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Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary 
 

Guild Patrons: The Bishops of Ebbsfleet & Richborough 

 

The Warden, Chaplain Candidates for Ordination Fund & Trustee 

The Reverend Canon Darren Smith  - gsswarden@gmail.com  0121 382 5533 

 

Warden Emeritus :  The Reverend J D Moore 

 

Secretary General & Trustee:  Grand Councillor Michael Andrew 

gss.secretarygeneral@gmail.com     07498 201137 

 

Treasurer General & Trustee:  James Farmer  gss.treasurergeneral@gmail.com 

 

Administrator Candidates for Ordination Fund & Trustee:  Councillor Colin Squire 

gsscofsecretary@gmail.com   01444 244737 

 

The Server Editor:  Grand Councillor Peter J Keat     

Gss.editor@gmail.com      02392 582499 

 

Guild Sales & Publications: Councillor Chris Barnett  gss.salesandpublications@gmail.com 

 

Hon Organist:  Roger Marvin  rogermarvin1965@gmail.com  01303 311046 

 

All correspondence to be addressed to:   

Name and Title 

Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary, c/o Additional Curates Society, 

16 Commercial Street,Birmingham, B1 1RS 

 

Guild Website:  www.guild-of-servants-of-the-sanctuary.weebly.com 

Follow us on Facebook : Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary 
 

Objects of the Guild 

1. To raise the spiritual tone of altar servers 

2. To promote a conscientious performance of the duties of altar servers 

3. To encourage more frequent attendance at the Holy Eucharist, in addition to 

times of duty. 
 

 

Guild Collect 
 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, to us thy servants, the spirit of holy fear: that 

we following the example of thy holy child Samuel, may faithfully minister before thee 

in thy sanctuary; through Jesus Christ Thy Son our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with 

thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:gsswarden@gmail.com
mailto:gss.secretarygeneral@gmail.com
mailto:gss.treasurergeneral@gmail.com
mailto:gsscofsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:Gss.editor@gmail.com
mailto:gss.salesandpublications@gmail.com
mailto:rogermarvin1965@gmail.com
http://www.guild-of-servants-of-the-sanctuary.weebly.com/


3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Items for publication should be received by the second Saturday of 

January, April, July and October. Opinions expressed within this 

magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the 

Guild.  

Printed by The Additional Curates Society. 
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Reverend Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,  

 

What a wonderful time of year Spring is. The welcoming of 

new life and new birth after the dark dreary days of winter. 

Let us praise the Lord for all his blessings and gifts to us. 

 

An Interesting Fact 

Whilst scanning through hundreds of back copies of The Server and its 

predecessors, The Occasional Papers and the Guildsman, that I have on 

disc, I came across this rather unusual and interesting wartime fact----  

In the October 1944 edition of The Server, right in the middle of the 

hostilities of war, the General Council met and one of the things they were 

told by the Treasurer General was that no medals had been bought in the 

last year as the Board of Trade had prohibited the use of 

metal. So as a temporary stop gap, it was suggested that a 

die be cut of the medal with the aim of having a quantity 

made of Bakelite to see them over this period of shortage. 

This plan was accepted and one of the Council members 

agreed to look into the possibility of producing such 

medals. However, I can find no other reference to these 

Bakelite medals anywhere. Does anyone know if the plan 

was ever followed up, and if so, were they ever produced? Better still are 

there still some around? I would love to see one!  

There was also a great difficulty in getting Guild Manuals and other Guild 

paperwork produced, again this was due to a ruling by the Board of Trade 

on the wartime use of paper. How things have changed in 75 years! 

 

God Bless, keep the faith and please stay safe, 
Peter 

From the Editors’ Desk 
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New Members: Timothy Alexander Mark Davies, Philip James Erik Edselius,    

Henry Vyse, Mr Peter Huntingdon Bewers, Brian Anthony Roberts, Aneurin 

Conyers, Uchenna Henry Muo, Jerry Yang. Priest Associate Fr. Grant Naylor 

 

Faithful Departed: Peter Hodge, Barrie Mills, Ian Howarth, Geoffrey Teece. 

Alan George, Robert William Epps, Jill Bowyer, Colin Ellis, Joseph Bray, 

Gerald Stubbert, James Kay,| Colin Spong, 

 

 

Peter Hodge: was a server at S. Paul, Winchmore Hill and a 

member of the Blessed Sacrament Chapter until it went into 

abeyance. He is seen as Thurifer at Sutton's Hospital, 

Charterhouse in 2010 to mark the 475th anniversary of the 

Martyrdom of S. John Houghton (last Prior of the London 

Charterhouse). The choristers are from Westminster 

Cathedral and the Preacher was Archbishop Rowan Williams.   
 

Robert Epps had been a loyal server in All Saints, Saltburn since the 1970’s 

and was a Life Member and supported the Guild despite his local Chapter 

had closing. He died on 5th October 2020 at the age of 87. It was pleasing to 

see that the Guild Collect was included in his funeral service. 

 

 

  

There is always is an enormous time delay between when I 

write these words and when you receive them.  Just to give 

you all the context, I am writing these words at the very 

beginning of January and we have just had notification of the third 

“Lockdown”.  One of the things that has been obvious in all the 

correspondence I have received, and I am very grateful to those who sent  

 

 

 

The Directory 

The Wardens Words 
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me cards and emails over the last few months, is GSS like virtually every 

single thing in the Country, if not in the world, has almost been brought to 

a halt since the onslaught of the Pandemic.  Many chapters have contacted 

me to say that they haven’t met.  One of the things that is so very much at 

the heart of membership of GSS is that feeling of collegiality and mutual 

support for one another, so not physically being able to meet has come as a 

tremendous blow. This lack of meetings has not only demoralised 

individuals and chapters, it also sadly leads to a reduction in recruitment 

because it is hard to encourage new membership when people can’t quite 

see what they will get when joining GSS.  The only news that comes from 

Chapter after Chapter is where brothers and sisters have sadly passed 

away. The pandemic and the resulting lockdowns have forced us all to 

retreat into our own space and worship has become, for many, an on-line 

or a solitary experience. I did write some time ago about how many of us 

have found great solace and comfort in the regular saying of the Guild 

Office and perhaps I can just remind you all, not only of the obligation that 

we are under as Guild members to say this office, but also the way the 

office in a real way brings us back into communion and fellowship with 

one another. So sadly, we have lost members, not solely because of 

COVID-19, but through age and infirmity and I  think it is important that 

we recognise the outstanding commitment of so many men and women to 

GSS over the years, and also commit ourselves in a real way to praying for 

them. Hopefully once this dreadful pandemic is behind us, we will be able 

to find some meaningful way together to commemorating all former 

members in a way that perhaps we might have done more locally and more 

regularly before the shutdown. I know the Guild of All Souls have an 

Annual Requiem in November and perhaps we might think of something 

similar which would allow me as The Warden to formally recognise and 

commemorate all our departed members. 

  

This current issue The Server will hit your doorstep in the great lead up to 

the central core of our faith, the celebration of Easter when we recall the 

victory of Christ over death and all the events of Holy Week remind us 

very powerfully and importantly that Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour 

was himself not immune from the sufferings of this world.  Whenever I 

have the privilege of celebrating Holy Week in a parish, I never cease to 

be moved by the ways in which our liturgy reminds us powerfully of the 

engagement of Christ in everyday life, which includes the sorrows and the  
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sufferings that we all experience. Those powerful Gospel words that will 

be heard again in the liturgy of Maundy Thursday which says “ he always 

loved those who were His own in the world, and when the time came for 

Him to be glorified, He showed how perfect His love was.” 

  

Christ’s perfect love is displayed so powerfully not only in the glory of the 

Resurrection, but in the suffering of the Cross. The humility of Christ who 

knelt and washed his disciples’ feet, the loneliness of Christ who went into 

the garden of Gethsemane and prayed with prayers that were so fervently 

meant that his tears fell to the ground like drops of blood. The desperation 

of Christ who hung painfully on the Cross, with his arms outstretched in 

the loving embrace of the entire world and who cried out, as so many have, 

and do so constantly, cry out, “My God, My God why have you forsaken 

me”.  This for me is perfect love, amazing love, extravagant love, and love 

that is freely offered to us all. 

  

As a country, as a world, for most of 2020 we too have suffered, we have 

been fearful and have experienced loneliness, some may have doubted the 

presence of God, but our liturgy and our faith teaches us powerfully that in 

all of this Christ is with us, Christ is amongst us, Christ is beside us. I have 

absolutely no idea where we will be when you receive this magazine, what 

we will have experienced as a country, as individuals, what I do know with 

absolute certainty is that whatever and wherever, Christ is our Saviour, our 

Master and our Friend. So if, and I really do hope, the liturgies are able to 

go ahead this year, unlike 2020, you may in some way gain strength and 

comfort from the Christ that is seen at the table on Maundy Thursday, that 

is held on the Cross on Good Friday and that rises again on Easter 

morning.  If we are all confined to our homes again that the same Christ 

will be real to you, because Brothers and Sisters nothing can ever separate 

us from the love of God revealed in his Son, Christ Jesus. May God richly 

bless you during this period of Holy Week and Easter and once again, my 

sincere thanks for your faithfulness and your commitment to the Lord, 

serving at the altar and being a member of this wonderful fellowship that 

we belong to in the Guild of the Servants of the Sanctuary.  

 

Best wishes 

  

Father Darren Smith 
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Annual Chapter Report Our Lady & S. Richard PG4/144. We little 

thought last January, that 2020 was going to be such a strange and 

challenging year. It had been no mean task to organize visits as we had 

several interregnums in our area, which meant that there were fewer 

churches for us to visit. We did manage to meet at S. Peter’s, Selsey, for 

the first time in many years and were made very welcome. Mass was sung 

with an organ accompaniment and we even gained a new member who 

works in the local lifeboat station. The following month we had planned to 

visit the Bishop’s Chapel in Chichester, to renew our vows and admit a 

new member, but this had to change and due to the virus our members 

decided, by February, not to attend further meetings as the first lockdown 

was imminent, disappointing, but necessary. Since then, contact has been 

maintained by ringing the membership to see how they were coping. Some 

are serving with a full team whilst others are serving with only a thurifer 

and crucifer, due to restrictions imposed by their church layouts. Some are 

self-isolating and others have managed to find an alternative church whilst 

their own parish is in interregnum. It has been a difficult year but 

contacting the members has kept the Chapter alive and we hope that, with 

God’s blessing, we shall be able to return to ‘normal’ during 2021. 

Fr Chris Collins Chaplain S. Godric of Finchale. Like the rest of the 

world, our meetings halted in March with the dangers of Covid-19 and the 

government regulations imposed upon the whole country. Normally we 

would meet 10 times a year, moving around the Diocese so that members 

from all parts of the county could participate. Whenever we were invited 

to a new location, we would ask the parish priest to say something about 

the parish, the church and its history and then we would sing the Office. 

Otherwise, sometimes I would address the members with an insight into 

the practice of our liturgy under the title of ‘The Ritual Reason Why’! We 

have two Chapter highlights in a ‘normal’ year. Our Patronal Festival S. 

Godric’s day in May when mass is offered and the Guild Office sung in 

the ruins of Finchale Priory near Durham. Godric is a remarkable figure 

and preachers are rarely lost for themes for sermons on his life! Secondly 

is our participation in the Feast of the Translation of the Relics of Cuthbert 

in the cathedral at the beginning of September. Other calendar fixtures are  

 

News from the Chapters 
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the Chapter Requiem with the Chapters North of the Tyne and our Quiet 

Day in Advent. The virus has put paid to all that. As soon as the diary for 

2020 had been finalised it all unravelled. It was impossible to meet, or for 

our Churches to open at all and this embargo on getting together as a 

Chapter has continued throughout the year. However, I was conscious that 

not only were Guild members, like the rest of their congregations, barred 

from their church in those early days, but that the withdrawal from serving 

and playing that special and active part in the worship of their churches 

was an added burden which has continued for most servers even when 

public worship was reinstated. We remember some of our members often 

feel isolated in their parishes, being the only server, and for them the value 

of meeting with fellow servicers is often overlooked. To cope with these 

issues each of us is committed to saying the Office every day when we 

would have met. In this way we have been able to renew a degree of 

fellowship and support with each other. S. Godric’s day and Cuthbert’s 

festival passed with sadness that we could not honour our special saints. 

Each of us can include in our own parish’s Requiem our departed 

members,. 

 

Serving in Australia during the Pandemic   by Hugh Kabengele 

 

I am 12 years old at All Saints’ Church, East St Kilda, Australia. The 

church foundation stone was laid in 1858 and is the largest Anglican 

parish church in Melbourne and is of the English gothic style. During the 

pandemic restrictions, I have been serving every week at the Saturday 

evening Masses, as we have been able to have private and live-streamed 

Masses. I would sometimes serve at a weekday 7 a.m. Mass, in the Lady 

Chapel. I am also Head Chorister, our Choir was founded in the 1880s 

and I joined it at the age of seven. My first Sunday Mass was held during 

the pandemic and as the regular adult serving team were self-isolating, I 

served on most Sundays. The restrictions began in March and in 

Melbourne we could have five people in the church for a live-streamed 

service. These were the priest, a server, an organist, a cantor and a reader. 

We moved a lectern into the Sanctuary and the readings and sermon were 

given from there, so that they could be covered by the camera.  Some 

weekends were very busy: one Saturday afternoon I sang Treble for the 

recorded Mass, then served at the Mass at 6 p.m. then again, on the 

Sunday morning. Recently, two other young choristers started server  
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training and share serving with singing in the Choir. It is a challenge to 

serve correctly. There are many objects and positions to remember and the 

Missal and stand is heavy to carry. Even the bells are heavy. Learning the 

role of Thurifer and managing the incense was a challenge! December 

most of the restrictions have been lifted and we can have more people in 

church and the full Choir again. On 13th December, the three junior 

servers and three of the adult servers joined the GSS.  There are now 13 

Servers at All Saints’. It is hoped that more young people will take up 

serving and that we will see in “The Server” magazine more articles about 

what they are doing and pictures of them from all over the world.  
 

The Chapter in East St. Kilda: After a dormant period of 50 years, the 

All Saints’ Chapter has been revived. It consists of 13 Servers at All Saints 

Church, East St Kilda and the Chapter hopes to attract members from 

neighbouring parishes. Six Servers were inducted into the Guild on 

Laudete Sunday, Gregory Sobey, Peter Lemin, Andrew Hartland and 

junior members Hugh Kabengele (Head Chorister), Benjamin Muyemba 

and Philip Edselius. The Chapter’s original banner has been located and 

now stands in the church, near the Sanctuary. 

Due to the COVID pandemic restrictions, the 

new members had been waiting since March 

2020 to be admitted.  Most restrictions were 

lifted in December and the Induction 

ceremony was conducted by Fr René Knaap 

(Parish Priest), assisted by Fr James Bishop 

(Associate Priest). In line with COVID 

requirements, wrapped biscuits and take-away tea and coffee were 

available for the large congregation, provided by the Parish’s Social and 

Outreach Committee in the Hall, after the Service. The Chapter will hold 

its inaugural meeting soon. 
 

Picture from the Past:- 

 

Members of the Chapter of The 

Epiphany in New Zealand, about 1940. 

The Chapter was centred around the 

Church of S. Barnabas, Roseneath, 

Wellington, New Zealand.  
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 Address 

 

Fr. Christopher Collins,  Chaplain Saint Godric Chapter 

 

I—O—U—invitation, obedience and unification 

  

We come to the second stanza of the Angelus. Mary’s co-operation with the 

invitation of the angel is seen as she says her unequivocal ‘yes’. And yet no 

sense of pride or importance—just the response of the ’handmaid of the 

Lord’, who submits with obedience ‘be it unto me according to thy word.’ 

But this word obedience needs to be unpacked a little for us to see clearly 

the full message of the Annunciation. There are least three ways in which 

we can view the issue of obedience. Firstly, there is the obedience that 

comes with a threat. ‘do this, or else.’ This is the bigger force overcoming 

the weaker. The minor party may acquiesce because the other is better 

armed with realistic retaliation for disobedience. Coerced into doing what is 

demanded may look as though it is obedience to the aggressor, but it is not a 

whole-hearted commitment; it is more a defeat in the face of unequal odds. 

There is no way that we can begin to understand the Annunciation as a 

surrender on the part of Mary, nor can we interpret the story as one of a 

domineering power exercised by God in order to push through his will. Yet 

folks do see the action of God on his world this way. There’s what we might 

call the Old Testament approach to God’s action on the world, often brutal 

force imposed upon the nations that stood in the way of the advancing 

Hebrew people. If we are honest about this, we Anglo-Catholics can often 

seem to be set in our ways in liturgy, morality, and sacramental practice out 

of a sense of fear. We are obedient to the received understanding of our faith 

and the implications of its practice because we fear the consequences of our 

perceived disobedience to our inheritance. Perhaps we should all see how 

far our obedience to the tenets of our faith and our practice of it are dictated 

by fear of leaving the stream of tradition as we feel we have received it. 

There is a second interpretation of obedience which again is surely not there 

in the Annunciation account and that is as a result of a sense of duty. The 

soldier is enlisted into a command structure and willingly or not, will obey 

those orders because he has pledged to do so. In politics we hear a lot of 

obedient comment from all parties, we don’t really expect them to do any 

other than be loyal to their party whatever their own feelings. 

Advent Address Pt.2 
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Similarly, in the Church we are expected to ’toe the official line’ and be 

loyal to its teachings as we understand them. Obedience to tradition and 

doctrine are seen by the world as marks of integrity and single-mindedness. 

We have been enlisted into the ‘Salvation Army’ as it were, and marked 

with the sign of the cross are witnesses to the revealed truth of our faith. 

This sense of duty at the root of obedience is perfectly acceptable and can 

be applied to our practice of the faith, but I would suggest that still it does 

not fully reflect the depth of obedience shown by Mary in response to the 

angel’s message. It may come with no threat to punish disobedience, but 

surely there is more than just a sense of a dutiful positive response. There is 

an extra element, and that can be summed up as love responding to love. 

 

Obedience in this sense is the response of humanity to the love of God seen 

not as a threat or command but an urging on the part of God to encourage us 

to be true to our nature. Mary was prepared and willing to embrace the call 

of God because she knew her humble, faithful nature would be completed 

by a whole-hearted and unlimited response to God. In this sense her 

obedience was accepting with enthusiasm the call of God to serve Him in 

this unique way. This was, as S. John Henry Neman said in the previous 

address: “God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has 

committed some work to me which He has not committed to another. I have 

my mission.’ 

 

The love of God calls out of Mary her loving response, making her the full 

human she was called to be because of this special vocation laid upon her. 

By being obedient to love, she becomes perfected in love, and responds 

with loving obedience. What of us? Advent is the Church’s New Year a time 

for taking up resolutions. Use a period of silence to ask God’s guidance for 

all that you might do as a loving response to his loving invitation—to be 

obedient to his call for service and worship.  

 

One resolution we could all embrace would be to determine again to always 

have an intention when we approach the altar at mass. Some point of 

intercession that we can place on the altar with prayerful love at the 

offertory, which is our ready response to God’s generous promise to be with 

us and bless us, every time we are lovingly obedient to his call to ’Do this 

in remembrance of me.’  
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In the fellowship of all your people across the ages 

and around the world, we rejoice to bring our Easter 

praise and worship. In difficult times, when many 

look out in fear and forward with foreboding, we 

thank you for the sure and solid hope which the 

good news of Jesus' resurrection brings us and our broken world.  

We praise you, eternal Father, that for love of us you gave your Son to 

death on a cross and raised him from the dead in power and glory.  

We praise you, Lord Jesus Christ, that by your life, death and resurrection 

you have secured victory over sin and death, hatred and evil.  

We praise you, Holy Spirit of God, that your power gives us new birth into 

newness of life and makes the peace and presence of the living Jesus a 

reality in our lives. Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

We worship and praise you for your eternal purpose to make all things 

new and for the assurance brought to us, as to the early disciples, by the 

Easter message that new creation is under way, that ultimate victory in our 

world lies with love, and that one day every knee shall bow and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Merciful God, in a world of pain 

and sorrow, we pray for all who struggle to find meaning and purpose in 

their lives. Let the victory of Easter penetrate every dark place, bringing 

love in place of hate, reconciliation instead of conflict and sure hope where 

there has been despair. God of generous grace, forgive us for choosing 

darkness rather than light.  

Make us all a new creation in Christ, and may our lives and witness show 

forth the living Christ, as we anticipate with joy the ultimate renewal of all 

things by working together for renewal in this present need-filled world. 

Lord our God, we give thanks for this day of resurrection, and for the sure 

hope that your love will not be overcome, in the name of the living and 

risen Christ.   

Amen 

An Easter prayer from a Past Moderator of the General Assembly 

of the Church of Scotland, the Rt Rev Dr Angus Morrison in 2016. 
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As some of you know, until I retired, I was the Archivist for the Royal 

Naval Chaplaincy Service and especially for the Chaplain of the Fleet. It is 

over ten years now since I left the Department but I still get telephone 

calls, emails and letters asking to pick my brain. One of these emails was 

from the Department who wish to write about the involvement of the 

Chaplaincy Service in the Falklands War. The 

Chaplains memories were not officially recorded, 

or if they were, they were a security risk and were 

not available for public scrutiny so, to mark the 

40th Anniversary of the conflict the plan is to 

make a record of Chaplains Memories. 

Some of the memories that are available are 

harrowing and some are still difficult to read and 

some even harder to understand, but, I had one article submitted to me by 

the Reverend Colin Noyce RN, pictured right, a retired Royal Naval 

chaplain who did not actually leave these shores but served in other ways 

here at home in the Royal Naval home base in Portsmouth. He is content 

to share his memories with you and I am sure you will find that they make 

interesting reading. “In your quest for Chaplaincy involvement in the 

Falklands conflict I wondered if you could use information regarding the 

services of those who remained behind. 

Having just left the Chaplaincy of the Third Destroyer Squadron when the 

Falklands were invaded, I expected to be told to return to the squadron 

and go South with the many other Chaplains who were 

being mustered. However, the then Chaplain of the 

Fleet, the Ven. Raymond Roberts QHC, decided that as 

I knew many of the men and some of the families of the 

Type 42 frigates, I should stay in Portsmouth to carry 

out the pastoral work that may well be required. I was, 

therefore, appointed to HMS Nelson in Portsmouth 

Naval Base to operate out of the base church, S. Ann’s 

under the leadership of The Reverend Noel Jones (later 

to be promoted to the post of Chaplain of the Fleet and on retirement from 

the Navy he became the Bishop of Sodor and Man. 

Those that were Left Behind 
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When we lost HMS Sheffield (with whom I had paid a visit to the City of 

Sheffield), there was such confusion when informing loved ones of the 

death, injury or survival of servicemen, it was decided that, where 

possible, a Chaplain would undertake that task. To this end we started 

keeping watch overnight in the Family Welfare block in the naval base and 

here we listened in to all the signals that were coming from the Operations 

Centre during the night; all news was then taken to next of kin the 

following morning.   

My wife and I were also asked to represent the Chaplain of the Fleet at 

both Sheffield and Coventry Cathedrals when those ships were attacked 

and sunk. In the weeks following, Chaplains carried out pastoral visits to 

groups of individuals at various venues around the area as well as 

personal visits to the homes of those unable to make the group gatherings. 

I don’t think many of us realised the toll this had taken until we no longer 

had to perform this function after the war ended. Once all the surviving 

ships returned to Portsmouth, we arranged a service in S. Ann’s Church, 

which was packed, as we gave thanks for the end of hostilities and 

remembered those comrades who had bravely given their lives, there were 

a great number of tears.  

When the RN divers were able to reclaim HMS Coventry’s ‘cross of nails’ 

which was presented to the ship from the city, from the wreck I was 

privileged to be at the service in the City’s Cathedral when it was placed 

in the special Lady Chapel 

there. It was also quite 

special to be, once again, 

on the team at S. Ann’s, in 

Portsmouth, when the 

specially engraved glass 

doors were installed on the 

30th Anniversary of the 

ending of the Falklands 

war and opened by Her 

Royal Highness Princess 

Anne.  

Above: St Ann’s Naval Base church Portsmouth 
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Easter 74 Years ago 
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I have recently heard of a parish priest who, during his sermon on 

Mothering Sunday distributed post-its and asked the congregation to write 

down what our mothers had done for them.  

I thought it might be worthwhile sharing some of the things that were 

written. There were clear themes of unconditional love, support, teaching 

and continuity throughout. Here are some of the responses:- 

‘Loved me’;                                                                                                            

‘My mum is always there for me and is kind and caring’;                                    

‘Love and care’;                                                                                              

‘Guide, comfort, nurture, educate’;                                                                  

‘Created a happy home’;                                                                                 

‘Loved me in spite of everything’;                                                               

‘Ironed my shirts’;                                                                          

‘Sacrifice’;                                                                                                     

‘Someone to be a role model for future life’;                                                                

‘My grandmother taught me to cook’;     ‘                                                                          

Too many things to fit on here but above all love’;     ‘                                       

Gave birth to me, loved me to bits....’;                                                            

‘Helped me look after my children’;                                                                                    

‘My mother taught me to read, cook and live and she babysat for me’;                     

‘Read to me, Kissed me, tucked me up in bed, bandaged me, taught me’;                                                                                                                

‘ Love and good humour every day. A faithful Christian life’;                                                  

‘A sense of proportion’;                                                                                                        

‘My mum kept me warm’                                                                                                      

‘She wakes me up for school’;                                                                                 

‘Sent regular food parcels to me and my flat mates when I was a student’.                                                                                                        

 Perhaps next time the priest ought to ask what we do, or did, for our mothers 

in return for all that unconditional spiritual and practical help, guidance and 

love we received.  

 

Mothering Sunday 
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     April 

 
1 Maundy Thursday PG5/136 Our Lady & S. George. Star of the Sea Plymouth 

2 Good Friday Provincial Group 6 Channel Islands. 
3 Holy Saturday PG6/65  The Holy Apostles, Guernsey. 

4 Easter Day May the Resurrection joy be known worldwide. 
5 Mon in Easter Week Easter Joy and Glory 

6 Tues in Easter Week. All Suffragan Assistant Bishops and P.E.V.'S. 

7 Wed in Easter Week. All Archdeacons and Rural Deans 
8 Thurs Easter Week. Our Parish Priests. 

9 Fri in Easter  Week All Assistant Priests, Curates and Deacons 
10 Sat in Easter Week Remembering all who would have attended the Guild  

Easter Festival 
11 2nd Sunday of Easter Our sick members. We lift them up in prayer. 

12  PG7/78 Holy Cross, Chard, Bridport, Crewkerne. 
13  PG7/126 S. Osmund & S. Swithun, Bournemouth, Poole, 

Christchurch, Ringwood. 
14  Chapters in abeyance, may they have new life. 

15  Diocese of Salisbury 

16  All World-Wide Chapters 
17  PG7. Dorset, E. Somerset, W. Hampshire. Cllr Alan Scott. 

18 3rd Sunday of Easter The Scottish Guild of Servers and its Officers 
19  PG9 Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Bucks. Cllr Clive Tillin. 

20  Diocese of Oxford. 

21  PG9/53 S. Friedswide Slough, Windsor, Egham, 
Maidenhead, Englefield 

22  Those preparing for Ordination 
23  George, Martyr, Patron Saint of England.c304. 

24  For all those suffering during the pandemic 
25 4th Sunday of Easter Anzac Day. All Chapters in Australia and New Zealand and 

members in Malta 
26  For the lonely and worried 

27  For the leaders of the World 
28  Pope Francis and the Roman Catholic Church 

29  For peace in the troubled places in the world. 

30  For all religious houses’ monks and nuns and other 
religious communities 

Cycle of Prayer 
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May 

 
1 SS Philip and James,  For all festivals. 
2 Fifth Sunday of Easter Forgive our failures as we come to His table. 

3  PG9/82 All Saints High Wycombe, Chalfont S. Peter, S. 
Giles, Little Chalfont 

4  PG9/129 Amersham, Leighton Buzzard, Milton Keynes, 
Chinnor, Princes Risborough. 

5  PG9/145 Our Lady & S. Swithun Woking, Guildford, 
Aldershot, Farnham, Farnborough. 

6  PG10 

7  Diocese of St. Albans. 
8  Julian of Norwich. Spiritual writer. c1417 

9 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Rogation Sunday 

Teach us humility of high calling. 

10  PG10/68 Holy Grail Oxford, Potters Bar, Hemel 
Hempstead, S. Albans, Tring 

11  PG 10/211 S. Albans & S. Michael Hitchin, 
Luton, Bedford, Baldock. 

12  PG11 Gloucester, Somerset, Wilts, Avon. 
13 Ascension Day Give us strength and hope of the Ascended Christ. 

14  Let us hear the good news. 
15  PG11/27 S. Brendon, Bristol. 

16 Seventh Sunday of Easter For the wider use of our creation. 

17  PG11/69 The Holy & Indivisible Trinity. Gloucester 
18  Commerce and distribution. 

19  Harvest of the Sea. All Seafarers. 
20  Blessing on the work of our hands. 

21  Diocese of Gloucester. 
22  PG11/95 S. Julian Midsomer Norton, Frome. 

23 Day of Pentecost 
Whitsunday 

Our strength and wisdom through the Holy Spirit 
 

24  PG11/224 S. Peter & S. Paul, Bath. 

25  PG11/243 The Resurrection. Weston Super Mare. 
26  S. Augustine of Canterbury c.605 .All pilgrims 

27  For the bereaved and lonely and those who mourn’ 
28  Diocese of Bristol. 

29  Diocese of Bath and Wells 

30 .Trinity Sunday The Father, Son, & Holy Spirit in Unity 
31 Mary visits Elizabeth For all who live alone, give them strength to carry on. 

 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/PhilJames.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BPentDay_RCL.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BPentDay_RCL.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html
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June 
1  PG12 Wales. Grand Cllr Michael Andrew. 

2  PG 12/19 S. Barnabas, Cardiff 

3  Corpus Christi The Blessed Sacrament  

4  PG 12/226 S.Cennydd, Swansea City. 
5  Diocese of Bangor. 

6 Second Sunday after 
Trinity 

The world to know Your Love and see Your Glory 

7  PG 12/238 S. David & S. Tydfil, Merthyr Tydfil. 
8  Diocese of Monmouth. 

9  Diocese of Swansea and Brecon. 
10  Diocese of Llandaff. 

11 St Barnabas, Apostle Barnabas the Apostle 

12  D Diocese of St. David. 
13 Third Sunday after 

Trinity 
Give Wisdom and fellowship to all Church Leaders. 

14  PG 12/123 S. Mary, S. Bridget, S. Asaph. North Wales. 

15  The Church in Wales. 
16  Alban First Martyr of Britain. c250. 

17  We pray for |Forward in Faith. 
18  PG12/242 S. Mary & S. Margam, Port Talbot. 

19  20     Diocese of S. Asaph. 
20 Fourth Sunday after 

Trinity 
Grant us the understanding that we are your  
children , created to live together in peace. 

21  PG12/245 S.Gwynno, S.Tyfogwg, Rhondda Valley. 

22  For all lay readers and eucharistic ministers. 

23  For all hospital chaplains and voluntary chaplaincy 
visitors. 

24  The birth of John the Baptist. 
25  All Bellringers. We give thanks. 

26  For ordinands and candidates for ordination students. 
27 Fifth Sunday after 

Trinity 
For all seafarers and their loved ones. 

28  For members of the Emergency Services 

29 SS. Peter and Paul.  Pray for all missionaries and teachers 
30  All NHS staff and health and care homeworkers 

Corrections, omissions and suggestions to:  Angela McMullen,                                                   

46 Field House Road,  Humberston, Grimsby, DN36 4UJ.                                               

Tel: (01472) 210596  sizzlebeth04@gmail.com 
 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/Barnabas.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp8_RCL.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp8_RCL.html
mailto:sizzlebeth04@gmail.com
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We are certainly living through some very challenging times with all 

aspects of our daily lives affected. The life of The Guild has been, for the 

most part, put on hold over the past months and will continue to be so for 

some time ahead. Some Chapters have been able to hold services online 

via Zoom or other means. I was privileged to have been able to virtually 

attend a Requiem Mass & Guild Office, held by the Chapter of The Holy 

Grail. It would be interesting to know how many other Chapters have been 

able to make use of this technology. Despite all the challenges we still 

welcomed 34 new members with 5 new members joining us so far this 

year.  Can I remind members that the Annual Subscription is now due, the 

cost remains at £10 (£20 for overseas members) and free to those members 

under 21. It would help with our administration if you could pay any 

outstanding subscriptions as soon as possible. Cheques payable to Guild of 

Servants of the Sanctuary sent to Secretary General, address on page 2 If 

you would prefer to pay by BACS or Standing order than please get in 

touch with myself at gss.secretarygeneral@gmail.com or 07498201137. 

Easter Festival & AGM 2021 - Due to the pandemic it has been decided 

to CANCEL the Easter Festival and to postpone the A GM until the 

situation improves. Possibly later in the year. Autumn Festival & Retreat 

Weekend at Walsingham 2021– With Chapters unable to meet and with 

all the present uncertainty it has been decided to postpone this weekend 

until 2022.  The dates and arrangements will be published later in the year. 

I know many members will be disappointed but as you can appreciate it is 

very difficult to organise such an event under the current circumstances.  

Guild Facebook Page: We currently have 500+ members on our facebook 

page, if you are not a member then why not join us?  The page has some 

good posts and is a good way to keep in touch with fellow Guild members. 

Guild Website: www.guild-of-servants-of-the-sanctuary.weebly.com. 

This continues to attract views and I’m sure that you will find something 

of interest on there. If you have any suggestions on how we can improve 

the website, please let me know.  

Could I remind all Chapters that have local Chapter accounts, to ensure 

that they have at least three signatories on these accounts. It’s very 

The Guild Diary and Secretary General’s Notes 
 

mailto:gss.secretarygeneral@gmail.com
http://www.guild-of-servants-of-the/
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important that these signatories are reviewed each year, to ensure that they 

are still active in the Chapter. We have had a couple of instances where 

signatories have died or left and are still shown on accounts. This gives 

problems in accessing these accounts.   

Let us hope and pray that we will be able to resume our Guild meetings 

later in the year. I look forward to being able to visit Chapters again in the 

months ahead when the situation allows.   

With thanks for continuing commitment to the Guild. 

Please do keep safe and well. Best wishes. 

Michael 
 

 

 

 

As we enter Lent and then travel through Holy 

Week during which time we contemplate the 

Passion, one image of Jesus’ suffering — other 

than the Cross — is the crown of thorns. It is 

depicted in various ways in art: from a band with 

rose plant-like thorns to a full cap with spikes of several inches in length. 

But what was it really like and where did it end up? 

After the crown appears in the Gospels it is not mentioned again in any 

writings for more than 400 years. The 1918 “Catholic Encyclopedia” notes 

that the crown of thorns was not spoken of as a relic, even by S. Helen 

(who journeyed all the way to Jerusalem to find Christ’s true cross in the 

early 4th century) or S. Jerome, who lived in Jerusalem in the early 5th 

century. The earliest mention seems to have been made by S. Paulinus of 

Nola (d. 431) who mentioned the veneration of the crown of thorns in 

Jerusalem in 409 A.D. However, what is known today as the crown of 

thorns can be unbrokenly traced back only as far as Constantinople, 

wheremany of the church’s treasures, that were originally in Jerusalem, 

were transferred to the Byzantine Empire sometime between the fourth and 

the tenth centuries. In 1238, the crown of thorns appears as part of a deal  

The Crown of Thorns 
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that was proposed by Baldwin II, the Latin Emperor of Byzantium, who 

was in desperate need of money at the time. After some negotiations King 

Louis IX of France arranged to purchase the crown of thorns from Baldwin 

II — but he actually received it from bankers in Venice, who had already 

advanced funds to Baldwin. 

On 19th August, 1239, the crown of thorns 

eventually arrived in Paris. Louis, a devout man 

who would later be canonized as S. Louis of 

France, took off his own crown and royal robes to 

walk barefoot behind the relic as it was carried to 

the then unfinished Sainte-Chapelle, the chapel of 

the French kings. That chapel was completed in 

1248 and then housed Louis’ collection of relics 

from the Passion, of which the crown was the premier exhibit. There is 

even a “relics of the Passion” stained glass window in the chapel to this 

day. During its stay in the Sainte-Chapelle, several of the crown’s thorns 

were removed and presented as gifts from the kings of France to important 

figures of their times. This included Mary, Queen of Scots, who had been 

queen-consort of France in 1559-60. (She had married Francis II, who 

reigned for only about a year which also made him king-consort of 

Scotland). 

When Francis died, Mary returned to Scotland, taking the holy thorn with 

her. After her execution, the thorn was given to Thomas Percy, her servant 

and his daughter, Elizabeth Woodruff. Elizabeth later 

gave the thorn to a Jesuit priest, who presented it to 

the Jesuit’s Stoneyhurst College, where it has been 

ever since. It is placed in the college chapel during 

Holy Week. (The thorn is housed in a reliquary with a 

string of Mary’s pearls surrounding it.)  

When the French Revolution broke out many relics 

and treasures were lost. However, Napoleon saved the 

crown of thorns and it was kept at the National 

Library until 1804 when it was returned to the Archbishops of Paris and on 

10th August, 1806, was placed in the Cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris. 

Bythis time, the crown had lost all its original thorns. It now consists of a  
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bundle of reeds, bound together by gold wire to symbolize the lost thorns. 

(H owever, there is speculation that the original band of reeds of Christ’s 

crown was held together by a thorny vine.) The information on the Notre 

Dame website states that in 1896, a goldsmith fashioned a circular 

container made of crystal and gold to place over the relic. There is also an 

entwining branch of a shrub, similar to that which most scholars believe to 

have been used for the crown of thorns by the Roman soldiers, around the 

relic. Known botanically as Zizyphus spina Christi, the plant is more 

popularly called the jujube-tree. 

Today, the relic of the crown of thorns is publicly displayed in the Notre 

Dame cathedral every Friday of Lent, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and all day 

on Good Friday. Luckily it is one of the treasures that were rescued from 

the disastrous fire of 2019. During the rest of the year, the crown of thorns 

is placed out for veneration at 3 p.m. on the first Friday of each month. At 

other times, it is kept in the cathedral’s treasury where the Knights of the 

Holy Sepulchre have been entrusted as its guardians. Luckily this was one 

of the Holy Relics saved from the fire in Notre Dame. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Titch 
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If you should find the perfect church 

Without one fault or smear 

For goodness sake don’t join that church 

You’d spoil the atmosphere 

If you should find the perfect church 

Where all anxieties cease 

Then pass it by, lest joining in 

You’d spoil the master piece 

If you should find the perfect church 

Then don’t ever dare 

To tread upon such holy ground 

You’d be a misfit there 

But since no perfect church exists 

Made of perfect men 

Let’s cease looking for that church 

And love the church we’re in 

Of course it’s not the perfect church 

That’s simple to discern 

But you and I and all of us 

Could cause the tide to turn 

What fools are we to flee the past 

In that fruitful search 

To find at last, where problems loom 

God proudly builds His church 

So let’s keep working in our church 

Until the Resurrection  

And then we each will join that Church 

Without an imperfection. 

 

Anonymous – Source unknown 
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May the celebration of resurrected life bring new hope to our being, May 

the victory over earthly death turn our eyes to the promises of heaven, May 

the empty tomb help us to leave our sorrows at the foot of the cross, so that 

God’s hope, promises and forgiveness reign in our lives forever — Amen. 

 

 

 

How about visiting the Newman Brothers Coffin Works Museum in 

the Jewellery Quarter area in Birmingham? The museum educates visitors 

about the social and industrial history of the site, which operated from 

1894–1998 as a coffin furniture factory. The museum opened in October 

2014 after a fifteen-year campaign by the Birmingham Conservation 

Trust to save the Grade II listed building and to raise the funds to 

transform it into a heritage attraction it is located at 13–15 Fleet Street.  

Below: The Workforce in 1912  

Newman Brothers began life as a brass foundry established in 1882 by 

brothers Alfred and Edwin Newman. In 1894, the company moved to a 

new factory at 13–15 Fleet Street Birmingham.  The move coincided with 

a change in Newman Brothers’ production line; the company was now 

listed as a ‘Coffin Furniture Manufacturer’ and specialised in making brass 

furniture for use in the production of coffins. The term "coffin furniture" 

refers to a wide range of products from handles, crucifixes, nameplates and  

A Different Day Out! 

An Easter Blessing 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewellery_Quarter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protected_area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham_Conservation_Trust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham_Conservation_Trust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_building
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ornaments to 'soft goods' such as shrouds, funerary gowns, coffin linings 

and cushions. During its years in operation, the factory produced the finest 

up-market coffin furniture in the world, used in the funerals of statesmen 

such as Sir Winston Churchill and Joseph Chamberlain as well as in 

funerals for members of the royal family, including George V, George VI, 

the Queen Mother and Princess Diana. At its peak in the 1950s and 1960s, 

the company employed around 100 people and was exporting products 

internationally to West Africa, India, Sri Lanka, South Africa, the 

Caribbean, Canada and Malta. The company's success was not to last as by 

the 1970s, a number of factors began to lead to the decline of the business. 

One of the contributing factors was the decrease in the popularity of metal 

coffin furniture, a change which occurred largely by the increasing 

popularity of cremation. Legislation outlawing the use of metal coffin 

furniture in cremations began to appear in the 1960s and injection moulded 

plastic emerged as the most common material used to make coffin fittings. 

Whilst Newman Brothers did produce a single range of plastic handles, 

breastplates and lid motifs, they were generally unwilling to compromise 

their reputation as manufacturers of the highest quality goods. The firm 

was reluctant to modernise and update their manufacturing processes and 

continued to produce high quality, cast brass coffin fittings until the 

company was forced to cease trading in 1998. The company, which up 

until this point had been one of only three coffin furniture manufacturers 

still operational in the UK, was officially dissolved the following year.  

The Newman Brothers Museum, in normal times, take visitors on guided 

tours around the restored factory site, telling the story of the company’s 

history through the personal 

stories of people who worked for 

Newman Brothers. The Museum 

is closed on Mondays and 

Tuesdays, open on Bank Holidays 

and Wednesday to Sunday 

Opening at 10.45am. Tours are on 

the hour from 11am, Last entry 

3pm. is by guided tours only 

which are limited to 15 people.  
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How unusual that an ordinary French long time retired Catholic who 

stayed in his parish has become Europe’s first martyr of this century. On 

26th July 2016 Fr. Jacque Hamel, aged 85, woke at 7am, recited a prayer of 

protection, read morning prayer and went to the bakery to buy bread for 

his breakfast. He left his home around 8.30am and walked  to the church 

where he was to celebrate the 9am Mass. When Fr. Hamel arrived, there 

was a small congregation—three Vincentian sisters, a married couple of 64 

years and another layperson.  

 

It was during the Intercessions that 

two Islamic State perpetrators barged 

in, knocked Fr. Hamel down and cut 

his throat. Fr. Hamel was a long-time 

admirer of the hermit saint Charles de 

Foucauld, who was murdered in the 

desert in southern Algeria in 1916 and was known for his gentleness and 

holiness. He also knew of Prior Christian de Chergé and his brother monks 

from the Abbey of Our Lady of the Atlas, who suffered a similar fate at the 

hands of Islamist extremists in 1996. Their fate had been a major news 

item in the French media, and a source of much earnest debate. As one 

would expect, the most poignant reflections on the attack and its aftermath 

come from the people who were directly affected by Father Hamel’s death.  

 

Janine and Guy Coponet, the elderly couple who witnessed those last 

moments of the priest’s life, have forgiven the perpetrators and are now 

praying for their families. Fr. Hamel’s sister, Roselyn, stated that she does 

not hold the Muslim community collectively responsible and during a 

prayer service for her brother went to speak with them and console them. 

She said the community was both surprised and immensely relieved that 

she did not hold this crime against them. Nobody knew what would 

transpire the day that Fr. Hamel was murdered, he was not seeking 

martyrdom—it came to him. If Fr. Hamel is declared a martyr and saint by 

the Catholic Church, it will be because of an exemplary life lived simply 

for God and his parishioners. His murder beckons unity, not division; 

peace, not war. 

A 21st Century Martyr in Europe 
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As a butterfly flew overhead, one caterpillar said to the other, "You'll 

never get me up in one of those things." Yet for every caterpillar the time 

comes when the urge to eat and grow subsides and he instinctively begins 

to form a chrysalis around himself. The chrysalis hardens and you'd think 

for all the world that the caterpillar is dead. 

But one spring morning the life inside the 

chrysalis begins to writhe, the top cracks 

open, and a beautifully-formed butterfly 

emerges. For hours it will stand stretching 

and drying its wings, moving them slowly 

up and down, up and down. And then, 

before you know it, the butterfly glides aloft, effortlessly riding the 

currents of the air, alighting on flower after flower, as if to show off its 

vivid colours to the bright blossoms. Somehow, the miracle of the butterfly 

never loses its fascination. Perhaps because the butterfly is a living parable 

of the promise of resurrection. 

On Easter morning the disciples saw Jesus' graveclothes lying on the cold 

slab still wrapped round the corpse. Only the corpse was gone, much like 

an empty chrysalis deserted by a butterfly who has left to soar free. "He is 

risen as He said," an angel told the incredulous disciples.Later that day he 

appeared to the disciples, and then, over the course of the next few weeks, 

to as many as five hundred people at one time. Even "Doubting Thomas" 

didn't doubt for long that Jesus was really risen from the dead. What do we 

Christians say in the face of death? There are many mysteries. Jesus' 

resurrection from the grave is God's proof to us that death is not the end. 

The empty tomb and Jesus' Spirit within us testify that Easter morning is 

God's triumph over death. Jesus promised, God will raise from the dead us 

who believe in His Son. Why do Christians gather on Easter morning? To 

show off their fine clothes or give a ritual tip of the hat to religion? God 

forbid! We gather to celebrate Jesus' victory over death itself. For since He 

is our Lord and our Saviour, His victory is our victory. In celebrating His 

resurrection, we celebrate our own assurance of ultimate triumph over 

death. So, this Easter we celebrate Life! And if you look closely on Easter 

morning, you might even see a butterfly alight on the lilies. 

 

The Parable of the Butterfly 
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It's midnight, and at midnight things happen. 33 years before a baby's 

first breath had disturbed Bethlehem's sleep... now that baby grown is 

less than 24 hours from his last. 

One of his closest friends had betrayed him. 

There is a crowd coming to arrest him. 

And his followers who had sworn to defend 

him are asleep.  

There are no shepherds on the way, no 

guiding star above.  

For all practical purposes, he is alone. 

What the angels sang about so joyfully all 

those years before must now come to pass.  

 

He must be the Messiah, redeemer and Saviour, but in a way that not even 

the angels could have imagined. 

He smiles at the irony of it. 

To be Prince of Peace has little to do with living a peaceful life. 

There has been plenty of bother and misunderstanding and controversy and 

now finally this. 

There is a part of him that wants to run off- off into the darkness. 

But he is confident, because he has prayed, that nothing but his death will 

bring that darkness to an end. 

He can see the torches now, slicing through the night in his direction. 

He is a torch, as well. about to be consumed for his father's sake, and for 

the sake of the world. 

As the arresting soldiers obey their orders, they have no idea what they are 

doing and understand even less what God is doing. 

For it's midnight, and he is up to something again. 

 

He sent the baby to Bethlehem and now he sends his own Son to a cross, 

that the soldiers and the world just like them might have their darkness 

turned to light. Because it's midnight. And at midnight things happen. 

 

One day ends; and a brand-new day is born. 

It's Midnight, and at Midnight things happen It is Midnight and Strange Things Happen 
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Guild Clothing and Accessories 

 

 
 

Shirts: Long sleeve £30.00: Short Sleeve £25.00.  

Polo Shirts:  £15.00.  Sweatshirt ‘V’ or Round neck £20.00 

Fleece Jacket: £30.00                         Hooded Jacket £25.00.  

Metal Pin Badge: £2.50.                          Guild Tie £9.50 

Key Ring: £0.50.                                            Pen: £0.50.                                        

Canvas Tote bag: £8.00.                        Drawstring bag: £8.00 

Embroidered Badge: £5.00 

Guild Office Booklet Ceremonial Notes:  £3.00 - £4.00 

 Organ accompaniment:  £1.50.  Prayer Cards:   £0.50 

    For sales please contact: Chris Barnett  

40 Heath Street, 

 Goldenhill,  

Stoke on Trent, ST6 5RZ;   

                                          

gss.salesandpublications@gmail.com 

 

There will be an additional Packing and Postage cost of £5. Applies 

per clothing order. 

The Guild Shop 

mailto:gss.salesandpublications@gmail.com
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1. Prayer is an Act of Faith: Prayer may seem impracticable, but it is our 

only way of asking God to do something. It may seem ridiculous to some 

but 'You do not test the resources of God until you attempt the impossible'  

2. Prayer is an Act of Obedience: Our Lord commands it: He says WHEN 

you pray. What a privilege it is to talk through Jesus and introduce our 

needy loved ones to Him for His blessing.  

3. Prayer is an Act of Worship: The adoration of Christ must always 

include prayer. As we pray we recognise His sovereignty and our 

helplessness and we put Him on the throne that is His in a house of prayer 

for all nations. 

4. Prayer is an act of sacrifice: Not Just for those in the persecuted church 

overseas but God invites us to sacrifice our time, our comforts, and our 

programmes. Business can prevent us from doing business with God. Let's 

check our priorities.  

5. Prayer is an act of labour: It means hard work. Fitting in time to talk to 

God. Prayer doesn’t come naturally. Prayer does not fit us for the greater 

work, prayer is the greater work. Try to arrange a time each day to talk to 

Him. It may require forward planning, even buying an alarm clock if we're 

early risers or a turning off the TV if we are more awake in the evening.  

6. Prayer is an act of love: There is no better way of showing we love 

someone than by praying for them. Jesus loved us enough to die for us and 

the Father accepted His sacrifice as He did for us.  

 

    

    

 

Easter is the most important celebration and is the foundation of our faith. 

From the first days Christians have remembered the events of Easter in 

visual ways and over the years many customs have developed in the 

different churches and countries to illustrate the significance of Easter. For 

example the Easter sepulchre, in some medieval churches was sited in an 

alcove where the Holy elements were kept from Good Friday until Easter 

Day.   Other customs from around the world are:- The burial of the cross 

from Good Friday to Easter Day, Stripping the altar  

 

Six Reasons for Prayer 

Easter Customs for Church. Home and Garden 
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and veiling the statues on Maundy Thursday. The Last Hour Service marks 

the last moments of the life of Christ. An Easter vigil between the death 

and resurrection. The Easter candle lit to mark the start of Easter. On 

Easter morning a cross is decorated with flowers. Blessing each home 

within the parish. Easter food, particularly lamb. An Easter Play. Easter 

eggs representing new life are given away. An Easter garden is made, it is 

something that all ages can build. It emerged in a similar way to the 

Nativity reminding us of these two special events. The Garden, like the 

Nativity, is blessed and placed in a prominent place throughout the 

festival. Easter lasts for 50 days so the garden has to have a long life. They 

can be small in a dish or large built in containers; some parishes even 

make outdoor Easter gardens. All of the gardens have four essential parts, 

a mound for the crosses to be placed, a cave and a large stone that is 

moved on Easter Day, the inclusion of living plants to represent the new 

life that Jesus gives us. The exact site of the original garden is unknown 

but of several possible locations the garden owned by The Garden Tomb 

(Jerusalem) Association, a non-denominational charitable trust is a 

possibility. Set against a rocky cliff it recalls the location of Golgotha; 

there is a natural cave that is believed was used as a tomb for a wealthy 

person. Whether this is the garden or not, it has inspired thousands of 

Christians when making their own Easter gardens.  

 

 
 

The Easter bunny is a gentle figure of folklore, who 

seems to have first come from the German Lutherans. 

They depicted him as a rabbit who brought coloured 

Easter eggs to children. The idea of an egg-giving hare 

went over to the United States in the 18th century, 

when Protestant German immigrants in the 

Pennsylvania Dutch area told their children all about 

the ‘Osterhase’. Hase means hare, and according to the 

legend, only good children found the hare’s gifts of 

coloured eggs which were placed in the nests that they had made in their 

caps and bonnets before Easter. The Easter bunny became a prominent 

symbol of Easter. Rabbits as prolific procreators, are an ancient symbol of 

new life.  

 

Where did the Easter Bunny come from? 
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And Finally:-  

 

A religious farmer lost his Bible out in the field. A few days later he went 

to answer a noise at his door. Standing there was a cow, with his Bible in 

its mouth. The farmer raised his eyes to heaven and thanked the Lord for 

this miracle. "Not really," said the cow. "Your name was written inside."  

 

There was a gracious lady who was posting an old family Bible to her 

brother. ‘Is there anything breakable in here?’ asked the postal clerk. The 

lady thought for a moment and replied: ‘Only the Ten Commandments.’ 

 

Freddy goes to the church and, the priest asks anyone with needs to come 

forward. Freddy goes up and the priest asks, “Freddy, what do you want 

me to pray about for you?” Freddy says, “I need you to pray for my 

hearing.” The preacher puts a finger in Freddy’s ear and he places the 

other hand on Freddy’s head and prays. The preacher removes his hands 

and says “how is your hearing now?” “I don’t know,” says Freddy. “My 

hearing’s not until next Wednesday.” 

 

The Funny Side Real Church Bulletin Notices!  

 

We are grateful for the help of those who cleaned up the grounds around 

the church building and the rector.  

 

Don’t miss this Saturday’s exhibit by Christian Martian Arts.  

 

The school drama group will be presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the 

church basement on Friday at 7pm. The congregation is invited to attend 

this tragedy.  

 

The church will host an evening of fine dining, 

superb entertainment, and gracious hostility.  

 

Diana and Don request your presents at their 

wedding.  

 

The audience is asked to remain seated until the 

end of the recession.  
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Thinking of the Priesthood? 

Maybe Candidates for Ordination Fund 

can help you! 

 
Have you been a full Guild member for over two 

years? If both answers are yes, then the Candidates for 

Ordination Fund could assist you financially with an 

annual grant.  

              Apply to Cllr Colin Squires 

Southdene,  

   Slimbridge Road,          

Burgess Hill,  

West Sussex.  

     RH15 8QE  

  Email: squires603@btinternet.com  

 

Tel 01444 244 737 

 
 

mailto:squires603@btinternet.com
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