
1 

 

 



2 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary       
Guild Patrons: The Bishops of Ebbsfleet & Richborough 

 

The Warden, Chaplain Candidates for Ordination Fund & Trustee:                    

The Reverend Canon Darren Smith,  

gsswarden@gmail.com                                                     0121 382 5533 

 

Warden Emeritus:  

The Reverend J D Moore                                                                             
 

All correspondence to be addressed to  

Name and Title 

Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary 

c/o Additional Curates Society 

16 Commercial Street, Birmingham, B1 1RS 
 

Secretary-General, 

gss.secretarygeneral@gmail.com                                    

 

Secretary-General Emeritus & Webmaster                    0776 9976 151                                                                           

Grand Councillor Terry Doughty                                                                                                                   
 

Treasurer-General:                                                                                    

Grand Councillor Nigel Makepeace                                                                               

gss.treasurergeneral@gmail.com                                    024 7641 5020 

 

Administrator Candidates for Ordination Fund:                         

Councillor Colin Squires,                                                   

gsscofsecretary@gmail.com                                           01444 244 737     

 

Hon Organist:                                                                                                    

Councillor Roger Marvin,   

rogermarvin1965@gmail.com                                        0179 7363578                    
 

The Server Editor:                                                                                                                    

Grand Councillor  Peter J Keat,                                                                                               

gsseditor@gmail.com                                                     02392 582499   

 

Membership Secretary,    

Grand Councillor Michael Andrew 

Gss.membershipsecretary@gmail.com      01443 730080  

 

 

      

 

 

mailto:gsswarden@gmail.com
mailto:gss.secretarygeneral@gmail.com
mailto:gss.treasurergeneral@gmail.com
mailto:gsscofsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:rogermarvin1965@gmail.com
mailto:gsseditor@gmail.com
mailto:Gss.membershipsecretary@gmail.com


3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Cover: S. Margaret’s, Hawes 

Items for publication should be received by the 2nd Saturday of January, 

April, July and October. Opinions expressed within this magazine are 

those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Guild.  

Printed by The Additional Curates Society 

Contents                       

Editorial  

   The Directory                          

Chantry Book 

An Important Announcement 

Warden’s Words 

News from the Chapters 

Guild Membership Matters 

Little Titch 

Cycle of Prayer 

Guild Diary 

Chapter Poster 

An Unusual Parish 

Cradle to the Grave 

    GSS Then and Now 

Words of Comfort 

April Fool 

S. Andrew’s and the Hopper Mausoleum 

Why a Dog Collar? 

The Five Fingers of Prayer 

RAF Chaplain 

My Village Church 

The Dogwood Tree 

The Ordinand 

The Four Gospels 

We Believe 

Collective Noun 

And Finally  

3 

4 

5 

 

6 

 

8 

9 

10 

11 

14 

15  

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

23 

24 

25 

26 

 

28 

29 

31 

33 

 

34 

Contents. 



4 

 

 
 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Reverend Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,  

 

Time marches on and I was reminded of this by a retired 

Councillor Michael Bennet when he wrote to tell of his 

Chapter’s Centenary and suggesting some ways in which Chapters could 

mark Special Events. So below I have put his suggestions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am pleased to say that my own Chapter celebrates its 120th anniversary 

this year and still holds the oldest Guild Banner in the Guild, it being 

dedicated in 1906. Don’t forget that most National Guild Officers are very 

happy to come along and celebrate with you 

Peter 

From the Editors’ Desk 

Is your Chapter planning a special event? 

 

Has your Chapter had its centenary yet or is it expecting an 

important event soon as the Worthing Chapter does? If so please 

let the Editor know. The Plymouth Chapter of Our Lady of the 

Sea and S. George celebrated their Centenary with a Dinner in 

2018 and a special Programme including singing the Guild Office, 

Stations of the Cross, the Mass of S. George, Benediction, a visit 

to Glastonbury, a barbeque, a quiet evening, a Requiem Mass and 

ended with Advent Carols. 

Does your Chapter have similar events? Does it have its own 

banner and Chaplains stole? More ideas are to inform the local 

press, radio and tv stations of your special event and let the Editor 

of The Server know. 
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Members: Hazel Collingham, Simon Greenslade, Julie Lewis, Lewis Beldin, 

Geoffrey Kirk, Angela Sergeant, Jill Stephenson, Michelle Akintoye, Ryan          

Otley, Oscar Butt, Adam Sparke, Freya Ward, William Barter, Sarah Barter, 

Frederick Walker, Emily Morris, Luka Smajlai, Albert Malone, Craig Brown,      

Alfie Johnson, Byron Hadley, Marion Davis, Neil Davis, Zambon Matteo, Jim 

John,         

Faithful Departed:  Priests Clifford Hankins and Stanley Evans. Members 

Martin Deeks, Gordon Wright, Eric John Henry Powell, John Barnes, Gwenneth 

Young, Tony Johnson, 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Clifford Hankins died in November aged 95. He 

was an Assistant Chaplain to the Bognor/Chichester 

Chapter retired in 1990. He studied at Chichester college was deaconed in 

1972, priested in 1973. Curate Henfield1972-76, vicar Fernhurst 1976-84, 

vicar Mithian with Mount Hawke 1984-89, when he retired, became Hon 

curate at West Wittering, Birdham and Itchenor. He was a great supporter 

of the Chapter until age and ill health prevented him from attending. 

 

Martin Deeks died on 2nd December, he was an avid supporter but had to 

give up after fighting with a mental disability for most of his life. His Father 

being in the Foreign Office, Stanley was baptised in the military depot 

chapel on Bermuda. His formative years were at the Annunciation, 

Chislehurst (St Justus) as a chorister. Then 32 years ago he joined S. 

Michaels, Sittingbourne) for his remaining years: He will be missed R.I.P.  

 

Fr. Stanley Evans Chaplain to the Chapter of S. Mildred of Thanet. 

  

Eric John Henry Powell was a lifetime member. He served for many 

years before going blind. He started serving at S. Paul's Weymouth, served 

in the RAF for 29 years, became an ambulance driver. His guide dog 

would lead him into church and sit quietly till the service was over.  

The Directory 

The Chantry Book 
 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Dear Friends in Christ, 

I am writing this on our first day back in the office after 

Christmas and everything seems surreal coming into 

Commercial Street that is still full of Christmas cards and 

indeed our Nativity scene, and there are already signs outside given it is 

now January 2nd, that people have moved on and are very much into New 

Year mode. It is interesting looking on Facebook (something that I am 

required to do as part of my work) there seems to be something of a fad in 

people posting photographs of themselves a year ago and then one taken in 

this New Year to see how kind or unkind the passage of time has been. It 

struck me that although looking at images isn’t always helpful, I really do 

think that reflecting is a useful exercise that we should all from time to time 

embark upon. I am mindful that this will reach you in the lead up to, or 

possibly during, the great season of Lent and I would like to suggest that it 

might be helpful if you look back to when you celebrated the beginning of 

2020 and refresh your memory as to what your hopes and dreams were, 

what resolutions you set and how well have you done in keeping them. We 

are all inclined to begin any new period with eager anticipation and with  

The Warden’s Words 

 

 

 

 

 

The Guild Probationary Period 
 

After representation from several Chapters, Members and Councillors, at the last 

Council Meeting, the Guild Probationary Period was debated. After a wide-

ranging discussion, and with reference to the Guild Manual, it was decided that, as 

from 1st January 2020, the Probationary Period will no longer apply. In future all 

member applications, on being accepted, will automatically become full members 

and be entitled to wear the Guild medal. It was pointed out that it is now 

incumbent upon all Chapter Secretaries to inform the Secretary General of their 

current Probationers so Guild medals can be issued. This should be completed in 

time for the members to wear them at the Easter Festival. It is hoped that this 

move will encourage more servers to join and help to modernise the Guild.   
 

 

An Important Statement from the 

Guild General Council 
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expectant hope. I know one of my resolutions was to try and cut down on 

the number of calories I consume every day is already seriously at risk of 

being broken and it is only the second day of the New Year. This is just a 

trivial example; I am sure many of you have set yourself much more 

ambitious goals.  How well are you doing? 

The wonderful thing about the Catholic faith that we rejoice in is the 

emphasis placed upon reconciliation and forgiveness. No matter how far 

away we stray away from the Lord and no matter what direction our lives 

may take, the Church reminds us that God’s forgiveness is all embracing 

and abundantly generous. The Sacrament of Reconciliation “confession” is 

one of the important themes of this Holy period of Lent, where the Church 

invites us to do that Facebook task of looking back to how we were and 

seeing how far we have strayed from His ways. One of my favourite Gospel 

stories is the Prodigal Son which pictures for us not only the stupidity of 

both sons in one way or another in wandering off from God.  But even more 

beautifully that forgiving, loving and generous father that is of course 

synonymous with the God that we worship. How many of us show the same 

besetting sins that are clearly seen in either or both of the brothers?  

There has been a lot of emphasis recently on the Sacrament of Confession 

in the Church of England and the importance of keeping the seal. The priest 

is required by virtue of his Ordination Vows never to share the contents of 

somebody’s sacramental confession with anybody, thus giving us all the 

assurance of complete confidentiality as well as the liberation that comes 

from repentance and forgiveness. It is important that Anglo-Catholics make 

use of this beautiful sacrament, not least for the personal benefits that can 

be gained from going to confession. When was the last time you availed 

yourself of this sacrament?  Recently in a conversation with a member of 

GSS I was somewhat shocked when the person said that they didn’t go to 

confession because they didn’t sin. I reminded them that first of all pride 

was a sin so that was a good starting point and secondly to my knowledge 

the only people never to sin was our Lord and our Lady. May I encourage 

every one of you to think seriously about your spiritual growth and availing 

yourself of this beautiful encounter with our loving and forgiving God and 

ensure that you do indeed grow more and more in his stature and likeness. 

Once again may I end by thanking you for your faithfulness to the Gospel 

and to the Altar and wish you a challenging but blessed 

Lent and a joyful and Holy Easter. 
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S. Michael’s, Ashford. A small but strong band met at SS Peter & Pauls, 

Charlton, Dover, kindly invited by Fr. Peter Sherred. Fr. Mark recently 

installed at St Peters on the Hill - Folkestone came to join us as well. Fr 

Peter went to great lengths in printing the Service and Hymns additionally 

for everyone’s benefit and yes, there were refreshments afterwards. 

 

S. Mildred of Thanet: Our December office was held at S. Andrews, 

Reading Street, Broadstairs. Here we were warmly welcomed by our 

sisters who serve there, and many thanks go to Fr. Paul Blanch who 

officiated. 

 

S. Joseph of Arimathea, Portsmouth. In November we celebrated our 

Chapter Requiem in S. George’s, Waterlooville. The incumbent Fr. Colin 

preached and our chaplain Fr. Alan presided we were pleased with the 

number attending. We do not meet now until the Spring. 

 

In November the Chapter of S. 

Barnabas Cardiff held their Annual 

Solemn Requiem Mass at S. 

Timothy's in Caerau. Our assistant 

Chaplain Fr. Chris Lee celebrated 

with Fr. Nicholas Gill a Priest 

Associate. We were joined by 

members from the Chapter of S. 

David & S. Gwynnlywn, Monmouth. During the Mass Deanna Morgan 

from S. Barnabas and Craig Brown from S. David were admitted as full 

members.  
 

Chapter of S. Werburgh held its Requiem in S. Peter's Stockport. This 

was followed by a meeting to discuss the 2020 programme.  

 

Holy Cross, Chard meets monthly and covers an area from Yeovil to 

Chard and Weymouth. We celebrate mass, say the Guild Office or meet 

for Evensong and Benediction. New members are always welcome. Our 

conscientious and caring chaplain retires in February  

News from the Chapters 
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S. Chad, Coventry. Some of us attended the Autumn Festival. We were 

on duty at S. Luke's, Coventry Patronal Festival Mass in October. Fr. 

Simon Oakes Celebrated and Fr. Graham Lunn SSC preached. At the 

Coventry meeting in October at S. Nicholas, Radford. Fr. Andrew 

Coleman celebrated and Fr. Dexter Bracey preached. At a Mass of Our 

Lady at S. Luke's, Holbrooks in December. Fr. Oakes celebrated and Fr. 

Bracey preached.  

 

S. John the Baptist, Torbay. We met for their Mass of 

Requiem in November at S. Martin's, Barton, Torquay. 

After the Mass, members enjoyed a cake in celebration of 

Chris Patrick, the Chapters Assistant organist, having been 

admitted to membership 65 years and 1 day previously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guild Membership Matters 

In order to start the new decade with a more accurate picture of the 

membership, over the past six months, we’ve been carrying out a review of the 

membership. Members who had not paid their annual subscriptions for more 

than two years were written to (where I knew their address) and requested to 

pay their subscription.  Members who had not replied by the 1st December or 

who had not paid their subscription for more than four years, were then 

removed from the Guild’s Membership Roll. 

I’m pleased to say that many members responded and well over £2500 was 

raised in back subscriptions, also many members signed up to pay their annual 

subscription by Standing Order. We were grateful for those members who have 

signed Gift Aid Forms enabling us to reclaim the tax on their annual 

subscription. It is important that members who change address, inform myself 

or their Chapter Secretary, who will inform me. Over the past year we’ve had 

returned copies of The Server marked ‘not known at this address’, this has 

resulted in us having to do some detective work to find the new address which 

wasn’t always possible. 

 

The total membership now stands at around 1700 members and we welcomed 70 

new members in 2019. It would be wonderful if we could increase that number 

in 2020. If you have a fellow server that isn’t a member, why not encourage 

them to come along to a Guild meeting with you.  Membership is free for anyone 

under the age of 21 and from the 1st January the year’s probationary period will 

no longer apply. 
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The Reverend Mother said in chapel last 

night- there’s a devil lurking at every 

corner, so WATCH YOUR STEP 

Little Titch 

 

 

 

 

 

Your annual subscription is due on the 1st January and remains at £10.00. If you 

don’t currently pay by Standing Order, I would urge you to do so, as this makes 

the administration of the Guild much easier. If you pay by cheque or cash via 

your Chapter, could I ask that you do so early in the year. If you would like to 

pay by Standing Order or BACS, then please contact me for a form or details of 

BACS payments. If you pay tax then please complete a Gift Aid form, which will 

enable us to reclaim £2.50 on your annual subscription. Gift Aid Forms are 

available from myself or the Treasurer General. Application forms for 

membership can either be downloaded from the Guild’s website or can be 

obtained from myself contact details can be found on the inside cover of The 

Server. 

 

Michael Andrew          
Membership  Secretary 
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April 

1          5/136  Our Lady & S. George.Star of the Sea Plymouth. 

2          Provincial Group 6 Channel Islands. 

3          6/65  The Holy Apostles, Guernsey. 

4          Provincial Group 7. Dorset, E. Somerset , W. Hampshire . Cllr 

Alan Scott. 

5          Palm Sunday Hosanna in the Highest.    

6          Monday in Holy Week. May we be regular in worship. 

7          Tuesday in Holy Week. May we be regular in devotion. 

8          Wednesday in Holy Week. May we enjoy the benefit of confession. 

9          Maundy Thursday. The Most Holy Sacrament. 

10        Good Friday. The Most Holy Day. 

11        Easter Eve Let us pray in quiet confidence and joyful expectation. 

12       Easter Day The joy of the Resurrection maybe known worldwide. 

13       Easter Monday. Easter Joy and Glory. 

14       Easter Tuesday. All Area Suffragan Assistant Bishops and P.E.V.'S. 

15       Easter Wednesday All Archdeacons and Rural Deans. 

16       Easter Thursday Our Parish Priests. 

17       Easter Friday All Assistant Priests, Curates and Deacons. 

18       Easter Saturday Easter Festival. Remembering all unable to attend. 

19       2nd of Easter Remembering ill members. We lift them up in prayer. 

20      7/78 The Holy Cross, Chard, Bridport, Crewkerne. 

21      7/126 S. Osmund & S. Swithun, Bournemouth, Poole, Christchurch, 

Ringwood. 

22       For all chapters in abeyance, may they have new life. 

23       George, Martyr, Patron Saint of England.c304. 

24       Diocese of Salisbury. 

25       Mark the Evangelist. Anzac Day and our Antipodean members. 

26      3rd of Easter. For peace in the troubled places in the world. 

27      Provincial Group 9 Berkshire,Oxfordshire, Bucks. Cllr Clive Tillin. 

28      Diocese of Oxford. 

29      9/53 S. Friedswide Slough, Windsor, Maidenhead, Englefield, 

Egham. 

30      For all who are preparing for the Holy Sacraments and Holy 

Mysteries. 

Cycle of Prayer 
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May 
 

1      SS Philip & James. For all festivals. 

2      9/82 All Saints High Wycombe, Chalfont S. Peter, S. Giles, Little 

Chalfont. 

3     4th of Easter Forgive our failures as we come to His table. 

4     9/129 Amersham, Leighton Buzzard, Milton Keynes, Chinnor, Princes 

Risborough. 

5     9/145 Our Lady & S. Swithun Woking, Guildford, Aldershot, 

Farnham, Farnborough. 

6     Provincial Group 10  

7     Diocese of St. Albans. 

8    Julian of Norwich. Spiritual writer. c1417 

9    10/68 Holy Grail Oxford, Potters Bar, Hemel Hempstead, S. Albans, 

Tring. 

10   5th of Easter. Teach us humility of high calling. 

11   10/211 S. Albans & S. Michael Hitchin, Luton, Bedford, Baldock. 

12   Provincial Group 11 Gloucester, Somerset, Wilts, Avon. 

13   Diocese of Gloucester. 

14   Matthias the Apostle. Let us hear the good news. 

15   11/27 S. Brendon, Bristol. 

16   11/69 The Holy & Indivisible Trinity. Gloucester Diocese. 

17    6th of Easter Rogation Sunday. For the wider use of our creation. 

18    Rogation Day Commerce and distribution. 

19    Rogation Day Harvest of the Sea. All Seafarers. 

20    Rogation Day Blessing on the work of our hands. 

21    Ascension Day. Give us strength and hope of the Ascended Christ. 

22   11/95 S. Julian Midsomer Norton, Frome. 

23   11/224 S. Peter & S. Paul, Bath. 

24   7th of Easter Sunday after Ascension. The whole world will know 

Your Love and see Your Glory. 

25     11/243 The Resurrection. Weston Super Mare. 

26     S. Augustine of Canterbury c.605 Pray for all on pilgrimage. 

27     For the bereaved and lonely and those who mourn and grieve. 

28     Diocese of Bristol. 

29     Diocese of Bath and Wells. 

30     For all who live alone, give them strength to carry on. 

31     Day of Pentecost Whit Sunday. Our strength and wisdom through the 

Holy Spirit. 
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June 

 

      1      The visit of the Blessed Virgin  Mary to Elizabeth. For all pilgrims. 

     2      Provincial Group 12 Wales. Grand Cllr Michael Andrew. 

     3      Diocese of Bangor. 

     4      12/19 S. Barnabas, Cardiff. 

     5      12/123 S. Mary, S. Bridget, S. Asaph. North Wales. 

     6      12/226 S.Cennydd, Swansea City. 

     7      Trinity Sunday. The Father, Son, & Holy Spirit in Unity 

     8      12/238 S. David & S. Tydfil, Merthyr Tydfil. 

     9      Diocese of Monmouth. 

    10     Diocese of Swansea and Brecon. 

    11     Corpus Et Sanguis Christi The Blessed Sacrament. 

    12     Barnabas the Apostle. 

    13     Diocese of Llandaff. 

    14     Trinity 1.  Give Widsom and fellowship to all Church Leaders. 

    15     Diocese of St. David. 

    16     Diocese of Monmouth. 

    17     Alban First Martyr of Britain. c250. 

    18     We pray for forward in faith. 

    19     12/242 S. Mary & S. Margam, Port Talbot. 

    20     Diocese of S. Asaph. 

    21    Trinity 2 Grant us the understanding that we are your children ,     

created to live together in peace.  

    22     Alban first martyr of Britain.c250 

    23    12/245 S.Gwynno, S.Tyfogwg, Rhondda Valley. 

    24    The birth of John the Baptist. 

    25    For all lay readers and eucharistic ministers. 

   26     For all hospital chaplains and voluntary chaplaincy visitors. 

   27     All Bellringers. We give thanks. 

   28     Trinity 3 For all seafarers and their loved ones. 

   29     SS Peter & Paul. Apostles. For ordinands and canditates for ordination 

students. 

   30     Pope Francis and the Roman Catholic Church.   
 

 

Corrections, omissions and suggestions to:  Angela McMullen,                                                   

46 Field House Road,  Humberston, Grimsby, DN36 4UJ.                                               

Tel: (01472) 210596  sizzlebeth04@gmail.com 
 

mailto:sizzlebeth04@gmail.com
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 Worthing Chapters special event at S. Michael & all Angels, 

South Street Lancing, BN15 8AJ on Saturday 10th October. At 

11.30 S. Michaels have their mini markets                                 

where hot and cold drinks will be on sale in the                                

hall. Mass at 12pm followed by Guild Office and                                    

Benediction at 3pm. They hope to have fish and                chips 

chips afterwards in the hall. There will be a                           

charge, price to be advised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Guild Easter Festival and AGM 
 

Saturday 18th April 

S. Stephens, Gloucester Road, Kensington, London. SW7 4RL   

12 noon solemn Concelebrated Mass followed by a hot lunch 

(donations for this will be appreciated) 

2.30 pm Guild AGM followed by Guild Office, Procession and 

Benediction. 
 

The Guild Diary 
 

Saturday  5th September, Pollockshields Glasgow Scottish Guild 

of Servers Festival and AGM. Details to follow. 

Saturday  10th October Autumn Festival. S. Mary de Castro, 

Castle View, Leicester LE1 5WH 

12 noon solemn Concelebrated Mass  

2.30 pm Guild Office, Procession and Benediction.                   

Lunch will be available, details later. 
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I am Grateful to the Worthing Chapter who sent me this 

draft poster to be circulated within Chapter areas, 
why not try it where you are? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you a server in your local Church? 

Did you know that there is an organisation 

for servers? 

We are the local chapter of the guild of 

servants of the sanctuary and we are 

looking for new members in this area. 

We meet once a month in churches in the 

area for formal celebration and social 

events. 

If you are interested in joining or want 

further information, please call 

XXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Or go to  

www.gssonline.org.uk 

 

http://www.gssonline.org.uk/
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 The Reverend Thomas Horne was born during the middle 

of the 19th century to a fairground family that travelled the 

north-west of England. He first appeared on a show-front 

at the age of 3 and by the time he was 10 he was working 

to support the family following his father's desertion. As a 

young man he achieved success as a partner in a ghost 

illusion show. However, he was a deeply religious man 

who attended church regularly. Inspired by a Leeds 

clergyman he left the fairground to join a missionary brotherhood at 

Oxford. After four years he returned to Leeds where he acted as Sacristan at 

the parish church. In 1884 he was offered a curacy at Hunslet and was 

ordained the following year. 

Upon hearing about the Moveable Dwelling Bill he started a campaign in 

the press against the proposed legislation. This Bill attempted to restrict the 

movement of all Showmen, Travellers and Bargees. He continued to work 

on behalf of showmen and became chaplain to the United Kingdom Van 

Dwellers' Association, which was set up to oppose the Bill. In 1899 he 

became the Association's official Organiser and General Secretary. 

Thomas Horne travelled throughout the country, preaching to the showmen, 

and devoting time and attention to getting new members from the travelling 

fraternity; in one year alone, he travelled over 12,000 miles, visiting fairs as 

far apart as Penzance in Cornwall to Ayr. In 1909 he was joined by the 

great showman Pat Collins, who had been elected president of the 

Association and was to remain in that office for the next twenty years. Their 

work together had an immediate impact on the Association. Within a year 

the organisation had changed its name to the Showmen's Guild and it had 

been recognised as having the right to defend its members' interest.  

Until his death in 1918, Thomas Horne was the main spokesman for the 

fairground community. With his education, training as a priest, and family 

association with the fairground, he became the ideal representative of the 

travelling showmen. He did much to safeguard the future of the old Van 

Dwellers Association and presented a respectable image of the fairground 

dwellers. 

An Unusual Parish 
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What comes into your mind when you think about the word ‘cradle’? It is 

not a word often heard during Lent. Yet it could well become a helpful 

word. The word cradle brings to mind; infant(s), changing mats, colourful 

furnishings, clothes, cots and all these being accompanied with noise - 

gurgling, laughing and crying. To open a nursery door can be a really 

special encounter, full of potential, it can take your breath away. Now 

your breath can also be taken away when you visit a tomb where someone 

has been buried! Any pyramid, cave or stone structure which has been 

used for burials come into this category. At the Tomb of the Eagles, in 

Orkney, the keepers once allowed the tourists to 

hold human skulls and bones and for some this 

made the past seem very close and the distance 

between birth and death not so great.  

 

Where is this leading you may ask? It leads to the 

contrast imbedded within our Christmas and Easter celebrations both have 

their place and both are totally different yet somehow alike. Christianity 

could be described as a journey from a manger (the cradle) to a grave (the 

tomb), both have much to teach us.  

 

While we work for four weeks through the 

season of Advent to arrive at a cradle on 

Christmas Day, we take six weeks to arrive 

via a cross at Holy Saturday. That is the one 

and only day when God is dead and buried – 

entombed. For many this is the central day 

for Christianity. Here we can find new 

breadth and depth for our journey if we take a few moments to 

contemplate that particular day.  

 

However, we should not linger there or find any joy there, just mark it as 

part of the journey of our Lord from the crucifixion to the incredible story  

of the empty tomb. From sunrise, women and men are coming and going, 

with tears and other emotions to a garden with a large stone rolled across 

the entrance of a tomb. From here it may well be a task to accept that the 

cradle of Christianity is actually a joy filled tomb!  

Cradle to the Grave 
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In response to the Warden's appeal for memories of the 

GSS in the past and in answer to the questions he 

posed, including what prompted me to join the Guild, I 

hope that it will be of interest to readers to recount 

something of my long time in the Guild. I was a pupil 

at Whitgift School, Croydon, which was then in Surrey. 

Until the twentieth century, Croydon had a palace of 

the Archbishops of Canterbury. In earlier centuries 

they would ride out with their retinues a day's journey by coach and horses 

from Lambeth Palace in London to savour the delights of the River 

Wandle which provided fresh water for the Palace which was sited nearby, 

beside the church of S. John the Baptist, the original Parish Church of the 

town. The Palace dated from the time of Archbishop Lanfranc and was 

both a summer retreat, a place at which to escape the less healthy 

atmosphere of London and one of the stops on the Archbishops' route to 

their palace in Canterbury. It was favoured by Archbishop Whitgift, the 

third Archbishop of Queen Elizabeth 1, who approved of him because he 

was not married and was also a strong opponent of the Puritans. She 

visited him at Croydon. Whitgift was concerned about education and the 

care of the elderly and he decided to start a Foundation which would deal 

with both. For the elderly retainers from his palaces he founded the 

Hospital of the Most Holy Trinity at the top of the hill near the palace for 

former retainers of his Palaces an almshouse with ' Brothers and Sisters' 

served by a Chaplain, with a small chapel in the 'Hospital'.  

 

The almshouse and the chapel are still there and the building is right in the 

middle of the modern town, now a London Borough. The Chaplain was 

also the schoolmaster and the schoolroom was situated behind the 

almshouse. He was able to give basic education to the boys but also 

provide Grammar School type teaching for boys who seemed suitable to 

proceed to University. From this grew two boys schools, originally called 

Whitgift Grammar School and Whitgift Middle school, now known 

respectively as Whitgift and the Trinity School of John Whitgift. The 

Foundation later acquired the Old Palace School for girls, which had  

 

GSS Then and Now by Fr. Brian Macdonald-

Milne 
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previously been run by the Community of the Sisters of the Church. The 

Foundation has a strong Christian tradition.  

 

I was a pupil at Whitgift School and our school chaplain was the Chaplain 

of the Foundation, the Vicar of Croydon, who at the time was also the 

Archdeacon and Rural Dean of Croydon," all rolled into one", as we used 

to say. Archdeacon Tonks prepared me for confirmation at school. I had 

previously been a choir boy at St Barnabas Church, Sutton. He invited me 

to become a server at Croydon Parish church as my family had moved to 

Wallington, nearer to Croydon. I used to cycle the four or five miles to get 

to school and church. I had become interested in the South Pacific after 

buying a set of Pitcairn Islands stamps and he asked me if I was going out 

there. I said that I had not thought about it but it sounded like a good idea. 

He then said: "Would you go as a layman or a priest? " We had no priests 

in my family. His question was therefore a turning point in my life as I 

thought he would not have asked me unless he thought I might be suitable. 

After much thought and prayer, I offered myself a a 'schoolboy ordinand' 

in the Diocese of Canterbury of which Croydon was then a "detached 

Archdeaconry". It is now in the Diocese of Southwark. I also joined the 

Chapter of the Epiphany of the GSS. The Chapter appeared to cover the 

Archdeaconry and Borough of Croydon and we moved around from 

church to church for the Office but without Benediction and with no other 

activities. The experience strengthened my conviction that God was calling 

me to be a priest as did the gatherings organized in the diocese by the 

Archdeacon of Maidstone for the schoolboy ordinands from different 

schools of whom there were quite a few. We even had an annual retreat. 

 

I did National Service in the Army and the Guild issued me with a card 

saying that I was a member which I assumed was to be shown to any army 

chaplains I was in contact with. After that, I studied theology at Cambridge 

University and then went on to Cuddesdon Theological College near 

Oxford. I served my assistant curacy at Fleetwood after ordination in 

Blackburn Cathedral in 1960. I was put in charge of the daughter church of 

St David, which for a while later became a parish church. I left to serve in 

the Diocese of Melanesia in the Western Pacific in 1964, initially to teach 

in the theological college, but later to hold other appointments, including 

being Head of the Department of Evangelism and Community Education, 

when I had the chance to establish the Melanesian Guild of Servers, based  
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on the GSS. The Guild still operates in some parts of the present Anglican 

Province of Melanesia, which covers the Solomon Islands, the Republic of 

Vanuatu (formerly the New Hebrides ) and the French Territory of New 

Caledonia. The aim was to raise the standard of serving among the many 

servers in the Province. The Provincial Cathedral of S. Barnabas, Honiara 

the capital of the Solomon Islands, of which I eventually became an 

Honorary Canon, has a high standard of serving and also of singing, which 

is always unaccompanied. I served the Pacific Conference of Churches 

while based in the New Hebrides from 1978 to 1980, before returning to 

England, where I served as a chaplain in various colleges and prisons 

before becoming a parish priest successively in the Dioceses of Ely and 

Chelmsford. I was therefore able to join the Chapter of St Etheldreda,in 

which I served for many years as Chaplain. During that time we celebrated 

the centenary of the Chapter and were able to publish its history. I am now 

one of the assistant chaplains and attend when I can the services of various 

kinds held in churches in Cambridgeshire and Newmarket organized by 

the various Anglican Catholic societies including the GSS. I retired to the 

Diocese of Ely. This year I am celebrating about 65 years since I first 

came in touch with the Guild. Praise the Lord. 

 

I thank God for all the influences which led me into the priesthood, 

including my school and its chaplain, Croydon Parish Church where I was 

a server (now Croydon Minster), and the GSS, which gave me experiences 

of Christian worship and devotion which have been of value and 

inspiration to me throughout my long ministry. 

 

 

 

 

The British Methodist missionary Stuart Wesley Keene Hine (1899 – 

1989) was born in London and as an infant was dedicated to Jesus Christ 

for work in the Salvation Army by his parents. Stuart first heard the 

Russian translation of the German version of the song below while on an 

evangelistic mission to the Carpathian Mountains in Ukraine, near the 

Polish border in 1931. Upon hearing it, he was inspired to create his 

English paraphrase known as “How Great Thou Art" which has become 

one of the favourite hymns of our time.  

 

Words of Comfort 
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O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder  

Consider all the works Thy hand hath made  

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder  

Thy power throughout the universe displayed  

Then sings my soul... my Saviour God to Thee  

How great Thou art!  

How great Thou art!  

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee  

How great Thou art! How great Thou art!  

 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander  

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees  

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur  

And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze  

Then sings my soul, …..  

 

And when I think that God His Son not sparing  

Sent Him to die - I scarce can take it in  

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing  

He bled and died to take away my sin  

Then sings my soul, …..  

 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation  

And take me home-what joy shall fill my heart!  

Then shall I bow in humble adoration  

And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art  

Then sings my soul, …..  

 

 

 

 

April Fools’ Day, also known as All Fools’ Day, has been 

celebrated for several centuries by different countries. 

Theories on its origins range from ancient Roman 

festivals to the weather, but perhaps the most common 

theory is that in 1582 the French changed from using the 

Julian calendar to the Gregorian. This meant they altered 

their new year from 1 April 1 to 1 January - the joke being on those who  

April Fools' Day: where did the tradition come 

from? 
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didn't get the memo. A renowned prank of this period and to this day is 

the “poisson d'Avril” (April fish) in which a paper fish, symbolising a 

gullible person, is placed on a fool's back.  

 

April Fools’ Day in Scotland is called Gowkie Day ("gowk" being 

another name for a cuckoo) which is a common symbol of the fool. 

Pranks continue into 2nd April, called Taily Day. People traditionally 

attach a “kick me” sign onto their friends’ backs. There’s speculation the 

day was tied to the first day of spring in the Northern Hemisphere when 

Mother Nature fooled people with changing, unpredictable weather. 

Other theories link April Fools' to the ancient Roman festival, Hilaria, 

which celebrated the resurrection of the god Attis. Participants would 

dress in disguise at the event at the end of March. Here are six of the best 

of modern times:  

 

1. The most famous is the spaghetti harvest. In 1957, the BBC broadcast a 

film on Panorama showing Swiss farmers pricking freshly grown 

spaghetti. The BBC was flooded with requests about the plant.  

 

2. S. Paul’s Cathedral. In 1982, TV reports said S. Paul's Cathedral was to 

be moved to North London to ease traffic congestion around the historic 

landmark.  

 

3. Fools’ Day Parade. Since 1986 press releases for New York City April 

Fools' Day Parade - which doesn't exist - have been issued every year  

 

4. Left-handed burger. In 1998 Burger King ran a full-page advert in 

USA Today for its 'left-handed Whopper' - with all the condiments 

rotated 180 degrees especially for left-handed diners. Scores of customers 

requested the fake sandwich and Burger King later announced 'Everyone 

knows that it takes two hands to hold a Whopper!'  

 

5. Flying penguins. In 2008 the BBC caught viewers out by running a 

video clip of flying penguins, claiming the birds were flying to tropical 

rainforests in South America to escape the harsh Antarctic weather.  

 

6. Doggy high chair Ikea made a fool out of its furniture fans by 

producing and releasing a high chair for dogs in 2011. 
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S. Andrew’s at Shotley in Northumberland is a 

Georgian church standing in an isolated position 

at the top of Grey Mare Hill near Consett, it is a 

cruciform church built in 1769 to replace a much 

older church. The building suffered from 

subsidence due to the collapse of mine workings 

under the hill and had to be rebuilt in 1892. It is 

extremely simple, composed of just a nave with 

two transepts, a chancel, a west bellcote, and an 

entrance porch leading into the south transept. 

Inside is a simple Georgian interior, with a nice 

vaulted roof and fairly plain pews and pulpit of 

wood.  

The only sign I saw to the church 

was this one which was laid against 

a wall and a post by the roadside. 

The most interesting feature is not 

within the church but in the 

churchyard, the Hopper Mausoleum, 

a fanciful domed structure built in 

1752. The Mausoleum is in neo-classical style, with pinnacles and 

classical statue niches beneath a peculiar cupola. It was built by Humphrey  

 

S. Andrew’s and the Hopper Mausoleum 
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Hopper of Black Hedley as a memorial to his wife. He himself was buried 

here. S. Andrew's today is not used for regular worship and is in the care 

of the Churches Conservation Trust.  

Unfortunately, open cast mining deprived 

the church of its only vehicular access but 

there is a path uphill, running past the 

churchyard and looping back to a lane on the 

north, so you won't get lost! In 1969 it was 

declared redundant and taken over by the Redundant Churches Trust in 

1973.The Churches Conservation Trust seem to have decided to leave the 

churchyard in a more natural state, so most of it is overgrown which makes 

an awkward approach to the Mausoleum. It really is very striking, and a 

wonderful example of the neoclassical style that enjoyed such a vogue 

from the middle of the 18th 

century.  

The interior of the church itself is 

very plain, the main appeal being 

the wonderful Georgian box pews. 

The north transept has been 

transformed into a vestry, 

complete with a fireplace, and there is a small cast iron stove by the main 

entrance. One certainly gets the impression that Shotley church was a 

chilly place in winter; not too surprising, really, given its hilltop location. 

The church location quite spectacular, with wonderful views in all 

directions.  

 

When did Anglican ministers start to wear “dog collars” on a regular 

basis?  This is a good question! The clerical, or Roman, collar is a sign or 

mark of a person's holy calling, according to the Church of England. It is 

an identifying badge that can be recognised by people of all faiths and they 

are worn by both Anglican and Roman Catholic priests and others around 

the world. In 1976 the Church of England’s Enquiry Centre produced an  

Why a Dog Collar? 
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A4 sheet concerning the use of 

the “dog collar” among the 

clergy on this sheet it was stated 

that apparently the ‘dog collar’ 

had been invented by the Revd. 

Dr. Donald McLeod. This was  

according to an article in the 

Glasgow Herald of 6th December 

1894, and was something similar, 

the Roman collarino, which dates 

back, perhaps, to the 17th century. The Oxford Movement of the 19th 

century led to the adoption by many Anglican clergy of a clerical collar, 

certainly by the time of the First World War. A reaction began in the late 

1960s, especially among evangelical Anglicans, who returned to lay 

neckwear, as had been the normal practice among clergy before the mid-

19th century. This was probably due to their rejection of the Roman 

Catholic doctrine of priesthood. Very few evangelical clergy today wear 

the “dog collar” except on formal occasions. Incidentally, there is no 

requirement in canon law for the “dog collar” to be worn. A “middle-of-

the-road” clergyman speaking in the late 1950s said that, in wearing a 

white shirt and white tie, he was being a loyal and traditional Anglican. 

 

 

 

1. Your thumb is nearest to you, and without it you are helpless. So, begin 

your prayers by praying for those closest to you, without whom you, too, 

would be lost. They are the easiest to remember.  

 

2. The next finger is the pointing finger. Pray for those who teach, instruct 

and heal including teachers, doctors, and ministers. They need support and 

wisdom in pointing others in the right direction. Pray for them.   

 

3. The next finger is the tallest finger. Reminding us of our leaders. Pray 

for the Queen, the Prime Minister, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 

church, leaders in business and industry. These people shape our nation 

and guide public opinion. They need God's guidance.  

The Five Fingers Prayer 
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4. The fourth finger our ring finger. Surprisingly this is our weakest finger; 

as any piano teacher tell you. It should remind us to pray for those who are 

weak, in trouble or in pain. They need your 

prayers.  

 

5. Lastly comes the little finger; the 

smallest finger of all. Which is where we 

should place ourselves in relation to God 

and others. As the Bible says, "The least 

shall be the greatest among you." Your 

should remind you to pray for yourself. By 

the time you have prayed for the other four 

groups, your own needs will be put into 

proper perspective and you will be able to 

pray for yourself more effectively. 

Those closest to you 

     Those who teach 

                      Our Leaders 

                                    The weak  Ourselves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by an RAF Chaplain whilst on active service 
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It was suggested that members might like to write about their own 

churches. So, here is the first by Cllr. Allan Birt,  

My Village Church 

 

It is my good fortune to live at a small 

village in rural Suffolk. The church of 

Fornham All Saints is typical 'East Anglian' 

style and built of flint and stone. It dates 

from the 12th century and much of the 

original medieval fabric remains although 

the church, like many others, was restored 

in the Victorian era. It is a listed Grade 1 

building and situated in the village centre, adjacent to the village green and 

surrounded by trees and period cottages. My cottage, close by dates from 

about 1650. 

On entering from the porch on the south side, you are immediately in the 

central portion of the nave as the south aisle was built later, against the 

east wall of the porch. This gives the pleasing effect of the south aisle 

being another room beyond the arcade. Unusually, the south aisle extends 

eastwards of the chancel arch and the Lady Chapel is situated here. On the 

north side at the chancel arch, the aisle opens 

out into a wide transept. The overall result is a 

rather unusual layout. 

Whilst there is a considerable amount of 

interesting medieval carved stonework both 

within and without the church, the medieval 

font is quite plain which is a puzzlement. Was 

the plan for it to be carved but the protestant Reformation intervened? 

Another surviving medieval feature is also an enigma. It is the positioning 

of the sedilia and piscina, but they are the wrong way around as regards 

the usual setting, the piscina is to the west of the sedilia. 

The nave windows are of clear-glass and fill the church with light. The 

chancel has a splendid east window: depicting Christ in Majesty 

surrounded by his Saints with some East Anglian ones including S. Felix  

My Village Church 
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and S. Fursey. As the S. Edmundsbury 

Chapter is dedicated to SS Felix & Fursey 

I find it particularly pleasing they are also 

remembered in my parish church. On the 

side of the north aisle a disabled access 

and WC has been recently added. This 

work was done by a firm which specialises 

in restoring churches and ancient buildings 

and so it blends in with the original structure. When it has weathered over 

a few decades, it will look to be contemporary with the church. As 

Churchwarden I am proud of my parish church and am pleased to have 

such an interesting historical building in which to worship. Here over 

many centuries praise, prayers, and worship have been offered to God by 

numerous souls. Still with a faithful congregation and 44 on the electoral 

roll, hopefully this will continue well into the future.                                                 

 

 

The Dogwood is not the most popular or most common flowering tree, but 

it has developed a certain mystique and mythology of its own. Many people 

enjoy the beauty of the blooms and twisted branches. Yet some religious 

groups think the flower symbolizes more than the beauty of nature. 

Consider the religious symbolism of this flower and the other meanings you 

can draw from the petals and stamens. What Does the Dogwood Flower 

Mean? None of the Dogwood species currently growing are native to the 

Middle East where Christianity first developed. However, the same 

symbolism is generally applied to all types of Dogwoods regardless of 

native status. This tree means: 

• Rebirth & Resurrection particularly through the story of Jesus Christ 

• Christianity as a whole 

• Pity & regret over a decision or a situation that was beyond your control 

• Durability and reliability, strength and resilience 

• Purity, especially in a religious or spiritual sense 

The Dogwood Bro. Mark continues his series on plants 
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• A signal of affection to someone who may not reciprocate it 

Many cultures have interacted with tree for medicine or woodworking, yet 

there is little symbolism related except for the Christian lore regarding it. 

Etymological Meaning of the Dogwood 

Flower 

All Dogwood trees fall into the Cornus 

genus. Most people use the common name 

for the Flowering Dogwood, or Cornus 

Florida, that is native to North America. 

This variety has been bred extensively by gardeners to develop different 

flower colours. The European version was originally called a whipple-tree, 

which evolved into dog-tree and eventually Dogwood. There’s no 

conclusive link between the name and anything to do with dogs, but some 

language experts claim the name comes from a misspelling of dagwood. 

Dags are sharpened bits of wood used as darts, arrow shafts, or skewers. 

The wood of the Dogwood tree is ideal for this. 

Symbolism of the Dogwood Flower 

The Dogwood is primarily a symbol of Christianity. Outside of that 

tradition, it is not considered a birth flower or used for arrangements. The 

Victorians did ascribe an extra meaning to the flower because the story 

tying the tree to the Crucifixion wasn’t written yet. A bachelor would offer 

a Dogwood flower sprig to a woman he felt affection towards and waited 

for a response. If the flower was returned, he was out of luck. A woman 

keeping the flower signalled an interest or attraction. The flower was also a 

symbol of reliability and durability due to the strength of the wood. 

 

 

 
By Tony Lawrence, S. Joseph the Foster Father. IOW. 

 

Having joined the Guild in February 2011 as a server at S. Saviour's, 

Shanklin I have always felt at home in the church, but mostly around the 

altar. My duties as church warden have allowed me to work closely with 

clergy and to see a side to church life, one would not normally see. At the 

age of 14, I had a sense of calling, this was put to the back of my mind and  

Becoming an Ordinand: The Journey Begins 
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life carried on, however the seed was sown and began to slowly grow. My 

life took a path of what seemed to me "normal" growing up. As a teenager 

I would hang around within the gangs in the local park. As a young man, I 

became involved with a local Vespa / Lambretta club which in turn led to 

drinking, smoking and other things that I am not overly proud 

of; but that was my life being mapped out or so I thought, it was 

in fact me trying hard to be "bad" so that God wouldn't want 

me. My plan worked so I thought until the seed that was 

growing within couldn't be contained anymore and I found 

myself attending my local church. Time passed and my church life was 

now my normal life, having settled down with a wife and two children, life 

was all that we wanted it to be, both working in jobs we loved, living on an 

island which we loved, life was perfect. However, God had other plans. 

The sense of a calling was greater than ever and my church life helped to 

nurture it, so it was at the age of 40, I joined the serving team at S. 

Saviours under the watchful eye of the head server, Alan Jeffery. I took to 

serving like a duck to water, I loved every minute of it, being around the 

altar was where I felt completely at home.  

 

In February 2011 I joined the Guild, attending every meeting, rain or 

shine. I enjoyed singing the Office in churches around the island. Due to 

location and easy access (and me being church warden) it was decided by 

the Guild members to hold the chapter meetings at S. Saviours on a 

permanent basis. Being part of the GSS was an important thing to me, a 

sense of belonging to a bigger family and one that other members shared 

in a passion that I also had. Over time my position within our small 

chapter changed and I took on the role as secretary and treasurer, again a 

position I loved doing. 

 

However, things started to change when seeing an advert in the 'The 

Server' about an ordination fund triggered a deeper thought process, could 

I be being drawn to something else within the church? I started to explore 

the possibilities of priesthood, I went to see my priest and the ball started 

rolling, over time I was put in touch with a DDO and thanks to Bishop 

Norman and Bishop Christopher and funding from the GSS, I was able to 

attend a 'exploring vocation weekend' at St Stephens house in Oxford, this 

was a great chance to meet and talk to others who were experiencing the 

same feelings I was having. The weekend was great, really relaxed and  
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fun. I met Fr Darren who loved the tattoo on my leg!! (that's another 

story!!) and so I attended a BAP and thankfully on the second attempt I 

was recommended for training and accepted at St Stephens house. 

 

Being a member of GSS has helped with the process, as I have had 

constant contact with members and clergy from all over the country. I also 

applied to the COF and after a lovely chat with Colin Squires, I was 

pleased to be informed I had been accepted for financial help from the 

grant. Costs for training are high from all parties, not just from the Diocese 

and Church House, but from the individual as well, I have had to self-fund 

a new 'house cassock', cotta, shoes and clothes to wear generally for when 

I started in October, St Stephens is not a place for my normal attire of 

shorts and t-shirt!!! 

 

I would like to personally thank all those that have been involved from the 

Guild in my process, your advice and prayers have been invaluable. 'Thank 

you'.  I hope to attend Chapter meetings in Oxford when I locate a local 

chapter and I also intend to keep working within the Guild when 

'hopefully' I am priested as it will be nice to 'give back' to the Guild the 

help it has given me. 

 

I would urge anyone reading this to seek help and advice if my story has 

triggered anything within them, you can do it, God calls people from all 

walks of life to tend to his flocks; who in turn contain all walks of life!  

 

 

 

Thank you to the anonymous Guild Member who sent this interesting item. 

When were they written? Who wrote them? 

Why are they in our bibles in the order of 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John? It’s 

difficult to answer any one of these 

questions without getting entangled with all 

of the others! To answer all four questions at once needs more space than I 

have here. So the question of the biblical order. Matthew comes first 

because it was widely believed in early centuries - even by the  

The Order of the Gospels 
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great S. Augustine of Hippo (354-430) - that this was the earliest. At that 

time, it was widely believed that the Gospel of Mark, which has a lot in 

common with Matthew, was written as a summary of Matthew. Hence the 

order of Matthew followed by Mark when the Canon of Scripture (that is, 

the approved books, out of the many then in circulation) came together to 

form our present New Testament. The middle of the fourth century is the 

earliest precise evidence for the whole of the New Testament Canon as we 

know it, but the Four Gospels and the Epistles of S. Paul had come to be 

accepted as foundational authority by about 130 and were put on the same 

footing as the Jewish Old Testament over a period that can roughly be 

bracketed by the dates 170 and 220. These formed the kernel of the New 

Testament, to which the other books were gradually added later.  

Luke came after Matthew and Mark for two reasons: it was easy to see that 

it had a good deal of material in common with Matthew and Mark; and so 

placing it third was logical enough, given the current supposition that 

Matthew should come first as the earliest, with Mark next as a summary of 

it. John came last, as a Gospel with quite a distinct character which sets it 

apart. The preceding three, which obviously belonged together, are the 

Synoptic Gospels, referring to their shared nature as summarising accounts 

of the life and teaching of Christ: ‘synoptic’ meaning just that 

‘summarising’ (as in ‘synopsis’, ‘summary’). Of course, we know now, 

thanks to nineteenth century scholarship and its subsequent refinement, 

that Mark’s Gospel was the first to be written; that the authors of Matthew 

and Luke both used Mark as a source (along with other sources); and that 

the common ground between them comes from this textual 

interrelationship. John is undoubtedly distinct, and so its fourth position 

remains unproblematic. It can be described as a complement to the 

Synoptics, written to draw out Christ’s divinity and the sublime nature of 

his teaching and so, you might say, it needs the texts with the stronger 

story-line to precede it. The order of Gospels followed by Epistles was and 

is a necessary order of priority: we have always needed the textual 

witnesses to the Christian story before we could understand the 

interpretative material of the Epistles and their teaching to the young 

church. But in chronological terms the earliest of the New Testament texts 

are actually those Epistles written by Paul, which were produced over 

several years, starting round about AD 50. Dating the Gospels is a quite 

complicated matter and needs an article of its own. 
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This comes from a Spring Order of Service celebrated in New Zealand 

We believe in God, who is found in darkness, who parted the waters; who                          

made from nothing, light, stars, moons, planets and earth; who ran wild                      

with joy, creating mountains, waves and snowflakes. Who spun a web of                       

shimmering life where creatures grew and changed, flowered and put down                          

roots, swam and flew, ran, played and talked - in many different languages               

with beings of astonishing variety, each needing all the others, held in a                                 

delicate kinship. God saw that it was good and laughed and made more.                        

We believe in God, who provides for each according to their needs who                 

blankets the drowsy wintering spider with warm earth so she may go about                          

her business in the springtime.  We believe in God, who is found in stillness, 

walks in the world, is awake and vulnerable, delighting and loving, bright                          

as the sunshine, who grieves in the quiet for scorched wilderness, wounded 

forests silenced voices, broken threads who names the truth and shoulders                       

the weight of hoping. We believe in God, who is found in loneliness, who                       

speaks in the dawn birdsong and the call of whales. We believe God calls                             

us as the church to love the earth. 

 

 

 

What is the correct noun for a group of Councillors? 

Is it a Collection, a Covey or maybe even a Coven? 

 
 

 We Believe …………………. 

A Collective Noun Required. 
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Dennis Garland, Secretary of S. John the Baptist Chapter, noticed an 

advert "Server wanted. Experience needed" at his local fish and chip 

takeaway in Torquay. His service of 61 years was not the sort of experience 

they needed. 
 

   
 

 

Who are the Others? If it’s true that we are here to help others, then what 

exactly are the others here for? 

 

Drive. Never drive faster than your guardian angel can fly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A husband and wife are in church. The vicar notices that the husband has 

fallen asleep and says to the wife, “Wake your husband up!” The wife 

answers, “You're the one who made him fall asleep, you wake him up!” 

 
The Guild Collect 

 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, to us Thy servants, the spirit of 

holy fear: that we, following the example of Thy holy child Samuel, may 

faithfully minister before Thee in Thy Sanctuary; through Jesus Christ Thy 

Son our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy 

Ghost, ever One God, world without end.  Amen. 

Fell Asleep. I have recently heard that somewhere in a church archive  

hidden in a vestry somewhere in depths of South London is a Book of  

Common Prayer which was lovingly given and inscribed by the giver  

in the memory of a specific server who ‘fell asleep on 2nd March 19XX’   

the image that this line conjured up was irresistible; all I hope is that he  

was not a Guild Member on duty at the time!!!! 
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Brethren, if you are looking to become a 

priest then maybe the Candidates for 

Ordination Fund can help you! 

 
Have you been a full member for over two years? If 

both answers are yes, then the Candidates for 

Ordination Fund could assist you financially with an 

annual grant.  

 

              Apply to Cllr Colin Squires 

  Southdene,  

Slimbridge Road,          

Burgess Hill,  

West Sussex.  

     RH15 8QE  

  Email: squires603@btinternet.com  

Tel 01444 244 737 

 
 

mailto:squires603@btinternet.com
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