Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary

Guild Patrons: the Bishops of Ebbsfleet & Richborough

The Warden & Chaplain Candidates for Ordination Fund:

The Reverend Darren Smith, Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road,
Erdington, Birmingham, B24 9PB 0121 382 5533
Fr.smith@additionalcurates.co.uk

Warden Emeritus: The Reverend J D Moore
25 Felmongers, Harlow, Essex, CM20 3DH, 01279 436496
Email: frjdavid@aol.com

Chaplain-General: The Reverend MC Brain
33, Dibdale Road, Dudley, West Midlands, DY1 2RX 01384 232774

Secretary-General, Membership Secretary, Webmaster: Grand Councillor Terry
Doughty

52 Cherryleas Drive, Leicester LE3 OLS 0116 3483354
sec-general@gssonline.org.uk

Treasurer-General: Grand Councillor Nigel Makepeace
37 Dillotford Avenue, Styvechale, Coventry, CV3 5DR
Email: nigelmakepeace@btinternet.com 024 7641 5020

Administrator: Candidates for Ordination Fund: Councillor Colin Squire
Southdene, Slimbridge Road, Burgess Hill, W. Sussex. RH15 8QE
squires603@btinternet.com 01444 244 737

5 N
v al | s V\‘ * LS -
g L , | ‘ * Hon Organist: Councillor. Roger Marvin, Marvin, Cannon House,
k 4 Maderia Road, Littlestone, New Romney 0179 7363578
> ‘ ‘ - \T ; rogermarvin1965@gmail.com
) N e |

The Server Editor: Grand Councillor Peter J Keat

19 Lyndhurst Road, Anns Hill, Gosport, Hant PO12 3QY

gsseditor@gmail.com 023 9258 2499
www.GSSonline.org.uk

Charity number 251735

/I /
Vol. 33 Isste1%¢\£1.50
] AY [ Front Cover: S. Merthiana’s Minster Church, Boscastle



mailto:Fr.smith@additionalcurates.co.uk
mailto:frjdavid@aol.com
mailto:sec-general@gssonline.org.uk
mailto:squires603@btinternet.com
mailto:rogermarvin1965@gmail.com
mailto:gsseditor@gmail.com

Contents From the Editor’s Desk.

The other day my acupuncturist said to me that she was driving down a local road
recently and she had her young grandson with her and as they

Contents 1 drove along he said to his Grandmother can we go and have a

Editorial 2 walk in the Love Garden ? This really had her foxed as she had

Welcome to New Members 3 absolutely no idea of what he meant so she asked him.

The Faithful Departed

Chantry Book P = ‘What is the Love Garden?’ she said and the little lad replied
: S0 T’ show you Grandma’ and he then directed her to the local

.T.La:grsjg”ghg;snny Hedge 5 4 cemetery and said, ‘here it is Grandma, the Love Garden’, Now Grandma was still

S. Simeon Sty?i tes rather puzzled and she asked the obvious question, ‘why do you call it a love

: garden?’

The Warden’s Words 7

News f'fom the Cha}pters 8 The child’s answer rather took her back because he said, ‘when we walk through the

Could this be the “writing on the wall’ 11 garden most of the stones and monuments have the word love written on them and

The Autumn Festival 12 so where ever you go the whole of the garden has love in it’.

Cycle of Prayer 13

Guild Diary 16 Well you cannot argue with that can you? The simple logic of children sometimes

Saviour of the Spilled Blood Church 17 really brings you up short as this story did with me. Less than 100 yards from where |

Peculiars 18 live is the local cemetery and every time | go past the place the words Love Garden

Guild Clothing 20 immediately come to mind and | cannot help but think of all those dearly departed

Ten Facts about Pentecost 21 souls all still surrounded by love. How wonderful!

When we’Work gg We are now approaching the end of Fr Darren’s first year as Warden and I think you

Coventry’s Crypts will all agree that he is a very worthy successor to Fr David, who really must a very

Project Ca’nterbury 24 hard act to follow! Let us thank God for bringing us Fr Darren and welcome the

Crockford’s? 26 observations and suggestions that he brings with a new pair of eyes of the Guild.

What use is the Pulpit? 27

Dom Gregory 28 Lastly, I do not think that | have ever written an editorial when | have thanked Terry

The Bible and the Coal Basket 30 Doughty, our Secretary General, for all the work that he puts into running the Guild.

The Oldest Diocese 31 Some of us know that Terry has not been too well over the last few months but he,

And Finally 32 with dedication and love, has managed to keep things well in hand. Thank you Terry,

on behalf of every one, for all you do for the Guild.

The opinions expressed within this magazine are the opinions of the

authors and not necessarily those of the Guild. Printed by The Addit;onal Curates Society.

Items for publication should be sent or Emailed
by the second Saturday of January, April, July and October
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Welcome to New Members

Full Members:

Probationers:

Priest Associate:

Faithful Departed: ,
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The Chantry Book

Donald Redman. Following our July visit to Bro. Don and reported in the
Winter issue of The Server , with sadness | now have to
report his death at the end of November. Don was
exceptional having had connections with Holy Trinity,
Broadstairs for almost 70 years. As a server and in
other numerous duties he was scrupulous. Having
travelled as a child, is father was a bus driver, which
brought the family to Scunthorpe, however changing
jobs was an easy task and a vacancy soon brought them
: back to Faversham. He and his brothers moved six
times before settling in Ramsgate. He was called up in 1939 and after the war
joined Holy Trinity as a chorister taking up residence with a landlady Mrs
Britten. So well did Don get on with her he was virtually adopted into the family
and even after Mrs Britten’s death he was still taken to the family house for
Sunday Lunch. Later Don had a fall and was unable to return to his ‘digs’ and
was found a place in Dumpton Park Residential Home on Broadstairs seafront.
Do was well blessed with a lot of faith, hope and love.
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William Mace Bill Mace died In September 2015 after a short illness aged 91. He
had been a member for 40 years . He had been a server for well over 50 years and
attended S. Mary Magdalene, Harlow Common, but originally came from Southeast
London. He was a very keen cyclist and in the early days he rode a Tandem with his
wife on the back and a child seated behind. Bill also did a trip from Lands End to
John 0’Groats which was sponsored by Smirnoff Vodka . Bill worked for many
years at Cossors in Harlow on electronics and used to repair TVs as a hobby. When
he left work, he was a Lollypop man at Potter Street crossing and loved by the
children. He was a very good Accordion and Piano player and for many years
entertained at church dinners and other functions-Weddings etc. He served in the
Army in the Military Police during the war and spent some time in France. Bill will
be greatly missed by G.S.S. members at many churches and of course by his friends
and family. He was always cheerful and had time for people. May the Angels take
care of him. R.I.P,
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Planting the Penny Hedge

In a unique and very strange custom, tradition
states that the Penny Hedge or Horngarth at
Whitby be planted in the estuary of the Upper
Harbour and it must be completed by 9am on
Rogation Wednesday, also known as Ascension
Eve and it must be strong enough to withstand
three full tides. The hedge is woven from hazel
and willow and legend has it that it is planted in
penance ( the Penny name comes from penance or
possibly from the penny knife used to cut the
stems) in memory of a local hermit who was
beaten to death by huntsmen after he protected
their wild-boar prey. The huntsmen received pardon for their crime if they agreed to
build a hedge on Rogation Wednesday every year and their descendants still do to
this day.

However it is more likely that the real origin lies in ancient boundary maintaining
customs but it is certain that the planting dates back to the mid twelfth century so it’s
not too surprising that the facts have been obscured by the mists of time. The
building of the hedge is a simple ceremony with just two men building the hedge
there is no fuss or festivities except for horn blowing and shouts of “Out on Ye!”
when they finish the building.



Guild Shop

Spiral Bound Laminated Guild Office (can be personalised)

A4 size - Plainchant £4.00
A5 size - Plainchant £3.00
Words Only Guild Manual £0.90
Organ Accompaniment £1.25
Guild Lapel Badge £2.00

Prayer cards -Before and After Serving, Guild Collect, Key Fobs,
Pens individual costs £0.60

£1.50 Additional Copies of the Server

£1.50 Guild Ties Royal Blue

£8.50 All the above figures include p&p and are available from
Grand Councillor Nigel Makepeace, address inside the front cover.

Key Rings can be personalised with Guild
Badge on one side and contact number on
other side or with Guild Badge on both side .
£1 inc p&p. Please state when ordering
‘standard’ or quote your contact number.
Available from Terry Doughty
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S. Simeon Stylites

January 5th is the feast day of Simeon Stylites (390 -459) who was a
hermit that was about as weird as they come. But he loved God and God
blessed him, strange though he was. So perhaps Simeon Stylites should
be the patron saint of all REALLY eccentric people. Simeon was the
son of a shepherd on the

Syrian border of Cilicia. He joined a monastery near Antioch, where he
practised mortifications and penances that nearly killed him. When the
abbot dismissed him in disgust as crazy, Simeon moved on to Telanissos
(nowadays Dair Sem‘an) and spent his first Lent there in a total fast so
much so that he was found unconscious on Easter Day.

After three years in that monastery he felt life was too easy, and moved
himself to the top of the nearby mountain, where he chained himself to a
rock. He began to be talked about, and more and more people came to see
him. Simeon did not want their company and so planned his escape: to the
top of a pillar.

For the next four years he lived on top of a pillar that was nine feet high.
More people came by and so Simeon in desperation added to his pillar, until
it grew to be 18 feet high. Still people came to see him and so three years
later, Simeon built himself a real ST SN WesTTe @ :
skyscraper — a pillar 33 feet high, 3
from the top of which he enjoyed 10
years of comparative solitude.

Still people came to see him — both
Christians and pagans, and so
Simeon decided to somehow to build
a pillar that was 60 feet high and six
feet wide. Here he found peace and
quiet, and so here he lived for the last
20 years of his life. People still came
to see him and tried to catch the
‘sacred lice’ that fell off his body.

They also enjoyed his twice daily
exhortations to everyone below. Even the odd Emperor and Ruler came by
just for a look including Theodosius, Leo and Marcian.

Simeon finally died and was buried at Antioch. Now here is a thought
perhaps he would have enjoyed the chance to take the spare plinth in
Trafalgar Square!



The Wardens Words

News from the Chapters

S. Joseph of Arimathea, Portsmouth. The Chapter had a very meaningful Requiem

in November, held in the Hospital Chapel of the War Memorial Hospital in Gosport.
Unfortunately we have had two long standing members die in the last few months
and they and many other members and supporters were prayfully remembered. In
December the Christmas season was celebrated by a service of Christmas Praise and
Carols thanking God for his gift of Our Lord. We were lucky to have an organist
volunteer to play that night and she brought along two guest readers with her. The
service was followed by a short social event as we prepared ourselves for the
Christmas period to come. Unfortunately just before Christmas our Chapter
Chaplain’s wife died, her funeral was just four days into the New Year and the
Chapter was well represented.

S. Chad, Coventry. No one_from this area managed to attend the Autumn Festival,
this was disappointing after recent year’s improved support. Our Annual Requiem
was held at S. Nicholas, Radford, Coventry. Fr. Norman Stevens celebrated,
intercessions were offered and past members remembered. A total of 22 attended.
The church building has become unusable due to the high cost of maintaining this
1950s building so the church has moved into the refurbished dual purpose church
/hall. We thanked the ladies of the parish for putting on the superb refreshments. Our
serving team were called to serve at the Cell of S. Osburg, Mass of Our Lady at S.
Catherine, Burbage on 8" December. The recently inducting priest Fr. Andrew Hall
was the celebrant. Servers from both the Leicester and Coventry Chapters attended.
This service had over 50 ‘likes’ We moved to the adjoining hall for refreshments and
a social gathering after the service.




St. Bernard of Clairvaux, Gibraltar. Every year on the eve of the Epiphany, it
has been customary for many years to hold a Cavalcade in Gibraltar which
processes down the City's Main Street led by the Three Kings. This has always
been very popular, particularly with children. Just before the Cavalcade begins,
the Three Kings visit the two Cathedrals in Gibraltar, the Anglican and the
Roman Catholic. In the picture we see the Dean of the Anglican Cathedral of
the Holy Trinity, the Very Rev'd Dr. John Paddock standing in front of the crib
with the Kings and their little helpers. Behind the Kings is the crucifer who led
the procession from the entrance of the Cathedral to the crib with the Cathedral
choir singiqg "We three Kings of Orient are"

S. Mary of Margam In June we visited S.Teilo's Church in Tonmawr for Mass,
where our chaplain presided and preached. We were pleased to welcome our
Provincial Representative, Cllr. Michael Andrew, who resides in the Rhondda
Chapter. He was very interested in the work of the chapter. Due to a busy
schedule during the summer period it was decided not to meet during July and
August. In September we visited S. Peter's Church, Goetre, in the parish of Port
Talbot, S. Theodore, where our chaplain celebrated a Mass to coincide with the
church centenary celebrations. We had intended visiting Margam Abbey for our
October and November meetings, but unforeseen circumstances meant that both
had to be postponed. Because the Advent/Christmas period was busy we
decided not to meet. So due to circumstances we were unable to meet too often
during the second half of last year. | hope 2016 will enable us to meet more
often.
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S.S. Felix and Fursey, Bury St Edmunds. Preparing reports for our forthcoming
AGM we can look back on a successful year where our programme included the
singing of the Office on eight occasions, Stations of the Cross, an Eastertide Mass, a
Requiem Mass and a gathering for carols and lessons in Advent. We initiated two
new members and were delighted to welcome a new Associated Priest to our chapter,
a great support to our Chaplain, Fr.Geoffrey Smith. As usual we joined with our
neighbouring chapters, S.Etheldreda, Cambridge and The Sacred Heart, north-west
Essex, for a well-attended Mass in Newmarket.Several of the venues visited were old
friends but we were also able to hold Guild Office at All Saints, Wordwell, Suffolk, a
redundant but lovely church dating from 1100, constructed in flint rubble with
freestone dressings. We are fortunate in having a faithful band of members and
supporters with the addition of our choir, under the direction of Trevor Nicols, who
enhance our worship as we travel around this rural part of West Suffolk.

S. John the Divine, Leicester. Our meeting in September was the celebration of the
40th anniversary of the re-forming of our Chapter. The day began at 1 p.m. with
Sung Mass at which Fr. David Maudlin SSC preached. At 4 p.m. we gathered in
Leicester Cathedral for Guild Office followed by Procession around the outside of
the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament - a unique happening, graciously allowed by
the Dean, the Precentor gave a short homily. We were grateful to the Cathedral for
their warm welcome. Numbers were disappointing but it was a joyful day. Our AGM
was held at the Church of the Resurrection in October following Renewal of Vows
and Sung Mass. Fr. Paskal Clements, Parish Priest, gave the address with Fr. Water
Burleigh, our Chaplain, Celebrating. 20 members were present. The current Officers
were re-elected. The Annual joint Requiem with the Leicester branch of the Guild of
All Souls was held on 11" November at S. Stephen’s, Leicester and was attended by
18 members. Canon Irving Richards gave the address. Our last meeting of the year
was Guild Office, Address and Benediction at All Saints, Wigston Magna. Due to re-
carpeting of the Chancel we gathered in the Lady Chapel which brought all present
closer together. Fr Walter sang the Office and Fr. Trevor Thurston-Smith gave the
Address and Benediction. 20 members were present.

SS Osmund and Swithun, Bournemouth. The last 2015 meeting of the Chapter
took place at S. Peter’s, Parkstone, Poole for our Annual Requiem Mass. Fr. Michael
Camp, the parish Priest of S. Peter’s was Celebrant and Fr. Chris Colledge, our
Chaplain preached. The names of 45 departed members were read during the
intercessions. As always we received a warm welcome fro Fr. Michael and the S.
Peter’s servers.
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Could this be the ‘writing on the wall’ for classic Bible stories?

It is a concern the lack of knowledge that children appear to have about the
Bible stories that we were told as children. Many parents think it is important
for children to know Bible stories, but what happens these days in a lot of
homes is quite different. A study, for The Bible Society, by YouGov found 29%
of children could not identify The Nativity with the Bible. So The Bible Society
called on parents to pass on Bible stories to their children. Here are some of the
findings, for children aged 8 - 15 and for parents with children aged 3 - 16:
Parents believe Bible stories are important; and children want to hear more

¢ 43% of parents think Bible stories provide values for a good life, 40% think
they are important to our history and culture. 12% said it was not important for
children to know Bible stories. 28% of the children would like to know more
Bible stories but about half never read or are read Bible stories. 54% of the
children never or less than once a year read Bible stories at school or home
whereas 86% of the parents had learned Bible stories as children. 45% of
parents never read Bible stories to their child, even 30% of Christian parents
said they never read the stories to their children. Many children have not read or
heard classic Bible stories. 23% did not know of Noah’s Ark or The Nativity
38% of Adam & Eve and 43% The Crucifixion. Over half have never heard of
David & Goliath or even the Creation story (63%). It is all a little worrying!
11

The Autumn Festival, S. Mary’s Littlehampton

The Final Dismissal after Benediction.

It was following a generous offer for the use of S. Mary’s, from Fr. Roger Caswell,
that the Guild held the Autumn Festival in this seaside town. The day started with
the Angelus then a Concelebrated Mass led by the Warden Fr. Darren Smith. By
invitation the sermon was preached by The Chaplain of the Fleet, the Ven. lan
Wheatley, QHC, Bth, who not only preached but told us of some of the unusual
happening in the life of service life. Mass was followed by lunch in the refurbished
church hall and it was good to see so many people talking to Fr. Darren and Fr. lan.

The afternoon followed
the usual Guild pattern of
Guild Office, led by the
Chaplain  General, Fr.
Michael Brain, this was
followed by a procession
around the church and
Benediction given by Fr.
Darren. The attendance
numbers were about the
same as the last few
festivals, it would be
good if more members
could be encouraged to
attend.

12



Cycle of Prayer

April 2016

Easter Friday All Assistant Priests, Curates and Deacons.

Easter Saturday. Guild Easter Festival and AGM. Remember those
unable to attend.

2nd of Easter :Remembering members who are unwell. We lift them to
the Lord in prayer.

Annunciation of Our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Diocese of Winchester.

Diocese of Exeter.

Provincial Group 5 Devonshire.

5/88 S.John the Baptist, Torbay, Dartmoor.

5/136 Our Lady and S. George, Plymouth.

3rd of Easter For the needs of the world.

Provincial Group 6 Channel Islands.

6/65 The Holy Apostles, Guernsey.

Provincial Group 7 Dorset, West Hampshire, Somerset.

For all looking for work.

7/78 The Holy Cross, Bridport, Chard, Crewkerne.

Diocese of Salisbury.

4th of Easter. Forgive our failures when we come to His table.

For all chapters in abeyance.

7/126 S.Osmond & S.Swithun Bournemouth, Poole, Christchurch.
Provincial Group 9 Berks, Bucks,Oxon. ClIr Clive Tillin.

S. Anselm of Canterbury, Teacher of the Faith.

We pray for all coping with mental or physical trauma.

S.George Martyr Patron Saint of England. c304

5th of Easter May we forrow by example.

S.Mark the Evangelist. Anzac Day Australia and our members in the

Antipodes.

Diocese of Oxford.

Christina Rosseti Poet 1894.

9/53 S.Frideswide,Slough.

9/82 S.Hugh & All Saints, High Wycombe.

9/129 S.Osyth Princes Risborough, Amersham, Leighton Buzzard..
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May 2016

6th of Easter Rogation Sunday.For the wider use and greater care of
creation.
S Philip S. James Apostles. For all festivals.
Rogation Day Blessing on the work of our hands.
Rogation Day Harvest of the Sea. For all seafarers.
ASCENSION DAY. Give us the strength and hope in the Ascended Christ.
Provincial Group 10 Hertfordshire,Bedfordshire. .
10/68 The Holy Grail, Watford.
7th of Easter.For all who live alone.
10/211 S.Alban & S.Michael Letchworth.
Diocese of St.Albans
Provincial Group 11 Gloucester, Somerset, Wiltshire, Avon. ClIr Chris

Diocese of Gloucester.

11/27 S. Brendan, Bristol.

S. Matthias the Apostle. Let us hear the good news.
PENTECOST. Give us strength wisdom and judgement through the Holy
Spirit.

11/224 S.S Peter & Paul, Bristol.

Diocese of Bristol.

Diocese of Bath & Wells.

Provincial Group 12 Wales Cllr. Michael Andrew.

Alcuin of York. Deacon, Abbot of Tours 804.
Helena, Protector of Holy Places.330
TRINITY SUNDAY Father, Son and Holy Spirit in Unity.

12/19 S. Barnabas, Cardiff.

John & Charles Wesley, Evangelists, Hymn Writers 1791 &1788

12/245 S.Gwynno & S. Tyfodwg, Rhpndda.

CORPUS ET SANGUIS CHRISTI. The Blessed Sacrament.

Diocese of Bangor.

Diocese of Monmouth.

Trinity 1 For the increase of His Kingdom.

Diocese of Swansea & Brecon.

Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth.
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JUNE 2016

Justin, Martyr at Rome c165

Diocese of Llandaff.

Diocese of St Davids

Diocese of S Asaph.

Trinity 2 Give wisdom and fellowship to all Church leaders.
Provincial Group 13 Essex Clir Keith Lloyd.

Diocese of Chelmsford.

13/4 The Ascension, South Essex.

Columba Abbot of lona, Missionary 597. For all dounders.
10 13/8 S. Andrew. West Essex.

11 S.Barnabas the Apostle. Give us the gift of grace.

12 Trinity 3 For those preparing for adult baptism or church membership.
13 13/28 S. Cedd, East Essex.

14 13/36 Corpus Christi, S.E.Essex.

15 13/78 The Holy Sacrifice N. Essex.

16 Richard Bishop of Chichester 1253.

17 We give thanks for the joy and support of our faith.

OCO~NO O WNPEF

18 For all who are lonely.
19 Trinity 4 Let us be sustained by your continual presence.
20 For Walsingham and all places of pilgrimage.

21 Pray for the work of Forward in Faith.

22 Alban. First Martyr of Britain c250

23 Etheldreda, Abbess of Ely c678

24 The Birth of John the Baptist. Thank God for our baptism.

25 We pray for all lay Readers and Eucharistic ministers.

26 Trinity 5 For the needs of the world.

27 For all chapters in abeyance may have new life.

28 For all hospital chaplains and voluntary chaplaincy visitors.

29 S.S.Peter & Paul Apostles.For Ordination and Ordinands.
30 Pope Francis and the Roman Catholic Church.

Corrections, omissions and suggestions to: Angela Mc Mullen,
46 Field House Road, Humberston, Grimsby, DN36 4UJ.
Tel: (01472) 210596 sizzlebeth04@gmail.com
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Church of the Resurrection of Christ (of the Saviour of the Spilled Blood)
By Roger and Lesley Taylor

At the end of May we arrived in St Petersburg and visited the above church,
although we had seen this church from the outside previously we had never
been inside. This church’s canonical title is The Church in the Name of the
Resurrection of Christ on the Site of the Mortal wounding of His Honoured
Majesty Alexander 1l. Alexander Il who signed the manifesto to abolish
serfdom on 19" February 1861 stating “ today is the best day of my life.”
However, the serfs were disappointed when it was finally granted without
bringing them entitlement to the land itself. After a failed assassination attempt
on 4" April 1866 which put an end to the reforms a political crisis started and on
26" august 1879 the death penalty was passed on the Emperor and between
1879 and 1881 there were eight failed assassination attempts. On March 1%
1881 on the eve that would have started the beginning of constitutional
government in Russia Alexander Il was killed by a bomb thrown by Ignaty
Grinevitsky.

The laying of the foundations of the church took
place on 6 October 1883 and was consecrated
19" August 1907. The actual spot where the
assassination took place was incorporated inside
the church which is why the church is so close to
the embankment of St .Catherine’s canal and why
it has concrete foundations. The other reason for
== the church jutting out into the embankment is that
the bell tower was built over the assassination
spot. Every surface is covered in mosaic and
enamelled pictures,308 in total, (if taken down
and laid flat would cover the area of 22 football
pitches. The church has one single altar. The
mosaics on the exterior cover an area of 400 sq metres. The church like many
of its Russian counterparts was funded by the state. Although prayers and
services were held here, christenings, marriages and funerals were not
conducted as it was not a parish church. After the revolution the church was
opened to all and services were held regularly. On 30" October 1930 the church
was again closed and for several years it was used as a warehouse for storing
potatoes also theatre and Ballet props were stored here. In 1970 the church
became a state museum. We didn't witness it on this visit but previously we
have seen many newly married couples in their wedding dresses visiting the
church to have their pictures taken outside.
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What is a Peculiar and where are they?

Church Peculiars are divided into two different types, a Royal Peculiar
(or Royal Peculier) and Non Royal Peculiars. A peculiar is a parish or church
which is exempt from the jurisdiction of the local diocese in which it lies and
is solely subject to the direct jurisdiction of the monarch or village and church
owner.

The concept of Peculiars dates as far back as Anglo-Saxon times. Later it
reflected the relationship between the Norman and Plantagenet kings and
the English Church. Most peculiars survived the Reformation but, with the
exception of Royal Peculiars, were finally abolished during the 19th century
by Act of Parliament and became subject to the jurisdiction of the diocese that
they situated were in. The majority but not all of the Royal Peculiars that
remain today are situated within the Diocese of London there are also several
non-royal peculiars which have survived.

The London Peculiars are:- The Collegiate Church of St Peter, Westminster ie
Westminster Abbey and containing the Henry VII Chapel which is the chapel
of the Order of the Bath.

There are also chapels associated with the Chapel Royal, which refers not to a
building but to an establishment in the Royal Household; they are a body of

, priests and singers to explicitly serve the
spiritual needs of the Sovereign.

The Royal Peculiars are :- The Chapel
Royal, St James's Palace: The Queen's
Chapel, St James's Palace, The Chapel
Royal, Hampton Court, The Chapel of S.
John the Evangelistin the Tower of
London, The Chapel of S. Peter ad
Vinculain the Tower of London, The
Queen's Chapel of the Savoy, ( which is
on the left) is the private chapel of the
sovereign in right of the Duchy of
Lancaster. It is the chapel of The Royal
Victorian Order. The number of members
of the order in recent years has outgrown
the available space in the Savoy Chapel
so the service for those who have
received these awards is now held in S.
George's Chapel, Windsor Castle every

four years.
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The Chapel of S. Mary Undercroft, (below) in the crypt of the former S.
Stephen's Chapel in the Palace of Westminster. The building is now

administered through the offices of the Lord Great
Chamberlain and in Black Rodand it has no
dedicated clergy: by convention services were

§ conducted by the RectorofS. Margaret's,

Westminster, a member of the Chapter of
Westminster Abbey. In 2010 the Speaker of the
House of Commons used his right of appointment to
nominate an outsider, Revd. Rose Hudson-Wilkin.
The Royal Foundation of S. Katharine founded in
1147 by Queen Matildaas a religious community
and medieval hospital for poor infirm people next to
the Tower of London.

Whilst outside London the is the Chapel

The Guild Clothing Range.

There is now an attractive range of embroidered monogrammed clothing
which is available from Councillor. Chris Barnett, 40, Heath Street,
Goldenhill, Stoke on Trent ST6 5RZ or email an order to PG16-
118@live.co.uk.

When ordering please state size and colour required also please enclose
your address and contact details.

Cheques payable to Chris Barnett. Please add £5.00 per order p&p. Profits
go to the GSS.

Royal, Holyrood Palace, Edinburgh and in
Cambridge The Church of S. Edward, King and Martyr. In Windsor S. George's
Chapel, Windsor Castle, the chapel of the Order of the Garter and the Royal
Chapel of All Saints (in the grounds of the Royal Lodge in Windsor Great Park)

Now looking at the Non Royal Peculiars we find one in Masham in North
Yorkshireanother is S. Mary-le-Bow as is Christ Church, Oxford, Charterhouse
and The Parish of Southwick in Hampshire actually has two peculiars in one
parish, S. James-without-the-Priory-
Gate in Southwick (below left) and St

Nicholas in South Boarhunt (below

right) both of which are owned by
The Squire of Southwick.

Just to make things a little more complicated The following chapels situated within

the Inns of Court are also extra-diocesan, and therefore peculiars, but they are not

Royal: the these are the Temple Church, Lincoln's Inn chapel and Gray's Inn

Chapel.
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Polo T-Shirts.
White, Black, Navy, Royal Blue, Green,
Red £15.00

Fleece.
Black, Navy, Royal Blue, Green,
£30.00

Sweatshirts.
Black, Navy, Royal Blue, Green, Red.
£20.00

Men’s and Women’s Shirts.Black, White
or Navy £28.00
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10 Facts about the season of Pentecost

1. Pentecost Sunday marks the day when the Holy Spirit descended upon the
Apostles.

2. Pentecost Sunday occurs 50 days after Easter.

3. The Bible records the Pentecost in Acts 2:1-13.

4. Pentecost comes 10 days after the Ascension of Jesus Christ.

5. Pentecost is also known as "the birthday of the Church".

6. Pentecost fulfils Jesus' promise to send the "Counsellor" and "Spirit of
Truth™ in John 16-5-15.

7. Pentecost launches the large-scale spreading of the Gospel after Jesus'
ascension Acts 2:41 records that after Peter spoke to the crowd after
receiving the Holy Spirit, some 3,000 people were baptized.

8. The Pentecostal movement
derives its name from the New
Testament event in Acts 2.

9. Jews also celebrate Pentecost,
but not for the same reason as
Christians. The

celebration by Jews of Pentecost
is to observe God giving the
Ten Commandments on Mount
Sinai 50 days after the Exodus.
The Pentecost in  Jewish
tradition takes place 50 days
after Passover.

10. In  Western Churches,
Pentecost is usually represented
with the colour red, which
symbolizes the fire of the Holy
Spirit.

A piece of history which has not
lost its influence is the Book of
Common Prayer. When the BCP
was written, it was decided to retain the familiar Latin titles of psalms and
canticles — the first few words of the text. Even today, we refer to the Te Deum
Laudamus — We praise Thee O God: The Venite — O come let us sing unto the
Lord: even The Benedicite — omnia opera — O all ye works of the Lord, bless ye
the Lord.
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When we Work — We Work BUT When we Pray --- God Works

On 27th March 1940, King George V1 called this Nation to a Day of Prayer. The
British Expeditionary Force was penned in on the sands of Dunkirk. Following
the Day of Prayer the English Channel became absolutely calm for several days
allowing thousands of private boats and yachts, many barely seaworthy, to cross
the channel and bring back 338,000 men, ten times what was expected, leaving
sadly 12,000 to become prisoners or be killed.

The facts are well documented, and considered to be a miraculous answer to the
Day of Prayer.

This was the first of seven National
Days of Prayer, before the war ended.
Two more were within five months of
Dunkirk. It was the King and
Parliament that took the initiative, not
the church. the second National day of
prayer was on Sunday, August 11th
1940 and the streets were empty.

During the following week Goering
launched the Battle of Britain. But the
relatively few British Spitfires and
Hurricanes shot down 180 German
bombers over South East England. This
was repeated on September 8th, when the German air attack was intensified,
each bomber being escorted by five fighter planes. 185 planes were shot down.
Air Chief Marshall Dowding said “I will say with absolute conviction that I can
trace the intervention of God. Humanly speaking victory was impossible”.

Six months later on March 23rd 1941 invasion was imminent. After a fourth
National Day of Prayer: A great earthquake created waves and terrific gales that
blew German ships 80 miles off course. Yugoslavia which had surrendered to
Hitler changed its mind and organised resistance. Ethiopia was released from
Mussolini, Hitler’s ally. Haile Selassie, Ethiopia’s Christian emperor said, with
no sign of hope of coming, “I put my cause in God’s hands”. In the
Mediterranean, The Royal Navy destroyed many lItalian cruisers and destroyers,
and damaged their latest battleship, with no British men or boats being lost.
Hitler changed his plans completely, gave up invading England and invaded
Russia instead.

22



Coventry’s Hidden Crypts

Long forgotten crypts which are hidden below the ruins of the old Coventry
Cathedral will soon be opened to the public thanks to a six-figure government
funding. The Cathedral has received £216,000 as part of a £20million fund
announced in the last Budget to maintain cathedrals in recognition of the roles
they play in First World War remembrance events.

N The money will be used to dry out two
N flooded crypts which lie beneath the
floor of the original cathedral. A third
crypt contains rubble following the
bombing raid on the cathedral during the
Second World War and the funding will
allow these stones to be removed and for
archaeologists to investigate what is

inside.

Initial tests have indicated there are at least three tombs in the crypt and it is
thought the human remains contained within could date
back as far as the Tudor times.

Work on the crypts began last year and it is expected to
take around 12 months to complete. Once the crypts are
dried out they will be opened for guided tours with a view
to opening them permanently to the public.
Underneath the ruins there are three crypts, most of which
4 K are accessible,
SN but water has
got in from
above damaging them. Crypt one is
where the cathedral community
worshipped until the undercroft of
the new cathedral was finished and
was dedicated as a Chapel of
Unity. Crypt two is the Wyley
Chapel and is dedicated to the Wyley family whose son died during the First
World War and is buried in the chapel. Little is known of the mysterious third
chapel which has been subject to thorough archaeological tests. And it is
thought there could be even more crypts waiting to be discovered. Watch this

-
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Project Canterbury
The Sacristan and Server

The Rev.S. Serle Vicar of the Annunciation,
Chislehurst. London:

SPCK, Published 1927.

I found this fascinating article recently and have, through necessity,
abbreviated it for publishing I hope you find it as interesting as | did. Ed

A small boy, in black cassock and tiny surplice, with a look of intense gravity on
his face, pressing an incense-boat against his chest in his left hand and clutching
with his right the cassock of the thurifer--here is a possible introduction to a
lifetime of service as acolyte and server of a parish church. Such a child learns
that it is the natural office of a lay churchman to minister round the altar of God
in any capacity not exclusively belonging to a man who is in Holy Orders. He
quickly learns to become free of self-consciousness and adopts the observance
of the principles that should become fixed habits silence, reverence, attention,
dignified carriage, and exactness. After a time the boat-boy may become a cope-
bearer. As such he must be convinced that his business is to be not an
ornamental figure, but a person of practical use. He must learn to walk slightly
in advance of the priest vested in the cope, and hold it and keep it clear of his
feet in mounting steps. He must know when to pick it up and when to let it go,
how to dispose it behind the stool before its wearer sits down, and to exercise
anticipation of the movements of the wearer in approaching, incensing, or
leaving the altar.

Training of the server. As a boy grows older he may be found worthy to be
trained to be a server at "low" celebrations of the Eucharist. This is the most
useful service that can be rendered by a boy "on the altar,” and the training for it
may be very beneficial to him. Some priests will not allow a boy to fulfil this
office: others are ready to do so as soon as the boy is confirmed. The proper
training for this duty should be gradual. One of the first things looked for in the
candidate is an ability to get out of bed at the right time. In any parish where the
celebration of the Eucharist has come to be regarded one at which every
baptized Christian has a rightful place, the serving of the altar is proper and
natural share in the performance of a common duty. It is primarily a ministration
to God on behalf of the lay people and only incidentally assistance to the priest.
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Every server should be at church at least ten to fifteen minutes before the
service at which he is to minister. He should have no difficulty, if the sacristan
is a man of order, and with the power of organization, in finding his cassock and
surplice on their proper peg and his sanctuary shoes in their box, if the muddy
lanes of the parish make such footwear necessary. The sanctuary of a church
should have as little as possible in common with a boudoir. The preparation of
the altar should begin with the careful folding and removal of the dust-cloth, the
setting of candlesticks in even positions and the placing of the altar-desk or
cushion at the required point. For the lighting of the candles, a taper with the
means to kindle it should be available in its allotted spot. The priest or sacristan
responsible for the training will be wise to see that his own part in the making
ready for a service is performed reverently and without haste. Things must be
ready to hand. The lack of matches may have unspiritual effects.

At the beginning of the service the server should stand in the sacristy with the
Altar -book at hand, ready to join in a short prayer with the celebrant. In making
reverence to the altar he should leave enough room in the centre of the
sanctuary for the priest, so that they both may reverence the altar together. The
altar-book should be placed on its stand or cushion back upwards and closed. It
is always best to leave the celebrant to open the book himself and to arrange the
book markers as he requires them. The server should then kneel at the spot at
which he will join in the preparatory prayers. The 1927 Prayer Book provides

an authorized devotion for this preparation.
BRI 7

Manner is
important to the
good performance
of a server's duties.
Reverence and
modesty are its
primary
constituents. After
all, it is for the
prompt  carrying
out of humble but
necessary service
that the server
exists, and he must never allow himself to be so absorbed in devotion as to
forget his duty for a moment. Exact readiness is not incompatible with
spirituality
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The sanctuary is the earthly court of the Most High and so the earnest and
attentive server can reinforce the concentration of the celebrating priest.

What is known as a "low mass" or a "plain celebration” is but a comparatively
modern ( remember this was written in 1927) and exclusively Western
substitute for the ancient solemn Eucharist by priest, deacon, and sub-deacon.
The single server, therefore, in an Anglican church combines in his solitary
person all the various functions of the rather numerous ministers at a fully
rendered Eucharistic Liturgy. Let him always bear this in mind even at the
simplest and most sparsely attended of celebrations and to reflect that for the
moment he stands as the representative of the whole laity of the catholic
Church, whose  co-operation with the priest is essential to the proper
fulfilment of the Celebration of the Divine and Holy Mysteries. Left: A
procession in Thaxted church sometime in the 1920’s using the Sarum Rite.

000

Is this something | missed or did Crockford’s Clerical Directory
once sponsor motor racing?
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What's the Purpose of the Pulpit?

“What purpose does the pulpit serve besides elevating someone above the
congregation? This is a question | have been asked several times so | thought |
would do a little research. The architecture of churches is much more symbolic
than most people would believe. Great basilicas were built as upside-down ships
or arks with the ribs showing through. Indeed, the central area in the church is
rightly called the nave, a Middle English word which related to the navy. Some
cathedrals were built in the shape of crosses and stained glass windows were
added with the intent of providing picture stories for the people, most of whom
were illiterate. Today there are still vestiges of such symbolic architecture. Many
churches have seven windows on each side of the nave, a number some consider
“holy.” Churches with raised platforms in front often have three steps or levels
representing the Trinity. And so on.

And then there’s the pulpit.

Before the church had pulpits there were scrolls. In Jesus’ day, the synagogues
and the Temple had collections of scriptural scrolls. These scrolls were large and
bulky, so when the scriptures were read it was the custom for the reader to stand
before the crowd. Although it may also be said that the reader stood in reverence,
there was a practical reason as well. When the reader finished their reading,
custom then dictated that they sit as they began to expound upon the scriptures.

We don’t know how long this custom remained in Christianity, since for over the
first hundred years or so Christians generally met in each other’s homes;
however, by the third century we read of a change. Cyprian, the Bishop of
Carthage, writes a letter where he makes a reference to his pulpitum. It seems
fairly clear that this area was not a pulpit as we understand it, but was most likely
a raised platform where the clergy sat. Indeed, this platform symbolized the
elevation of those who had been ordained by the Church as clergy over the
crowds who were just “laity.”

In the fourth century we begin to see references to the ambo. The ambo was a
small table from which the scriptures were read and the sermon preached. The
ambo was placed front and centre of the meeting place.

By the ninth century the little table had become a pulpit as we know it today, but
relocated to one side of the church and regularly elevated high above the people.
The elevation of the pulpit would seem to symbolize the elevated stature of the
scriptures, not of the preacher. Indeed, the movement of the pulpit to the
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side was a move to show that the emphasis was less on the spoken word of the
clergy and moreon liturgical events, such as the celebration of communion
which were held at centre stage.

Beginning in 1517 and the Protestant Reformation, the church renewed its
emphasis on scripture, the spoken word, and the sermon. In doing so, the pulpit
was relocated, this time to a place of prominence at the centre to symbolize the
centrality of the spoken word.

The pulpit has often been viewed as a symbol of authority and one of its early
purposes was rather noble. The pulpit’s size and its accompanying ornate
carvings were meant to minimize the presence of the minister who stood behind
it. This was so that the reading of scripture and the explanations were received
not as if they came from the speaker, but as if they came from God above. The
emphasis was on the Word, not on the speaker. Alas, many ministers of the past
and indeed some of the present have used the pulpit’s authority to proclaim their
own agendas.

Today many ministers are abandoning their
pulpits and getting back to the ancient habit
of walking about among the people as they
speak, just as Jesus did. The pulpit may
remain in the background holding their
notes, their hymnal, and the scriptures, but
it has lost much of its prominence. But
many a preacher will still tell you that,
there’s something mighty comforting about
having something to lean on Sunday
mornings.

Dom Gregory
We have all heard of Dom Gregory, but who was he?

Gregory Dix OSB, was born George Eglinton Alston Dix (4 October 1901 — 12
May 1952) and was an English monk and priest of Nashdom Abbey,
an Anglican Benedictine community. He was a noted liturgical scholar whose
work had particular influence on the reform of Anglican liturgy in the mid-20th
century.

He was born in Woolwich the son of a schoolmaster who became a priest and
served as the first principal of the College of S. Mark and S. John, Chelsea. He
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was educated at Westminster School and became an exhibitioner at Merton
College, Oxford. His modest degree did not reflect his real ability and from
1924 to 1926 he was appointed lecturer in modern history at Keble College,
Oxford while studying at Wells Theological College. He was ordained priest in
1925 and entered Nashdom the following year and was sent to the Gold Coast
as a novice. He served here until 1929 when he was forced to return because of
ill health.

Returning to Nashdom he became an intern oblate but
did not take his final vows until eleven years later. He
was very active during the Second World War and
lived for a while in Beaconsfield and looked after the
daughter church of S. Michael whilst his brother
Ronald, who was the priest there, served as a military
chaplain. With another monk he lived in the parsonage,
kept the round of monastic offices and cared for the
parish. He then returned to Nashdom and became prior
of his abbey in 1948.

In 1935 he produced an edition of the Apostolic
Tradition ; but his most influential book is The Shape of the Liturgy, first
published in 1945. In this book he argued that it was not so much the words of
the liturgy but its "shape" which mattered. He believed that this was more
fundamental than the inclusion of the Words of Institution, which he believed
had not always been included. To him the entire liturgy of the Eucharist
constitutes a commemoration and re-presentation of the sacrifice of Christ. His
work heavily influenced liturgical revision both in the Church of England and in
related rites of the Anglican Communion, along with that of the Church of
South India. His views were not universally accepted but his ideas were
defended by members of the English Parish Communion movement who saw
the offertory as representing the bringing of the world into the Eucharistic
action. This is also the traditional Eastern Orthodox perspective. However, what
caused particular scandal and uproar on the publication of The Shape of the
Liturgy was his conclusion that "Cranmer in his Eucharistic doctrine was a
devout and theologically founded Zwinglian, i.e.taking scripture as the inspired
word of God and placing its authority higher than human sources and that his
Prayer Books were framed to express his convictions.

Dom Gregory was not just a liturgical scholar, he was also an able ecclesiastical
politician. A convinced Anglican Papalist, he sought reunion with the Holy See
and was against any developments which might make such a union impossible.
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In addition to writing he also found time in 1944 to defend Anglican orders
against Roman Catholic critics, he strongly defended the Church of England.

A Dbusy confessor and spiritual director with many penitents, he was also an
irrepressible wit and raconteur. He died of cancer in 1952 and was described by
Kenneth Kirk, Bishop of Oxford, as "my closest and oldest friend, and the most
brilliant man in the Church of England".

000
The Bible and the Coal Basket

The story is told of an old man who lived on a farm in the mountains with his
grandson. Each morning, Grandfather was up early sitting at the kitchen table
reading from his old worn-out Bible. One day the grandson asked, "Grand-father,
I try to read the Bible like you but I don't understand it, and what | do understand |
forget as soon as | close the book. What good does reading the Bible do?"

The Grandfather turned from putting coal in the stove and said, "Take this coal
basket down to the river and bring back a basket of water." The boy did as he was
told, even though all the water leaked out before he could get back to the house.
The grandfather laughed and said, "You will have to move a little faster next
time," and sent him back to the river with the basket to try again. This time the
boy ran faster, but again the basket was empty before he returned home. Out of
breath, he told his grandfather that it was "impossible to carry water in a basket,"
and he went to get a bucket instead. The old man said, "I don't want a bucket of
water; | want a basket of water. You can do this. You're just not trying hard
enough," and he went out the door to watch the boy try again. At this point, the
boy knew it was impossible, but he wanted to show his grandfather that even if he
ran as fast as he could, the water would leak out before he got very far.

The boy scooped up the water and ran hard, but when he reached his grandfather
the basket was again empty. Out of breath, he said, “See, it’s useless!” “So you
think it is useless?” the old man said. “Look at the basket.” The boy looked at the
basket and for the first time he realized that the basket looked different. Instead of
a dirty old coal basket, it was clean. “Son, that’s what happens when you read the
Bible. “You might not understand or remember everything, but when you read it,
it will change you from the inside out.” That is the work of God in our lives: to
change us from the inside out and to slowly transform us into the image of His
son. Take time to read a portion of God’s word each day, and remind a friend by
sharing this story. Live simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly, and
leave the rest to God.
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The Oldest Diocese in the Church of England

There are 42 Anglican dioceses each being an administrative territorial unit
governed by abishop. These cover England, the Isle of Man, the Channel
Islands and a small part of Wales. The Diocese in Europe is also a part of the
Church of England and covers the whole of continental Europe, Morocco and
the post-Soviet states. The structure of dioceses within the Church of England was
initially inherited from the Catholic Churchas part of the Protestant
Reformation. During the Reformation a number of new dioceses were founded, but
no more were then created until the middle of the 19th century, when dioceses
were founded mainly in response to the
growing population, especially in the
northern industrial cities. The most recent
diocese to be established was the Diocese of
West Yorkshire and the Dales (officially
named Leeds), which came into being on 20
April 2014. Prior to that, no new dioceses had
been founded since 1927. West Yorkshire and
the Dales was created by combining three
previous dioceses: the Diocese of Bradford,
the Diocese of Ripon and Leeds, and
the Diocese of Wakefield. The forty two current dioceses are divided into
two provinces. The Province of Canterbury in the south comprises thirty dioceses
and the Province of York in the north comprises of
twelve. The archbishops of Canterbury and York have pastoral oversight over the
bishops within their province, along with certain other rights and responsibilities.

All of the dioceses have one cathedral each except the Diocese of West Yorkshire
and the Dales, which has three that are considered co-equal. Of all the
dioceses, Derby has the smallest cathedral; Derby Cathedral takes up only
10,950 square feet (1,000 m?). The oldest diocese is the Diocese of Sodor and Man
on the Isle of Man and was founded in 447. One diocese dates back to the 6th
century, eight date back to the 7th century, two to the 10th century, five to thellth
century, two to the 12th century, five to the 16th century, seven to the 19th century,
and ten to the 20th century. The territories administered by the various dioceses do
not generally line up with political boundaries.

As well as the above we must count the Bishops of Richborough, Ebbsfleet and
Beverley who provide pastoral and sacramental care for priests and people within
the two Provinces. Traditional catholic parishes may petition to come under the
care of these three bishops along with those who have theological reservations
about the ordination of women within the Church of England
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And Finally
Dear Father

Sometimes you cannot beat the things children say or write; they ¥ =2 )
are nearly always said with feeling and innocence. Here is a
selection of notes written to various imbuements over the years.

Dear Father, | know God loves everybody but he never met my sister. Arnold
aged 8

Dear Father, my mother is very religious, she goes to Church to play bingo
every week even if she has a cold. Annette aged 9

Dear Father, | think a lot more people would come to your Church if you
moved it to Legoland. Laura aged 7

Dear Father, Please say a prayer for our junior rugby team. We need God’s
help or a new prop forward. Alexander aged 10

Dear Father, Are there any devils on earth? | think there may be one in my
class. Sheila aged 10

Dear Father, My father says | should learn the Ten Commandments, but I don’t
think | want to because we have enough rules already in my house. Joshua
aged 10

Dear Father, How does God know the good people from the bad people? Do
you tell Him or does he read it in the newspapers? Lewis aged 9

Dear Father, | liked your sermon especially the bit when it was finished.
Andrew aged 8

The Guild Collect

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, to us Thy servants, the spirit of holy
fear: that we, following the example of Thy holy child Samuel, may faithfully
minister before Thee in Thy Sanctuary; through Jesus Christ Thy Son our
Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever
One God, world without end. Amen.
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Could these vessels be ready for
YOU?
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Are you considering the Priesthood? Have you been a CHARLES FARRIS

full member for over two years? If both answers are yes, CHANRDLERS 1845
the Candidates for Ordination Fund could assist you LONDON
financially with an annual grant. Apply in the first
instance to the Administrator of the Fund Bro. Colin
Squires whose address in the front of this magazine
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