technology; an active member of his community and church.  

 

John Eyers was a life-time server and member of the Guild. He served for 

over 72 years in various parishes and also in the RAF. For the last 20 years he 

served at Christ Church, Frome, regularly training new servers. His Requiem 

took place here on the 18th February, attended by many members of the 

congregation as well as fellow servers from across the (now Chapter in 

Abeyance) the Chapter of S. Julian.  

 

Fr. Michael Charles Brain died on 7th March aged 81. Fr. Michael was our 

last Chaplain General a position he filled for many years. Fr. Brain took over  

The Chantry Book 
 

The Directory 
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as the Chaplain General at the AGM 1995 from Fr. Treadwell. He was born at 

Mickleton in Gloucestershire where he was taught and came to know and love 

the catholic faith as a boy. Educated at Chipping Campden Grammar School 

and at Culham College where he trained as Schoolmaster. He taught for 12 

years in a secondary school and as head of a house in a large comprehensive 

school. In 1968 trained at Lichfield College for the priesthood, was deaconed 

in 1970 and priested in 1971. He worked in the Lichfield Diocese until 1977 

before moving to S. Edmund, Dudley where worked for over 18 years. From 

1974 - 1976 he was chaplain to the S. Oswald Chapter in Shrewsbury and in 

1978 chaplain of the Wednesbury Chapter of S. Mary Magdalene. 

He was also a Priest Associate of Walsingham and in 1979 lead pilgrimages 

to the Holy Land with Inter-Church Travel. 

 

  

 

           Singing the Te Deum 

A journey from layman to the Sacred Priesthood by Fr. 

Blair Radford, Assistant Curate, S. Paul the Apostle, Monk Bretton 

 

I wanted to write this piece for two reasons. Firstly, to give a public thank 

you to all those members of the GSS who have supported me through the 

COF, during my training and Diaconal year in ministry and secondly to 

encourage all Chapters to seek out men, young and old, who may have a 

vocation to the sacred Priesthood to explore that vocation to ordination. 

 

Not that I wish to deprive the Guild of a valuable resource, but without 

priests we cannot fulfill the role that you, the membership, play serving in 

the drama and magisterium of the Mass.  This great commitment sits well 

alongside the aims of the Guild, in the words of our Grand Councillor 

Terry Doughty, ‘to be able to meet, worship, share fellowship together and 

to support each other,’ in our unique way within the Catholic tradition. 

 

Singing the Te Deum, may seem a strange title, but the words seem, to me, 

to sum up what the Guild is all about.  Praise through the Mass, with 

prayer and thanks given to God in our Office and when we meet together. 

It is an ethos, drawn from prayer and what it reflects on the Guild, that has  

 

CoF Candidates we support 
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never left me and now in ordained ministry, continues to hold me in good 

stead. 

 

The Guild played a pivotal role in the formation of my vocation to the 

priesthood.  The help and support I received from my chapter of S. Godric 

of Finchale, all the General Council, the COF and especially our Warden, 

Fr. Darren and his predecessor Fr. Moore. The way all of whom have 

played their roles in my preparation, by way of advice and encouragement 

and being lifted up in prayer for the priesthood is unmeasurable. The 

friendships that I have formed in the Guild, will I know be long lasting and 

I have been very lucky to have met so many kind and generous people 

along the way. 

 

In joining the Guild, I was able to meet with other servers, learn more 

about the joy of serving the Mass, attending the Guild Office and having 

that feeling of belonging. Not just in the sense of being a member of one of 

the oldest Catholic Societies in the Church of England but to a group of 

committed Christian’s seeking to live their vocation to God and the church 

militant through their service at the Altar. 

 

By regular attendance at the Guild Office with my chapter, I was able to 

see different church’s in Yorkshire and the North East that I would not 

have normally been able to visit and with the encouragement of my 

chapter then attend the Festivals of the Guild at Easter and autumn and to 

gain a solid understanding of the role of the Catholic movement in the CoE 

at grass roots level. Through Alan, our then chapter secretary and Roland 

Robbins; secretary of the neighbouring Chapter of S. Benet Biscop & S. 

Oswin, I grew in confidence with serving, learned how to chant the Office 

and enjoyed the odd joke and pint or two along the way! These things are 

all part of the very important foundation that would, in turn, enabled me to 

pass through the selection process and then Bishops Advisory Panel to 

start training for the priesthood, then through three years at St. Stephen’s 

House and into my title as a Deacon and now Priest in Holy Orders. 

 

The financial support from COF, while in Seminary was vital. It allowed 

me to buy the books I needed building up a much-needed library for post 

training use in ministry.  The support also, it must be said, towards the end 

of each term, made the difference between being able to go and have 

supper after attending Evensong at one of the Oxford colleges, there was  
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no supper on a Sunday at college and many a time I thanked the Guild at 

Evensong for what I was about to receive afterwards.  Most importantly 

the COF linked me to the Guild, still being able to attend festivals and 

events in the vacations between terms and sometimes during, as a result of 

the bond that develops being supported in this way. It has been and is a 

privilege to know Colin Squires, who is the administrator of the fund. 

Colin and Gail, his wife, were at both my ordination and was a source of 

great pride and joy for me, as was the attendance of members of my 

chapter, chaplain and priest associate Fr. Christopher Collins. Their 

prayers and all of yours, really did keep me going in some of the more 

challenging times. 

 

The support the fund gives is invaluable and really does make a difference 

to their lives while training. Do please keep supporting the fund for this 

reason. 

 

Left: At my first Mass 

 

I now look forward, with some sadness it has 

to be said, to becoming an associate of the 

Guild rather than a full member and I hope to 

encourage others in the Barnsley berretta belt 

to join and support the Guild, lay or ordained, 

and to be involved with this great institution, 

as I hope I will, for many years to come. As I 

started so I finish, thank you to each and every 

one reading this who has supported me, you 

continue to be in my prayers as I have been in 

yours. Please keep seeking out and encouraging men who might have a 

vocation to the priesthood to join us, there is no better way of preparation 

than through the experience and support of the Guild.  

 

Deo Gratias!  

 

Fr Blair Radford 
 

Right: S. Cuthbert’s Festival  2019 
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My very first association with the GSS in a position of 

leadership role was as Chaplain to the Candidates for 

Ordination fund. It was decided by the Warden and 

Councillors that as well as providing financial support to those who benefit 

from our fund, the candidates also needed some extra support and my 

appointment coincided with Colin Squires’ appointment as treasurer of the 

COF. This role for me fitted so neatly with my work at the Additional 

Curates Society and indeed many of those who were supported by GSS had 

already been in contact with me through the annual vocations conference.   

At this point in this special edition of The Server magazine, where we are 

going to be focussing on those who receive grants from us, I feel it important 

to pay tribute to the outstanding work that Colin undertakes on behalf of us 

all in not only carefully managing and administering the numbers and the 

money for the COF fund but also the efficient way in which he contacts and 

corresponds with all those enquiring about a grant as well as those receiving 

grants.  We are also very lucky to have Colin in this role. 

The COF was founded in 1904 to assist members of the Guild and over the 

years ordinary members from up and down the country have shown amazing 

generosity in sending regular donations to the fund, which enables us to be 

even more generous to those in training by providing them with grants 

during their time at college.  In this edition you are going to be able to read a 

short report from those who presently receive grants from us and I am 

pleased to announce that the numbers have increased considerably recently. 

I cannot over emphasise how proud I am of the GSS and the ways in which 

we are looking after those in training. On their behalf can I thank everyone 

who has contributed recently or in the past, to the COF.  You will hear in the 

reports just what a vital life line this is to those in training. Can I also 

encourage you, whether it be as individuals or as local Chapters, to think 

seriously about ways in which you can support financially the work of COF.  

Those in training are the next generation of priests, the very ones who will be 

running out churches in the future, and hopefully encourage membership of 

the GSS. 

 

The Wardens Words 
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Of course, our support of these individuals is not just financial, but it is also 

spiritual and prayerful. Colin and I always try and attend ordinations where it 

is possible and now you know the names and something about the 

individuals who are receiving grants, then please do keep them in your 

prayers.  Finally, if there is any member of GSS currently going through 

selection for ordination then do get in touch with me or Colin and we can 

send to you an application for a grant. 

With my prayers and best wishes. 

                    Administrators report. 

 

I was encouraged to take on this role nearly 10 years ago, and I thoroughly 

enjoy my time as Administrator of the Candidates for Ordination Fund and 

Honorary Councillor. The first few years were very quiet as we only had 

only a few candidates to support, and 2 years ago were down to only 2. 

However this last 12 months has seen a real increase in applications which 

is great news, but they have to be paid for.  

Due to the declining membership, donations from Chapters and individuals 

only amounted to just over £1,500 in 2019, whereas in 2012 donations of 

approx. £4,500 were received. Grants in 2012 of £7,500 were paid out, but 

in 2019 £9,000 was paid out and in 2020 this figure is likely to be in the 

region of £13,000. Fortunately a few years ago, the Guild acted on advice 

given and invested its money in a variety of different accounts, which are 

currently paying a reasonable interest, otherwise we would not be able to 

continue being as generous to our candidates. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank Nigel Makepeace for all his hard work over so many 

years in managing the Guilds accounts. Candidates currently receive £1,500 

per year whilst in full time training, then subject to available funds receive 

one off payments when deaconed and again when priested.  

We would therefore encourage individuals or Chapters to consider making 

donations to the Candidates for Ordination Fund, so that the good work of 

training ordinands for the sacred priesthood in our tradition may continue.  

With all good wishes 

Colin 
Colin Squires – Candidates for Ordination Fund Administrator.   
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SS. Osmund and Swithun. In November we held our Annual Requiem at 

S. Katherine’s, Southbourne. Bournemouth. Fr. Kevin Cable, the parish 

priest, celebrated. In December we met for an evening Advent Meditation 

in S. Ambrose’s, Westbourne, Bournemouth. This featured a Mass 

followed by a period of silent prayer ending with saying the Guild Office. 

Also, during December, the Chapter and friends met for a social evening in 

a local hostelry.  
 

S. Godric of Finchale County Durham. We held our first 2020 chapter 

meeting which was followed by our AGM on the 20th January at S. Mary 

Magdalene, Millfield, Sunderland. It is Fr. Beresford’s parish and servers, 

of which three are guild members, welcomed us. The parish kindly 

provided a Christmas cake and refreshments. The office was sung with Fr. 

Collins, our chaplain, cantoring it was relaxing and rewarding after the 

pomp and ceremony of Christmas and Epiphany. This was followed by our 

AGM where a full complement of officers was appointed including a new 

treasurer. It had previously been agreed that after the AGM we would all 

participate in the arranging of the year’s programme. Jim our secretary 

organised this and we now have a full year of meetings. We have two 

highlights this year our Lady of Walsingham is coming to Durham 

Cathedral on the 24th October and our Forward in Faith Mass for the 

Translation of S. Cuthbert’s Relics takes place on the 5th September also in 

Durham Cathedral. The chapter is very grateful for the support of the 

priests associates in our chapter particularly Fr Collins our chaplain he is a 

rock. Our thanks to Fr Beresford and the parish for making us so welcome. 

 

S. Joseph of Arimathea, Portsmouth. We held our delayed February 

meeting in early March at S. George’s Waterlooville. Here we said he 

Office, held our AGM where all post holders were returned and renewed 

our Guild Promises. We also enjoyed a small buffet, planned 2020 and 

ended with Compline.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Chapters 
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Little Titch 
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July 
 

1          Diocese of Chelmsford. 

2          Provincial Group 13 Essex. Cllr Keith Lloyd. 

3          Thomas the Apostle For those who have not seen but believe. 

4          13/4 The Ascension, South Essex. 

5          Trinity 4 Let us be sustained by your continual presence. 

6          13/8 S. Andrew, West Essex. 

7          Provincial Group 14 Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge.  

8          For the healing of divided families. 

9          Diocese of Ely. 

10        Royal National Mission to Deep Sea Fisherman. All Port Missioners. 

11        S. Benedict. For all monastic communities. 

12        Trinity 5 Sea Sunday. Remember our seafarers, families and friends. 

13        The College of S. Barnabas, Lingfield. 

14         For all who suffer in mind, body or spirit, we lift them up in prayer. 

15         S. Swithun Bishop of Winchester c862. Let us celebrate Christian 

Simplicity and holiness. 

16         Diocese of S. Edmundsbury and Ipswich. 

17         14/22 S. Felix & S. Fursey. Bury St. Edmunds. 

18         14/45 S. Edmund King and Martyr, Ipswich. 

19         Trinity 6 For the needs of the world. 

20         For Walsingham and all places of pilgrimage. 

21         14/49 S. Etheldreda, Cambridge. 

22         S. Mary Magdalene. May we proclaim His Resurrection. 

23         Diocese of Peterborough. 

24         Diocese of Norwich. 

25         James the Apostle. For all who work for the relief of others. 

26         Trinity 7 For all relief agencies. 

27         14/230 S. Laurence, North West Norfolk. 

28         14/234 All Saints, Great Yarmouth. 

29         Mary, Martha & Lazarus. Companions of Our Lord. 

30         All guild members who are unwell we lift them up in prayer. 

31         All hospital chaplains and voluntary chaplaincy visitors. 

 

Cycle of Prayer 
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August    
 

 

 1          Provincial Group 15 Warwickshire, Northamptonshire, 

Leicestershire. Grand Cllr Terry Doughty. 

 2          Trinity 8 For all who suffer for the sake of truth. 

 3          Diocese of Leicester. 

 4          15/29 S, Chad, Coventry, Nuneaton, Rugby. 

 5          15/43 S. Dubritius, Leamington Spa. 

 6          The Transfiguration. Give us the knowledge of Your Glory. 

 7          Diocese of Coventry. 

 8          15/91 St. John the Divine, Leicester. 

 9          Trinity 9 May we know the benefits of holidays. 

 10         All those with difficult and life changing decisions to make. 

 11         15/102 St Luke, Wellingborough, Kettering. 

 12         The Chapter members in the Pro Cathedral, Malta. 

 13         For the lonely and unloved. 

 14         S. Tarcissus. Patron Saint of Servers and defender of the Blessed 

Sacrament. 

 15         Assumption of the B.V.M. Give honour to Our Lady. 

 16         Trinity 10 We pray for all lay readers and eucharistic ministers. 

 17          Provincial Group 16 Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire. Secretary 

General Cllr Chris Barnett. 

 18         Diocese of Derby. 

 19         For all chapters on abeyance. 

 20         William and Catherine Booth. The Salvation Army. 

 21         We give thanks for the joy and support of Our Faith. 

 22          Diocese of Southwell and Nottingham. 

 23         Trinity 11 We pray for Forward in Faith. 

 24         Bartholomew The Apostle. The Church Union. 

 25         16/58 The Good Shepherd. Derby. 

26          16/118 S.S. Michael & Andrew. Stafford, N. Staffs, S.E. 

Cheshire, Crewe. 

27          16/134 Our Lady & S. Jerome. Nottingham,Derby. 

28          S. Augustine of Hippo. For all religious communities. 

29          The beheading of John the Baptist. 

30          Trinity 12 For all preparing for higher education. 

31          16/187 S.Wystan, Burton on Trent. 
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September 
 

1          Provincial Group 17 Birmingham, Hereford, Worcs. Cllr D Jones. 

2          The New School Year. 

3          Diocese of Hereford. 

4          17/109 Mary Magdalen, Wednesbury. 

5          17/119 S. Michael & All Angels, Stourbridge. 

6          Trinity 13 For all bereaved and those alone. Give them strength. 

7          17/127 S. Oswald, Shrewsbury. 

8          17/140 S. Christopher, Cannock. 

9           17/159 S. Peter Ad Vincula. 

10         Diocese of Lichfield. 

11         Diocese of Worcester. 

12         17/162 The purification of the B.V.M. Telford. 

13         Trinity 14. Fed by the sacrament make us strong in Your service. 

14         Holy Cross Day. For justice and peace. 

15         Provincial Group 23 Redditch Cllr Philip Jarvis. 

16         Diocese of Birmingham. 

17         23/186 St Wulfstan, Redditch. 

18         Diocese of Europe. 

19         For all looking for work, give them hope and encouragement. 

20         Trinity 15 For all hospices, patients and staff. 

21         S. Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist. 

22         All past members of the Guild. 

23         The congregations from where we come. 

24         For the homeless and the work of shelter. 

25         We give thanks for all bellringers. 

26         William Carlile, founder of the Church Army. 

27         Trinity 16 The Harvest. The fruits of human hands. 

28         We pray for the needs of the world. 

29         S. Michael and All Angels. May they watch over us. 

30         Jerome. Translator and scriptures. British and Foreign Bible Society. 

 
 

 

Corrections, omissions and suggestions to:  Angela Mc Mullen,                                                   

46 Field House Road,  Humberston, Grimsby, DN36 4UJ.                                               

Tel: (01472) 210596  sizzlebeth04@gmail.com 
 

 

 

mailto:sizzlebeth04@gmail.com
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Saturday    

Scottish Guild of Servers Festival and AGM 

 

12 noon solemn Concelebrated Mass  

2.30 pm Guild Office, Procession and Benediction.                  

Lunch will be available, details later. 

 
 

The Guild Diary 
 

Guild Autumn Festival  

Saturday 10th October 12 Noon Solemn Concelebrated 

Mass , followed by lunch in the hall. 2.30pm Guild Office 

Procession & Benediction at The Collegiate and Parish 

Church of St. Mary de Castro, Castle Street Leicester, LE1 

5WN  

Advance Notice 9th, 10th and 11th October 2021                

Guild Retreat Weekend and Autumn Festival at 

Walsingham. Places are limited and so early booking 

advised with your deposit. Please contact the Secretary 

General and include £50 per booking single or double. 

Further details to follow. 
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Fr. Matteo Zambon 

I would like to first express our deep gratitude to the GSS and all its 

members for the generous help it provides to ordinands. The peace of mind 

that the grants provide, especially to families who often struggle to meet 

ends meet whilst in fulltime residential training, cannot be over stated. 

My name is Matteo and I have been sent from the Parish of S. Barnabas, 

Old Heath, Colchester, to study in preparation for ordination at the College 

of The Resurrection, Mirfield, in West Yorkshire. I live within the 

Community grounds together 

with my wife Heather and my 

two daughters: Arabella (3) 

and Rosa (2). 

The College has long been 

attached to the monastic 

community of the Community 

of the Resurrection, having 

been built by the community 

within its grounds. As such 

the college is immersed in the 

praying of the Daily Office 

and daily celebration of the Holy Mass. In our worship and life we try to 

live in community with our brother ordinands in what is known as ‘the 

common life”, in which we serve and care for each other’s needs through 

the serving of food, caring for the college environment and those visiting 

us, and serving at the altar during the divine liturgy.  

Our day begins with Matins at 0730, and is followed by an optional Mass. 

We then head to the refectory in silence to eat breakfast after which the 

greater silence is broken and lectures commence.  

Alongside the classical theological disciplines of systematics and study of 

Holy Scripture, Mirfield has a strong focus on practical placements a 

number of which take place in some of the most deprived parishes in the 

North or in sector placements such as S. George’s Crypt, Leeds, a homeless  

 

CoF Candidates we support 
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shelter that has been providing aid to those struggling in the City wherein I 

have been blessed to be placed. 

Midday Office and Mass are provided with the community for those 

students that wish to attend, and after the following communal lunch we 

head back to studies before gathering with the community for sung 

Evensong every night. After dinner we have time to unwind in the common 

room before heading to Compline with the community or privately if we so 

wish. 

Life at Mirfield is a joy and challenge in equal measure as we are formed 

into the deacons and priests that God has called us to be and we try to allow 

ourselves to be shaped into the self-giving service Christ requires of us… 

we just try not to struggle too much as we’re swept along by His will… 

Again I would like to express my heartfelt thanks for the support the GSS 

has provided in aid that goes towards study costs, but also in allowing for 

travel to specialist hospitals in London from Yorkshire to provide care for 

my wife’s chronic illness, the attendance at which would not be possible 

without the generous aid of the GSS. 

The Guild remains ever in my prayers. 

 

 

 

Fr. Andrew Bailey 

From hearing the BAP result, I had just over 3months to prepare for 

theological college, I will admit it was an emotional task. Firstly, I gave 

notice to my employer Hotel Chocolat and started preparing my team for 

my departure and transition of the manager to replace me. This I found to 

be the most emotionally challenging, to leave a Job that I had known for 

over 5years, and to leave a team that felt like family.  

Then came the purchasing of items I would need, such as an up to date 

laptop, NRSV anglicised with Apocrypha Bible and a new cassock (which 

was a kind gift from the congregation of St Philips Tottenham). I was 

desperately trying to make sure I had everything I needed, but the college 

was very helpful with this, giving us guidance on what we needed to do in  
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preparation to arriving and list of items we would need whilst at college, so 

in many ways it was a process of going through a checklist. At the time I 

was renting a room in London, which meant I had to pack everything I did 

not need into storage at my mother’s house, she also kindly volunteered to 

help me move my belongings to Oxford as well.  

I came to college with limited expectations of 

what might be ahead but did foresee a lot of hard 

study and daily offices. I am not a gifted singer, 

so was a surprise and challenge to lead chanted 

evensong for a week in my first term, and to sing 

both readings on a Sunday mass. Whilst daunting 

this was a great experience and the college does 

support us with training and a singing coach 

once a term. If you had asked me 6 months ago if 

I would be singing readings or leading a sung 

office, I would not have never anticipated it.  

The picture above was taken at S. Stephens Christmas Dinner. 

I knew that in the summer we would be doing a month placement, but upon 

arrival at college, I discovered we also do term-time placements. For this 

year, I was assigned to Merton College Chapel for placement, I would do a 

mix of serving, writing intercessions, preaching and attending formal 

dinners to have opportunities to talk about faith with students at Merton. 

This has been a privilege, not only does Merton have a world-class Chapel 

Choir, but has given me the chance to experience what Chapel ministry 

would be like, and to learn from Fr Simon and Fr Jarred.  

I knew the study load would be a challenge, especially having done a 

degree before. However, it came as a surprise how big the workload was, 

with weekly essays. Me being dyslexic has meant I have developed a bad 

habit of avoidance and last-minute dot come behaviour towards essays. But 

the college offers great support, with study skill classes, and disability 

support from the university. With their help, I am improving my academic 

skills, and learning to better prepare and not leave everything to the last 

minute.  

I am very grateful indeed for all the support I received financially and 

prayerfully from the GSS and would like to thank every member for their 

generosity which enables students like me to pursue their vocation. 
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Fr. Michael Dixon 

 

My name is Michael Dixon and I am currently in my first year at S. 

Stephen’s House, Oxford, where I am being formed for the priesthood. 

Before coming to Oxford I was a student at the University of Sheffield, 

where I studied for a BA in History and Russian. It was while I was a 

student in Sheffield that I began to worship at S. Matthew’s, Carver Street 

in the heart of the city. Here I found my spiritual home, firmly located in 

the catholic tradition of the Church of England, serving at Mass whenever I 

could and becoming a member of the GSS and our newly founded Chapter 

of the Lamb of God. It was also while worshipping at Carver Street that I 

began to discern a calling that I believed would lead to the priesthood under 

the prayerful guidance of our vicar, Fr. Grant 

Naylor.  

With the support of the Sheffield Diocesan 

Director of Ordinands, it was decided that I 

could really do with spending a year working 

as a Pastoral Assistant in a church where I 

would gain experience of what it is like to 

minister in a parish context and would be 

able to prepare for life at theological college. 

The prospect of studying at theological 

college was one that for me was both 

exciting and slightly terrifying! Although I 

had moved away from home before in order 

to study at university, going to theological 

college would mean studying an entirely new subject and one that I didn’t 

know if I’d be any good at. My year as a Pastoral Assistant in the parish of 

S. Michael and All Angels, Croydon provided me with a preparation for 

theological college which was second to none.  

As well as some much-needed grounding in the study of theology and 

learning how to serve at various liturgical functions, I developed a passion 

for pastoral ministry in a variety of contexts which provided wonderful  
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learning opportunities that I could apply in my theological study and future 

ministry.  

I arrived at St. Stephen’s House in October 2019 after visiting twice during 

my year in Croydon. On these visits I quickly realised that St. Stephen’s 

House would be the theological college for me. Shortly after moving in I 

knew this to be true.  

Although I have found keeping up academically to be difficult at times, 

hard work and maintaining a disciplined prayer life have made me truly 

appreciate why I am here – to be formed as a priest in the Church of God 

and to serve His people. It also helps that there is such a fantastic group of 

ordinands here! there is a great sense of community among the ordinands 

and their families, some of whom live here, as we support and pray for one 

another (we occasionally have fun too!)  as we are formed to live out the 

calling that God has placed on our lives as people called to the priesthood.  

 

 

 

Michael Austen 

My name is Matthew Austen, I am 34 and currently in my final year of 

training for the Priesthood at S. Stephen’s House. I am married to Rachael 

and have two Children, Evelyn, 6 and Albert, 2.  

The GSS has been extremely kind with financial 

help towards our family during my training, in that 

they have contributed to the care of Albert, who 

suffers from Haemophilia. He requires constant 

care, which, of course, is very expensive, and we 

are incredibly grateful for the help we have received 

– indeed, it would have been impossible to train full 

time, had we not had it.  

Coming to the end of my training is a slightly 

surreal experience. The selection process for 

training is, rightly, rigorous and ordination can often 

seem something that may take place in the far 

distant future. Not so, now. I have just been appointed so serve as assistant 

curate in the parish of S. Thomas of Canterbury, Brentwood, in the Diocese  
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of Chelmsford, and we, as a family are incredibly excited about moving 

back to Essex (I am a Chelmsford ordinand, having served in The Army in 

Colchester, prior to training). I am extremely lucky to be able to serve my 

title in such a vibrant church, where the Liturgy is taken very seriously, and 

boasts a large and extremely competent serving team, an excellent choir and 

a large youth presence, thanks to its three schools. 

It is very easy to say “I can’t wait to start”, or “I’m so excited” when it 

comes to leaving theological college – I certainly have loved my time at S. 

Stephen’s House, and could not have received better academic or 

formational training. Fr Robin Ward and his staff are absolutely fantastic at 

teasing the very best out of you, and equipping you for the realities of 

priestly ministry, within the Catholic tradition of The Church of England. 

However, what I think is very difficult to say, when it comes to leaving 

theological college, or indeed, in any life changing moment, is something 

one must say to God – “you were right, and I trust in you”. 

It would not be true to say I have not struggled, with family commitments, 

with academic pressures, the myriad of things life throws at you during 

training – but reflecting back, I do believe that the one thing that one must 

do is to trust in God, whatever he throws at you.  

As Christians our fundamental setting must be one of trust. Trust in the love 

and omniscience of God, trust that the plan he has set out for us, no matter 

how challenging, is the right one.  

By living in a state of trust, we allow ourselves to be orientated towards 

Jesus Christ, and therefore, outwardly, to others in love and service. As S. 

John Henry Newman’s motto says – Cor ad Cor Loquitur, Heart speaks to 

heart. 

As I approach Ordination, I thank God for the Vocation he has given me, 

for the journey that has brought me to this place, for the Staff of S. 

Stephen’s House, and for the GSS, to whom assurance of prayers you will 

always have from me.  

Please pray for me, for S. Thomas Brentwood and for my family, as I will 

pray for you. 
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Fr. Tony Lawrence 

 

Once I had confirmation of my acceptance from St Stephens house things 

moved very quickly. I had to close my gardening business of many years 

which was very difficult to do emotionally, as my customers had in a way 

become my flock, of which I was very protective. Lists of things needed to  

buy and things needing to be done came thick and fast via emails. The 

college were very helpful in replying to many ‘can I ask a daft question’ 

emails which I found I was sending more of as the start date drew nearer. 

 

As my wife was staying back home, I was classed as 

a single student, strange at the age of 48!. The 

separation was difficult, but we both knew this was a 

golden opportunity and I had to have total 

submersion in my studying if I was going to do this, 

as coming from a working background I knew this 

was not going to be a ‘walk in the park’. 

 

As a member of GSS, I applied for the Ordination 

fund and it was granted, which was a great help 

towards the cost of a new cassock, cotta and books. Once at St Stephens 

life took on a completely new routine. Life is Centred around Morning and 

Evening prayer, Mass everyday, lectures, studying and lots of typing 

essays. It may sound daunting and it is to start with, but the tutors are on 

hand everyday to help with any academic or personal worries.  

 

The other ordinands here are wonderful, although being twice the age of 

some of them, I have already made friends for life. Living in community 

has its challenges as you are with the same people 24/7 but generally 

everyone gets on with everyone and there are plenty of places to escape to 

if you want time out. The studying has been a big challenge for me but I 

have given it my best shot and I am slowly getting there, with plenty of 

help and support. 

 

We are expected to lead services, serve at Mass and sing which again can 

be challenging but there is help in the form of sacristans and house  
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musicians, who are always ready to help. This is the place to make 

mistakes and learn from them. We are here to be formed, ready for when 

we, God willing, become priests and are let out into parishes up and down 

the country. Training here has been the best thing for me. I would advise 

anyone who has “that niggling feeling” to seek out the ACS vocations 

weekends, come and spend time here, see what it’s all about. That is what 

I did and now here I am. Although it is hard only seeing my wife and 

family at half term and holidays, it will be the best making of priesthood 

training I believe I could have.              

 

 

 

Fr. Jonathan Roberts 

My name is Jonathan. I’m in my first year of 3, at the College of the 

Resurrection, Mirfield.  I was made aware that there were several colleges 

for ordinands to study at. However, during my discernment process the 

College of the Resurrection was recommended by a number of priests. I 

visited another theological college during a vocations weekend with ACS, 

(which I can highly recommend!) and then the College of the Resurrection 

for two days.  I could see why Mirfield had been recommended so often. 

The college is situated in a picturesque part of West Yorkshire and retains 

a large area of land, with a woodland and plenty of places to find solitude 

and time for reflection. This was just a ‘little’ added bonus that the college 

offered, which helped with my decision to study here.  

The college is passionate about each individual student and their pathway 

of study. Bishop Mark (Principle), lecturers and all staff are extremely 

knowledgeable and experienced whilst on a more personal level they are 

approachable and offer immeasurable support. The classroom and living 

environments are relaxed, respectful and most importantly, prayerful. The 

college of the Resurrection boasts with its disciplined prayer life daily, 

where the students worship with the monastic community who live within 

the grounds. Students have found this a huge help with their formation and 

with the spiritual direction offered by the Brethren, enabling them to grow 

closer to God and to each other. Since being in residence at the College of 

the Resurrection, not one day goes by, where I am not grateful and give 

thanks for the opportunity of being able to study here and for the blessings  
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of being part of a prayerful, caring and fun community, which is preparing 

me for ministry.  

Any regrets? Would I like to be somewhere else, doing something 

different? Not at all!  

I don’t think I would be where I am now, if it were not for the support, I 

have received from my Bishop, priest and many other people. ACS and Fr. 

Darren have been of great support since I began my journey a few years 

ago. ACS not only supports those discerning for the priesthood and 

preparing for their BAP, but also ordinands in 

training. Which I found was an immense help 

coming from a full-time job and now into full-time 

residential training. I was admitted into the GSS a 

few years ago and it was only later that I realised 

that they could support ordinands financially. To 

date I have purchased several books for my studies, 

which will also come in handy for my future 

ministry. Being a member of GSS, I am not only 

grateful for their financial support, but for their 

continual prayers from within the Guild across the 

country. The GSS, ACS and Fr. Darren still offers 

support and continues to work hard for the future 

priesthood in the Church of England.  

On a more personal note. I would like to thank all of you who may donate, 

which I am now being supported by in training. Without your kind 

generosity, I doubt ACS would be able to support and offer all that it does 

to equip us, as we prepare for the priesthood and serving Gods people.  

 

 

Fr. Jonathon Fleury 

 

Preparing for college is a strange experience. In the short time between 

getting your BAP result and actually starting training, your whole life has 

to be given over to the process. Whilst I think anybody undergoing 

discernment knows this, it is a very different thing to experience it. So  

often in life we like to keep something back for ourselves, to draw a line 

around something we think or do so God cannot get at it. This is not to say  
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we don’t need time off or a break from following our vocational path every 

now and then, but we have to give ourselves wholeheartedly and 

unreservedly to it. 

I didn’t have a particular impression of what 

theological college would be like going through the 

discernment process, but the open days and/or 

overnight visits you can make as a prospective student 

are extremely helpful. It is worth noting that what is 

put on for you is always going to be an idealised 

version of what any college is actually like. Living in a 

community with other people brings its stresses, 

strains and disagreements, but this is part of the formation that we are 

called to undergo. I think we all have a tendency at times to look at the 

future with rose-tinted glasses, and going to college is no exception. This 

was made very apparent for me on one of my visits, when after a lovely 

afternoon the power went out in the evening, and at morning prayer the 

next day I was greeted with ordinands mopping up puddles of water that 

had come through the ceiling from a leaking water pump! 

 

I would say one of the most important things is to go without a 

preconception either of what the college is or what you will get out of it, as 

you will inevitably be challenged in ways you weren’t prepared for. Whilst 

college for me has in many ways strengthened my faith and deepened my 

convictions, it has also been a challenge. In all that goes on I am reminded 

of St Paul’s words, “be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed 

by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 

acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” (Romans 12.2). It is certainly a time 

to discern what is good and acceptable and perfect, and a time of personal 

transformation. 

 

 

 

Fr Ross Cropley 

At Corpus Christi it will be seven years since I was first admitted as a 

probationer member of the GSS in the chapter of S. John the Divine, 

Leicester, and will mark my last few months before I am D.V. ordained to 

the diaconate at Petertide.  
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Arriving at S. Stephen’s House in the summer of 2017, my time in 

theological college has been simultaneously rapid and sedate. I have been 

able to immerse myself in the study of scripture, church history, pastoral 

care and the creeds of the early church. I have also been given the time and 

space to be in chapel every day, to pray with a community and to be 

present at the Mass, to serve at the altar and to grow in my faith and 

vocation. These gifts are by far the most formational part of training which 

will sustain a lifetime of ministry in parishes, or indeed chaplaincies, 

through the discipline that is inculcated during our time in the Seminary.  

These last few months I have been gradually looking towards the next 

chapter of the journey: to curacy, ordination services and to the daily work 

of a Deacon in God’s Church. One such preparation is choosing a passage 

of scripture for my ember card – after much thought I settled on a passage 

from Psalm 43 ‘O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me; let 

them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. Then will I go 

unto the altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy.’ I found the passage to 

be a wonderful summary of my experience of being a server, of seeing the 

fullness of beauty in worship, whether in clouds of incense or the gentle 

flicker of candlelight. 

My vocation has been intrinsically entwined with my time as a server, as 

has my membership of the Guild, especially my chapter who always 

showed their support as I went through the process of selection. I am sure 

this will continue in my curacy, and I hope to remain a dues paying 

member to support the next cohort of C.O.F. recipients. I am immensely 

thankful to the Candidates for Ordination Fund for supporting me during 

my time in theological college, not just financially (although this has 

helped keep my bookshelves full), but also for the knowledge that prayers 

are so frequently offered in chapter meetings and at festival services, and 

for members encouragement whenever they’ve noticed my guild medal 

hanging around my neck.  

Finally, for those discerning their own call to ordained ministry, always be 

sure to approach the altar with the potent mix of holy fear and boundless 

love, and know that as you serve God’s altar, you are serving His 

people…and there can be no greater privilege than that. 

 



29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Ryan Otley 

 

Hello my name is Ryan I am currently a first year Blackburn Diocese 

ordinand at The College of the Resurrection Mirfield and as it’s website 

say it’s ‘a college like no other’, I am writing this almost four weeks into 

my second term, and with the prospect of a second set of deadlines 

looming hazily into sight. I am, it’s fair to say, ‘loving it’ as an ordinand at 

the college and being loved into it. Even though I’ve been a highly active 

part of the ministry of my sending parish for several years, I finally made 

the decision to explore a vocation to ordained ministry after some what can 

only be described as  ‘not so gentle persuasion’ by friends and family. And 

by some miracle of divine providence, I was accepted to start training and 

by another miracle of divine providence, I’ve finished my first term.  

 

Whilst going through the discernment process the daunting decision of 

choosing the ‘right theological college’ is certainly something that takes up 

a lot of time in both thought and prayer. I was told that the best way to 

choose a college was to look at places based on where other priests I 

admire had trained, and that would give me an idea of where might be 

good for me, based on the person I saw myself becoming in Ordained life. 

I knew a number of excellent priests who I admired and respected hugely 

who had trained at Mirfield, so it was top of my list. I decided to attend 

during Holy Week as I thought this would give me a real life experience of 

what it’s like as a ordinand in the college. Fortunately, as I pulled into the 

car park at the college a smile made its way across my face, and it did not 

leave again until I had told everybody about how amazing this odd little 

college in West Yorkshire was about a month later. Mirfield won me over 

because it felt right, I knew from the moment I arrived that it was the place 

for me, and that feeling has still not dissipated one bit!  

 

With my BAP being at the beginning of August I  didn’t really have a lot 

of time to actually prepare for starting college and changing my mind set 

from being a teacher to being a student again. However, whilst preparing 

to start training I don’t think you can actually quite understand what it is  
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going to be like, yes you can ask those that have studied before you, yes 

you’d an ask those that are currently studying, but when it comes to 

studying with a theological college and one as unique as Mirfield you soon 

realise that Gods plan for you is much bigger than you could have ever 

expected.  You soon realise that studying in a residential theological 

college is merely the beginning of lifelong learning. The purpose of 

attending theological college is to give those called to preach and teach the 

Word a season of intensive study and reflection. But this learning is only 

the beginning of a lifelong pursuit of God. So often you hear priests whilst 

on parish placement say things like, “you won’t learn learn this is in 

college.” I think they say this because we misunderstand the purpose of 

our education. Yes, it is to train us in teaching the Word of God. Yes it is 

to provide some leadership tools. But there are many things we will learn 

in life that cannot and should not be taught in class. And that’s okay. In 

college, the best and most competent pour into you what they have, the 

body of truth passed from generation to 

generation, and it is the Holy Spirit’s job to 

shape your character for God’s mission.  

 

Whilst my time so far at college has been short I 

have come to realise that to really study and 

know God requires serious discipline. The rigors 

of academic study force you to ask yourself, over 

and over again, “How much do I want to know 

God.” Because serious study of the Word 

requires discipline and focus. It requires your 

heart and your soul. It takes much from you. And 

yet, can you think of a subject which demands 

more study than the study of God and His written 

revelation? I’ve been impressed by my fellow 

ordinands. Men and woman who have moved 

across the country and in some cases across 

world with their families and get up early in the 

morning to study and to pray are men and 

woman who are serious about God’s mission. 

They’re not messing around.One of the things 

that you soon realise being a student again is the 

drop in personal finances however with the help grants from society’s like 

CSS this financial burden is greatly lessoned and very much appreciated.  
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Letters to the Editor 
 

 

 

 

 

Youthlink (England & Wales) that began as the GSS young server’s 

groups, is still going strong as a comprehensive service and support for 

parishes or chapters considering setting up their own groups or make an 

existing youth club more interesting. To obtain a copy of our new 

brochure, send a cheque to ACS’ our publishers’ for £5  for ’Youthlink 

Booklet’. We now also have small less-formal groups for those aged 18-

27.  All enquiries to Fr. Geoffrey Squire on  gfsquire@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Palm Sunday. Just prior to my retirement, 

a Palm Sunday procession with a 

difference took place in the parish of 

Landkey, just outside Barnstaple in North 

Devon. The difference was that the long 

palm branches carried in the procession 

were cut from palm trees (Canary Island 

Date palms) in my garden.   

 

Thuribalistic 

Murmerings. Comments by primary school children on 

various occasions after experiencing incense in use: ‘They 

were burning insects’ ‘They had incest’ , ‘Gold and Frank-

brought-this and myrrh’ ‘The vicar had a smoking vase’ 

‘The vicar had a thuri-ball’ ‘Churches started using 

incense because some people stink’   

 

School report. Boy telling a story of a Youthlink event at 

Iona; ‘Thomas did one of the readings from a bible resting 

on a big hawk’. 

 

Naughty, naughty; There are many stories of choirboys singing naughty 

variants to the proper words of hymns and one I remember is; ‘The purple-

headed mountain, the river’s running dry, the sun sets in the morning and 

makes the poor cows die’.       

Reflections from the West Country 

The Rev. Geoffrey F. Squire. SSC. 
 

mailto:gfsquire@yahoo.co.uk
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I was pleased to read the article about the clerical collar in the Spring Issue 

and would like to make some points about clerical dress. The article says 

that lay neck-wear was normal for the Anglican clergy before the mid-19th 

century. However, was it not true that clerical dress was normal with a 

white form of neckwear, which I suppose we might call a cravat? It was 

expected that the clergy should be distinguishable because of their office 

and dress fairly sombrely. I suspect that this may have been so that the 

laity might make sure, if possible, that the clergy kept to certain standards 

of behaviour although there were of course quite a few who did not act in 

ways which accorded with their 'sacred' office. In pictures of clergy in the 

street and in universities in the 18th and 19th centuries they 

are sometimes shown wearing cassocks, and until the mid-

twentieth century so-called dignitaries (bishops, deans and 

archdeacons) could of course be distinguished by their 

wearing of aprons (short cassocks), frock coats and gaiters. 

When I ministered in the South Pacific as a priest, our 

clerical dress was white shirt, black shorts and small 

pectoral cross (larger for bishops) - but more formal 

occasions required long trousers and shoes!  There is a real 

question today about what dress for normal wear is 

appropriate for senior clergy and the rest of us clergy in this country and I 

not sure that 'lay' dress is the answer as such dress nowadays is often very 

informal and not appropriate for all the different occasions in our ministry 

including hospital and prison visiting. It would be good to know what 

others in the Guild feel about this. 

 

Although retired I still feel it is right for me to wear my clerical collar with 

neat clothes for public worship on Sundays and other times, whether I am 

presiding or not. However, sadly, there is a possibility nowadays of clergy 

being attacked, whether male or female, which may affect what they wear 

and where they wear it. What we wear for services in church is important 

but what should we wear outside? In any case our way of life and the 

words we speak are of course the main way in which we are to witness to 

the Gospel and fulfil our role as ministers of Christ, and that surely applies 

to us all as Christians.  

More on the Clerical Collar 

By Canon Brian Macdonald-Milne 
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Guild Clothing and Accessories. 

Price List: 

Shirts    

   Long sleeve        £30.00 

   Short sleeve  £25.00 

Polo Shirts   £15.00 

Fleece    £30.00 

Hooded Jacket  £25.00  

Sweatshirt   

 V-neck   £20.00 

 Round neck  £20.00 

Tie     £9.50 

Metal lapel pin badge £2.50 

Embroidered badge £5.00 

Keyring    £0.50 

Pen     £0.50 

Canvas Tote bag  £8.00 

Drawstring bag  £8.00 

Guild Office & Ceremonial  

£3 - £4 

Organ accompaniment £1.50 

Prayer cards   £0.50

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact: Chris Barnett  

40 Heath Street, Goldenhill, Stoke on Trent, ST6 5RZ;                                            

gss.salesandpublications@gmail.com 

 

An additional Postage cost of £5 applies per clothing order. 
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A cat died and went to heaven. God met her at the 

gates and said, "You have been a good cat all these 

years. Anything you want is yours for the asking." 

The cat thought for a minute and then said, "All 

my life I lived on a farm and slept on hard wooden floors. I would like a 

real fluffy pillow to sleep on." God smiled and instantly the cat had a huge 

fluffy pillow. 

A few days later, six mice were killed in an accident and they all went to 

heaven together. God met the mice at the gates with the same offer that he 

had made to the cat. The mice said, "Well, we have had to run all of our 

lives: from cats, dogs, and even people with brooms! If we could just have 

some little roller skates, we would not have to run again." God answered, 

"It is done." All the mice had beautiful little roller skates. 

 

About a week later, God decided to check on the cat. He found her sound 

asleep on her fluffy pillow. God gently awakened the cat and asked, "Is 

everything okay? How have you been doing? Are you happy?" The cat 

replied, "Oh, it is WONDERFUL! The Meals on Wheels you have been 

sending over are delicious!" 

 

The Guild Collect 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, to us Thy servants, the spirit of 

holy fear: that we, following the example of Thy holy child Samuel, may 

faithfully minister before Thee in Thy Sanctuary; through Jesus Christ Thy 

Son our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy 

Ghost, ever One God, world without end.  Amen. 
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Would Your Face Fit? 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

If so the Candidates for Ordination Fund 

could help you! 

Have you been a full member for over two 

years and embrace the catholic tradition and 

are considering ordination? If the answers to 

these questions are yes, then possibly the 

CoF could assist you financially with an 

annual grant during your training.  For 

details :- 

 

    Apply to Cllr Colin Squires Southdene,  

Slimbridge Road,Burgess Hill,  

West Sussex.  RH15 8QE  

  Email: squires603@btinternet.com  

Tel 01444 244 737 
 

mailto:squires603@btinternet.com
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